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Mlie  Schools  of  Nova  Seotia, 
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HAUFAX,  IT.  8. : 

COUHI88IONBK  PUBLIO  WORKS  AND  HIKES, 

KINO'S  PBINTER 

1904. 


EDUCATION  OFFICE, 

Halifax,  January,  1904. 

Sib, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith,  to  be  laid  before  dis 
Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  my  report  on  the  Public  Schools 
of  Nova  Scotia,  for  the  School  year  ended  31st  July,  1903. 

I  am,  with  respect, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  MACKAY, 
Superintendent  of  Education. 

To  the  Hon.  Geo.  H.  Murray, 

Provincial  Secretary. 
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PART  I. 


GENERAL  REPORT,  1903. 


ANiNUAL   REPORT 

ON    THE 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  OF  NOVA  SCOTIA, 

1902-1903. 


To  His  Honour,  Hon.  Alfred  Gilpin  Jones, 

Lieutenant-Governor  of  Nova  Scotia: 

May  it  Please  Yoir  Hondur, — 

I  beg,  in  accordance  with  the  law,  to  submit  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Pu«Hc  Schoo  s  of  the  Province,  for  the  School  Year  ended 
3l8t  July,  190:3. 

P^or  much  detail  otherwise  neccvssary  in  an  annual  report,  I  sub- 
mit as  suppleiiK^ntary  the  April  and  October  issues  of  the  Jofimal 
of  tJiiiLcatuni,  St  at  free  according  to  law  to  every  board  of  public 
school  trust e  s  in  the  Pr  »vince.  They  contain,  among  other  in- 
formation, the  names  of  the  teachers  empl  yed  in  the  schools,  the 
amount  of  the  provincial  aid  paid  each,  the  amount  i»f  the  munici- 
pal fund  paid  each  sectitjn,  the  names  and  cKisses  of  the  tt^achers 
licensed  and  of  thi*  graiuaies  of  the  Normal  School,  the  names  and 
standing  of  those  who  obtained  "pa^s"  certiticaes  of  the  four 
provincial  high  school  grades  the  provincial  examination  questioa 
papers,  the  courses  of  ^tu-iv  for  various  kinds  of  schools,  and  the 
latest  amendments  of  the  school  law. 

The  number  of  teachers  employed  during  the  year  increased  by 
two. 

The  nuinbor  of  pupils  was  291  less  than  last  year,  although 
greater  than  the  year  bef  »re.  This  diminution  was  confined  to  the 
higher  grades,  and  therefore  suggests  withdrHwal  on  account  of  the 
demand  fo  in«lustrial  employment.  The  three  lower  grades  in- 
creased by  758,  thus  demonstrating  that  the  school  population  is 
still  increasing. 

The  regularity  of  attendance  is  as  good  as  that  of  last  year,  which 
was  one  of  the  besr..  This  is  shown  by  the  total  attendance  of 
11,144,303  days,  although  there  were  29 L  less  enrolled,  and  only 
210  days  in  the  school   year  instead  of  216  as  formerly.     This 
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indicates  that  thuse  withiJrawin^  from  tidiool  wm  mainly  the  less 
regular  in  attondnnre,  t-speeially  wlifn  wo  consiilcr  tliiit  thev  wrrc 
moatly  boys;  aii'i  in  many  [wrtions  of  the  ]>rovinc«  the  scli'.ioU 
were  ciosod  ilown  for  weeks  on  nccuunt  of  the  presence  of  con- 
tagious di8t:lLS(^ 

The  1H')0  school  sections  of  the  province  wore  reduccl  tu  lS4o  hy 
union  or  simple  consulidiition,  a  lair  anitUDt  of  iinproviMnL>nt  fur 
one  year. 

The  numlwr  of  sectiona  witliout  school,  unfortunately,  in[-ri>:isi>il 
by  2-*.  This  was  ihie  to  more  than  one  cansc.  On  account  uf  tliu 
comparatively  smaller  n^mnnfration  for  their  si-rviceH  iti  the  ii'n^li- 
ing  profeosi'iii  than  in  other  countries,  ami  in  othi^t  cinpioyinrnts  in 
this  country,  many  tejichfrs  emi};rat«l  lo  the  western  provin'-<"^  uf 
Canada,  and  otheis  entered  other  profess  ions  at  ho'ije.  Simul- 
taneously with  this  movement  m<iuy  rural  sclioo)  EcirtiouH  b<-i-aiije 
more  or  less  depopulated  by  niij;ration  to  nur  industrial  ct-nlres. 
So  exactly  biiliinee'l  liiis  the  lo>sof  po)m1ation  in  rural  sectiDO-;.  and 
the  increase  in  urhan  sections  l,M-en,  ih;it  while  the  rnral  Mriiims 
witliuut  school  increased  ty  '24,  the  nninbei'  of  seh  ■«\s  in  tli<'  wlmle 
province  increased  by  1.  That  is,  for  every  small  rural  scIumI  Irl't 
vacant,  there  hu^^  lioeii  un  urban  school  opened,  and  one  more 

Many  of  the  17!*  sections  without  school  have  few  or  no  ehildr-n 
to  attt.'nd  achoid.  And  there  wi>rc  300  hcIiou1.>.  open  throu;,di'jut  tifj 
province  dnriiip  tin;  year,  with  an  iiverajje  attendimce  of  no  wmv 
than  oiyht.  Mo-t  of  these  are  known  as  "poor"  wchon  s,  and  Iraw 
not  onli  ns  niuirh  provincial  {jrant  and  municipal  fund  due  t>i  the 
presence  of  u  teacher  as  the  larjjer  stluM>ls,  Imt  actually  i<nc  tliiid 
more.     There  were  2S'5  such  "  poor  "  schools  open  during  the  year. 

This  indicates  the  necessity  of  niorlifyini;  our  present  plan  uf 
aiding  deserving  ■•ections  left  stranded  Uy  this  presumably  tempo- 
rary ettiiix  of  population,  and  of  sections  which  caunot  be  cinsuli- 
datcd  with  others  on  account  of  their  i^olateil  position  so  us  to 
become  He]I-sui)porting. 

The  number  of  trained  teachers  retained  in  the  professiim  in- 
creased from  1044  to  lli77.  Salaries  of  t-eacliers  aI.so  show  a  rising 
tendency. 

Throe  thousand  two  hundred  and  tifty-eight  high  school  ])Uptls 
wrote  at  the  Provincial  Examinations — 77  less  than  the  previims 
year.  It  is  satisfactory  to  tind  teachers  restraining  to  a  greiiier 
extent  the  immature  pupils,  and  sending  up  those  who  are  nasun- 
ably  prepared.  The  creditable  result  is  shown  in  the  passing  of 
372  more  pupils  than  the  previous  year,  out  of  a  smaller  number  of 
candidates. 
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The  consolidation  of  Hectionn  with  the  conveyance  of  distant 
pnpils  is  being  experimenied  with  at  Middleton.  Eight  sections 
have  been  federated  for  three  years  under  one  board  by  Act  of  par- 
hainent,  and  Sir  William  0.  Macdoiialrl  is  meeting  all  the  expense 
beyond  the  ordinary  and  regular  grants  given  to  all  schools  under 
the  Education  Act,  and  the  averag--  local  assessment  of  the  respec- 
tive constituent  school  sections.  The  statistics  of  this  invaluable 
experiment  which  the  pmvincc  owes  to  tlie  public  spirit  of  Sir 
William,  and  the  genius  of  Profes'^or  Kobtrtson,  are  given  in  the 
body  of  this  report  up  to  the  date  of  going  to  press.  The  first  ex- 
periment must  of  necessity  be  more  expensive  than  nubsefjuent 
ones.  Hence  the  special  value  of  the  aid  of  the  wealthy  philao- 
thropist. 

The  manual  training  sentiment  is  growing.  The  pupils  taking 
mechanic  science  increased  from  Oo2  to  K>21 ;  those  taking  domestic 
science  from  678  to  lll'l8;  thnse  taking  needle  work  alone,  from 
2803  to  3048 ;  59  take  card-hoard  work,  78  paper- folding,  20  clay- 
modeling,  56  shorthand.  All  this  increase  refers  to  the  common 
school  grades  alone. 

In  high  Nchool  grades  105  tiiok  shorthand,  521  mechanic  science, 
480  domestic  science,  and  161  became  members  of  military  cadet 
corps. 

The  school  yardens  increased  during  the  year  from  24  to  58. 
Next  year  will  denion.strate  what  tlie  MacdonaM  school  gardens  can 
do;  for  at  Middleton,  and  at  five  centres  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Truro,  specialty  trained  teachers  now  being  employed  under  the 
Sir  William  C.  Macdonald  Fund  in  showing  what  can  he  done 
through  this  educative  agency. 


STATISTICAL  ABSTRACT, 

1. — Sections, 

School  Sections'in  Province 1850  1845 

Sections  without  Schools 155  179 

2. — Schools. 

Schools  in  operation 2394  23flo 

"          aesaion  50  days  or  under. .       6  10 

"       50  to  100  days....     42  47 

"     100  to  150  days 97  103 

"     150  to  200  days 270  342 

"     200  (and    leas   than 

full  term)    ..    .1348  9^6 

"     fall  term 631  907 

Average  days  in  seasion 201.7  196.7 
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3.— Teachers. 

Miniber  of  teochera   . . 

...2492 

2494 

2 

NoriMl  Trained.  10*4 

1077 

33 

«bai  A,  M>le  Teuhen 
"     A  Fem&le  " 

...     78 

71 

7 

.    .     26 

24 
115 
391 

"si 

2 

"     B,  M«le       " 
"     B,  Femiile  " 

...   116 

1 

...  360 

"     C,  Male       " 

...   154 

139 

15 

"     C,  Female  " 

...   794 

792 

2 

"     D.Male       " 

...   137 

116 

21 

"     D,  Female  " 

...   827 

840 

19 

Total  Male 

...   485 

441 

44 

"     Female 

...2007 

2053 

46 

Mew  Teachere 

...   416 

345 

71 

TMchera,  service  1  year  or  under 

...043 

600 

43 

•■       1  to  2 

years  .. 

...   324 

322 

2 

••       2  to  3 

years  . . 

...   2.39 

293 

54 

3  to  4 

...   211 

209 

2 

"       4  to  r> 

years  . . 

...   165 

174 

5  to  7 

yuars  . . 

...   240 

244 

7  to  10  years  . 

...   230 

220 

10 

10  to  15  years 

...   204 

201 

3 

"       15  ti 

10  veara 

...   110 

100 

10 

20  to  30  years 

...     SJ6 

101 

30  years  and  over..     30 

30 

Hew  Licenses  issued,  (all  classes) 

...   652 

666 

86 

4. — Attendance. 

Fnpi'sonRelfister,  Ist quarter. . 

79,746 

81,431 

1685 

2nd 

" 

88,963 

88.511 

452 

3rd 

■' 

93,933 

92,227 

1,706 

4th 

" 

98,767 

98,501 

266 

Av.DailyAttend'ce.lst 

■■ 

54,671 

57,930 

3.259 

2nd 

" 

53,355 

52,313 

1,042 

3rd 

" 

.'•>3,407 

52,762 

045 

4th 

35,333 

56,773 

1,440 

Tot  Days' Attendance  for  year.l  1,512,747  ll,144,30;^ 
in  school  year 21G  210 

5.— Classification  of  Pdpilh. 

Grade  I  (and  Kindergarten) 20497  20,553 

«       II 13,fi88  13,817 

"       III 12,252  12,»25 

"       IV 12,449  1 2  424 

■'       V 10,332  10,271 

■'       VI 8,658  8,280 

«       VII    7,735  7.801 

"       VIII 6,308  5,716 


129 
573 
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Grade  IX 4,36*  4,306  .... 

"       X 1,H04  1,841  37 

"       XT S74  S22     

"       XII 98  112  1* 

Total  in  High  School  Oi-ades 7,140  7,081     

Total  in  Public  Schools 99,059  98,768  .... 

Wrote  at  High  ScfanolKxsiD 3,335  321(8  

Passed  in  Grades  written  for  . . .  1,370  1,742  872 

FnllAcademicHigh  School  Pupils  1,532  1,649  117 
Full  HOD- Academic  High  School 

Pupils 4  264  4,108  

Partial 1,344  1,324  

6. — Section  Statistics, 

Property  in  aection $«8,!!49,23!  ?9O,6Ol,010  81,651,785 

School  propertyin  section     1,777,512       1,801.276  23,764 

Vote  at  Annual  Meeting.        538,850         552,350  13,500 

Buildings  and  repairs  . .  9:),384  67,540         SS 

Vols,  in  school  libraries.           15,0^5            16,648            1,563 
Maps,  charts,  globes.  &c .  8,641  8,390         

7. — Total  Expenditure. 

Total  Provincial  Aid...  S2.'i7,6l5 97    .?263.092.18  35,476.21 

"     Mun.Fiinds 117,375.88      121015.95     3.640.07 

"     Sec.  Assessment..     538,850.68      552.350.17    13,499.47 


sat 
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156 

aa 


Expenditure.  Pub- 
lic Eklucation. .  S!913,842  53  $.9.36,458.30  822,615.77      . 

8.— Enrolment  and  Averaue  Attendance  of  Pupils. 


Total  annual  enrolment   ....   99,059 
Daily  present  on  an  average.   55,437 
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HISTORICAL  AND  COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS. 

The  historical  aod  comparative  statisticR  given  ia  the  following 
tabnlations  are  of  ^neral  interest,  and  explain  themselves  without 
the  aid  of  comment : 

CONSPECTUS  OF  TUBLIC  SCHOOL  STATISTICS 

(A)  Before  the  Free  School  System. 
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(B).    Under  the  Free  School  System. 
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School  Expenditure  per  Capita  of  ^  Average  Attesdasce  " 
IN  THE  United  States  of  Ameeica,  Nova  Sciitia  and 
Ontario  for  the  School  Year  ended  as  follows: 
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EXPENDITUBK    "PER  PUPIL    IN    AVERAGE    ATTENDANCE"    IK    BACH 

State  of  U.  S.  A.,  and  is  Nova  Scotia   fob  the  year 

1902 — ARRANGED  IN  OltDER  OF  AMOUNTS. 


Dintrict  of  Columbia $14  59 

Nevada 41  78 

New  York    41  54 

MHBSHchusetts 38  21 

Colorado a?  50 

Calirornia 36  37 

Nprth  Dakota 34  25 

Montana  33  97 

Rhode  laland   33  82 

Arizona 32  72 

Indian  Territory 31  42 

New  Jersey 31  15 

Washington 30  72 

Connecticut 30  U 

Oregon 26  99 

Pennaylvama   2t)  41 

Utah 26  06 

South  Dakota 25  37 

Minnesota 25  34 

Wyoming 24  95 

Illinois 24  83 

Iowa 24  63 

Ohio    24  35 

New  Hampshire 23  69 

Nebraska 23  08 

Idaho 22  97 


Vermont 22 

Michigan 22 

Indiana 21 

Wisconsin 21 

Maryland IS 

Maine  18 

Delaware 17 

Kansas    17 

Missouri    17 

Nova  Scotia  16 

West  Vii^inia 14 

Oklahoma 13 

Florida 10 

Texas     9 

Kciitucky   y 

Virginia    8 

New  Mexico.    8 

Louisiana 8 

Arkansas 7 

Georgia 6 

Mississippi    6 

Tennessee 5 

North  Carolina    4 

South  Carolina    4 

Alabama 4 
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COMMENTS  ON  THE  STATISTICAL  TABLES. 

From  I  we  tiQd  that  school  sections  have  beea  consolidated  to 
the  extent  of  five — sn  improvement. 

Sectioss  Without  School 

increased  from  155  to  179.  Very  man;  of  these  hove  lait  th^iir 
school  population^n  some  caae.^  nearly  entirely  ;  but  in  other  ca^es 
there  should  be  school,  and  could  be  school  if  the  sections  were  nut 
80  small  or  weak,  or  if  the  trustees  made  the  proper  effort  in  tiiiio 
to  secure  a  teacher  before  unemployed  teachers  rntde  other  enyajje- 
ments.  The  conditions  prevailing  in  these  regions  are  more  or  li-ss 
fully  discussed  in  the  reports  of  their  respective  Inspectors,  pub- 
lished in  the  Appendix.  The  defaultin^r  counties  ranye  in  the 
following  onler  :  Cape  Breton  4S,  Inverness  20,  Victoria  14,  Guys- 
boro  14i,  Richmond  I'.i.  Five  counties  with  109  vacaiit  school 
sections.  These  counties  surround  the  focus  of  the  present  indus- 
trial activity  of  Nova  Scotia.  The  inference  is  supported  by  other 
fltatiatics,  that  the  teachers  funncrly  di.sposed  to  till  the-c  schools 
are  now  biding  diaft~d  into  the  more  remunerative  eniploymi'itts 
offered  in  their  neighborhood.  The  small  sMtion  could  have  a  jaehoo! 
of  some  kind  when  times  were  dull ;  but  when  tiicri'  is  a  deimind 
for  even  unskilled  labor,  the  attractions  of  .school  tijachimi  ftiil  to 
draw  or  even  to  hold.  In  the  other  tliirteen  counties  of  the 
Province  there  are  no  more  than  an  average  of  six  without  sehnol. 
In  all  of  these  there  are  a  tew  sections  wliich  have  lecoine  di^popu- 
lated  to  such  an  ext«nt  that  there  is  no  need  of  a  school.  There 
are  more  which  have  only  a  few  children. 

iSmall  S(1I(H)l  Secth'NS, 

From  XX  VII  it  aiipears  that  there  were  300  schools  opt-n  lhrun;^li- 
out  the  Frovineo  with  an  avcnige  of  aUmt  eight  in  dally  attini- 
dance.  The  general  system  of  priivJTieial  and  municipal  aid  cannot 
be  so  very  inadequate  when  so  many  small  schools  are  ki'pt  open. 
These  draw  upon  the  resources  of  the  Province  so  far  as  the  i)uali- 
lications  of  the  teachers  is  ciineerned,  as  fully  as  the  largest  sihools, 
and  ill  the  case  of  the  majority  of  tliem,  mnre  fully,  as  is  shown 
elsewhere.  A  county  which  has  its  .school  .sections  only  half  of  the 
proper  size,  has  twice  as  many  teach-rs  us  it  should  have  if  these 
schools  arc  all  o^ien:  ami  are  responsible  for  the  cutting  down  of 
the  Provincial  Aid  to  all  the  teachers  of  the  Province,  as  well  as  to 
their  own  teachers  Were  all  the  small  scliool  sections  built  up  to 
the  normal  sixii  recommended  \<y  the  Council  of  Public  In.strnction 
to  tile  local  authorities,  the  District  Scliool  Comniissioners,  e*ery 
scliool  could  have  a  teacher  without  increasing  the  present  slatl'  by 
one ;  and  the  Provincial  Aid,  twice  increased  within  the  l»st  decade. 
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-would  he  for  every  teacher,  not  only  aa  great,  but  greater  than  ever 
before  in  the  history  of  the  Province.  The  Government  has  several 
timed  increased  the  total  amouat  of  the  Provincial  Aid.  It  is  the 
local  authorities  with  the  mania  for  small  aectionn  who  are  respon- 
sible for  the  unnecessary  diininution  of  the  grants  below  the  old 
scale. 

There  were  71G  schools  open  with  an  enrolment  of  from  20  to  40 
pupils,  and  455  with  an  enrolment  of  over  forty,  each  with  one 
teacher  in  a  rural  seitlenient.  But  these  large  schools  drew  no 
more  from  the  provmcial  grant,  so  far  as  the  teacher's  powt'r  to 
draw  is  cou'^idered.  than  the  school  with  an  attemlanre  of  half 
a  dozen  chiMreo.  They  dr'-w  more  of  the  Municipal  Fund  which  is 
paid  accoiding  to  th<^  attendance;  but  the  925  grant  from  the 
this  fund,  and  the  Provincial  Aid,  were  no  greaier ;  and  aa 
againbtthe  "poor"  seeti-ns  they  were  evm  less- — for  the  "poor' 
get  one  third  more  of  each  of  these  two  grants. 

The  same  princi}tle  holds  true  with  respect  to  the  reinaiuing  197 
school  sectiona  wliich  have  yraiied  schools — averaging  fonr  depart- 
ments to  each  section.  These  vary  from  ths  village  school  with 
two  departments  to  thf  city  of  Halifax  with  14-"i  departments  The 
number  of  chiMren  in  tht- sf  »2 1  school  nmms  numler  47,4ii2.  jriving 
on  an  average  over  51  (mpils  to  each 

Til  illustrate,  take  a  "  poor"  and  a  lurL'u  rural  school  in  an  aver- 
age district  such  as  West  Mams  Assume  the  "fwor"  school  to 
have  the  average  nf  the  :{00  already  n-ferred  to,  and  the  largo  sch-ol 
an  average  of  :i.^  in  ihiilv  attendance:  then  thegiaiitt  which  would 
have  been  drawn  by  each  according  to  the  scale  of  last  year  would 
be  us  follows : 

POOR         LAU<!K 

Provincial  Aid.  class  "  I) " S7S  itfi         ?  55  +7 

Uunictpal  Fund,   fixed  grant  per  teacher.  .  . .      3;i  33  25  00 


Totals  of  these  two  elements  of  revenue   ....    107  2!l  80  47 

Manicii)al  Fund,   average   attendance IS  00  35  OO 


Sll.i  29         ^Uo  47 

That  is,  the  "poor"  sch(K)l  with  an  average  of  eight  in  West 
Hants  actually  received  last  year  as  much  public  money  as  the  hirge 
rural  schools  in  it  with  a  daily  average  attendance  of  3\  the 
teachers  having  the  same  cla-s  of  license.  In  other  words,  the 
"poor"  school  wan  receiving  four  or  five  times  nn  much  public  immey 
per  pupil  as  the  large  school  was.  This  iilustrati's  the  a-vmitagi  a 
<pf  the  "uoor"  school  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  is  one  reason  why  there,  ia 
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no  rush  for  consolidation  in  order  to  secure  a  share  of  the  S36,000 
grant  offered  hy  the  Governmtnt.  Now,  many  of  the  "poor" — 
peihapsl50of  them — have  smaller  attendances  than  eight;  but 
practically  get  about  as  much  public  money  as  the  school  with  an 
average  of  35  daily. 

This  also  helps  to  illustrate  why  there  is  such  a  tendency  to 
multiply  small  sections.  Make  the  sections  half  the  proper  size 
and  the  county,  if  it  ti  Is  the  schools  with  teachers  having  only  a 
few  pupds  each,  will  draw  double  the  money  from  tho  Provincial 
grant.  If  there  are  ton  >choolH  with  an  average  of  half  a  dnzen 
pupils  each  in  one  county,  they  will  draw  ten  times  as  much 
money  out  of  the  Provincial  grant  as  one  large  rural  or  city  school 
with  an  average  of  tifty  pupils  under  a  teacher  of  the  same 
class.  But  there  are  smHiler  schools  than  onos  with  an  average  of 
half  a  dozen.  One  of  the  l»est  educational  counties  in  the  province, 
Pictou,  had  four  schoi»l8  last  yt'ar  with  an  av(*rfig«^  daily  attendance 
of  less  than  tive.  There  were  no  less  than  forty -six  schools  with  an 
average  <laily  attendance  of  on'\  st^ven  and  six  tenths.  Ivich  pupil 
tau«;lit  in  tli«'.s(»  costs  the  public  fuiuis  more  than  twice  as  much  as 
each  pupil  in  the  lari»e  classes  of  the  Pictou.  N»-w  (ilasgow  and 
other  town  schools,  although  the  town  teachers  have  gi*nerally 
higher  licenses. 

Tahles  XVIII  and  XIX  show  that  thcTC  were  2!»")  '*  p"or"  school 
sections  o])en  last  year,  which  drew  ov»*r  and  above  the  nigular 
grants  givfu  in  all  the  other  schools,  Ii5'^.7)<>  02  from  the  Provin- 
cial Aid  which  is  a  fixed  sum  for  the  wliole  province.  This  amount 
was  th»'n*t*nre  <hMlucted  pro  rata  from  every  teacher's  grant,  those 
having  the  higher  lic^'iises  losing,  of  ci  ursi».  the  most  From  the 
Munieip.ii  Knnd  the  extra  draft  was  #:i.:iIS.:>{).  Were  "poor** 
schools  always  in  .su(*li  a  position  that  they  eon  Id  not  be  inc(»r|u.)r- 
ate-l  with  other  srcjions  -o  }i.s  to  bo  enlargi-il  t(.)  the  normal  s:/(.',  it 
would  !>e  «)nly  right  for  tin*  mor<?  fortunate  pf)rtionsof  tli*^  ]>roviTice 
to  thus  e 'Utrihute  to  ♦.heir  aid.  lUit  when'  it  is  possible  to  have 
th»'n»  »'nlar^ed,  ah^orbed,  united,  or  othiTwiNe  V>uilt  up  to  a  self  sup- 
portiiiif  si/»'.  lessened  in  iiumlrr  but  increased  in  territory.  ].'Opula- 
tioM  and  w»'alth,  it  should  he  don*'.  It  was  with  this  r»bjeet  in  view 
that  (hi*  law  was  so  changeil  in  11)00  that  I)i*-trict  School  (.'onmiis- 
sioinTs  cou  d  effect  sueh  c»!isolidation  without  the  old  time  two- 
third-!  majority  ot  each  'Section  atlreted.  In  fact  I  have  ])ressed  on 
Inspi-etors  t,h»'  n»'C»'ssity  of  askinc;  the  District  B<;ards  to  consider 
tht'  alsorpti'jn  or  un  on  of  all  small  se<*tions  which  are  not  able  to 
su  p«»rt  a  fair  schnol.  This  w»jik  his  an* -dy  been  entend  u]»on; 
hut  th«.'  |rogr»'>s  is  likely  i«)  be  slow  on  account  of  the  universal 
although  unr«'asorial»le  pn-juiice  of  chani^nng  the  sitt*  of  an  old 
school  pri'vir)U>ly  establi>;hefl.  This  is  Ji  specie^  of  consolidation 
which  is  cln-ap  aufl  t.'verywherf'  practicahle.  Consolidation  with 
convi'vaiice  will  l»e  prictical''«*  in  many  places,  possibly,  and  will  be 
r«'t«'rri-d  to  u»id»'r  the  iii-ail  of  the  .Macdonald  Consolidated  Scliool  at 
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General  Comments. 

Table  I  shows  that  school  ^rdens  increased  from  24  to  52  dur- 
ing the  year.  II  shows  that  male  teachers  decreased  hy  44  and 
female  increa^sed  by  46  IV  shows  a  higher  attendance  during  the 
■autumn  and  spring  quarters  of  the  year  than  the  previous  year 
although  a  lower  attendance  during  the  winter  quarters.  V  shows 
a  decrease  in  the  attendance  due  to  the  shortening  of  the  teaching 
term  by  one  week.  VI  shows  the  number  taking  up  the  new 
special  suljects  in  the  common  school  grades.  VII  shows  that 
there  are  more  girls  than  boys  in  the  kindergartens  ;  Imt  that  there 
are  more  boys  in  all  the  lower  grades  from  I  up  to  VI  than  girls 
From  grades  VII  up  to  XI  the  girls  are  greatly  in  excess,  l»eing 
nearly  double  the  number  of  boys  in  grades  X  and  XL  This  indi- 
cates that  the  boys  are  being  withdrawn  to  a  g^reater  extent  from  the 
higher  grades  than  the  girls ;  and  that  the  high  school  is  becoming 
already  predominantly  feminine  in  its  pupils.  VIII  to  XI  give  an 
analysis  of  the  high  school  study  wherever  it  is  undertaken  through- 
out the  4)rovince  in  the  Academies  and  other  high  schools,  and  in 
(as  extension  work^  perhaps  1000  of  the  rural  and  village  schools. 
In  table  XII  an  acci<lental  error  in  the  abstract  from  i  umber:and 
makes  the  number  of  school  houses  and  departments  diminish 
respectively  at  the  rate  of  88  and  107.  The  correct  tigun  s  for 
Cumberland  are  respectively  155  and  209,  which  will  reduce  the 
provincial  figures  by  66  and  «7  rt'spectively.  The  number  of  pupils 
enrolled  not  belonging  to  the  section  appears  U:)  have  decreased  by 
309,  which  may  mean  that  more  provision  is  being  made  for 
educational  work  within  each  section.  XIII  shows  that  laboratory 
accommodation  and  libraries  are  regularly  developing.  XV  and 
XVI  show  that  salaries  are  on  the  whole  showing  a  flight  improve- 
ment. 

County  Acadkmiks  and  High  schools. 

XX  gives  a  full  view  of  the  high  school  work  done  in  the 
County  Academies,  nearlv  all  of  which  have  within  the  last  few 
years  put  up  greatly  improved  or  modern  buildings.  One  or  two 
of  the  lagging  ones  have  already  made  the  initial  mo\ement  As 
stated  in  previous  reports,  we  have  many  high  schools  which  are 
superior  in  their  equipment  to  many  of  the  County  Academies. 

We  have  now  on  the  staffs  of  our  Academies  and  high  schools 
quite  a  number  of  distinguished  univ^ersity  scholars  as  well  as  able 
teachers  who  are  making  a  good  impression  on  the  rising  gen- 
eration. 

Mixed  Common  and  High  Schools. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  discussion  of  matters   which  may 
•  oome  under  this   head.    At   least  1,000  of  our  village  and  rural 
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schools,  even  when  they  arc  uncra-led,  do  sume  high  aeh'>ol  work 
to  the  extent  of  nidiiig  a  few  pupils  to  i'iihh  exiiiiiiDution  on  the 
work  oi'  grftiios  IX.  X,  ami  even  XI.  Tlie  '  Iowa  "  coniiilaiii  that 
the  toneher  i-*  nej;li«:ting  the  thirty  or  forty  c<jiuiiioq  school  (mpih, 
teaching  three  or  four  high  school  pupils  a  mii  tiiude  of  Hulijects — 
some  of  graile  IX,  some  of  grade  X,  and  -oinetiiiie«  8i>uiu  of  gmde 
XI,  And  when  Ihe  teHclier's  time  is  tliuK  di-wipated  there  is  good 
reasiin  to  snsjiect  the  neglect  of  thorough  ilrillin^i  in  the  elementary 
Bubjecta  with  the  thirty  or  forty  eleiiientury  or  common  school 
grade  pupiU.  The  renidt  of  this  discussion  in  the  prt  hs  and  else- 
where has  develo[.if'd  the  tendency  on  the  part  of  many  teachers 
to  refuse  to  do  hiuh  ^chuol  work  at  all  wln'n  thiTc  is  a  largi;  Kchool 
of  elementary  pupils.  "  Let  the  few  of  high  ^eho<^l  grado  go  to  the 
County  Acuih'iiiy  where  the  law  haw  pi-o%ided  a  free  course  of 
tuition  for  them,"  is  their  stock  answer. 

But  the  "  highs"  protest  against  this,  "  Are  you  goiiig  to  force 
us  to  send  our  children  into  the  towns  to  'nil'l  up  thuir  institutions 
at  our  expense,  and  compel  us  to  go  to  ihe  t'xiiensc  of  Ixiarding 
them  aliroad.when  a.  little  t':<tra  help  from  thi- teiich'T  woidd  enable 
the.a  to  get  along  as  Itn-ir  fathers  did  in  thegwd  old  rural  scIdoW 
they  argue.  Corr.-spondents  at  the  present  time  are  gi^neraily 
taking  this  grouml.  showing  very  plaiidy  that  the  '  lows  "  hud  hold 
of  only  one  side  of  the  prolilem. 

The  K'hication  D^ijartni'-nt  sees  that  then'  is  something  to  be 
Bttid  in  favor  of  each  of  these  opposite  views.  In  the  Nova  Scotia 
system  there  is  therefore  not  laid  down  aii_\  hard  and  fast  liw  that 
in  rural  schools  nothing  heiond  a  ceitain  grade  can  be  taught.  It 
recognizes  the  fact  that  it  is  yoinetimes  of  very  great  value  to 
people  in  a  community  to  have  some  high  selutol  work  done  when 
the  teacher  hus  the  t;act  anil  the  powi.T  to  give  at  the  same  lime 
sufficient  drill  in  the  elements  to  tlie  nauss  ')f  the  children.  The 
problem  is  left  to  the  aohition  of  the  teach-  r  and  trustcs,  aided  by 
the  inspector,  at  his  own  option,  or  on  th>-  re(|nest  of  either  >  r  both 
of  the  parties.  Where  b>ith  teacher  and  tiustces  are  wise  the 
results  arc  likely  to  be  veiy  much  bettei-  than  those  resulting  from 
a  rule  prohibiting  the  doing  of  any  work  beyimd  certain  grades  in 
certain  -schools.  The  present  elasticity  allows  of  the  besta^ijust- 
ment  to  the  peculiar  condition.s  existing  in  nnmenm.s  section.s. 

Manual  Trainino  Scjhools, 

By  reference  to  table  XXII  the  development  of  Mechanic  Science 
and  DiiDiestic  Science  schools  during  the  year  can  be  seen  at  a 
glance.  The  great  argument  in  favor  of  these  institutions  with 
most  .-chool  boards  is  the  liberal  grant  given  them  But  this  as 
well  as  other  arguments  have  not  been  sufficient  to  move  some  f>-w 
town  school  boards  to  introduce  the  subject.     Mr.  T,  B.  Kiduer's 
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term  of  service  under  the  MaedonaUi  Fund  having  ceased,  he  was 
engaged  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  for  a  year  as  super- 
visor of  both  Mechanic  and  Domestic  Science,  with  a  special  view 
to  fixing  a  standard  in  every  quarter  of  the  province  which  could 
henceforward  be  maintained  by  our  regu'ar  Inspectors.  As  the 
Manual  Training  schools  are  not  very  numerous  he  was  instructed 
as  a  part  of  his  work  to  endeavor  to  stimulate  the  development  of 
all  manual  training  subject^,  such  as  drawing,  card-board  work,  etc., 
wherever  he  might  be  visiting  public  schools ;  and  under  the  direc- 
tion of  I  he  Principal  of  the  Normal  School  to  turn  all  the  informa- 
tion thus  acquired  into  the  most  practical  form  of  usefulness  in 
equipping  the  graduates  of  the  Provincial  Normal  School  as  well  as 
of  the  Manual  Trainmg  schools  affiliated  with  it.  I  am  sorry  to 
have  to  report  that  the  Domestic  Science  school  so  auspiciously 
opened  in  the  Chester  public  school  and  illustrated  in  my  report  of 
last  year,  has  not,  apparent'y,  been  al)le  to  open  at  the  beginning  of 
the  present  yea  .  For  further  information,  Mr.  Kidner's  report  in 
Appendix  A.  page  70,  should  be  read. 

TiiE  Provincial  Normal  School. 

The  following  record  of  the  growth  of  the  training  element  in  the 
teaching  staff' of  the  province  ^mce  1893  is  interesting.  For  many 
years  before  this  date,  although  nearly  as  many  were  graduating 
from  the  Normal  Scliool  eveiy  year  as  at  present,  the  number  of 
teachers  employed  hy  school  boards  never  appeared  to  have  a  tend- 
ency to  exceed  about  400  Since  that  date  there  is  tlie  following 
record  of  the  public  appreciation  of  the  Normal  trained  teachers : — 

Nokmal-Trainkd  Teachers  Employed. 

CcuNTiES     1893  1804.  1895.  1896.  1897.  1898.  1899.  1900.  1901.  1902.  1903. 

Anr.apolis 25  25  33  35  33  38  45  51  60  60  69 

Antigoniah  ...     2  7  6  6  10  13  20  25  25  18  21 

Cape  Breton..    17  22  29  33  34  41  43  49  47  73  84 

Colchester 63  67  85  98  106  101  87  88  90  89  99 

Cumberland..   75  83  95  104  109  104  114  107  119  126  117 

Dighy    17  14  14  27  28  28  31  29  32  51  58 

Guysboro....     2  13  18  13  18  16  24  29  27  32  39 

Halifax  Co    ..   23  40  57  57  53  67  60  56  54  67  71 

Halifax  City  .   31  35  34  38  44  48  54  59  62  70  62 

Hants    45  38  48  46  51  63  62  63  74  79  82 

Inverness  ... .     7  7  17  20  21  24  25  31  39  49  40 

Kings 23  35  48  43  49  40  40  52  59  50  48 

Luneniiurg  . . .   23  34  38  51  57  63  61  60  59  66  66 

Pictou    20  33  41  49  56  53  52  56  55  64  68 

Queens 5  7  7  15  10  15  13  18  14  19  20 

Richmond....     5  9  6  7  13  10  16  18  17  24  27 

Shelburne . . . .     3  4  5  13  16  18  19  21  25  22  26 

Victoria 4  4  9  6  7  19  20  15  20  18  16 

Yarmouth....   18  22  26  29  37  47  64  60  69  67  74 
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In  the  report  of  Principal  Soloan,  in  Appendix  A,  page  49,  are 
very  many  valuable  suggestions,  among  which  is  the  recommenda- 
tion, that  hereafter  provision  he  made  for  the  free  supply  of  books 
required  by  students  in  attendance  at  the  school.  Already  the 
institution  is  place'i  nearer  any  part  of  Nova  Scotia  than  its  imme- 
diate surroundings  by  the  device  of  a  five  cent  allowance  for  travel 
to  and  from  the  school  of  students  from  beyond  ten  miles.  Free 
texts  in  the  institution  appears  to  be  equally  the  duty  of  the  pro- 
vince. The  Provincial  School  of  Agriculture  is  very  intimately 
affiliated  to  the  Normal ;  and  the  physical,  chemical  and  biological 
laboratories  are  the  most  fully  equipped  of  any  institution  (includ- 
ing the  universities)  in  the  Atlantic  Provinces  of  Canada.  During 
vacation  time  those  who  have  taken  an  interebt  in  its  scientific 
work  are  very  commonly  returning  to  do  some  practical  work — in 
which  respect  it  is  quire  unique  among  the  educational  institutions 
of  the  country  The  report  of  Principal  Smith,  in  Appendix^,  will 
give  some  further  idea  of  what  is  being  done.  The  new  agricul- 
tural college  building  is  approaching  completion ;  and  short  courses 
for  next  year  are  already  being  arranged  for. 

Summer  Vacation  Schools. 

The  various  buildinp;s  of  the  Normal  School  group  are  utilized 
during  vacation  for  summer  schools,  attended  by  teachers  who  are 
regularly  employed  themselves  during  the  rest  of  the  year.  There 
have  been  held  (1)  a  live  weeks*  course  in  the  agricultural  sciences 
by  Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Harlow,  wMth  scholarship  assistants,  (2)  a 
live  weeks'  course  for  Acadian  (French)  bilingual  teachers,  develop- 
ing the  best  methods  for  teaching  Acadian  children  English  by  the 
natural,  colloquial  method.  Fuller  details  are  given  in  Mr.  Benoit's 
report  to  Principal  Soloan  of  the  work  done  and  methods  employed, 
which  w-ill  be  found  summarized  in  his  report  already  referred  to. 
(3)  A  live  wrecks'  course  in  m»*nual  training  work,  card-woik,  paper- 
folding,  woodwork,  etc.,  under  Supervisor  Ki^iner.  And  (4)  a  course 
in  domestic  science,  with  special  reference  to  laundry  and  the  treat- 
ment of  textile  fabrics,  by  Miss  McCall,  for  the  domestic  science 
teachers. 

Technical  Instruction. 

Under  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and  Mines  schools  for 
the  Instruction  of  Enginemen,  aud  of  Underground  Managers  and 
Overmen  were  held  in  the  principal  centres  of  the  mining  industries 
as  follows  : 

Instructors  of  Enginemen,  1908. 

R  Anderson    Glace  Bay,  Cape  Breton  Co. 

W.  Hayman    We^tville,  Pictou  Co. 

D.  Reynolds    Stellarton,  Pictou  Co. 

R  J.  Bell Port  Hood.  Inverness  Co. 

Norman  McKenzie Dominion  No.  1,  (Jape  Breton  Co. 

A.  A.  Ferguson   Reserve,  Cape  Breton  Co. 
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Instructors  op  Underground  Managers  and  Overmen,  1903. 

James  Scott Springhill,  Cum.  Co. 

Walter  Johnston     Chignecto,  Cum.  Co. 

Sydney  Greer Joggins,  Cum.  Co. 

John  McDonald Intercolonial  Colliery. 

A.  B.  McDonald Stellarton,  Pictou  Co. 

D.  G.  Love Thorburn,  Pictou  Co. 

John  R.  McDonald Coalburn,  Pictou  Co. 

A.  R.  McLellan Port  Hood,  Inverness  Co. 

Joseph  Nirgin     Broad  Cove,  Inverness  Co. 

J.  A.  Roy Mabou,  Inverness  Co. 

D.  Brown     Sydney  Mines,  Cape  Breton  Co. 

J  W.  Dobson Glace  Bay,  Cape  Breton  Co. 

Rich.  Welton Caledonia,  Cape  Breton  Co. 

Norman  McDonald     . , .  .Dominion  No,  4,  Cape  Breton  Co 

W.  Wilson Dominion  No.  1,  Cape  Breton  Co. 

P.  Walsh Bridgeport,  Cape  Breton  Co. 

James  Connors Reserve,  Cape  Breton  Co. 

Universities,  Colleges  and  Other  Institutions. 

In  table  XXIII  will  be  found  a  summary  view  of  the  universi- 
ties and  general  private  schools  and  colleges  of  the  province  so  far 
as  it  was  possible  to  find  the  facts. 

The  Inspectors'  reports  are  given  in  Appendix  B  and  are  most 
important,  as  they  give  a  picture  of  the  state  of  education  as  it 
appears  in  the  concrete.  In  Appendix  C  are  lengthy  reports  from 
the  Chairman  of  the  Scho)l  Board  of  Ha  if  ax  City  and  from  the 
Supervisor;  more  important  than  usual  on  account  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  a  commercial  course  in  the  County  Academy  in  accordance 
with  the  general  provisions  of  the  course  of  study  for  the  develop- 
ment of  optional  subjects.  On  page  167,  Appendix  D  commences, 
with  reports  from  a  number  of  special  institutions  which  include 
the  schools  for  the  blind  and  deaf.  And  on  page  183,  Appendix  E 
commences,  and  contains  sketches  of  the  work  of  the  various  educa- 
tional institutes  including  that  of  the  Provincial  Educational  Asso- 
ciation for  the  year. 

Supply  of  Teacheks. 

There  were  only  345  new  teachers  engaged  during  the  year, 
although  in  1902,  654  licenses  were  issued;  namely,  10  A's,  SH  B's, 
198  Cs,  242  D's,  and  116  D's  (pro v.).  In  1903  571  licenses  were 
issued;  namely,  6  A's,  72  B's,  177  C's,  251  D's,  and  65  D's  (prov.). 
Some  of  these  issues  did  not  mean  new  teachers.  They  indicated 
merely  an  advance  of  class.  Then  during  the  present  year  there 
was  a  very  considerable  migration  of  teachers  to  the  western  pro- 
vinces of  the  Dominion,  where  salaries  were  reported  to  be  more 

-adequate.      This  state  of  affairs  combined  with  the  too  numerous 
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small  and  weak  school  sections,  and  the  improvement  of  wages  in 
other  occapations,  has  made  teachers  scarce  in  regions  whe  e  they 
were  not  sought  for  in  good  time  with  a  suHicient  indacement. 

Permissive  Licenses. 

For  many  years  it  was  permitted,  under  certain  circumstances,  to 
give  a  license  to  some  local  person,  not  fully  qualified,  in  order  to 
have  a  school  of  some  kind  in  a  necluded  aectioo.  This  provision 
was  mainly  exploited  in  the  Cape  Breton  counties,  and  in  the  French 
sections  in  Clare.  It  was  found,  however,  that  the  system  was 
injurious  in  two  respects — to  the  communities  themselves  and  aUo 
to  the  teaching  profession — to  the  former,  because  unqunlified 
teachers  produced  defective  scholars,  and  iu  many  cases  led  truiiteea 
to  be  careless  in  seeking  for  a  qualified  teacher.  Kor  by  letrin^  the 
proper  opportunity  of  securing  a  teacher  pass  they  might  later,  on 
the  plea  of  being  unable  to  get  a  licensed  teacher,  help  some  local 
friend  to  olitain  a  " permissive"  and  the  right  to  public  funds, 
which  in  i.ther  parts  of  the  province  could  be  obtained  only  on 
passing  the  legal  and  published  examination  test^.  It  thus  led  to 
the  perpetuation  of  the  evil  which  it  wa'^  expected  to  temporarily 
suppress.  In  the  second  place  it  was  iiijurinus  to  the  profession, 
for  it  put  unqualified  persons  on  the  same  plane  as  the  qualified ; 
and  the  expectation  of  getting  a  "  T>crmis.*tive  "  for  some  local  (larty 
has  often  been  demonstrated  to  the  Educati'>n  Department  to  be 
the  cause  of  the  rejection  of  the  applications  of  regular  teachers. 

In  Clare  the  regular  pres.iure  put  on  these  "  permissivcs " 
duriug  the  lastfew  years  has  at  last  resulted  in  their  abolition,  and 
in  the  supply  of  licons-  d  teachers.  In  i  he  Ciipe  Breton  counties,  the 
giod  employment  given  in  other  occupations  prevented  the  succi'hs 
which  attended  the  policy  in  the  Frencli  sections.  The-e  counties 
are  also  suffering  from  the  indulgence  in  "  p>-rmissiv(-8 "  in  those 
past  days,  for  the  unqualified  teachers  have  left  many  of  the  young 
people  !-o  defectively  educated  that  they  have  poor  chances  of  pa«s- 
ing  the  tests  submitted  to  with  success  in  the  rest  of  the  pmvince, 
and  in  the  acad>  mies,  high  school.s,  and  superior  schools  of  the 
island  itself.  It  is  therefore  difficult  to  get  young  teachers  who  can 
qualify  in  these  rural  districts ;  while  the  industrial  activity  of  the 
county  calls  away  the  trained  and  capable  male  teachers  nf  foimer 
times,  and  even  the  capable  female  teachers,  on  account  of  the 
meagre  remuneration  offered. 

A  return  to  the  issuing  of  "permissives"  would  satisfy  the  local 
sentiment.  But  when  this  method  has  been  already  seen  to  act 
merely  as  an  opiate  in  the  regions  concerned,  relieving  but  not 
curing,  and  in  addition,  creating  another  disease;  and  when  it  is 
so  unfair  to  the  teaching  profession  that  it  can  no  longer  be 
tolerated,  it  is  clear  that  such  a  procedure  is  not  the  honest  and 
fltateemaalike  coarso.    The  first  course   should  be  the  enlargement 
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of  each  school  section  up  to  the  normal  size  wherever  it  is  poasibl^. 
This  will  increase  the  local  power  of  assessment,  and  also  the  public 
school  grants.  If  when  this  is  done  the  diiSculty  is  not  obviated, 
some  change  of  the  present  laws  for  the  distribution  of  public 
funds  may  be  made  to  meet  such  cases,  if  it  is  practicable  to  arran^jfe 
for  such  aid  without  the  liability  of  any  abuse  of  such  public 
generosity. 

A  gentleman  who  has  been  investigating  the  causes  of  closed 
schools,  and  discussing  them  in  the  press,  says  :  "  I  visited  all  these 
"  sections  and  made  particular  enquiries  with  respect  to  the  cause 
^  of  having  no  teachers.  I  found  a  remarkable  unanimity  exist.  In 
"  many  cases  the  parents  of  children  in  these  vacant  sections  were 
"  very  sad  and  discouraged.  The  main  reason^  I  may  say,  was 
**  that  ratepayers  having  children  were  in  the  minority  and  could 
"  ru)t  influence  the  others  to  vote  an  adequate  sum  to  secure  a 
"  teacher.  Sometimes,  also,  there  may  be  ratepayers,  with  children 
"  of  school  age,  whose  means  are  so  limited  that  they  will  not  ven- 
"  ture  to  vote  a  proper  sum."  .  .  .  .  "  We  do  not  want  to  go 
"  back  to  permissives.     There  is  no  need  to  do  so." 

The  difficulty  which  meets  us  here  is,  that  if  the  province  gives  a 
special  grant  to  such  self-governing  people,  it  may  act  as  a  premium 
on  the  extension  of  their  system  to  other  parts  of  the  country 
which  so  far  have  been  doing  their  duty  though  equally  "  limited  in 


means." 


Salaries  of  Teachers. 

The  question  of  salaries  of  teachers  is  one  which  concerns  the 
people  of  Nova  Scotia  generally  more  than  it  does  the  teachers 
themselves  personally ;  for  the  teacher  can  improve  his  position 
very  simply — and  he  is  doing  so — by  taking  up  another  occupation. 
But  no  matter  how  modern  or  ideal  the  general  educational  system 
may  be,  if  it  has  the  one  defect  of  indifferent  teachers  all  the  other 
perfections  will  avail  little.  It  is  plain  to  every  one  who  thinks 
that  without  "living  salaries  "  it  is  impossible  to  retain  more  than 
a  very  few  able  teachers.  Under  these  circumstances  it  is  the 
people  who  suffer  ;  for  too  large  a  proportion  of  the  clever  members 
of  the  profession  will  enter  other  more  remunerative  employments. 
No  passing  of  laws,  no  dissemination  of  instructions,  no  amount  of 
inspection,  however  agonized  the  officer  may  be  over  his  mass  of 
defectives,  can  produce  good  results  when  the  te6u:her  is  weak. 
And  if  the  salaries  are  to  remain  low,  only  the  weaker  as  a  rule  will 
remain  in  the  profession,  even  should  circumstances  force  many  ris- 
ing individuals  to  take  temporary  employment  in  the  service. 

The  Provincial  Government  cannot  be  expected  to  do  much  more 
for  the  general  teacher  by   increasing  the  Provincial  Aid;  as  it  is 
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now  bejarinning  to  stimulate  other  forms  of  useful  education,  the  full 
development  of  which  will  require  a  heavy  and  increasing  financial 
support.  The  people  in  the  great  majority  of  school  districts  must 
learn  to  do  their  duty  to  their  own  children  as  those  in  numerous 
intelligent  communities  in  every  part  of  the  province  are  already 
doing.  Our  self  governing  school  sections  must  in  such  districts  be 
<nvilized,  the  hearts  of  the  fathers  must  be  turned  to  their  children ; 
then  the  local  democracy  can  be  expected  to  make  a  reasonable 
effort  to  organize  and  maintain  a  good  school  in  its  midst.  Some- 
bow  or  other  these  people  have  got  an  idea  into  their  heads  that  the 
^central  government  should  do  every  thing  for  them.  They  force 
the  kind-hearted  compliant  members  of  District  Boards  to  divide 
their  school  sections  into  territorial  morsels  one-half  or  one-third  of 
the  normal  size  peruiitting  the  attendance  of  all  children  on  foot : 
and  then  cry  out  that  they  cannot  get  a  teacher,  while  teachers 
have  gone  a  begging  for  schools  in  every  county  in  the  province, 
and  many  have  gone  into  other  provinces  for  a  school.  There  were 
over  300  schools  last  year  in  the  province,  with  only  about  an 
average  of  eight  pupils  apiece.  .  For  each  of  these  schools  $25  was 
taken  out  of  the  municipal  fund  for  every  teacher — just  as  much 
as  for  each  teacher  with  an  attendance  of  from  40  to  50.  For  each 
also  there  has  been  made  as  large  a  demand  on  the  Provincial  Aid  as 
for  the  teacher  with  a  school  four  or  five  times  as  large.  And  more 
than  that.  The  great  majority  of  these  were  placed  on  the  list  of 
•*poor  sections,"  and  therefore  drew  one  third  more  than  the 
teiachers  of  the  birgost  schools  elsewhere.  So  much  for  the  opera- 
tion of  the  general  law  in  favor  of  these  small  schools.  The  failure 
comes  from  the  local  side — From  the  lack  of  local  support,  But  in 
many  of  these  places  it  is  impossible  on  account  of  the  isolation  of 
the  settlements  to  take  in  sufficient  territory  to  give  any  adequate 
local  support  for  maintaining  a  good  school.  These  are  the  *'  poor 
sections"  to  whom  the  giving  of  aid  would  be  twice  blessed — bless- 
ing those  who  give  as  well  as  those  who  receive.  But  when  we 
find  that  more  than  one-half  of  the  school  sections  of  the  province 
are  very  much  smaller  than  they  should  be,  just  from  the  unwise 
selfishness  and  blind  public  polic}'  of  rural  bosses  who  wish  to  have 
the  school  house  near  their  children,  when  experience  shows  that  it 
might  be  better  for  these  same  children  that  the  school 
house  were  at  least  two  miles  from  their  homes — when  we  find 
these  sections  unable  to  engSLoe  a  teacher  on  account  of  the 
exaggeration  of  their  poverty  by  the  subdivision  of  assessable  terri- 
tory into  too  many  school  sections,  we  feel  that  it  may  not  have 
been  altogether  wise  to  give  so  much  self-governinent  to 
people  who  have  shown  so  little  wisdom  in  governing  themselves, 
and  whose  mistakes  lessen  the  public  grants  in  every  other  school 
flection  in  the  province. 

On  pages  xvi  to  xx  of  my  Report  for  1902, 1  discussed  the  sub- 
ject with  a  view  to  the  fixing  of  a  minimum  salary  for  each  class  of 
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teacher  in  certain  grades  of  schools,  in  order  to  qualify  the  section 
to  draw  public  funds.  In  the  Journal  of  Education  of  April  fol- 
lowing I  called  attention  to  the  difficulty  which  the  legislature 
would  have  in  framing  a  universally  satisfactory  minimum  law  ; 
but  also  pointed  out  the  successful  operation  of  such  a  law  with  re- 
spect to  the  salaries  of  teachers  in  the  county  academies.  I  then 
made  the  following  suggestions  to  teachers  : — 

In  the  meantime  there  is  no  reason  why  teachers  should  not  make  a  universal 
and  spoDtaneons  movement  on  some  common  line.  Let  it  be  undeistrxKl  that  in  tJ^e 
poorest  schocl  section  any  class  D  teacher  accepting  less  than  $100  from  the  section, 
or  any  class  C  teacher  accepting  less  than  SI 40,  or  any  class  6  teacher  accepting  less- 
than  $180,  will  be  considered  as  acting  unprofessionally.  These  figures  are  less  than, 
the  average  salaries  for  female  teachers  of  the  respective  classes  last  year. 

As  a  rule  a  school  section  which  cannot  offer  this  much  to  a  licensed  teacher 
should  never  have  been  erected  into  a  school  section.  Such  sections  are  often  one- 
half  or  even  one-third  of  the  size  they  should  and  could  be.  The  only  poor  section 
which  can  be  excused  for  poverty  is  one  that  contains  at  least  twelve  B<juare  miles — 
a  circle  of  two  miles  around  the  school  house — about  8000  acres.  Any  smaller  one 
which  can  be  enlarged  from  adjacent  territory  has  no  right  to  consideration  at  alL 
for  its  poverty.  V\  here  conditions  exist  preventing  the  formation  of  a  section  of 
normal  size,  it  is  right  that  the  privileges  designed  for  the  aid  of  honest  poor  sections- 
should  be  enjoyed.  That  is  admitted.  But  neither  the  teacher  nor  the  section  of 
the  poorest  kind  should  receive  a  public  grant  if  the  contribution  fix>m  the  section  ie- 
less  than  the  figures  mentioned — $100  for  D,  $140  for  C,  and  $180  for  B.  In  the 
better  rural  sections  no  lees  than  $150  should  be  offered  or  accepted  by  a  Third  class, 
teacher,  no  less  than  $200  for  a  Second  class,  and  no  less  than  $:^00  for  a  First  class  ■ 
teacher.     In  many  rural  sections  a  higher  standard  has  been  followed  f<  r  many  years. 

Teachers  in  every  school  should  call  the  attention  of  candidate  teachers  as  well 
as  of  each  other  to  this  tentative  scale  for  rural  schools  ;  so  that  we  may  see  whether 
anything  can  be  done  to  raise  the  average  by  voluntary  concerted  action. 

The  Inspectors  were  requested  to  report  all  cases  in  which  this 
recommendation  was  not  followed,  in  order  to  study  specially  the 
conditions  existing  in  such  communities.  It  has  already  stimulated 
improvement  in  many  of  the  backward  school  sections,  and  may^ 
account,  possibly,  for  some  of  the  vacant  schools.  These  and  other 
facts  are  being  brought  before  the  Inspectors  and  a  committee  of 
the  Provincial  Educational  Association,  for  study  and  the  sugges- 
tion of  remedial  legislation. 

The  salary  qu^tion  is  not  a  difficulty  peculiar  to  Nova  Scotia. 
In  the  eastern  provinces  of  Canada,  in  some  portions  of  the  United 
States,  in  Great  Britain,  and  in  France,  it  has  lately  been  a  matter 
of  public  concern  or  of  special  inquiry. 

In  France. 

Just  before  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  there  was  a 
short  but  powerful  educational  campaign  in  which  it  was  demon- 
strated that  of  all  the  civil  servants  in  the  employ  of  the  Bepublic 
the  common  school  teachers  were  the  most  poorly  paid.  The  proof 
was  so  plain  that  the  conscience  of  the  nation  was  touched  and  in 
the  year  1900  over  one  million  dollars  were  added  to  the  salaries^ 
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In  France  tlie  school  sections  (communes),  are  not  self-^verned  as 
here.  It  is  a  centralized  system  which  woold  suit  many  poitions  of 
our  country'  liettei-  than  the  British  democratic  system  which  can 
be  successful  only  where  there  is  sufficient  local  intelligence  and 
force  in  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the  community. 

In  France  the  fully  certificated  teacher  when  appointed  to  a 
common  school  is  n  civil  servant  with  a  life  tenure  of  his  position 
except  in  case  cif  mishehavior.  He  gets  a  free  house  and  a  garden. 
He  is  also  as  a  rule  made  secretary  tif  the  mayor  of  the  commune 
in  which  he  is  the  teacher,  for  which  lie  gets  an  additional  small 
salary.  Wiih  increase  of  service  and  succe-s  he  may  be  promoted 
from  a  provisional  (Stngiaire)  at  the  equivalent  of  ^180  a  year  to 
Fifth  das'!  at  ?200,  then  to  the  Fourth  class  at  $240,  then  to  the 
Third  at  ShOO,  then  to  the  Second  at  $360,  and  finally  to  the  First 
class  at  !i'4O0  These  promotions  depend  on  vacancies  as  well  as 
upon  merit  and  time  of  service.  For  by  the  law  of  1900  the  First 
class  are  limited  to  ')  per  cent,  of  the  whole  of  the  teachers  of 
Fiance,  the  Sccimd  to  1-^  per  cent.,  the  Third  to  25  per  cent.,  the 
Fourth  to  2-1  pur  cent,  the  Fifth  to  20  per  cent., and  the  provisionals' 
to  10  per  cent.  At  55  years  of  age,  if  he  has  taught  25  years,  he 
can  ntire  on  a  pension  ei|Ual  to  one  hdlf  of  hi.^  average  salary  for 
the  last  six  yeara.  And  for  every  additional  year  he  teaches  he  will 
draw  2  per  cent,  more. 

General  View  of  "C<immon  School"  Salaries. 
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In  looking  at  the  Xova  Scotian  figures  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  mali-  teachers  are  now  only  about  one-tifth  of  the  whole, 
the  female  teachers  numbering  2,053  to  4*1  mijle  teachers.  The 
average  salaries  for  the  Class  "  A  "  teachers  of  Nova  Scotia  for  1903 
are  respectively  $80!'  and  S457  for  males  and  females.  But 
together  they  form  no  more  than  live  per  cent,  of  the  teachers  of 
the  province.  However,  71  of  these  are  male  and  only  24  female. 
This  proves  that  when  salaries  are  kept  up  male  teachers  can  afford 
to  remain  in  the  profession.  But  all  these  are  engaged  as  a  rule  in 
high  school  work,  either  in  the  Academies  or  other  high  schools 
and  a  few  in  the  superior  common  schoola  There  are  probably  as 
many  class  "  B  "  teachers  doing  high  school  work  as  there  are  class 
"A"  teachers  doing  common  school  work.  We  have  therefore 
eliminated  the  "  A "  teachers  from  the  above  conspecms,  and 
grouped  the  cla.>ise8  with  those  of  France  so  as  to  show  their 
approximate  equivalence. 


EDUCATION — SUPERINTENDENTS  REPORT.  XXIU 


"U.  S.  A.  Ria»ORT,  1902.  Vol.  I,  Chap,  vin.— EDUCATION  IN  CANADA." 

The  above  quoted  artiole  is  a  most  valuable  one,  and  is  conceived  in  the  highest 
spirit  of  fairness.  But  t  he  compiler  has  in  some  respects  very  sravelj  misunderstood 
the  statistics  with  which  he  was  dealing,  or  has  been  the  victim  of  some  very  inac- 
curate informer — especially  evident  in  table  II,  page  426.  He  represents  as  the 
average  of  the  salaries  of  Nova  Scotian  teachers,  the  average  of  the  salaries  of  class 
'*  D,"  which  corresponds  to  the  fifth  class  and  provisionals  (Stagiaires)  of  France.  Oa 
page  449  this  incorrect  impression  will  he  obliterated  if  the  statistician  should  happen 
to  notice  the  average  salaries  of  each  of  the  Nova  Scotian  classes  there  given  for  the 
year  1901.  But  there  is  also  evidence  of  inaccuracy  in  the  salary  statistics  of  the 
•other  provinces  ;  so  much,  that  the  whole  table  is  misleading  instead  of  being  useful. 

Inspectors'  Special  Work. 

During  the  year  the  Inspectors  made  a  revision  of  the  bound- 
aries of  the  school  sections  within  their  respective  jurisdictions,  and 
recorded  them  in  duplicate,  one  copy  being  kept  in  the  safe  of  the 
registrar  of  deeds.  They  have  also  been  studying  the  development 
of  the  manual  training  work  at  present  under  the  supervision  of 
Mr.  Kidner;  and  on  the  completion  of  his  term  of  service  will  be 
ready  to  carry  on  the  work  so  auspiciously  begun  under  the  stim- 
ulus of  a  large  provincial  grant,  and  the  »i mu' tan eous  appearance  of 
Professor  Robertson's  staff' of  expert  mechanic  science  instructors, 
supported  by  the  Sir  William  * '.  Macdonald  Fund.  The  domestic 
science  side,  however,  was  developed  entirely  through  provincial 
influences,  Principal  W.  R.  Campbell  of  the  Truro  schools,  being  the 
-original  Piovincial  supervisor  of  them. 

Compulsory  Attendance  Laws. 

The  compulsory  attendance  Act  has  been  voted  upon  and  adopted 
in  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  school  sections  of  the  province.  Yet 
there  have  been  very  few  cases  of  its  enforcement  by  tine,  except  in 
the  city  of  Halifax,  and  spasmodically  in  a  few  towns.  The  general 
Act  for  ruial  sections  is  weak,  as  pointed  out  on  a  former  occasion, 
in  several  respects.  It  deals  with  too  small  a  minimum  of  attend- 
ance; it  punishes  only  after  the  default  of  the  year  is  past  instead 
of  looking  after  the  truant  as  soon  as  he  is  a  week  out  of  school 
with'iut  a  satisfactory  reason  sent  in.  And  lastly,  the  scho  )l  board 
has  to  put  the  execution  of  the  law  into  effect,  instead  of  exempting 
the  deserving  cases  from  the  automatic  action  of  the  general  law, 
■the  tines  being  collected  as  a  poll  tax  by  the  secretary  of  trustees. 
But  the  most  serious  defect  even  in  the  Towns'  Compulsory  Act, 
which  is  an  improvement  on  the  general  Act,  is  the  absence  of  a 
proper  place  to  which  the  truant  can  be  sentenced  and  kept  until 
he  is  effectively  trained  to  habits  of  self-control.  It  will  not  do  to 
sentence  the  incorrigible  boy  who  is  not  yet  a  criminal  to  jail  for  a 
few  days  or  weeks;  for  its  tendency  is  to  leave  him  not  on  y  with- 
out training  to  improve  him,  but  actually  accelerates  his  degenera- 
tion by  lessenini;  his  self-respect  and  giving  him  an  opportunity  to 
learn   from  criminals.      For   these   there   should    be   a  p>x)vincial 
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parental  school,  equally  accessible  to  every  school  section  in  the 
province,  where  the  boys  would  be  developed  into  self-controlled 
and  useful  young  men. 

The  Provincial  Parental  School 

should  be  paralleled  by  a  corresponding  institution  for  criminals, 
which  might  be  known  as  the  provincial  reformatory,  to  which 
criminals  from  any  school  section  could  be  sentenced  until  they  are 
reformed,  and  not  for  a  period  of  so  many  days  or  weeks.  The 
returns  from  the  various  schools  of  the  province  give  for  the  present 
year  as  many  as  827  incorrigibles  and  68  criminals.  It  is  much 
more  probable  that  many  individuals  were  omitted  rather  than  that 
the  list  is  larger  than  the  fact. 

Institution  for  Defectives.. 

We  have  at  present  magnificent  provision  for  the  education  of 
our  blind  and  our  deaf,  as  can  be  understood  from  the  brief  reports 
in  Appendix  D  But  there  is  a  class  which  may  be  defective  in 
sight  or  hearing,  and  also  defective  in  other  respects,  so  that  they 
cannot  be  educated  as  intelligent  blind,  or  as  deaf-mutes.  They 
require  special  teachers  with  special  methods ;  and  under  these  cir- 
cumstances a  great  many  of  them  may  be  able  to  support  them- 
selves by  some  form  of  labor.  But  more  important  than 
this,  those  who  cannot  safely  be  allowed  the  freedom  of  the 
ordinary  citizen  can  be  preserved  from  misfortune  to  them- 
selves and  serious  •  injury  to  society  by  being  provided 
with  a  home  where  they  can  be  safe  and  happy  while 
also  living  a  life  of  some  industrial  usefulness.  I'he  returns 
from  the  schools  report  as  many  as  398  of  the  defective  class. 
These  are  very  probably  of  very  many  grades.  But  appropriate 
institutions  would  make  special  provision  for  each  kind.  With 
some  provision  for  these  three  classes  our  system  of  education  would 
be  generally  as  complete  as  those  of  the  most  progressive  countries. 
It  must  be  remembered,  that  there  has  come  up  from  the  school 
sections  throughout  the  province  definite  word  to  the  eflfect,  that 
we  have  at  least  the  following  numbers  of  peisons  for  whom  there 
is  no  appropriate  educational  provision  made  in  our  general  system  : 

Defectives   398 

Incorrigibles    327 

Criminal  }  oung i55 

Readers. 

The  present  series  of  reading  texts  used  in  the  public  schools  was 
prescribed  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  in  1877.  Within 
the  last  few  years  the  higher  readers  used  in  the  high  school  grades. 
were  displaced  by  complete  literary   works  in   prose  and   poetry 
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with  an  approxiaiate  three  year  rotation.  The  same  principle  is 
recommenaed  by  many  to  be  extended  to  grades  VIII  and  VII 
of  the  public  school  course.  RiHiomineodatioiis  came  up  from 
several  teachers'  institutes  for  new  texts.  No  matter  how  excellent 
the  old  readers  may  be  considered  to  be,  and  how  interesting  they 
may  be  to  the  pupil  reading  them  for  the  first  time,  it  must  be 
admitted  that  there  were  some  reasons  for  their  being  considered 
more  or  less  monotonous  to  teachers  who  were  over  a  quarter  of  a 
century  in  continuous  service.  While  there  were  many  who  com- 
plained of  the  freqaent  changes  in  text-books,  there  are  more  who 
complain  that  changes  are  not  more  frequent;  and  there  ia  some 
ground  for  such  a  contention  in  the  caiie  of  the  readers.  Not  wish- 
ingto  disturb  the  general  satisfaction  with  which  the  old  readers 
were  being  continuously  received  by  the  great  majority,  the  Council 
took  no  active  measures  to  authorize  a  change  until  the  desire  for 
it  became  more  pressing 

At  length,  on  the  26th  of  February,  the  Council  appointed  an 
advisory  committe  of  nine  to  consider  the  selection,  preparation  or 
adoption  of  a  new  series  of  reading  text- books  for  the  puMIc  schools, 
and  to  make  recommendations  to  the  Council  for  its  guidance  in 
the  prescription  of  the  same.  The  members  of  the  committee  were 
as  follows: — David  Soloan,  B.  A.,  Principal  of  the  Provincial 
Konnal  School ;  Alexander  McKay,  Supervisor  of  the  Public  Schouls 
of  Halifax;  A.  G.  Macdonald,  M.  A..  Inspector  of  Schools,  Antigo- 
nish  ;  E.  J.  Lay,  ex-Inspector  uf  Schools  and  Principal  of  the  Public 
Schools  of  Amherst;  W.  F.  Kempton,  Principal  of  the  Public 
Schools  of  Yarmouth;  G.  K.  Butler,  M  A.,  Principal  of  Alexandra 
Public  School,  Hali'ax  ;  Professor  Walter  C.  Murray,  Ll.  U..  of  the 
University  of  Dalhousie;  and  Rev.  E.  J.  McCarthy,  of  Halifax ; 
with  the  Superintendent  of  Education  as  Chairman. 

TJiis  committee  has  ever  since  been  actively  at  work,  and  it  is 
expected  that  before  long  its  report  will  be  completed  and  presented 
to  the  Council. 

The  Macdonald  Consolidated  School. 

Seven  school  sections  uround  the  town  of  Middleton,  in  the  county 
of  Annapolis,  agreed  to  federate  for  three  years  on  condition  of  con- 
tributing to  the  consolidated  school  board  annually  a  sum  raised  by 
local  assessment  equal  to  the  average  for  the  three  school  years 
beginning  August  Ist,  1899.  the  balance  beyond  the  regular  public 
school  grants  being  provided  by  Sir  William  C.  Macdonald  as  an 
expenment  for  the  demonstration  of  the  value  of  consolidation  in- 
volving the  conveyance  of  pupils  from  beyond  the  usual  walking 
limit  of  two  miles.  Each  of  the  seven  sections  had  a  single  teacher, 
and  Middleton  had  three.  Byan  Actof  the  Legislature  last  winter, 
which  was  published  in  the  Juarnal  of  t'liucation  for  April,  191)3, 
*">,  the  federation  came  into  force  on  the  first  day  of  August 
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Dr.  J.  W.  BobertsoD,  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  at  Ottawa, 

was  the  representative  of  Sir  William,  and  the  effective  inspirer  of 

>  !  the  people  to  co-operate  in  this  experiment,  as  well  as  in  the  nature- 

j  study  schools,   to   the   progress  of  which  reference  will  be  made 

)  further  on.     But  scarcely  was  the  general  plan  ef  the  school  pro- 

I  visionally  decided  upon  when,  unfortunately,  the  state  of  his  health 

' ,'  required  a  complete  cessation  from  all  his  work,  and  he  was  ordered 

across  the  Atlantic  This  was  at  the  end  of  May,  and  by  law  the 
consolidation  went  into  effect  on  the  1st  of  August.  Without  being 
acquainted  in  detail  with  Professor  Robertson's  plans,  I  had  to 
assume  charge  of  their  completion.  The  contract  tor  the  shell  of 
.i  the   building  was  immediately  given    to   the   lowest  tenderer  at 

$9,890.     But  as  this  work  was  developing   members  of  the  Middle- 
li  ton  school  board  and  the  Principal,  selected  by  Dr.  Robertson,  pro- 

I'  .     duced  evidence  to  show  that  a  building  of  six  departments  for  the 

1 1  ordinary  school  work,  with  two  rooms   for   the   two  branches  of 

manual  training  work,  would  not  accommodate  all  the  pupils  of  the 
consolidated  section  It  was  then  decided  that  the  old  school  build- 
ing should  be  remodelled  and  equipped  so  as  to  accommodate  the 
three  departments  in  excess  of  the  accommodation  of  the  Macdonald 
i  building ;  and   the   plan  of  the   assembly  room   of  the    latter  was 

i  changed  to  accommodate  the  larger  number.     The  lowest  tender  for 

,  the  remodelling  of  the  old  building  was  $1000. 


As  the  buildings  could  not  be  ready  by  the  opening  of  the 
scho  )ls  at  the  end  of  August,  temporary  accommodations  were 
engaged  in  several  public  halls,  which  were  provisionally  fitted 
up  with  the  seats  ordered  for  the  new  building.  The  school 
board  in  the  meantime  wa«  arranging  with  Mr.  R.  H.  Cowley,  of 
Ottawa,  who  represented  Dr.  Robertson  for  the  whole  of  Canada, 
for  the  school  vans,  which  were  being  manufactured  in  Ottawa.  A 
photogravure  of  one  of  these  in  front  of  the  van  stable  near  the 
Middleton  scho  >!  is  shown  on  the  frontispiece,  and  another  on  a 
larger  scale  in  front  of  an  Ottawa  school,  facing  this  page.  The 
twelve-foot  vans,  cost  in  Ottawa  8105  each,  and  the  freight  to 
Middlcton  added  nearly  $23  more.  Eleven  vans  were  required  for 
the  different  routes,  namely  :  nine,  12-foot ;  one,  10-foot ;  and  one, 
8-foot  van. 

The  driving  of  these  vans  to  and  from  the  school  each  day  to 
convenient  points  for  the  collection  of  the  pupils  outside  of  the 
original  Middleton  section  was  duly  put  up  to  tender,  and  given  to 
the  lowest  competent  drivers  at  figures  ranging  from  $800  to  $64fO 
each,  totalling  $5,377  for  the  school  year.  For  the  accommodation 
of  so  many  vans  Middleton  had  no  convenience ;  so  that  Dr.  Robert- 
son's proposition  for  the  erection  of  a  van-shelter  or  stable  near  the 
school  had  to  be  carried  out.  The  lowest  tender  for  a  building  satis- 
factory to  the  school  board  and  the  drivers  was  $1200.  All  these 
arrangements  were  completed  in  time  to  allow  of  the  opening  of  the 
schools  at  the  beginning  of  the  teaching  term. 
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Bat  it  was  Decessary  now  to  prepare  for  winter,  with  its  audden 
-changes,  from  snow  to  mud  and  vice  versa.  It  was  thought  that 
the  bodies  of  the  summer  vans  might  he  readily  transferred  from 
wheels  to  runners  and  back  again.  Runners  were  therefore  made 
for  the  eleven  vans  at  a  cost  of  $290.  But  the  bodies  of  the  vans 
weighed  some  900  Iba.  or  more — the  larger  vans  weighing  altogether 
shout  1700  lb9. ;  and  apart  from  the  difficulty  of  unscrewing  the 
rather  numerous  bolts  the  weights  would  prevent  their  rapid 
transference,  especially  at  the  homes  of  drivers  who  had  no  strong 
neighbors  ready  to  give  a  hand  on  such  occasions.  It  was  then 
resolved  by  the  school  board  that  special  bodies  be  made  for  the 
runners.     This  was  done  at  a  cost  of  $25  each. 

The  following  tables  of  facts  and  estimates  are  presented  here 
not  only  because  there  is  a  general  desire  to  know  what  is  being 
done  ;  but  because  the  questions  have  been  asked  in  the  lej^ielature. 
It  must  he  remembered,  however,  that  the  Government  of  Nova 
Scotia  is  contributing  nothing  to  the  expense  of  the  experiment, 
The  Middleton  school  will  draw  its  public  grants  exactly  on  the 
same  terms  as  all  the  other  schools  of  the  province.  During  the 
school  year  beginning  190.J,  it  is  estimated  thiit31746  will  be  raised 
by  local  assessment,  which  when  supplemented  by  the  regular 
manicipal  and  provincial  grants  will  give  a  revenue  of  about  9:{300 
for  the  year.  Sir  William  C  Macdoaald's  contribution  for  the  year 
must  he  at  least  S-10,000.  About  37000  of  this  amount  represents 
the  current  annual  expenses,  the  balance  being  expenditure  on 
capital  account  and  initial  expense.  The  three  years'  test  will 
undoubtedly  show  how  the  current  expenses  may  be  greatly  re- 
duced; as  the  experiment  already  shows  how  the  initial  expense  of 
consolidation  may  be  reduced. 
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t  It  should  be  Doted  with  reference  to  the  above  figures  (l^i  that 

one  of  tlie  primary  teachers  was  not  added  to  the  staff  until  after 
the  ( •hristmas  holi'Iays,  although  the  annual  rate  of  salary  is  given; 
(2)  that  the  teachers  in  Mechanic  Science  and  Domestic  Science  are 
not  yet  engaged ;  (3  •  that  those  two  departments  are  not  yet 
equipped  for  Manual  Training  instruction ;  (4)  that  the  grading  and 
enclosing  of  the  grounds  will  not  be  completed  until  summer 
and  (5)  that  there  are  many  desirable  things  yet  wanted  to  com- 
plete the  wh  le  80  as  to  make  it  a  model  superior  in  all  respects  to 
I    ,  other  iiodern  Nova  Scotian  buildings  of  similar  size.     This  will  a 

j  little  further  increase  the  cost  of  the  buildings  and  equipment  as 

»  given  above,  and  will  be  all  completed  by  next  summer. 

The  Macdonald  Building. 

The  Macdonald  Building  is  expected  to  be  occupied  at  the  begin- 
ing  of  the  second  half  of  the  school  year,  the  first  of  February.     It 
{  is  Duilt  of  brick,  trimmed  with  stone.     An   etching  of   the   front 

\  elevation  is  reproduced  at  page  xxx,  and  is  followed  by  etchings  of 

the  I'lern^  of  the  first  and  second  tloors,  which  show  four  teaching 
rooms  each,  two  of  them  heing  intended  for  the  two  branches  of 
Manual  Training.  The  basement  is  roomy,  concreted,  then  asphalted 
to  make  play  room  in  wet  weather.  The  attic  contains  a  general 
assembly  room  seated  with  chairs  to  accommodate  all  the  pupila 
and  a  few  more.  Three  departments  are  accommoduted  in  the 
renovated  old  builoing  on  the  same  grounds  which  are  to  be 
decoratively  set  out  with  walks  and  flowers  and  shrubbery.  Ad- 
joining are  th^-  school  garden  grounds,  which  will  be  put  into  form 
next  spring.  The  warming  and  ventilation  arrangements  are 
superior.  The  building  is  provided  with  all  the  necessary  subsid- 
iary rooms  such  as  laboratories,  library,  class  rooms  and  cloak 
rooms.  It  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  town  system,  and  hose 
for  tire  protection.  I  regret  that  a  photograph  juwst  taken  of  it 
made  a  photogravure  not  satisfactory  enough  for  reproduction. 

Lessons  Already  Learned  from  the  Experiment. 

It  has  been  said  that  so  munificent  a  gift  should  not  have  been 
made  to  a  community  which  assesses  itself  for  the  support  of  its 
schools  at  the  rate  of  only  34  cents  on  the  SI 00,  when  in  many 
school  sections  the  local  rate  is  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  in  some  even  6  times 
greater.  But  the  consoli<lated  section  will  no  doubt  voluntarily 
advance  its  local  contribution  each  year  until  it  learns  to  support 
the  school  without  the  aid  of  the  philanthropist  at  the  end  of  the 
three  year  term.  It  can  do  this  without  increasing  the  local 
assessment  rate  beyond  the  average  of  some  of  the  eastern  counties 
for  such  schools  as  they  now  support.  But  Middleton  will  have 
schools  worth  even  a  higher  rate  of  local  support 

The  fewer  the  sections  consolidated  the  cheaper.    It  is  the  long 
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six  mile  route  which  coets.  ComniaDitiea  aloDg  a  single  line  of 
roail  can  he  more  economically  accommodated  than  those  which  are 
ecattered.  The  eeven  achool  iecbions  outaide  of  Midd'eton  aasessed 
themeelves  for  all  school  purposes  on  an  average  to  the  extent  of 
only  $930.  The  drivers,  after  having  the  school  vans  presented 
free  to  them,  now  require  $5,377  to  carry  the  children  to  school  and 
back  each  school  day  of  the  rear.  A  van  can  carry  a  whole  school 
of  20  or  24  children.  The  driver  requires  over  tive  or  six  hundred 
dollars  for  it — two  or  three  times  the  salary  of  the  teacher  includ- 
ing his  or  her  government  grant.  That  is,  in  Middleton  to-day,  the 
work  of  a  driver  and  hi»  horses  io  going  to  and  from  the  school 
with  the  pupils  is  paid  at  a  rate  two  or  three  times  greater  than 
the  teacher  for  the  lEiat  few  years.  The  hours  of  the  drivers  are 
shorter,  the  mental  worry  less,  and  the  remuneration  two  or  three 
hundred  per  cent,  greater.  This  is  the  commercial  value  in  Middleton 
of  these  two  orders  of  laborers ;  for  the  driving  of  the  vans  was  freely 
and  fully  put  up  to  tender.  It  may  be  assumed,  that  in  future 
competition  will  reduce  this  cost,  as  it  has  reduced  the  coat  of  the 
carrying  of  the  mails.  And  in  the  course  of  time  advanced  students 
will  no  aouht  act  as  drivers,  and  study  in  school  until  the  vana  have 
to  return.  The  scholar  may  in  this  way  have  his  schooling  free 
and  even  earn  as  much  as  some  teachers. 

The  drivers  should  be  required  to  provide  the  vans  and  the 
stabling;  then  the  vans  can  he  provided  more  cheaply  although 
they  must  conform  to  the  standard  fixed  by  the  school  board,  and 
they  will  be  better  cared  for.  The  same  principle  applies  to  the 
provision  for  stabling. 

Were  the  experiment  tried  in  a  part  of  the  province  where  the 
people  were  not  so  well  off,  carriage  conveyance  might  not  at  first 
be  so  expensive.  And  in  the  consolidation  of  fewer  sections,  the 
routes  would  he  shorter  so  that  both  the  horses  and  drivers  would 
not  be  entirely  withdrawn  from  other  occupations. 

The  Advantages  of  Consolidation. 

Already  it  has  been  demonstrated  at  Middleton  that  consolida- 
tion greatly  improves  the  attendance ;  for  during  the  most  of  the 
season  the  attendance  was  over  ninety  per  cent. 

It  gives  the  advantages  of  more  comfortable  school  rooms,  more 
efficient  apparatus,  and  more  valuable  teachera. 

It  f^ves  to  the  rural  districts  all  the  advantagepof  grading  which 
a  city  school  can  have,  the  enlarged  sentiment  of  citizenship,  the 
power  developed  through  the  sympathy  of  numbers,  while  the 
papils  retain  all  the  advantages  of  rural  environment  and  training 
bom  which  (uty  children  are  completely  cut  off. 
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In  a  word,  the  Macdonald  Consolidated  School  at  Middleton 
gives  to  the  rural  district  around  it  an  educational  service  superior, 
everything  else  being  equal,  to  the  best  possible  in  any  city  schools. 

Nature-Study. 

Dr.  James  W.  Robertson  is  one  of  the  few  able  men  who  see  the 
importance  of  Nature-Study  in  the  development  of  an  understand- 
ing of  the  conditions  by  which  we  are  surrounded.  The  most 
{perfect  mechanical  drill  in  spelling,  writing  and  arithmetic  may 
eave  a  person  merely  a  useful  tool  in  an  office.  But 
to  make  thinking  understandinff  and  useful  individuals 
children  should  be  taught  how  to  get  at  the  facts 
and  meaning  of  their  surroundings;  and  the  habit  of 
self  control  and  the  power  of  will  direction  should  be  inci<ient- 
ally  developed  in  the  method.  This  element  of  education  is 
considered  most  likely  to  produce  a  love  for  the  industrial  occupa- 
tions, and  to  supply  the  individual  with  the  power  of  mastering  the 
scientific  principles  underlying  them,  as  in  agriculture,  so  as  to 
make  them  most  productive  with  the  least  expenditure. 

In  Nova  Scotia  Mr.  Geo.  B.  McGill,  principal  of  the  Middleton 
school,  and  Mr.  Percy  J.  Shaw,  B.  A.,  were  selected  as  the  most  pro- 
mising teachers  for  this  special  subject;  and  at  the  expense  of  the 
Macdonald  Fund  they  took  special  courses  under  the  ablest  science 
professors  in  America,  at  the  universities  of  Chicago,  Cornell, 
Columhia,  and  Clark,  in  the  United  Spates,  and  at  Truro  and 
Guelph  in  Canada.  Mr.  Shaw  has  ma«]e  arrangdments  to  start 
school  gardens  of  model  form  at  tivre  centres  in  the  country  around 
Truro.  He  spends  one  day  a  week  at  each  in  objective  nature-study, 
and  is  looking  forward  to  the  possible  future  consolidation  of  sec- 
tions at  each  of  these  five  centres.  These  experiments  are  expected 
to  run  for  three  years  at  the  expense  of  Sir  William  C.  Maciionald ; 
so  that  we  have  plenty  time  to  see  what  can  be  done  in  this  way,  as 
as  well  as  to  study  the  consolidation  scheme  at  Middleton. 
These  experiments  are  the  grandest  thing  done  for  education  by 
any  man  in  the  history  if  the  province,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  valu- 
able even  should  it  be  demonstrated  that  certain  features  or  methods 
can  be  improved  upon  The  initial  expense  of  a  new  movement 
tends  to  prevent  its  proper  testing  by  the  servants  of  the  public,  for 
the  political  critic  is  apt  to  criticise  before  the  testis  complete, even 
should  he  refrain  from  intentional  misrepresentation  of  the  experi- 
ment. The  philanthropist  being  associated  with  no  political  party, 
if  he  has  the  wealth  and  the  disposition,  can  do  what  no  other 
agency  can  so  promptly  and  effectively  do. 

The  $36,000  Vote. 

This  vote  passed  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  legislature,  amounts 
to  an  average  of  $2,000  for  each  county.  It  is  not  supposed  to  be 
an  annual  grant  and  should  not  be  mistaken  for  a  fund  to  sup- 
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port  the  expensive  annual  outlay  necessary  for  carriage  convey- 
ance. It  is  simply  a  vote  to  stimulate  experiment,  by  offering  a 
small  inducement  in  the  way  of  aid  in  the  building  or  iequipment  of 
a  small  consolidated  school  to  the  tiret  applying  for  the  aid  when 
carrying  out  a  consolidation.  The  following  intimation  of  the  pro- 
posed disposition  of  ihe  vote  w«a  published  in  the  Joamcd  of 
Education  and  sent  to  every  school  board  in  the  province: 

As  a  con8(»1idation  with  conyeyaDce  of  pupils  is  preHumecl  to.be  true  economy 
when  ererything  in  considered,  it  Ih  not  deemed  a  ^ood  principle  to  offer  large  grants 
for  the  first  experiments.  It  is  considered  by  most  of  the  parties  conMultecf  that  no 
more  than  ^l^oOO  shouid  be  granted  to  any  single  group.  If  more  than  $1,000  is 
necessary  to  stimulate  a  group  of  sections  to  consolidate,  how  can  we  expect  other 
groups  to  consolidate  without  any  special  grant  at  all  I 

The  following  scheme  is  being  considered.  .Subject  to  certain  minor  conditions, 
8200  or  $250  may  be  granted  to  aid  in  building  the  consoIidate<l  school  building,  for 
each  normal-sized  rural  section  brought  into  the  central  one- the  total  in  no  case  to 
exceed  ^1,000.  This  means  that  a  consolidation  of  two  sections  should  rec*»ive  $*i^K)  ; 
of  three,  S400  ;  of  four,  S600  :  of  tive,  §S(H) ;  oi  of  six.  $1000;-- nhould  the  smaller 
sum  of  $200  be  taken  as  the  unit.  Suciv  a  pl^n  may  stimulate  several  lar^'er  or 
smaller  groups  in  each  county.  It  is  generally  maintained  that  a  larger  sum  would 
be  merely  a  big  pUm  for  some  community,  while  it  might  depress  rather  than 
encourage  general  consolidation  witlK)ut  an^  aid. 

(rroupa  first  specifying  an  agreement  to  consolidate  will  be  the  first  to  be  con- 
sidered, as  a  matter  of  course. 

There  has  been  a  great  <leal  of  correspondence  with  parties  in 
every  quarter  of  the  province  with  reference  to  this  matter,  but 
no  group  of  sections  has  yet  requested  a  District  Board  to  con- 
solidate them.  It  is  wiser  no  doubt,  to  study  the  experiments  now 
being  made  before  entering  on  a  definite  course. 

The  progress  of  these  experiments  will  be  definitely  reported 
every  half  year  in  the  supplementary  Education  Report — the  Jour- 
nal  of  Education — so  that  all  school  boards  may  be  acquainted 
with  the  results  and  thus  be  able  to  estimate  what  it  is  best  for 
themselves  to  do. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  MACKAY, 
Superintendent  of  Education . 
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aOVERNUENT  AID  lO  POOR  SSCTIONa 


TABLB   ZVIII. 

Special  Government  Aid  to  Poor  Sections,  1903. 


f  Pftid  by  OovemmcDt  over  »nd 
ftbove  'ho  ordinary  Qrtnte  towftrds 
SaUriea  of  Teochora  employed  io 
Poor  Sections.  I 


first  Helf  Year.  Second  Half  Year. 


Annapolis 
Antigonigh    . . 
Ciipe  Breton 
Colchester    . 
Cumberland 

Digby    

Guyshoro    . . 
Halifax  Co    . 

Hants    

Inverness    . . 

Kings    

Lunenburg    . 

-  Pictou    

Queens  

Richniond ... 
Shelburne. . , 

Victoria 

Yarmouth. . . 


I.iO  00 
76  36 

63  19 
102  70 
1.S8  87 
112  6,5 
101  72 
150  00 
101  5S 
121  15 
1.50  00 
l.iO  0(1 
129  12 

64  61 
.oO  60 
42  00 
50  42 
81  43 


Total  1903 
"      1902 


Increase  . 
Decrease 


$  1845  40 
1840  36 


150  00 
92  79 
30  16 

120  15 

122  59 
114  52 

123  63 
1.50  00 
100  93 
142  71 
150  00 
ISO  00 
144  02 

,56  72 
64  56 
43  04 
64  38 
51  32 


S  1921  52 
1801  96 


i     119  56        $     124 


300  00 
169  15 
143  35 
222  85 
261  46 
227  17 
225  35 
300  00 
202  51 
266  f6 
.300  00 
300  00 
273  14 
121  33 
121  16 
85  01 
114  80 
132  75 


S  3766  92 
3642  32 


SPECIAL  COUNTT  AID. 


TABLE    XIX. 

Poor  Sections— Special  Municipal  Grant. 


Municipalities. 


Annapolis,  County  of 

Anti^nish,        "         

Cape  Breton,      "  . . . . 

Coichester,  "  

Cumberland,       "  

Dighy,  District  ot 

Clare.  "         

Quysboro,    "  

St  Mary'a,  "  

Ualifiis,  County  of 

Hants,  Efvst,  District  of   . . . 
Hants,  West,  "  . . . 

Inverness,  County  of 

Kings,  "  

Lunenburg  and  New  Dublii 

District  of 

Chester,  District  of 

Fict>u,  County  of 

Queens,         "         

Richmond,    "         

Shelburne,  District  of 

Eiirrington,         ■'  

Victoria,  (.'ounty  of 


Number  of  these 
SectioDB  having 
Scbools. 


24 
12 


17 
28 


10 
3 


Amount  of  Municipal  AiseM- 
meat  pikid  (o  ilieae  Schooli 
OTer  iknii  above  ordiaarf 
BillowaDce. 


161  : 


141  53 
188  56 
235  15 
150  55 

59  07 
1=3  73 

66  97 
259  01 

8>  07 
132  50 
244  59 
306  07 

150  22 
59  61 

176  85 
83  03 

117  91 
45  85 
28  76 

129  75 


nouth.  District  of 

yie.          "      

8 
i 

90  80 
36  06 

29.i 
313 

S  3318  30 
3351  87 

■•     1902 

Decrease 

18 

S  33  57 
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TABLE    XZYHL 


^mmary  of  Government  Grants  for  Education  for  the  Fitcal  year  ended 
September  30th,  190S. 

Provincial  Aid  to  Teachers 8189,936  13 

Normal  School   12,020  OO 

InstitatioD  for  Deaf  and  Dumb 6,412  50 

School  for  the  BUud 5,550  00 

County  Academy  Orants 9.857  81 

Inapection 16.325  00 

Expenses  (Office) 1,646  32 

Salaries  (Office) 4,016  66 

Travelli  ng  Ezpenses,  Snperintendeat 400  OO 

ExamiDation  (Grosa) 5,712  18 

School  of  Ag;riculture     1,590  00 

Travelling  Ezpenaes,  Normal  School  Students 1,963  84 

Government  Night  Schools 336  20 

Mechanic  Science 4,652  95 

Domestic  Science 8,729  78 

Summer  School  of  Science    100  00 

Advisory  Committee  on  Readers 445  06 

froviocial  Educational  Associatioa    200  00 

8264,889  43 

LesB  Examination  Fees 1,797  25 


S263.092  18 


PART    III. 

APPENDICES. 


APPENDIX     A. 

(1) 

PROVINCIAL   NORMAL   SCHOOL 

PRINaPAL'S  REPORT, 


A.  H.  Mackay.  Esq.,  Li-.  U.,  F.  R.  S.  C, 

Superintendent  of  Education,  Halifax,  N.  8. 

"Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  Bubmit  the  following  report  on  the 
-work  of  the  Provincial  Normal  School  during  the  seBsioh  of 
1902-03:— 

At  the  opening  of  school  on  October  first,  while  the  attendance 
of  candidates  for  Academic  and  Third  rank  diplomas  remained 
stationary,  the  register  showed  a  decreeise  of  nineteen  in  the  num- 
ber of  candidates  for  First  rank.  Apart  from  the  reduced  attend- 
ance, however,  conditions  promised  well.  When  the  candidates  for 
Second  rank  and  remainder  courses  came  in  at  the  beginning  of 
February,  the  enrolment  was  increased  by  fifty,  the  total  number 
of  students  for  the  year  being  one  hundred  and  forty-five, exclusive, 
of  those  who  attended  the  summer  classes  in  July  and  August, 
The  Academic  class  enrolled  five,  all  excellent  students  aod  pro- 
mising teachers.  One  of  these  was  awarded  the  highest  or 
Academic  diploma,  the  others  receiving  "  Interim "  diplomas  of 
First  rank.  The  candidates  for  First  rank  numbered  sizty-two, 
of  whom  thirty-oine  obtained  the  rank  sought;  for  Second  rank, 
forty-eight,  thirty-three  of  whom  were  successful ;  for  Third  rank, 
twenty-nine,  all  but  seven  of  whom  were  successful. 

Advancement  of  rank  was  granted  to  students  of  former  years, 
as  follows: — From  First  to  Academic,  four  promotions;  from 
Second  to  First,  fourteen ;  from  Third  to  Second,  seventeen. 

Id  some  respects,  notably  in  attention  to  method  and  to  form 
And  in  power  of  expression,  this  year's  students  excelled  those  of 
the  past  two  years,  and.  on  the  whole,  the  consensus  of  my  col- 
leagues has  pronounced  this  year's  work  mote  satisfactory  than 
nso^ 
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The  importance  of  maintainiDg  a  large  attendance  of  suitable 
student-teachers  is  recognized  by  the  Honorable  Council  of  Public 
Instruction,  and  the  problem  how  to  accomplish  this  in  the  face  of 
meagre  salaries  to  teachers  is  one  of  acknowledged  difficulty. 
Living  expenses  in  Truro  have  increased,  the  minimum  price  paid  by 
students  for  board  being  now  $2.50  per  week  for  ladies,  and  $2.75 
for  gentlemen.  Library,  stationery,  books  and  school  materials  cost 
the  pupil  on  an  average  an  amount  varying  from  five  dollars  in  the 
lowest  to  eight  or  nine  dollars  in  the  higher  grades.  Residence  for 
students  cannot  easily  be  found  either  at  the  low  prices  of  a  few 
years  ago,  or.  as  was  once  the  case,  within  a  minute's  walk  of  the 
school ;  consequently,  greater  expenditure  is  required  not  only  for 
board  and  lodging,  but  for  clothing  suitable  for  a  long  walk  in 
inclement  weather.  Items  such  as  those  quoted  are  paltry  enough 
to  persons  enjoying  fair  incomes,  and  the  sum  of  $150.00  as  the 
minimum  expense  of  a  full  term  in  Truro  is  not  large  when  com- 
pared with  the  cost  of  some  similar  institutions ;  nevertheless,  to 
many  of  our  young  people  whose  source  of  income  is  derived  from 
parental  assistance  or  from  economies  practised  on  the  slender 
salary  of  a  lower-grade  teacher,  the  cost  is  often  prohibitive,  and  i8> 
at  all  events  disproportionate  to  the  increase  of  remuneration  they 
may  hope  to  gain  by  improving  their  scholarship  and  pedagogic 
skill. 

The  matter  of  extending  further  aid  than  that  now  granted  by 
the  government  to  prospective  teachers  is  worthy  of  consideration. 
Not  that  our  government  has  failed  to  deal  liberally  with  the 
public  school  teacher.  Provincial  grants,  free  tuition  at  the  Normal 
School,  and  travelling  expenses  to  and  from  that  institution,  con- 
stitute no  trifling  contribution  to  the  educational  resources  of  the 
province.  Still,  it  may  be  demonstrable  that  further  aid  is  possible 
without  taxing  the  provincial  revenue  too  heavily. 

Involved  in  the  increased  cost  of  attendance  at  the  Provincial 
Normal  School  is  the  loss  to  our  teaching  corps  of  a  considerable 
number  of  young  men  and  women  whose  natural  inclinations 
become  diverted  from  this  calling  owing  to  the  disproportion  exist- 
ing between  the  cost  of  preparation  and  the  salary  to  be  expected. 
It  is  evident  that  parallel  with  an  effort  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
teachers  every  encouragement  should  be  afforded  to  candidates  to 
prepare  themselves  for  their  work  and  make  themselves  worthy  of 
increased  remuneration.  A  general  increase  in  the  amounts  levied 
by  school  sections  is  likely  to  be  procured  only  by  convincing  rate- 
payers that  the  service  is  worth  more  than  a  languid  support — in 
effect,  by  manning  the  schools  with  well  chosen  and  well  trained 
teachers  whose  efforts  to  inspire  and  develop  the  youth  entrusted 
to  them  will  carry  this  conviction  to  the  hearts  of  the  people  who 
support  the  schools. 
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The  Provincial  Normal  School,  since  it  is  almost  our  only  source 
of  supply  of  trained  teachers,  ought  to  be  made  as  accessible  as  pos- 
sible. It  is  now  in  a  position  to  admit  an  increasing  attendance  of 
candidates.  Its  courses  of  training  comprise  the  latest  and  best 
developments  of  present  day  pedagogy.  To  supply  the  continually 
occurring  gaps  in  the  teaching  corps  of  the  province,  it  should  have 
an  annual  attendance  of  at  least  two  hundred  and  Sfty  students^ 
The  fact  that  it  is  and  has  always  been  in  high  favour  with  schoof 
officials  and  with  the  public,  and  that  its  graduates  are  generally- 
preferred  in  competition  for  positions  in  schools,  ought  to  be  a- 
guarantee  that  the  public  will  soon  be  ready  to  acqniesce  in  a  legal 
enactment  to  make  its  diploma  a  prerequisite  to  license  to  teach,. 
In  the  meantime,  some  increase  in  the  annual  attendance  at  thi» 
iostitutioQ  can  be  brought  about  by  stiffening  the  M,  P.  Q.  examina- 
tion, a  proceeding  for  which  the  public  mind  and  prospective 
teachers  have  been  partly  prepared. 

Another  encouragement  to  increased  attendance  would,  I  am  sure, 
be  found  in  providing  free  text  books  for  students  at  the  Proviaciat 
Normal  School.  Two  years  ago,  the  minimum  term  of  study  for 
securing  the  diplomas  of  Academic,  First  and  Third  rank  was 
increased  by  two  weeks,  and  the  expenses  of  the  students  propor- 
tionately increased,  notwithstanding  that  no  improvement  in 
salaries  had  been  effected.  It  is  only  reasonable  to  infer  that  the 
lengthening  of  the  term  has  acted  as  a  deterrent  to  possible 
students,  and,  in  my  judgment,  some  compensation  should  be 
offered  for  the  extra  pecuniary  outlay  our  students  are  called  upon 
to  make.  This  would  be  fully  provided  by  free  text-books.  Even 
were  the  Normal  School  text-books  given  outright  to  all  students, 
the  coat  would  not  exceed  one  thousand  dollars  a  year;  while,  if 
the  books  were  merely  loaned,  the  expense  would  be  reduced  to  less 
than  one-third  of  that  sum.  Personally,  I  should  prefer  to  have  the 
books  given  outright.  Many  of  our  students  are  in  too  straitened 
circumstances  to  permit  the  purchase  of  necessary  books,  but  free 
distribution  would  put  them  in  possession  of  these,  not  only  for  the 
school  term,  but  during  their  suosequent  career  as  teachers. 

During  the  past  term  the  spirit  of  the  school  was  good.  We  were 
favoured  with  unusually  industrious  students ;  very  pleasing  rela- 
tions were  maintained  among  our  students  and  instructors,  and  the 
various  departments  of  the  Truro  schools;  sickness  interfered  little 
with  the  school  programme ;  and  the  net  results  of  the  year's  work 
were,  as  already  said,  very  gratifying  to  my  colleagues  and  myself. 

No  change  occurred  in  the  teaching-stafl.  Miss  Reade,  who  had 
leave  of  absence  for  study  until  the  New  Year,  resumed  classes  at 
the  January  re-opening,  her  place  as  vocal  instructor  having  been 
Bopplied  by  Miss  Ada  F.  Ryan,  of  Halifax,  of  whose  work  I  desire 
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got  the  benefit  of  a  course  in  dairying  conducted  by  Mr.  Macdougall 
at  the  experimental  farm,  as  well  as  some  useful  talks  and  demon- 
strations given  by  Mr.  Landry,  the  poultry  expert. 

An  important  addition  to  facilities  for  the  study  of  nature  and 
elementary  agriculture  was  afforded  by  the  greenhouse.  The 
structure  had  been  divided  into  two  stories  by  a  wooden  ceiling,  the 
lower  sashes  double-glazed,  and  the  draught  of  the  chimney 
corrected,  and  I  am  glad  to  report  the  greenhouse  an  unqualified 
success,  k  number  of  very  creditable  investigations  of  plant  and 
insect  life  were  carried  out  by  students,  and  some  of  the  most 
important  horticultural  operations  were  performed.  Among  these 
I  may  mention  grafting,  propagation  from  cuttings,  seed-testing, 
^rmination  with  observation  of  effects  of  drought,  excess  of  moist- 
ure, diminished  light  supply. 

Not  only  in  the  department  of  nature-study  but  with  all  of  our 
instructors  there  is  to  be  remarked  an  increasing  desire  to  interpret 
the  practical  bearing  of  the  various  subjects  of  instruction,  and  this 
without  overlooking  the  purely  intellectual  and  spiritual  aspects  of 
education,  or  without  neglecting  the  consideration  of  pedagogic 
methods.  It  will  probably  be  accepted  without  remonstrance  that 
so  long  as  the  teacher  does  not  allow  his  interests  to  narrow  down 
to  material  things,  excluding  the  moral  and  aesthetic,  neither  he 
nor  his  pupils  will  have .  much  to  fear  from  this  pursuit  of  the 
practical  in  education. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  term,  the  classes  in  chemistry,  which  had 
shown  themselves  more  than  ordinarily  assiduous,  were  encouraged 
to  prepare  chemical  compounds  and  to  collect  chemical  products  in 
use  in  certain  arts  and  industries.  The  various  exhibits  provided 
just  that  sort  of  object-teaching  of  the  application  of  chemical 
knowledge,  which  is  so  often  wanting  in  school  and  college  classes. 
One  exhibit  illustrated  the  processes  and  products  employed  in 
bleaching ;  another,  the  by-products  of  coal-gas  manufacture ;  others, 
the  manufacture  of  paper,  of  ink,  of  soap,  of  paints,  of  insecticides 
and  fungicides ;  others,  the  distillation  of  essences  and  the  processes 
of  disinfection. 

In  the  early  spring,  a  part  of  the  south  lawn  was  turned  to  use 
as  a  garden.  Under  Prof.  Smith's  direction  the  students  prepared 
the  soil,  sowed  the  beds,  transplanted  the  greenhouse  stock,  and 
carried  on  the  gardening  operations  until  the  close  of  the  term  in 
June.  Later  in  the  season,  while  the  summer  school  was  in  session, 
the  Of^erations  were  continued  by  the  students  in  agriculture.  The 
garden  with  its  floral,  vegetable  and  cereal  products,  although  min- 
iature, proved  instructive,  attracting  much  attention  during  tiie 
session  of  the  Provincial  Education  Association. 

In  the  departments  of  domestic  and  mechanic  science  in  afiiliation 
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with  the  Normal  School,  work  continued  without  interruption  not- 
withstanding the  chan^io^  of  teachers  in  the  former  With  the 
close  of  the  year,  the  Macdonald  School  ceases  to  exist,  and  the 
training  of  teachers  in  mechanic  science  comes  under  the  direction 
of  the  Provincial  Normal  School.  The  transition  will  be  the  easier, 
inasmuch  as  both  of  the  Macdonald  School  instructors  are  likely  to 
be  retained,  and  the  modifications  and  developments  of  the  Mac- 
donald courses  of  training  forecasted  in  my  last  annual  report  will 
come  into  effect  with  the  new  term. 

The  five  weeks'  summer  session  for  Acadian  bilingual  teachers 
fell  off  in  point  of  numbers  from  the  enrolment  of  last  year,  only 
eight  students  being  enrolled.  The  method  of  conductine  the  class 
was  much  developed  and  improved  by  the  instructor,  Mr.  Benoit, 
who  reports  : 

"  On  the  whole,  it  is  possible  that  the  work  of  this  year  will  be 
productive  of  more  good  than  last  year's  course,  for  it  was  more 
directly  illustrative  of  what  could  be  done  to  surmount  the  peculiar 
difficulties  to  be  met  in  bilingual  schools.  This  was  rendered 
possible  by  the  presence  of  typical  pupils,  eight  in  all,  taken  from 
grades  II,  III  and  IV  of  the  bilingual  schools  of  western  Nova 
Scotia." 

"  Classes  began  work  daily  at  9  30  a.m.,  and  continued  till  noon 
The  first  few  days  were  devoted  to  an  exposition  of  the  "  conversa- 
tional "  method  of  teaching  language,  and  short  lessons  were  given 
by  the  instructor  to  illustrate  the  method.  After  that,  each  day 
began  with  lessons  of  twenty  minutes  to  each  of  the  grades,  given 
in  turn  by  the  student-teachers  and  the  instructor.  The  first  of 
these  lessons  were  concerned  with  vocabulary  and  forms  necessary 
to  enable  pupils  to  follow  the  teaching  of  arithmetic  in  the  English 
tongue.  These  were  followed  by  practice  in  teaching  other  subjects 
through  the  medium  of  English,  in  teaching  the  use  of  the  common 
prepositions,  of  certain  difficult  verbs  and  verb  forms,  etc.  Careful 
attention  was  paid  throughout  to  the  spoken  English  of  the 
student-teacher.  Before  classes  were  dismissed,  the  lessons  were 
reviewed  and  discussed  and  the  somewhat  altered  conditions  to  be 
met  in  real  schools  were  brought  to  view.  When  time  allowed, 
the  day  8  work  closed  with  a  consideration  of  patois  words  and 
phrases  which  have  crept  into  the  spoken  French  of  the  Acadians, 
on  one  occasion  the  class  being  favored  with  a  talk  on  incorrect 
forms  by  Rev.  A.  F.  Amirault,  a  graduate  of  the  Provincial  Normal 
School  and  an  accomplished  linguist." 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  larger  number  of  our  Acadian  teachers 
will  avail  themselves  of  the  summer  course  next  year.  Its  conduct 
is  attended  with  considerable  outlay,  travelling  expenses  and  main- 
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tea&nce  of  the.  "  model  "  clasfl  as  well  as  the  usual  five  cents  per 
voile  to  students  being  allowed  by  the  government;  and  if  a 
reasonable  patronage  is  not  extended  to  the  school,  it  may 
be  difficult  to  justify  its  continuance  as  a  public  charge.  I  may 
remark  that  all  of  the  summer  classes  at  the  Normal  School  are 
open  to  bilingual  students.  This  year,  all  of  the  latter  elected  to 
take  either  the  natural  science  course  or  the  manual  training  work 
in  cardboard  and  paper  manipulation. 

I  may  be  permitted  here  to  call  your  attention  respectfully  to 
the  circumstance  that  teachers  in  attendance  on  the  bilingual  classes 
are  obliged  to  give  up  virtually  the  whole  of  their  vacation.  It 
may  be,  as  has  been  represented  to  me,  that  this  acts  unfavorably 
upon  the  attendance,  in  which  case  the  privilege  of  an  extra  week 
of  vacation  might  with  advantage  be  offered  in  subsequent  years. 

In  addition  to  the  bilingual  students  who  followed  the  manual 
training  exercises  of  the  summer  school,  twelve  others  completed 
the  five  weeks'  course  conducted  by  Mr.  Kidner.  Six  of  them  were 
young  men  in  training  as  candidates  for  license  in  mechanic  science, 
three  of  them  being  Normal  School  graduates  holding  First  rank 
diplomas  and  seeking  to  qualify  under  clause  (b),  page  28,  of  the 
new  calendar  of  the  school.  It  is  much  to  be  desired  that  the 
manual  training  teachers  of  the  province  be  young  men  possessing 
not  only  aptitude  for  tool  manipulation  but  persons  of  information, 
intelligence  and  of  some  experience  in  common-school  teaching.  In 
my  opinion,  the  chief  value  in  manual  training  will  be  found  to  lie 
in  its  application  of  abstract  ideas  of  space,  magnitude  and  form 
to  substance — in  the  practice  afforded  in  applying  school-book 
knowledge,  arithmetical  and  geometrical,  to  realities — and  not  so 
much  in  the  mere  deftness  of  hand  or  of  tool  manipulation  peculiar 
to  the  wood-worker.  A  very  "  wooden  "  subject  this  manusJ  train- 
ing is  likely  to  become  if  only  the  latter  aim  is  pursued.  The 
variation  introduced  this  summer  in  the  form  of  card-board  and 
paper  cutting  and  folding  prove  attractive,  as  it  is  manifestly 
capable  of  being  practiced  in  rural  schools  and  in  the  lower  grades 
of  all  schoola 

It  is  gratifying  to  the  Normal  School  management  to  know  that 
of  the  students  who  gave  up  their  vacation  to  enroll  in  the  summer 
classes  of  the  Provincial  Normal  School  nearly  all  were  graduates 
of  that  institution ;  for  it  goes  to  show  that  oar  graduates  are 
actuated  by  an  ambition  to  improve  themselves,  and  that  they 
excel  in  this  regard  as  well  as  in  industry  and  in  methods  the  rank 
and  tile  of  other  teachers. 

Intimation  of  the  intention  to  organize  summer  classes  for  bilin- 
gual teachers,  classes  in  agriculture,  chemistry  and  biology,  and 
classes  in  mechanic  science  was  sent  by  printed  circular  to  some 
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eighteen  hundred  of  the  teachers  of  the  province,  and  an  adver- 
tisement was  inserted  in  the  "  Educational  Review "  for  June. 
The  circular  announcement  is  reprinted  in  the  new  calendar  on 
pages  33  to  36. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 


Truro,  N.  S., 

August  Slat,  1903. 


Your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  SOLOAN, 
Principal  Provincial  Normal  School 


6^  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 


LISTS    OF    STUDENTS   1902-03   WITH 

DIPLOMA    AWARDS. 


AWARDED  ACADEMIC  DIPLOMA. 

Lucy  Ann  Lowe  Pugwash Cumberland. 

QUALIFIED  FOR  ACADEMIC  DIPLOMA  AFTER  ONE  YEAR 

OF  SUCCESSFUL  TEACHING  (THOSE  MARKED  ♦  AFTER 

OBTAINING  HIGH  SCHOOL  CERTIFICATE   OF 

GRADE  XII);  IN  THE  MEANTIME  AWARDED 

DIPLOMA  OF  FIRST  RANK. 

Mabel  Elva  Bishop    Greenwich Kin^. 

♦Mary  Ethel  Christie    Windsor Hants. 

Josephine  Helen  Stevens Ellerahouse " 

Ernest  Alexander  Munro Antigonish Antigooistu 

QUALIFIED  FOR  FIRST  RANK  DIPLOMA. 

Catherine  Belliveau Middle  E.  Pubnico  Yarmouth. 

Janet  Benvie Up.  Musquodoboit  Halifax. 

Lizzie  Margaret  Campbell    ....  West  Mid.  River  .Cape  Breton^ 

Carrie  Ethel  Chesley    West  Brooklyn   . .  Annapolis. 

Nellie  Chisholm Up.  Caledonia. . .  .Guysboro. 

Nellie  Blanche  Crossley    Cheverie Hants. 

Ruth  Elzine  Daniels Windsor **  . 

Lydia  Augusta  Fancy Pleasant  River . . .  Lunenburg. 

Katheryne  Gertrude  Dyas   ....  Parrsboro Cumberland^ 

Annie  Blanche  Fenerty    Upper  Clarence  .  .Annapolis. 

Emma  Margaret  Frame    Salmon  River ....  Colchester. 

Gertrude  Gesner  Hamilton . . .  .Grand  Pre   Kings. 

Etta  Maude  Hogan   Port  Dutferin  ....  Halifax. 

Josie  Deloris  Lavers Parrsboro Cumberland.. 

Edith  Eleanor  Linton   Truro   Colchester. 

Katharine  Capstick  Longhurst.Lockeport    Shelburne. 

Lillian  Pauline  McCulloch   . . .  .Acadia  Mines  . . .  .Colchester. 

Minnie  Louise  MacKenzie    . . .  .Truro   " 

Maude  Margaret  MacMillan ....  Bridgewater    ....  Lunenburg. 

Catherine  Mclnnes   Springville Pictou. 

Effie  Laura  Mason Centre  Kawdon  . .  Hants. 

Margaret  Florence  Matheson    .  .Boularderie  Centre  Victoria. 

Jennie  Blanche  Morse   Tremont Kings. 

Elizabeth  Blanche  Mumford . . .  .Dartmouth Halifax. 

Helen  Roy  Saunders Dartmouth " 

Iva  Myrtle  Stevens Freeport Digby. 
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Loaiae  MacLeod  Thorbum East  Jordon    Shelboroe, 

Margaret  Ellen  Urquhart Tatamafrouche  . .  .Colchester. 

Qertnide  Blanche  Wallace  ....  Weet  Qore Hanta 

Lena  Eliza  Wallace   "  " 

Martha  Louise  Wentzell  Bridgewater  LnneDhnrg. 

Lottie  May  Yoang West  Brooklyn  . .  Annapolis. 

Martha  Emma  Young   Sydney    Cape  Breton. 

ReginaM  Whitman  Bent Bentville Kings. 

Alden  West  Faulkner    Maitland Hants. 

Guy  Meadows  Mitchell. ..,.,, .  Jeddore    Halifax. 

Charles  William  Parker    Belleisle     Annapolis. 

Walter  Potnam Maitland  Hants. 

Robie  Leslie  Titos Westport Digby. 

QUALIFIED   FOR  FIRST  RANK  DIPLOMA    AFTER    ONE. 
YEAR  OF  SUCCESSFUL  TEACHINp;  IN  THE  MEAN- 
TIME AWARDED  DIPLOMA  OF  SECOND  RANK. 

Annie  Henrietta  Allen Yarmouth    Yarmouth. 

Clara  Amanda  (Jorkum .East  Chester Lanenburg. 

Flora  Lillian  Crowe Truro Colchester. 

Beatrice  Emma  Frye     Halifax    Halifax. 

Eva  Marv  Harding    Lydgate,  P.  O . . . .  Shelbume. 

Fannie  Kent Springhitl    Cumberland. 

Annie  Alberta  Langilla     Elast  Earltown  . .  .Colchester. 

Lillian  Morwick  L^khart    ....  East  Leicester ....  Cumberland. 

Agnes  Sophia  Long   Dalhousie,  E^t  . .  Annapolis. 

Grace  Dora  MacLauchlan Truro Colchester. 

Lizzie  May  Lynds      "        ' 

Christnta  Sadie  MeLean Up.  North  Sydney  Cape  Breton. 

Martha  Elizabeth  Mcintosh ....  South  River  Lake  Quvsboro. 

Jennie  MacLennan     Truro   Colchester. 

Mattie  Shute  Morriaon Folly  Village  ....         "' 

Charles  Leonard  Oesner   Belle  Isle Annapolis. 

Jalian  John  LeBlanc     Bel'e  CAte    ....  .Inverness. 

Frank  Eklmund  Uelancon     . . .  .Corberie Digby. 

Moses  Chiasson Margaree  Forks . .  Inverness. 

QUALIFIED  FOB  SECOND  BANK  DIPLOMA. 

Estelle  Uaud  Abbott Barton I^'g^r- 

Bella  Jane  Atkinson Pugwaah    Cumberland. 

Annie  Beaton N.  E.  Mabou    ....  Inverness. 

Bertha  Mildred  Caesidy    Kingston Kings. 

Edith  Hauna  Dechman     ..... .Elmvale,M.Mus'bt  Halifax. 

Bessie  Eliza  Durling Lawreocetown  . .  .Annapolis. 

Bertha  Maria  Lavioia  Eaton  .  . .  Kingston King-i. 

Alice  Metinda  Eisenhauer Blockhouse Lunenburg. 

Jennie  Marie  Fancy Pleasant  River ...         " 
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Bernice  Antoinette  Harding    . .  Lockeport    Shelbarne. 

Grace  Athol  Hutchinson Up.  Musquodoboit  Halifax. 

Nellie  Frances  Johnson. ......  .Upper  Stewiacke. Colchester. 

Annie  Gertrude  Euowlton    ....  Wharton Cumberland. 

Emily  Mary  Mack Mill  Village Queens. 

Georgie  McCabe     Sydney    Cape  Breton. 

Marie  Macnutt   Massto wn    Colchester. 

Laura  Bonyman  Mcintosh   ....  Cent'l  New  Annan         " 

Sadie  Marion  McRury Port  Morien Cape  Breton. 

Mabel  Elizabeth  Mason     Centre  Rawdon  .  .Hants. 

Bertha  Eusebia  Newcombe  . . . . Lawrencetown    .  .Annapolis. 

Flora  Alberta  Phinney Upper  Granville . .         " 

Julia  Winifred  Purdy Londonderry  . . ..  Colchester. 

Mary  Harding  Reid Port  Hilford    . . .  .Guysboro. 

Sadie  Ellen  Shultz     Middle  Sackville. .  Halifax. 

Sarah  Elizabeth  Shaw Minasville    *' 

Edna  Minnie  Stiles    Amherst Cumberland. 

Alice  Genevra  Teed   Freeport Digby. 

Alma  Marie  Thibault    Salmon  River. . . . 

Lizzie  Tylston  Titus Westport 

Jessie  Amelia  Trethewey Watford Lunenburg. 

Lucy  Georgina  Whidden Bedeque P.  E.  Island. 

Howard  H.  Mussells Clemen tsport  . . .  .Annapolis. 


QUALIFIED  FOR  SECOND  RANK  AFTER  ONE  YEAR  OF 

SUCCESSFUL  TEACHING;  IN  THE   MEANTIME 

AWARDED  DIPLOMA  OF  THIRD  RANK. 

Edith  Isabel  Fox Valley Colchester. 

Jessie  Levinia  Harvey Lower  Stewiacke .         " 

Anna  Amabel  Hebb Conquerall  Bank  .Lunenburg. 

Maggie  Louise  Grafton     Brighton Digby. 

Mildred  Estella  Miner Barton " 

Olla  Gladys  Nauss     Chester Lunenburg. 

Florence  Scelestia  Patterson     . .  South  Alton    Kings. 

Janet  Genevra  Pennington  ....  Sandy  Point   ....  Shelbume. 

Laleah  Jane  Reid West  Advocate  . .  Cumberland. 

Lena  Ethel  Reid     Tatamagouche  . . .  Colchester. 

Annie  Jessie  Ross Marshes,  West  Bay  Cape  Breton. 

Mary  Catherine  MacEwan    ....  Eureka Pictou. 

Maggie  Christie  Taylor Meadow  vale     ....  Colchester. 

AWARDED   DIPLOMA  OF  THIRD  RANK. 

Lennie  Adams    Brighton Digby. 

Henrietta  Durland     "       " 

Bessie  Dickie Lo.  Meagher's  G'nt  Halifax. 

Eatella  Gardner Brooklyn Queens. 

Lena  Kennedy    Canso Guysbora 

Elizabeth  MacDonald    Leitch's  Creek  . .  Cape  Breton. 


NORMAL   SCHOOL. 


Harcella  MacDonald Qlen  Road AQtigonish. 

Catherine  MacUiDan     Port  Hood   Inverness. 

■Gladys  MaDzar Port  Gilbert    Digby. 

Bertha  Parker    Morristowo Kings. 

Mary  E.  Parks  Middle  Milford  ,  .Guysbora 

Isabella  Kobicheau Ueteghan Digby. 

Lorebta  Bobichean "  " 

Mary  Robicheau     "  " 

Mary  E.  Sibley Wittenberg Colchester. 

Cecelia  Smith Bi  oad  Cove  Chapellnvemesa. 

■Georgie  Underwood Windsor Hants. 

William  Eraser St.  Andrew's  ....  Antigonish. 

James  Sullivan Erinville Guysboro. 

Murdoch  Kennedy     Loch  Ban     Inverness. 

Reginald  Saunders    Conquerall  Bank  .  Lunenburg. 

RECOMMENDED  FOR  PROVISIONAL  LICENSE  OF  THIRD 
CLASS  FOR  THE  TERM  OF  ONE  YEAR. 

Mary  Baillie Balmoral  Mills    .  .Colchester. 

Maggie  B.  MacDonnell Mabou Inverness. 

Mary  J.  UacMaster Creigoieh     '  " 

Lily  Campbell Denmark Colchester. 

Mary  A.  MacEacben Sight  Point Inverness. 

Florence  Mackinnon Ardoess   Pictou. 

Ada  Maude  Nelson    Brookfield   Colchester. 

ADVANCEMENT  OF  STUDENTS  OF  FORMER  YEARS. 

FBOH   FIRST  RANK   TO   ACADEMIC. 

Thomas  Gallant Belle  Cote   Inverness. 

Fred  C.  Hewitt Lunenburg LuDenbarf;. 

Charles  Warren  Oliver Louisbnrg    Cape  Breton. 

BertOD  Justus  Wood Halifax    Halifax. 

reOM   SECOND  BANK   TO   FIRST   BANK. 

Charlotte  Spearwater  Allen   . . .  Lydgate Shelburne. 

Joseph  Alvery  Adams Port  Gilbert    Digby. 

Winifred  Burbidge    Halifax    Halifax. 

■Otto  Von  Bismark  Cossitt    Plympton    Digby. 

Edna  Browne  Davidson    Highland  Village .  Colchester. 

Emma  Susan  Davison Montrose " 

Eva  Dillon Gnysboro Guysboro. 

Cecilia  J.  M.  Doyle    Larry's  River. ... 

i^ubrey  Donkis  Durling Paradise Anoapolia. 

Clara  Agnes  Grant    McLellan's  Brook .  Pictou 

Sadie  Bell  Logan   Truro Colchester. 

Alice  Teresa  Mnrphy    Moose  River    . . .  Cumberland. 

Effie  li.  Wheaton  Country  Harbor . ,  Guysboro. 

T-_   1I>».  TnHn»  MillsvillA  PWj^ii 
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FROM  THIRD    RANK   TO   SECOND  RANK. 

Minnie  Arsenan Grand  Etang  . . .  .Inverness. 

Christina  Baillie Earltown Colchester. 

Janet  Qraham  Clark Upper  Stewiacke. 

Sasan  Ettinger  Cotter Dartville     

Lottie  Qrace  Cornealy Indian  Hat.  Lake  Qaysboro. 

Janie  A.  Fergoson Balmoral  Mills    . .  Colchester. 

Kate  Adella  Hamilton Valley 

Ansell  0.  Hnskins Lockeport    Shelbnme. 

Mabel  LeBlanc West  Arichat  ....  Richmond. 

Margaret  J.  MacLeod    Leitch's  Creek    . .  Cape  Breton. 

Annie  Jean  Porteous Wallace  Grant    . .  Cumberland 

Jessie  Elizabeth  MacEenzie. . . .  Pictou Pictou. 

Minnie  Mackinnon     Boisdale  Station . .  Cape  Breton. 

Christina  Hannah  MacLeod ....  St.  Peter's    Richmond. 

Edith  May  Rose Morth  Intervale . .  Guysboro. 

Eva  Spencer   Mira  Gut Cape  Breton. 

Lorena  J.  Smith     McGray  PostOfBce  Shelbume. 


Attended  Summer  Course  for  Bilingual  Teachers- 

in  Acadian  Schools. 

Rev.  Augustin  F.  Amirault St  Anne's  College .  Dlgby. 

Joseph  Alvery  Adams  ....... .Little  Brook    ....     " 

Constance  Bourque    Eel  Brook    Yarmouth. 

George  P.  Comeau    Comeauville     ....  Digby. 

Joseph  Albert  Comeau Saulnierville    ....     " 

Josephine  Landry Eel  Brook    Yarmouth. 

Adeline  Catherine  Pothier    Tusket  Wedge     . .         " 

Isabelle  Robicheau Meteghan     Digby. 


Summer  Course  at   Provincial  Normal  School   for^ 

Teache»rs    of   Domestic    Science. 

The  Summer  Course  in  this  department  comprises    laundry  work 
and  the  preservation,  repair  and  cleansing  of   all    forms  of  textile 
fabrics,  the  instruction  being  given  by  Miss  MacCall,  of   the  Truro 
School  of  Domestic  Science. 

The  following  students  took  the  course  : — 

Annie  Boole    Truro    = . . .  Colchester. 

Emma  Bigelow "        " 

Jean  Creelman   Maitland Hants. 

Helen  MacDougail Truro    Colchester. 

Bertha  Putnam Little  Harbor  ....  Pictou. 

Bessie  Smith Hiiden Colchester.. 

Mary  Sterritt Yarmouth    Yarmouth. 

Amelia  Wier Seaforth Halifax. 
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Students  enrolled  for  Summer  Course  in  Mechanic 
Science  at  the  Provincial  Normal  School. 


CARDBOARD  WORK  AND  PAPER  FOLDING.  COTTINa,  ETC. 

Adeline  C.  Pothier Tusket  Wedge    .  .Yarmouth. 

Josephine  Laodry Eel  Brook 

CoDstaoce  Boarque    " 

Isabella  Robicheau    Meteghao     Digby. 

George  P.  Comeau Comeauville    . 

Albert  Comeao    Sauloierville   . 

J.  Alvery  Adams   Little  Brook    . 

Eva  M.  Graves  \ 

Joeephine  H.  Stereos     > Consolidated  Sch'l  Mtddleton. 

Margaret  C.  Spurr  J 

WOODWORK, 

Charles  W.  Parker     BelleiBle   Annapolis. 

Aldeo  W.  Faalkoer    Uaitlaod Hants. 

Reginald  W.  Bent Bentville Annapolis. 

Chester  L.  Fultz    Sackville Halifax. 

Manaon  Lyons    Springhill     Cumberland. 

Leonard  Goacher Halifax       Halifax. 

Lenfest  Ruggles Bear  River I*'gby, 

Ernest  Blois   Halifax    Halifax. 

Oeorgina  Venner    Truro   Colchester. 
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SUPERVISOR'S  report; 


Trubo,  October  Ist,  1908. 
A.  H.  Mackay,  Ll.  D.,  F.  R  S.  C, 

Superintendent  of  Education. 

Sir. — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  Manual  Train- 
ing Schools  of  the  Province,  and  of  my  work  as  Supervisor  of 
them. 

1.    Mechanic  Science. 

During  the  past  year  seven  new  departments  of  Mechanic  Science 
were  established  in  the  following  towns : — Windsor,  Eentville,  New 
Glasgow,  Glace  Bay,  Sydney,  North  Sydney,  and  Sydney  Mines ; 
opening  in  the  order  named.  All  these  schools  are  in  charge  of 
young  men  trained  for  the  work  in  our  special  training  course,  and 
it  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  thoroughly  satisfactory 
work  is  being  done  in  each  place.; 

In  Glace  Bay,  where  a  small  equipment  was  at  first  purchased, 
the  School  Board  has  increased  the  accommodation  to  the  maximum 
allowed  by  the  law.  In  Sydney,  at  the  moment  of  writing,  the 
Commissioners  are  considering  the  extension  of  the  work,  the 
demand  being  greater  than  can  be  supplied  by  the  present  room. 

The  schools  in  operation  the  previous  year  were : — 

Halifax — Public  Schools. 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Institution. 

Protestant  Industrial  School. 

St.  Patrick's  Home. 
Truro — Public  Schools. 
"         Normal  School. 
Yarmouth. 
Wolfville. 
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Pictou. 
Antigonish. 
Bridgewater. 
Lunenburg. 

Gratifying  progress  has  been  made  in  all  these  schools,  and  I  am 
assured  by  Principals  and  Inspectors  that  in  the  general  work  of 
the  schools,  good  results  have  followed  from  the  adoption  of 
Manual  Training. 

Especial  mention  must  be  made  of  the  work  at  the  Protestant 
Industrial  School.  The  drawing  and  benchwork  ar^  of  a  very  high 
order,  and  reflect  great  credit  upon  the  teacher  in  charge.  I  under- 
stand that  the  Managing  Board  of  the  Institution  contemplates  an 
immediate  increase  in  the  equipment,  so  pleased  are  they  with  the 
results  attained.* 

In  my  previous  reports  I  called  attention  to  the  necessity  for 
some  form  of  hand-work  for  the  lower  grades,  and  suggested  that 
cardboard  cutting  and  modelling  would  prove  a  suitable  course. 
Such  work  is  also  useful  for  small  country  schools,  where  Mechanic 
Science  is  not  convenient.  I  am  glad,  therefore,  to  be  able  to  report 
that  in  several  towns  the  Mechanic  Science  teachers  have  been  able 
to  introduce  cardboard  work  into  the  grades  below  those  in  which 
Mechanic  and  Domestic  Science  are  taken. 

New  Glasgow,  Pictou,  Windsor  and  Kentville  have  taken  it  up 
in  this  way,  and  in  other  towns  and  many  rural  schools,  the  regular  , 
teachers  have  taken  up  this  form  of  Manual  Training. 

As  in  former  years  I  have  attended  several  of  the  district  insti- 
tutes and  read  papers  or  given  demonstrations  on  some  simple  forms 
of  Manual  Training  suitable  for  small  schools,  and  capable  of  being 
carried  on  by  the  regular  teacher,  and  at  a  nominal  expense. 

I  have  also  conferred  with  school  boards  desirous  of  taking  up 
Manual  Training,  and  assisted  by  planning  their  rooms,  specifying 
the  equipment,  stock,  etc.,  and  generally  organizing  and  establishing 
the  work  of  the  new  departments. 

The  Macdonald  gift  of  a  model  school,  and  services  of  myself  and 
others  for  three  years,  having  expired  in  June,  I  was  authorized  by 
Prof.  Robertson,  the  administrator  of  the  Macdonald  Fund,  to  offer 
the  equipment  necessary  for  carrying  on  the  work  as  a  gift  to  the 
town  of  Truro,  and  the  Normal  School.  I  am  pleased  to  report 
that  the  offer  has  been  accepted,  and  arrangements  are  being  made 
to  carry  on  the  work  upon  the  lines  as  inaugurated  by  Sir  Wm.  Q. 
Macdonald. 


*Since  made. 
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Sevflral  more  "  BOperior  "  schools  have  complied  with  the  r^nila- 
tion  reqairiDg  them  to  obtain  a  beach  aad  equipment  of  tools  aa 
specified. 

In  this  connectios  may  I  call  atteotioD  to  the  fact  that  oar 
present  law  offers  no  encDuragement  to  small  schools  to  take  up 
JUecbanic  Science.  In  New  Brunswick  an  Act  was  paased  last  year 
which  seema  to  be  haviuf^  a  good  effect  in  introdncing  the  subject 
into  the  smaller    towns  and  villa(i;ea      Teachers   are   enabled   to 

Saalify  by  means  of  short  courses,  and  a  small  grant  is  made  when 
le  subject  is  taught  by  them  under  certain  conditions. 

2.    Domestic  Science. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  year  I  received  the  appointment  of 
Supervisor  of  Domestic  Science  in  addition  to  my  former  duties  in 
that  capacity  for  Mecbanic  Science.  I  visited  most  of  the  schools 
and  found  the  work  generally  satisfactory.  The  schools  in  opera- 
tion last  year  were : 

Halifax. 

Truro — Public  Schools. 
"         Normal  School. 
Bridge  water. 
Lunenburg. 
New  Glasgow. 
WoIIviUe. 
Kentville. 
Windsor. 
Pictou. 
Stellarton. 

Mention  must  be  made  of  the  tine  suite  of  rooms  now  being  fitted 
up  by  the  Town  of  Truro  for  tliia  subject.  They  comprise  (I)  A. 
large  and  well  equipped  practice  kitchen :  (2)  A  line  demonstration 
room;  (3)  A  practise  kitchen  for  special  training  course  students; 
(l)  A  laundry  room  ;  (o)  A  lecture  room,  and  (6)  A  reception  room 
and  office.  They  form  one  of  the  most  complete  domestic  science 
schools  that  I  have  seen. 

Summer  Coubses. 

In  connection  with  the  regular  summer  courses  at  the  Normal 
School,  a  course  in  Mechanic  Science  was  offered  ;  also  courses  in 
paper-folding;  design  and  pattern  making  in  colored  paper;  card- 
board modelling,  etc.  Nineteen  students  took  the  full  course  as 
offered,  and  others  attended  occasionally  for  special  work. 
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Schools  in  Prospect. 


At  the  present  time  several  additional  Manual  Training  acbools 
are  being  equipped,  *Dartmouth  is  establishing  a  Mechanic 
Science  department ;  'Yarmouth,  the  6rst  town  to  open  a  Mechanic 
Science  department  under  the  Act  of  1900,  is  equipping  a  Domestic 
Sdence  department  j  Annapolis  is  establishing  a  Mechanic  Science 
department,  and  a  scheme  has  been  agreed  upon  whereby  Digt>y, 
Annapolis  and  Bridgetown  will  combine  and  secure  the  services  of 
teachers  ao  as  to  establish  both  branches  in  each  of  those  placea 
Departments  will  probably  be  opened  in  February  at  the  Macaonald 
Consolidated  School  at  Middleton,  and  the  Halifax  School  Board 
is  endeavoring  to  secure  an  additional  teacher  for  their  Mechanic 
Science  school.  Other  towns  have  the  matter  under  consideration 
and  I  look  for  further  extensions  of  this  work  within  the  next  year 
or  two. 

A  report  on  the  work  of  the  special  training  course  has  already 
been  nude,  and  I  have,  therefore,  not  referred  to  it  in  detail. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Yours  obediently, 

T.  B.  KIDNER, 

J'rovincial  Supervisor  of  Manual  IVaining. 
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PRINCIPAL'S   REPORT. 


Truro.  N.  S.,   Nov.  7th,  1903. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  this,  the  eighteenth,  annual 
report  of  the  School  of  Agriculture. 

While  the  total  attendance  during  the  year  has  not  been  quite 
so  large  as  last  year,  we  have  had  the  largest  class  doing  advanced 
work  in  the  history  of  the  School ;  and  there  is  every  prospect  that 
a  larger  number  will  complete  the  course  this  year  than  ever 
before.  The  only  year  in  which  the  high  character  of  the  work 
accomplished  this  year  has  been  approached  was  the  year  in  which 
our  former  building  was  burned.  The  principal  reason  for  this 
advance  in  scholarship  was  the  large  number  of  former  students 
who  returned  to  complete  the  course,  many  of  whom  had  been 
studying  under  my  direction  while  teaching  or  absent  from  the 
school.  The  indications  are  that  a  still  larger  number  will  return 
next  year.  There  were  eight  graduates  of  colleges  holding  the 
B.  A.  degree  and  fourteen  holding  "  A  "  licenses.  Nearly  all  the 
other  students  held  either  a  **  B"  certiiicate  or  license. 

All  the  students  attending  the  ''  Bilingual  Class ''  and  the  many 
attending  the  class  in  Manual  Training  received  instruction  in  this 
School.  As  their  names  appear  in  the  Normal  School  calendar  I 
do  not  include  them  here. 

The  course  of  instruction  includes  the  biolosjical  sciences  and 
chemistry  and  the  relation  of  these  to  agriculture  Advanced 
work  has  been  done  in  different  subjects.  Some  students  have 
taken  a  very  complete  course  in  quantitative  analysis,  while  others 
have  investigated  the  diseases  of  plants,  and  others  the  histology  of 
plant  and  animal  tissues,  besides  the  regular  work  of  the  School. 
During  the  summer,  Loran  A.  De Wolfe,  M.  Sc,  and  Emma  J.  Best^ 
B.  A.,  graduates  of  the  School,  were  appointed  to  fellowships  and 

fave  excellent  assistance  as  instructors.     I  have  also  to  thank  Mr. 
ames  S.  Layton,  B.  A.,  for  a  very  excellent  course   of   lectures  in 
Physiology  be  kindly  consented  to  give  at  my  request. 
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Through  the  kindoese  sod  cooperation  of  Principal  Sotoan  a 
school-garden  was  started  on  the  grounds  near  our  grcenhooBe. 
This  haa  been  of  great  asaistance  to  us.  Formerly  there  was  one 
on  the  Farm,  but  after  the  school  building  there  was  burned  it 
was  found  difficult  to  keep  the  garden  up,  so  that  present  arrange- 
ment is  much  more  eatisfactoTy.  It  has  served  also  to  demonstrate 
that  the  school  garden  in  the  rural  school  should  be  small ;  that 
it  can  be  maintained  at  very  little  expense ;  that  the  two  chief 
difficulties,  (its  establishment  and  its  maintenence  during 
summer  vacatiou),  once  overcome,  there  is  little  difficulty  in  its 
management ;  and  that  great  good  can  be  derived  from  it.  The 
problem  is  more  difficult  in  towns.  There  is  little  excuse  for  any 
rural  school  not  having  a  garden.  It  is  gratifying  to  find  that 
these  gardens  are  becoming  appreciated  and  that  many  are  now 
maintaining  a  garden  or  preparing  to  do  so. 

Many  of  the  local  agricultural  schools  have  aa  in  the  past  main- 
tained gardens  in  connection  with  them.  These  schools  are  doing 
excellent  work  and  are  helping  materially  in  the  advance  of  educa* 
tion  in  this  province.  That  help  is  in  the  lines  of  the  sciences  and 
their  relation  to  our  industries,  particularly  agriculture.  To  say 
that  these  teachers  should  be  found  only  in  the  best  farming 
sections  is  absurd.  It  was  never  contemplated  to  provide  teachers 
to  teach  the  art  of  farming ;  and  even  if  it  had  been,  such  instruc- 
tion should  have  been  provided  for  the  poorer  rather  than  the 
rich  sections.  That  it  was  not  contemplated  that  these  teachers 
should  go  into  the  poorer  schools  or  the  smaller  rural  sections  is 
shown  by  the  Act  which  restricts  the  candidates  for  the  Agricultural 
diploma  to  First  Class  teachers  at  a  time  when  such  teachers 
were  much  less  common  than  now  and  only  found  in  the  beat 
schools.  The  criticism  that  some  of  these  teachers  are  in  sections 
where  there  is  little  farming  is  then  so  far  as  the  Act  is  concerned 
irrelevant.  It  must  be  supposed  that  the  aim  of  law  was  to  pro- 
vide better  teachers  rather  than  teachers  for  a  particular  class, 
or  they  would  have  designated  where  such  teachers  should  teach. 
If  however  it  was  contemplated  to  teach  the  business  of  farming  in 
these  schools,  then  these  teachers  would  have  to  teach  chiefly  in 
the  larger  graded  schools,  as  it  is  there  they  would  find  children 
far  enough  advanced  to  study  the  subject,  and  the  rural  schools 
would  still  be  without  them. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  rural  schools  should  have  these  teachers. 
They  are  our  best  teachers.  In  the  past  many  have  taught  in 
rural  schools  in  farming  sections.  Some  however  have  been  as 
now  employed  in  town  schools ;  as  for  instance,  Mr.  Barteanx, 
Science  teacher  in  Colchester  Academy,  Mr.  W.  F.  Fraser,  Science 
teacher  in  Pictou  Academy;  but  in  these  positions  they  are  able 
to  do  great  good  aa  they  meet  the  bright  young  people  from  every 
part  of  the  county   instead  of  simply  those   from  a  section.     A 
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high  Rchools  and  academies,  so  that  by  placing  car  agricultaral 
teachers  in  these  schools  we  are  indirectly  reaching  a  far  larger 
rural  population  than  if  these  teachers  were  located  in  rural  sec- 
tions. In  the  future  with  the  increase  of  agricultural  teachers 
more  will  teach  in  rural  schools  Fifteen  were  employed  during 
the  past  year. 

I  have  also  given  public  addresses  on  agriculture  and  education 
in  a  number  of  localities  in  the  province,  opened  the  Shelbume 
Exhibition,  and  attended  several  farmers'  and  teachers'  institutes. 


LIST  OF  STUDENTS  REGISTERED  IN  THE  SCHOOL 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 

(W. — Winter  term.     S. — Summer  term:     A. — Autumn  term). 

Mary  Allen,  Shelburne A, 

F.  A.  Amirault,  Church  Point.  Digby S. 

Louise  Barrett,  Truro   S. 

Emma  J.  Best,  B.  A.,  Somerset,  Kings S. 

Harry  W.  Churchill,  Ohio,  Yarmouth S. 

Bertha  Cox,  Truro A. 

Sophia  J.  Coffin,  Port  Greville,  Cumberland   S. 

Matilda  Creelman,  Truro   S. 

Minnie  Creelman,      "         S.  A. 

Laura  Creelman,       "         S. 

Minnie  Caldwell,  Summerville,  Liants A. 

Annie  Crouse,  Bridgewater,  Lunenburg S. 

Flora  L.  Crowe,  Ti  uro    S. 

Henry  S.  Crowe,  B.  A.,  Onslow,  Colchester S. 

Fred.  J.  Dawson,  Truro S. 

Dell  Wallace  DeWolf.  North  Sydney   S. 

Ijoran  A.  Dewolfe,  M.  Sc  "  S. 

Etta  M.  Elliott,  Clarence,  Annapolis     S. 

Mdbelle  Fash,  B.  A.,  Granville,   "  S. 

W.  P.  Fraser,  New  Glasgow S. 

Eva  Maude  Graves,  Middleton,  Annapolis .S. 

Carrie  M.  Hall,  Laurencetown,  "         S.  A. 

Arthur  C.  Harlow,  Port  Clyde S.  A. 

James  B.  Hattie,  Upper  Caledonia,  Guysboro    A. 

N.  W.  Hogg,  Laurencetown,  Annapolis    S. 

Bessie  Hume,  Dartmouth S. 

James  S.  Lay  ton,  B.  A.,  Truro S. 

Edith  Linton,  Truro   S. 

Lucy  Lowe,  Pugwash W,  S, 

Helena  B.  S.  Marsters,  Truro S. 

W^innifred  Moses.  Ohio,  Yarmouth  S. 

fklna  Mo6her>  Kempt  Shore,  Hants S. 
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Elizabeth  Mamford,  Dartmoath  S. 

Uatilda  Mamtord,  "  S, 

Janie  Honro,  West  River,  Picton S. 

Robert  MatbesoD,  Lime  Rock,  Pictou W.  8.  A. 

Fred  G.  Morehoose,  Sandy  Cove,  Digby W.  S. 

Maude  Moore,  Traro ,  A. 

Myrtie  McCallum,  Tmro   A. 

Eva  McCuUy,  "       A. 

David  C.  Macdonald,  Balmoral  Mills,  Colchester  ...  .A. 

Charles  A  McLeanan,  Truro A. 

John  Nairn,  "     A. 

Jennie  Patterson,  Linden,  Camberland    S. 

H.  G.  Payne,  Granville,  AnDapoIis   W.  A. 

James  A.  Ready.  B.  A.,  Summerside,  P.  E.  I S. 

H.  N.  Utronacb,  Middletoo,  Annapolis S. 

Margaret  C.  Spar,  Helvern  Square,  Annapolis   - S. 

Christine  C.  Snaw,  Berwick,  Kings S.  A> 

Percy  J.  Shaw,  B.  A.,  Berwick    "     S. 

Josephine  H.  Stevens,  EUershouse,  Hants   S. 

James  M.  Swoine,  Antigonish   8. 

Alexander  J.  Urqahsrt,  River  John  Road,  Colchester. S» 

Leila  Vance,  Tmro A. 

Erret  Wallace,  West  Gore,  Hants W. 

Amelia  Wier,  Seaforth,  Halifax    S. 

Henry  Yuill,  Truro A. 

I  have  the  bonor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  SMITH. 


.  H.  MacKay.  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Iktuiaiion. 
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REPORTS  OF  INSPECTORS  OF  SCHOOLS. 


Division  No.  1.— CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  HALIFAX, 

Graham  Creighton,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
past  school  year : — 

The  total  number  of  teachers  employed  in  this  division  daring 
the  past  year  was  818.  The  number  of  male  teachers  was  36,  oi 
female  282. 

The  teachers  employed  arranged  according  to  class  of  license 
held,  were : 

A  B  C  D 

16  91  142  69 

The  number  of  teachers  employed  in  rural  Halifax  numbered 
139,  of  this  number — 

68  belonged  to  rural  Halifax. 


34 
13 

II 
If 

Halifax  City. 
Dartmouth. 

16 

1 

Colchester  County. 

3 
2 

Lunenburg      " 
Pictou 

2 

2 

tt 

Guysboro        *' 
Hants 

1 
1 
1 

II 
<i 

Kings               * 
Annapolis        '' 
Inverness        " 

1 

11 

Barbadoes,  W.  I. 

There  are  59  schools  close  to  the  sea  shore.  Only  6  teachers  be- 
longed to  these  sections.  The  others  came  from  the  hamlets  at  the 
heads  of  the  harbors  or  from  the  agricultural  districts. 

There  are  a  number  of  sections  marked  off  territorially,  which 
have  not  had  schools  within  their  borders  for  many  years.  Sparse 
settlement  is  largely  responsible  for  the  lack  of  schools  in  the  most 
of  these  sections. 
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There  are  25  achool  sections  right  on  the  sea-coast  between  Hub- 
bard's Cove  and  Halifax  City.  These,  with  one  exception,  were  in 
operation  daring  the  past  year.  There  are  7  sections  in  this  dis- 
trict at  some  distance  from  the  coast.  Only  3  of  the  7  had  school, 
and  these  bat  for  a  portion  of  the  school  year. 

There  were  no  sections  in  the  Musqaodoboit  district  without 
school. 

Murphy's  Cove  and  Mushaboon  were  the  only  sections  without 
school  in  Halifax  Elast. 

With  regard  to  the  colored  sections,  Lake  Loon,  Partridge  River 
and  North  Preston,  the  present  prospects  arQ  not  encouraging. 

Although  a  gift  of  a  good  building  was  made  to  North  Preston, 
and  a  capable  teacher,  Miss  Williams,  was  engaged,  the  trustees 
failed  to  provide  sufficient  fuel,  and  in  other  ways  made  it  so 
unpleasant  for  the  teacher  that  she  could  not  remain.  The  other 
two  sections  have  not  buildings  fit  to  use  for  school  purposes. 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  secure  colored  teachers,  and  the  services 
rendered  are  of  little  value  when  they  are  employed. 

There  are  150  children  of  school  age  in  these  three  sections,  and 
unless  a  central  school  can  be  provided  and  a  salary  offered  suffi- 
cient to  induce  a  capable  master  to  take  charge,  there  will  be  little 
hope  of  doing  much  in  the  way  of  providing  an  elementary  educa- 
tion for  these  people.  Even  with  a  building  and  teachers  provided 
there  would  remain  the  problem  of  compelling  attendance. 

The  enrolment  of  pupils  in  this  division  was : 

Per  cent,  of 
Average  per      Av.  daily  attend-      attendance 
teacher.  ance  per  teacher      per  teacher 

Halifax  City 7870  53.5  36.7  68.7 

Dartmouth    1163  52.8  35.1  66.6 

Rural  Halifax......  6146  44.2  23.3  52.8 

The  schools  were  for  the  most  part  under  the  management  of 
capable  and  painstaking  teachers.  High  School  work  was  under- 
taken in  52  rural  schools.  In  many  of  these  schools  only  partial 
high  school  courses  were  attempted.  In  others,  Grades  I  to  XI 
were  taught  by  one  teacher,  and  the  success  attending  the  candi- 
dates from  these  schools  at  the  provincial  examination  would 
indicate  that  the  work  was  done  well. 

The  school  rooms,  with  a  few  exceptions,  are  in  good  condition. 
Repairs  and  improvements  are  being  made  yearly. 
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The  roeky  natare  of  the  sarface  in  thia  divisioo,  especially  alotu^ 
tfae  shore,  ia  such  as  to  render  the  work  of  clearing  school  groQn£ 
exceedingly  costly.    Unlitoited  area  over  which  the  children  eao 
'  play  maEea  up  io  part  for  the  lack  of  smooth  yards. 

Outbaildings  in  many  places  are  looked  apon  as  quite  unnecM- 
aary,  and  require  constant  watcfafnlness  to  keep  in  a  state  of 
preservation.  Too  often  it  ia  necessary  to  withhold  municipal 
grants  in  order  to  encourage  trustees  to  make  any  provision  other 
than  that  required  in  the  school  room.  In  the  City  of  Halifax  a. 
committee  of  the  school  board  vlsite  each  school  building  aooodly 
and  makes  a  report. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  each  board  of  trustees  should  visit  the  school 
baildiufis  just  previous  to  the  annual  meeting  and  make  a  report  of 
the  condition  of  buildings  and  apparatus,  and  that  a  copy  of  this 
report  should  be  nent  to  the  inspectors  along  with  the  copy  of  the 
minutes  of  the  annual  meeting. 

Several  new  school  houses  were  built  during  the  year.  A  two- 
atory  building,  well  furnished  and  heated  by  furnace,  replaced  the 
old  bouse  destroyed  by  fire  at  West  River,  Sheet  Harbor. 

The  new  section  of  Eaat  Ship  Harbor  has  a  building  which,  when 
completed,  will  contain  one  of  the  best  school  rooms  in  the  county. 

Cobequid  Road,  Windsor  Junction  and  Lakeview  were  formed 
into  one  section.  A  new  building  for  the  combined  aections  is  in 
course  of  erection, 

Terence  Bay  and  Lower  Prospect  sections  were  also  united,  and 
stepe  have  been  taken  to  furnish  a  new  building. 

Accompanying  this  report  are  the  usual  statistical  tables. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


G.  CREIGHTON. 


To  A.  H.  MacRat,  Ll.  D., 

SuperinteTulent  of  AVui 
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Division  No.  2.— LUNENBURG  AND  QUEENS. 

H.  H.  Macintosh,  I-nxpeelor. 

Sir, — I'  h&ve  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  following  report  on  the 
Hchools  of  Division  No.  2,  cotDprieioj;  the  counties  of  LnnenbaVg 
and  QaeeoB,  for  the  year  ended  July  Slat,  1S>03 : — 

This  divifliou  comprises  192  stations.  There  were  239  schools  in 
aessioQ,  71  of  which  were  departments  of  graded  schools.  Nine 
sections  were  without  school.  These  were  all  weak  sections,  and 
either  unable  or  unwilling  to  pay  salaries  sufficient  to  induce 
teachers  to  take  charge  of  the  schools.  The  total  number  of  pupils 
-registered  was  9507. 

CLASSinCATION   OF  TEACHERS. 

A         B         C  D       Male     FemiUe. 

Lunenburg  Co 5        23        57        101        14        172 

Queens  "    .^.   1         11         23-         26         10  50 

The  average  salaries  paid,  exclusive  of  Qoveromeot  Grant,  were : 
B,  Male,  $282;  C,  Male,  314pO;  D.  Male,  993. 

The  B,  male  teachers,  were  all  employed  in  graded  schools,  chiefly 
as  principals. 

For  the  purpose  of  comparison,  I  give  below  the  average  salaries 
paid  female  teachers  in  incorporatedtowns  and  mtwicipalities. 

BCD 

Incoroorated  Towns 81f5        $159        $140 

Municipalities 140  121  100 

Only  one  D  teacher  was  employed  in  the  incorporated  towue,  12fi 
in  the  municipAlities, 

Of  the  246  teachers  employed,  41  taught  their  first  term,  97 
remained  in  the  same  section  as  the  previous  year;  108  made 
changes ;  1 36  had  taught  from  1  to  5  years ;  41  from  6  to  10  years  ; 
33  from  10  to  20  years ;  5  over  20  yeara. 

The  proportion  of  population  attending  school  wos  1  in  4.5. 
There  were  611  children  between  5  and  15  reported  as  not  attend- 
ing school,  486  in  Lunenburg,  and  125  in  Queens. 

The  school  buildings  and  premises  throughout  the  whole  divisicm 
were  never  in  as  good  condition  so  at  present,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  New  Ross  district,  may  be  reported  as  quito  satisfactory.  A 
large  number  of  school  houses  have  been  repaired,  and   modem 
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furniture  supplied  in  the  following  sections : — Charing  Cross,  Mill 
Oove,  Fauzbourg,  Eastern  Point,  Second  Peninsula,  Clearland, 
Baker's  Settlement,  and  Moose  Harbor. 

Considerable  attention  has  been  given  this  year  towards  com- 
pleting the  minimum  equipments  or  maps  and  other  nscessary 
apparatus  in  the  rural,  schools,  and  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report 
that  nearly  all  these  schools  are  now  fairly  well  supplied. 

The  District  Board  of  Commissioners,  having  at  their  disposal 
the  rentals  of  school  lands  in  the  township  of  Lunenburg,  placed 
to  my  credit  a  sum  sufficient  to  purchase  12  maps  of  the  British 
Empire,  and  12  dictionaries.  These  are  to  be  supplied  to  weak 
sections  free,  or  at  half  cost,  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
section. 

About  the  usual  number  of  candidates  attended  the  Provincial 
Examinations.  Every  year  we  find  more  candidates  from  the 
County  Academies  and  gra()ed  schools,  and  a  smaller  number  from 
the  miscellaneous  schools.  This  is  as  it  should  be.  The  candidates 
will  be  better  prepared,  ^nd  the  miscellaneous  schools  able  to  do 
better  common  school  work,  the  natural  work  of  such  schools. 

Phenological  Observations  were  made  by  82  teeichers,  and  most  of 
the  sheets  show  evidence  of  great  care  and  accurate  observation. 
This  work  is  largely  done  by  the  pupils,  under  the  supervision  of 
the  teacher,  and  has  had  a  most  beneficial  effect  in  stimulating  a 
love  of  nature  in  the  young. 

Arbor  Day  and  Empire  Day  are  generally  observed,  and  from  the 
intelligent  and  satisfactory  nature  of  the  reports  received,  I  con- 
clude that  the  time  is  well  and  profitably  spent. 

The  town  schools  are  doing  satisfactory  wcrk,  and  the  same  may 
be  said  of  most  of  the  graded  schools.  These  schools  draw  the  best 
teachers  from  the  country  sections,  teachers  of  training  and 
experience.  Better  salaries  and  social  advantages  are  the  induce- 
ments. 

The  Manual  Training  schools  in  Lunenburg,  Bridgewater  and 
Chester  have  had  a  successful  year's  work.  The  same  teachers  have 
been  re-engaged  in  Lunenburg  and  Bridgewater.  Miss  Bool  leaves 
Chester  after  two  years  of  very  satisfactory  work,  to  take  charge  of 
the  Domestic  Science  school  in  connection  with  Acadia  Seminary, 
Wolfville. 

The  rural  schools  are,  year  by  year,  falling  more  and  more  into 
the  hands  of  young  and  inexperienced  teachers.  As  already  men- 
tioned, the  teaching  staffs  of  the  town  and  graded  schools  are 
largely  recruited  from  the  ranks  of  the  rural  teachers.  Being  able 
to  offer  greater  inducements,  they  draw  away  the  best     BesideSi. 
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for  some  years,  there  has  been  such  a  demand  for  help  in  other 
employments  at  ^;ood  pay  that  the  energetic  and  ambitious  teacher 
was  not  content  with  the  small  salary  offering  and  left  the  profes- 
sion. The  result  has  been  that  the  rural  schools  have  become  to 
a  large  extent  experimental  grounds  for  young  teachers  until 
-.something  better  turns  up. 

Of  the  126  D  teachers  in  this  inspectorate,  114  or  about  90  per 
cent,  are  employed  in  the  rural  schools,  chiefly  because  they  can 
be  had  at  a  lower  rate  of  salary.  Less  than  one-fourth  of  these 
hold  Normal  School  diplomas  and  many  of  them  have  had  little 
experience.  These  teachers  are  not  capable  of  taking  charge  of 
the  large  miscellaneous  schools  where  training,  experience  and  good 
Judgment  are  especially  necessary.  Such  schools  require  at  least 
an  experienced  C  teacher  of  more  mature  years,  as  many  of  the  pupils 
never  get  beyond  the  common  school  grades  and  therefore  should 
have  the  most  practical  training  possible.  This  gradual  depletion 
of  a  competent  staff  of  teachers  in  the  country  schools  is  due  almost 
wholly  to  the  small  salaries  offered,  and  this  condition  of  affairs  has 
now  reached  a  point  almost  bordering  on  strike  Teachers  will  not 
accept  the  salaries  offered  in  many  sections,  and  the  sections  with- 
out school  this  term  are  so  for  this  reason.  Judging  from  the 
number  of  teachers  negotiating  for  positions  in  the  North  West,  I 
should  not  be  surprised  to  find  a  shortage  of  20  or  30  teachers  in 
this  division  next  term.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  should  be  so, 
but  good  may  come  of  it.  Perhaps  in  no  other  way  could  the 
^hole  matter  be  brought  home  more  forcibly  to  the  parent  and 
ratepayer. 

The  teacheris  of  the  rural  schools  are  certainly  faithful  in  the 
•discharge  of  duty.  Few  will  gainsay  thia  They  do  their  very 
best  and  frequently  in  the  face  of  many  discouragements.  The 
wonder  is  not  that  they  do  not  do  better  but  that  they  do  so  well. 
Were  the  conditions  such  as  to  induce  all  who  enter  the  profession 
io  take  a  course  of  training  at  the  Normal  School  what  an  improve- 
tment  would  be  brought  about ! 

Nearly  all  the  Commissioners  were  present  at  the  District  Board 
meetings  in  Lunenburg,  Chester  and  North  Queens,  and  at  all  of 
these  meetings  important  business  was  transacted.  The  necessity  of 
uniting  several  weak  sections  or  merging  them  into  the  stronger 
ardjoining  sections  is  attracting  the  attention  of  the  several  Boards, 
and  I  expect  that  action  will  be  taken  in  at  least  two  or  three  cases 
next  year. 

The  task  of  properly  defining  the  boundaries  of  sections  was  a 
much  more  difficult  and  laborious  one  than  I  anticipated,  involving 
A  large  amount  of  extra  travelling:  and  unlimited  correspondence. 
The  work,  however,  is  now  virtually  completed  and   the  recording 
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of  the  boundaries  in  prog^ress.  Notwithstanding  thia  eztta  work,  I 
was  able  to  reach  all  the  Bchools,  with  the  exception  of  a  few, 
before  the  close  of  the  term. 

I  have  purposely  made  this  report  brief  and  general,  and  for 
more  detailed  information  must  refer  you  to  the  abstracts  already 
forwarded. 

Your  obedient  seivant, 

H.  H.  Macintosh. 


To  A.  H.  MacKat.  Esq..  Ll.  D. 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


Division  No.  3.— YARMOUTH  AND  SHELBURNE 

James  H.  Monro,  Inspector. 

Sir, — In  a  former  report  I  referred  to  the  similarity  of  reaults- 
from  year  to  year,  as  shown  iu  the  statistical  tables.  The  jear  just 
closed  verifies  that  statement,  in  part  at  least.  The  registered 
attendance  of  pupiJs  nbows  a  very  slight  difference.  In  the  year 
\902-3  there  were  registered  in  both  counties  8,439  pupils,  and  in 
1901-2,  8,417  pupils,  a  difference  of  only  22. 

To  me  it  seems  a  noticeable  fact  that  so  far  an  families  are  con- 
cerned and  the  varying  circumstances  which  influence  attendance 
at  school,  the  difference  should  be  so  small. 

But  there  wa^  a  marked  difference  in  the  days'  attendance  made- 
by  all  the  pupils.  In  1901-2  it  was  10,710,60  days,  but  in  1902-3 
it  was  10,445,80  days,  a  falling  off  of  26,480  days. 

The  decline  can  be  easily  explained.  In  the  year  1901-2  I 
called  attention  to  the  exceptional  mildness  of  the  winter,  fair  and. 
mild  days  being  the  rule,  wherean  the  lost  winter  was  just  the 
opposite.  There  were  weeks  when  two  consecutive  flne  days  were 
a  rarity,  and  much  time  the  roads  were  very  bad. 

As  I  have  not  given  for  sometime  the  classification  of  the  teachers 
either  as  regards  sex  or  licenses  held,  I  will  copy  the  present 
showing  from  the  tables  now  completed.  In  Yarmouth  county  20 
male  teachers  were  employed,  and  104  female  teachers — total  124 — 
or  in  other  words,  16  per  cent,  of  the  teaching  force  were  men  and 
84  per  cent,  women.  In  Shelburne  county  there  were  18  men  who 
taught,  and  65  women  ;  or  to  put  it  in  another  way,  22  per  oent- 
were  men,  and  78  per  cent  women. 
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In  regard  to  licenses  in  Yarmoath  county,  10  teachers  held  A,  31 
B,  46  C,  and  37  held  D.  In  Shelburne  county  3  held  A,  16  B,  39 
O,  and  25  D.    Classed  according  to  sex  : 

YARMOUTH   COUNTY. 

A  B  C  D 

Male  teachers 7  10  2  1 

Female  teachers 3  21  44  36 

SHELBURNE     COUNTY. 

A  B  C  D 

Male  teachers 3  4  9  2 

Female  teachers 0  12  30  23 

B  teachers  of  the  male  sex,  and  also  D,  are  rare  sights  In  Eastern 
Shelburne,  there  being  only  one  ot  each  in  the  municipality.  In 
Barrington  there  were  three  of  the  former  and  one  of  the  latter, 
And  of  the  B  female  teachers  there  were  six  in  each  municipality. 
In  Yarmouth  county  there  were  only  two  male  teachers  holding  C, 
And  one  D.  In  Argyle  municipality  there  were  46  female  teachers 
<;la8sed  thus :  4  held  B,  18  C,  and  24  D. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  C  teachers  of  the  female  sex  are  in  the 
ascendant,  being  about  35  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  of  teachers; 
the  D  teachers  are  about  28  per  cent 

Too  many  teachers  show  a  lack  of  ambition,  and  are  quite  con- 
tent to  hold  a  license  a  class  lower  than  their  (scholarship.  I  have 
made  a  minute  examination  and  find  that  in  Yarmouth  county  12 
hold  C  licenses  with  B  scholarships,  and  13  hold  D  with  C  scholar- 
ships. In  Shelburne  county  13  have  B  scholarships  but  are  con- 
tent with  C  licenses,  and  10  hold  C  scholarships  but  D  licenses. 
Indeed  there  are  in  my  division  three  or  four  D  teachers  who  have 
B  scholarships.  I  have  frequently  urged  teachers  to  get  a  better 
equipment  and  a  higher  licence  by  attending  the  Normal  School, 
but  I  have  thought  there  was  an  indifference  which  said  that  it  was 
not  worth  while.  This  is  a  mistaken  notion  for,  so  far  as  my  obser- 
vation goes,  those  who  enter  the  teaching  ranks  remain  in  them  a 
good  many  years.  I  think  the  legislature  might  well  interpose  and 
enact  a  law  to  make  it  compulsory  for  teachers  holding  scholarships 
higher  than  their  licenses  to  attend  the  Normal  School.  If  the 
Normal  School  is  worth  its  cost,  and  if  young  people  need  its  train- 
ing, and  if  the  schools  in  their  sections  qnalify^  them  for  scholarship 
certificates,  it  seems  very  reasonable  that  within  a  limited  time 
their  further  continuance  in  the  school  room  should  depend  on  their 
ability  to  secure  a  Normal  School  rank  corresponding  to  their  certi* 
ficatea    A  couple  of  year's  service  should,  with  economj^,  put  them 
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in  funds  to  meet  the  expenses  in  Truro,  and  as  the  Qovemment 
furnishes  the  che  cost  of  conveyance,  thus  bringing  the  Normal 
School,  atf  one  may  say,  to  their  door,  there  should  be  no  feeling  of 
hardship  if  the  law  made  Normal  School  training  obligatory.  With 
higher  licenses  improved  salaries  should  follow,  while  their  profes- 
sional status  would  increase  their  influence  and  the  public  respect 
for  them  as  educators. 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  C  teachers  should  be  obliged  to- 
"  iQOve  on,"  if  the  regulations  of  the  C.  P.  I.  are  to  be  enforced. 
One  regulation  specities  that  in  a  graded  school  of  two  departments 
the  principal  must  hold  a  B  license,  but  at  present  principals  thus 
qualified  are  not  to  be  had  in  sufficient  number,  and  consequently 
tne  second  part  of  the  regulation  has  to  be  availed  of,  namely^ 
allowing  trustees  to  engage  a  C  teacher  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Inspector  of  Schools.  (I  may  observe  parenthetically  that  cases 
have  occurred  of  C  teachers  taking  the  advanced  department  with 
as  much  assurance  as  if  they  were  legally  qualified  to  take  it,  and 
though  they  were  obliged  to  step  out,  the  fact  has  not  prevented 
others  from  exposing  themselves  to  a  repetition  of  the  same  treat- 
ment. If  teachers  with  B  certificates  want  to  be  head  masters,  the 
way  to  the  Normal  School  is  open  to  them,  and  when  they  return 
with  their  B  licenses  they  can  take  the  position  in  their  own  right> 
as  the  fruit  of  their  ability  and  enterprise). 

In  regard  to  salaries  one  may  say  that  on  the  whole  there  has 
been  some  advance,  but  it  is  not  uniform,  the  average  of  some 
classes  showing  less.  The  average  salary  for  D  female  in  Yarmouth 
county  was  higher  by  $1.19,  and  in  Shelburne  county  $1.24  ;  but 
the  B  teacher  in  Shelburne  lost  $2.58,  while  the  same  class  and  sex 
in  Yarmouth  county  gained  $16.08.  I  think  the  scale  of  salaries 
suggested  in  the  April  Journal  of  Education  will  serve  a  good  pur- 
pose by  directing  the  attention  of  ratepayers  to  the  subject,  and 
giving  teachers  a  standard  of  value  for  their  work.  The  full  efifect 
of  that  suggestion  may  not  be  realized  in  the  year  1903-4,  for  it  waa 
too  late  in  appearing  in  the  case  of  those  sections  that  hold  the 
annual  meeting  in  March,  but  further  on,  and  with  a  more  positive 
statement  from  the  same  quarter,  ratepayers  will  not  be  able  to 
shirk  the  responsibility  of  voting  more  liberal  sums  of  money  in 
order  to  have  open  and  well  taught  schools  in  their  sections.  I  may 
return  to  the  question  of  salaries  before  I  finish  my  report. 

The  order  of  the  C.  P.  I.  requiring  the  revision  of  the  boundariea 
of  the  school  sections  in  Yarmoutli  and  Shelburne  counties  has 
been  complied  with,  and  they  have  been  recorded  in  substantial 
books  provided  by  the  Education  Department.  Duplicates  of  these 
were  also  prepared,  and  deposited  in  the  several  offices  of  registrars^ 
of  deeds  in  those  counties.  The  revision  involved  much  correspon- 
dence with  secretaries  of  trustees  and  others  (in  some  instances  I  had 
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to  make  sn  inTestigation  in  person),  and  always  an  effort  was  made 
to  define  the  bonndaries  exactly.  According  to  the  revision  in 
Division  No.  3,  there  are  139  sections : 

In  Yarmonth  municipality,  36  sections. 
"  Argyle  "  39 

"  BarringtoD  "  27         " 

"  Shelbume  "  37 

A  few'  sections  on  the  old  lists  were  nob  counted  :  one  which 
existed  only  on  paper,  another  which  has  had  no  school  for  main 
years,  and  ia  not  likely  to  have  one,  and  a  third,  Mud  Island,  which 
ia  no  longer  inhabited. 

I  am  pleased  to  announce  thatthe  ratepayers  of  Shelbume  town 
have  resolved  to  etect  a  new  academy.  They  have  removed  the 
old  building  across  the  street  in  order  to  make  room  for  the  new 
on  the  old  site.  The  building,  as  I  understand,  will  be  two  story, 
and  will  contain  eight  -rooms,  and  will  be  provided  with  modem 
conveniencea  as  regards  heating,  ventilation,  water  closets,  and 
everything  else  that  is  characteristic  of  the  large  modern  school 
house.  The  difference  between  the  old  building  and  the  new  will 
indicate  the  growth  of  new  ideas  and  tastes  in  the  Shelburne  mind, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  attitude  of  the  ratepayers  to  their  town. 
I  know  of  no  people  more  hopeful  of  the  prosperity  of  their  town, 
making  the  best  of  the  resources  within  tneir  reach,  and  believing 
that  with  the  coming  of  the  railway  their  beat  anticipations  will  m 
realized.  In  my  opinion  there  are  no  people  in  Nova  Scotia  more 
deserving  of  a  railroad. 

At  Clark's  Harbor,  too,  the  old  school  house  is  going  to  give  place 
to  a  new  one.  At  tirst  the  ratepayers  thought  to  relieve  the 
crowded  rooms  by  building  two  school  houses  of  moderate  size,  one 
at  each  end  of  the  section,  but  a  difficulty  was  foreseen  in  allotting 
the  pupils.  At  the  last  meeting  a  better  plan  was  adopted — the 
people  resolving  to  build  a  large  school  house  in  the  centre  of  the 
section,  probably  one  with  a  capacity  for  eight  apartments.  The 
trouble  with  Clark's  Harbor  people  is  to  get  them  started,  but  once 
started  they  will  6nish  well  what  they  have  undertaken.  I  expect 
to  see  then  a  handsome  building,  the  pride  of  every  ratepayer,  and 
the  admiration  of  every  visitor. 

Roseway  section  is  erecting  a  new  school  house,  compelled  by  a 
melancholy  circumstance  to  do  it.  When  fires  were  raging  in  the 
dry  season  all  over  the  country,  the  building  took  fire,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  was  burned  to  the  ground.  The  loss  to  the  ratepayers 
was  large,  as  the  house  was  only  a  few  years  old,  and  few  were  its 
equal  in  country  sections,  besides  being  equipped  with  patent  furni- 
ture. Fortunately  there  was  insurance  on  the  building — enough  to 
give  them  courage  to  rebuild  at  once. 
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There  are  a  few  other  sections  in  which  new  buildings  are  re- 
quired, notably,  Upper  Port  La  Tour.  It  is  unwise  economy  to  buy 
an  old  structure  with  the  view  of  reconstructing  it  for  a  school 
house.  The  result  is  unsatisfactory,  and  ere  long  the  ratepayers 
will  have  to  shoulder  the  cost  of  a  new  school  house.  In  my  last 
report  I  referred  to  an  expensive  undertaking  at  Lower  Wood's 
Harbor.  Since  then  I  saw  the  building  as  it  now  stands,  and  can 
say  that  excellent  work  was  done.  There  are  no  finer  school  rooms 
in  the  county.  To  this  I  may  add  that  I  found  the  three  depart- 
ments doing  good  work.  The  advanced  was  exceptionally  good, 
the  pupils  from  grade  X  to  XI  being  well  drilled,  and  capaUe  of 
explaining  in  well-made  sentences  what  they  knew.  In  the  course 
of  the  year  I  did  not  see  a  brighter  grade  than  the  5th.  Mr.  N.  B. 
Craig  has  proved  an  efficient  and  judicious  principal,  and  the  pity 
is  that  he  does  not  receive  such  a  salary  as  would  enable  him  to 
make  teaching  his  life  work. 

Several  schools  should  be  noticed  for  improvements  made,  and 
certainly  Middle  West  Pubnico.  The  upper  room  is  now  well 
lighted  and  ventilated,  a  partition  wa49  built  across  the  room  which 
<sutsoffthe  draughts  that  used  to  sweep  through  it,  and  patent 
furniture  has  been  supplied.  The  primary  is  handsome  as  a  picture, 
the  floor,  walls,  ceiling,  blackboards  and  desks  first  class.  I  have 
an  idea  that  the  incoming  of  Mr.  H  S.  LeBlanc,  M.  P.  P.,  as  trustee, 
had  something  to  do  with  these  additions. 

Too  often  the  annual  school  meeting  proves  a  failure  on  account 
of  the  neglect  of  the  ratepayers  to  attend  ;  a  second  and  sometimes 
a  third  notice  has  to  be  issued  before  they  come  together.  I  have 
thought  over  this  matter  and  I  believe  I  have  found  a  remedy. 
Let  the  Legislature  enact  a  law  to  this  effect :  When  the  ratepayers 
are  properly  notified  of  the  annual  school  meeting  and  they  fail  to 
attend,  let  the  secretary  of  trustees  inform  the  Inspector  of  schools, 
who  shall  thereupon  name  a  ratepayer  in  the  section  as  a  trustee 
for  the  next  ensuing  three  years,  and  the  trustee  shall  forthwith 
assess  the  section  50  per  cent,  over  the  money  vote  of  the  previous 
year,  that  is  to  say.  where  $140  00  was  voted  it  shall  be  $210.00  this 
year,  or  if  SrSOO.OO  it  shall  be  $4'50.00,  and  so  on,  and  the  said  sum 
shall  be  expended  in  its  entirety,  paying  the  teacher,  making  im- 
provements on  buildings,  grounds,  gates  and  fences,  and  providing 
enclosures  for  school  gardens,  library,  etc.  This  law  should  have  a 
wonderful  effect  on  the  memory  of  the  average  ratepayer,  and 
insure  a  good  attendance  and  intelligent  interest  in  the  school  and 
its  management. 

Owing  to  the  revising  of  boundaries  of  sections  a  good  many 
schools  were  left  unvisited — indeed  I  visited  only  half  a  dozen  in 
Eastern  Shelburne.  Still  I  was  not  allowed  to  lose  sight  of  the 
schools,  as  reports  were  sent  me  of  the  work  done  and  of  improve- 
ments which  would  have  surprised  me. 
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Wben  the  lessons  oo  cardboard  work  began  to  appear  in  the 
Eduoational  Review  the  thought  occurred  to  me  to  make  a  note 
'  of  those  schools  that  profited  by  the  lessons.  I  regret  to  say  that 
my  observation  enables  me  to  report  only  one  school,  that  at 
Middle  East  Pubnico,  taught  by  Miss  Mary  V.  Allen.  The  work 
covered  all  that  appeared  in  the  Review  for  1901-2,  and  made  a 
fine  exhibit.  A  [urther  examination  would  show  that  the  Babject» 
taught  in  her  school  take  a  wide  range,  for  pupils  in  grades  IX,  X 
XI  take  scbolarsbips  every  year.'  The  school  in  the  adjoiniog 
section,  taught  by  Miss  Ida  F.  Knowlea,  is  of  a  similar  character. 
A  pupil  16  years  old  took  grade  XI  certificate  with  an  aggregate 
of  526  and  with  no  mark  b^ow  40.  Be  it  noted  that  in  both  these 
schools  the  pupils  are  French. 

I  6nd  now  that  if  I  discuss  all  that  I  have  outlined  this  report 
will  be  too  long.  Consequently  I  will  close  with  a  few  remarks 
about  the  manual  training  school  and  the  academies. 

I  visited  the  school  in  Yarmouth  twice  in  the  year,  and  found 
the  pupils  earnest  and  interested.  The  instructor  remarked  that 
they  applied  themselves  better  than  in  the  previous  year  and  were 

Eroduciiig  better  work,  and  often  they  would  remain  at  work  an 
our  or  two  after  the  time  for  dismissal.  The  change  from  book 
work  to  hand  work  must  have  an  excellent  etiect  upon  the  charac- 
ter of  the  pupil.  Whatever  may  be  his  crossea  and  worries  in  the 
regular  classes,  in  the  changed  environment  and  perhaps  more 
congenial  exercise  he  takes  on  happier  mood  and  closes  the  day  a 
better  boy.  In  my  next  report  I  shall  have  something  to  say 
about  the  domestic  science  school  for  which  the  Commissioners  are 
making  preparation. 

Some  changes  were  made  during  the  year  which  it  may  be  well 
to  note.  When  the  Comniissiouere  decided  to  take  up  the  work  of 
grade  XII,  in  the  County  Academy,  they  moved  Mr.  J.  H,  Bingay, 
A  (Sc),  from  the  Central  School  to  the  Academy,  and  after  the 
death  of  the  lamented  principal,  Mr.  A.  Cameron,  Mr.  George  D. 
Blackadar  was  called  from  Lockeport,  where  he  possessed  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  the  community,  to  take  a  department. 
The  staff  now  consists  of  W.  F.  Kempton,  principal  and  teacher  of 
mathematics,  George  D.  Blackadar,  teacher  of  classics,  J.  H.  Wyman, 
of  science,  and  James  H.  Bingay,  of  literature  and  cognate  subjects. 

Mr.  Kempton,  who  is  in  the  prime  of  life,  has  served  with  dis- 
tinction in  the  capacity  of  a  priucipat  and  vice-principal,  and  is  in 
every  way  quaUtied  tor  the  position.  With  a  staff  all  yount;,  vigor- 
ous scad  inspiring,  the  Academy  should  show  the  force  of  ila 
character  by  reaching  out  its  arms  and  drawing  in  students  from 
all  parts  of  the  county. 
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Principal  Bruce  keeps  the  even  tenor  of  his  way  in  the  Shelbnme 
Academy.  For  14  or  15  years  he  has  been  a  laborious  worker,  and 
•ingle  handed  has  kept  his  school  abreast  of  the  times.  Besides  he 
is  a  good  supervisor  and  co-operates  with  the  teachers  in  the  several 
departments.  At  the  provincial  examinations  his  pupils  make  a 
good  name  for  themselves,  and  those  who  become  teachers  are 
encouraged  to  appeal  to  him  for  direction  and  advice.  With  senti- 
ments of  sincere  respect 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  H.  MUNRO. 
To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


Division  No.  4.— DIGBY  AND  ANNAPOLIS. 
L.  S.  Morse,  M.  A.,  Inspector. 

Sir, — In  presenting  the  Annual  Report  for  Inspectorial  Division 
No.  4,  for  the  school  year  ended  July  Slst,  A.  D.  1903,  it  is  difficult 
to  avoid  repeating  much  that  has  been  stated  in  former  years.  The 
same  schools  exist  as  in  former  years,  taught  in  many  cases  by  the 
same  teachers.  Each  year,  however,  a  very  considerable  number  of 
the  more  experienced  teachers  are  leaving  the  profession,  and  their 
places  are  being  supplied  by  beginners.  In  consequence  of  this» 
very  little  if  any  improvement  can  be  reported  in  the  schools  as  a 
whole. 

Of  the  two  new  sections  formed  by  the  Boards  of  Commissioners 
in  May,  1902,  one  in  Annapolis  East  was  sanctioned  by  the  Council 
of  Public  Instruction,  and  the  other  in  Clare  was  not  sanctioned. 
This  leaves  the  number  of  sections  in  this  Division  as  follows, 
namely :  In  Annapolis  county,  one  hundred  and  nine  sections,  and 
in  Digby  county,  eighty  sections.  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  for  Annapolis  West,  in  May  last,  united  two 
sections  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction. 
The  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Clare,  also,  at  their  last  annual 
meeting  united  St.  Benoni  and  Meteghan  River  sections,  and  also 
Bear  Cove  and  Cheticamp  sections,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction — the  union  in  both  cases  to  take 
effect  on  August  1st,  1904.  These  cases  will  be  specially  reported 
to  you  for  the  consideration  of  the  Council. 
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Eleven  sections  were  without  Bchooln  during;  the  year  for  reasoiu 
stated  io  the  special  report  on  theae  eections  forwarded  herewith. 
Several  of  these  sections  have  made  provision  for  schools  daring 
the  ensuinf;  year.  At  this  writing,  however,  it  appears  to  be 
probable  that  some  sections  may  not  be  able  to  secure  teachers  and 
will  be  nnable  to  have  schools  on  that  account. 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-two  schoola  were  in  session  during  the 
^ear,  being  three  Ubb  than  were  open  last  year.  Most  of  these 
were  in  session  the  whole  (or  nearly  the  whole)  year.  The  average 
number  of  days  all  achoola  were  open  was  203.1  out  of  210  days  id 
the  full  term.  A  few  shoals  were  in  session  part  of  the  year  only 
for  various  reasons — hence  the  reduction  in  the  average  number  of 
-days  all  schools  were  in  session. 

Salmon  River  section  in  Clare  has  erected  a  new  two  department 
school  house  to  replace  the  one  previously  destroyed  by  fire.  I 
have  not  seen  the  building  since  ito  completion,  but  judging  from 
the  character  of  the  foundation  which  I  saw  in  the  spring  it  is 
fair  to  assume  that  the  superstructure  will  be  creditable  to  the 
flection.  'J  he  Town  of  Bridgetown  has  also  erected  a  new  school 
house  at  a  cost  of  ten  thcusand  dollars.  It  is  built  of  brick  with 
granite  trimmings  and  is  one  of  the  finest  school  buildings  in 
western  Xova  Scotia.  The  plan  of  the  building  and  all  its  equip- 
menta  are  "  up  to  date."  It  is  intended  for  a  six  department  scnoot 
with  rooms  in  the  basement  for  Manual  Training  and  Domestic 
Science.  It  was  hoped  that  these  latter  rooms  would  be  put  to 
immediate  use,  but  in  consequence  of  the  heavy  expenditure  to 
which  the  town  had  been  put  in  building,  the  ratepayers  decided 
not  to  equip  those  departments  Just  at  presnnt.  As  soon  as 
Bridgetown  is  ready  to  go  forward  in  this  work  the  towns  of 
Annapolis  Royal  and  Digby  stand  ready  to  join  with  Bridgetown 
in  maintaining  both  Manual  Training  and  Domestic  Science  depart- 
ments. It  is  hoped  that  these  departments  will  be  put  into  oper- 
ation after  another  year. 

The  building  for  the  new  Consolidated  School  at  Middleton  is 
not  yet  complete.  The  old  school  house  has  been  thoroughly 
renovated  and  will  be  used  for  four  departments  of  the  school. 
The  new  building  which  is  of  brick  is  in  course  of  erection  and 
when  completed  will  contain  the  remaining  departments.  It  is 
expected  to  be  ready  for  occupation  in  January,  190+.  In  the 
meantime,  and  uniil  the  new  building  is  completed,  rooms  have 
been  secured  in  other  parts  of  the  town.  The  school  garden  will 
be  undertaken  next  spring  and  for  this  purpose  the  trustees  have 
secured  four  acres  of  land  adjoining  the  present  school  grounds. 

Three  hundred  and  ninety-one  candidates  applied  for  examina- 
tion at  the  sis  stations  in  this  inspectorial  division.  About  two- 
thirds  of  these  were  nrenared    in  the  countv  academies  and    oraded. 
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schools.  The  remainder  were  sent  up  by  the  teachers  of  miscellane- 
oos  schools,  who  in  most  cases  taught  all  or  nearly  all  the*  grades  of 
the  common  school  in  addition  to  the  high  school  pupils  whom  they 
prepareci  for  examination.  As  the  ability  of  the  teacher  is  com- 
monly gauged  by  his  success  in  preparing  candidates  for  examination, 
it  is  but  natural  to  suppose  that  these  candidates  were  prepared  in 
some  cases  at  the  expense  of  the  lower  grades.  High  School  pupils 
should  as  far  as  possible  be  taught  in  the  graded  schools,  thereby 
allowing  the  teachers  of  the  common  schools  more  time  for  training 
the  pupils  of  the  lower  grades. 

The  common  schools  with  few  exceptions  are  in  a  fairly  satisfactory 
condition.  No  very  marked  improvement  can  be  reported.  What 
improvement  has  been  made  during  past  years  is  largely  the  result 
of  the  more  advanced  scholarship  of  the  teachers,  an'l  of  the  larger 
proportion  of  Normal  trained  teachers,  of  whom  no  less  than  one 
hundred  and  seventeen  were  employed  in  this  division  during  the 
year.  The  remaining  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  had  not  received 
a  Normal  training  and  many  of  them  had  had  very  little  experience. 
No  great  advance  in  the  status  of  the  schools  as  a  whole  can  be 
expected  so  long  as  such  a  large  proportion  of  the  schools  is  in 
charge  of  inexperienced  and  untrained  teachers.  Such  must  neces- 
sarily be  the  case  so  long  as  the  salaries  paid  are  so  inadequate. 
Under  present  condititons  teachers  as  a  rule  remain  in  the  pro- 
fession a  very  short  time  and  use  it  merely  as  a  stepping-stone  to 
something  more  remunerative,  if  not  more  honorable.  The  salaries 
offered  are  in  most  cases  not  sufficient  to  induce  teachers  to  take 
a  course  of  training  at  a  Normal  school,  or  to  remain  long  in  the 
profession.  The  remedy  lies  with  the  people.  The  Government 
cannot  reasonably  be  expected  to  do  more  than  it  has  been  doing. 
The  ratepayers  should  provide  more  funds  for  school  purposes. 
Trustees  should  then  offer  such  salaries  as  would  induce  experienced 
and  trained  teachers  to  continue  longer  in  the  profession.  If  this 
could  be  accomplished  the  schools  would  soon  shew  more  rapid 
improvement.  Present  conditions  must  soon  produce  a  scarcity 
of  teachers,  and  this  might  not  prove  an  unmixed  evil  if  it  should 
be  the  means  of  raising  the  salaries  of  teachers,  and  of  bringing 
about  the  union  and  consolidation  of  some  of  the  weaker  rursu 
sections. 

School  gardening  properly  so-called,  has  never  been  attempted 
to  any  great  extent  in  this  division,  except  on  a  few  occasions  some 
years  ago  by  Mr.  G.  B.  McGill,  who  is  now  the  Principal  elect  of  the 
MacDonald  Consolidated  School  at  Middleton.  A  considerable 
number  or  teachers  have  had  beds  prepared  on  the  school  grounds 
in  which  seeds  have  been  planted.  These  plots  may  have  been 
used  to  some  extent  for  purposes  of  instruction,  but  their  chief  end 
has  been  ornamental  rather  than  practical.  Many  of  the  school 
rooms  have  been  ornamented  with  potted  plants  which  while 
ornamental  have  been  used  to  some  extent  for  nature  study. 
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PhenolofSfical  observations  were  recorded  by  about  the  usual 
number  of  teachers  representing  all  parts  of  this  division. 
This  work  should  stimulate  a  greater  interest  in  the 
nature  work  of  the  course  of  study  and  should  prove  highly 
beneficial.  As  it  can  be  carried  on  to  a  greater  extent  out  of  school 
hours,  and  can  be  made  the  means  of  inculcating  in  the  pupils  the 
love  of  nature  in  all  its  varied  forms,  it  should  be  undertaken  by 
^1  teachers. 

The  24th  annual  session  of  the  Teachers'  Institute  for  this  In- 
spectorial Division  convened  this  year  at  Weymouth  Bridge  on 
the  7th  and  8th  days  of  May.  By  arrangement  the  French  Institute 
met  in  joint  session  with  ours.  The  number  enrolled  was  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty,  being  the  largest  in  the  history  of  the 
Institute.  Lunenburg,  Queens,  and  Yarmouth  counties  were  well 
represented.  The  following  subjects  were  presented  and  dis- 
•cussed,  viz. : — 

1.  Entomology Prin.  A.  W.  L.  Smith. 

2.  Nature  Study  (paper) Miss  Mae  D.  Hunt. 

3.  The    teaching    of   Geography   as    an 

Illustration  of  Psychological    Prin- 
ciples   Rev.  Prin.  Amirault. 

4.  Mineralogy  to  Grades  V  and  VI    ....  Prin.  W.  E.  Banks. 

5.  Reading — Grade  II Miss  Winnifred  Moses. 

6.  School  Attendance Prin.  L.  A.  D'Entremont. 

7.  Nature  Study  (Lesson)    Prin.  Agnes  O.  Harlow. 

8.  English  in  the  Common  Schools    ....  Prin.  Soloan. 

9.  Composition Rev.  Prin.  Amirault. 

10.  Physical  Geography    Prin.  S.  D'Eon. 

11.  Too  much  Arithmetic Prof.  E.  W,  Connolly. 

12.  The  Good  and  Bad  in  Recitation Prin.  McEittrick. 

13.  The  Common  School  as  a  Preparation 

for  Life •  •  •  •  • Prin.  J.  W.  Mortimer. 

Instead  of  a  public  meeting  on  the  evening  of  the  first  day  of 
the  Institute,  it  was  thought  advisable  in  view  of  the  fullness  of 
the  programme  to  take  up  the  regular  work  of  the  Institute  on 
that  evening.  Such  topics  were  brought  forward  for  discussion  at 
that  session  as  it  was  thought  would  be  of  most  interest  to  the 
public.  The  members  of  the  Institute  were  much  indebted  to  the 
ouperintendent  of  Education,  to  Principal  Soloan,  and  Prof.  Con- 
nolly of  the  Normal  School,  and  to  Inspector  Macintosh,  for 
valuable  assistance  rendered.  As  the  proceedings  of  the  Institute 
will  be  published  in  the  Annual  Report  further  comment  is 
unnecessary. 

Special  exercises  in  commemoration  of  Arbor  Day  and  of  Empire 
Day  were  held  in  a  considerable  number  of  the  schools.  Twenty- 
two  teachers  reported  Arbor  Day  exercises,  and  fifteen  reported 
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the  observance  of  Empire  Day.  These  days  were  appropriately 
obflervecl  by  other  teachen  who  neglected  to  send  in  a  report.  In 
the  cases  reported,  the  prpgrammea  if  properly  carried  out,  conld 
□ot  fail  to  be  beneficial. 

The  county  Academies  at  Annapolis,  Difjby,  and  Clare  were  in. 
char^  of  Principals  Smith,  Smeltzer,  and  Amirault  respectively. 
The  reanlts  of  the  Provincial  examinatione  will  determine  to  some- 
extent  the  character  of  the  work  done  therein.  From  my  inspec- 
tion of  these  Academies  I  should  judge  that  good  work  was  done, 
particularly  at  Annapolis  and  Clare.  In  the  latter  Academy,  the 
principal  had  the  assistance  of  the  Professors  of  St  Anne's  College, 
and  the  work  was  conducted  on  the  college  plan.  The  work  in  the 
Digby  Academy  was  interfered  with  owing  to  the  ill-health  of  the 
principal  who  was  obliged  to  resign  on  that  account  at  the  end  of 
the  third  quarter.  His  place  was  taken  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year  by  Mr.  N.  W,  Hogg,  Cluss  B.  and  in  consequence  Dighy  ceased 
to  be  a  county  Academy  while  Mr.  Hogg  had  charge.  It  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  benetits  of  the  Clare  Academy  should  be  confined 
chiefly  to  male  students  in  consequence  of  females  not  being 
admitted  to  the  classes. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  that  no  "  permissive  HcenseB" 
were  issued  during  the  year  for  the  purpose  of  providing  an 
adequate  supply  of  teachers  for  the  French  (schoola  Regular 
teachers,  with  the  addition  of  a  few  holding  D  Provisional  licenses, 
were  found  to  supply  all  the  French  schools.  This  has  never 
occurred. before  since  my  first  acquaintance  with  these  schools  in 
1880,  and  probably  never  since  the  introduction  of  the  present  free 
school  system.  As  the  "Special  Visitor"  will  report  on  these 
schools  further  comment  from  me  is  unnecessary  in  this  connection. 

All  schools  were  inBpect<'d  once  dnring  the  year  except  a  very 
small  one  in  Dargie  Section  No.  85,  in  Annapolis  West.  Thisschool 
had  not  opened  when  I  pnsseil  through  the  settlement  in  October, 
and  it  had  closed  for  the  year  when  I  again  passed  that  way  in 
Jane.  This  -■fcliool  was  in  session  two  quartorH  of  the  year,  and  was 
in  charge  of  an  experienced  teacher  A  few  sthools  received  a 
second  visit. 

The  work  of  revising  the  boundaries  of  all  school  sections  in  the 
division,  and  of  recording  the  samo  in  duplicate  sets  of  hooka  pro- 
vided for  the  purpose,  has  been  completed.  TUia  has  entailed  a 
great  amount  of  e.xtra  work.  It  iipct-ssitated  a  visit  to  all  parts  of 
the  division,  and  consunifl  hII  extra  tinif  tliiit  was  not  occupied  in 
the  discharge  of  the  ordimiiy  du'ies  of  my  office.  Xo  time  has 
been  left  for  vacation  ;  in  fact  an  Inspecior  Ims  very  little  time  for 
that  purpose  in  any  year,  provided  all  the  rerjuirements  of  his 
othce  are  promptly  and  properly  performed.  These  duties  a^e^ 
becoming  more  arduous  and  exacting  each  succeeding  year. 
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Id  former  reporbi  I  have  recommended  that  the  Jowmal  of 
Education  be  mailed  to  teachere  inetead  of  tmstees.  Each  teacher 
■hoold  receive  a  copy  of  the  Jou,mai  as  soon  after  its  is«ae  as  pot- 
nble.  It  is  of  much  more  uae  to  teachers  than  to  traeteea.  Some- 
times weeks  elapee  after  its  publication  before  some  teachers  see  it, 
and  occasionally  they  miss  seeing  it  at  all.  If  arrangements  could 
be  made  to  furnish  each  teacher  employed  with  a  copy  soon  after 
publication,  in  addition  to  the  copy  mailed  to  trustees,  it  would  be 
much  appreciated  by  teachers  and  it  wdhld  be  productive  of  good. 

The  abstracts  and  tables  of  statistics  for  the  year  are  herewith 
presented.  They  contain  as  usual  much  information  which  need 
no  further  comment  in  a  written  report. 

Thanking  you  for  courteous  treatment  always  received  in  the 
past, 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.  a  MORSE. 


A.  H.  MacKat,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

SuperinUnderU  of  Education, 
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Divisions  Nos.  3  and  4.— YARMOUTH  AND  DIGBY. 

Rev.  J.  J.  Sullivan,  Special  Visitor. 

Sir, — I  herewith  respectfully  submit  my  annual  report  of  French 
Schools  for  the  year  ended  July  Slat,  190.3. 

During  the  past  year  the  condition  of  schools  in  this  district  has 
been  comparatively  good.  More  progress  might  be  reasonably 
looked  for  with  the  expenditure  of  a  little  more  energy  and  interest 
on  the  part  of  ratepayers  in  m&ny  sections.  The  first  necesa&ry 
step  to  be  taken  in  my  section  is  to  provide  a  decent,  commodious 
school  house  with  spacious  grounds.  This  provision  is  greatly 
neglected  in  many  cases  throughout  the  district  of  Clare. 

The  buildings  in  many  sections  are  abandoned  to  the  mercy  of 
time  and  weather,  but  after  all,  considering  the  little  care  given 
them,  our  school  houses  do  not  present  such  an  a^vfuUy  delapidated 
aDDeannce. 
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The  shingles  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  must  have  been  of  a 
l>etter  quality  than  those  on  the  market  to-day.  Had  the  paint  of 
former  days  been  of  as  high  a  grade  as  that  of  the  shingles,  we 
might  be  able  to  pass  judgment,  even  now,  upon  its  value.  Alas! 
Time  has  laid  a  heavy  hand  upon  it,  and  son  and  shower  have 
robbed  it  of  its  beauty  and  of  its  very  existence,  so  that  the  shingles 
remain  unadorned  and  unkept,  an  indisputable  proof  of  their  won- 
derful durability.  The  interior  of  some  of  our  schools  is  in  just 
keeping  with  their  exterior.  Many  of  them  are  calculated  to 
repulse  rather  than  to  attract  the  youth. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  this  state  of  affairs  exists,  into  all  of 
which  it  would  be  superfluous  to  examine.  SuflSce  it  to  say  how- 
ever that,  after  careful  observation,  I  am  inclined  to  attribute  as  an 
e£Eicient  cause,  the  unnecessary  number  of  small  schools  now  in 
existence. 

The  majority  of  ratepayers  in  this  district  seem  to  favor  a  multi- 
plicity of  school  sections,  and  as  long  as  this  principle  is  tolerated 
and  fostered,  we  must  expect  just  that  state  of  things  prevailing  to- 
day. Not  only  are  some  school  buildings  badly  kept,  both  inside  and 
out,  but  more  regretable  still,  they  are  deplete  of  ordinary  sufficient 
working  apparatus.  In  many  cases  the  blackboards  are  entirely 
unserviceable  without  a  skilful  hydropathic  treatment  before  and 
after  use.  By  occasionally  coating  these  boards  with  the  proper 
preparation  the  worthy  trustees  would  economize  in  chalk. 

The  school  commissioners  of  Clare,  at  their  last  annual  meeting, 
took  action  upon  reports  made  concerning  certain  sections,  and 
amalgamated  Cheticamp  and  Bear  Cove,  as  well  as  Meteghan  River 
and  St.  Benoni.  The  buildings  in  these  four  sections  represent  the 
poorest  throughout  the  district. 

No  doubt  considerable  kicking  will  be  done  by  the  ratepayers  in 
these  sections,  but,  if  progress  is  aimed  at,  those  in  power  must 
maintain  their  ground  and  assert  their  authority,  suaviter  when 
possible  and  expedient,  fortiter  when  other  methods  fail. 

To  those  who  are  topographically  acquainted  with  St.  Mary's  Bay 
district,  the  practicability  of  Consolidated  School  Sections  is 
quite  evident,  and  it  is  desirable  that  means  be  taken,  in  the  near 
future,  to  educate  the  people  up  to  an  appreciation  of  the  value  of 
such  amalgamation  Upon  the  success  or  failure  of  the  Middleton 
experiment  depends  the  history  of  rural  consolidation  in  this 
province.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  report  will  pronounce  the  Middle- 
ton  school  a  success,  for  then  the  people  along  these  shores  may  be 
encouraged  to  undertake  a  similar  venture,  which,  under  favorable 
existing  circumstances,  I  believe  would  prove  a  success. 

Something  of  this  nature  is  necessary  to  secure  more  regular 
attendance. 
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The  Acadian  youth,  generally  speaking,  begin  to  attend  school 
«t  too  young  an  age;  and  give  up  just  as  they  commence  to  learn 
something,  This  is  particularly  true  of  the  boys.  The  consequence 
is  that,  in  every  section  the  primary  is  overcrowded,  whilst  the 
advanced  is  almost  abandoned. 

The  pupils  on  register  in  primaries  run  from  50  to  112,  whilst  in 
the  advanced  they  number  only  from  20  to  45. 

This  gives  a  very  fair  idea  of  the  comparatively  young  age  at 
"which  the  Acadian  children  give  up  school 

Of  the  pupils  in  the  advanced  departments  eighty  per  cent,  are 
girls.  There  is  no  reasonable  excuse  for  this  unfortunate  state  of 
affairs,  and  perhaps  to  one  cause  can  it  be  mainly  attributed— the 
indifference  of  parents  to  the  education  of  their  children. 

The  mass  of  our  French  people  follows  the  educational  movement 
apathetically,  and  the  youth,  not  being  by  nature  of  a  studious  turn 
of  mind,  are  prejudiced  against  school  by  reason  of  this  unfortunate 
parental  indifferentism.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  at  least,  that  every 
•encouragement  be  given  the  girls,  so  that  they  become  not  indiffer- 
€ntists  too,  for  upon  them,  as  heads  of  household  affairs,  in  years  to 
icome,  depends  the  education  of  our  future  Acadian  youth. 

From  parents  of  culture  a  greater  love  for  education  and  mental 
development  is  imbibed  than  can  be  acquired  through  most  strenu- 
ous individual  efforts. 

Children  of  every  nationality  are  innately  opposed  to  the  restric- 
tions of  the  school  desk,  and  it  requires  the  exercise  of  the  strongest 
parental  persuasive  powers,  at  times,  to  convince  them  that  school 
;and  slavery  are  not  synonyms. 

Our  tesMshers  have  to  contend  too  frequently  with  this  annoying 
irregularity  of  pupils.  An  examination  of  the  register  in  any  of 
our  schools  will  readily  convince  the  incredulous  that  my  contention 
is  not  exaggerated.  It  will  likewise  disclose  the  fact  that  the  most 
backward  l^y  or  girl  in  the  class  is  he  or  she  who  attends  school 
the  most  irregularly.  With  attractive  school  rooms  presided  over 
by  good,  live  teachers  well  versed  in  the  science  of  pedagogy  and 
lacked  up  by  the  encouraging  interest  of  parents,  no  doubt  children 
would  soon  begin  to  appreciate  the  advantages  of  a  more  faithful 
attendance  at  school,  and  would  apply  themselves  more  indus- 
triously to  their  studies. 

I  have  repeatedly  encouraged  the  trustees  in  every  section  to 
supply  their  schools  with  all  the  apparatus  required  under  regula- 
tions, but  there  are  circumstances  which,  at  times,  prevent  the  most 
favorably  disposed  from  carrying  out  recommendations. 
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Id  such  cases  a  competent,  earnest  and  indastrioos  teacher  can; 
supply  the  deficiency  by  using  a  little  tact  and  by  conducting  the- 
lessons  through  the  means  of  familiar  object& 

The  ignorance  of  a  class  in  arithmetic  cannot  be  charged  to  the* 
credit  of  poor  blackboards,  nor  can  a  deficiency  in  geography  be 
justly  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  school  is  not  supplied  with  a 
globe  and  the  latest  edition  of  mapa 

Proper  apparatus  is  a  desirable  quality  in  every  well  regulated 
school,  but  more  important  still  is  it  that  a  claiss  be  presided  over^ 
by  an  able,  lively  teacher.     In  vain  may  we  look  for  progress  whea 
the  apparatus  is  poor  and  the  teacher  either  incompetent  or  too 
lazy  to  exert  himself. 

Some  of  our  more  than  average-talented  teachers,  whilst  exercis- 
ing even  less  energy,  would  prove  more  successful  had  they  cleai^r 
pedagogical  notions. 

A  class  for  improvement  in  professional  work  among  our  French 
teachers  was  organized  at  the  Normal  School  during  the  summer 
vacation  of  1902,  and  was  at  first  very  well  attended.  During  the 
last  session,  however,  only  eight  took  advantage  of  this  useful 
course  of  instruction. 

In  previous  reports  I  have  called  attention  to  the  unimportant 
place  allotted  to  history  in  our  French  districts.  '*  It  is  not  without 
reason,"  says  Rollin, ''  that  history  has  always  been  considered  aa 
the  light  of  ages,  the  depository  of  events,  the  faithful  evidence  of 
truth,  the  source  of  prudence  and  good  counsel,  and  the  rule  of  con- 
duct and  manners.  Confined  without  it  to  the  bounds  of  the  ag» 
and  country  wherein  we  live,  and  shut  up  within  the  narrow  circle 
of  such  branches  of  knowledge  as  are  peculiar  to  us,  and  the  limits 
of  our  own  private  reflections,  we  continue  in  a  kind  of  infancy 
which  leaves  us  strangers  to  the  world  and  profoundly  ignorant  of 
all  that  has  preceded  or  even  now  surround  us." 

It  is  an  indisputable  fact  that  the  few  years  that  go  to  make  up 
the  average  life,  and  the  means  at  our  disposal  to  help  us  traverse 
the  vast  regions  of  the  universe,  are  in  se  insufficient  in  the  search 
for  knowledge,  unless  aided  by  history  which  opens  up  to  us  every 
age  and  every  country,  and  keeps  us  in  touch  with  the  heroic 
actions  of  the  great  men  of  the  past,  thus  giving  us  an  opportunity 
to  be  wise  before  our  time.  History  is  not  a  mere  study  of  dates 
and  facts,  but  a  logical  succession  of  events  creating  an  incorrupt- 
ible tribunal  free  from  prejudices  and  personal  fear,  offering  to 
posterity  a  means  to  cooly  and  prudently  examine  the  actions^ 
achievements  and  motives  of  the  great  men  of  antiquity.  It  might 
be  well  for  our  teachers  to  devote  more  time  to  this  important  sub- 
ject, for  when  properly  taught  it  will  adequately  supply  the 
instruction  required  under  the  head  of  "  Moral  and  Patriotic  Daties**^ 


^A 
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If  OQr  teachers  were  more  taterested  in  history  and  its  philoaophy 
they  woald  undoabtedly  impart  a  taste  for  il  to  their  soholars  who- 
should  be  coavicced  that,  witJioot  a  certain  koowledge  of  the  past, 
edacatioD  is  incomplete. 

Text  Books : — Of  tate  a  ffreat  deal  of  space  has  been  ^ren  by 
the  press  of  the  province  to  discussions  on  the  merits  of  books 
in  Qse  in  our  schools,  and  one  conclusion  has  been  reached,  that  is, 
that  onr  text  books  in  many  cases  are  deficient  This  incomplete 
agitation  and  public  criticism  have  had  a  very  undesirable  eSect 
upon  the  general  economy  of  our  schools.  It  has  inspired  many  of 
our  teachers  with  the  false  notion  that  they  are  not  supposed  to- 
exert  themselves,  "  because  the  booki  are  going  to  be  changed." 

Parents  too,  are  expectant  and  consequently  neglect  to  supply 
their  children  with  books  in  actual  use,  fearing  to  incur  unncessary 
expense  "  as  the  hooks  are  going  to  be  changed."  As  far  as  tb« 
French  schools  are  concerned  a  change  is  absolutely  necessary. 

No  doabt  the  commission  appointed  to  look  into  this  important 
matter  has  famished  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  with  th» 
necessary  data,  and  it  would  be  presumptuous  for  me  to  offer  any 
suggestions  as  to  what  should  be  the  nature  of  changes  to  be  made. 

I  might  be  permitted  however,  to  urge  the  immediate  introduc- 
tion of  the  proposed  improved  series,  as.  in  its  present  incomplete 
state,  this  agitation  has  only  been  the  means  of  creating  a  sense  of 
oocertainty  and  mistrust 

As  the  educatioD  imparted  in  our  French  schools  is  determined 
by  their  prescribed  course,  it  might  nut  be  amiss  at  this  juncture 
to  attempt  to  dispel  the  erroneus  impression  under  which  certain 
minds  are  laboring,  that  the  object  of  the  present  regime  is  to 
foster  the  French  language  to  the  suppression  of  the  English.  Such 
is  not  the  case,  and  were  it  attempted  at  this  moment,  would  only 
result  in  retarding  education  among  the  Acadians. 

The  method  employed  is  based  upon  that  pure,  sound  pedago- 
gical principle  that  we  can  only  arrive  at  a  knowledge  of  the 
anknown  through  the  known.  So  far  the  application  of  this 
principle  has  vindicated  itself  in  the  perceptible  improvement 
already  made  in  the  grammatical  use  of  both   French  and   English 

Orthography  :  The  great  difficulty  our  French  scholars  have  to 
contend  with  in  spelling  is  attributable  to  the  use  of  the  dual 
alphabet  in  class.  In  writing  the  children  are  fairly  good  spellers, 
but  orally  they  confound  the  letter  e  in  French  with  the  a  in  English 
and  the  i  in  French  with  the  e  in  English  To  avoid  this  annoying 
distinction  for  young  minds,  I  would  recommend  the  use  of  only 
one  alphabet  in  all  primaries. 
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As  a  rule,  English  words  are  correctly  pronounced.  Qreater 
improvement  might  be  looked  for  however,  if  our  French  teachers 
were  better  posted  in  orthoepy  themselves. 

4 

The  stumbling  block  is  the  *'  th  "  as  in  mother  father,  &c.  &c' 
This  difficulty  would  be  easily  and  quickly  overcome  were  more 
attention  paid  to  the  mechanical  use  of  the  teeth  and  tongue  in 
correct  pronunciation,  for  the  ear  alone  is  no  criterion  of  pro- 
nunciation in  any  language.  A  few  lessons  showing  the  child 
how  to  press  the  tongue  against  the  edge  of  the  upper  teeth 
when  pronouncing  the  *"  th ''  in  English  will  eventually  eliminate 
"  mudder/'  '*  farder  "  and  '*  brudder  "  from  the  Acadian  vocabulary 
of  the  English  language. 


Our  teachers  will  pardon  me  for  persisting  in  reminding  them 
that  the  best  text  book  in  pronunciation  and  grammar  they  can 
use  in  class  is  to  speak  distinctly  and  correctly  to  their  scholars. 
Barbarous  colloquialisms  in  English  as  well  as  in  French  should  be 
scrupulously  avoided  both  in  school  and  out  of  it. 

The  Clare  Academy,  which  has  always  had  at  its  head  efficient 
and  devoted  principals,  continues  doing  good  work  under  the  able 
and  energetic  direction  of  Rev.  A.  F.  Amirault. 

The  union  meeting  of  the  English  and  French  Teachers'  Institute, 
held  at  Weymouth  in  May  last,  was  a  grand  success.  The  members 
of  each  institute  attended  in  large  numbers,  and  took  a  very  active 
part  in  proceedings.  The  result  of  such  a  concourse  of  the  best  and 
most  intelligent  French  and  English  teachers  must  prove  a  powerful 
impetus  to  education  in  this  section  of  the  province.  The  papers 
read  at  the  convention  reflect  great  credit  upon  those  who  so  ably 
favored  the  Institute.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  this  was 
the  best  attended,  most  interesting,  and  most  successful  convention 
of  teachers  ever  held  in  western  Nova  Scotia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  SULLIVAN. 
To  Dr.  a.  H.  Mackay, 

Superinteyident  of  Education. 
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Division  No.  5.— HANTS  AND  KINGS. 

Colin  W.  Roscoe,  M.  A.,  Inspector, 

Sir, — I'  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  schools  in 
Inspectorial  Division,  No.  5,  for  the  year  ended  July,  1903. 

•Many  of  the  weak  sections  referred  to  in  my  last  report  have 
been  united  to  other  sections  by  the  boards  of  school  commissioners. 
In  some  cases  the  section  was  divided  and  attached  to  two  other 
sections  so  as  to  make  attendance  more  convenient.  In  most  cases 
the  small  number  of  children  and  the  weak  financial  condition  of 
these  sections  made  the  maintenance  of  schools  almost  impossible, 
hence  some  of  them  have  had  no  schools  for  periods  varying  from 
five  to  fifteen  years.  Now  they,  are  attached  to  sections  that  have 
sustained  their  schools  with  much  regularity  in  the  past,  and  they 
will  be  pretty  sure  of  having  a  school  to  which  they  may  send  and 
to  pay  school  taxes  as  all  their  neighbors  are  required  to  pay.  This 
is  right  and  will  give  them  an  interest  in  their  school  and  section. 

In  Kings  county.  Black  Bock  Mountain,  a  section  reduced  to  five 
families  and  four  or  five  children,  was  united  to  West  Black  Rock 
section.  The  few  children  will  have  some  distance  to  travel ;  but 
this  will  be  much  better  than  being  without  a  school  as  they  have 
been  for  ten  years. 

Long  Beach,  without  a  school  for  fifteen  years,  with  no  school 
house  and  not  more  than  two  or  three  children,  was  united  to 
Baxters  Harbor  Mt.  Some  complain  that  now  they  will  be  com- 
pelled to  pay  taxes ;  but  this  section  was  created  to  meet  the  wishes 
of  three  or  four  people,  and  when  they  removed  from  it  the  school 
was  allowed  to  go  down  and  the  school  house  to  be  used  for  other 
purposes  than  a  school.  This  is  another  case  of  putting  property 
where  it  will  pay  a  fair  share  of  school  taxes  and  aid  a  poor  section 
in  sustaining  a  school. 

East  Pereaux  Mt.  section  was  formed  several  years  ago  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  some  people  who  promised  to  keep  up  a  school,  pro- 
vided a  new  section  should  be  formed.  Special  aid  was  given  from 
the  school  land  and  other  funds ;  but  it  has  proved  a  failure,  and 
most  of  the  school  privileges  they  have  had  for  many  years  have 
been  in  the  old  school  from  which  they  were  separated.  The  board, 
therefore,  put  the  main  part  of  the  section  back  with  the  Pereaux 
Mt.  section,  and  a  small  part  back  into  Upper  Pereaux,  from  which 
it  had  been  separated  five  years  ago.  This  will  aflford  school 
privileges  for  all  who  will  avail  themselves  of  them.  If  left  to 
themselves  they  would  probably  go  on,  having  no  school  as  in  the 
past  and  sending  to  other  schools. 
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Kelly ville  was  anited  to  Halfway  River.  A  six  months'  school 
for  five  children  did  not  seem  justifiable  when  other  schools  were 
within  two  miles. 

In  West  Hants,  Stillwater  section,  which  several  years  ago  had  a 
small  school,  became  reduced  to  one  family  and  one  child,  and  so 
'  was  united  to  Ellershouse. 

Falklands,  which  had  not  had  a  school  for  nine  years,  and  gave 
no  promise  of  having  one  in  the  future,  and  whose  children  were 
flent  to  other  schools,  was  divided,  and  united  to  Ardoise  and  Hills- 
dale section. 

In  Blast  Hants,  Glencoe,  a  section  having  no  school  for  ten  years 
was  divided,  and  attached  to  Rockville,  and  Georgefield  section. 

Manganese  Mines,  and  Rawdon  Gold  Mines,  having  been 
Abandoned  as  mines,  and  the  people  moved  away,  were  united  to 
Tenecape  and  Pleasant  Valley  sections.  This  is  a  kind  of  consolida- 
tion on  a  small  scale  that  I  hope  may  prove  beneficial.  While  this 
is  going  on,  consolidation  on  a  larger  scale  is  in  the  air,  and  if  the 
experiment  at  Middleton  proves  successful  four  or  five  groups  of 
schools  in  the  Cornwallis  Valley  may  be  formed.  Canning  and  the 
sections  near  by  are  holding  meetings  to  discuss  the  matter  of  form- 
ing a  ^roup  with  Canning  as  its  centre.  A  group  might  be 
formed  here  containing  sixteen  schools. 

Pine  Woods,  a  school  of  colored  chiidren,  could  not  get  a  teacher 
and  80  was  deprived  of  a  school  for  the  whole  year.  There  are 
between  50  and  70  of  school  age  here,  and  provision  is  made  from 
the  School  Land  Fund  of  Cornwullis  to  aid  in  sustaining  a  school ; 
but  it  is  very  difficult  to  persuade  a  teacher  to  accept  a  fair  salary 
and  teach  this  school. 

Mountain  Home,  and  Dalhousie  Road,  have  so  few  to  send  to 
school  that  no  attempt  was  made  to  open  their  school&  I 
think  Mountain  Home  might  be  joined  to  Stronach  Mountain,  in 
Annapolis  county,  and  form  a  "  border  section."  Dalhousie  Road  is 
so  situated  that  nothing  can  be  done  to  improve  its  condition.  A 
school  may  be  kept  here  occasionally. 

Dawson  Road  and  Crystal  Wave,  in  West  Hants,  were  also  with- 
out school  for  the  whole  year.  The  former  is  making 
an  effort  to  have  a  six  months  school  next  year.  The 
latter  is  living  in  hopes  that  oil  may  be  discovered 
as  a  result  of  the  boring  that  is  now  being  done  in  the 
section.  Dawson  Road  may  be  improvtM.!,  either  by  extend- 
ing its  bounds  by  taking  in  some  non-resident  land,  and  putting  the 
section  on  the  "  second  schedule,"  or  joining  it  to  the  nearest  section. 
In  case  Crystal  Wave  does  not  strike  oil  it  should  be  joined  to 
Cheverie  and  provision  made  to  convey  the  children  to  school. 
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DariDj;  the  year  2fi3  sfihools  were  in  operation  in  this  tDspectoriol 
-division.  This  is  one  less  than  last  year.  In  these  283  teachers 
«nd  3  assistants  were  employed— six  more  teachers,  and  one  mora 
-assistant  than  last  year.  There  were  130,  as  compared  with  129 
last  year,  who  held  Normal  School  diplomas.  The  followinfi; 
tables  will  show  several  comparisons  with  last  year's  fi£;are8 : — 


ScHOOLa 


COOHTT. 

No.  Schools 

No.  TeacbBn. 

No.  Pnplb. 

126 

128 

143 
139 

4606 
6001 

527,916 
637,172 

Total,  1903  .... 
"      I90S  .... 

263 
264 

282 
276 

9606 
9692 

1,065,087 
1,080,809 

Increase 

Decreaae 

i 

6 

"86 

15,728 

COUNTT. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

"■ 

DProv. 

U>le. 

Female. 

TotaL 

3 

3 

38 
33 

9 

7 

8 
18 

135 
121 

Kings    

42  1  M 

139 

ToUil,  1903   . . 
"      1902   .. 

6 
11 

72 
73 

117 
112 

71 
66 

16 
14 

26 
34 

256 
242 

282 
276 

Increase 

\ 

5 

2 

'"s" 

14 

Decrease    

5 

1 

The  number  of  male  teachers  employed  in  this  inspectorate,  only 
26  out  of  282,  is  far  too  small  and  out  of  all  proportion  to  the 
number  of  females  in  the  schools.  I  am  of  opinion  that  at  least 
one-half  of  the  teachers  should  be  males.  The  larger  boys  need  the 
management,  training  and  instruction  of  male  teachers  to  develop 
their  powers  of  mind  into  the  strong  and  manly  graces  so  essential 
to  a  well  balanced  manhood.  For  children  and  girls  ihe  female 
teachers  are  doing  an  excellent  work,  and  I  am  in  no  mood  to 
reflect  upon  their  very  effective  teaching  and  control  of  the  schools 
given  into  their  charge ;  but  I  shall  not  be  disappointed  to  find  the 
bovs  mrow  no  effeminate :  or  take  control  into  their  own  hands  and 
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become  Iswlesa.  To  nettle  this  serious  questiou  and  put  the  schools 
OQ  a  basin  to  meet  the  demaods  of  the  times,  meaus  an  expeudituro 
of  much  more  money  in  salaries  that  is  now  paid. 

The  schools  have  been  conducted  with  the  usual  success  and 
progress.  The  well  trained  and  experienced  teachers  have  in  the 
main  done  excellent  work.  The  beginner:),  who  are  nanally  un- 
trained, have  not  done  very  well.  They  have  little  conception  of 
what  it  is  to  teach.  More  training  in  teaching  the  elementary 
subjects  is  necessary  if  progress  is  to  be  made  in  many  of  the  rural 
schools, 

Windsor  Academy  has  been  conducted  with  the  usual  regularity 
and  success.  John  A.  Smith,  M.  A.,  still  continues  to  act  as  prin- 
cipal, and  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  school  are  well  attended  to 
by  him  and  his  faithful  aaeistants. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Hogg.  B.  A.,  was  principal  of  Kentville  Academy 
during  the  year,  tie  retired  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  Mr.  Ernest 
KohinHon  will  enter  upon  the  principalship  at  the  opening  of  the 
term.  Miss  Cann  lias  also  retired  and  Miss  Lillian  Best  will  take 
her  place.  In  the  preparatory  department  M  ins  Ciertrade  Strong& 
will  be  teacher  for  nest  yenr. 

Hantsport  was  in  charge  of  Mr  W.  I.  Shields,  as  principal,  for 
the  yuar,  and  his  services  are  to  he  retained. 

Mr.  U.  W.  Ford,  B  A.,  who  has  been  principal  of  Wolfville  High 
School  lor  the  past  live  years,  will  be  continued  in  the  same 
po.sition. 

Mr.  Russell  Ellis  who  lias  fUschargeil  the  duties  of  principal  of 
the  .Maitland  schools  for  thu  past  two  year.-,  in  a  very  efficient 
manner,  retired  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Mr.  N.  A.  Osborne  the  principal  of  Berwick  for  the  year  is  to  be 
succeeded  by  Mr.  J.  Willis  Margesou. 

t'amiing  will  retain  the  sorvicfs  of  Mr.  H.  L.  Bustin,  B.  A.,  for 
another  year. 

The  matter  of  school  lihrarie.s  will  receive  more  attention  in  the 
future  than  lieretofoie.  Fioni  a  fuml  under  control  of  the  Board 
of  School  Cominissionera  for  Kings  county,  lor  the  schools  of  the 
township  of  Cornwallifi.  several  humhed  dollars  hiive  been  voted 
and  put  in  the  hands  of  the  Inspector,  to  be  expended  in  each  of 
the  sixty  schools  of  the  township,  to  form  the  nucleus  of  a  library. 
The  condition  upon  which  this  is  to  be  given  is  that  the  section 
raise  an  equal  sum  to  that  given  by  the  Board  and  provide  a  cabinet 
for  keeping  the  books  in.    At  the  opening  of  the  term  steps  will  b« 
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taken  to  iatereat  these  and  other  Bectiona  and  |;et  them  to  work  to 
establish  libraries.  A  list  of  suitable  books  and  their  prices  is  much 
Deeded. 

A  very  valuable  work  has  been  done  in  the  revision  and  re- 
writing of  the  school  boundaries  in  this  division.  For  nearly  three 
months  much  of  my  time  was  devoted  to  this  work.  In  that  time  I 
read  all  the  bounds  as  recorded  in  the  books  of  boundaries,  all  the 
minutes  of  the  school  boards,  and  collected  information  as  to  the 
change  in  the  names  of  owners  of  properties,  whose  lines  Formed 
part  of  the  limits  of  sections,  &&,  &c.  From  all  these  data,  the 
gathering  of  which  necessitated  an  extra  trip  to  mo9t  every  part 
of  the  inspectorate,  I  prepared  the  best  and  most  accurate  bounds 
possible.  These  were  written  in  books  provided  by  the  E'luciition 
Office,  and  copied  into  other  books.  Now  in  the  office  of  Registrar 
of  Beeds  in  Windsor  and  Kentville,  are  deposited  for  safe  keeping, 
in  the  tire-proof  vaults,  bDoks  coatAining  correct  bounds  of  all  the 
school  sections  in  the  counties  of  Hants  and  Kings.  This  I  regard 
as  a  work  of  much  importance  to  the  two  counties.  It  should  be 
added  that  copies  of  theie  bounds  are  6led,  in  book  form,  in  the 
office  of  the  Inspector. 

Fifty-four  teachers  sent  in  the  sheet  of  Phenological  Observations 
pretty  well  filled.  When  this  work  was  done  by  fnlisting  the  aid 
of  the  pupils  it  became  a  most  interesting  and  protitable  part  of 
the  school  work.  No  achool  can  do  this  work  faithfully  without 
being  much  benefitted. 

School  gardens  have  not  been  reported  except  in  a  very  few 
cases.  There  seems  to  be  a  need  of  a  specialist  in  this  line  to 
travel  among  the  schools  and  give  instruction  and  direction  to 
teachers  and  pupils. 

Fenmamhip  and  drawing  are  not  raakinj;  the  advancement  in 
the  schools  I  should  like  to  see  Drawing  too  neems  not  t't  get 
beyond  the  stage  of  copyini;  except  in  a  Euw  schools.  We  have  not 
yet  a  Hyatem  ihat  is  enticing  to  children.  After  many  years  of 
more  or  less  efTectual  teaching  few  know  how  to  do  work  of  much 
merit. 

The  notice  proclaimin<;  May  S.ith  a  public  holiday  in  place  of  the 
anniversary  of  the  late  Qiietrn's  birthday,  was  not  known  by  a  good 
many  teachers  till  the  day  had  passed,  so  the  day  was  not  observed. 

The  usual  number  of  schools  observed  Arbor  and  Kmpire  days,  I 
have  a  largo  numbur  of  good  reports  trom  teachi'rs  who  succe.isfully 
observed  these  days.  These  reports  are  similiar  to  those  noticed  in 
my  report  last  year.  I  was  glad  to  receive  them,  and  from  them  to 
learo  the  efforts  of  teachers  and  pupils  in  these  useful  lines  of 
education.     I   believe   from   the   observance   of   Empire   day  the 
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I  believe  the  time  has  come,  when,  in  the  interest  of  reading 
in  all  the  schools,  it  will  be  necessary  to  provide  a  new  series  <» 
readers.  While  the  cost  to  the  Province  may  be  large,  the  increased 
interest  in  reading,  stimulated  by  new  and  attractive  books,  will  be 
much  larger,  and  much  more  than  repay  the  cost  of  the  books  in 
one  year.  The  announcement  of  a  change  in  readers  for  a  certain 
date  will  do  good  and  be  the  new  thing  to  which .  pupils  will  look 
forward  with  delight. 

The  Institute  for  this  division  was  held  in  Eentville  on  Wednes* 
day  and  Thursday  preceding  Good  Friday.  This  time  enabled 
teachers  to  have  a  short  break  in  the  long  part  of  the  school  term^ 
as  well  as  to  attend  a  series  of  most  instructive  and  successful 
meetings.  The  teachers  are  under  obligations  to  yourself  for  your 
presence  and  interest  in  all  their  work  and  aid  at  all  the  meetings ; 
out  especially  for  your  address  at  the  public  meeting.  To  ProL 
Harlow  also,  they  are  indebted  for  a  very  valuable  paper  read  at 
the  public  meeting,  as  well  as  for  addresses  before  the  Institute. 
A  new  feature  of  the  work  was  a  lesson  on  Domestic  Science,  given 
to  a  class  of  her  pupils,  by  Miss  Bessie  Maud  Smith.  As  the  Secre* 
tary  has  furnished  you  with  a  full  report  of  the  meetings,  extended 
remarks  from  me  will  be  unnecessary. 

Manual  Training  and  Domestic  Science  schools  have  been  in 
operation  during  the  year,  in  Kentville,  Windsor  and  Wolfville. 
Mr.  Charles  J.  McNab  was  the  teacher  of  Manual  Training,  and 
Miss  Bessie  Maude  Smith,  of  Domestic  Science,'for  the  Windsor  and 
Kentville  schoola  In  Wolfville.  Mr.  L.  K.  Fairn  taught  Manual 
Training  and  Miss  Cora  Archibald  Domestic  Science.  These  schools 
did  good  work  and  were  deservedly  popular.  It  seems  to  me  that 
a  union  of  Kentville  and  Canning,  and  W^indsor  and  Hantsport^ 
would  make  a  more  convenient  combination  than  Windsor  and 
Kentville  and  thus  enlist  two  more  schools  in  this  important  work. 
I  hope  these  and  other  schools  will  soon  enlist  in  these  new 
branches  of  education,  which  give  such  a  practical  turn  to  our 
work. 

This  report  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

COLIN  Wf.  ROSCOE 
To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 
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Division  No.  6.— ANTIGONISH  AND  QUYSBORO. 
A.  G.  Macdonald,  M.  A.,  Inspector. 

Sia, — I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  following  report  on  thtr 
schools  of  Division  No.  6,  comprising  the  coanties  of  Antigonisly 
and  Quyaboro,  for  the  school  year  ended  July,  1903. 

The  total  number  of  sections  having  schools  is  the  same  aa  last 
year,  namely,  175,  of  which  81  are  in  Antigonish  county  and  94  in 
Guysboro. 

In  each  county  there  were  thirteen  sections  without  school  during 
the  year.  Fewness  of  pupils  or  smallness  of  salaries  offered  is  the- 
general  cause  of  the  inactivity  of  these  schools.  For  fuller  infor- 
mation see  special  report  on  sections  without  schools. 

The  number  of  teachers  employed  in  this  division  was  178,  or 
three  more  than  in  the  preceding  year,  and  of  these,  60  held  a 
Normal  school  diploma,  being  10  in  excess  of  the  number  holding 
■nch  diploma  the  year  previous. 

The  average  number  of  days  all  schools  were  in  session  in  Anti- 
gonish county  was  195.6,  and  in  Guyaboro,  192,  the  total  number  of 
teaching  days  in  the  year  being  210. 

The  total  number  of  pupils  registered  in  the  two  counties  was 
6507,  being  a  small  increase  over  the  registration  of  the  preceding 
year,  and  being  1  in  every  4.8  of  the  population  in  Antigoniah 
county,  and  1  in  every  4.9  of  the  population  of  Guysboro,  according 
to  the  last  census. 

In  the  two  counties  there  were  employed  48  male,  and  130  female 
teachers,  and  of  these  25  taught  school  for  the  first  time,  and  the 
experience  of  29  of  them  did  not  exceed  one  year. 

The  total  teaching  staflF  consisted  of  7  A's,  24  B'a,  62  C's,  and 
85  D's. 

Id  Antigodish  county  the  total  days'  attendance  made  was 
281,607,  and  the  number  of  pupila  daily  present  on  an  average  was 
1426.8.  The  corresponding  numbers  for  the  preceding  year,  for  the 
same  county,  were  320,447  and  1519.7,  but  it  should  be  added  that 
the  year  just  closed  was  shorter  by  six  school  days  than  its  pre- 
decessor. 

Id  Gaysboro  county  the  total  days'  attendance  waa  381,242,  and 
the  number  daily  present  on  an  average  1991,  the  correspood- 
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The  total  number  ot  pupiU  in  the  whole  divisioa  doing  commoD 
school  work  was  6,093,  and  the  number  doing  high  Rchool  work 
was  414,  or  in  other  words,  for  every  pupil  engaged  in  high  school 
work  there  were  fifteen  prosecuting  commoa  school  studies. 

According  to  the  official  ■  returns  sent  to  me  there  were  2,434 
children  between  the  agew  of  five  and  fifteen  years  enrolled  in 
Antigonish  county  who  attended  school  in  their  own  sections,  and 
126  who  did  not  attend  school  in  any  section,  and  in  Quysboro  the 
numbers  were  respectively  3,269  and  '2Hii. 

In  the  matter  of  snliiries  the  academic  teachers  in  both  counties 
are  reported  as  receiving  the  minimum  statutory  aalary,  together 
with  tlie  additional  grant  to  which  the  classification  of  their  schools 
as  "superior"  may  have  entitled  them. 

In  Antigonish  count;  the  average  siklarie.i  from  all  sources  of 
males  B,  C  and  ]1  were  respectively  S2H4.1I4,  J203G5  and  8161.63; 
and  the  average  aalnries  of  fi;male.i  of  the  corresponding  classes 
were  respectively  S2H4.0G,  ?20.'».65  and  $l,-.7,.'il. 

In  Guyslioro  county  the  avernge  salaries  were  somewhat  better, 
being  for  ninles  }J,  C  mid  I>  reapfctivcly,  S42I1.94,  S2*i3.70  and 
S194.li7;   and    for    fomiiles   uf   the   corresponding   classes   8290.31, 

3212.41  ami  SllJD.ia 

On  the  whole  these  averages  show  a  con.tiderable  improvement 
on  those  paid  the  year  preceding.  It  is  but  fair  to  note,  in  this 
conucctiuii,  that  tliecast  of  board  in  the  rui-al  sections  of  Antigonish 
county  is  coniiiderably  less  timn  it  is  in  (luysboro  county;  and  it 
should  also  be  ohserved  that  the  average  salary  of  the  comparative- 
ly few  B  teachers  employed  in  this  division  is  unduly  depressed  by 
the  faci  Lhiit  a  large  per  centage  of  tliem  accept,  for  reasons  which 
it  is  not  necessary  to  repeat  here,  .sUarit's  as  low,  if  not  lower,  than 
those  UHUrtlly  paid  to  the  T>  t»achL^n(  uf  the  district.  And  the  same 
is  true,  though  not  to  the  same  extent,  of  the  average  salary  paid 
the  C  teachers. 

Two  new  school  himscs  wi:re  hi'gnn  anil  tinished  during  the  year, 
one  at  IJppi/r  <!lfn  Uoad,  Antiyouish  ouiily,  ;ind  the  other  at  Aspen, 
St.  Miiry's  district.  Tli"  lnU-'r  i-  a  niudol  school  house  in  every 
rwpect.  Its  apijuintiiieuts,  inelmliiig  pattriit  sea'-sand  decks,  are  all 
that  one  could  desire. 

New.schuol  him.«es  are  in  dmrsr  i:,l'  ciiiislrnotiiin  in  the  sections  of 
Goldhoro  and  Lr,wi.r  Nimv  llurlnjr  in  the  District  of  tiuysboro,  and 
in  the  section  of  I'ort  Bielicrtun,  St.  .Mary's  district. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  public-spirited  and  pro- 
fn^Bsive   ueoiilo  oi   Goldboro  for   their   resolve   to   abandon   their 
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present  and  over-crowded  two-department  building,  and  to  erect  a 
first-class  modern  one  of  four  departments  on  a  more  attractive  and 
suitable  site.  It  is  expected  that  this  building  will  be  ready  for 
school  work  immediately  after  the  Christmas  holidays,  when  three 
teachers  will  be  employed,  thus  relieving  the  congestion  that 
rendered  good  work  impossible  in  the  primary  department  the  past 
few  years. 

It  is  a  pleasure  for  me  to  state  that  the  section  of  Pirate  Harbor 
had  not  to  be  told  a  second  time  that  an  additional  department 
was  necessary  to  accommodate  its  rapidly  increasing  school  popula- 
tion. When  I  visited  the  school  early  last  spring  I  found  it  over- 
crowded and  otherwise  unsuitable.  On  directing  the  attention  of 
the  trustees  to  the  matter  they  for  with  began  to  provide  a  remedy. 
Their  school  house,  a  comparatively  new  one,  was  changed  in 
position,  and  greatly  remodeled  to  harmonize  with  a  wing  which 
was  added  to  it,  at  a  very  considerable  expense.  The  section  will 
thus  have  a  graded  school  of  two  departments  for  the  ensuing  year 
in  one  of  the  best  two-department  buildings  in  eastern  Nova 
Scotia.  Its  position,  overlooking  the  majestic  Strait  of  Canso,  with 
its  great  ferry-  steamer,  freighted  with  I,  C.  R.  trains,  ever  crossings 
and  re-crossing  between  Mulgrave  and  Point  Tupper,  is  one  of 
the  most  interesting  scenes  that  can  be  found  in  the  maritime 
provinces. 

Eighteen  or  twenty  new  out-buildings  have  been  erected  during 
the  year,  and  repairs,  in  some  cases  extensive  ones,  have  been  made 
to  a  large  number  of  buildings  in  both  counties. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Antigonish  board  of  school  commission- 
ers the  sections  of  Upper  and  Lower  North  Grant  were  united  into 
one,  and  also  the  sections  of  Georgeville  and  Greendale,  thus 
reducing  the  total  number  of  sections  in  the  county  by  two.  As 
there  are  very  few  sections  in  my  division  that  can  be  considered 
territorially  too  small,  any  farther  effacement  of  sections 
by  absorption,  with  one  or  two  possible  exceptions,  becomes  imprac- 
ticable. Relief  for  sections  too  weak  in  pupils  or  property  to 
maintain  a  school,  must  be  sought  through  some  system  of  consoli- 
dation that  will  provide  for  the  free  conveyance  of  children  to  a 
neighbouring  school  of  good  standing  and  efficiency. 

Trustees  and  parents  may  be  heard  on  every  hand  bewailing  the 
scarcity  of  teachers.  The  truth  is  :  teachers  are  not  scarce,  but 
teachers,  who  will  teach  for  the  wretched  salaries  that  are  offered, 
are  scarce  and  are  becoming  scarcer.  Our  best  teachers  are  leaving 
us  almost  every  day  to  follow  their  calling  in  the  United  States  or  in 
the  Canadian  North  West,  where  they  are  offered  fair  salaries ;  or, 
betaking  themselves  to  other  more  lucrative  callings  after  discover- 
ing that  their  chosen  profession  does  not  offer  them  at  home  fair 
prospects  of  a  livelihood.     The  remedy  for  this  so-called  scarcity  ia 
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in  the  hiinds  of  the  people  and  it  is,  in  brief — adeqaftte  salaries. 
ThoBe  who  would  advocate  the  lowering  of  the  bars  so  as  to  admit 
to  the  teachinc;  ranks  mere  children,  or  the  incapable  who  fail  to 
qnaliff  themselveB,  are,  unconsciously  of  course,  neither  the  Frieods 
of  our  country  or  the  country's  hops — our  school  children. 

A  very  succcsaful  "  Teachers'  Institute  "  wat)  held  in  the  town  of 
Guysboro  on  the  IHth  and  lOth  of  last  June.  As  the  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  Institute  accompanies  this  one  I  shall  make  no 
reference  to  the  work  of  the  In.>ititute,  other  than  to  thank  most 
cordially,  yourself,  Principal  Soloan  and  Prof.  Harlow  of  the  Truro 
Normal  School,  J.  U.  Sinclair,  Esq.,  M.  F.  P.,  New  Glasgow, 
4ind  Dr.  Hay  of  St,  John,  for  the  invaluable  assistance  given  on  the 
occasion.  The  sincere  thanks  of  the  Institute  and  ol  the  writer 
are  due  to  the  generous  people  of  Ouysboro  fur  their  kindly  enter- 
tainment of  the  large  body  of  teachers  who  attended,  but, 
particularly  are  thanks  due  to  those  who  so  kindly  treated 
the  Institute  to  the  delightful  music  that  formed  such  an  interesting 
feature  of  the  "  Educational  public  meeting  "  ou  the  evening  of  the 
18th. 

Further  detailed  information  has  already  been  given  in  the 
monthly  reports  and  in  the  annual  abstracts. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  Macdosald. 


A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

SuperiTilendent  of  Education. 


Division-  No.  7.— CAPE   BRETON  AND  RICHMOND. 

M.  J.  T.  Mai-SKIL,   B.  a.,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  concemiiig  the 
schools  of  Division  No.  7,  for  the  term  ended  31st  July  test,  to 
supplement  the  information  already  foiwartled  by  the  statistics  in 
tabular  form  compiled  from  the  school  returns. 

Last  year  I  had  to  report  an  increase  in  the  number  of  vacant 
schools  in  one  of  the  counties — ^liichmond.  This  year,  while  the 
number  in  said  county  hat*  been  reduced  from  15  to  13,  there  has 
been  an  alarming  increase  in  the  county  of  Cape  iiruton, — -from  36 
to  48.  In  other  words,  3<i  fi  per  cent,  of  the  section  in  the  county 
remained  closed. 
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It  must  be  remarked,  however,  that  in  the  above  enumeration  are 
included  12  sections,  at  least,  which  are  altogether  disorganized,  and 
which  are  not  likely  to  resume  school  work  as  separate  sections 
unless  some  unexpected  changes  take  place  in  their  industrial  con- 
ditions. These  are — No.  8,  Lakevale  ;  26,  Mira  Road  ;  29i^,  Caribou 
Marsh  ;  82,  Morley's  Road  ;  49,  Long  Island ;  70,  North  Shore ;  93  J, 
Glengarry  West;  97^,  Rear  of  Macadam's  Lake:  122^.  Black 
Brook;  123,  Big  Brook;  124,  Eskasoni  Island;  and  128,  Baleine. 
All  these,  with  one  exception,  have  lain  idle  for  from  seven  to 
twenty  years.  The  exception  is  29 J,  Caribou  Marsh,  which,  though 
only  three  years  without  school,  has  allowed  its  school  house  to  be 
converted  into  a  dwelling,  and  all  manner  of  school  organization  to 
lapse.  The  remedy  for  this  section  will  probably  be,  eventually, 
annexation  to  the  city  of  Sydney  which  it  adjoins. 

Were  the  above  eliminated  from  the  list  of  sections,  there  would 
be  left  119,  the  total  number  accounted  for  in  the  tables  being  131, 
And  the  number  of  vacancies  would  be  reduced  to  36,  or  30.2  per 
cent. 

No  matter  which  of  these  sets  of  figures  is  taken,  they  are 
sufficiently  startling,  surely,  to  cause  serious  reflection  on  the  part 
of  the  people  whom  they  more  immediately  concern.  And  if  the 
people  cannot  be  aroused  to  a  realization  of  the  situation,  the 
Authorities  will  surely  be  justified  in  dealing  with  the  problem  with 
a  strong  hand.  It  is  all  in  the  hands  of  the  ratepayers,  as  matters 
stand  now.  The  only  reason  offered  by  the  trustees  of  sections  that 
may  be  considered  able  to  support  schools  is  that  they  failed 
to  secure  teachers,  which  means  that  they  have  been  unable  to 
engage  teachers  for  the  salaries  they  have  been  in  the  habit  of  pay- 
ing heretofore.  There  may  have  been  some  stringency  in  the  sup- 
ply of  teachers  the  last  two  or  three  years  on  account  of  the  facility 
of  obtaining  more  lucrative  employment,  but  the  fact  remains  that 
wherever  anything  like  adequate  salaries  were  offered,  and  steps 
taken  in  time,  the  teachers  were  forthcoming.  Trustees  and  rate- 
payers in  many  places  do  not  seem  to  have  as  yet  realized  the  fact 
that  teachers  are  the  poorest  paid  class  of  public  servants  in  the 
country,  and  that  they  can  better  their  financial  condition  by  taking 
up  almost  any  other  employment,  not  even  excepting  menial  ser- 
vice. This  state  of  things  should  not  be  allowed  to  continue  much 
longer,  and  some  means  by  which  the  wage  of  so  indispensable  a 
class  of  the  community  could  be  put  on  a  reasonable  and  proper 
basis  ought  to  be  within  the  range  of  possibility.  Our  institutes 
and  our  associations  are  serving  an  excellent  purpose  in  an  educa- 
tional waj',  but  they  will  not  have  accomplished  much  for  the  pro- 
fession (if  I  may  so  call  it)  until  they  have  grappled  seriously  with 
this  problem  and  forced  it  prominently  upon  the  attention  of  those 
who  can  and  eventually  will  have  to  apply  a  remedy. 
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There  are,  no  donbt,  some  of  the  sections  under  consideration  thai 
have  become  so  depopulated  as  to  make  the  burden  of  aupportioj; 
BchnoU  too  heavy  upon  the  few  ratepayers  reiuainiug  in  them.  So 
much  the  more  reason  for  devising  some  other  means  of  providing 
salaries. 

The  above  is  the  dark  side  of  the  picture,  and  dark  enough  it  is, 
in  all  conscience ;  but  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  it  has  a  bright 
one  too. 

While  the  number  of  vacant  Mcfi'oTifl  has  been  increased,  there  haa 
actually  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  schools  in  operation  over 
the  previous  year  fro»i  173  to  182  in  the  county  of  Cape  Breton, 
the  latter  increase  more  than  counterbalancing  the  former.  This  is 
accounted  tor  by  the  addition  of  1!)  departmunts  to  the  fchools  of 
the  follovring  towuH.  viz. : — Sydnpy  II.  from  24  to  35  ;  Glace  Bay 
4,  from  17  to  21:  Sydney  Mine  1,  from  14  to  1-5;  Reserve  and 
Lorway  3,  from  5  to  K 

The  reduced  number  of  vacant  section.')  already  referred  to  in 
Kichmond  county  raised  the  number  of  schools  in  operation  to  67 
as  compared  with  65  in  1902. 

The  teachers  employed  were  of  the  following  classes : — 


1 

..... 

FKMAI.E.              !i           TOTAI,. 

rOUSTY. 

A. 

»■ 

13!  u 
101  u 

A.  1   B.  1  C.   1.1).  1  M.       K.     Tot. 

Cape  Breton 

Richmond 

..1   8 

9 

fi 

2  j  21'  C0|  .56ii  441.39«I83 
.    1     3     91  iii  31    3(!     67 

The  increa.se  in  Normal  traincl  teacher's  is  grailual  and  steady, 
there  having  been  S4  pmploy<;d  in  (.'ape  Breton  county  as  compared 
with  7;i  the  previous  year,  and  27  in  Richmond  as  against  24. 

In  '"ape  Breton  county  there  whh  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
pU[iil«  re^iatrred  at  kcIiod!  (if  (i34-  ovit  tho  previous  year,— from 
(l.I-itJ  to  !t,793.  and  in  the  jivernge  daily  attt'mlance  from  4,867  to- 
■S;}42(),  or  175 *>.  The  grand  tital  days'  attendance  pinsed  the  mil- 
lion mark  by  38,SSs,  bcin;^  an  incrcJiae  over  1902  of  «(i.701. 


iir^illi-il  nt  scho'il  wan  slightly 
bcL'ri  OI1.1  in  iiA   a^  compar&d 


The  proportion  of  lh>;  p'ipul.itinn  i 
better  than  the  prcvionn  ytiiv,  liaviii; 
with  one  in  5.4. 

In  till-  county  of  Richmond,  with  an  increase  of  two  schools  over 
the  previ'iHi  jear,  the  nuuih-r  of  enrolled  pupils  was  so  nearly  the 
same  a^  not  to  affect  appreciably  the  projiortiuu  of  the  population 
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at  school — ona  in  1.8 — the  number  being  2,76o,  a  decrease  oE  17 
pupils.  The  average  daily  attendance  was  1,376.6,  a  small  fraction 
below  50  per  cent,  of  the  annual  enrolment. 

These  figures  go  to  show  that,  notwithstanding  the  large  Dumber 
of  sections  without  schools,  about  the  usual  attendance  throughout 
the  district  is  being  maintained. 

Doubtless  a  large  number  of  the  children  of  the  county  of  Cape 
Breton,  who  heretofore  attended  the  schools  of  sections  now  vacant, 
are  receiving  an  education  in  the  better  schools  of  one  or  other  of 
the  towns  whither  so  many  families  are  fiocking  from  the  rural 
district*).  In  the  meantime  this  does  not  brighten  the  educatiooal 
prospects  of  those  who  remain  behind. 

From  figures  given  above,  it  will  be  seen  how  rapidly  the  echoed 
system  of  Sydney  is  developing.  In  1899,  the  number  of  depart- 
ments was  12,  distributed  among  three  school  buildings,  two  of 
which,  containing  all  but  one  of  the  schools,  were  within  five  min- 
utes' walk  of  each  other ;  and  this  one — a  very  unpretentious  mis- 
cellaneous school — wa^  housed  in  an  equally  modest  building  in  the 
outskirts  of  the  town.  In  the  four  intervening  years,  the  number 
of  departments  has  all  but  trebled,  from  12  to  35  ;  and  eight  build- 
ings, of  varying  capacity  in  different  parts  of  the  city,  did  not 
suffice  last  year  to  accommodate  all  the  children,  so  that  the  current 
year  will  witness  a  further  addition  to  the  number. 

The  elaborate  new  stone  and  brick  structure  intended  for  the  Acad- 
emy was  handed  over  to  the  common  schools  of  the  old  or  central 
part  of  the  town,  and  is  now  known  as  the  "  Central  School,"  under 
the  principaiehip  of  Mr.  A.  W.  Woodill. 

One  of  the  wings  of  the  old  academy  building  was  detached  and 
removed,  and  the  main  building  entirely  renovated  and  remodeled 
to  receive  the  County  Academy  with  its  growing  library  and  its 
fairiy  well  equipped  laboratory.  In  the  basement  is  also  lodged, 
for  the  present,  the  Mechanic  Science  school. 

The  Sydney  school  system  is  becoming  too  unwieldy  for  the 
supervision  of  a  principal  who  is  expected  to  devote,  and  is  actually 
devoting,  nearly  his  entire  time  to  teaching  in  his  own  particular 
department  of  the  High  School.  If  systematic  grading  and  uni- 
formity of  teaching  and  school  discipline  are  to  be  secured  through- 
out the  system,  the  time  has  certainly  arrived  when  either  the 
irincipal  should  be  given  a  freer  hand  and  required  to  give  more  of 
lis  time  to  the  work  of  supervision,  or  a  supervisor  other  than  the 
principal  should  be  provided. 

The  Academy, under  Principal  Stewart  and  bis  able  assistant,  Mr. 
D.  S.  Mcintosh,  had  an  enrolment  last  vear  of  65  students,  divided 
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as  follows:  grade  IX,  30;  grade  X,  22;  grade  XI,  8;  and  grade 
XII,  5.  The  average  daily  attendance  made  was  51.5.  Be&ides 
the  foregoing,  26  young  ladies  were  pursuing  Bigh  School  studies 
at  the  Holy  Angel's  Convent  under  Sister  St.  Margaret,  23  in  grade 
IX,  and  3  in  X,  making  a  total  of  126  H.  S.  students  in  the  Sydney 
schools. 

The  next  high  school  in  point  of  attendance  is  that  of  North 
Sydney,  Principal  Creelman.  This  also  was  moved  into  a  separate 
building,  new  and  commodious,  and  provided  with  all  modern 
appliances  for  heating  and  sanitation.  The  number  of  students 
enrolled  was — in  grade  IX,  31 ;  grade  X,  17,  and  grade  XI,  9  ;  total, 
67. 

There  were  also  at  Mt.  St.  Joseph,  Sister  M.  Aquinas,  23  in  grade 
IX,  and  3  in  grade  X,  total,  26. 

The  central  departments,  six  in  number,  of  the  Sydney  Mines 
schools  were  also  transferred  to  the  beautiful  new  building  referred 
to  in  my  last  year  s  report.  For  elegant  class  roomis,  spacious  halls 
and  convenient  offices  and  anterooms,  this  school  house  probably 
compares  favorably  with  any  on  the  island,  if  not  in  the  province. 
It  already  has  an  elaborate  heating  and  ventilating  system,  and 
when  the  town  water  system  is  completed,  up-to-date  lavatori  es 
will  be  installed. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  report  the  establishment  of  four 
mechanic  science  schools  in  my  division,  one  each,  namely,  at 
Sydney,  Glace  Bay,  North  Sydney  and  Sydney  Mines.  The  various 
teachers  are  bright  and  capable  young  men  who  seem  enthusiastic 
in  their  work,  and  I  think  the  progress  already  made  along  this 
most  useful  line  of  education  is  very  satisfactory.  Their  ta6k  is 
rendered  comparatively  easy  by  the  fact  that  the  pupils,  generally, 
take  delight  in  their  work.  To  these,  it  is  a  recreation  as  well  as  a 
study.  Hence,  being  given  a  modicum  of  aptitude,  the  results 
obtained  will  soon  surpass,  by  comparison,  those  in  the  ordinary 
subjects. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  minimum  of  equipment  required 
places  this  branch  beyond  the  means  of  even  the  better  class  of 
rural  sections  Were  it  made  possible  for  a  limited  number  of 
such  sections  to  make  a  beginning  with  an  equipment  of  say  from  4 
to  6  benches,  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  a  wide-spread  demand 
for  manual  training  schools  would  soon  be  created.  The  average 
ratepayer  scarcely  ever  hears  of  manual  training  schools,  let  alone 
having  any  idea  of  their  educative  value  ;  hence  the  expense  of  an 
outfit  under  present  regulations  is  sure  to  frighten  him;  but  it 
strikes  me  that  in  many  sections  I  could  name,  where  almost  every 
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man  is  his  own  bailder,  the  sight  ofsuch  a  school  in  operation,  even 
on  a  small  scale,  would  be  enough  to  give  the  system  a  tremendous 
impetus. 

A  study  of  the  conditions  existing  in  Sydney  reveals  the  fact 
that  there  is  a  great  demand  for  technical  high  school  instruction. 
This  is  probably  owing,  in  part,  to  the  establishment  of  the 
mechanic  science  school  and  the  success  which  has  already  attended 
it.  The  school  board  has  been  asked  for  the  use  of  a  building  and 
an  equipment  for  an  evening  school,  and  a  movement  is  on  foot  to 
establish  one.  The  number  of  boys  from  13  to  17  years  of  age 
destined  to  become  the  "  seamen  of  industry "  is  very  large,  and 
there  is  a  very  strong  feeling  that  something  should  be  done  to 
Ifive  them  a  suitable  preparatory  training  and  thus  do  as  much  for 
them  as  the  regular  high  school  course  does  for  the  students 
•destined  for  the  learned  professions.  The  only  means  now  available 
of  obtaining  at  home  such  instruction  is  through  "  (.Correspondence 
Schools,''  and  difficult  and  unsatisfactory  as  this  is,  I  am  informed 
that  quite  a  number  are  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  it.  Hence  the 
great  demand  for  a  night  school  giving  instruction  in  mechanical 
drawing  and  the  other  subjects  of  a  technical  preparatory  course. 

There  are  two  excellent  libraries  in  Sydney— one  at  the  Academy 
containing  about  400  volumes  of  works  of  reference,  and  books 
that  are  largely  used  in  connection  with  the  course  of  study  ;  the 
other  at  Whitney  Pier  school.  Principal  MacKeigan,  with  about  the 
same  number  of  volumes  in  all  branches  of  standard  literature. 
Both  these  libraries  are  due  to  the  generosity  of  private  citizens 
And  to  the  praiseworthy  efforts  of  tecu^hers  and  students. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  District  Board  of  Cape  Breton  in 
June,  an  eifort  was  made  to  consolidate  three  of  the  frequently 
vacant  school  sections  of  Mira  mentioned  in  my  last  report  viz.: 
Albert  Bridge,  Union  and  Brickyard.  The  ratepayers  of  the  last 
named,  however,  were  practically  unanimous  in  opposition  to  the 
scheme,  and  the  Board  declined  to  use  compulsory  measures,  so 
that  only  the  two  first  were  united  under  the  name  of  "  Union  No. 
56."  A  school  house  will  be  erected  in  a  central  place,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  the  Brickyard  people  may  in  the  near  future  appreciate 
the  advantages  of  a  large  section  and  a  good  school  in  constant 
operation. 

An  effort  was  likewise  made  at  the  Richmond  District  Board  to 
unite  Point  Marache  and  Cape  Anguet  school  sections,  but  the 
attempt  miscarried  for  the  time  being. 

Reports  of  Arbor  Day  proceedings  were  received  from  seven 
schools,  and  of  Empire  Day  celebrations  from  twelve.  Among  the 
latter  were  a  few  very  excellent  programmes  which  were  said  to 
have  been  carried  out  with  much  enthusiasm,  and  were  claimed  to 
have  been  calculated  to  inspire  and  intensify  sentiments  of  loyalty 
4md  patriotism. 
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Id  addition  to  the  new  school  buildiu^  incideatally  mentioned 
in  foregoing  para^apha,  I  have  to  report  new  school  housra  at  The 
Points,  and  Sunnyside  in  the  county  of  Richmond,  besides  several 
others  enlarged,  tioinhed  or  more  or  less  extensively  repaired.  Two 
condemned  ones  will  he  replaced  by  excellent  buildings  during  the 
current  year.  At  (Meveland,  Basin  and  Wliiteside,  the  school  rooms 
were  found  newly  furnished  with  neat  patent  desks. 

Owing  to  the  special  work  imposed  upon  me  in  connection  with 
the  delimitation  of  section  boundaries,  it  was  found  impossible  to- 
inspect  all  the  schools,  but  I  was  able  to  keep  au  courant  of  the 
work  going  on  through  correspondence  with  teachers  and  others. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  J,  T.  MACNEIL. 
To  A.  U.  MacKay.  Esq.,  Ll.  U. 

Superintendent  of  Educatviv. 


Division  No.  K.— INVF^RNESS  AND    VICTORIA. 

Jons    MacKin.VOS,  In»pnior. 

SiH, — I  beg  to  .suliuiit  the  following  report  on  the  schools  of 
Division  No.  !^,  compri^fing  the  counties  of  Inverness  and  Victoria. 

Ther*'  were  118  .icliools  with  ISO  departments  in  operation  in 
InvrrnesN,  and  .52  schools  with  5(i  departments  in  Victoria  county. 

In  the  former,  20  si^ctions  were  vacant  during  the  year,  but  of 
these  some  five  or  six  hud  uo  pupils  or  so  fow  that  a  school  was  not 
con>iili.'red  necessiiry.  Four  or  live  sections  had  become  depopu- 
lated, and  the  remaining  ten  neglected  or  declined  to  make  sufficient 
proviNion  tu  support  schools. 

In  Victoria  county  1+  sections  were  vacant  during  the  year.  A 
nunil>tT  of  thine  hud  few  or  no  pupils,  and  others  have  been  ho- 
weakened  by  the  removal  of  Tiiany  lamilies  who  have  gone  into  the 
mining  and  industrial  centres  of  thu  island,  that  thoy  were  unable 
to  support  schools ;  the  larger  number  being  small  sections. 

The  following  statement  in  regard  to  the  teaching  staff  may  b* 
of  interest : 
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Ybak. 

A. 

3 

4 

B. 

16 
16 

C. 

48 
58 

D. 

119 
118 

Total. 
186 

196 

Trained 
Normal 
Scnool. 

Enrolment. 

Attendanc*. 

1903 

56 

6785       608503 

1902 

67 

7174 

701805 

The  decrease  in  enroImeDt  of  389,  and  of  agg;regato  days'  attend- 
ance of  93302,  though  large,  is  amply  accounted  for  by  the  unusual 
severity  of  the  weather  during  January  and  February,  when  the 
attendance  in  rural  schools  was  reduced  to  one-third — but  chiefly 
by  the  migration  of  scores  of  families  from  outlying  districts  into 
the  mining  towns,  Port  Hood,  Mabou,  and  Broad  Cove,  where  as 
yet,  notably  in  the  two  latter  mines,  no  adecjuate  school  accommoda- 
tions has  been  provided.  At  "Inverness  Mines"  alone,  (Broad 
Cove)  in  addition  to  the  one  hundred  pupils  crammed  into  two 
small  school  rooms,  fully  250  were  totally  unprovided  for  during 
the  year  under  review. 

The  trustees,  at  my  suggestion,  secured  the  pavssage  of  a  legisla- 
tive Act  to  enable  them  to  borrow  money  to  erect  the  needed  school 
buildings,  but  by  accident  or  design  they  limited  its  provisions  to 
the  extent  of  making  it  inoperative  until  amended  by  future  legis- 
lation. There  were  no  suitable  buildings  available  for  opening 
schools. 

The  Colliery  and  Railwaj''  Superintendent,  Mr.  Brass,  has  mani- 
fested the  deepest  anxiety  that  all  the  children  of  school  age  resident 
at  the  Mines  should  be  in  school ;  and  besides  using  his  good  offices 
with  his  directors  to  grant  a  free  site  for  a  central  and  commodious 
school  building  he  hopes  to  assist  the  trustees  in  their  present 
difficulty  by  providing  temporary  accommodations  for  at  least  a 
hundred  pupils  during  the  coming  year  in  one  or  more  of  the 
buildings  now  being  erected  for  his  miners,  pending  the  erection  of 
the  new  school  house.  Notwithstanding  this  help  I  feel  that  over 
a  hundred  children  will  be  out  of  school  for  several  months  of  the 
coming  year.  At  Mabuu  Coal  Mines  school  accommodation  is  also 
very  inadequate,  but  the  manager.  Colonel  Caun,  has  kindly  placed 
a  room  or  hall  at  the  disposal  of  the  irustees  until  a  scliool  building 
is  erected.  A  fifth  department  has  been  added  to  the  Port  Uood 
Academy  classes  enabling  the  trustees  to  make  a  better  classifica- 
tion and  adding  to  its  efficiency.  A  sixth  department  will  be 
needed  in  the  near  future. 

I  regret  not  to  be  able  to  report  progress  in  extending  or 
improving  the  academy  building  in  Baddeck.  Plans  wore  drawn 
which  appeared  satisfactory,  but  nothing  further  has  been  done.  I 
hone  the  work  will  be  proceeded  with  at  an  early  date. 
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The  absolute  necessity  that  exists  for  the  enlareemeat  of  weak 
sections  Ims  at  last  impressed  the  school  boards  of  this  division  so 
strongly  tliut  at  the  meeting  held  last  June  uniODS  and  consolida- 
tions of  several  sections  were  effected  by  .which  seven  weak  sections 
in  Victoria  county  were  absorbed  intu,  or  united  with  adjacent  ones, 
and  in  Inveme.ss  four  weak  sections  disappeared  from  the  list  by 
union  with  others. 

Six  school  houses  have  been  condemned  at  last  meetings  of  the 
boards.  Besides  these  quite  a  number  staud  on  my  list  as  deserv* 
ing  consideration,  but  pending  the  consolidation  or  union  of  quite  a 
number  of  sections  in  both  counties  in  the  immediate  future,  I  judge 
it  expedient  to  permit  these  buildings  in  the  meantime  to  be  ased, 
since  the  union  or  division  of  sections,  nearly  in  all  cases,  involves 
the  building  of  a  new  school  house  on  a  new  site,  a  chief  obstacle, 
indeed,  to  many  such  unions.  If  the  legislature  would  encourage 
the  joining  of  sections  by  makiag  a  small  grant  in  the  way  of  bonus 
for  every  new  school  house  erected  in  united  sections  it  would 
greatly  encourage  and  facilitate  the  work  of  effecting  such  a  general 
consolidation  of  local  sections. 

There  has  been  no  appreciable  increase  in  the  scale  of  salaries 
during  the  year. 

The  very  small  and  inadequate  sums  offered  by  trustees  keeps 
the  schools  largely  in  the  bunds  of  third-class  teachers,  there 
being  US  D  teochei's  employed  in  the  division  during  the  year — 
of  th<;se  many  were  new,  and  wholly  without  experience. 

Under  such  conditions  I  need  not  say  that  in  too  many  sections 
school  work  bus  been  unsatisfactory. 

The  majority  of  teacherH,  however,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say, 
where  equipment  and  gent'ral  conditions  were  fair,  have  done  very 
good  work,  and  all,  or  nearly  all,  have  striven  to  do  their  duty 
according  to  ability. 

At  the  county  academies  of  Port  Hood  and  Boddeck  very  good 
work  hati  been  done  during  the  year,  and  in  the  other  seven  graded 
schools  in  the  division  the  work  has  been  satisfactory,  but  in  vary- 
ing degree. 

I  regret  tlmt  Nature  Study  as  a  school  subject  receives  but  scant 
attention  in  many  schools,  notably  in  those  tanght  by  teachers  who 
have  not  attended  the  Normal  School — anil  as  one  consequence  of 
this,  few  phenological  ref*orts  were  returned  to  me  this  year. 

The  teachers  in  this  division  as  you  are  aware,  joined  with  those 
of  division  No.  7  in  holding  the  Teachers'  Institute  at  Sydney  last 
vear.     The  meeting  was  most  interestine.  and  instructive   ob  wbIL 
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As  a  formal  report  has  been,  or  will  be  miide  I  need  not  here  enter 
into  details.  I  think  auch  a  change  should  be  made  in  the  regula- 
tions as  would  permit  the  teachers  of  the  four  Cape  Breton  counties 
to  meet  aa  one  Institute  in  the  future. 

The  slight  iocrease  in  the  county  grant  through  the  added  five 
cents  is  appreciated  by  trustees  and  teachers,  and  in  my  opinion, 
and  that  of  many  others  who  have  given  the  question  const  deration, 
the  most  feasible,  the  speediest  and  most  effective  method  of  raising 
the  salaries  of  rural  teachers  is  to  make  a  substantial  increase  in 
the  municipal  school  rate.  If  thirty  cents  a  head  of  population 
was  a  reasonable  school  rate  thirty  yeara  ago,  fifty  or  sixty  cents 
cannot  be  regarded  as  unreasonable  today. 

Empire  Day  has  been  generally  observed,  and  in  many  sections 
in  a  praiseworthy  manner, 

School  gardens  are  things  in  the  future  with  us,  hut  preparations 
are  under  way  in  several  localities. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  MacKinnon. 

A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


Division  No.  9.— PICTOU  AND  SOUTH  COLCHESTER. 

E.  L.  Armstrong,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  beg  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  condition  of 
the  public  schools  of  Pictou  and  South  Cktlchester  for  the  year  ended 
July  3l3t,  1903. 

The  statistical  tables  have  already  been  forwarded  to  the  Educa- 
tion OfEce.  They  will,  perhapn,  indicate  more  correctly  the  true 
state  of  education  in  this  district  than  any  thoughts  which  I  may 
express. 

The  number  of  schools  in  operation  was  268  as  compared  with 
266  of  the  previous  year ;  and  the  number  of  these  schools  in  seasion. 
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The  number  of  teachers  employed  was  282,  as  against  287  for 
1902. 

Since  my  term  of  office  began,  there  has  been  a  steady  growth  in 
the  number  of  Normal  School  trained  teachem  in  this  inspectorial 
division.  In  1900  the  number  was  115  :  in  190;)  it  had  risen  to  137. 
This  increase,  though  rather  slow,  is  yet  gratifying,  as  it  indicates  an 
advance  in  the  general  work  of  the  common  Hchools. 

During  the  last  four  years  the  number  of  pupils  registered  has 
diminished  from  10,152"in  1900  to  9,72 (i  in  1903.  When  we  con- 
sider that  in  the  decade  from  1H91  to  1901,  there  was  a  decrease  in 
the  rural  population  of  this  district  of  about  3,000,  the  figures  above 
will  not  be  surprising. 

There  ia  an  alarming  decrease  in  the  number  of  male  teachers 
empluyed.  In  the  year  1900  the  number  was  fi4  for  the  whole  dis- 
trict; in  ISO!)  it  had  falh^n  to  38.  Only  one  male  teacher  in  the 
didtrict  of  Stuth  Colchester  outside  tlic  town  of  Truro,  wa« 
employe<].  From  present  indications,  the  employment  of  male 
teacher.s  in  rural  schools  will  noon  be  a  thing  of  the  past.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  the  low  salaries  oti'ereil  in  these  schools  is  the  cause 
of  the  decreiise  in  the  number  of  male  teachers  employed.  There 
are  so  many  avenues  open  to  our  youn^  men  in  mercantile  and  other 
pursuits,  that  theycimnot  be  templed  by  the  present  sal ariea offered, 
either  to  enter  the  profession  of  teaching,  or  to  remiun  in  it  for  any 
time  after  they  have  entered  it. 

More  than  half  of  the  teachers  employed  in  this  district  have  had 
leas  than  three  years'  experience,  and  3lj  of  them  had  never  taught 
before. 

After  a  vacancy  of  two  years  in  Poplar  Hill  section,  No.  7,  North 
Pictou,  a  new  school  house  was  completed,  and  »'Chool  was  held  for 
three-f|Uiirters  of  the  t^-rm.  The  building  is  a  well  constructed  one, 
the  interior  sheathed  and  painted   throughout,  and  provided  with 

patent  »eatH  and  desks. 

Ciimden  section.  No.  24,  South  Colchester,  whoso  school  house 
was  liestroyeii  by  rin;.  also  erectnl  a  new  building  on  a  new  site 
and  school  was  open  for  more  than  half  of  the  year. 

A  niiinber  (if  otluT  sootions  are  erecting,  or  preparing  to  erect 
ni-w  ,M;lKml  hnildiugn;  and  among  the  number  is  lOicky  Mountain, 
No.  i'i.  South  I'ictim,  which  at  last  ban  shaken  itself  free  from  the 
deiid-ii)ci(  which  1ms  existed  there  for  more  than  twelve  years,  and 
has  ln'gnu  in  e.niiest  to  .solve  the  question  of  .'ichool  education  for 
its  thirty  or  more  pupils. 

Uiverton  section,  No.  !>,  South  I'ictou,  has  been  ro-organized,  and 
school  opened  there  in  April  last  and  continued  till  the  end  of  the 
term. 
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The  qaestioD  of  coosolidAtion  of  school  sectioos  is  receiviofr  some 
.attention  in  several  localities  in  this  division, — not,  however,  in  its 
wider  application,  but  as  it  may  be  applied  to  the  anion  of  two 
adjacent  sectioos,  or  the  absorption  of  one  section  by  two  or  moro 
adjoining  sectiona  At  the  la.st  meeting  of  the  board  of  school  com- 
missioners for  South  Colchester,  a  recommendation  was  unanimously 
passed  strongly  advising  the  union  of  Upper  and  Lower  Pleasant 
Valley  sections — the  latter  being  a  poor  section.  Upper  Pleasant 
Valley  has  a  property  valuation  of  $8,845  ;  and  Lower,  a  valuation 
of  38,420.  By  uniting  and  building  a  central  scho  >!  house.ino  rate- 
payer in  the  united  section  would  be  more  than  two  miles  from 
school.  The  recommendation  of  the  board  was  considered  at  the 
last  annual  meeting  in  each  section ;  and  in  both  cases,  the  board's 
proposal  was  ananimouely  rejected, — the  meeting  in  the  poor  sec- 
tion recording  a  strong  resolution,  no  doubt  intended  as  a  gentle 
bint  to  the  board  to  be  more  guarded  in  its  recommendations  in 
future. 

During  the  year  a^  thorough  revision  of  the  boundaries  of  all 
school  sections  in  this  division  was  completed.  The  work  consumed 
a  large  part  of  the  last  half  year ;  and  on  this  account  the  inspec- 
tion of  schools  was  necessarily  uncompleted.  The  new  boundaries 
are  now  recorded  in  two  sets  of  three  books  each — one  set  being 
kept  in  the  ottice  of  the  Inspector,  and  the  other  deposited  in  the 
fire-proof  vault  in  the  office  of  the  County  Clerk  in  Pictou. 

The  salaries  of  teachers  for  last  year,  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year,  show  little  change.  The  statistics  indicate  a  slight 
improvement  in  the  salaries  paid  male  teachers  in  the  county  of 
Pictou.  This  improvement  in  the  case  of  A,  B  and  C  teachers  may 
be  accounted  for  from  the  fact  that  in  the  rural  sections  where  the 
smallest  salaries  are  usually  paid,  fewer  male  teachers  were  em- 
ployed; while  the  usual  number  was  retained  in  the  town  and 
village  schools.  The  returns  show  an  increase  in  the  salaritis  of  A 
and  B  teachers  employed  in  the  town  of  Truro  In  the  county  of 
Pictou  the  salaries  of  female  teachers  show  a  slight  decrease,  while 
in  South  Colchester  the  figures  remain  nearly  stationary.  The 
present  indications  give  good  reason  to  believe  that  salaries  have 
'■  touched  bottom,"  and  that  the  present  year  will  witness,  in  this 
district,  the  beginning  of  the  rising  tide.  With  the  hoped  for  rise 
thTe  must  also  come  a  better  class  of  teachers,  and  greater 
efficiency  in  school  work. 

On  the  evening  of  April  7th,  the  new  Colchester  Academy  in  the 
town  of  Truro  was  formally  opened.  The  meeting  wa'^  held  in  the 
large  and  beautiful  Convocation  llall  of  the  building,  the  Mayor  of 
Truro  occupying  the  chair.  Onthe  platform  were  seated  William 
Cummings,  Esq.,  who  was  chairman  of  the  building  committee 
Principal  Campbell,  Dr.  MacKay,  Superintendent  of  Education,  Pres- 
ident Forrest  of  Dalhousie,   President  Trotter  of  Acadia,  Principal 
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Soloan,  T.  B.  Eidner,  the  Inspector  of  Schools  for  the  district,  and 
others.  Addresses  were  delivered  by  the  abore  named,  all  of  whom 
expressed  their  pleasure  at  being  present,  and  congratulated  the 
town  of  Truro  on  the  completion  and  formal  opening  of  such  an 
excellent  building  devoted  entirely  to  high  school  work.  The 
building  is  constructed  of  brick  and  stone ;  and  while  not  claiming 
outward  grandeur  or  magnificence,  has  nevertheless,  the  appearance 
of  solidity  and  strength.  The  interior,  however,  is  really  b^iutiful 
in  design  and  finish,  with  capacious  halls,  and  class  rooms  fitted 
with  the  latest  and  most  approved  school  room  furniture,  and  in 
every  respect  up-to-date  in  all  its  appointments. . 

The  meeting  above  mentioned  was  also  the  opening  of  the 
Institute  of  the  Division,  which  on  the  invitation  of  the 
School  Board  cf  Truro  was  convened  in  annual  session  in  the  new 
Academy  building  during  the  two  succeeding  day&  The  weather 
during  the  session  was  not  pleasant,  rain  falling  almost  continuously 
for  the  three  days ;  yet  a  very  large  body  of  teachers — about  180 — 
met,  and  discussed  important  questions  in  reference  to  the  work  of 
education. 

Regular  and  systematic  instruction  in  Manual  Training  was  pro- 
vided for  the  male  pupils  of  the  public  schools  in  Truro,  Pictou  and 
New  Glasgow,  under  the  direction  of  Messrs.  Matthews,  Bruce  and 
Hewitt  respectively ;  while  in  the  same  towns,  with  the  addition  of 
Stellarton,  the  girls  received  instruction  in  Domestic  Science  under 
Misses  McCall,  McEean  And  Creel  man. 

The  general  character  of  the  work  done  in  our  common  schools 
is  on  the  whole  encouraging,  and  there  is  manifest  improvement. 
Nevertheless  much  of  the  teaching'seems  to  lack  system,  and  care- 
ful preparation ;  and  as  a  result,  the  work  is  too  mechanical.  In 
such  cases  the  pupils  come  to  look  on  all  school  work  as  so  much 
drudgery  to  be  performed  each  day, — hence  it  often  happens  that, 
in  such  circumstances,  they  loose  all  interest  in  school  work,  and 
sooner  or  later  drop  out  of  school  altogether.  In  this  way  many 
bright  boys  and  girls  are  lost  to  the  educational  world  who  might 
otherwise  have  come  to  fill  positions  of  usefulness  and  eminenca 

Nature  study  under  the  wide  awake  and  skillful  teacher  can  be 
made  to  give  excellent  results ;  and  great  benefit  has  been  derived 
from  its  introduction  into  schools,  where  discouragement  and 
discontent  formerly  held  sway.  At  present,  few  teachers,  except 
those  who  have  had  normal  school  training,  attempt  to  give  lessons 
on  nature  to  their  schools.  Those  who  do  attempt  the  work  almost 
invariably  choose  Botany ;  as  chat  seems  to  be  about  the  only 
nature  work  they  have  themselves  grasped  to  any  extent  in  their 
high  school  courses.  Nature  study  demands  personal  investigation; 
and  any  teacher  who  is  willing  to  give  a  small  portion  of  her  time 
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to  ezaminaticm  and  ivsearcb,  will  find  on  all  eides  abaodaot 
material  which;  wisely  ased.  may  intereet  and  iuBtmct  even  the  , 
most  liatieas  pa|nl[i  in  the  school. 

Throagh  the  generowty  of  Sir  William  C.  MacDonald,  and  to  the 
elSirtB  ot  Prof.  Robertson,  a  number  of  achod  eardens  are  being: 
established  in  some  smaller  centres  in  the  vicinity  of  Traro — at- 
Bible  Hill,  Brookfield.  Old  Barns,  and  Belmont  The  school  garden, 
is  situated  on  the  scbool  ground,  or  in  close  proximity  to  it ;  and! 
regular  iuBtruetion  in  nature  work  in  relation  to  agriculture  and-. 
horticulttire  is  given  in  each  school  during  one  day  m  every  week. 
Hot  only  are  the  pupils  of  the  central  school  given  free  instructiOD, 
but   those  of   the   surrounding   sections   likewise ;   and  thus  every 

Snpil  in  these  sections  has  the  opportunity  of  attending  classes  in 
latnre  Study  once  every  week.  The  work  is  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Percy  Shaw.  B.  A.,  a  gentleman  whose  special  training  has  beeo 
received  with  a  view  to  the  particular  work  in  which  he  is  now 
engaged. 

There  are  other  subjects  which  might  be  discussed,  but  this  report 
is  sufficiently  extended  already.  Thanking  you  and  your  staff  for 
the  valued  assistance  and  kindnestt  extendi  during  the  year, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.   L  ARMSTRONG. 
To  A.  H.  UacKat,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


Division  Xo.  10.— CUMBERLAND  AND  COLCHESTER. 

Inglis  C.  Craig,  M.  A„  Inspector, 

Sir. — An  examination  of  the  statistics  accompanying  this  report 
will  show  to  you  material  and  educational  growth.  There  has  been 
an  increase  in  the  registration  of  pupils ;  much  activity  has  been 
shown  in  the  erection  of  better  school  buildings ;  greater  attention 
has  been  given  to  providing  equipment ;  and  the  profeasional  stand- 
ing of  teachers  is  much  ennanced. 

Up  to  the  opening  of  the  current  school  year  the  supply  of 
teachers  has  been  in  excess  of  the  demand  ;  indeed,  so  much  so  t)int 
had  the  supply  been  a  little  more  restricted  the  remuneration  to 
them  would  have  been  better.  During  the  last  summer  excessive 
drafts  have  been  mode  on  the  Division's  supply,  forty 
teachers   residents   of    the    two    counties   included,   iiaving  gone 
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to  the  Canadian  West,  tempted  thither  by  the  more  lucrative  posi- 
tions offered.  This  draft  nas  been  perceptibly  felt,  but  I  antici- 
pate no  dearth.  As  soon  as  sections  are  willing  to  adjust  their 
financial  budgets  to  the  improved  financial  conditions  in  which  the 
times  have  placed  them,  teachers  will  be  forthcoming.  It  is 
already  apparent  that  trustees  are  beginning  to  realize  that  more 
liberal  provision  must  be  made  if  teachers  are  to  be  procured. 
Special  meetings  in  fifty  sections  were  called  to  supplement  the 
amount  granted  at  annual  meeting.  Annual  engagements  of  teachers 
instead  of  the  semi-annual  as  in  force  prior  to  I89«3  have  operated 
in  the  interests  of  education  generally,  but  for  some  inexplicable 
reason  it  lowered  the  stipends  of  teachers.  A  salary  of  seventy-five 
dollars  for  a  six  months'  term  has  given  place  to  a  salary  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  dollars  for  a  yearly  engagement  The  only 
reason  that  can  be  offered  for  this  advantage  gained  by  the  county 
at  the  expense  of  the  teacher  is  that  the  sophistry  of  the  ordinary 
board  of  trustees  has  hitherto  been  too  much  for  the  young 
teacher. 

During  the  last  quarter  of  the  school  year  a  few  weeks  were 
spent,  at  your  request,  in  collecting  and  arranging  for  more  intelli- 
gent and  speedy  perusal  the  bounds  of  the  two  hundred  and  seven- 
teen sections  in  this  inspecterial  division.  This'required  much  patient 
and  painstaking  work.  The  records  in  some  instances,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  Parrsboro  district,  went  back  as  far  as  1847.  Around 
the  neuclei  then  established  as  convenient  points  for  the  maintain- 
ance  of  schools  did  the  commission  in  1864  set  the  bounds  of  many 
sections  as  found  today.  These  bounds  have  in  many  instances 
been  fluctuating  as  it  suited  the  whim  of  some  persons  residing 
near  the  boundary  line  of  adjacent  sections.  I'he  work  of  compila- 
tion was  much  more  difficult  in  the  case  of  Cumberland  proper  than 
in  the  districts  of  Parrsboro,  Sterling  and  West  Colchester.  In  the 
case  of  the  former  there  were  no  lateral  bounds  in  any  instance 
and  in  a  few  nothing  more  than  a  name  and  corporation  number. 
The  work  of  compilation  has  not  been  done  any  too  soon.  Had  a 
fire  reached  these  minutes  unprotected  as  they  were  the  whole 
inspectorial  division  would  have  heen  in  confusion  as  there  was  no 
other  authoritative  record  to  decide  upon  sectional  lines.  Now* as 
these  minutes  have  all  been  copied  in  duplicate  and  the  duplicate 
copies  placed  with  the  registrars  of  deeds  for  Colchester,  Cumber- 
land and  Parrsboro  all  fear  of  this  destruction  by  tire  is  past 

Wallace  Bay,  No.  10  and  Birch  Ridge  No.  105,  in  the  district  of 
Cumberland  ;  Moore's  Mills,  No  15.  in  the  district  of  Sterling  and 
East  Mines,  No.  24,  in  the  district  of  West  Colchester  lost  their 
autonomy  as  sections  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  respective  boards  of 
commissioners  named  above.  No  intelligent  reason  could  be  given 
for  their  existence  longer.  They  could  not  or  would  not  support  a 
school  themselves;  they  stood  as  a  barrier  to  the  education  of  a 
few  cailcreu  who  were  so   unfortunate   as  to  be  residents  therein. 
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forcing  them  to  become  (he  objects  of  charity  in  a  neigl 
aecUoQ  which  ooald  refaae  them  all  admittance  when  so  msposed, 

Without  fear  of  repeating  myself  let  me  call  yuur  attentioD 
agtun  to  the  Compulsory  Attendance  Act — an  Act  good  enough  aa 
far  as  it  goee  hut  defective  in  the  direction  oF  execution.  Outside 
of  the  incorporated  towns  not  in  one  case  has  the  Aot  ever  been 
put  into  force,  and  as  far  as  known  this  is  the  cose  in  the  rest  of 
the  province.  Five  hundred  and  twenty-two  pupils  between  the 
ages  of  five  and  fifteen  were  reported  by  the  trosteee  of  this  division 
as  not  in  attendance  st  school  any  time  during  the  year.  This 
namber  it  is  presumed  embraces  the  eighty-five  incorrigibles  and 
thirteen  criminale  reported  herewith.  Without  any  restraint^ 
parental  or  civil,  these  children  are  leading  irregular  lives. 
The  non-eaforcement  of  the  law  is  respouBible  for  a  large  percent- 
age of  these.  Trustees  will  not  assume  the  responsibility  of  prose- 
cutioD  even  after  the  ratepayers  have  indicated  their  wishes  for 
its  enforcement.  At  the  beginning  of  the  school  year  make  it 
obligatory  on  the  part  of  trustees  to  register  every  pupil  in  the 
section  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fifteen ;  at  the  close  of  the 
school  year  make  it  their  daty  to  report  to  a  stipendiary  magistrate- 
who  is  invested  with  power  to  deal  with  the  cases  summarily,  all 
who  have  not  attended  the  minimum  number  of  days  reqaireu  by- 
law. 

Just  now  in  the  township  of  Londonderry  an  unusual  interest  is- 
manifested  in  schools.  At  Acadia  Mines  much  concern  is  evidenced 
by  (be  trustees  and  the  management  of  the  iron  industry  there  in 
the  accommodation  of  children  who  have  come  in  with  a  rush  stnce- 
tfae  revival  of  the  works.  The  school  population  is  now  as  large  as 
any  time  in  its  former  history.  You  may  expect  to  see  erected 
here  very  soon  a  building  capable  of  holding  four  hundred  scholars. 

At  Qreat  Village  four  milee  below  (be  Mines  a  contract  has  been 
given  For  the  erection  of  a  new  school  house  which  will  cost  in  the 
vicinity  of  $4000.  Here  through  the  favor  of  Professor  J,  W. 
Robertson  of  Ottawa,  and  the  indefatigable  zeal  of  J.  L.  Peppard, 
M.  D.,  chairman  of  the  district  board,  is  located  one  of  the 
school  gardens — the  gift  of  Sir  William  Macdonald.  The  school 
grounds  and  j^arden  will  include  an  area  of  two  acres.  Mr.  Percy 
Shaw,  B.  A.,  will  have  general  charge  of  the  garden — one  of  a  set 
of  five.  His  experiment  will  be  watched  with  more  than  interest, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  his  work  will  have  a  most  beneficent  influence. 
It  will  be  my  pleasure  to  cooperate  with  him  in  any  way  to  bring 
to  a  successful  issue  this  praiseworthy  enterprise. 

Waugh's  River  inNorth  Colchester  and  Pugwash  Junction  section 
in  CumDerland  deserve  more  than  a  passing  notice  on  account  of' 
the  faithfulness  with  which  they  carried  out  the  plans  and  specifica- 
tions  for  "  Rural  School  Houses  Nos.  1  and  2,"  of  the  School  Manual 
of  1901,  in  the  erection  ot  school  buildings  in  these  places.     It  is 
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hoase  has  been  erected  daring  the  year  could  not  be  classed  as  the 
•above.  There  was  a  spirit  abipad  in  the  section  that  was  a  law 
unto  itself,  disregarding  almost  every  regulation  of  the  Council,  and 
those  who  should  have  given  their  approval  of  plans  and  site 
before  the  structure  of  the  house  was  begun.  In  the  first  instance 
the  sections  built  for  the  future ;  in  the  second  case  for  the  present 
only. 

It  appears  foreign  to  a  report  of  this  kind  to  discuss  the  various 
methods  employed  by  teachers  in  the  presentation  of  the  different 
subjects  of  the  course  of  study.  They  are  too  manifold.  In  the 
presentation  of  an  idea  and  the  fixing  of  an  idea  in  a  pupil's  mind  I 
have  carefully  noted  that  about  one-third  of  the  teachers  fully 
succeed,  another  third  succeed  in  part  and  the  other  third  fail 
altogether.  It  is  just  here  in  the  second  and  third  classes  that 
supervision  pays.  But  how  imperfect  must  be  the  supervision  in 
a  division  having  the  names  of  three  hundred  teachers  on  its  pay 
roll  during  the  school  year  !  No  competent  man  can  do  the  clerical 
work  in  less  than  four  months.  If  one  were  disposed  to  be  absol- 
utely passive,  leaving  trustees  and  teachers  alone  until  reforms  were 
suggested  to  themselves,  this  element  could  be  eliminated  from  an 
inspector's  office ;  but  if  on  the  other  hand  an  official  carries  out 
progressive  ideals  he  must  incur  a  vast  amount  of  correspondence 
on  every  possible  legal  question  with  regard  to  taxation,  school 
boundaries,  school  law,  and  the  rights,  duties  and  liabilities  of  every 
school  officer  in  the  district.  This  criticism  is  made  in  no  spirit  of 
personal  complaint.  It  is  merely  to  call  attention  to  a  defect  in 
supervision  which  if  intelligently  performed  must  be  closer,  so 
that  the  most  profitable  results  may  accrue  to  the  cause  which 
the  office  represents. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your   obedient   servant, 

INGLIS  C.  CRAIG. 

To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  I  l.  D., 

Superinten  lent  of  Education. 
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IIEFOEI'  OF  THE  BOISD  OF  SGIOOL  GOmSSIOIIEBS 


FOB  THB 


YEAR    ENDED         ...        July  31st,  1903. 


(I) 

CHAIRMAN^S    REPORT. 


Halifax,  November  30th,  1908. 

To  A.  H.  Mackay,  Esq.,  B.  A.,  B.  Sc,  Ll.  D.,  F.  R  S.  C, 

Superintendent  of  Education,  Province  of  Nova  Scotia.    , 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  trannmit  for  the  iaformation  of  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction  the  38th  Annual  Report  of  the  Board 
of  School  Commissioners  for  the  City  of  Halifax,  together  with  the 
report  of  the  Supervisor  of  Schools,  and  the  Secretary's  financial 
statement  of  April  30th,  1903. 

On  entering  upon  my  duties  as  Chairman  of  the  School  Board 
last  November,  I  took  occasion,  by  way  of  an  address,  to  offer 
suggestions  which  I  thought,  if  acted  upon,  would  make  for  the 
advancement  of  education  in  Halifax.  In  other  words,  a  pro- 
gramme of  subjects  to  be  considered  by  the  Board  during  the  year 
was  outlined. 

These  suggestions  were  contained  in  the  following  address : — 

"  Gentlemen, — It  has  been  the  custom  in  the  past  for  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Board,  at  the  expiration  of  his  year  of  office,  to  deliver 
an  address  offering  suggestions  which  he  thought  would,  if  adopted, 
make  for  the  welfare  of  the  pupils,  and  the  advancement  and 
betterment  of  the  schools.  With  your  permission,  I  propose  to 
depart  from  that  course  and,  at  the  beginnin^r  of  my  term,  to  offer  a 
few  suggestions  which  I  believe  to  be  in  the  interest  of  the  school 
system.  This  departure  is  made  in  order  that,  if  you  should 
deem  the  ideas  thrown  out  worthy  of  consideration,  I  may  be  per- 
mitted  to  meet  with  you  and  point  out  the  advantages  which  I 
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"  HaviD£^  accepted  the  office  you  have  ananimously  elected  me  to 
it  becomes  my  first  duty  to  return  thanks  for  the  honor  I  feel  yoa 
have  done  me.  I  very  much  appreciate  your  kindly  feeling  toward 
me,  and  only  hope  that  it  may  endure  to  the  end.  I  recognize  ta 
the  full  the  responsibility  of  the  office,  also  my  inability,  without 
your  assistance,  to  fill  it  in  anything  like  a  satisfactory  manner ;. 
therefore,  I  must  look  for  your  consideration,  counsel  and  support 
Having  that,  I  will  use  my  most  faithful  endeavor  to  discharge 
fairly  and  impartially  the  duties  devolving  upon  me  as  your 
chairman. 

"  Now,igentlemen,  my  remarks  on  the  school  system  must  properly 
be  divided  into  two  branches — the  educational  and  the  financial — 
the  educational  requirements  of  the  day  and  the  most  economical 
way  of  providing  for  them  without  impairing  the  efficiency  of  the^ 
schools. 

Course  of  Study. 

"In  the  educational  branch,  the  course  of  study  is  peihaps  the 
most  important  subject  one  can  deal  with,  and  at  the  same  time  it 
is  at  this  subject  that  the  greater  portion  of  the  criticism  of  our 
public  school  system  is  directed. 

"  It  mav  be  asked,  is  not  the  school  curriculum  entirely  under  the 
control  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  and  if  so  what  have 
we  to  do  with  it  ?  Only  to  represent  so  far  as  in  us  lies  the  wishes 
of  our  fellow-citizens ;  and  I  am  sure  that  any  repre8entation  thia> 
Board  may  make  will  receive  from  the  Council  that  consideration 
which  it  merits.  Surely  the  only  work  for  our  schools  is  to  make 
useful  citizens  out  of  the  children  committed  to  our  care.  This  is 
the  only  excuse  for  their  existence  and  public  support,  and  it  is  our 
duty  both  to  seek  the  matter  to  be  taught,  and  that  method  of 
teaching  it  that  will  bring  about  the  desired  result — this  accom- 
plished, to  lay  the  results  of  our  inquiries  before  the  proper 
authorities. 

"  To  discuss  the  whole  course  of  study  in  the  brief  compass  of  an 
address  of  this  nature  would  be  impossible,  and  therefore  I  propoee- 
to  confine  myself  to  directing  your  attention  to  the  question — Can 
our  County  Academy  course  be  made  of  greater  benefit  to  tho^  of 
our  pupils  who  intend  entering  upon  business  careers  ? 

*'  Unquestionably  a  great  step  in  advance  was  taken  when  a  few 
years  ago  we  adopted  in  our  County  Academies  the  so-called 
elective  course  of  studies.  Ih'if^  does  not  mean,  as  it  implies,  thai 
pupils  can  study  what  they  please.  The  idea  of  the  scheme  is,  in 
short,  to  suit  studies  to  the  tastes  and  talents  of  the  pupils,  and  the 
combined  wisdom  of  teacher,  parent  and  pupil  is  supposed  to  be 
exercised  in  ascertaining  what  these  tastes  and  talents  are. 
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''  Another  step  in  advance  waa  made  when  inatraction  in  Manaal 
Training  and  Domestic  Science  waa  provided. 

CouHERCUL  Course. 

"As  OUT  coarse  Htands  to-day,  those  who  intend  parsuinf;  profea:  ' 
sional  or  iaduBtrial  callings  are  well  provided  for,  and  it  seema  to- 
me to  be  highly  desirable  that  those  of  our  students  who  intend 
entering  commercial    life    should  likewise    have  an   opportunity 
of  studying  those  branches  peculiarly  adapted  to  such  a  career. 

"  Surely  we  are  not  afraid  of  becoming  a  "  Nation  of  Shop- 
keepers." A  prominent  Educationalist  in  the  United  Stales 
writing,  says :  "  If  one  doubts  or  is  unappreciative  of  the  value  of 
such  a  course  it  is  sufficient  to  remember  what  such  schools  have 
done  for  Germany.  A  few  decades  ago  Germany  established  its 
Scieoti&o  and  Industrial  Schools,  and  to-day  '  Made  in  Germany  '  is 
the  stamp  of  a  multitude  of  products  that  are  found  in  the  stores- 
of  the  civilized  world.  More  recently  she  began  to  establish 
Schools  of  Commerce  to  prepare  her  young  men  to  carry  her  pro- 
ducts to  foreign  markets,  and  during  the  last  few  years  Germany 
has  secured  an  entrance  into  the  markets  of  every  country,  and  bids- 
fair  to  rival  Emgland,  which  so  long  baa  pre-empted  the  trade  of 
nations.'' 

"  I  feel  that  the  establishment  of  a  commercial  course  would  meet- 
a  pressing  want  in  our  community  and  command  a  liberal  patron- 
age. It  has  been  established  with  most  gratifv'ng  results  in  many 
cities,  teaching  as  it  does  something  of  immediate  use — a  very 
popular  demand  of  the  times  and  people  of  t  j-day.  The  subjects 
necessary  to  such  a  course  would  seem  to  be  :  Commercial  Law, 
Commercial  Geography,  Commercial  Arithmetic,  Book-keeping,. 
Short-hand  and  Typewriting,  Therefore,  I  wnuld  ask  you  to  take 
into  favorable  consideration  the  feasibility  of  making  two  courses 
of  study  of  equal  grade,  one  to  be  th«  present  course,  with  some 
modifications,  the  other  to  be  a  course  which  will  thoroughly  pre- 
pare its  graduates  in  commercial  and  business  methods, 

Readinq  and  Writing. 

"  Reading. — I  would  like  to  direct  your  attention  to  the 
series  of  readers  in  use  in  our  schools,  and  to  ask  you  to  con- 
sider whether  or  not  it  is  desirable  that  a  change  should  be  m  tde  to 
a  modern  series  of  books.  Those  now  in  use  were  prescribed  about 
1876. 

"  Vertical  Writing. — I  would  also  ask  you  to  consider  whether 
the  natural  slant  system  of  writing  is  not  preferable  to  the  vertica. 
system  of  writing  which  is  taueht  in  our  schools  at  the  present  time 
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Alcohol  and  Tobacco, 


**  As  stated  in  the  retiring  address  of  the  late  Chairman,  an  effort 
was  made  last  year  to  stop  cigarette  smoking  on  the  part  of  minora 
by  having  copies  of  the  Act  printed  and  circulated  among  the 
dealers.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  should  go  further  than  this  and 
instruct  the  teachers  to  improve  more  fully  every  fitting  oppor- 
tunity which  offers  to  point  out  to  and  impress  upon  the  children 
the  bad  effects  following  the  use  of  alcohol  and  narcotics.  With  us 
as  in  many  other  cities  a  certain  portion  of  time  is  set  apart  by  the 
school  time-table  for  this  purpose  and  the  results  ought  soon  to  be 
apparent 

Compulsory  School  Attendance. 

"  Halifax  has  a  very  satisfactory  compulsory  law  and  an  excellent 
truant  officer,  and  it  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  specially  mention 
him  for  diligent  attention  to  his  official  duties  and  the  excellence  of 
his  work  of  investigation.  But  notwithstanding  the  satisfactory 
state  of  our  law  and  the  faithful  work  of  our  officer  the  a>verage 
attendance  is  only  about  67%  of  those  enrolled  on  our  school 
registers  and  there  are  many  children  who  never  attend  school  at 
all — who  are  never  enrolled.  This  is  a  state  of  affairs  that  exists 
not  only  in  Halifax,  but  it  is  a  problem  that  is  engaging  the 
attention  of  school  boards  everywhere ;  and  seeing  that  teachers 
ajhd  equipments  and  supervision  and  buildings  are  furnished  free 
to  all  children  for  ten  months  annually,  it  is  an  incalculable  waste. 
Leaving  out  of  consideration  the  truant  and  the  wayward,  it  remains 
true  that,  through  the  indifference  of  children  or,  worse  still,  of 
parents,  a  very  large  percentage  of  children  of  compulsory  school 
age  receive  the  services  of  the  schools  for  but  little  more  than  half 
the  time  the  schools  are  kept  open.  If  teachers  are  in  any  way 
responsible  for  this  neglect  then  the  teachers  must  be  improved.  If 
it  is  because  of  indifference  of  parents  this  should  be  reached. 
Teachers  and  school  houses  are  abundantly  supplied.  In  some  way 
more  of  the  children  must  be  brought  for  a  longer  time  under  the 
best  school  influence  that  can  bd  offered. 

"  It  seems  to  me  that  one  cause  of  truancy  is  that  the  teaching  of 
the  schools  does  not  appeal  to  and  interest  the  children.  Truants 
must  be  made  to  feel  and  act.  There  should  be  less  bookishness 
and  more  of  learning  by  application.  They  must  be  reached  through' 
their  physical  activities  and  for  them  manual  training  is  of  first 
importance.  They  must  be  led  to  appreciate  intellectual  training 
by  learning  its  value  and  necessity  from  occupations  in  the  work- 
shop, etc. 

'  So  far  as  the  work  of  the  school  is  concerned  the  occaBiooal 
absentees  are  worse  than  the  habitual  truants.  In  the  case  of  thtf 
truant  he  is  the  worst  sufferer  from  his  own  neglect,  while  in  thA 
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ease  of  the  absentee  the  work  of  the  whole  school  is  seriously 
interfered  with. 

"To  this  problem  I  would  ask  yon  to  give  yonr  earnest  considera- 
tion. 

Grading. 


"  At  the  present  time  the  grading  in  schools  is  required  to  be 
'Carried  out  in  September.  It  has  been  our  experience  that  a  large 
influx  of  pupils  in  the  primary  grades  takes  place  in  the  spring  and 
in  order  to  accommodate  them  and  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the 
•established  order  of  work  in  the  schools  supplementary  departments 
are  opened.  Where  in  the  second,  third  and  fourth  grades  there 
are  a  small  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  it  would  seem  to  me 
that  pupils  might  be  graded  up  from  the  primary  departments  in 
the  spring  instead  of  waiting  until  September,  without  interfering  to 
any  very  ^reat  extent  with  the  work  of  these  departments.  If  this 
course  could  be  followed  it  would  to  a  large  extent  do  away  with  the 
necessity  of  opening  supplementary  departments,  as  room  would  be 
made  in  the  primary  grades  for  the  new-comers  by  the  grading  of 
pupils  of  any  such  primary  departments  fit  to  be  transferred  to 
higher  grades. 

Schoolroom  Libraries. 

''The  important  matter  of  providing  libraries  as  a  means  of  fur- 
nishing supplementary  reading  for  pupils  has  been  almost  wholly 
lost  sight  of  in  our  schools.  The  desirability  of  providing  such 
reading  is  one  thing,  I  find  on  a  perusal  of  school  reports,  that 
all  educational  authorities  agree  upon.  It  is  very  seldom  we 
find  them  agreeing ;  but  on  this  subject  they  seem  to  find  common 
ground. 

"  To  one  who  knows  how  to  use  books  a  well  selected  library  is 
one  of  the  most  valuable  means  of  education  and  the  training  of 
-children  in  the  choice  and  use  of  books  is  therefore  an  impor^nt 
subject.  It  is  found  that  this  training  can  best  be  given  by  having 
a  collection  of  sav  fifty  books  in  a  room,  chosen  with  reference 
to  the  as:e  and  ability  of  the  pupils  in  that  room,  and  by  this  means 
a  taste  for  good  literature  is  formed.  The  books  are  the  permanent 
property  of  the  room  and  the  pupil  thus  becomes  acquainted  with 
them  and  feels  a  personal  pride  of  ownership  and  he  learns  to  love 
and  respect  them.  As  the  children  go  from  grade  to  grade  they  are 
«ach  year  brought  in  contact  with  another  set  of  books  new  to 
them.  By  this  means  a  love  for  good  literature  is  acquired  and 
^e  need  hdve  no  fear  that  their  education  will  stop  when  they 
.leave  school. 

"  Then  the  public  library  should  always  be  thought  of  as  part  of 
^he  public  school  system,  and  the  teacher  should  have  the  privilege 
•of  sendim?  to  the   librarv  for  a  list  of    books  that  will    sunnlenvp^tvi. 
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"  Then  again,  children  learn  to  read  only  hy  reading  an  abandanoe- 
of  interesting  matter,  and  no  amount  of  effort  on  the  part  of  either 
teacher  or  pupil  can  compensate  for  lack  of  opportunity  to  develop 
reading  power  by  practice.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  many  hun- 
dreds of  our  children  have  absolutely  no  reading  at  home  and  will 
be  unable  to  remain  in  school  longer  than  the  law  requires,  it  seems 
to  me  that  this  is  a  matter  well  deserving  of  consideration. 

"  How  are  these  books  to  be  provided  ?  Largely  by  contributions 
from  citizens ;  and  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  our  indefatig- 
able Supervisor  has  already  several  promises  of  contributiona 

Schoolroom  Decoration. 

"  One  is  struck  on  going  into  many  of  the  schools  in  our  city  by 
the  total  absence  of  any  attempt  at  school  decoration — which  is 
very  regrettable.  If  it  be  true  that  '  we  grow  to  be  like  the  thin^ 
we  much  behold,"  the  schoolroom  should  be  made  as  attractive  as 
possible.  Many  of  our  children  come  from  homes  whose  walls  are 
bare  and  unattractive,  and  for  these  the  schools  should  do  what  the 
boroes  cannot  or  do  not  do — cultivate  a  taste  for  the  beautiful  in 
art.  I  do  not  mean  that  the  rooms  should  be  expensively  furnished ; 
but  that  they  should  be  made  as  attractive  as  possible  by  clean,, 
nicely  decorated  walls,  by  simple  ornaments,  and  such  plants  and 
flowers  as  can  be  grown.  It  is  gratifying  to  notice  how  much  is 
done  in  this  way  in  some  of  our  schools  where  growing  flowers, 
plants  and  vines  brighten  otherwise  dingy  rooms. 

"  In  many  cities  the  mothers  of  the  pupils  have  formed  associations- 
with  the  object  of  beautifying  the  schoolroom  by  providinfl^ 
pictures  representing  the  master-pieces  of  sculpture,  painting  ana 
architecture,  together  with  historical  portraits  and  views  or  his- 
toric places,  natural  scenery,  animal  and  plant  life,  etc.  Such 
pictures  produce  lasting  influences  upon  the  plastic  mind  of  youth 
and  are  certain  to  convey  the  art  idea  from  the  schoolroom  to  the 
home. 

"  Attempts  at  such  decoration  at  one  time  would  have  been  very 
costly ;  but  it  is  now  possible  to  obtain  a  vast  number  of  very 
attractive  pictures  and  portraits  of  real  merit  at  trifling  cost. 

"  Now,  gentlemen,  before  concluding  let  me  turn  from  the  educa- 
tional to  the  tinancial  side  of  our  aflairs,  and  let  me  say  that  costly 
as  our  school  system  is  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  a  man  who- 
would  have  us  curtail  one  item  of  expenditure  if  to  do  so  would 
impair,  in  any  degree,  no  matter  how  slight,  the  efliciency  of  our 
schools.  What  the  ratepayer  asks  is  that  only  those  things  which 
are  necessary  be  provided,  and  that  they  be  provided  at  a  fair  and 
reasonable  cost. 
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"I  do  Dot  sappose  that  in  any  corporation  or  in  any  municipality 
ia  the  cost  of  the  expeDse  of  operation,  i.  e.,  the  saperviaing  and 
-expending  of  the  funds  at  the  diapoval  of  the  corporation  of  mnnicd- 
pality  so  small  ss  it  is  in  the  case  of  the  School  Board  of  Halifax  ; 
and  to  our  very  efficient  secretary  we  are  indebted  for  this  pleasing 
state  of  affairs.  At  the  same  time  we  must  realize  that  our  expen- 
-ditare  for  schools  has  reached  a  point  which  it  should  not  be  allowed 
to  exceed,  and  I  caiiDot  impress  upon  you  too  forcibly  the  necessity 
of  making  your  a^ipropriations  as  small  as  possible  cousiatent  with 
the  efficiency  of  the  system,  and  thereafter  seeing  to  it  that  the 
-amounts  so  appropriated  are  not  exceeded. 

"With  the  different  committees  I  have  gone  carefully  over  the 
estimates  to  be  suhmitted  to  you  to-night,  and  I  am  glad,  indeed,  to 
be  able  to  inform  you  that  instead  of  the  expected  large  increase 
the  sum  required  to  be  assesaed  on  the  rate-payers  is  one  thonsand 
dollars  leas  than  last  year. 

SUPERAN0ATION   AND   FlRE   InSUBANCE. 

"  These  are  two  matters  to  which  I  would  like  to  direct  your 
attention.  The  former  was  referred  to  in  the  address  of  our  late 
-Chairmau. 

"  As  to  the  latter  I  would  like  you  to  consider  whether  or  not,  in 
Tiew  of  the  fact  that  nur  schools  are  so  widely  separated  from  each 
other  and  isnlated  from  other  buildings  and  that  damage  from  fire 
for  years  haa  been  practically  nil,  it  would  be  judicious  for  the 
board  to  insure  its  own  buildings. 

"  Gentlemen,  in  conclusion,  let  me  point  out  that  our  responsibil- 
ities are  not  divided,  that  the  efficiency  of  the  schools,  the  interests 
-of  the  citizens  and  the  interests  of  the  children  are  our  joint 
interests,  and  let  me  express  the  hope  that  by  cordial  and  sympa- 
thetic co-operation  we  may  be  able  to  retain  our  schools  in  the 
proud  position  they  hold  t(>-day  and  to  discharge  our  duties  fairly, 
faithfully  and  fearlessly." 

REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

Br-fore  dealing  with  the  educational  side  of  the  Board's  work,  we 
will  follow  the  custom  of  the  past  and  take  up  the  financial  state- 
ment. 

The  Commissioners,  realizin)^  that  the  future  welfare  and  pros- 
perity of  the  community  mu-'t  largely  depend  on  the  capability  of 
ita  men  and  women  to  transact  wirh  the  highest  degree  of  efficiency 
and  with  thorough  knowledge  the  various  and  intricate  details  of 
buainess  life,  industrial  life,  professional  life  and  domestic  sfTaim, 
have  endeavored  to  make  the  school  system  as  practical,  as  broad, 
and  as  valuable  as  the  wealth  of  the  community  would  permit  of. 
Id  other  words   the  Commissioners  have  practiced  the  strictest 
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economy  in  expenditures  connected  with  the  school  system 
sistent  with  the  proper  efficiency  of  the  schools.  While  the 
amount  assessed  on  the  citizens  for  the  curreot  year  shows  a 
decrease,  in  the  natural  order  of  things,  the  expenditure  on  account 
of  schools  must  gradually  increase  as  the  educational  requirements 
of  the  day,  and  the  number  of  children  seeking  admission  to  the 
schools  also  increase. 

■ 

The  object  of  the  school  is  not  merely  to  provide  an  education  in 
the  narrow  meaning  of  the  term,  viz. :  To  fill  the  student  with 
knowledge  but  also  to  make  a  man  of  him  and  a  law-abiding^ 
citizen,  to  establish  in  him  habits  of  self  control,  obedience,  courtesy  ; 
in  other  words  to  mould  his  character.  A  man  may  be  filled  with 
knowledge  and  still  be  poorly  educated.  As  a  writer  has  well  said  r 
"  The  cost  of  administration  would  be  greatly  lessened  if  the  people 
were  at  all  times  anxious  to  do  right.  If  all  citizens  were  law-abid- 
ing, a  large  sum  now  spent  on  policemen  and  in  erecting  and  main- 
taining prisons  would  be  saved.  The  problem  of  government  would 
be  simple  if  the  family  and  the  school  were  sufficiently  powerful  to 
form  character  of  an  high  order  before  people  could  enter  upon  the- 
actual  duties  of  life.  Unfortunately  children  too  often  pass  from 
the  rule  of  parents  and  teachers  without  having  acquired  that  most 
comprehensive  trait  of  all  traits,  the  trait  of  self  control." 

Expenditures. 

The  estimated  expenditure  for  the  year  was SI  17,100  00* 

The  actual  expenditure 118,007  96 

An  apparent  over  expenditure  of $907  96 

As  three  years'  fire  insurance  premiums  became  due  this  year,. 
and  the  sum  of  Jf  1600.00  had  accumulated  for  the  payment  of 
these  premiums  in  the  two  preceding  years,  there  is  an  actual  sur- 
plus of  S692.04  of  estimated  expenditure  over  actual  expenditures. 
The  total  revenue  received  from  the  city  assessment  amounted  to 
$103,500.00. 

Debentures. 

During  the  year  the  debenture  account  was  increased  by  the  sum 
of  $18,500.00  for  the  construction  of  the  Quinpool  Road  School. 
The  amount  of  debentures  outstanding  on  April  30th,  1903^ 
amounted  to  15311,100.00. 

County  Academy  Debentures. 

County  academy  debentures  to  the  amount  of  $35,000.00,  bearing 
6  per  cent  interest,  matured  1st  July,  1903. 
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Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  revisors  appointed  to  revise  the 
Statutes  of  Nova  Scotia  had  inadvertently  repealed  the  Act  which 
enabled  the  board  to  borrow  money,  and  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
re-enactment  of  the  Statute  thus  omitted,  did  not  seem  to  authorize 
the  board  to  borrow  money  to  retire  outstanding  debentures,  it  was 
necessary  to  arran^  for  a  loan  from  the  banks  until  such  time  as 
l^oslation  required  to  enable  the  Board  to  borrow  could  be  had« 
While  this  matter  properly  belongs  to  the  next  financial  year,  it  is 
referred  to  here  in  order  that  it  may  not  be  lost  sight  of. 

Sinking  Fund 

By  a  resolution  of  the  Board  passed  in  December,  1900,  a  Sinking 
Fund  was  established  and  at  the  following  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, the  necessary  legislation  was  obtained  to  enable  the  Board  to 
assess  a  sum  not  less  than  1%  of  the  outstanding  debenture  debt  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  a  Sinking  Fund.  On  April  30th,  1903, 
this  fund  had  reached  the  sum  of  $6,675.52.  It  is  placed  on  special 
deposit  drawing  interest. 

When  the  Academy  debentures,  referred  to  previously,  matured 
in  July  last  S6,000.00  of  this  sinking  fund  was  taken  to  pay  off 
these  debentures  pro  tan  to. 

The  statements  herewith  submitted  show  in  detail  the  expendi- 
tures in  connection  with  each  school. 

In  leaving  the  financial  statement,  the  attention  of  the  rate- 
payer should  be  called  to  the  fact  that  the  esspenditure  of  the 
revenue  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board,  is  ^supervised  at  a  total  cost 
of  SI  500.00. 

Educational. 

Coming  now  to  the  educational  side  of  the  Board's  work,  I  think 
I  am  justified  in  stating  that  the  year  just  closed  has  marked  an 
important  advancement  in  the  public  school  system  of  Halifax. 

The  Board  has  under  consideration  during  the  year,  the  different 
topics  suggested  by  the  Chairman  in  his  address  except  the  question 
of  fire  insurance  and  superannuation  of  teachers,  which  were  not 
reached. 

Commercial  Course. 

The  establishment  of  a  commercial  course  in  connection  with  our 
County  Academy  and  High  Schools  was  the  first  subject  considered. 
After  full  investigation  and  discussion,  a  course  to  cover  a  period 
of  three  years  was  decided  upon,  and  the  following  subjects  con- 
stitute that  course : — 

First  Year : — Literature,  Composition,  with  special  attention  to 
spelling,  punctuation,  etc.;  French,  Longman's  grammar  and  reader ; 
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ture,  horticulture,  and  kindred  branches'  should  be  provided,  while 
for  the  girl,  domestic  science,  including  cooking,  sewing,  painting, 
etc.,  would  arouse  that  latent  interest  which  the  school  system  faib 
to  awaken.  Now  this  work  can  not  properly  be  done  in  the 
ordinary  public  school.  It  can  be  done  at  the  reformatory,  but  it  is 
not  desirable  that  children  whose  only  offence  is  remaining  away 
from  school  because  of  their  lack  of  interest  in  school  work  should 
be  committed  to  the  reformatory  along  with  those  who  have  been 
committed  to  the  same  institution  for  criminal  offences.  It  would 
therefore  seem  necessary  that  as  a  complement  to  the  school  system 
of  today,  a  parental  school  should  be  established  to  which  this  class 
should  be  admitted. 

Parental  schools  have  been  established  with  most  excellelit 
results  in  many  of  the  states  of  the  Union,  as  well  as  other  places, 
and  judging  from  the  reports  of  officials  they  have  amply  justified 
their  existence  and  the  money  expended  on  them.  This  whole 
question  is  one  which  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  might 
investigate  with  profit. 

Grading. 

The  custom  in  the  past  has  been  to  grade  pupils  only  in  the 
month  of  September.  As  a  result,  when  a  large  number  of  pupils 
applied  for  admission  to  the  schools  in  the  spring,  new  or  supplemen- 
tary departments  had  to  be  opened  to  accommodate  them.  By 
grading  the  pupils  in  the  spring  it  has  been  found  that  the  opening 
of  so  many  supplementary  departments  has  not  been  necessary,  the 
grading  of  the  pupils  from  the  tower  grades  affording  accommoda- 
tion for  the  new  comers,  and  this  without  seriously  interfering 
with  the  work  of  the  school. 

School  Room  Libraries. 

The  necessity  of  school  room  libraries  as  a  means  of  providing 
supplementary  reading  for  the  pupils  was  heartily  and  unanimously 
eniJorsed.  The  feeling  that  the  community  could  not  well  afford 
the  extra  outlay,  prevented  the  commissioners  from  making  a  grant 
towards  the  establishment  of  such  libraries  in  the  different  schools. 
The  hope  was  expressed  that  the  teachers,  assisted  by  the  pupils 
and  the  parents  of  the  pupils,  would  endeavor  to  raise  funds  for  the 
provision  of  such  libraries  by  holding  concerts  and  such  other  means 
as  would  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  Board. 

School  Room  Decoration. 

School  room  decoration  and  the  benefit  of  it  to  the  pupils  in  the 
way  of  culture  and  refinement  which  the  study  of  even  copies  of 
works  of  art,  whether  painting  or  sculpture  ,  affords  was  admitted, 
and  more  especially  in  the  case  of  children  who  come  from  gloomy 
surroundings.     It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  say  that  in  a  largo 
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DOmberof  (he  school  rooms  of  Halif&x,  teachen  h&ve  realized  the 
importonce  of  school  room  decoration,  and  have  their  rooms  taste- 
fully decorated  with  flowera  and  bunting,  and  adorned  with  nicfr 
pictares  and  models. 

FiBE  Insubakce  and  Supebannuation. 

The  question  of  fire  insurance  and  the  providing  of  a  superannua- 
tion fund  for  the  teachers  was  not  reached,  and  it  is  respectfully 
suggested  that  these  questions  should  have  the  early  consideration 
of  the  incoming  Board. 

The  desirability,  nay  rather  the  necessity  that  the  Board  should 
feel  itself  in  a  position,  without  working  a  hardship,  to  part  with  the 
services  of  those  teachers  who  have  for  years  borne  the  burden  and 
heat  of  the  day,  and  who  owing  to  old  age  have  passed  that  period 
in  life  when  they  are  able  to  keep  pace  with  the  progress  of  educa- 
tion can  not  be  doubted.  Some  scheme  of  superannuation sbonld 
be  adopted.  A  large  number  of  cities  have  followed  that  course. 
In  some  places  the  fund  is  managed  by  the  teachers,  in  others  by 
the  Board.  The  fund  should  be  supported  by  payments  made  by 
each  teacher ;  either  a  flat  rate  to  be  paid  by  all  teachers,  irreepec-. 
tive  of  salaries  received,  of  about  92.00  per  month  for  ten  months  each 
year,  in  which  cose  the  teachers  would  draw  out  an  equal  amount 
at  the  epd  of  a  fixed  period,  or  by  payments  graded  according  to 
salary  received,  when  the  amount  to  be  drawn  out  would  be 
governed  by  the  amount  paid  in.  The  fund  might  be  managed  by 
a  board  of  six  trustees,  three  appointed  by  the  teachers,  two  by  the 
Board,  the  Supervisor  being  the  sixth.  The  teachers  might, 
after  twenty  years  of  service  be  retired  for  mental  and  physical 
disability  and  participate  in  the  pension  revenue,  and  after  thirty 
years  of  service  they  might  retire  at  their  option  and  share  in  its 
privileges. 

Male  Principals. 

The  desirability  of  appointing  male  principals  to  all  our  schools 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  Board  during  the  year.  The  concla- 
sion  was  reached  that  for  the  present,  at  least,  on  account  of  the 
efficiency  of  those  of  our  lady  teachers  filling  the  position  of 
principals,  no  change  should  be  made.  At  the  same  time,  the 
desirability  of  employing  male  principals  in  all  schools  of  more 
than  six  or  eight  departments  was  generally  admitted. 

Dominion  Day — Provincial  Examinations. 

Last  year  the  provincial  examinations  were  conducted  on  Domin- 
ion Day  aa  well  as  the  preceding  and  following  days.  It  seemed  to 
the  Board  that  such  a  course  was  not  consistent  with  the  teaching 
of  that  spirit  of  loyalty  to  the  Dominion  which  the  Council  (» 
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nor  did  it  seem  proper  to  the  Board  that  children  shotild  be 
required  to  work  in  the  schools  over  examination  papers  on  the 
birthday  of  their  country.  Consequently  a  resolution  was  passed 
affirming  this  conviction  which  was  duly  forwarded  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Board  to  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction. 

Empire  Day. 

As  in  previous  years,  the  celebration  of  Empire  Day,  May  23rd. 
was  fittingly  observed  in  our  public  schools.  The  pupils  were  all 
brought  together  and  patriotic  songs  were  sung  ami  appropriate 
addresses  delivered  by  prominent  speakers.  Commissioners  presided 
at  the  different  gatherings.  Unquestionably,  the  practice  of 
observing  this  day  must  result  in  inspiring  in  the  pupils  a  sacred 
love  of  country  and  a  higher  order  of  patriotism.  As  only 
•a  few  of  the  schools  have  assembly  rooms  which  will  accommodate 
•all  the  pupils  attendinc/  them,  it  might  be  well  in  the  future  for 
the  Board  to  place  all  the  schools  in  three  or  four  groups,  and  to 
engage  a  hall  to  accommodate  each  group. 

The  Flag. 

The  desirability  of  flying  the  National  flag  from  the  schools  was 
not  lost  sight  of,  and  the  days  on  which  the  flag  should  fly  were 
definitely  determined. 

QuiNPOOL  Road  School. 

It  is  a  matter  of  congratulation  that  the  new  school  building  on 
Quinpool  Road,  which  was  erected  to  displace  Beech  Street  School, 
has  been  finished,  and  was  formally  opened  on  Thursday,  October 
29th,  by  Sir  M  B.  Daly,  a  large  number  of  friends  and  parents  of 
the  pupils  being  present  at  the  opening  exercises.  This  building  ia 
one  of  the  most  convenient,  commodious  and  best  lighted  of  our 
schools,  and  will  afford  accommodation  for  all  the  children  in  this 
section  for  some  time  to  come.  The  number  of  pupils  enrolled  at 
the  time  of  opening  was  266,  anH  tive  teachers  were  engaged. 
The  school  building  and  ground  cost  $18,427.00. 

Manual  Training  School. 

The  departments  conducted  in  this  building  continue  to  arouse 
greater  interest  on  the  part  of  the  pupils  in  their  work,  and  the 
courses  provided  hold  their  pioper  places  in  the  training  offered  in  the 
Public  Schools.  The  que^tion  with  educators  is  no  longer,  shall  we 
have  these  branches,  but  how  far  shall  they  be  extended  ?  ^heir 
importance  in  the  course  of  instruction  is  no  longer  doubted. 

The  work  being  done  is  of  a  high  order  and  is  a  source  of  the  great* 
est  gratification  U>  the  Board.  The  instruction  in  Manual  Training  is 
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systematic  and  brought  iato  close  relation  with  the  writing,  arith- 
metic, etc.,  and  there  is  do  part  of  the  school  course  which  affords 
greater  satisfaction,  or  which  gives  more  lasUng  resalta. 

Under  the  painstakinff  care  of  Misa  Bell  and  her  aasistaDta,  the 
Domestic  Science  Departmeiit  continues  to  make  steady  progress. 
Its  educational  advantage  is  shown  in  the  gradual  development  of 
painstaking  carefulness,  judgment  and  nelf  reliance  in  the  eirla, 
while  from  the  practical  side,  the  intelligent  application  of  the 
lessons  learned  is  of  incalculable  benefit  to  many  homes,  where  the 
simplest  laws  for  the  proper  preparation  of  foods  are  unknown. 
Qood  hoQRekeeping  has  to  tie  studied  and  learned  like  any  other 
business,  and  a  good  foundation  is  laid  in  this  school. 

'.Ventilation. 

A  matter  to  which  the  incoming  Board  should  expressly  address 
itself  is  the  question  of  ventilation  of  our  schools.  At  the  present 
time,  the  rooms  are  ventilated  only  by  the  windows,  and  the  reatUt 
is  drtkfts,  followed  in  turn  by  colds  and  absence  from  school. 

Teacher's  Duties. 

After  the  children  themselves,  the  most  important  factor  in  the- 
school  education  is  the  teacher.  What  she  is  herself,  in  character; 
how  her  own  e'Incation  is  going  on ;  how  well  she  interprets  the 
child's  efforts  i  and  the  ttpirit  in  which  she  takes  up  the  work  of 
teaching,  largely  determine  the  result  of  the  child's  school  life. 

The  advisers  and  companions  and  guides  of  our  children  shoald 
be  peisone  in  whom  have  been  bred  the  finest  qualities  of  mind 
and  heart,  the  refinements  of  gentleness  and  strength,  the  tender- 
ness of  a  wholesome,  not  maudlin  sympathy ;  a  consideration  of 
others,  even  the  youngest,  as  the  first  requisite  of  claiming  privi- 
leges  from  other-". 

It  gives  mo  grsat  pleasure  to  say  that  on  the  whole  our  teachers 
have  shown  themselves  capable,  refined,  sensible,  generous  toward 
childhooil,  given  to  self-improvement,  loyal  to  their  charge,  true 
forces  for  good  in  their  smaller  or  larger  communities.  But  it  is  a 
good  thing  to  keep  jii  mind  by  all  who  are  connected  in  any  way 
with  the  achoola  that  the  sy.stem  i«  maintained  in  the  interest  of  the 
children,  end  that  whiitever  qualities  of  mind  or  heart  are  esteemed 
in  the  child  as  a  guarantee  of  his  manhood  must  be  lived  by  his 
teacher. 

For  some  time  I  have  felt  that  the  moral  inflnence  of  the 
teacher  on  the  child  is  much  lessened  by  the  modern  organization 
of  education.  The  child  of  the  city  school  may  have,  from  the 
kindergarten  to  the  high  school,  as  many  as  ten  teachers,  not  count- 
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ing  the  specialists.  The  parental  relation — long-continued  and 
strong — shows  that  the  b^t  results  morally  are  secured  by  sus- 
tained association  of  child  and  adult ;  and  if  some  method  could  be 
devised  by  which  one  teacher  could  take  a  class  along  through 
several  grades,  giving  teacher  and  pupils  time  enough  to  get 
acquainted  more  than  just  fairly,  it  would  be  far  better  for  the 
future  life  of  the  child. 

It  remains  for  me  to  say  how  much  I  have  enjoyed  presiding 
over  the  Board  daring  the  past  year,  and  of  being  associated  with 
our  earnest  staff  of  teachers  in  their  work ;  to  express  my  apprecia- 
tion of  the  time  and  study  so  freely  given  by  all  the  commissioners 
to  the  many  important  questions  which  came  before  them,  and  to 
extend  my  felicitations  as  to  their  earnestness  of  purpose  and  my 
thanks  for  their  unwavering  courtesy  and  forbearance  towards  me. 

In  common  with  my  predecessors,  I  desire  to  record  my  appre- 
ciation of  the  energy,  care  and  singleness  of  purpose  which  the 
officers  of  the  board  brought  to  bear  in  the  performance  of  the 
multitudinous  duties  of  their  respective  offices  during  the  year  just 
closed. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  * 

R.  T.  MacILREITH, 

Chairman. 
Halifax,  October  30th,  1903. 
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SUPERVISOR'S    REPORT 


To  the  Board  of  School  Commisaionera  for  ike  City  of  Halifax  : 

Gentlehsn, — In  accordance  with  the  regalationa  of  your  honor- 
able Board  I  submit  herewith  my  annual  report  on  the  pablio 
schools  of  the  city  of  Halifax  for  the  year  ended  Slot  July,  1903. 


ClriM. 


Academy 

High  School    .... 

Common  Schools  . 

Kindergarten 

Beformatories .... 


Night  ■ 


No.  ftndOriwleaf  Teochsn 


4  Academic. 
2  First-claes. 

2  Unlicensed  assiataats — specialists  in 
Modern  Languages  and  Drawing. 

1  Academic. 

2  First-clasB. 


7  Academic." 
56  First-closa. 
66  Secopd-clasa, 

2  Tbird-claaa. 

1  Second-class. 

1  Third-etass. 

2  Second-clasa. 


Industrial  School. 
St.  Patrick's  Hom& 


1  First-class — aspecialistinMechani- 

cal  Science. 
1  A  specialist  in  Domestic  Science. 
Diploma  fromSouth Kensington,  Eng. 
1  First-class. 


I  Secon<)-class. 


[Day  School&) 
(Teacher   from  the 


This  conspectus  ahows  that,  in  the  city  ot  dilifax  the  principal 
divisions  nf  public  school  work  are  represented,  fiome  as  fully  aa  in 
any  city  of  the  same  size,  others,  meagrely.     Of   149  teachera,  11 
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were  engaged  wholly  in  high  school  work,  but  only  one  in  kinder- 
garten work.  The  fact  that  kindergarten  principles  are  tinding- 
their  way  into  all  the  grades  somewhat  atones  for  this  want 

There  is  a  superior  manual  training  school  with  three  teachers^ 
but  no  night  school  worthy  of  the  name.  The  attendance  and 
interest  were  so  poor  that  the  work  was  discontinued  after  a  few 
evenings. 

There  are  two  reformatories  supported  as  private  charities,  but 
receiving  some  government  aid,  and  each  under  the  control  of  a 
board  of  managers.  The  School  Board  provides  for  the  teaching, 
which  is  made  to  conform  as  nearly  as  possible  to  the  requirements 
of  the  public  schools. 

TABLE  I. 
Abstract  of  Teachers*  Returns  for  1902  and  1903. 
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A.  (Academic)  . . . 

B.  (Fir8t-cla8>.)   . . 

C.  ( Second- classs) 

D.  (Third-class)  . . 


si 

0)   od 


A.  (Academic)  .  . 
B   (First-class)    . 

C.  (Second-class) 

D.  (ThirG-class)  . 


-2 

o 


Male 

Female   

No.  of  departments 


1902. 


6 
5 
3 
1 


2 
47 
70 

2 


151 
121 
136 


Havinpj  Normal  School  Diploma;  63 

No.  of  teaching  days 204 

No.  of  pnpils  enrolled ■  7.'>10 

No.  over  15  years  of  Hge    !  331 

No.  under  15  years  of  age |  71 S8 


No  of  Boya 
No.  of  Girls 


3813 
3706 


1903.  ilncrse. 


6^ 

3! 

1! 


2i 
53! 

66 


15 
123 
138 

7i; 

204 
7o6o 

279' 
7286; 
38251 
3740; 


Dec'se. 


6 


2 
2 


8 


46 


98 
12 
34 


Grand  total  days'  attendance    . .  1009937I1038224;28287 

Average  present  daily    i       503')i 

Percentage  of  attendance '  67: 

No.  of  pupils  daily  present  with 


each  teacher  on  an  average 
Cost  per  pupil 


$13 


37 

80 


5165 

68.7 

37.5 
814  10 


130 
1.7 

.5 
$.30 


52 


•  •«••• 
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School  Attendance. 


Id  compariog  the  statiBtics  for  1902  and  1903  we  note  a  small 
increase  in  che  number  of  enrolled  pupils, — al>out  enough  to  form 
one  a'Jditional  department. 

The  percentage'of  attendance  has  increased  from  67  to  68.7 — a 
decided  improvement,  probably  due  to  the  milder  winter  and  the 
less  prevalence  of  those  contaginus  dii^eases  which  mostly  affect 
children.  Yet  for  a  city  like  Halifax,  with  school  rooms  near 
almost  every  home,  the  percentafre  of  attendance  is  deplorably 
small. — 31  pupils  out  of  every  hundred  being  absent  every  day. 

A  majority  of  our  teiicherH  are  mo^t  strenuous  in  their  etforta  to 
secure  aa  regular  an  attendance  as  possible.  A  teacher  would  be 
impelled  to  this  course  by  self-interest,  if  by  no  other  consideratioo. 
One  irre^'ar  pupil  gives  more  trouble  and  annoyance  than  ten 
regular  attentive  pupiin.  Nearly  all  the  complaints  against  teachers 
come  from  parents  of  irregular  pupils.  Many  teachers  take  special 
pride  in  being  abl<^  to  point  to  a  large  percentage  of  attendance  as 
an  evidence  of  their  good  work  and  of  the  interest  which  it  elicits. 
So  that,  it  may  be  taken  for  granted,  that  toachers  do  all  in  their 
power  to  have  every  pupil  present  every  school  day. 

It  is,  however,  a  shameful  wa^te  of  the  teacher's  time,  eaerp^ 
and  skill,  a  waste  of  public  funds,  am]  a  cruelty  to  regular  pupils 
to  require  the  teacher  to  be  the  chief  li^ent  in  securing  the  attend- 
ance of  iazy  and  mismanaged  children. 

We  hnve  a  good  compulsory  sttendauce  aC,  modelled  after  the 
best  of  its  kind,  but  possibly  somewhat  mild  in  allowing  ten  days'' 
absence  without  cause,  or  ten  days'  truancy  before  legal  action  is 
taken. 

Probably  do  man  could  be  more  faithful  in  the  performance  of 
his  somewhat  unpleasant  duties  than  our  truant  oiHcer.  Instant  in 
season  and  out  of  season,  rebuking  and  admonishing  careless 
parents  and  tardy  pupils,  he  doe-i  all  that  could  be  reasonably 
expected.  And  yet,  in  nearly  every  part  of  the  city,  in  the  streets, 
on  the  whaives,  and  about  the  suburbs  one  can  see  during  school 
hours  many  children  who  to  all  appearance  should  be  in  school. 
Or,  let  US  enter  the  schoolrooms  and  in  the  rear  seats  we  will  Hnd 
several  older  pupils  who  have  outgrown  much  that  appeals  to  the 
sympathies  of  the  other  pupils,  who,  though  younger,  are  much 
more  advanced  in  their  studies.  The  older  pupils,  keenly  feeling 
that  they  are  inferior  in  many  things  to  their  younger  school- 
mates, and  out  of  harmony  with  their  surroundings,  lose  all  interest 
in  their  work,  and  long  tor  the  day  when  they  can  leave  school. 
Requiring  different  treatment  from  the  other  pupiU,  they  are  a 
severe  drain  upon  the  teacher's  time  and  energy. 
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In  my  report  last  year  I  pointed  oat  that  there  were  other  cities 
in  which  any  pupil  on  an  average  was  not  tardy  twice  in  the  whole 
year  and  lost  but  16  days. 

How  shall  we  account  for  this  lack  of  satisfactory  attendance  in 
our  schools  ? 

1.  Very  many  parents  are  careless  and  indulgent  and  so 
absorbed  in  the  present  that  they  do  not  think  of  the  future. 
They  do  not  realize  the  conditions  in  the  schoolroom,  the  confusion 
and  injury  caused  by  the  tardiness  or  absence  of  nine  or  ten  pupils, 
different  pupils  on  different  days.  As  these  pupils  appear  on  suc- 
cessive days  the  teacher  has  to  repeat  his  lesson^^  to  a  few 
individuals  at  a  time  or  allow  them  to  fall  hopelessly  behind.  In 
the  meantime  the  regular  pupils  cannot  receive  the  attention  to 
which  they  are  entitled,  and  the  whole  school  is  more  or  less 
demoralized  The  delinquents  must  of  course  fail  in  their  work 
and  become  discouraged  and  confirmed  in  bad  habits.  They  soon 
develop  into  truants,  and  many  of  them  into  criminals. 

To  prevent  these  evils  it  would  seem  to  be  our  first  duty  to 
impress  upon  such  parents  as  need  such  teaching  the  great  value  of 
punctual  habits  and  the  advantage  of  regular  school  attendance,  to 
picture  out  the  evils  of  the  opposite  to  themselves,  to  the  school  and 
to  the  community,  and  to  lead  them  into  better  ways.  A  judicious 
circular  from  the  School  Board  setting  forth  these  facts  clearly 
would  undoubtedly  be  productive  of  much  good. 

2.  Our  compulsory  attendance  act  though  in  the  main  very 
good  is  defective  in  not  being  sufficiently  strict,  in  allowing  a  pupil 
to  be  a  truant  for  nine  and  a  half  days  with  impunity.  There  are 
pupils  who  knowing  that  they  are  not  legally  liable  for  less  than 
ten  days'  truancy  deliberately  take  advantage  of  the  fact,  with  the 
result  that  before  the  end  of  tho  ten  days  they  are  led  into  some 
crime  and  are  sent  to  the  reformatories  as  criminals  instead  of  as 
mere  truants.  The  law  should  be  amended  to  enable  the  School 
Board  to  act  as  soon  as  boys  begin  to  play  truant  and  thus  save 
them  from  themselves  and  from  the  influence  of  evil  companions. 

8.  There  are  few  things  that  encourage  law-breaking  more  than 
the  law's  delay  and  uncertainty  of  punishment.  Mild  punishments, 
sure  and  prompt,  are  more  effective  than  delayed  and  uncertain 
severity.  One  of  our  best  teachers  recently  complained  that  twelve 
of  his  pupils  were  absent, — six  of  the  twelve  being  truants.  He 
had  used  every  means  at  a  teacher's  disposal  to  secure  their  attend- 
ance, but  a  faulty  environment  prevailed  against  his  best  efforts. 
When  he  reminded  them  of  the  law's  penalties  and  of  the  power  of 
the  truant  officer  and  of  the  School  Board  they  and  their  parents 
smiled  in  contempt. 
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To  prevent  this  th?  truant  officer  should  be  held  more  direcUr 
reepODBible  for  the  efficient  carrying  out  of  the  compuleoiy  attend- 
ance act,  and  be  should  therefore  be  invested  with  greater  power  of 
initiative  bo  that  the  law  could  be  acted  upon  more  promptly. 

4.  There  ia  at  present  no  adpqaate  provision  made  for  the  care 
of  truanta.  Boys  who  are  sentenced  in  the  court  are  sent  either  to 
the  Industrial  School  or  to  St  Patrick's  Home.  In  these  institu- 
tions we  find  a  mixture  of  criminals,  iucorrigibles,  defectives,  truants 
and  some  times  orphans  whose  only  offense  is  that  they  have  no 
other  home, — all  acting  and  reacting  injuriously  upon  each  other. 
In  such  circumstances  the  good  that  is  attempted  is  largely  neutral- 
ized by  the  evils  that  mast  follow  from  such  ill-assorted  associations. 
The  inmates  should  be  classified,  kept  apart  and  each  c'ass  dealt 
with  by  an  expert  who  understands  its  needs;  otherwise  the  money 
spent  on  such  institutions  is  largely  wasted,  and  the  public  does 
not  receive  the  protection  for  which  it  pays,  though  inadequately. 

While  the  School  Board  or  the  Provincial  Government  neglect 
to  provide  a  suitable  ^institution  for  truants  it  is  natural  that  the 
Executive  Committee  should  hesitate  in  carrying  out  the  compul- 
sory attendance  Act. 

In  this  respect  Nova  Scotia  is  very  much  behind  other  civilized 
countries.  The  would-be  reformer  could  scarcely  select  a  field  in 
which  hie  energies  conid  be  more  usefully  employed  than  in 
tirousing  the  public  to  a  { roper  realization  of  the  necessity  lor  the 
establishment  of  parental  schools.  In  a  former  report  I  showed 
what  England  was  doing.  To  come  nearer  home  let  me  quote  a 
few  paragraphs  condensed  from  a  Massachusetts  report,  to  show 
what  is  being  done  there : — 

"  Middiespx  ban  built  a  truant  school,  which  is  strictly  a  parental 
school.  It  has  at  present  41  children.  The  building  has  all  the 
necessary  appointments  of  the  best  modern  dwelling  house,  is 
situated  on  an  eminence  to  insure  good  air,  sunlight  and  proper 
drainage  ;  its  sanitary  condition  is  exceptionally  good.  It  is  upon 
an  ei^teen  acre  lot,  of  which  eight  acres  are  tillage,  the  rest 
pasture  and  woodland. 

"  The  institution  is  in  charge  of  a  superintendent  and  his  wife, 
Assisted  by  a  teacher,  a  matron,  a  seamstress  and  a  man  of  all  work. 
Under  their  direction  the  children  are  led  to  form  habits  of  regular- 
ity, of  industry  and  of  self-respect.  They  engage  in  the  work  of 
housekeeping,  having  care  of  the  dormitories,  kitchen,  laundry,  the 
house-heating  and  so  on.  They  work  in  the  garden  and  on  the 
-farm.  They  are  under  no  restraint  from  high  walls  or  fences.  To 
a  visitor  the  children  appear  as  courteous,  contented  and  happy  as 
those  ia  any  well  ordered  home.  A  normal  teacher  is  in  charge  of 
the  school  and  the  children  have  access  tea  good  library. 
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They  have  since  been  supplied  with  a  workshop  where  the  boys* 
engage  in  a  wider  range  of  industrial  pursuits  than  the  housework 
and  the  work  on  the  land  afforded. 

The  school  law  of  Massachusetts  requires  the  counties  'to  main* 
tain  in  a  suitable  place,  not  at  or  near  a  penal  institution,  a 
truant  school  for  the  instruction  and  training  of  children  committed 
thereto  as  habitual  truants,  absent'Ces  or  school  ofTenders.' ' 

Why  cannot  this  Board  use  its  influence  with  our  government  to 
have  a  similar  law  enacted  at  its  next  session  ?  It  would  meet  with 
no  opposition  except  perhaps  from  the  penny- wise  and  pound- 
foolish.  Prevention  is  cheaper  than  cure.  One  unreclaimed  truant 
drifting  into  pauperism  or  crime  would  cost  the  city  or  the  province 
more  than  would  be  required  for  the  reformation  of  several.- 

5.  Our  compulsory  attendance  Act  would  be  much  more  effective  if 
the  provisions  were  strictly  enforced  which  make  parents  responsible 
for  absenteeism  and  also,  accord  mg  to  their  ability,  for  the  support 
of  their  children  when  sent  to  the  reformatory.  The  Act  provides 
that: — "the  parent,  guardian,  or  person,  having  charge  of  such  a 
child,  shall  be  liable  to  and  pay  to  the  said  city  such  sum  per 
month  for  the  support  of  such  child  as  the  stipendiary  magistrate 
shall  name  at  the  time  of  the  trial  of  any  offence  or  charge,  which 
sum  may  be  sued  for  and  rerovered  by  and  in  the  name  or  the  city 
of  Halifax  as  a  private  debt  due  said  city."  The  stipendiary 
magistrate  in  sentencing  truants  adjudge?,  after  careful  inquiry, 
the  amount  which  the  parents  can  reasonably  be  called  upon  to  pay 
each  month  for  the  support  of  their  children,  hut  for  some  inscru- 
table reason  thi8  amount  does  not  appear  to  have  been  collected. 

On  this  point  let  me  quote  an  interesting  paragraph  from  the 
Massachusetts  report: — 

"  The  recent  legislation  which  gives  the  courts  authority  to  fine 
parents  under  certain  conditions  for  absenteeism  of  children,  and 
the  more  recent  provision  under  which  the  judge  is  authorized 
to  assess  parents  for  maintenance  of  children  committed  to 
truant  schools,  strike  at  the  very  root  of  the  matter,  and  would,  if 
enforced,  solve  no  inconsiderable  part  of  the  problem  of  compulsory 
school  attendance.  The  truant  is  a  product.  He  is  a  symptom  not 
the  disease.  If  experience  in  a  truant  school  teaches  one  thing 
more  than  another,  it  is  this. — that  the  truant  in  a  great  majority 
of  cases  is  the  logical  result  of  home  conditions." 

"  Often  his  arrest  for  truancy  is  the  result  of  criminal  neglect  on 
the  part  of  his  parents.  In  some  instances  I  am  morally  certain 
that  he  is  sent  to  t)ie  parental  school  by  the  connivance  of  his  parents. 
Plainly,  the  boy  should  be  trained  in  a  truant  school  if  necessary, 
but  the   parent  should  be  made  to  feel  just  as  much  of  the  bordcta 
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of  his  parental  responsibility  as  he  is  able  to  bear.  If  the  parent 
is  compelled  to  rise  to  the  level  of  his  duty  while  the  child  is  being 
led  to  an  appreciation  of  his,  truancy  would  decrease;  otherwise, 
truancy  will  probably  increase/ 


» 


Although  I  am  keenly  conscious  of  the  total  inadequacy  of  our 
present  neformatories  for  much  of  the  work  that  is  so  unwisely 
imposed  upon  them  I  have  for  the  managers  and  teachers  only 
words  of  the  highest  praise  They  possess  in  a  very  high  degree 
just  the  qualities  needed  for  such  work, — patience,  tact,  good 
judgment,  sympathy  and  untiring  energy. 

In  concluding  my  remarks  upon  school  attendance  let  me  ask  you 
to  recall  the  pleasure  you  had  in  noting  the  progress,  in  spite  of 
great  ob>tacles,  made  by  the  pupils  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Orphan- 
age where  nearly  every  pupil  attended  every  day.  What  a  contrast 
when  we  visited  schools  where  on  an  average  every  pupil  was 
absent  one  day  out  of  three  or  four !  The  old  receipt  applies  here : 
Catch  your  hare  before  you  cook  him.  We  must  have  the  children 
in  school  before  we  can  teach  them,  and  in  order  that  we  may  have 
them  in  school  my  recommebdations  are  1st,  a  circular  letter  to  the 
parents  ;  2nd,  an  amendment  in  the  Act  permitting  the  School 
Board  to  deal  with  truancy  in  its  earliest  stages  before  it  becomes 
A  confirmed  habit ;  3rd,  the  truant  officer  invested  with  more  power 
and  responsibility  ;  4th,  parental  schools  for  truants  and  incorrigibles, 
and  5th,  the  strict  enforcement  of  these  provisions  of  the  Act  holding 
parents  reeponsible  for  the  unnecessary  absence  from  school  of  their 
children  and  for  their  support  when  committed  as  truants,  absentees 
or  school  offenders. 

Improved  Standards. 

The  only  other  noteworthy  fact  shown  by  the  table  given  above 
is  the  increase  in  the  number  of  tirst  class  teachers  and  of  Normal 
School  graduates, — an  increase  which  shows  that  the  tendency  is  in 
the  right  direction,  and  continuous  progress  in  the  right  direction, 
though  slow,  will  ensure  better  results  than  spasmodic  and  erratic 
activity. 
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TABLE  11, 
Abstbact  of  High  School  Grades. 


• 

1902. 

1903. 

iDcreMe. 

DeoreaM. 

County  Academy  : 

Grade  D 

130 

85 

78 

138 

103 

64 

8 
18 

"     c 

"      B 

14 

Total   

293 

305 

12 

High  Schools: 

Grade  D 

56 
22 
12 

78 
23 
13 

22 
2 
1 

"      c 

"      B 

•  • 

Total   

89 

114 

25 

Academy  —  Cost  per  pupil . 
High  Schools.   "      "      " 

$  38  64 
35  73 

$  37  10 

$    1  54 

The  total  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  doing  High  School 
work  is  37,  mostly  in  the  lower  grades.  In  the  per  capita  coat  of 
the  Academy  pupils  there  is  a  decrease  of  $1.54. 


TABLE  III. 


Changes  in  the  Teaching  Staff. 


Mesignatiofis  : 


Mr.  B.  J.  Wood,  b.  sc,  Grade  A  from  2nd  Boys  dept.  Morris  St.  SchooL 


Miss  M.  M.  Flavin, 

C 

11th  dept.  St  Patrick's  Boys' 

Mr.  M.  F.  Jemmott, 

I) 

Africville 

Miss  F.  A.  Wilkie,  b.  a., 

A 

T)i\\     "     Compton  Ave 

Miss  E.  Adams, 

0 

5th     "      Morris  St 

Miss  S.  J.  A.  Sullivan 

C 

8th     *• 

Miss  B.  M.  Clancy 

C 

7th     "     Compton  Ave 

Appoint  merits: 

Miss  A.  G.  Gray, 
Miss  E.  M.  Spencer, 
Miss  E.  M.  Boreham, 
Miss  M.  M.  Kockett, 
Miss  J.  I.  Sutherland, 
Mme.  H.  Murphy, 


Grade  B  to    3rd  dept.  Acadian  School. 
"      B    *     5th     *'     Compton  Ave.  School. 
"      B  "  11th     " 

"      C  "  1 1th     "     St.  Patrick's  Boys'  SchooU 
B  "     6th     "     Bloomfield  " 


(( 


(C 


B  "     1st     "     College  St 


C( 


-  .'■— 1j 
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Traruf erred  : 

Miss  J.  J.  Johnson,  from  &th  Bloomfield  to  3rd  LeMarchant  St.  School. 
Misa  A.  A.  Travis,  from  3n]  Acadian  School  to  5th  Bloomfield  St.  School. 
Miss  W.  A.  Conrod,  from  9th  Morris  St.  School  to  5th  Albro  St.  School 
Misa  J.  W.  Clarke,  from  9th  Compton  Ave  School  to  9th  Motris  St 

School. 
Miss  L.  J.  Bondeo,  ttont  6th  Bloomfiel'I  School  to  9th  Compton  Ave, 

School. 
MIbb  F.  a.  Wilkie,  from  .^th  Compton  Ave.  School  to  6th  Bloomfield 

School. 
Miss  J.  C.  Tynan,  from  1 1th  St.  Patrick's  Boys'  School  to  8th  St  Mary's 

Boys*  School. 
Miss  M.  M.  Rjckett   from   8th  St   Mary's  Boys'  School  to  11th  St 

Patrick's  Boys*  School. 
Miss  M.  Spencer,  from  5th  Compton  Ave.  School  to  6th  Compton  Ave. 

School 
Miss  M.  P.  Warner,  from  6th  Compton  Ave.  School  to  5th  Compton  Ave. 

School. 
Misa  M.  Spencer,  from  6th  Compton  Ave.  School  to  11th  Albro  St.  School. 
Sr.  Vincent,  from  1 2th  St  Patrick's  Girls  School  to  7lh  Young  St.  School. 
Sr.  Clement,  from  7th  Young  St.  School  to  12th  St  Patrick's  Girls'  School. 

Temporary  Teaclierg  : 

W.  E.  Uaveratock,  to  Richmond  School,  Ac 
Mme,  H.  Murphy,  to  College  St 

Leave  of  Abnenee; 

Miss  A.  M.  Haveratock,  2  years. 
Mr.  O.  A.  Marshal],  7  months. 
Mme.  Uonohoe,  6  months. 
Mme.  M.  J,  Murphy,  2  months. 
Mr.  E.  H.  Blois,  7  months. 
Miss  M.  J.  Donovan,  6  months. 
Miss  I.  M.  Creighton,  6  months. 
Miss  E.  A.  McCurdy,  6  months. 
Miss  H.  N.  Bell,  5  weeks. 
Mr.  W.  T.  Kennedy,  5  weeks. 


Miss  Grace  Share. 
Mme.  M.  E.  Donohoe. 
Miss  E-  Adams. 

It  will  be  noticed  here  that  we  have  lost  by  resignatioQ  two 
saperior  teachers, — college  graduates,  holdine  grade  A  licenses. 
Miss  Wilkie  had  scarcely  au  e^nal  in  devotion  to  her  work,  ia 
making  school  a  delight  to  her  pupils,  in  securing  their  affection, 
and  in  developing  their  beat  intellectual  and  social  qualities.  Mr. 
Wood  resigned  to  enter  Harvard  University,  and  prepare  for  higher 
and  more  remUDerative  work. 
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We  have  alao  loat  two  superior  grade  C  teachera,  both  f  loui  Morris 
street  achool.  Mivo  AdaniH  taught  for  -12  jeam,  but  was  compelled 
to  reBigu  by  an  illness  which  terminated  fatally.  Her  ilevutioa  to 
work  aod  to  her  popifs  iudividually  wa^  remarkable,  and  met  with 
a  generous  response  from  them,  iii-oi  S.  J.  A.  Sullivan,  who  taught 
a  model  department  in  the  same  scliool  for  many  yearn  suddenly 
ended  her  school  career  by  accepting  a  more  congenial  position, 
involving  las*  responsibility  to  the  public. 

Two  of  our  most  faithful  and  energdtic  teachers  were  removed 
by  death.  Mme.  Donohoe,  Principal  of  College  St.  School,  lived 
only  to  see  the  accompiir^hment  of  a  Img  cherished  desire,  to 
the  success  of  which  .she  contributed  so  much,  viz,  the  erection  of  a 
fine  modern  buildinif  with  w<ilUeiiuippedcla«)-roomt  and  a  beautiful 
assembly  ball  in  which  to  carry  on  the  work  she  loved  so  well. 

Miss  Qrace  Share  who  died  at  her  poit  will  l«  loo?  remembered 
by  many  of  the  Albro  St.  School  pupils  as  a  ^entirous  sympathizer 
in  all  that  interested  them  and  an  a  strong  mor>il  nuppiirt  in  their 
efforts  to  overcome  evil  aud  to  realize  th'^  best  ideals  uf  life. 


HIGH  SCHOOLS. 
Table  IV. — Academy. 
Provincial  Examination  ResvJts, 
1902. 


OUC 

"eS.!" 

Oliuln.d 

"sr 

133 

No.       '  ObUlnnd 
91    '          SS 

ObUlMd 

D 

130 

«o 

57 

70 

82 

0 

85 

65 

13 

51 

103 

6t          54 

63 

B 

4I> 

37 

37 

li* 

«  j       41 
203  i     177 

48 

Total  , 

2!I3 

181 

137 

158 

385 

193 

190i 

I  cent,  anplyiiifj  for  i.-xuiiiinalior) 61 

ol  H's  otitiiining  grade  applieil  for 80 

orC'a          "                           '■              78 

of  Da         "                           •■             80 

of  all  canilidati.-s  olitnininggnido  ajiplied  for. ,  75 

"         of  enrolled  pupils         "                         "           . .  47 


1903 
66 
85 
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Table  V. — St.,  Patbice's  Qiels'  High  School. 
Provineial  JExamination  lUmlta. 
1901.  1902. 


Gtau. 

No. 
Eundl*]. 

No. 

Qnat 

»OI«ht 

g"SSt 

..a-, 

0^,.. 

Oiada 
loafbt. 

"H* 

D 

41 

so 

8 

10 

52 

32 

15 

15 

C 

18 

8 

6 

10 

22 

16 

11 

15 

B 

12 

12 

8 

8 

13 

11 

11 

11 

Total. 

71 

«0 

22 

28 

87 

59 

37 

41 

1902  1903 

Per  cent  applying  for  examincitioa 56  67 

"         of  B  e  obtaiaing  grade  applied  for 66  100 

ofC's        "  "  76  68 

otD's         "  "  40  46 

"         of  all  candidates  obtaining  grade  applied  for. .  55  62 

"         of  enrolled  pupils  "  "  . .  31  42 

Our  High  School  pupils  were  very  successful  this  year  id 
obtaining  certi&cates  at  the  Provincial  High  School  examination. 
Of  all  the  Academy  candidates  82  per  cent,  obtained  the  grades  for 
which  they  applied.  Alt  the  grade  B  candidates  from  St.  Patrick's 
Girls'  High  School  succeeded.  Even  allowing  that  the  examina- 
tions may  have  been  somewhat  easier  than  they  were  the  year 
before,  it  is  evident  that  our  high  schools  are  maintaining  their 
former  high  standard  of  efficiency. 

An  interesting  glimpse  of  the  internal  management  of  the 
Academy  may  be  obtained  from  the  following  regulations,  asked 
for  by  the  teachers  and  approved  by  the  Board  :— 

1.  Written  examinations  in  all  the  subjects  of  the  course  phall 
be  held  at  the  end  of  each  qua>'ter, 

2.  Pupils  shall  be  expected  to  write  on  all  examinations  of  all 
the  subjects  which  they  study. 

S.  Each  examination  paper  shall  consist  of  not  less  than  seven 
'questions.     The  time  allotted  for  writing  each  paper  shall  be  one 
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hour.  The  number  of  questions  to  be  answered  shall  not  exceed 
five,  and  questions  shall  be  of  the  uniform  value  of  20  points 
each  when  the  teacher  finds  it  practicable  to  have  them  so. 

4.  One  point  shall  be  deducted  for  each  mis-spelled  word  and  a 
few  points  (not  to  exceed  five),  may  be  added  or  subtracted  for 
writing,  neatness,  etc. 

5.  As  soon  as  possible  after  examinations  are  held — from  one  to 
four  weeks — teachers  shall  examine  their  respective  papers^  placine 
on  or  opposite  each  question,  with  colored  pencil,  the  estimated 
value  of  the  same. 

6.  Papers  shall  be  returned  to  the  pupils  for  one  week  so  that 
each  may  see  the  defects  of  his  paper  and  the  value  assigned  to  each 
question  ;  and  in  any  case  where  the  pupil  is  dissatisfied  with  the 
marking  he  may  appeal  to  the  teacher,  and  if  desired  to  the 
Principal  and  Supervisor. 

7.  All  papers  shall  then,  be  arranged  alphabetically  and  in 
groups  according  to  class  and  subject  by  the  different  teachers  and 
filed  with  the  Principal ;  and  all  the  papers  shall  be  open  until  the 
next  examination  to  the  inspection  of  any  member  or  officer  of  the 
School  Board,  or  to  the  parents  or  guardians  of  any  pupil 

8.  The  marks  made  by  pupils  shall  be  sent  to  the  parents  or 
guardians  on  the  report  cards,  and  a  permanent  record  of  the  same 
shall  be  kept  in  the  Academy. 

These  regulations  are  merely  a  crystallization  of  the  practice  for 
several  y^ara  pust.  Where  there  is  so  much  well-organized  pre- 
paration for  examination,  pupils  must  work  and  succeed,  but  with 
60  or  70  pupils  in  some  classes  it  is  evident  that  a  teacher's  position 
in  the  Academy  is  no  sinecure. 

As  an  evidence  of  the  thoroughness  of  the  work  in  this  institu- 
tion it  may  be  stated  that  at  the  opening  of  Dalhousie  College  last 
year  the  Halifax  Academy  students  won  four  out  of  five  Junior 
Entrance  Scholarships. 

The  successful  candidates  were  : — 

Miss  Amy  K.  Pennington,  Professor's  Scholarship. 
Mr.  W.  Stewart  Lindsay,  Sir  Wm.  Young  Scholarship. 
Mr  Frederick  A.  Grant,  Professors  Scholarship. 
Miss  Winifred  J.  Barnstead,  Sir  Wm.  Young  Scholarship. 

The  work  of  our  high  schools  is  to  be  brought  into  more  direct 
relation  to  the  needs  of  the  community  by  the  introduction  of  a 
commercial  course. 
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In  regard  to  this  subject  I  reported  in  June  as  follows: — 

The  recotomcDdation  of  the  Chairman  of  the  School  Board 
.regarding  the  establishment  of  a  commercial  course  in  the  Academy^ 
seems  to  meet  with  very  general  approval. 

A  good  knowled^  of  book-keeping  is  of  very  great  value  to 
ererybody  in  whatever  station  of  life.  But  in  a  large  business- 
centre  like  Halifax  it  is  specially  asef a) ;  for  a  large  proportion  o£ 
the  pupils  look  forward  to  employment  in  mercantile  establishments; 

The  demand  for  such  training  is  not,  however,  sufficiently  great 
to  justify  much  additional  expenditure.  Nor  would  it  be  wise  to 
encourage  pupils  to  specialize  to  any  great  extent  in  the  first  or 
even  in  the  second  year  of  the  Academic  course. 

All  commercial  schools  that  have  confined  their  work  too 
exclusively  to  book-keepiug  and  closely  allied  subjects  or  to  short 
courses  have  been  failures  even  from  a  practical  point  of  view. 
Success  in  business  requires  broad  general  culture,  and  at  the  same 
time  thoroughness. 

Influenced  by  these  general  principles  I  have  drawn  up  a  course 
covering  three  years,— the  first  and  second  years  being  based  upua 
the  regular  curriculum  with  the  addition  of  special  training  in  pen- 
manship, steoography  and  typewriting,  and  the  omission  of  classics 
and  some  mathematical  subjects. 

The  work  of  the  third  year  is  taken  up  almost  wholly  with  com- 
mercial subjects. 

With  teaching  as  good  as  in  the  other  courses  in  the  Academy 
the  pupil  in  the  commercial  course  will  have  as  much  mental  dis- 
cipline as  the  pupil  in  the  regular  curriculum,  while  at  the  same 
time  he  will  be  able  to  leave  the  Academy  with  the  ability  to  do 
something  of  immediate  pecuniary  value. 

An  additional  teacher  will  be  required  for  stenography  and  type- 
writing. The  other  subjects  can  be  successfully  taught  by  the 
present  staff,  but  with  a  considerable  addition  to  their  already 
arduous  labors. 

I  would  recommend  that  the  pupils  taking  this  course  be 
examined  by  a  board  of  examiners  consisting  of  two  teachers  of  the 
Academy  and  the  principals  of  any  other  schools  doing  the  same  work, 
and  that  those  passing  such  examinations  under  regulations  to  be 
made  hereafter  shall  receive  a  diploma  from  the  School  Board. 
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CoHicERCiAL  Course. 

Fortj  minnta 

First  Year:    Literature,  Composition,  with  special  attention 

to  spelling,  punctuation,  etc 5 

French,  Longman's  Grammar  and  Reader  ....  3 

History  and  Geography S 

Science, — Botany  and  Physics 3 

Drawing  and  Bookkeeping 3 

Arithmetic,  Academic 4 

Penmanship     2 

Stenography,  Isaac  Pitman's    2 

Second  Tear|:  Literature,  Composition,  Correspondence    ....  5 

French,  Longman's  Conversational 4 

History  and  Geography     2 

Science,  Chemistry     2 

Drawing  and  Bookkeeping 4 

Arithmetic,  completed    3 

Stenography   , . . .  ^ 3 

Typewriting    2 

Third  Year:    English    3 

Science,  Materials  of  Commerce   2 

Bookkeeping   4 

Stenography,  100  words  per  minute    3 

Typewriting    2 

Commercial  Law     2 

Civics 3 

Economics    3 

This  course  has  been  adopted  by  the  Board,  It  will  be  in  opera- 
tion duiing  the  pref^ent  year  with  every  prospect  of  success.  Here 
I  would  like  to  call  attention  to  two  valuable  papers  on  this  sub- 
ject,— one  read  before  the  lialifas  and  Dartmouth  Teachers' 
Institute  by  Principal  Trefry  of  Morris  Street  School,  and  the  other 
read  before  the  Provincial  Educational  Association  by  Chairman 
MacIIreith. 

Academy  Entrance  Examinations. 

Students  are  admitted  to  the  academieH  throughout  the  Province 
after  passing  successfully  the  Aciidemy  Entrance  Examination 
papers  sent  from  the  Education  Ottice,  the  values  of  the  answers 
being  estimated  by  the  teacliers  of  the  respective  academies.  For 
some  years  past  it  wan  thought  that  some  moditicaticin  of  this  sys- 
tem might  be  desirable  in  a  large  academy  such  as  ours.  In 
response  to  a  resolution  on  this  subject,  moved  by  Commissiooer 
Hawkins,  I  submitted  the  following  recommendations  for  considera 
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There  are  bat  few  educational  questions  that  have  elicited  more 
debate  than  this  one.  It  is  still  unsettled.  This  may  arise  from 
the  possibility  that  the  better  method  in  any  friven  case  may 
depend  upon  the  eonditio&s,  and  these  vary  very  much. 

Written  ezamioations  are  of  the  greatest  value  in  school  work. 
They  are  tonic  and  disciplinary.  They  stimulate  both  teacher  and 
pupil  by  revealing  to  them  their  respective  weaknesses,  thus 
enabling  them  more  intelligently  to  direct  their  future  course. 
They  train  the  pupil  in  the  prompt  and  effective  use  of  languajre 
and  knowledge, — a  power  which  will  he  of  the  utmost  value  to  him 
in  a  critical  situation  throughout  life. 

There  is  perhaps  no  more  convenient  test  for  fitness  for  promo- 
tion than  a  well-conducted  written  examination.  No  other  test  can 
be  oniformly  fair. 

Written  examinations  enable  experts  more  accarately  to  estimate 
and  compare  thoroaghnesa  of  the  work  of  the  various  schools. 
Hence  we  6nd  that  they  are  often  disliked  by  ill-disciplined  schools. 

It  is  sometimes  urged  against  written  examinations  that  worthy 
pupils  fail  on  account  of  nervousness  This  is  not  a  good  argument 
for  abolishing  examinatiDOS,  but  rather  an  argument  in  nivor  of 
their  increase,  in  order  that  such  pupils  may  be  trained  out  of  their 


Such  weakness  is  frequently  the  result  of  consciousness  of  im- 
proper training  or  unfaithful  study.  Nervousness  furnishes  no 
ground  for  promotion. 

In  the  common  schools  the  pupils  are  supposed  to  pass  several 
examinations,  the  results  of  which  are  taken  into  account  in  con- 
sidering their  fitness  for  promotion.  Besides,  all  those  entering  any 
one  department  (renerally  come  from  the  department  below  and  all 
have  therefore  had  the  same  opportunities. 

But  the  candidates  for  the  Academy  and  high  schools  come  from 
different  schools  throughout  the  city  and  coaoty,  and  their  admis- 
sion upon  the  teacher's  estimates  without  a  general  examination 
would  soon  reduce  these  institutions  to  chaos. 

It  roust  be  confessed,  however,  that  to  stake  a  pupil's  whole 
chance  of  promotion  upon  one  terminal  examination  is  likely  to 
result  in  specif  cram  for  that  examination  and  in  such  nervoos 
tension  as  may  unfit  some,  even  of  the  best  pupils,  for  the  tesL 

I  would,  therefore,  recommend  as  an  experiment  the  following 
modifications  in  our  present  methods : — 
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1.  That  the  teachers  of  the  eighth  grade  be  enjoined  to  carrj 
oat  very  carefully  the  present  regulations  for  ascertaining  by  fre- 
quent examinations  and  otherwise  the  relative  standing  and  fitnesi 
for  promotion  of  their  pupils. 

2.  That  at  the  end  of  the  school  year  they  divide  their  pupils 
into  three  classes : — 

(a)  Those  who  are  thoroughly  prepared  for  high  school  work» 

(b)  Those  who  are  deficient  in  only  one  or  two  subjects,  and 

(c)  Those  who  are  not  recommended  for  promotion. 

3.  That  those  in  the  first  class  be  promoted  without  examination* 
The  effort  to  get  into  this  class  would  probably  be  a  better  stimu- 
lus to  good  work  throughout  the  year  than  the  desire  to  prepare 
for  a  terminal  examination  set  by  outside  examiners.  It  would  be 
understood  that  any  principal  placing  unfit  pupils  in  the  first  class 
would  forfeit  the  privilege  of  sending  pupils  to  the  academy  with- 
out examination. 

4.  That  pupils  of  the  second  class  be  notified  of  their  deficiencies 
and  that  they  be  examined  after  holidays,  such  examination  to 
be  partly  viva  voce  if  considered  desirable. 

Pupils  of  this  class  might,  during  holidays  by  private  study  or  by 
the  help  of  a  tutor,  make  up  any  defects  and  thus  save  a  >ear  in 
their  school  life. 

5.  That  any  pupil  in  the  third  class  be  allowed,  if  recommended 
by  the  Supervisor,  to  take  the  examination, 

6.  That  in  special  cases  pupils  of  the  second  and  third  classes 
failing  in  their  examinations  may  be  allowed  upon  recommendation 
of  the  Supervisor  to  enter  the  Academy*or  high  school  for  a  sufiScient 
length  of  time  upon  trial. 

Common  Schools, 

During  the  last  year  the  work  in  common  schools  has  been  on  the 
whole  very  satisfactory.  All  teachers  are  not  equally  skilful,  but 
nearly  all  have  been  most  industrious. 

The  teacher's  faithfulness  and  skill  cannot  always  be  fairly 
judged  by  a  suf>erficial  glance  at  apparent  results.  Teachers  may 
be  equally  good  and  yet  some  appear  to  do  better  than  others.  The 
varying  circumstances  of  each  school  should  therefore  be  carefully 
taken  into  account,  and  even  the  temporary  accidental  infloence 
that  may  affect  teacher,  pupils,  or  critic. 
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AfricviUe  School, — The  attendance  was  most  unsatisfactory. 

Albro  St  School. — In  1897  there  were  in  this  school  12  depart^ 
ments  with  670  pupils.  It  is  now  reduced  to  10  departments  with 
530  pupils.  The  decrease  has  been  caused  by  the  enlargement  of 
Oompton  Avenue  and  Alexandra  schools. 

Alexandra, — This  is  now  the  largest  school  in  the  city — having 
739  pupils  enrolled — an  increase  over  last  year  of  61. 

In  the  Principal's  department  pupils  who  failed  in  the  Academy 
-entrance  examinations  may  either  go  on  with  the  high  school  work 
or  may,  with  new  associations,  make  further  preparation  for  the 
-examination  in  which  they  failed.  Nearly  all  who  were  examined 
last  July  succeeded.  « 

Maynard  St.  ScAooZ.— This  school  for  colored  people  was  closed. 
The  majority  of  the  pupils  entered  other  schools  where  they  did 
better  work  than  ever  before.  But  there  are  some  absentees  who 
should  be  looked  after. 

St.  Mary's  Boys',  St.  Patrick's  Girls',  and  Young  St.  Schools  show 
increased  enrolment  respectively  of  81,46  and  34. 

School  Flags. 

Suitable  flags  are  now  supplied  to  all  the  schools  by  the  school 
board.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  principals  to  see  that  they  are  dis- 
played from  their  school  buildings  on  the  following  occasions : — 

Every  fine  school  day  in  September,  May,  June  and  July. 

The  King's  Birthday  and  the  Queen's  Birthday. 

Empire  Bay  and  Arbor  Day. 

Dominion  Day. 

Anniversary  of  the  founding  of  Halifax. 

Labor  Day. 

The  24th  of  May. 

The  day  of  closing  school  for  Christmas  Holidays. 

Examination  Day  and  the  day  of  any  School  Celebration. 

Any  other  day  as  ordered  by  the  Chairman. 

The  school  flag  shall  be  displayed  at  half-mast  upon  the  death  of 
any  member  of  the  Royal  family,  or  of  the  Dominion  or  Provincial 
Cabinets,  of  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners,  or  of  the  teaching 
staif  of  the  school. 

This  use  of  the  school  flag,  will  in  the  eyes  of  the  pupils  and 
their  parents,  to  some  extent  magnify  the  importance  of  the  school 
a  public  institution.     It  will  foster  sentiments  of  loyalty  to  the 
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Dominion  and  the  Empire,  periodically  refreBh  the  memories  of  th» 
pupiln  regarding  important  historical  events,  and  keep  them  in 
touch  with  what  is  transpiring  at  the  present  time. 

Manual  Training  Buildino. 

Halifax, which  was  the  first  city  in  the  Dominion  toroakeMechanic 
Science  a  part  of  its  school  system,  has  now  the  further  distiDCtion 
of  having  the  finest  building  devoted  entirely  to  Manual  Training. 

It  was  largely  through  the  intelligent  interest  and  persistent 
energy  of  Mr.  A,  L.  Wood,  an  ex-chairman  of  the  board,  that  the 
building  was  started,  that  it  is  situated  on  such  a  tine  central  site,, 
and  that  it  is  now  the  beet  of  its  kind  in  Canada. 

This  distinct  advance  in  our  educational  work  was  appropriately 
marked  by  a  formal  opening  on  the  I7th  of  October. 

Many  prominent  citizens  were  present,  including  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  Sir  Malachi  B  Daly,  the  Archbishop,  Senator  Power,  tho 
Superintendent  of  Etlucation,  Kev.  Dr.  Saunders,  Dr.  R.  Murray, 
members  of  the  school  board,  etc. 

The  Chairuian,  Major  Chipman,  presided,  and  gave  an  interesting 
historical  sketch  of  the  development  of  the  manual  training  idea  in 
Halifax,  of  the  opening  of  the  Mechanic  Science  department  for 
b'lys  in  1891,  and  of  the  Domestic  Science  department  for  girls  in 
189H. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  emphasized  the  importance  of  making 
all  education  practical,  of  making  manual  lii!n)r  more  respectal'le  by 
giving  it  a  scieniiHc  bisis  nnd  iif  so  training  our  daughters  that 
when  they  take  charge  of  homes  of  their  own  tli^y  may  be  able  to 
utilize  to  the  best  advantiige  all  the  means  placed  nt  their  disposal. 

Mr.  T.  B.  Kidner,  the  Provincial  Supervisor  of  Manual  Training, 
read  a  valuable  paper  congratulating  Halifax  upon  the  energy  and 
pulilic  spirit  displayed  by  ihe  sihool  I  ourd  in  erecting  a  building  ao 
well-planned  and  liglitfd,  fo  convenient  ami  artistic  He  showed 
that  the  modern  idea  of  education  re()uirc'l  an  appeiil  to  the  pupil'a 
interests  and  pliyaicul  activities,  a  iti-velopmnnt  of  his  motor  facul- 
ties, a  training  to  do,  as  vvt-ll  us  to  tliink — miking  the  hands  the 
ready  and  skilled  instruments  of  the  mind. 

Short  addresses  were  also  niaile  by  his  Grace  the  Archbishop,  by 
the  Superiutendi'nt  of  Education,  by  Senator  Power,  and  by  ez- 
Chairman  Wood. 
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The  Chairman  read  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Charles  Archibald  who 
took  each  a  promineoi  and  effective  a  part  in  the  establishment  of 
the  Domestic  Science  department,  expressvnjir  her  delight  at  its 
ultimate  success,  and  offering  a  prize  ol  ten  dollars  to  be  awarded 
to  the  young  lady  making  moat  progress  in  the  science  oE  house- 
keeping. 

Extension  of  Mechanic  Science  Teacuino. 

At  the  meeting  of  this  Board  in  February  Commissioner  Hawkins 
called  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  other  cities  teaching  in  mechanic 
science  was  provided  for  pupils  of  grades  VI  and  VII,  and  suggested 
that  Mr.  Gardner  be  provided  with  an  as«istant.  At  the  request  of 
the  Board  I  submitted  the  following  report  at  the  next  meeting : — 

Manual  Training,  as  introduced  into  Halifax  twelve  years  ago. 
was  intended  for  boys  about  13  or  14  years  of  age.  This  is  the 
average  age  of  the  pupils  of  grade  VIII,  and  a  part  of  grade  IX. 
There  being  as  many  buys  of  these  grades  as  could  be  taught  by  one 
teacher,  the  manual  training  work  has  hitherto  been  coDtined 
almost  wholly  to  them.  Theoretically  every  boy  in  passing  through 
these  grades  would  have  at  least  one  year  of  such  training.  With 
only  one  teacher,  therefore,  no  better  arrangement  than  the  present 
one  could  have  been  made. 

But  there  are  many  belated  boys  of  13  or  14,  or  even  la  years  of 
age  in  grades  VI  and  VII.  A  majority  of  these  leave  school  bt^fore 
they  reach  grade  VIII.  They,  therefore,  lose  a  kind  of  training 
which  would  be  of  special  value  to  thorn,  and  which  would  greatly 
facilitate  the  learning  of  the  trades  which  most  of  them  would 
follow. 

If  it  is  thought  feasible  in  the  near  future  to  provide  manual 
training  for  boys  of  grades  VI  and  VII,  I  would  recommend  the 
fitting  up  of  the  east  room  of  the  mechanic  science  dcpartmeat  now 
anuued,  and  the  engagement  of  an  ussistant  to  Mr.  Gardner. 

The  cost  of  the  outfit  would  be  about  8300.  The  annual  running 
expenses  would  be  about  four  or  five  hundred  dollars  for  a  teacher, 
and  a  small  amount  for  material.  I  do  not  think  the  same  sum 
could  be  more  wisely  expended  in  any  other  way. 

This  report  was  laid  on  the  table  for  future  action.  There  is  no 
properly  qualified  teacher  available  at  present.  In  addition  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  use  of  tools  a  teacher  in  mechanic  scit^nce  must 
understand  clearly  the  educational  results  to  be  obtained,  and  the 
best  methods  to  be  adopted  for  that  purpose.  He  must  also  have 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  mechanical  drawing,  and  of  the  requisite 
scientific  principles  involved.  The  aim  is  not  to  produce  a  skilled 
artisan,  however  desirable  that  might  be,  but  rather  a  symmetrical 
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development  of  head,  heart,  and  hand,  so  that  the  boy  with  a  wider 
knowledge  of  his  own  capacities  may  be  prepared  to  select  more 
wisely  from  the  possibilities  that  lie  before  him  that  for  which  he 
is  best  adapted. 

Men  Instead  of  Women  as  Principals. 

The  question  of  the  relative  fitness  of  men  and  women  for  prin- 
cipalships  is  complicated  with  the  question  of  remuneration.  Owing 
to  the  small  salaries  offered  and  other  circumstances  connected  with 
the  teaching  profession,  it  is  difficult  to  secare  first-class  men,  for  any 
but  the  better  positions,  whereas  women  of  equal  or  superior  ability 
consent  to  work  for  much  less.  If  the  salaries  were  equal  for  men 
and  women  and  were  such  as  to  attract  the  best  men,  then  I  would 
unhesitatingly  say  that  as  a  rule  men  should  be  in  charge  of  all  our 
large  schools,  whether  such  schools  be  composed  of  boys  or  girls,  or 
both. 

But  as  to  what  is  best  in  the  present  circumstances,  I  reported  in 
June  as  follows : — For  a  somewhat  full  discussion  of  the  general 
question  as  to  the  desirable  proportions  of  male  and  female  teachers 
in  our  public  schools,  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  my  Report  for  1898. 

For  the  reasons  there  given,  I  still  believe  that  if  we  could  get 
good  male  teachers,  there  should  be,  in  the  departments  above  grade 
IV,  as  many  ma^e  teachers  as  there  are  female  teachers.  But  there 
are  many  practical  difficulties  in  carrying  out  this  theory. 
Although  we  offisr  assistant  male  teachers  a  regular  salary  of  $700, 
which  is  55  per  cent,  more  than  that  for  which  the  best  female 
assistants  can  be  obtained,  yet  the  only  good  men  who  offer  are 
those  who  wish  to  make  our  schools  a  stepping-stone  to  some  other 
profession.  Before  they  can  well  adapt  themselves  to  the  situation 
they  resign  for  something  better. 

The  same  general  principles  apply  to  the  schools  in  question.  It 
happens  that  at  the  present  time  the  female  principals  in  charge  are 
exceptionally  shifted,  not  only  as  teachers,  but  also  as  to  their 
ability  to  help  their  assistants  and  to  manage  pupils.  This  will  be 
readily  admitted  by  all  familiar  with  their  work  and  with  the 
circumstances. 

To  replace  them  by  male  principals  would  require  the  first  year 
an  additional  expenditure  of  S4.50,  and  as  the  salaries  rose  to  the 
normal  standard  the  additional  expenditure  would  be  $1,C00  a  year. 
I  do  not  believe  that  in  the  present  circumstances  there  would  be  a 
corresponding  increase  in  the  advantages  to  the  ratepayers.  The 
chances  are  that  the  moral  influences  and  the  teaching  skill  would 
not  for  some  time  be  as  good  as  they  are  now. 

Besides,  the  reasons  for  making  similar  changes  in  other  schools 
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Are  equally  stron?,  and  this  would  probably  not  be  effected  without 
-an  initial  expeuditare  of  S3,000  a  year  and  of  $2,000  a  year  after- 
wards. 

There  are,  of  course,  two  sides  to  this  question.  In  Minneapolis, 
-a  (dty  five  times  as  lar^  as  Halifax,  there  are  schools  of  20  depart- 
ments with  over  a  thousand  pupils,  boys  and  girla  bother,  from  5 
to  16  years  of  age,  where  not  a  single  man  is  employed,  and  yet 
Uinneapolis  is  noted  for  the  excellence  of  its  schools. 

Those  parts  of  the  United  States  which  have  the  best  schools  are 
also  those  parts  which  have  the  largest  proportion  of  female  teach- 
-ers.  Male  teachers  are  largely  employed  in  the  South  where  educa- 
"tion  is  in  a  most  backward  state. 

In  our  own  province  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  rural  schools, 
where  boys  and  girls  are  educated  together  up  to  the  tenth  grade, 
«re  successfully  managed  by  women,  so  well  that,  in  the  colleges, 
country  boys  stand  as  high  as  city  hoys. 

Women  are  better  Btted  than  men  to  appreciate  and  sympathize 
with  the  child's  way  of  looking  at  things  and  of  apprehending  facts. 
They  possess  a  stronger  moral  influence  and  are  content  to  work  for 
lower  salaries  than  men  of  equal  educational  qualifications. 

In  view  of  these  facts  I  consider  it  to  be  my  duty,  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  public,  to  recommend  that  for  the  present  no 
change  be  made  in  the  principalshi ps  of  the  three  schools  in  ques- 
tion, but  that  as  soon  as  the  time  is  opportune  two  male  teachers  be 
placed  in  Compton  Avenue  School  and  possibly  one  in  each  of  the 
others  as  they  grow  larger. 

School  Exhibits 

The  work  shown  in  the  Educational  Department  of  the  Provin- 
cial Exhibition  this  year  was  mainly  from  the  Halifax  Schools. 

College  St.  School  had  the  largest  exhibit.  It  consisted  of  a  good 
variety  of  excellent  drawings,  specimens  of  penmanship,  needle 
work,  maps,  etc. 

Alexandra  School  had  a  small  but  choice  collection  of  color  wnrk. 
It  was  prepared  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Lewis  Smith  and  Miss 
Brodie,  showing  the  gradual  development  of  art  work  in  the  several 
grades,  and  demonstrating  the  value  of  expert  teaching.  It  repre- 
sented the  most  modern  and  pedagogical  aspects  of  this  subject  and 
compared  favorably  with  such  work  in  the  schools  of  the  United 
States. 
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The  sewing  from  Miss  Curren  s  department  showed  accurate  and 
systematic  work. 

St,  Patrick's  OxrVa  School  sent  a  large  collection  of  venr  fine 
drawings,  showing  beautiful  original  designs.  The  exhibit  of 
needle  work  was  large  and  of  superior  quality. 

There  was  a  fine  display  of  woodwork  from  the  Industrial  School, 
from  the  Mechanic  Science  department  of  the  Manual  Training 
School  and  from  St.  Patrick's  Home. 

St.  Mary's  Girls*,  Beech  St,  Morris  St.,  Compton  Avenue  and 
Acadian  Schools  had  good  work. 

The  exhibit,  as  a  whole,  with  the  exception  of  the  maps,  was- 
highly  creditable  to  our  teachers  and  pupils.  They  were  awarded 
diplomas  and  medals  as  follows: — 

Diplomas  to  Teachebd. 


Miss  I.  Brodie, 
Sr.  Perpetua, 
Miss  S.  A.  Sims, 

*'     A.  F.  Putnam, 
Sr.  Joseph, 
Mme.  Sullivan, 
Miss  L.  E.  Marshall, 
Sr.  Margaret, 
Miss  Jane  Bruce, 

**    C.  A.  James, 
Mme.  Murray, 
Sr.  Alonzo, 
Miss  I.  M.  Bowden, 
Sr.  Berchmans, 
Sr.  Cecilia, 
Bro.  Remigius, 
Sr.  Dolorita, 
Mr.  C.  L.  Fultz, 
Sr.  Leo, 

Miss  I.  M.  Creighton, 
Sr.  Francis, 
Mr.  Nelson  Gardner, 


Grade  I, 

11. 
II, 

III, 

ti 

IV. 

iC 

V, 

V, 

VI, 
VII, 


ii 

(i 

(( 

(( 

t( 

(( 

t( 

(t 

(t 

t( 

i( 

i. 

(t 

»( 

tk 

(( 

.t 

(( 

(t 

ti 

(( 


Alexandra  School. 

St.  Patrick's  Girls'  School, 

Alexandra  School. 


iC 


ti 


VIII, 
VI, 


St.  Patrick's  Girls'  Schoo.. 

College  St.  School. 

Alexandra  School. 

St.  Mary's  Girls'  School. 

Acadian  School. 

Alexandra  School. 

College  St.  School. 

St.  Patrick's  Girls'  School. 

Beech  St.  School. 

St.  Patrick's  Girls'  School, 
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III, 
VIII, 
VI, 
VIII, 


St.  Patrick's  Home. 

R.  C.  Orphanage.  • 

Industrial  School. 

St.  Mary's  Girls'  School, 

Compton  Avenue  School. 

St.  Patrick's  Giris'  School. 

Manual  Training  School. 


Medai^j  to  Pupius. 


Miss  Elizabeth  McGee, 
Marjorie  Fleming, 
Edna  Tremaine, 
Master  Harold  Metzler, 
David  R.  Lively, 
Herbert  Henry, 
Miss  Daisy  Foley, 
Master  Bernard  Curry, 
Miss  G.  Jefferson, 
Master  Thos.  Halleth, 

Harold  Hancock, 
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tt 


It 


(t 


it 


Drawing. 
Writing. 

Map-drawing. 

Writinj?. 

Map-drawing. 

Sewing. 

Writing. 

Sewing. 

Writing. 

Drawing. 


LiA 
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Rose  Ellis,  Mapn-drawing. 

Gertie  Murphy,  Sewing, 

Master  Olemmie  thanks,  Writing. 
Miss  Blanch  Glendenning,  Science  collection* 

*'    Annie  Moreash,  Writing. 

Master  H.  Martin,  Drawing.  * 

Miss  Elsie  M.  Swan,  Writing. 

**    Mary  Oahill  Drawing. 

**    Marie  Brown,  Modelling. 

**    Minnie  Langille,  ** 

School   Gardens. 

In  visiting  some  schools  in  Boston  recently  I  was  much  interested 
in  their  school  ^rdens.  Their  value  seems  onlv  recently  to  have 
attracted  the  attention  of  our  educationists,  although  in  Europe 
they  have  been  extensively  utilized  for  a  very  long  time.  I  believe 
they  are  capable  of  all  the  good  claimed  for  them,  and  that  we 
should  study  the  subject  with  a  view  of  experimenting  in  the  new 
Quinpool  Road  school,  at  Bloomfield  and  other  schools  having  suit- 
able grounds. 

The  advantages  are  so  well  set  forth  by  Principal  Bright  that  I 
shall  quote  from  him  condensing  where  desirable: — 

*^"  Through  the  school  garden  the  teaching  of  the  school  is  brought 
into  contact  with  the  lives  and  experiences  of  the  children.  The 
home  interests  are  reached  as  directly  as  those  of  the  school.  The 
tiny  garden  is  almost  sure  to  be  duplicated  at  the  home,  and  this 
alone  is  worth  the  whole  effort  The  interest  of  the  parents  will 
naturally  extend  from  the  school  garden  to  other  school  work  and  be 
the  cause  of  its  betterment.  The  responsibility  of  each  child  for  his 
own  little  garden  develops  strength  and  independence  of  character. 
Nothing  but  honest  effort  can  win  and  this  effort  involves  judgment 
as  well  as  physical  exertion.  The  great  variety  of  plants  in  which 
the  children  are  personall}^  interested  makes  ideal  conditions  for 
nature-study,  and  it  will  be  a  study  of  life  and  growth  rather  than 
of  death  and  dissection." 

The  beauty  of  the  school  garden  arrangement  develops  taste 
which  is  sure  to  react  upon  the  home  premises — doubly  so  because 
both  parents  and  children  are  interested. 

Related  topics  of  study,  as  reading,  drawing  and  painting,  lan- 
guage and  composition,  literature,  geography,  and  number  almost 
of  necessity  range  themselves  alongside  the  garden  lessons.  The 
healthy  out-of-door  physical  exercises  would  justify  all  that  the 
garden  costs.  The  children  learn  to  respect  honest  labor.  New 
phases  of  child  nature  are  opened  to  the  teacher.  Through  school 
and  home  improvement  and  beautiful  environment  the  young  people 
become  interested  in  civic  improvement  of  the  neighborhood,  ward, 
or  city,  and  thus  the  study  of  civics  is  begun  at  the  right  end. 
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Through  the  help  and  eacoumgement  of  Sir  Wm.  Maedonald  &. 
group  of  Rchool  sections  at  Truro  have  established  model  school 
gardeus  in  which  the  parents  and  their  childreo  are  greatly 
interested. 

It  would  not  be  well  that  the  Halifax  schools  shoald  be  found 
behind  in  any  important  movement  of  acknowledt^  merit 


■  Respectfully  submitted. 


A.  McEAY, 

Supervitor. 


Halifax,  26th  November,  1903. 
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Halifax  InstitDtion  fop  tfae  Deaf  and  Damb,  1908. 


A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq,,  Ll.  D., 

Huperintendent  of  Education. 

Sir, — I  beg  to  submit  for  your  coDBideratioD  a  short  report  of 
the  work  of  this  school  since  Jaa.  1st,  1903. 

The  total  attendaQce  in  that  period  has  been  111.  Nine  popils 
left  at  the  end  of  last  session,  and  fourteen  new  pupils  have  been 
admitted  since  September  of  this  year.  Six  pupils  who  have  not 
yet  completed  their  time  are  expected  to  return  later. 

The  health  of  the  pupils  has  been  good,  and  with  one  exception 
there  was  no  serious  case  of  illness  during  the  year.  This  was  the 
case  of  Barton  Mackie,  a  boy  from  Lunenburg  county,  who  devel- 
oped tubercular  trouble  from  grippe  and  died  at  hie  home  at  the 
end  of  May. 

I  would  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  query  in 
the  teachers'  return  sheets  regarding  the  presence  of  deaf  children 
in  the  respective  schoat  sections  seems  to  have  become  a  dead  letter, 
as  no  communications  have  been  received  by  me  from  either  teach- 
ers or  school  inspectors  for  two  years  at  least.  This  is  to  be 
regretted  as  the  information  formerly  supplied  was  very  helpful. 

The  work  of  the  school  is  going  forward  most  satisfactorily,  every 
teacher  being  thoroughly  in  earnest  and  good  results  are  being  pro- 
duced. Miss  F.  F.  Carter,  Miss  Uonrod,  Miss  Fanning  and  Mr.  G. 
Bateman  have  been  appointed  to  positions  on  the  stan  to  take  the 
places  of  four  teachers  who  resigned  last  June. 

Yours,  respectfully, 
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(II.) 

HAUFAX  SCHOOL  FOB  THE  BUND,  Dbg.  1st,  1908. 


[EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF 
MANAGERS.] 


Personal    Visits. 

There  are  many  persons  in  the  city  of  Halifax,  as  well  a.s  in 
other  parts  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  and  NewfouDdland,  who 
have  little  or  no  idea  of  what  goci  on  in  a  school  for  the  blind. 
Some  people  imagine  that  it  in  a  home  in  which  lilind  people  are 
cared  for  during  life  ;  others,  that  it  is  ii.  schixtl  in  which  young 
blind  per8on<i  are  taught  and  trained  by  some  mystical  methoils 
unknown  to  the  profeaaiona!  educationist  Some  persons  imagine 
that  the  atmosphere  of  a  school  for  the  blind  must  needs  be  sad 
and  depressing,  and  that  the  consciousness  of  lack  of  sight  must 
ever  be  uppermost  in  the  minds  of  the  pupils.  Others,  again,  have 
no  adequate  conception  of  the  capabilities  of  the  blind,  individually 
or  collective'y,  and  when  a  person  deprived  of  eight  comes  before 
the  pub'ic  and  excek  in  any  particular  respect,  they  at  once  regard 
him  as  a  prodigy  and  look  upon  his  attainments  as  phenomenal. 
The  best  and  surest  way  to  obtain  a  correct  idea  of  the  school,  and 
of  the  work  it  is  doing,  is  to  visit  the  institution  and  thoroughly 
inopect  its  several  departments.  Such  an  inspection  would  at  once 
satisfy  the  visitor  that  this  i.'4  not  an  asylum  or  refuge  for  aged 
blind  pei-aons:  that  the  methods  of  teaching  are  precisely  the  same 
as  tlioso  employcl  in  s:ho,)ls  for  children  with  sight;  and  that  the 
only  dilieruncu  worthy  of  note  is  the  sijh<itituticn  of  appliances 
suited  tu  the  sense  of  t'>uch  in  the  place  of  thu.se  ailapted  to  the 
sense  of  sight.  The  visitor  would  at  once  he  impressed  with  the 
bright  and  cheery  atmosphere  of  the  school,  and  when  he  fully 
reali;!e<I  that  blindness  has  come  to  ln^  sec  nid  nature  to  the  pupils, 
and  that  not  for  one  minute  in  the  ^fursu  of  the  day  did  they  fret 
or  mourn  over  their  hvck  of  sifjlit,  lie  would  begin  to  thick,  and 
thinking  he  would  cmne  to  und>rrst>ind  that  with  education  four 
Ken-<es  may  be  trained  to  do  the  work  of  tive.  an  I  that  the  beauties 
of  th>:  world  abou^  us  may  he  appreliL^nded,  appreciated,  and 
thoroughly  enjoyed  by  one  deprived  of  sight. 

If  the  visitor  had  time  for  periolical  inspection  of  the  depart- 
ments of  the  schixtl,  he  would  learn  that  there  is  practically  little 
or  no  difTcrence  in  temperament  or  capucity  between  one  hundred 
boys  and  girls  with  sight   and  an  equal  number  of  blind  children. 
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He  would  realize  that  the  cortioulum  of  the  school  covers  all  the 
subjects  taught  in  our  public  schoolB,  aud  that  iu  addition,  the 
pupils  are  receiving  a  practical  training  in  special  lines  oE  work,  bo 
«8  to  enable  them  to  take  their  places  in  the  world  as  useEul  men 
■and  women. 

Your  Board  is  desirous  that  the  school  and  its  work  sbonld  be 
fully  utiderstood,  aa'l  now  that  the  new  and  commodious  building 
for  school  purposes  is  about  to  be  occupied,  they  are  particularly 
Anxious  that  our  business  and  professional  men  should  visit  the 
instiintion  and  see  fcr  themselves  what  is  being  done  for  the  educa- 
tion of  those  depiived  of  sight 

Legislative  Sdpport. 

It  is  now  twenty-one  years  since  the  Legislature  of  Nova  Scotia 
adopted  the  Act  making  education  free  to  the  Blind  of  this  province. 
The  Act  has  worked  smoothly  and  satisfactorily,  and  has  proved  a 
blessing  to  many  boys  and  girls  who  would  otherwise  have  been 
debarred  from  educational  privileges.  The  Act  for  the  free  educa- 
tion of  the  Blind  in  New  Brunswick  was  adopted  eleven  years  ago. 
Its  provisions  are  practically  the  same  as  those  of  the  Nova  Scotia 
Act,  and  its  r*:'3Ults  have  been  equally  advantageous  to  the  blind 
youth  of  our  sister  province. 

The  Government  and  Legislature  of  Prince  Edward  Island  have 
not  as  yet  made  education  free  to  the  blind  of  tlitt  province  as  it  is 
to  those  with  Hight,  but  a  small  annual  grant  i^  made  to  this  institu- 
tion which,  with  a  grant  from  the  city  of  Charlottetown  amounted 
for  the  pust  school  year  to  six  hundred  dollars.  In  view  of  the 
increased  attendance  of  Prince  Edward  Island  pupils,  and  the 
inadequacy  of  the  past  grants,  your  Board  sincerely  trusts  that  the 
Prince  Edwaid  Inland  Government  will  give  the  mutter  of  the 
education  of  the  Ijlind  their  earnest  cjnsiderution  and  that  legisla- 
tion may  be  enacted  which  will  place  ihe  blind  of  the  Island  Pro- 
vince on  the  same  fooling  as  those  iu  Nova  Scotia  and  New 
Brunswick. 

Your  Board  is  plea«ed  to  report  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
pupili*  from  Newfoundland  attending  th's  school.  The  number  of 
schoolable  blind  persons  in  Newfoundland  will  not  exceed  twenty- 
four,  and  it  is  a  satisfaction  to  kni)W  that  nearly  on"  half  of  these 
are  umler  instruction.  The  people  in  Newfoundland  have  evinced  a 
det-p  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  hlind,  and  the  government  has 
agreed  lo  give  the  matti-r  of  the  education  of  the  hlind  their  fullest 
consideration,  and  to  take  such  steps  as  will  place  education  within 
reach  of  every  blind  child  in  the  Colony. 

The  New  School  Builpino. 

Our  new  school  building,  which  is  ao  much  required,  will  be  readv 
for  occopation  early  in  the  new  year.     It  is  a  substantial  bricK 
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^tructare  one  hundred  and  thirty  feet  in  leofrth  by  seventy-one  io 
breadth,  and  contains  four  stories,  including  the  basement  Thfr 
building  is  faced  with  pressed  bricli  and  trimmed  with  freestone. 
It  presents  a  handsome  appearance,  and  is  a  6ne  addition  to  the 
property  of  the  school.  The  support  that  has  been  ?iven  to  us  by 
the  Legislature  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  by  the  friends  of  the  blind,  in 
carrying  out  this  work  has  been  most  timely,  aod  has  enabled  ua  to 
make  a  great  step  forward  in  the  education  of  the  blind. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 

[Extracts  from  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the 
School  for  the  Blind] 

C.  F.  Fraser,  Ll.  D. 

December  Ist,  1903. 

Literary  Department. 

This  department  has  been  re-organized.  Under  the  new  arrange- 
mi'ut  six  divisions  have  been  formed,  the  work  of  each  division 
covering  a  period  of  two  years.  The  primary  work,  including 
Kindergarten  training,  will  occupy  four  years;  the  three  Grammar 
School  grades,  six  years ;  and  the  high  school  course,  two  years. 
Ungraded  classes  have  been  established  for  the  benefit  of  such 
pupils  as  cannot  follow  to  advantage  the  regular  course  of  study. 

Teaching  Staff. 

During  the  past  year  a  lew  changes  have  been  made  in  our  teach* 
ing  s'aff.  Prnfcssor  Lanoe,  teacher  of  French,  has  been  succeeded 
by  his  a''sistant,  Miss  Bowea.  Uiss  Josie  Cox,  of  Traro,  has  been 
engaged  to  assist  Miss  Howe  in  conducting  the  Junior  Department 
of  the  school. 

Our  Purpose. 

The  purpose  of  this  school  is  to  give  to  the  pupils  such  a  training 
OS  will  enable  them  to  become  self-supporting.  Eighty  outof  every 
hundred  pupils  trained  in  the  school  have  been  able  to  earn  their 
own  living  Thia  triumph  of  modern  education  has  been  the  oat- 
come  of  long  years  of  patient  experiment.  Blind  persons  con  be 
trained  as  teachers  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  and  as  piano- 
forte tuners.  A  fair  percentage  may  be  trained  for  commercial  life. 
A  Htill  smaller  percentage  may  be  taught  to  earn  their  living  by 
some  handicraft.  The  practice  of  Masaage  and  Shampooing  hu 
opened  up  a  new  tield  of  occupation  for  the  blind. 

Graduates. 

Among  the  graduates  of  the  past  year  the  following  deserve 
SD9Cial  mention : — 
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Miss  Jennie  Mnise,  Yarmoath,  N.  S, 
Miss  Lulu  Uurtis,  Onel'-w,  N.  S. 
Mim  Mary  McDooal'l,  Welaford,  N.  B. 
J.  Htllis  LindBay,  Woodstock,  N.  B. 
pRol  Duffy,  Hillsboro.  N.  B. 
John  A.  McDonald,  Olossburn,  N.  S. 
Augaatus  Morgan,  Salmon  Cove,  Nfld. 
E(>hraiin  Chapman,  Amherst,  N.  S. 

These  graduates  are  exceptionally  bright  and  intelligeat  young' 
people,  and  they  are  destined  to  win  many  laurels  for  themselves 
and  for  the  school. 

FuBuc  MEErriMcia. 

During  the  year  thirty-one  public  meetings  were  held  in  Nova 
Scotia,  New  Brunswick  and  Newfoundland.  Our  reception  in  the 
cities  Hod  towoii  visited  was  most  gratifying.  The  andiences  were 
invariable  Isrgn  and  appreciative,  and  great  interest  was  evinced  in 
the  S('ho<  1  and  musical  exercises  performed  by  the  pupils.  These 
meetings  widen  the  interest  in  the  work  of  the  institution  and  pave 
the  way  for  the  success  of  our  graduates. 

BuiLDiNQ  Fund. 

The  public  have  been  told  of  the  liberality  of  the  Legislature  of 
Nova  Scutia  in  appropriating  twenty  thousand  dollars  towards  the 
bailding  now  nearing  completion,  and  they  have  been  asked  to 
Buppletiient  this  grant  to  the  best  of  their  ability  so  that  the  work 
of  the  infltitution  shoald  not  in  any  way  be  checked  or  hindered  by 
too  great  a  l>urdeii  of  debt.  The  response  of  the  public  hai>  been 
most  encouraging,  and  the  subscriptions  now  reach  twenty  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ti(ty  dollars. 

The  New  Bdildino. 

The  new  building  will  contain  two  playrooms  or  gymnasiums,  a 
swimmmg  pool  ana  lavatories,  a  manual  training  room,  a  workshop, 
a  priming  office,  eight  school  rooms,  a  museum,  an  assembly  hall, 
twenty-eight  practice,  and  four  tuning  rooms.  It  also  has  sleeping 
accommodation  for  forty  pupils. 

AlTKNDANCE. 

During  the  past  year  one  hundred  and  forty-two  blind  persons 
have  been  under  instruction,  eighty-seven  of  whom  were  males  and 
fifty-five  females.  Eighteen  of  these  have  graduated  or  remained 
at  home,  mnking  the  total  number  registered  December  1st,  1903, 
one  hamlred  nnd  twenty-four,  of  whom  seventy-seven  are  males 
sod  forty-Sdven  females.  Of  these  seventy  seven  are  from 
tiie  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  twenty-eight  from  New  Brunswick, 
eiffht  from  Prince  Edward  Island,  and  eleven  from  Newfoundland. 
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(III.) 

VICTORIA  SCHOOL  OF  ART  AND  DESIGN,  HALIFAX. 


(Incorporated  1888.) 


DIRECTORS : 

Ex'offixsio — The^  Superintendent  of  Education. 
The  Mayor  of  Halifax. 

Mrs.  J.  Morrow,  Mrs.  Davis, 

Miss  E.  Ritchie,  Mrs.  Chas.  Archibald, 

Mr.  J.  E.  Roy,  Mr.  J.  Dempster, 

Col.  F.  H.  Oxley,  Mr,  J.  C.  Mackintosh, 

Mr.  D.  Keith,  Hon.  Senator  Power, 

Mr.  J.  C.  O'Mullin,  Mrs.  English, 

Miss  M.  Murphy,  Mr.  A.  McKay. 

Auditor : 
J.  C.  Mackintosh. 


President 

Vice-President  Hon.  Senator  Power, 

Treasurer    CoL.  F.  H.  OxLEY, 

Secretary A.  McKay, 

Assistant  Secretary Miss  M.  E.  Qraham. 


TEACHING  STAFF,  1903-2003: 

Principal, 
H.  M.  Rosenberg. 

Assistani  Teachers, 

Mechanical  Drawing H.  E.  Gates. 

Saturday  Class  Miss  M.  K  G 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  FOR  1902-1903. 

To  A.  H.  MacKay,  LlD.,  FR.S.C., 

Superintendent  of  Education,  Province  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Snt. — The  Directors  purchased  a  large  building  for  which  they 
paid  S6,000.  They  had  it  remodelled  U>  serve  the  purpose  of  the 
Art  School,  at  an  expense  of  $3,500.  It  is  admirably  situated 
opposite  the  Grand  Parade,  and  is  now  well  adapted  for  the  use  of 
the  school 

The  work  of  the  first  term  was  greatly  interrupted,  and  the 
attendance  for  the  whole  year  greatly  reduced  by  delay  in  repairs 
to  the  building. 

An  interesting  class  in  Mechanical  Drawing  was  opened  in  Dal- 
housie  College  by  the  Art  School  for  the  students  of  the  Mining 
School. 

Free  scholarships  were  awarded  to  seven  pupils  of  the  public 
schools,  and  also  to  a  few  persons  who  gave  promise  of  more  than 
ordinary  artistic  talent 

With  a  convenient  building  and  good  class-rooms  owned  by  the 
school,  it  is  now  expected  that  the  school  will  be  much  more  pros-< 
perous  than  ever  before. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


A.  McKAY, 

Secretary, 


The  Victoria    School   of  Art  and   Design  in   account  with 

THE  Treasurer. 

Dr. 

To  expenses  for  the  year  ended  July  31st,  1903: — 

"  Paid  salaries 1313  99 

'      Models,  supplies  and  labor 107  79 

*  Rent  and  taxes 62  51 

'      Fuel  and  light HI  89 

*  Advertising  and  printing    78  01 

*  Fire  insurance 147  73 

Janitor  ...../• 32  00 


« 


S1853  92 

"  Balance  overdrawn  Aug.  1,  1902    945  60 

^  Cost  of  building  to  date    9233  63 

Less  from  building  fund  8000  00   1233  63 


SPECIAL  ItTSriTUTiOHa. 


InmatTnents : — 

Halifax  City  Consols 49fi0  OO 

Balance  Bank  Nova  Scotia 236  30 


Ce. 
By  Balance  credit : — 

Endowment  funds    7827  40 

School  fees  collected    232  75 

Government  grant   800  00 

Sale  of  Htone 1  AO 

Sabscriptioos  received 6  (10 

Interest  from  investments 351  80 


Halifax, 

SIst  July,  1903. 


Examined  and  found  correct, 

J.  C.  Mackintosh. 


Fred.  H.  Oxlet, 

Son.  TTeaaur&r. 


HEAD  MASTER'S  REPORT. 

2*0  tfu  Directors  oftlie  Victoria  Sr.kool  of  Art  and  Design  : 

Owinp  to  the  circumstance  of  moving  into  temporary  quarters, 
the  schnol  last  year  did  not  present  an  encouraging  appearance^ 
Even  the  regular  students  found  theniRelves  too  far  from  their 
homes  to  attend,  and  the  number  of  new  enrolments  was  not  large 
enough  to  maintain  the  general  average. 

In  the  various  departments  the  aggregate  of  students  was  aboat 
100, — 67  in  the  free-hand  department,  including  day  and  evening 
classes ;  the  remainder  divided  between  the  mechanical  and  archi- 
tectural classes. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


Halifax,  20tb  November,  1903. 


H.  M.  ROSENBERG. 
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(IV.) 

HALIFAX  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

For  year  ended  April  SOth,  1903. 


M.  A.  Curry,  M.  D President 

L.  M.  Silver,  M.  B Registrar. 

C.  Dickey  Murray,  M.  B Secretary. 


No.  of  regular  Professors,  16;  Lecturers  and  Demonstrators,  12. 

No.  of  Undergraduates :  First  Year,  21 ;  Second  Year,  17 ;  Third 
Year.  17 ;  Fourth  Year,  21 ;  General  Students,  2 ;  Total  Students, 
76 ;  67  males,  9  females. 

Total  number  of  Graduates,  M.  D.  C.  M.,  including  those  who 
have  taken  diplomas  from  Dalhousie  University,  174. 

The  Thirty-sixth  Session  opens  September,  1904,  and  will  con- 
tinue for  the  eight  months  following. 

The  College  building  is  admirably  suited  for  the  purpose  of 
medical  teaching,  and  is  in  close  proximity  to  the  Victoria  General 
Hospital,  the  City  Alms  House,  and  Dalhousie  College.  . 

A  large  wing  has  been  added  to  the  college,  supplying  Histolog- 
ical and  Bacteriological  Laboratories,  etc.,  which  have  been  fur- 
nished with  microscopes  and  other  apparatus  necessary  for  practical 
work* 

The  recent  enlargement    and  improvements  at   the    Victoria 

General  Hospital  have  increased  the  clinical  facilities,  which  are 

now  unsurpassed,  every  student  having  ample  opportunities  for 
practical  work. 

The  course  extends  over  4  years  and  has  been  carefully  graded, 
«o  that  the  student's  time  is  not  wasted. 

The  following  will  be  the  curriculum  for  M.  D.,  C.  M.  degrees : 

Matriculation — The  preliminary  examination  prescribed  by 
the  N.  S.  Medical  Act,  or  a  recognized  equivalent. 
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Ist  Year. — Inorganic  Chemistry,  with  Laboratory  work,  Anatomy^ 
Practical  Anatomy,  Histology,  Botany  and  Zoology. 

(Pass  Primary  M.  D,  C.  M.  Examination,  Sect.  A,  in  Inorganic- 
Chemistry,  Histology,  Junior  Anatomy,  Botany  and  Zoology). 

2nd  Year. — Organic  and  Medical  Chemistrv  with  Laboratory 
work.  Anatomy,  Practical  Anatomy,  Materia  Medica,  Physiology, 
Practical  Chemistry,  and  Practical  Materia  Medica. 

(Pass  Primary  M.  D.,  C.  M.  Examination,  Sect.  B,  in  Anatomy, 
Physiology,  and  Chemistry). 

3rd  Year. — Surgery,  Medicine,  Obstetrics,  Medical  Jurisprudence, 
Practical  Pathology.  Hygiene,  Clinical  Surgery,  Clinical  Medicine, 
Pathology,  Bacteriology,  Practical  Surgery,  Practical  Medicine, 
Practical  Obstetrics,  Therapeutics,  Dispensary  and  Hospital. 

(Pass  Final  M.  D.,  C.  M.  Examination,  Sect.  A,  in  Medical  Juris- 
prudence and  Hygiene,  Pathology  and  Bacteriology,  Materia 
Medica  and  Therapeutias). 

4th  Year. — Surgery,  Medicine,  Operative  Obstetrics,  Gynaecology 
and  Diseases  of  Children,  Opthalmology,  Otology,  Clinical  Medi- 
cine, Clinical  Surgery,  Operative  Surgery,  Practical  Obstetrics, 
Hospital  and  Vaccination. 

(Pass  Final  M.  D.,  C.  M.  Examination  in  Surgery,  Clinical  Sur- 
gery, Medicine,  Clinical  Medicine,  Obstetrics,  and  Diseases  of 
Women  and  Children). 
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(V.) 

THE  VICTORIA   GENERAL   HOSPITAL. 

Halifax,  N.  S. 

The  Training  School  for  Narses  was  established  twelve  years 
ago. 

The  term  is  two  years,  plus  two  months  probation. 

Applicants  must  be  twenty,  and  not  over  thirty-five  years  of  age. 

The  course  of  instruction  includes  a  training  in  the  principles  and 

f practice  of  nursing.    Physiology,  Anatomy  and  Hygiene  are  studied 
rom  text-book.     Our  classes  are  conducted  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Nurses. 

The  following  text-books  are  used : — 

Practice  and  Principles  of  Nursing Stoney, 

Fever  Nursing    J,  C.  Wilson. 

Obstetric  Nursing ; FiUlerton. 

Anatomy  and  Physiology Kimber. 

Materia  Medica , Stoney, 

Collateral  reading 

The  Care  of  the  Insane Granger. 

Text-book  on  Nursing Hampton. 

English  Nursing  Journal. 
American  Nursing  Journal. 

Lectures  and  demonstration  on  practical  points  are  given  by  the 
attending  Ph^  sicians  and  Surgeons  and  the  Home  Staff. 

lectures  on   doses  and  the  administration  of  drugs  are  given  by 
the  Pharmacist. 

Lectures  in  cooking  and  serving  food  are  given  by  the  House- 
keeper. 

Nurses  in  training,  about  twenty-6ve ;  besides  which  there  are 
about  eight  graduate  nurses  on  the  staff. 

Nurses  who  graduated  during  the  year : — 

Miss  Susan  Curry    Pictou. 

"     Mary  McKiel Halifax. 

"     Emma  Norton Kings  Co. 

**     Emma  Eemp Halifax. 


W.  W.  KENNEY, 

SuperiniendenL 
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(VI.) 

NOVA  SCOTIA  HOSPITAL. 

Halifax,  N.  S. 


TRAINING  SCHOOL  FOR  NURSES.  NOVA  SCOTIA 
HOSPITAL. 

W.  H.  Hattib,  U.  D.,  UeJical  Superiateodent 
Miss  H.  Sampson,  Saperintendeat  of  Nurses. 


Namber  of  pupils  now  in  traiDing — Seniors. . 
J  uuiors . . 


Graduates,  1903. 

Alberta  Leona  Mackenzie  (1). 
Maude  Selina  Patterson. 
Howard  Clinton  Smith  v2). 

(1)  Awarded  DeWoif  Medal. 

(2)  Awarded  Staff  Prize. 

Detailed  information  is  contained  in  the  annunl  reports  of  the 
hospital,  which  can  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Medical 
Superintendent. 

W.  H.  HATTIE, 

Medical  Saperintendent. 


(Vll). 

ABERDEEN   HOSPITAL. 

New  Glasgow,  N.  S.,  1903. 

The  Training  School  was  established  with  the  opeoiag  of  tlie 
Hospital,  1897. 

The  course  of  instruction  covers  three  years,  including  disfcrict 
-work. 

There  are  10  pupil  nurses  and  a  head  nurse  on  the  staff,  and  sooh 
is  ^e  demand  for  numing  sf^rvice  in  the  district  and  among  private 
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familiea,  that  not  one  third  of  the  work  could  be  undertaken  outaide 
of  the  hospital 

There  were  400  visits  made  in  the  district,   and   27  weeks  of 
private  narsing. 

Lectares  aiid  demonstrations  are  pvea  weekly  hy  members  of 
4he  Medical  Staff  and  the  Superintendent. 

The  lectures  of  the  Junior  Year  comprise : — 

Narsing  Ethics 3 

Anatomy 8 

Pbysology 6 

Medical  Nursing 5 

Materia  Medica 4 

Surgical  Nursing 6 

INTERMEDIATE   TBAB. 

Obstetrics 6 

Surffical  Nursing 8 

Medica]  Nursing. , , '. 7 

O  mtsi^ious  Diseases 6 

Materia  M  edtca 4 

SENIOR   YEAR. 

Children's  Diseases   6 

Eye,  Ear.  Nose  and  Throat   6 

Obstetrics 4 

Mental  and  Nervoua  Diseases 4 

Diseases  of  the  Skin 2 

Urinary  Analysis   2 

Hygiene 4 

The  foliowiag  test  books  are  used  : — 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Nursing Stoney. 

Anatomy  aud  Physiology Kimber. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Naraiug Hampton. 

Obstetrics Fvllerton. 

Materia  Medica Dock. 

Owing  to  unforeseen  events  there  was  only  one  graduate  in  1903 : 

Mre.  H.  A.  Taffin Lingan,  C.  B. 

Yours  truly, 

Jessie  M.  Sheraton,  Swpt. 
To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Edueation. 
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(VIII.) 

NOVA   SCOTIA   SCHOOL  OF  HORTICULTURE. 


WOLFVILLE,   >*.    S.,   1903. 

To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
Nova  Scotia  School  of  Horticulture  for  the  year  1902-1903. 

The  attendance  has  been  fully  up  to  the  average,  being  sixty- 
four  for  the  vear.     Of  this  number,  seven  were  from   New  Bnins- 

to 

wick,  two  from  England,  and  tifty-tive  from  Nova  Scotia. 

While  the  course  of  study  has  remained  practically  the  same, 
only  a  few  minor  changes  being  made  in  the  matter  of  text- books, 
yet  we  have  in  several  ways  attempted  to  render  our  class  work 
more  efficient  and  interesting  to  students.  For  example,  in  the 
Horticulture  class  we  had  a  grafting  contest,  each  student  being 
given  enough  apple  stocks  to  make  one  hundred  root-grafts  which 
were  to  l»e  his  property  when  completed,  and  a  prize  consisting  of  a 
copy  of  Prof.  Bailey's  "  Horticulturists'  Rule  Book  "  being  offered  to 
the  student  making  the  best  grafts  The  scions  were  furnished  by 
the  students  themselves  of  whatever  varieties  they  wished  to  pro- 
pagate, and  at  the  conclusion,  Mr.  K.  W  Starr  whs  asked  to  judge 
the  grafts.  He  awarded  first  place  to  Frank  C.  Harris,  of  Anna- 
polis, who  scored  19  out  of  a  possible  20  points. 

In  the  class  in  Entomology  especial  attention  was  given  to  the 
San  Jose  scale  in  the  hope  of  safc-guardmg  our  fruit  interests  to 
some  extent  at  least  against  this  pest,  by  .scattering  al<out  the  pro- 
vince a  few  who  would  be  cjualitied  to  p*iss  judgment  on  any  scale 
insects  found  in  their  localities  and  who  might  detect  its  presence 
when  those  unfamilar  with  it  would  not.  A  pamphlet  by  Prof. 
Lochhead,  of  the  Ontiirio  Agricultural  College,  entitled,  "The  San 
Jose  and  other  Scale  In.sects,"  was  used  as  a  text  and  students 
were  taught  to  prepare  scale  insects  for  microscopic  examination 
which  includes  boiling  in  caustic,  potrtsh,  than  in  water,  than 
placing  in  alcohol,  and  lastly  in  a  clearing  solution,  before  mounting 
in  Canada  balsam.  It  is  only  after  preparing  an  insect  in  this 
way  that  it  is  possible  to  say  certainly  whether  it  is  the  dreaded 
San  Jose  scale  or  one  of  its  comparatively  harmless  relations  like 
the  Putnam's  scale. 

We  have  added  largely  to  our  plantings  of  new  varieties  of  fruits- 
in  the  Experimental  Orchard  at  Wolfville,  and  we  now  have  grow- 
ing in  the  orchard  the  following : — 
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62  varieties  of 

apple& 

39 

it 

<t 

pears. 

115 

f( 

peaches. 

76 

** 

« 

plums. 

10 

C( 

cherries. 

10 

II 

apricots. 

4 

M 

nectarines. 

6 

II 

Japanese  chestnuts. 

2 

(1 

European        " 

2 

i« 

1! 

quinces. 

The  greater  part  of  the  peaches  were  set  the  past  spring,  and  my 
reason  for  setting  such  a  large  number  of  varieties  was  that  I  think 
our  growers  stand  in  greater  need  of  reliable  information  regarding 
varieties  of  peaches  than  any  other  kind  of  fruit.  Enough  of  them 
have  been  set  to  show  that  we  can  grow  them  in  the  Annapolis 
Valley  profitably,  and  many  growers  are  feeling  that  peaches  would 
prove  more  profitable  than  plums  if  they  only  knew  what  varieties 
to  set.  But  even  when  a  variety  has  proved  hardy  there  is  the 
greatest  confusion  regarding  what  it  really  is.  I  have  therefore  set 
all  the  old  varieties  and  many  new  ones  hoping  to  clear  up  some  of 
the  doubts  regarding  what  sorts  our  orchardists  are  already 
growing  and  to  secure  a  few  which  may  be  better  adapted  to  our 
•climate  than  any  which  have  as  yet  been  tried  here. 

Already  some  of  our  earlier  settings  in  the  experimental  orchard 
are  beginning  to  bear  fruit,  and  we  have  promises  of  more  in  the 
near  future.  One  plum  in  particular,  the  Late  Orange,  which  we 
imported  from  England  two  years  ago,  and  which  bore  this  past 
season,  gives  promise  of  beinej  a  very  valuable  a<Jdition  to  our  list 
of  market  plums.  It  is  a  handsome  yellow  sort  and  comes  in  after 
most  of  our  present  varieties  are  i  ast,  and  at  a  time  when 
there  is  a  good  demand  for  canning  plums  at  high  prices.  Besides 
being  late  in  ripening  it  also  s»  ems  to  be  a  very  good  keeper  after 
being  picked,  as  is  attested  by  the  tact  that  at  this  date  (Nov.  23rd), 
I  still  have  one  plum  left  and  it  is  in  very  fair  condition. 

We  have  continued  our  experiments  along  the  various  lines 
detailed  in  my  last  report,  and  have  added  a  few  in  spraying  with 
new  materials,  and  in  fertilizers. 

The  model  orchard  work  continues  to  occupy  more  and  more  of  the 
writer's  time,  and  to  give  j^reater  and  greater  promise  for  the  future. 
We  have  now  twenty- three  of  these  orchards  set  and  will  ad«i  five  or 
six  the  coming  spring,  which  will  give  us  at  lea^t  one  in  every 
county  of  the  Province,  and  two  in  many  of  them.  Besides  the 
stimulus  which  these  oicharHs  are  giving  to  fruit  growing  all  over 
the  Province,  and  the  valuable  information  we  are  getting  relative 
to  varieties,  methods  of  culture,  cover-crops,  etc.,  for  the  diflerent 
localities,  the  work  is  putting  us  in  touch  with  the  first  interests  in 
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all  coooties  in  a  way  which  we  could  not  hope  to  attaia  by  any 
other  method.  I  cannot  help  feelinf^  that  as  we  perfect  oar 
methods  in  this  work  and  adapt  them  better  to  the  different  locali- 
ties we  shall  be  able  tu  accomplish  more  and  more  for  (he  froit 
interests  of  the  Province. 

Along  with  onr  model  orchard  work  we  have  pushed  forward  the 
farmers'  institute  work  aa  far  ai  possible,  and  the  two  have  sup- 
plemented each  other  very  well.  We  are  planning  the  ctming 
season  to  hold  spraying  meetings  at  many  ot  the  model  orchards 
and  in  other  localities  where  the  various  operations  of  mixing  and 
applying  the  spraying  materials  will  be  performed  and  ezplaiaed. 
I  am  convinced  that  these  open-air  orchard  meetings  are  the  most 
practical  and  useful  form  that  farmers'  meetin^rs  can  take.  And 
perhaps  we  might  add  that  they  are  the  most  enjoyable  as  well. 

While  keenly  alive  to  the  short-comings  of  the  work  we  have 
done,  I  cannot  help  feeling  tha>  the  past  year  has  been  the  moat 
successful  in  the  history  of  the  institution  when  judged  from  the 
standpoint  of  the  practical  value  of  the  work  accomplished. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir, 

YoQF  obedient  servant, 
F.  C.  SEARS, 

IHreetar. 
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APPENDIX     D. 
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(I) 

SUMMER  SCHOOL  OF  SCIENCE  FOR  THE  ATLANTIC 

PROVINCES  OF  CANADA. 


SESSION,  190S, 

A.  H.  MacEat,  Esq.,  Ll.  D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 

Sir, — I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  seven- 
teenth session  of  the  Summer  School  of  Science  for  the  Atlantic 
Provinces  of  Canada,  which  met  at  Chatham,  N.  B.,  July  21st  to 
August  7th,  1903. 

The  session  was  opened  by  a  public  meeting,  held  in  the  spacious 
assembly  hall  of  the  Chatham  school.  L.  W.  Bailey,  Ll  D.,  presi- 
dent of  the  school,  presided.  Interestidgand  enthusiastic  add' esses 
were  given  by  His  Honor  Lieut-Governor  Snow()all,  His  Worship 
Mayor  Murdock,  Inspector  Mersereau,  Dr.  P.  Cox,  Dr.  J.  McQ.  Bax- 
ter, the  city  clergy,  and  others. 

The  enrolment  of  the  school  for  this  session  was  ninety- -not  so 
large  as  on  some  previous  occasions,  but  there  never  was  more 
interest  manifested  in  thH  work  by  the  student  teachers  present. 
This  was  a  great  source  of  satisfaction  to  the  instructora 

The  sessions  of  the  school  were  held  in  the  tine  new  school  build- 
ing at  Chatham,  which  is  a  source  of  pride  to  its  citizens.  Its  cool 
and  well-equipped  rooms  afforded  pleasant  and  comfortable  accom- 
modation for  the  several  classes. 

The  courtesies  extended  to  the  school  by  His  Honor  Lieut- 
Governor  Snowball  by  Mrs.  Tweedie,  w  fe  of  Premier  Tweedie,  by 
the  members  of  the  Mitamichi  Natural  History  Association,  whose 
rooms  and  collections  were  open  to  the  visitors,  and  the  many 
attentions  bestowed  by  the  citizens  of  C -hatham  will  always  be  a 
pleasant  recollection  to  the  meml)ei*s  of  the  school. 

The  excursions  on  the  broad  Miramichi  river,  with  its  fertile 
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fields,  gently  sloping  to  the  forest  beyond,  the  towns  and  villages 
along  its  hanks  throbbing  with  the  hum  of  industry,  and  the 
opportunity  to  recall  many  scenes  in  the  early  history  of  this  por- 
tion of  the  province,  were  eagerly  taken  advantage  of  by  the 
visitor& 

This  session  of  the  Summer  School  was  characterized  by  the 
diligence  of  the  students,  and  the  marked  improvement  made  by 
them.  As  in  the  past^  great  prominence  was  given  to  JUUi  work, 
the  success  of  which  was  largely  cimtributed  to  by  the  presence  of 
Dr.  Bailey,  Dr.  Hay,  Dr.  Cox,  and  Mr.  Mcintosh. 

The  financial  statement  is  as  follows : — 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance  from  1902 24  64 

Refund  from  St.  Stephen,  N.  B    50  00 

Grant  from  Govt,  of  N.  B 200  00 

N.  S 100  00 

P.  E.  1 60  00 

Advertising  in  Calendar    141  00 

Enrolment  fees    140  00 

Proceeds  of  lectures   31   45 

Sundries 25  95 

S763  04 

EXPENDITUKE. 

Printing,  advertising,  stationery 100  84 

Calendars 141  50 

Postage,  freight,  expressage 90  53 

Class  expenses     19  10 

Instructors  and  officers 224  00 

Expenses  of  lectures 42  10 

Sundries 1  lU  00 

Balance    28  97 

$763  04 

The  next  session  of  the  school  will  be  held  at  Charlottetown,  P. 
E.  I.,  July  12th  to  29ch,  1^04. 

The  following  are  the  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  : 

Fre8ide7iL 
James  Vroom,  Esq., St.  Stephen,  N.  R 
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Viee-tVeaidentt. 


F.  G.  Matthew,  Esq Truro,  N.  S- 

Philip  Cox  Ph.  D.,  Chattiam,  N.  B. 

Alex.  AaderaoD,  Ll.  D Charlottetowa,  P.  El  I. 

Seeretary-Treaaurer. 

J.  D.  Seamin,  Esq Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I. 

Board  of  Diredon. 

The  President,  The  Secretary-Treasurer, 

W.  R.  Camphell,  M.  A.,    Truro.  N.  S. 

S.  A.  St&rratt,  Esq Cambridge  Masa,  U.  S.  A. 

J.  B.  Hall.  Ph.  U., Truro  N  S. 

L.  W.  Bailey,  Ll.  D.,    Fredencton,  N.  B. 

I  have  the  honor  to  W, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  SEAMAN. 

Seeretary. 
Charlottetown,  P.  E.  I.,  Nov.  10,  1903. 
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{II.) 

TEACHERS"  INSTITUTES. 

CAPE  BRETON  ISLAND. 

Inspkctohial  Divisions  7  and  8. 

At  Sydney,  C.  B,,  3rd.  4th  and  5th  September,  1002. 

The  Teachers'  Institute  for  Cape  Breton  and  RichmoDd  counties 
having  been  succevtsfuly  reorganized  (laat  meeting  Si'pt.  18th,  I8K5). 
the  session  of  1902  was  foimully  opened  by  Inspeclor  Macneil  in 
the  AsHembly  Hall  of  the  Cape  Breton  County  Academy  at  Sydney, 
on  the  third  of  September,  1U02. 

The  Teachers  of  Inverness  and  Victoria  conntiefl  were  admitted 
on  equal  terms  so  as  to  practically  form  a  Union  Institute  for  the 
whole  Island  of  Cape  Breton.  One  hundred  and  twenty-five  mem- 
bers were  enrolled,  and  the  following  oHicers  were  elected  : 

President. — M.  J.  T.  Macni'il  In-npcctor  Division  No.  7, 

Hon  Vice-President. — J.  SIcKinuon,  Inspector  Division  No.  8. 

Vice-President. — W.  A.  Crcelman.  Principal  North  Sydney  School. 

Sec.-Treaa — F.  I.  Stewart,  B.A.,  (Lond.),  Principal  Sydney  Schools. 

Assist  Treas. — J.  S  Layton.  Principal  Richmond  Co  Acadtmy. 

Executive  Committee. — J.  Crerir  McDonald,  Baddeck  ;  D.  F. 
McDonnell,  Port  Hood;  C.  W.  Oliver,  Luuisburg;  Miss  Annie 
McKenzie,  North  Sydm'y;  Miss  Annie  Madden,  Arichat. 

PROCRAMME. 
Wedxesdav,  Seitkmber  3rd. 


1 .     Opi'ninf;  address,  Inxi^ctor  Macneil. 

2  Eiirolinfiit  of  menilxTS. 

3  Klectiuu  uf  ntlicerH, 

2xi>  SessiiiN, 

1.  Consolidation  of  SBctioiis,  Inspector  McKinnon. 

2.  Ad.li-esscH.    Dr.    Fun-fst  nml  Dr.  E.   MucKay,  of   Dalbouos 
Univei-sity,  and  luspi-cror  MacdonaM,  of  Antigunisli. 

3.  Teaching  of  history.  Principal  J.  S.  Layton. 
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Excursion  on  Sydney  Harbor. 

Thursday,  September  4th, 


1.  Superannuntinn  of  Teachem,  Principal  Crombie,  Sydney  Mines. 

2.  Teaching  of  Science,  Principal  Calder,  Hankeabury. 

ASTERNOON. 

Visit  to  the  works  of  the  Dominion  Iron  &  Steel  Co. 

Evening. 

Public  meeting.  Mu-ic,  and  addresses  by  Superintendent  of 
EducMtioa,  Inspector  Macneil,  Mayor  Crowe,  of  Sydney,  Mayor 
McKenzie  of  Nonh  Sydney,  Hun.  J.  N.  Armstrong,  and  Rev. 
Clarence  McKinnon. 

Fbidat.  September  Sth, 
9th.  session. 

1.     Mathematics.  F.  I  Stewart,  Srdney. 

2      Living  Wiige  of  Teachers,  E.  T.  MacKeen,  E-iq.,  Sydney. 

3.  Election  of  Delegates  to  Provincial  Educational  Association, 
as  foltows:-Mea«ra.  A.  W.  Woodill,  Sydney ;  W.  S.  Brodie,  Glace 
Bay;  A.  J.  McLennan,  Belie  Cote,  Inv.  Co.;  D.  F.  McDonnell,  Port 
Hood  ;  J.  C.  McDonald.Baildeck. 

Afternoon. 

Exc'irwion  to  Marconi  Towers,  Mines,  Work  Shops  of  Dominion 
Coal  Co.,  and  the  Mira  River. 


CUMBERLAND  AND  WEST  COLCHESTER. 

Inspectorial  Division  10. 

At  Amherst,  5th  and  6th  February,  1903. 

On  tilt!  4lh  ot Kthiutry  thahimy  and  enterprUing citv of  Amherst,  N.  S.,  was  made 
■till  mcjic  hvoly  hy  tlie  arrival  .if  al-iiit  LW  teacliera,  oiiiefly  Imliei.  tram  the  different 

Kt9  r>(  ('umb«t1niid  Htiil  ColcheBter  couniies  to  hold  thdr  uuniial  coiiventioD.  The 
ulifiil  MRtmblj'  hal)  of  ihc  AmliorHt  Acn<lptny  wh«  gaily  decorated  for  the  recep- 
tion lu  [he  vinitinu  tKBuhers.  ami  a  hearty  and  flnbstimial  welcome  was  c attended  to 
them  by  l'r]ncip;iTL>iy  and  hia  active  staff  of  teachcmi.  The  i:onventioD  was  no 
hnU'lay  (jHtlii-riiiH;.  Imt  a  working  oiif  in  every  respect.  FfOtii  the  moment  tliat  the 
pr  Hidi'iit,  liispwtor  I'raig.  calleff  the  first  Be"»ion  to  order  until  the  close  there  was  a 
■cries  of  hrluht  i)ikpera  and  spirited  diacnaaionB,  Itiiti'ned  to  with  marked,  often  eager, 
ibtervKt  ;  and  nn  one  was  niggard  aiiout  time.  The  five  leBSioiiij  of  the  two  day* 
aggrtiga'ed  over  sixteen  houri ;  oiiil  sixteen  hours,  with  intcrmiesioiia  all  too  brief  for 
me^ls  and  sleep.  U  nut  easy  for  (he  listener,  bent  on  digest'iog  and  marking  tor 
future  u«e  the  brightest  educational  thought  and  practice  of  Nova  Scotia  ;  for  DOth 
Halifax  and  Truro  were  well  represented  at  the  meeting. 
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PrcsidcDt  Ciaig's  annual  address  \va«  tU'votcd  to  the  conxick^nition  of  teachers* 
salaries  and  lihniriL'S.  St^itislics  Hliuwed  tliut  salaries  in  ('uniltt-rUnd  and  Crdchester 
had  steadily  declined  in  the  last  tliivc  yciirs,  and  yet  the  supply  uf  teachers  is 
greater  than  the  demand,  alth<iut;h  it  is  nnw  a  pfriod  nf  j^reat  ousincss  ai^tivity, 
when  stenograpliera  and  tyi>ewrittr.s  earn  nuire  rlian  many  teachers.  It  was 
piintod  out  in  the  disuu.ssiun  whioli  folhtutd  that  the  Teachers'  Union  of  Nuva 
ocotia  has  here  a  work  tu  perform  iiiore  inifioit.-int  even  thai>  its  s{>onu1ic  hut  useful 
€ff«irta  to  protect  tea<;hers  in  lawsuits  resulting  from  seventy  hi  their  discipline. 

Let  a  maximum  and  minimum  salary  l>e  H\ed  upon  the  asMe<se<l  property  Talue  of 
each  district,  and  let  the  teachtrs  plcilfie  thentselvcs  not  to  accept  less  jVlemliersbip 
in  the  union  cohts  onlv  twenty  Hve  cents,  a  fee  that  excludes  nnne.  Underhiddius 
may  thus  be  ruled  out,  an<l  l)e  made  degrading  in  practice.  For  wealthy  districts, 
with  few  children,  doling  out  a  pittance  salary,  and  for  poor  districts,  a  partial  remedy 
lies  iu  consolidation. 

In  the  discussion  on  school  libraries  a  good  point  was  brought  out.  Principal  I^y, 
who  has  gathered  a  gooil  librmry  fur  Amlierst  Acudemy,  is  now  interesting  himself  id 
the  formation  of  a  public  library  for  that  riiy.  Why  coubl  imt  his  example  be 
imitated  by  the  teuciier  of  every  country  district,  and  schools  thu«  l>e  made  the 
OQDtres  of  literary  culture  for  many  communities  ?  'Ihu  Amherst  Academy  library 
was  started  with  a  voluntary  assessment  of  one  cent  a  week  from  each  teacher  and 
scholar,  and  that  practice  has  been  continued  in  maintaining  it. 

Miss  Susie  Archibald's  lessrm  to  a  brigiit  (lass  of  boys  and  girls  on  primary  number 
work  was  a  very  clever  example  of  a  manugement  of  a  clasH  that  had  Wen  well 
drilled  on  the  subject.  The  rtrsults  were  very  satisfactory :  and  every  teai-her  who 
saw  and  heard  the  demonstration  could  read  iK'tMcttn  the  lincK  and  see  the  weeks  of 
painstaking  an rl  intelligent  guidiince  t Imt  lay  In. hind  it.  In  the  discussion,  which 
tiecame  general,  an  attempt  was  made  to  crack  some  very  ban)  educational  nuts. 
Should  we  keep  pupils  from  grading  who  are  backward  in  arithmetic?  **  No" 
(strong)  and  *'  S'es '"  (very  feeble).  And  yet  if  the  nays  always  prevailed,  would  it 
not  lead  1 3  relaxation  of  effort  and  the  giving  up  too  suon,  to  their  life-long  disad- 
vantage, the  <lullards  in  arithmetic  ?  Again  :  Dull  pupils  should  get  the  main  part 
of  the  teacher's  attention,  leaving  the  bright  ones  to  get  along  as  best  they  can,  of 
course  always  under  the  direction  of  the  teadier  And  here  tJie  conscience  of  the 
teacher  may  do  its  work  Uh*  we  I,  and  the  briglit  scholars  ihemsdves  be  dulled  or 
made  careless.  And  again,  and  this  was  a  kimlly  criticism  on  the  lesson  :  Do  we  not 
stultify  children  and  ai rest  development  by  attempting  to  teach  them  wliat  they 
already  know,  thus  giving  them  tlic  idea  there  is  nothing  more  to  learn  ?  The  proper 
age  for  children  to  begin  school  was  consiilcied.  An  instance  was  given  of  a  parent 
who  constantly  rcfustd  to  send  his  childi'cn  to  school  before  the  age  of  twelve  :  and 
(wonderful  to  relate)  they  graduated  at  alxjut  the  same  time  and  with  apparci>tly  the 
4samc  pen n}' worth  of  knowledge  as  those  who  hud  toiled  longer  in  the  vineyard. 

Mr.  K.  C.  Denton's  paj)cr  on  **  Ji^chmd  as  a  Prejmration  for  Practical  Life,"  Miss 
All»erta  Patton's  Lesson  on  Knglish,  and  Principal  ^oloun's  comments  fron.  notes  on 
••English  in  the  High  SchiH)l,"  formed  a  series  discussed  together.  Mr  Denton 
thought  that  studies,  especially  literature,  should  be  pursued  more  leisurely  and 
thoughtfully  than  by  the  hasty  pr(K>essesof  crsm,  all  too  evident  in  the  scrhools  ;  Miss 
Patton's  pupils,  uhom  she  had  brought  from  her  school  at  Xappan,  wrote  naturally 
and  very  correctly  a  coin|>osition  up)n  a  picture  they  had  not  sren  }>efore  I  rincipal 
Soloan  urgetl  the  importanire  of  expressing  one's  thoughts  cleaily  and  in  good  taste. 
His  address  was  thoroughly  practical,  dealing  uith  the  necessity,  especially  in  the 
lower  grades,  of  distinct  utteranrres  the  shaping  of  the  sentence,  proper  punctua- 
tion, and  the  careful  use  of  coruiectives,  u])<in  which  he  laid  great  stress.  He  spoke 
of  the  good  impressicm  made  by  a  ])r<iperly  worded  letter  written  upon  good  clean 
note  paper  with  a  margin  Depend,  he  said,  u|Kjn  constant  correction  of  daily 
errors  of  speech,  and  the  written  compositioL  will  largely  take  care  of  itself,  and 
need  not  he  so  frequent.  Deal  with  every  pupil  judiciously  according  to  his  ability 
and  his  nature.  This  knowledge  cannot  l>e  gaineil  from  books.  It  is  useless  to  think 
it  can. 

No  mere  oatline  can  do  justice  to  an  address,  itself  a  model  of  pure  English  in  its 
directness  and  simplicity,  interspersed  throughout  with  thoughtful  and  helpful  sng- 
Rations  from  his  own  wide  reading  and  experience,  but  steadily  keeping  in  view 
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the  toacher'8  everyday  trials  and  necessities,  sympathy  with  which  is  an  evident 
characteristic  of  the  man. 

At  the  public  meeting  m  the  evening  educational  questions  were  discussed  from  the 
■tandpnint  of  the  Council  of  Vuhlic  iDstruction,  the  superintendent,  the  local  com- 
misvioner,  the  normal  school  teacher,  and  of  men  of  affairs.  For  two  hours  and  a  half 
the  large  audience  was  held  by  the  elo(|uence  of  the  speakers.  There  was  scarcely  a 
word  utiered  but  what  had  an  uplifting  and  encouraging  note  (except  in  the  matter 
of  teachers'  salaries),  and  the  sparkle  of  wit  and  anecdote  that*  ran  through  the 
addresses  prevented  any  weariness. 

Supt.  Dr.  A.  H.  MacKay.  as  was  to  be  expected,  took  the  widest  view  of  the  edu- 
cational situation.  Ho  drew  a  forcible  picture  of  country  schools  and  country 
intellectual  life  when  consolidated  schools  should  be  established.  He  referred  to  the 
large  powerH  of  trust eeH  in  their  respective  districts,  and  urged  for  a  wise  and  more 
liberal  educational  policy  on  their  part,  especially  in  teachers' salaries,  which  had  not 
increased  in  thirty  yean*,  the  cost  of  living  and  the  increased  expense  in  obtaining  an 
education  Veing  considered  One  regrettable  f nature  of  this  parsimony  was  the 
withdrawal  of  male  teachers  from  the  profession.  Out  of  thirty  candidates  for  Class 
•*  C  "  just  entering  the  Normal  *»chool,  theie  was  only  one  young  man  He  congratu- 
lated luspoctor  Craig  on  the  fact  that  no  permissive  **  D"  licenses  had  been  issued 
through  him  during  the  past  year. 

Miss  lieloD  N.  Bell,  Director  of  the  Domestic  Science  School,  Halifax,  spoke  of  the 
progress  that  had  been  made  in  that  city,  which  was  the  first  in  Canada  to  introduce 
this  science  in  the  public  schools,  and  now  had  a  line  building  and  excellent  facilities! 
for  work  Voung  men  especially  saw  the  advantage  of  this  work,  and  were  eager  tOi 
marry  the  graduates  of  the  school. 

Chas.  R.  Smith,  chairman  of  the  Amherst  Board,  spoke  encouragingly  of  the  pro- 
gress of  education  in  that  city.  1he  minimum  salary  of  teachers  had  recently  been^ 
increased  from  $160  to  1^200,  and  the  maximum  from  $250  to  $2()0. 

Principal  Soloan,  of  the  Vormal  School,  Hon.  W.  T.  Pipes,  of  the  Council  of  Publie 
Instruction,  and  H.  J.  L<jgan,  Esq.,  M.  P.,  followed  in  noteworthy  addre>ssea 
listened  to  with  careful  attention  by  the  large  audience. 

In  the  necond  day's  proceedings  Miss  Helen  N.  Bell,  of  Halifax,  gave  a  very 
instructive  address  on  Domestic  Si^ience  She  made  a  strong  plea  for  women  as 
teachers  of  the  children  in  their  earliest  vears. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Del^ncy  read  an  excellent  p^iper  on  History,  which  gave  rise  to  a 
spirited  discussion,  as  did  the  paper  on  **  Good  Manners,"  by  Miss  MacAleeae. 
Some  points  brought  out  by  Principal  Soloan  and  others  were  :  Be  cheerful,  be 
sincere  wi I h  pupils;  it  is  not  necessary  to  wear  a  continual  smile  ;  boys  and  girls 
don't  like  to  Ih)  simpered  at ;  good  manners  are  not  a  matter  of  smiles,  grimaces, 
bows,  but  of  conduct. 

At  the  closing  session  Mr.  L.  C.  Harlow,  of  the  Normal  School  staff,  gave  a  very 
interesting  and  instructive  talk  on  Nature-work,  making  the  following  points  : 

(1)      What  is  it  ?     The  study  of  the  earth  and  the  living  things  upon  it. 

(*2)  ]Vhi/  should  it  be  prominent  in  our  school  work  ?  (a)  It  will  keep  alive  and 
train  the  naturAl  tendency  of  children  to  observe,  (b)  It  gives  a  tield  for  the 
en(}uirin^  spirit,  inspiring  the  <;hi1ilreri  with  confidence  as  they  find  out  first  hand, 
the  workint^'s  of  niiture  (c)  The  industries  i>f  our  country  (rtii'iing  and  agriculture 
espeeialh')  (ienumd  persons  who  can  see  Hud  study  the  problems  of  nature  ;  a  bent, 
or  thescieutiric  attitude  of  mind,  should  l>e  given  the  child  in  the  public  school. 

(3)  flints  on  the /»f)"' i)f  Nature  stuly:— (a)  The  tea«-hcr  must  be  enthusiastic 
and  join  the  pupil  in  the  «'hild  w^ly  of  inquiring  into  wh.it  he  sees  in  the  air  or  the 
wood-*  It  i^  O'lt  bonk  study,  (hi  It  sliouM  consist  mainly  of  talks  and  question- 
ing up<*ri  tliirii^s  set-n  every  <liy,  with  simple  experiments  to  illustrate  any  fniint  not 
clear.  (vJ  Allow  the  puj)il  to  work  --llie  aim  is  to  have  the  pupil  ilo  something — to 
see,  think,  to  devise  a  means  to  an  lind.  (d)  Make  the  lesson  lively  and  never  more 
tbeu  Jo  UDivures  long,     (e)     Make  it  a  hti^'ia  for  a  written  exercise  or  a  drawing,  since 
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the8C  encourage  close  observation,  (f)  Suit  lessous  to  the  ^caFon  uf  the  yoar.  (g) 
AiiT.  not  at  facts  :     *'  Facts  luay  come  and  facts  nviy  ^o,  but  never  let  the  t>pirit  go." 

Mr.  T.  B.  Kidnrr,  director  of  manual  training,  epuke  on  the  subject  of  Drawing, 
showing  some  of  its  bcnetits,  viz  ,  it  develo{)s  power  of  the  eye  to  see,  the  hand  to 
do.  Drawing  is  an  educational  factor,  reganled  as  n  language.  He  offered  some 
valuable  suggestions  in  the  matter  of  drawing  in  the  public  schools. 

f  Dr.  McDougall,  of  Amherst,  read  a  paper  on  **  Physical  Treparation  of  the 
Teacher/'  showing  many  reasons  why  the  teacher  should  take  exeicise  and  attend  to 
his  health  ;  l)ccause  he  inspires  his  pupils  by  his  OM'n  condition.  He  advocated 
medical  inspection  of  schools,  and  pleaded  the  great  necessity  of  the  child's  proper 
physical  condition  in  school.  It  was  a  very  excellent  paper.  The  institute  cIomkI 
with  the  usual  votes  of  thanks. 

The  "At  Homo,"  from  5  to  6  on  Friday  afternoon,  at  Mayor  Curry's,  was  a  very 
pleasant  and  enjoyable  function.  Mrs.  Curry,  assisted  by  other  ladies,  received  the 
visitors  to  the  number  of  about  12f).  Delightful  music,  instrumental  and  vocal,  was 
provided  and  refreshments  were  served.  Mrs.  Curry's  hospitality  was  highly 
appreciated. 


PICTOU  AND  SOUTH  COLCHESTER. 

Inspectorial  Division  9, 

At  Truro,  7th,  8th  and  9th  April,  1903. 

The  second  meetings  of  the  Teachers'  Institute  for  InRpectorial 
Division  No.  9,  were  held  in  the  Assembly  Hall  of  Truro  Academy 
on  April  7th,  8th  and  9th. 

The  Academy  building  having  been  just  completed,  and  as  yet 
unoccupied  by  classes,  was  a  source  of  more  than  ordinary  interest 
to  the  visitini;  teachers,  furnishing  as  it  does  one  of  the  finest 
examples  of  the  many  fine  High  School  buildings  now  throughout 
the  province. 

The  evening  of  April  7th  was,  by  request  of  the  Board  of  School 
Commissioners  of  Truro,  devoted  to  the  formal  opening  of  the  new 
academy ;  hence  the  usual  work  of  the  Institute  was  preceded  by 
an  interestini?  public  meeting  at  which  His  Worship,  Mavor  Black, 
presided.  Addresses  chai-acteristic  of  the  occasion  anci  the  men 
were  delivered  by  Dr.  A.  H.  MacKay.  Superintendent  of  Education; 
President  Forrest,  of  Dalliousie  University  :  President  Trotter,  of 
Acadia  University;  Principal  Soloan,  of  the  Provincial  Normal 
School ;  Chairman  Cummings,  of  tlje  Truro  School  Board,  and 
Principal  Campbell  of  tlie  Academy.  The  addresses  were  inter- 
spersed with  gractjful  musical  and  literar}'  selections;  but  the 
meeting  having  been  fully  reported  elsewhere,  further  comment 
would  be  superfluous. 

On  Wednesday  morning  the  Institute  was  formally  opened  by 
its  President,  Inspector  E.   L.  Armstrong,  and    the  enrolment   of 
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members  began.  The  total  enrolment  for  these  meetings  was  167, 
which,  while  not  quite  reaching  the  number  of  the  initial  meetings 
last  year,  is  indicative  of  the  sustained  interest  of  the  teachers  of 
this  division. 

The  sessions   were    concluded   at   noon    Thursday;  during  the 
interim  the  following  programme  had  been  presented : — 

Wednesday,  9 — 12  a.  m. 

Lesson — "  Grains  " Miss  Nellie  Connolly,  New  Qlasgow 

Lesson  in  Literature  to  Grade  VI Miss  C.  E.  Davidson,  Truro 

Paper — Nature  Work  in  Common  Schools 

L.  C.  Harlow,  Normal  School 

2 — i.30  P.  M. 

Lesson — "  Mechanical  Drawing  " . . .  •  J.  E.  Barteaux,  Truro  Academy 

Paper — Drawing  in  Common  School  Grades 

Miss  Ottie  Smith,  Normal  School 

Question  Box — 7.30  p.  m. 

Address — "  Relation  of  Psychology  to  Eklucation  " 

Prof.  Walter  C.  Murray,  Dalhousie  College 

Thursday,  April  9th.— 9  a.  m. 

Election  of  officers. 

Paper — "  School  Management  " 

Miss  Isabel  Johnson,  Westville,  N.  S. 

Lesson — "  Arithmetic  to  Grade  VII " 

Miss  Edna  Mosher,  Old  Barns,  Col.  Ca 

Paper — "  The  Teaching  of  Geography  " 

Principal  F.  S.  Simpson,  New  Glasgow,  N.  S. 


The  space  allotted  to  me  only  permits  this  outline  programme. 
Anything  briefer  than  an  exhaustive  review  would  be  but  a  garbled 
account,  and  would  be  rank  injustice  to  the  really  excellent  lessons 
and  papers  presented,  and  the  interesting  discussions  that  followed. 
Prof.  Murray's  thoughtful  address — perhaps,  the  feature  of  the 
Institute — was  greatly  appreciated  by  all  our  members,  who  recog- 
nized the  sacritice  made  by  the  learned  lecturer  in  the  preparation 
and  presentation  of  this  able  efibrt  at  the  busiest  season  of  the 
year. 

The  public  meeting  on  Wednesday  evening  was  made  the  occasion 
of  a  reception  tendered  the  visiting  teachers  by  their  fellow  workers 
of  Truro.  The  town's  reputation  for  hospitality  was  well  upheld 
by  their  representatives  at  this  function  and  merits  more  than  this 
passing  tribute. 
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The  election  oF  otticers  for  tlie coining  year  resulted  as  follows: — 

President. — Inspector  E.  L.  Ai'instrong  (ex  officio). 

Vice-I'reaideiit. — Principal  R.  McLellan,  Pictou  Academy. 

Stjcretiiry-Treasurer — Principal  J.  T.  McLeod,  Stellarton  High 
School. 

Executive  Ck>mn)ittee  (adiliiion.'il). — Principal  W.  R.  Campbell, 
Truro;  Principal  F.  S.  Sinipaon,  New  Glasgow;  H.  F,  Munro, 
Pici'iu  Academy,  an<l  Miss  Julia  Kinney,  Traro. 

Delegates  were  aldo  electcrl  tx>  the  Pravinci&I  Eilucationnl  Assoc!- 
atiou,  viz.:  Piincipals  R.  McLellnn,  \V  R  Cainphell,  F.  S.  Simpson, 
J.  T  McLeod  M-fwrs.  J.  E.  B^iteaux  and  H.  F.  Munro,  Misses  G. 
Patterson,  Julia  Kinnt'y,  ,\1.  McPhemon,  C.  E.  Davidson,  E.  Mosher, 
M.  Maxwell,  M.  MiicRae,  L.  Thompson  and  W.  E.  Connolly. 

No  resolutions  were  introduced  at  the  Institute,  although  every 
[taper  and  lesson  was  usually  the  subject  (if  spirited  discussion.  In 
the  IttttiT,  howevt-r,  there  was  no  diNturi>ance  of  the  existing  har- 
mony, and  by  general  consent  the  Truro  meetings  are  voted 
succeHit'uI. 

At  noon,  on  Thursday,  the  Institute  adjourned  sine  die,  after 
passing  the  customary  votes  of  thanks. 

JOEIN  T   McLEOD, 

SKeretai-y. 


KI.NCS  AND  HANTS. 

iNsi'ECTuiuAL  Division  ',, 

At  Kestvili.e,  ?sth  and  0th  Aphil,  1003. 

>vi!  IuBi>iii(«  belli  iu  Keuiiina  in  Mugic  HbU| 

II  ii.  111.  ON  ilii'  tirni  il.ty,  wiih  the  rmideot, 
i<n>li>imit  <•(   iiii'IiiUtm  iIkii  tlx.k  place,  Uiw 
r&n'ii  of  I  hi-  KL>ntvillf  Ainuli-my  hiiviii^'  Iwi-ii  fliibiiii  .AiniHinnt  Sn-ri'tary.     The  pmi- 

deiit  th Iflivervil  lii»  oivditil'  iiililiiMt,  in  wlijili   tie  « i-liiirtit?!]  the  tvusheni  anil  em- 

pliiiBJ/jvl  tliii  gfxA  (tmi  cinihl  111-  iiliiniii'il  In'  MiiAt  miliuriiiiri  in  tlir  crnnpaiing  of 
niftlnHlH  III  tu.i.'hiiii:.  Hii'l  ilii;  Vi<ti->UH  iil'Mi  |>r.x"iitrM  iiq  to  tliti  »->irkii>k:nf  the  present 
ih^hor.l  .-.iiirH'.  H.-  11I.0  t.ii.1  si  »'<'■>  <iii  'iiikiii;;  uilii'-'Ll  i.Mi  t'rnt'r.i]  iiloii;;  tlie  well  ilefiueil 
\ixo-*  i.[  1  h.vMLii].  M.-i.l«l  i.i,<l  \l.»al  .|.-i-.'l..|..iiMil. 

Till'  tiiMl  iMi[K.-r  on  tlii^  proiiniiiiiiii'  .vii.'  n-i.l  liy  .Mis.? 
ArithiDHii-,  iMrticuUitv  hi  tin-  iiulho'l  of  tit-itlihi-iii  • 
Tlif  unt'.T  miipp'miMl  iliat  uriiiMnlv  lumv  iilr^iiHo'i  <l 
work.      Thiiru  KhmiM  In-  iini-r:.!!!  iftill  in  ■ii-iitil   urilh 

ac<-ai'icy.    Tiii^  lihirkh<«ni  ^h<.llIII  i>i:  ukciI  )>>- 1  h- )>ii|i<ls.  .in'l  in  ull  the  1^3 

neiqi  »huiMi1   Ix-  n  -i«-  '/"'  »nii      «iiinn  muiiiinHliMii-  tlioiihU";  giveo    in  all  tb* 

cra^U-.     Tl"-  «r,rk  in  tli,-.  riiii'liiniciit,<l  ruli-^  tiiii^i  U-  lli"r..iii,'lilv  'imiK  il  it  ii  to  meat 

tW  'lKIII»1ias  Ot  tllil  piUUli<  a1  ll^U,  >1>1<1  Ill<l»  OTily  .'OllM  IINW.'l'  1.U  oUlLIUUll. 
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This  excellent  paper  was  aiipplernented  by  an  oral  lesson  on  the  same  snbject 
taught  by  Mr.  F.  F.  Spinney,  of  the  Kentville  Academy,  who  took  the  subject  of 
Simple  Interest.  He  developed  his  subject  on  the  principle  of  borrowing  by  ques- 
tioning his  pupils,  ami  taught  them  the  leading  terms  and  the  method  of  calculatiou 
in  a  most  careful  and  thorough  manner.  Then  followed  a  discussion  on  the  paper  aud 
leftsou  by  the  President,  Secretary,  and  Messrs.  Osborne,  Shields,  Ford,  Ellis  aud 
Miss  Yuill. 

The  session  then  adjourned  at  12.30  p.  m. 

The  second  session  opened  at  2.15  p.  m.,  when  the  minutes  of  the  morning  session 
were  read  and  sustained.  Mr.  C.  C  Spinney,  of  Canard,  then  read  a  paper  on  **  Our 
School  System."  This  paper  sought  to  suc^gest  improvements  that  might  be  made  in 
drawing,  writing,  reading,  nature  studies  While  somewhat  critical  in  tenor,  yet  it 
was  moderate  and  reasonable.  The  writei  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  present  school 
course  was  a  good  one,  but  that  there  were  necessary  improvements  which  would 
take  place  in  due  time  Then  followed  a  spirited  discussion,  which  was  freely 
entered  into  by  various  members  of  ttie  Institute.  In  the  absence  of  the  teacher  of 
penmanship  and  commercial  subjects  of  Horton  Academy,  the  Principal,  Mr.  Hrittain, 
substituted,  lie  began  by  expressing  his  disapproval  of  the  vertical  system  and 
favored  what  is  known  as  the  ^penceiian  or  slnnt  system.  The  position 
of  the  pupil,  n)anner  of  liolding  the  pen,  and  the  course  of  exercises  used 
were  exhibited.  This  lesson  was  suggestive,  well  given,  and  received  the  attention 
of  all  present. 

Then  followed  a  paper  on  **  Manual  Traininti,''  by  Mr.  C.  I.  McXab,  instructor  in 
this  branch  in  the  Kentville  and  Windsor  schools  It  showed  the  benefits  accruing 
from  it  in  accuracy  and  in  training  eye  and  hand.  Nature  studies,  particularly  in 
wooil  work  would  be  bcnetited  thereby.  The  students  of  both  scho<»ls  who  had 
taken  this  course  showed  great  improvement,  and  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  their 
teachers  that  they  did  not  suffer,  but  rather  gained  in  their  other  studies. 

The  second  session  adjourned  at  5  p.  m. 

The  customary  public  meeting  was  held  in  the  same  commodious  and  well 
appointed  hall,  aud  was  crowded  to  the  doors  Mayor  Rockwell,  of  Kentville,  pre- 
sided, besides  whom  there  were 'on  the  platform,  the  Superintendent  of  Education, 
L.  C.  Harlow,  Esq.,  of  the  Normal  School,  meinliers  of  the  Kentville  School  Hoard, 
Peter  Innes,  and  J.  King,  Ksqrs.  The  mayt.r,  in  a  n«.at  address,  welcomed  the 
teachers  and  complimented  the  authorities  on  introducing  so  much  of  the  practical 
into  the  iSchool  Course.  Inspector  Koscoc,  on  behalf  of  the  Institute  replied,  and 
showed  the  great  improvements  made  in  the  town  of  Kentville  during  his  long 
inspectorate. 

L.  C.  Harlow,  F^sq.,  of  the  \ormal  School,  then  rea<l  a  well  prepared  paper  on 
Nature  Studies.  He  showed  their  benefit  in  awakening  obsorvatinn,  an<l  as  an 
indirect  factor  in  all  other  studies.  Too  much  attention  could  not  be  given  to  it,  and 
as  the  years  rolled  by  their  benefit  was  seen  more  an«l  more.  Then  followed  a  vocal 
solo  by  Mr.  H.  Lyon>,  of  Kentville,  which  wa.s  well  received.  Mr.  F.  A.  Masters,  of 
the  Kentville  School  Hoard,  made  a  shoit  and  humorous  address,  in  which  he  com- 
plimented the  ladies  and  tpoke  words  of  cheer  to  them 

Then  followed  a  somewhat  critical  address  by  Mr.  J.  King,  a  ietire«l  English  far- 
mer, who  had  been  hioking  into  our  schftol  system  and  its  method  of  working.  The 
criticisms  were  mild  and  quite  to  the  point,  'i  he  mnin  point  of  his  spt?ech,  which, 
by  the  way,  was  well  thought  out  and  well  deliven-d,  was  that  we  hail  too  many 
young  incapable  teachers  and  const'quently  miAcrahly  low  sularit'H.  .Mrs  R.  Fiirtf, 
wife  of  the  Principil  of  the  Wolfville  schools,  then  ^^.ivr*  a  rcarling,  in  which  she 
showt'd  that  she  was  more  than  an  urdiriiiry  elocutionist.  She  luul  t  •  respond  to  a 
generous  encore. 

The  last  speaker  was  the  Superintendent.  He  dealt  with  the  critit.'isms  otlered  by 
the  last  speaker,  and  agreed  with  them  all,  and  even  hinted  that  ho  himself  would 
go  further  in  the  line  of  improvement,  and  that  improvr>nionis  would  griflually  take 
place.  He  spoke  biielly  on  the  t.'onsolidated  sch(»ol  question,  ^lu^l  e\pliin<'<l  how  sec- 
tions should  proceed,  if  they  wanted  to  follow  the  one  now  beiii>{  estublislie-l  at 
Middleton. 
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Mi»8  I.  F'arrt'll,  of  the  KiMitville  Xcadoiny,  then  ^ave  an  exliibition  of  a  flaa;  drill 
wi^h  young  ladien  from  ihe  acafU'iny.  wliicli  wsik  capit;illy  t'xeriKud  to  music,  and 
tlraronghly  enjoyed  hy  the  audience.  The  meeting  closed  at  10.30  p.  m.  with  the 
National  Anthem. 

The  third  susflion  of  the  InxritutAi  opmed  in  the  same  place  Thursday,  .\pril  9th, 
at9.  loa.  m.  Miss  Beanie  Smith,  the  leaeher  of  l)«inie8tic  Sclents  in  the  Kcalville 
and  Windrtor  schoolu,  give  u  leHson  on  the  uses  of  the  egg  to  Grade  VI  pupils. 
After  (jueationiug  her  pupils  on  the  egg.  its  fttnK-ture,  et<; ,  she  then  proceeded  to  in- 
struct  her  pupils  how  to  prepare  various  dihhes  which  could  be  easily  maile  with 
eggs*  Kvery  pupil,  neatly  attired  in  regulation  dress,  then  entered  with  leadioess 
into  the  work,  and  soon  there  were  pre|)are<i  a  variety  of  dishes,  samples  of  which 
were  given  to  several  of  the  visitors  To  the  majority  of  the  teachers  this  was  a  raost 
interesting  lesson,  and  it  met  with  many  favour ahle  comments.  At  the  conclusion  of 
this  lesson  Prof.  Haycock,  t4>acher  of  phynicx  in  Acadia  Universtty,  rea<i  an  excellent 
paper  on  Nature  Studies  or  NeighlN>rho<Ki  Studies  As  this  paper  was  regarded  of 
creat  value,  it  was  decided  to  have  it  printed  in  the  Ednrniioiud  R^.new^  which  was 
aone,  and  all  readers  of  this  journal  have  had  an  opportanity  of  reading  it  for  them- 
aelves. 

The  session  then  adjourned  at  12.30  p.  m. 

The  closing  session  opened  at  2  p.  m.  The  minutes  of  the  preceding  ■essiont 
were  held  as  read.  A  hu!«iues8  session  then  occivpied  the  attention  of  the  Institute. 
It  was  decided  to  hold  the  next  sei^Mion  in  Hantspcrt;  the  time  to  Ije  arranged  by 
the  Executive.  Tho  following  ottii-ers  and  other  members  of  the  Executive  were 
elected-— C.  W.  Hoscoe,  M.  A.,  President  (ex  officio) ;  W.J.  Shields.  Vice-Presi- 
dent; J.  A.  Smith,  Seo.-Trea«.  ;  and  .Mensrs.  R.  W.  Ford,  P.  W.  Spinnev,  and 
Misses  A.  Forbes  and  E.  Vuill  The  Superintendent  then  explained  the  new  con- 
stitution of  the  Provincial  Assf»ciation  which  is  to  meet  in  Truro,  Aug.  26th.  This 
division  is  to  have  fourteen  elective  repreHentiitivcs,  seven  from  each  county 

Tho  following  were  choHcn  for  King««  ('fninly  :  H-  VV.  Ford,  Principal  of  Rentviile 
Acidemv,  Prinoipn'  of  Waterville  School,  Principal  of  ('aiming  Soho«il,  Miss  Parker, 
MiHM  FHrroll,  .Mis.^  Yuill.  From  H.mis  ou  .ty  :  VV  .1.  >hielda.  R.  Ellis,  viiw  A. 
Forln's,  Principal  of  Lower  Selma  ch-  ol.  Principal  of  >oel  School,  Principal  of 
8hul)cn.icadie  School,  and  Principal  Summerville  Sch<»ol. 

It  was  ilecided  thai-  the  uces^ary  travelling  expenses  of  the  Executive  Committee 
be  fMiid  and  that  the  Seuty  -Treas  also  he  paiil  a  salary  for  his  services.  The  matter 
Was  left  in  the  h-iiifls  of  the  executive  to  .  ai-ry  out.  Votes  of  thanks  were  t-e»idt»red 
to  the  Kent vi lie  Staff  of  To.iohers.  R.  W.  Katon,  Iwj.,  of  Kentville,  Mrs.  R.  VV. 
Fold,  the  Railways,  and  the  Kentville  School  lioard  for  their  assistance  in  making 
the  Institute  so  succesi^ful. 

Prof.  Oakes  read  a  pa|)er  on  '*  (Geometry  from  an  examiners  point  of  view"  He 
called  attention  to  the  miHs(M;lling  of  suuh  words  as  geometry,  aim darly,  complemeut, 
parallel,  gnomon,  etc.  >on)e  of  the  ways  of  spelling  these  wurcfs  were  simply 
ludicrous.  By  illustrations  fnmi  the  blackboard  he  .showed  how  much  time  might  M 
saved  in  writing  the  pniposirions.  Many  interesting'  auil  valuable  hints  were  given 
to  those  teachers  who  were  preparing  pupils  tot  the  Provincial  examinations. 

A  paper  on  "  School  Libmries  "  was  the  last  on  the  progrimme,  prepared  by  the 
Sec: eta  y,  but  owing  to  the  want  of  lime,  it  hid  to  bu  omitted  The  Superinten- 
dent hrieMy  adilresMcd  the  Institute,  ioMiplim<*ntint'  the  teachers  who  were  present 
on  their  attention,  and  explaining  a  few  of  tlit;  changes  made  in  the  school  law. 
After  a  brief  address  by  the  Prciitlent,  the  IiiHtiiut«.>  close>l  to  meet  at  Hantsport.  at 
such  time  as  the  exei.'utivc  may  deci<le  Tho  numiier  of  teachers  enrolled  was  12U, 
a  \erv  large  atteniiance  considering  the  very  di>av;reeable  weather  and  the  condition 
of  the  HKuls.  This  district  still  maintiin^  its  high  stan<Iing  for  its  annual  Institute 
gatherings,  which  is  largely  attributed  to  the  popularity  of  the  Inspector,  and  the 
enthusiasm  he  puts  into  all  the  work  connected  with  it. 

J   A  SMITH,  Secrftarif. 
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ANNAPOLIS  AND  DIGBY. 

Inspectorial  Division  4, 

At  Weymouth  Bridge,  7th  and  8th  May,  1903. 

The  Teachers  of  Annapolis  and  Digby  counties,  together  with  many  associate 
Teachers  from  the  other  VVosteru  counties,  met  in  annual  session  at  Weymouth 
firidge  on  May  7th  and  8th. 

A  reception  was  given  to  the  visting  Teachers,  in  Sissiboo  Hall,  on  the  Wednesday 
evening  previous.  After  an  Arbor  Day  Drill,  which  forcibly  illustrated  the  purpose 
of  that  day,  the  chairman,  R.  L.  Black,  £^cr.,  gave  an  address  of  welcome  in  his 
pleasing  way.  Inspector  L.  8.  Morse  replied  with  well  chosen  remarks  giving  an 
idea  of  the  rapid  development  of  Graded  Schools  in  Digby  county.  Miss  Catherine 
Dennis,  a  young  lady  of  four  years,  then  sang  a  solo.  Dr.  MacKay  was  present  and 
held  the  undivided  attention  of  his  audience  while  he  explained  the  benetits  hoped  to 
be  derived  from  consolidation  of  schools  and  the  difficulty  of  making  regulations  that 
would  be  for  the  good  of  all  parts  of  Uie  province. 

A  duett  was  then  sung  by  Mrs.  Everett  and  Miss  Butler,  after  which  short  inter- 
esting addresses  were  given  by  the  Revs  Harris,  Eaton  and  R.  0.  Armstrong.  The 
meeting  concluded  with  a  very  pretty  flag  drill  by  sixteen  girls  of  Princpal  Arm- 
strong's department,  after  which  they  remained  on  the  stage  and  sang  the  National 
Anthem. 

Thvbsday  Morning. 

At  9  a.  m.  President  Morse  called  the  meeting;  to  order  in  the  Principal's  Depart- 
ment, welcominK  all  present.  Many  had  enrolled  mid  before  the  end  of  the  sessions 
151  became  meniDers,  the  largest  nuniljer  in  the  history  of  the  Institute.  The  President 
especially  welcomed  the  members  of  the  Acadian  Institute;  who  met  with  us  for  the 
first  time.  Of  this  Institute  2*2  members  were  present.  Minutes  of  previous  meeting 
were  read  and  approved.  The  following  officers  were  then  elected  :  Vice-President, 
Principal  McGill  ;  Secretary-Treasurer,  A.  H.  Armstrong  ;  Assistant  Secretary,  W. 
N.  Longley ;  Executive  Committee,  JVincipals  L.  Ruggles,  E.  Robinson,  Misses  J. 
Wallace  Mortimer,  Etta  M.  Elliott,  and  Aunie  Kinney. 

Mr.  J  Crowe  was  appointed  reporter  to  the  Halifax  Chronicle.  Reporters  wore 
present  for  the  Halifax  Herald  and  Weymouth  Free  Press. 

Principal  A .  W.  L.  Smith  then  reail  a  paper  on  Entomology,  entitled,'  "  Our  Insect 
Allies."  He  showed  that  insects  are  the  farmer's  best  friends.  That  there  are  three 
stages  in  their  lives  in  all  of  whicli  they  have  enemies.  Their  multiplication  is  won- 
dei^uUy  rapid.  They  are  nature's  scavengers  and  j;;rave-diggers,  while  at  the  same 
tin  e  they  deposit  their  eggs  where  the  young  will  have  sufficient  food.  Principal 
Smith  hoped  to  provoke  interest  that  would  lead  to  observation. 

Dr  MacKay  remarked  that  knowledge  of  insects  was  not  only  good  for  its  own 
sake,  but  also  practical.  Take  the  children  from  the  books,  let  them  study  objects 
and  animals  about  them  and  observe  for  themselves.  Memorizing  facts  is  not 
education.     Education  adapts  one  to  meet  new  conditions. 

Principal  McC^ill  considered  the  paper  well  presented  and  suggestive.  This  study 
enables  one  to  distinguish  the  harmless  from  che  harmful  insects,  which  is  important. 

Miss  Mae  D.  Hunt's  paper  on  **  Nature  Study  "  was  received  with  general  appro- 
bation. She  emphasized  the  idea  of  liecoming  a  student  with  your  pupils,  and 
igetting  in  harmony  with  them.  Autumn,  Winter  and  Spring  all  rich  in  material 
Tor  this  study,  and  these  studies  form  a  basis  for  a  knowledge  of  form,  color,  number 
and  language  ;  bird  study  and  meterological  table  interesting. 

Prin.  Armstrong  stated  that  his  pupils  were  readily  interested  in  this  work.  In  the 
autumn  his  pupils  studied  insects,  in  winter,  minerals,  and  in  the  spring,  plants. 
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l)r.  M>cKay  wnild  tike  (u  hn-v-o  tliii>  popcr  »i.-eti  kihI  r«ai|  by  kII  tettchen.  Hii 
experience  woH   that  nature  study  added   to  the  interest  and   tiitiwledge  of  other 

nil  the  Riiinifcsled 

I'riiivipul  McItjII  cum  men 'led  the  p«per  fnr  ilie  niethci<l  in  taking  up  the  mibjeirt. 
Tlinilght  it  uliould  l>e  ]iiibli)<h<'<l.  Xa'ure -Sttidv  is  m<in.- o[  a  [neihod  or  spirit  in 
which  to  leach  all  suhjectu.    Kxatninatiinia  bIiuu1i\  teBl  ability  to  do,  noi  what  oueran 


Trincipal  Aniirault,  nfSt.  Anne'a  L'olIet;e,  read  a  very  interculing  and  aide  paper  on 
"The  tcadiing  nt  (ieo^iaphy  an  an  illuMnition  nf  Pfychcilogical  I'rinciplea." 
Althmigh  he  was  in  a  (.'Inwii.-Bf  cnllef^  he  wan  in  iiynipaihy  with  the  nature  etuiljr 
mnvenieiil ;  all  piwiiible  op[turt unity  Khnidd  be  given  tn  it.  Teaching  ii  not  simply 
enmmiinicatiuii  of  kiidwiuilge,  an  ((■>  many  look  upim  il.  liiil  thi^  duvelnping  of  the 
facultiea.  A  teaL'her'ii  HUCuemi  dependii  cm  lii*  or  her  kiuiwlirdjje  nf  the  Psyubnlogieal 
PrineipieH  nf  the  itiiilil.  I'hu  the  knowUilin:  of  nur  evi^iris  Hnd  imports  and  our 
iiidiiBtrieii  to  teach  geiigrnphy ;  hIko  Wgin  with  the  niinule  rivem.  plains,  valley  a, 
mouDtaiiii  and  water-ahuli)  in  yuur  nwii  aei:ti'>n  tn  ^L-t  a  kuiiwieda'e  of  tha  greater 

Mr.  Tihiiert  atiited  that  he  wan  using  this  method,  bitt   with  othern  he  tnnnd  IhaL 

taiviitn  iihjei'ted  hemiht'  they  did  nut  unileriilanil  the  benefit  iif  these  niethnda.  l>r. 
iacKay  uilh  glul  to  me  tlie  nntiire  ■duly  niL'lhivl  npplinl  In  Keosraphy,  should 
awiiii-into  the  fiLuts  given  in  (jui'grtt|ihi<w  nut  with  the  p.i^e  nf  (lie  book,  but  with  the 


a  preivnt.    Slie  iipoku  of  her  efibrta 

rriii  BTid  K:itu[i,  were  present,  and 
nutmng  appreciated  lbs 
sriimml  wi>uld  do  roueb 

„ .,  , ..„ __ „.- _  ...... Principal  J.  F.  Smith 

cni|iiirvd  I'Miu'erning  liie  i»irroH|)niidenc«  frnin  the  Xfw  i^-alani)  schools.  Dr.  Mac- 
Kav  H^iiil  lict  had  reeuiveil  lettiTs  iiiiii^niiiig  itiu  indimtrifs,  trade,  birds,  etc.,  and 
bail  i1iKtril>ut«'t   ihuni  uniuiig  llie  tCAchers  nf   the    prrivinue.      Meeting  adjuiimed  t« 


t  the  opi-ning  rn-Hiih^nt  Mnrxe  iinnuuiiccd  thr  iiuil>ility  -f  Iiispt'iitnr  Munro  to  be 
^ci>t.  I'Hni-ipxl  \Y.  v..  liunkn  uii»:l>(  il  IcHsnn  iti  niiiiiralu^.v  tn  tirade  V.  Uiririg 
n  «iii.-"imei>»  of  limvKtnni',  shulU  and  r:h,.ik  Iik  shuaed  by  the  iLoid  test  lliat  thej 


for  th.-r 

t)l>-tl 

«t;ite  ivlnl 

ih...j 

""■'' 

of  getti 

ngpn,.ilHt 

newronie 

t<H.k  fni 

i-"l'.T-.i'l.i.v 
en  i.l:i.'.-.l  o 
a<lde.l  M.n. 

n  ih-^ 
h  to  1 

liiwb'  II 

l.la;-kl..K.r. 
iheiMieieM 

3 

.il^^Ia>'.'i 

.IE::::;- 

111 

l.v  MJH-.  U'iiiiiifrcl  Moaes.     She 
n    I.)  riMil  them.     Her  pleasing 

I'l4i.<' 

lw.1  of  1 

i,«lA    W. 
llii-iinawr 

I.  Sii 

nilli  «,.iild 
.    ..in.-.li.-.l 

lik" 
1.      11. 

'i-.7vi»' 

<:  ]»i 

bit 

Kllis 

:l  i-.ii^i 
■rill,     I'l 

iig    thevn 

■ii,.;;|«l    S. 

KB  at  the 
,luan  and 

r.r  I'ontioliy 

ind  iiiviif 

■.I  1. 

.  1...1 

tl.ip^it, 

H-niHiUDS. 

['rin. 

Annriiii 

ijHl  llKl.l, 
h  tl«l,~]:.lv 

'.uC 

.t  r.-...l  in    1 

■,^..,.■1 
'1..-  |i 

in   iti.pir 

r.iNl    .'.IP 

Ii»-i 

.VI, 

M.,1     Att 

wuH  tlin 

.'luknee. 
t  the  pure 

l-rincipal 
nts  kicked 

-     —  —  ._■■     .^^^     ■■■■.-.-  ^g» 


teachers'  institutes.  197 


Rev.  J.  J.  Sullivan  Rtated  that  attendance  in  Clare  and  Argyle  was  poor.  Many 
left  Hchool  at  twelve  years  of  age.  Eiuphasized  the  need  of  pupils  doing  things  for 
thembclves. 

Dr.  MacKay  enquired  how  the  compulsory  law  was  being  enforced. 

President  Morse  stated  that  in  country  sections  it  was  of  no  effect  as  there  was  no 
special  officer  to  look  after  children  or  collect  tines.  Dr.  MacKay  advocated  that 
every  child's  name  of  school  age  in  the  section  should  be  placed  on  a  register  and  a 
tax  of  one  or  two  cents  should  l)c  levied  on  parents  for  each  nay  lost  Tax  could  be 
collected  or  tax  payer  imprisoned.  He  advocated  a  central  school  for  incorrigibles. 
When  nuestioned  kbout  the  age  limit  the  ^u|jerintendent  thought  that  it  might  bo 
■changea  to  a  grade  limit. 

Principal  McOill  tliought  that  everything  ))ossible  should  Ite  done  to  make  school' 
attractive,  by  outdoor  classes  and  interebting  subjectsi.  Aim  to  make  the  disliked 
subjects  most  interesting. 

Rev.  J.  J.  Sullivan  spoke  of  the  lack  of  interest  of  trustocs  and  ratepayers. 
Thought  it  might  be  best  to  abolish  the  trustees,  appoint  commissioners  and  collect 
taxes  with  County  taxes. 

Inspector  Macintosh  had  found  the  compulsory  Act  of  some  service.  Found 
attendance  had  increased  and  was  more  regular  iJitticult  and  apparently  unjust  to 
enforce  it  in  some  oases,  and  if  one  was  excused  all  u  anted  to  be.  Lack  of  interest  in 
ratepayers  the  great  drawback,  and  this  was  partlj'  because  they  weie  getting  more 
than  they  paid  for. 

Miss  [Tarlow  began  an  experiment  to  show  the  passing  of  a  liquid  through  a  mem- 
brane from  the  rarer  to  the  denser  liquid.  Lesson  to  be  completed  at  the  same  time 
next  day  when  it  would  be  shown  how  plants  keep  their  firmness.  Principal  Mc(jill 
in  l>ehalf  of  the  citizens  of  Middleton,  invited  both  Instituteii  to  meet  there  at  their 
next  sesMion.  Principal  Armstrong  move<l  that  an  obituary  committee  be  appointed 
to  report  on  the  following  day.  The  President  appointed  a  committee  of  three,  viz. : 
Principals  Ruggles,  Armstrong  and  D^Entremout.  Meeting  adjourned  to  meet  at  8 
in  the  evening. 

Thursday  Evenin(3. 

President  Morse  introduced  the  first  speaker  of  the  evening.  Principal  Soloan,  of 
the  Normal  School.  He  prefaced  his  remarks  by  stating  the  relation  of  the  Normal 
School  to  the  teachers  and  that  many  of  his  l>est  students  came  from  the  Western 
counties.  His  subject  was  **  English  in  our  Common  Schools."  borne  points  dwelt 
upon  were  :  Int.  Distinguish  I>etween  gencril  and  particular  aims.  2nd.  Ultimate 
aim  to  think  wisely,  to  work  faithfully  and  well 

Cultivate  accuracy  of  speech  which  indiciites  its  accuracy  of  character.  A  man's 
style  is  himself.  Thought  that  much  laliorious  and  unnecessary  work  was  done  io 
correcting  many  exercises.  Teach  pupils  to  find  their  own  miptakes  and  avoid  them. 
A  particular  aim  is  training  of  the  voice,  speak  accurately  and  clearly. 

Dr.  MacKay  heartily  iigreed  with  what  had  been  said,  and  advocated  watchfulness 
as  it  took  many  years  to  break  up  a  habit  as  it  was  in  forming. 

Principal  Amirault  read  a  paper  on  Composition,  especially  French  composition, 
setting  forth  its  ditliculties,  and  how  English  words  might  be  adopted. 

Professor  Connolly  thought  it  necessary  to  examine  written  work  enough  to  esti- 
mate the  value  of  pupils'  ofi'orts.  Mentioned  some  difficulties  French  students  meet 
in  English. 

Principal  Soloan  expressed  his  ploaauro  with  the  last  paper  and  the  Acadian  Insti- 
tute, the  teachers  of  which  are  setting  themselves  a  high  standard. 

Principal  Smith  thought  there  was  a  golden  mean  in  examining  papers. 
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Principal  IVEon  read  ii  p.iper  in  French.  Subject,  "  Physical  Geography."  Prin- 
cii)al  Ainir.iuU  interpreted  this  pa])er,  and  it  was  found  to  be  in  harmony  with  what 
had  been  alrfudv  stated. 

Principal  McGill  believed  in  looking  over  written  work  carefully  as  it  is  the  only 
way  many  errors  can  be  corrected.     Meeting  adjourned  until  9  a.  m.  Friday. 

Friday  Morning. 

Principal  McKittrick  directed  the  Teachers'  attention  to  the  Summer  School  of 
Science  which  meets  at  Chatham,  N.  B. 

Professor  Connolly  then  took  up  the  subject.  Too  much  arithmetic.  Some  of  the 
points  emphasized  wore :  Too  much  abstract,  not  enough  concrete.  Too  many 
rules,  not  enough  practice.  Too  much  handwork,  not  enough  headwork.  More 
mental  arithmetic  neede<l.  Decimaln  should  be  taught  as  labor  savers.  Make 
questions  practical  and  interesting.  Teach  arithmetic  for  utility  and  mental  dis- 
cipline.    Speed  and  acoui^acy  essential. 

Inspector  Mcintosh  highly  commended  the  lesson,  thought  the  unitary  syvtem 
when  carried  to  excess  a  great  waste  of  time. 

£)r.  MacKay  said  that  the  arithmetic  was  not  to  be  followed  like  a  ritual  but  that 
teachers  must  learn  to  use  the  shortest  and  beat  statement  to  suit  the  question. 

Principal  Mc(ti11  wished  all  to  put  in  practice  what  they  heard,  and  first  and  last 
seek  to  arouse  interest. 

Princi]>al  Ruggles  expressed  his  {appreciation  of  lesson  especially  with  the  short 
methods  of  solution. 

Principal  McKittrick's  paper  on  *'  The  Good  and  Bad  in  Recitations,"  excited 
much  iniercHt.  He  cr»ntendcd  that  the  teacher  must  be  superior  in  scholarship  to 
pupil ;  careful  preparation  of  lessons  necessary' ;  concentration,  do  not  givte  too  much 
at  a  time,  and  learn  how  to  ask  questions.  Strive  for  accuracy  and  energy.  Every 
recitation  siiould  be  a  language  lesson.  Nearly  right  is  wrong.  Good  enough  is 
good  for  nothing. 

Principal  Soloan  considered  the  pa]>er  concise  and  impressive  and  of  a  very  high 
onler.  Profebstor  (\mnolly  approved  of  Principal  McKittrick's  statements  and 
believcK  in  much  blackboard  wotk. 

Miss  Mortimer  spoke  concerning  mental  arithmetic  and  the  delight  that  pnpils 
took  in  working  questions  in  fractions  and  interest  in  this  way. 

Miss  Crouse,  Lunenburg,  lliouKht  pupils  were  sometimes  bound  to  the  methods  of 
text-book,  but  this  waH  the  fault  of  the  teacher. 

Miss  Mortimer  considered  self-consciousness  of  pupil  one  cause  of  poor  enunciation. 
Vote  of  thanks  Mas  tendered  lo  Dr.  MacK;iy  and  Principal  McGill  for  their  outdoor 
talks  at  ditFcrent  times.  Assonic  wished  to  nu'Ct  the  train,  meeting  adjourned  to 
meet  at  1  p.  m. 

Fridav  A>tkrnoon. 

Institute  called  to  order  at  1  lo  p.  m.  Prcsid(.>nt  Morse  asked  for  appointment  of 
delegates  to  J'rovincial  As.*^ociaiion.      Tlie  following  delegates  were  appointed  : — 

Annai»oijs  CotrNTY. 
lit'i/ulur. 

Principal  A.  VV.  L.  Smith,  Principal  (;.  B.  McGill, 

E.  Robin8<»n,  ••        S.  (\  Shaffner, 

Agnes  0.  Harlow,  **        J.  T.  North. 


it 
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Alternative. 

Principal  W.  H.  Tiongley.  Mr.  Joeoph  H.  Crowe, 

W.  V.  Spurr,  Principal  «.  D.  Morse, 

Mxfls  Mary  Gilliott,  Mi^s  Mary  H.  Neily. 

Dig  BY  CouNTV. 

Begu/ar. 

Principal  A.  F.  Ainirault,  Principal  Ed.  M.  LeBlanc, 

"        A.  H.  Armstrong,  ••        Mias  J.  W.  Mortimer, 

Principal  A.  C.  Harlow. 

A/lemative. 

Principal  Louis  D'Kntremont,  Principal  Rose.  A.  Thibodeau, 

W.  E.  Banks.  '*        E.  P.  Morse, 

Miss  Mae.  D.  Hunt. 

Miss  J.  Wallace  Mortimer  gave  an  interesting  talk  on  '*  The  Tommon  School  as  a 
Preparation  for  Life."  Suggested  the  importance  of  local  conditions  and  becoming 
better  acquainted  with  parents.  Make  education  more  practical  and  show  the  value 
of  school  drdl  and  thus  enlist  the  interest  of  ratepayers  ;  make  the  common  school 
touch  all  sides  of  life  and  so  lead  our  young  people  to  set:  more  in  life  and  eujoy  more 
life.  Cultivate  tlie  heart  but  do  not  neglect  the  externals.  Seek  to  inculcate  morals 
and  train  in  good  manners.  Discussion  was  participated  in  by  Principal  Morton, 
Principal  Robinson,  Inspector  Macintosh  and  others,  all  emphasizing  the  importance 
of  the  points  raised. 

Miss  Aenes  Harlow  completed  her  lesson,  her  experiments  l>eing  successful  in 
showing  tn^t  water  passes  readily  through  a  membrane  but  a  solution  does  not. 

Principal  A.  W.  Smith  commended  lesson. 

Principal  Penny,  Milton,  Queens  Tounty,  spoke  concerning  lesson,  lack  of  interest 
of  parents  and  his  great  pleasure  in  being  present. 

MissTobin,  Bridgewater,  thought  children  should  not  begin  to  go  to  scho-d  in 
spring,  but  at  the  beginning  of  term.  Ot>hers  wished  them  at  t.iat  time.  Principal 
Kuggles  would  make  the  age  limit  7  years  instead  of  5  years. 

MissCrou!^  thought  it  was  to  the  disa<  I  vantage  of  school  and  pupil  for  them  to 
enter  in  the  spring  when  there  was  no  grade  or  class  work  suited  to  them. 

The  Committee  on  obituaries  brought  in  resolutions  in  respect  to  the  decease  of 
our  much  respected  teachers,  Principals  Longley  and  Cameron.  These  rcstolutions 
were  adopted,  and  the  secretary  was  int»tructed  to  send  a  copy  to  the  family  of  each 
gentleman. 

Principal  J.  Forsyth  Smith  iMlvocated  that  an  effort  be  made  to  get  teachers* 
salaries  up  to  the  standard  referred  to  in  i\\e  Journal  of  Education, 

Rev.  J  J.  Sullivan  stated  th>it  the  French  teachers  had  bound  themselves  to 
accept  a  minimum  salary  and  asked  the  English  teachers  not  to  underl>id  them. 
Pnncipiil  Ruggloa  made  a  motion  which  was  passicd,  to  the  t-flfect,  that  no  teacher  of 
this  Intstitute  shall  teach  in  the  Frencli  district  for  less  than  their  stated  minimum 
salary. 

Principal  .Armstrong  made  the  following  motion,  which  wis  passwl  :  Resolved, 
that  the  teachers  of  iMstricVs'J,  3  and  4.  in  accor-laMcc  with  the  sugj^estioiis  of  the 
8iip€rinien<lent  of  Kilucaiion,  bind  themselves  not  to  accept  a  st.hool  re({uiriiig  a  D 
teacher  for  less  than  Ij^KK),  one  requiring  a  C  teacher  fur  less  than  ^140  and 
a  B  teacher  for  less  than  $180. 

Principal  PI  Robinson  extended  an  invitation  to  the  Institute  from  Bridgetown. 
It  was  decided  to  leave  the  choosing  of  a  place  of  meeting  with  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee. 
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rpjiil  an<l  ilci'liireil  wlidfactory.  BilU  were  onJoreil  t> 
pkid.  I'hfi  iiMual  rin«>liiti-Ki  iif  I  liauk*  u-iia  Piienilcil  to  ull  wlii>  liod  cuiiti'ibuted  in 
»ay  to  (lie  coinfiirt  lui'l  I'lmvi'iiiL-nit  of  ilio  liiiiitulir. 

Tlie  roHixtrHti'iLiitt  thi: 
the  liiHtiuiIf  WHS  a  gn>4l 

McKtijig  adjiiiiriiiMt  ■(ic 


GUYSBORG'  AND  AN'TIUONISH. 

IssrErroitiAi.  Divisidx  0. 

At  ObYtsiuHU),  IHth  and  IUth  June,  lOO-'t, 


The  WMinn  wai  iipent'il  lij-  liinperinr  M.-itiioiuiU,  wFio,  atier  »tiitinH  ihe  object  for 
vkivh  HiiL'li  a  II I  (.■villi);  .sliniilil  Ik  liet<l  --'hul  <iF  iinjiroving  iliuKlaltisuf  Mie  profeasion — 
urtfuii  lliv  'esolitTt  tii  ficely  ilixi'ifs  tlip  Aii)>jomK  nii  tilt  prngmmme.  Thu  papers  read, 
ill  hia  iiiiiiiioii,  iui;,'lii  lerve  hh  |hi{|;m  uii  uhii-h  ilifliriiMtiont  iiii(;lit  bit  hung. 

The  limt  paper  uah  oil  "  HinlH  on  MtthMl  in  Tvncliing,"  by  Mixa  llnrriet  Johiuon 

of  Uuytihuni  ACH'ti-rny. 

Mum  Juhnmiti  Jtti!|i  Hirimiily  mi  thif  iii.-crB»ity  (if  KtmlyinK  the  individual  cliaractsr 
nf  pn|Hli>,  Mid  (111  llie  dci  L-lii)>iiinul  nf  Ilia   iniii'al  uiid   phyKNil  nature  an  well  aa  the 

mentr.l.     Till'  inltirom    kI lil   Ik  ili-vclnpivl,   iiuil  pupilH  Hhonid   be   led   to  cooault 

wurkx  iif  rufeivncit  fur   fnrtlicr  iiifuriiiuliini   in  iiiil>ji.'>TtH  wliicli   iiitcrei-t  Ihem.     More 
Bpct-itiv  n-fttH-iKS'  ««  iii>i(l(tlu  ihi-  fdllon-iii'TiijIijeuW;     Keuding,  Ilintory,  Ueograidif 

'iir  iindera I, Hiding  of   tli'i  sulijeut  matter  of   tbe 
lo  give  111  Ins  own  wdrda  the  subiitance  of  every 

In  lli-it-iiryont  fh'iiilil  gilurd  iit;iii[iM  thu  incmnriitation  (if  iMira^raphn  of  the  text- 
bnok.  Mhe  ndvi-cil  takiniC  thu  ht»(i>ry  Icb^in  fur  thi-  renditiK  lenouii  of  the  precedlog 
d^y.  Miiliut  iliu  piipiU  might  Iw  l<'»l  luolMsivn  ihu  inu»l  iinpnrtiviit  poiiita. 

Id  <>i'i>i:rapliy  thv  moiii    iinpirt 

giajfliy. 

In  Arithmdi.;  Hlin  .trdiiftly  rccT.iniiim.le.1  ilic  |.x^;hlt.i^■e  uw  of  ihe  Wackhoard,  and 
cuU'liMiini'd  (lit;  iiHiiig  uf  tcxi  luKiks  with  iLiiaucr-. 

Sdmi-  valiinblc  hiutK  on  ilii^^Jpliiic  un J  on  the  ninnag'iini.'m  of  a  school  on  "  Ihe  flrst 
d»y  ■■  worn  Riven 

Mr  II  Kiiloan.  Pi'tni'lpalcit  the  N''irinal  Sell  mil,  highly  raoomiiiended  Mua  John- 
Bon  h  pjipcr.  uiiil  partx  of  il  were  diucuiued  >iy  Mr.  Itriivi-,  Mim  Koyle,  Mr.  HcKenaie 
and  Misx  Ki.ilay 

hool   ( 
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Sweden,  and  showed  that  their  working  in  Europe  was  highly  satisfactory.     He  con- 
-sidercd  that  every  school  should  have  one.     It  should  be  on  or  near  the  school 
^roands.     Directions  were  given  for  establishing  a  school  garden,  and  for  the  selec- 
tion of  suitable  fertilizers. 

In  selecting  plants  he  recommended  peas,  beans  and  lettuce.  Great  attention 
should  bo  dovot«d  to  transplanting  plants  from  the  woods  and  fields.  One  part  of 
the  garden  should  be  used  for  a  tree  nursery  There  will  be  no  difficulty  during 
class  work  in  keeping  discipline.  The  greatest  difficulty  to  be  encountered  is  the 
adverse  criticism  of  outsiders,  but  this  will  soon  give  way  to  a  high  regard  for  school 

Srdeninff  as  a  factor  in  education.     The  paper  was  favorably   critised  by  Inspector 
acdonald,  Mr.  Kinlay  and  Principal  Soloan. 

At  eight  o^clock  there  was  a  public  educational  meeting.  The  papers  and  addresses 
were  interspersed  with  choruses  by  a  choir  of  Guysboro  singers,  and  by  readinffs 
eiven  by  Miss  Grant,  of  Guysboro,  and  Miss  James,  of  Canso,  according  to  the  fol- 
.K>wing  programme  : 

P&OGBAMME. 

1.  Chorus — Canada,  the  Gem  in  the  Crown. 

2.  Introductory  Remarks  by  the  Chairman. 

3.  Address— By  Dr.  MacKay,  Superintendent  of  Education. 

4.  Chori'S — Come  Where  the  Lilies  Bloom. 

6.     Reading— When  Baptiste  Came  Homo.     By  Miss  Grant. 

6.  A  paper  on  Consolidation  of  School  Sections.     By  J.  H.  Sinclair,  M.  P.  P. 

7.  Chorus— Let  the  Hills  and  Vales  Resound. 

8.  Rkadino— Trying  the  Rose  Act     By  Miss  James. 

9.  Short  Addresses— By  local  Clergymen,  Principal  Soloan,  G.  U.  Hay,  Ph.D.» 
and  others. 

10.     CnoRi'S— Good  Night,  Good  Night  Beloved. 

God  Save  the  King. 

In  welcoming  the  Institute  to  Guysboro,  the  chairman,  Sheriff  Maguire,  stated  that 
the  town  had  the  honor  of  having  witnessed  within  its  bounds  the  origination  of  the 
free  school  movement.  A  Mr.  Walsh  belonging  to  the  town  had  willed  money  in  1818 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  free  grammar  school. 

The  Superintendent  of  Education  began  his  address  by  congratulating  the  people 
of  the  town  on  iis  l)cauties,  and  the  teachers  on  the  enthusiasm  they  evinced  in 
travelling  long  distances  to  ihe  Institute,  over  rfmgli  roads  and  at  great  exi>en8e.  He 
8i)<>ke  uf  the  <iifficultieH  of  the  teacher,  who  must  not  only  do  arduous  work  in  his 
schoolroom,  but  also,  while  doing  it,  gain  the  sympathy  of  both  pupil  and  p  rent. 
Three  fundamental  KubjoolH  are  :  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic.  He  showed  how. 
by  an  advance  in  the  progressive  thought  of  the  people,  there  might  be  iuaugurated 
changes,  which  would  not  only  lighten  the  work  of  the  teacher  but  save  years  of  time 
in  school  work.  Phonetic  spidling  of  English  would  save  two  3'ears  of  work.  A  year 
might  be  saved  in  the  work  of  arithmetic  hy  the  adoption  of  the  metric  system  of 
weights  and  nieosures.  lie  showed  clearly  that  phonographic  writing  would  result 
in  giuat  gain,  not  only  in  the  school  but  in  one's  after  work  in  life,  lie  thought  that 
pupils  and  teachers  were  too  j)rone  to  work  tor  some  immediate  object,  such  as  the 
pa!*sing  of  an  exaniiniition:  instead  of  striving  for  knowledge  and  mental  culture  as  a 
means  of  enabling  one  to  be  more  useful  in  t  he  worhl. 

Mr.  Sinj.'lair'a  f>aper  on  the  Consolidation  of  School  Sections  was  an  admirable  one. 
lie  8h<»wc«l  how  pro;:rcss  in  eilucation  is  retardcil  by  tlie  outtinjr  up  of  sohcMil  Kcciions 
into  small  ouch.  The  average  Kection  was  only  half  the  prcscribcil  size.  The  condi- 
tion M)uld  easily  be  remedied  by  uniting  the  smaller  sections  intr)  larger  ones.  He 
described  the  new  oouKolidated  school  tiiection  at  Middleton,  and  aUo  <j noted  from 
addresses  of  Professor  Kobertson  on  the  working  of  the  consoliilated  schools  uf  Iowa. 

.  Father  Tompkins,  the  only  local  clergyman  present,  was  called  on  and  related  eonie 
interesting  experiences  he  had  had  as  a  school  commissioner. 

Interesting  addresses  Merc  given  by  Principal  Soloan,  Dr.  May  and  Inspector 
Alacdonald. 
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The  meeting  was  well  attended  and  highly  successful. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  Friday  morning  session  thirty  teachers  from  Antigonish 
<sounty  who  Had  arrived  the  preceding  evening  on  the  8.  S.  **  Malcolm  Cann  were 
enrolled. 

Mr.  .1.  H.  Macdougall,  B.  L.,  who  was  to  read  a  paper  on  *'  How  Best  to  Improve 
our  Public  Schools,  being  absent,  the  next  paper  on  the  programme,  **  Nature 
Study,"  by  Professor  L.  C.  Harlow,  of  the  Normal  School,  was  read  Before  Pro- 
fessor Harlow  began,  however,  Dr.  Ha^'  was  asksd  to  give  a  short  address.  He  spoke 
principally  of  the  importance  of  nature  study.  He  thought  that  probably  muoh  of 
the  avei-sion  to  this  subject  wa4  due  to  the  presentation,  as  subjects  of  study,  of  dead 
animals,  pressed  plants,  etc.,  instead  of  studying  them  in  their  living  state  and  in 
their  habitat.  Ho  related  some  interesting  observations  which  he  had  made  on  such 
common  birds  as  the  junco  and  the  robin. 

Pi-of.  Harlow  began  by  recommending  nature  study  as  an  incentive  to  the 
development  of  industrial  occupations.  He  thought  that  it  should  give 
our  pupils  an  idea  of  our  home  industries.  Interest  in  the  work  was  an 
important  thing,  and  the  knowledge  side  of  the  subject  was  not  so  impor- 
taut  as  the  stimulus  given  to  independent  investigstion.  In  class  work 
on  natural  objects  he  had  found  it  better  to  have  observations  made  in  writing 
instead  of  orally  to  the  whole  class  according  to  the  usual  methfxi.  Training 
in  perseverance  was  one  of  the  valual>le  results  of  the  stud}'.  Interesting  remarks 
on  the  subject  were  made  by  Dr.  MacKay,  Principal  Soloan,  Miss  -Johnson,  Miss 
Boyle,  and  Mr.  Mackenzie.  Mr.  Swaine's  paper  on  *' School  Collections"  was  post- 
ponefl  until  the  afternoon. 

Mr.  Swaine,  in  beginning  his  paf^er,  ntatcd  that  it  did  not,  as  one  might  suppose, 
refer  to  dried  plantt^  and  ccHlection  of  minerals,  but  to  such  living  creatures  a«i  niicht 
be  collected  by  pupils  and  teacher  on  a  half'day  excursion.  Wide- mouthed  bottles, 
nets  fr>r  insects,  diedges,  etc.,  i<hould  In;  taken.  Mr.  Swaine  described  the  insects 
which  might  bo  captured  un^lor  old  boanls,  and  bogs,  a kI  in  fresh  water  jYonds.  and 
descrilied  how  they  might  br  kept  alive  in  captivity.  The  paper  was  bowell  written 
that  Dr.  MucKay  and  others  ailvi.'ted  having;  it  puMi.she<l  in  the  KducafionaJ  RkvUw. 
Dr.  Hay  agreed  lo  have  this  done. 

Miss  Kinlay's  pjipcr  on  "  The  Devilopnient  of  Ta«te  in  Children,"  was  a  gem.  It 
cciniaine<l  .•iUj^rgesliniis  an  to  how  the  beauties  uf  nature,  pictures  and  other  works  of 
art,  an>l  good  literature  nii^ht  Ik.*  used  as  a  ni(ain8  of  devidoping  taste.  Miss  Kinlay's 
e.xoellrnt  paper  will  he  pulilishefl.  Principal  Soloan  was  asked  by  the  Institute'to 
make  an  arhlre.s«  on  the  auhject  lui  Mhieh  Mis.s  Kinlay's  paper  was  written,  and  did 
so,  to  the  great  pleaKuie  of  all. 

Principal  MacLeod,  of  the  GuyslKiro*  Academy,  then  showed  the  teachers  how 
some  Hiniple  electrical  a]»paratus  might  be  cun^t^uctcd  and  oixrrated  He  showed  a 
voltaic  battery,  made  from  /ine  and  copper  contained  in  pickle  jars,  also  some  simple 
elfctro-inagni'ts  and  inhiruments  operated  by  electro  magnets,  a  telegraph  instrument 
ami  tileclric  gon^.  The  exi>eritnent  of  elect roh zing  water  was  successfully  per- 
forin e*L 

Tlie  evenin;^  se.ssioti  began  with  Prin<"ipal  Soloan's  paper,  **  English  in  the  High 
School  Orade.'«.''  It  be^an  hy  ^tatin^  tliat  grammar  and  the  rules  of  composition 
should  not  be  regarde<l  a.s  allirnpurtant.  More  inip<u'tant  is  what  is  commonly 
known  a8  language  training.  .\  most  important  thing  ih  to  have  a  pupil  face  his  in* 
tei  locLitor  ami  make  his  thoughts  (.'tt>ar  in  good  Kngli.-h.  The  teacher  should  get  his 
pnpiU  to  convi.'r.su  freely  witii  liim  on  ihinL's  and  expcrieuf^es.  In  teaching  any  sub- 
jei-t  a  safe  rule  to  go  hy  is  that  there  is  not  a  pruper  conception  of  anything  until  it 
can  he  de.Mcribed  in  language.  The  greater  pait  of  the  ])a(»er  was  devotetfto  men- 
tioning joinnion  errors  in  enunciation,  pionum-irition,  ami  voice,  the  use  of  words  in 
the  w  u)ng  eonnei'lion,  etf.  No  i.-orrect  itlea  c»f  the  value  of  the  pa|>er  can  be  given  by 
de.^oi  ihing  it.  The  vtiici-  «>f  tin*  speaker  would  have  to  lu'  heard  in  order  to  under- 
stand the  way  fine  distinct  ions  in  pronunciation  were  nmde  clear  to  the  audience.    * 

Mr.  Sohjan,  in  the  latter  jKirl  of  \\\f^  a(li.]res.M,  mentioned   the  description  of  natural 
subJcetH,  and    phoni-uiena   of   scientific   character,    a.'^  n   means   of   improvement  in 
JCnglish  in  the  way  of  enlarging  one's  vuca\mY\xY^-. 


TEACHIBS    IKSTirnTES. 


Mr.  A.  A.  UkoNeill  then  rMd  a  paper  on  "  Tucbera'  8»larira."  He  showed  that. 
IhaDgh  the  teacher  occupiea  ft  moat  importcnt  KxibioD,  hia  salary  is  miierably 
■malT— amalter  even  than  that  of  worker*  in  the  minea  and  factories.  The  smallDeu 
erf  skl»ry  gave  tittle  incentive  to  eBort.  The  value  of  the  teacher  might  be  incraaaed 
by  raising  his  aalaiy.  Salaries  were  especially  low  in  the  country  district*.  Thia 
was  dae  to  seTeral  oaDses.  He  instanced  the  smallites*  of  the  school  «ectiona,  and 
tbs  migrftCion  to  the  town*.  Teachera  who  did  not  intend  to  follow  the  profeMioD 
pennanentlf  should  not  be  compelled  ta  attend  Normal  School  by  the  making  attend' 
anca  in  it  neceasary  to  the  granting  of.  a  licenae. 

IS  and  hire  teachera  at  the  lowert 


A  committeo,  which  had  t>eeD  appointed  to  consider  the  taking  of  tome  actioa  in 
rc^rd  to  the  question  of  talaty,  then  brought  a  report  urging  the  Inatitotc  to  paM 
the  folbwiog  resolutions  i — 

1.     That  teachera  are  inadequately  paid. 

>  the  (obedola 


I   the   licensing  of 


«  moved   and   Be<.-ond«d,  the  second  and   fourth  being  passed 

incial   Association  us  repre- 


Tlie  following  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  appointed  :- 
Thomas,  (i.  Cameron,  Beure I ary -Treasurer. 


The  flelectiunof  tlie  place  of  next  n 


Before  closing  a  rote  i>F  thanks  was  oxtentle<l  to  the  following  :  Superintendent 
UbcKhv,  Principal  Soloan.  Hmf.  Harl-)*,  Ur.  Hay,  the  people  of  Ouysboru,  and 
C^pt.  Durl(L>a  of  thu  ii.  H.  ''  Malcolm  Umin," 

Tiiis  wu  tlie  tiril  Te^LUheni'  Inatituto  ever  held  in  Oityalraro,  Anil  the  beauties  of 
the  lown  and  the  loveliness  of  its  aurrunndings  in  leiify  June  aided  in  making  it 
most  pleasant  i  it  certainly  was,  in  every  way,  succa&aful. 

D.  F.  UcLGOD,  Sus.-Truu. 


PROV.   EDUCAT10>.'AL  AS80CUT10K. 


PROVINCIAL  EDUCATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 


OFFICERS  FOR  1903. 

jl'reeident : 

A.  H.  MacKay,  Ll.  D.,  F.  R.  S.  C,  Superintendent  of  Education. 

Vice-Preaident  : 

D.  SoixjAN,  B.  A.,  Principal  of  iNormal  School,  Truro. 

Secretary-Treaxtirer : 

A.  McKay,  Supervisor  Halifax  Schoola. 

Executive  Cummittee : 

Ex-offi.cio — Tbe  President  and  Vice-President. 
Principal  Kennedy,  Halifax. 

M'  KiTTBiCK.  Lunenburg. 
Kemptun,  YaruiQuth. 
Rl'OGLES.  Besr  River. 
Smith,  Windsor. 
Lay,  AinherNt. 
Campbell  Truro. 
Richards,  Canso. 
Crkelman,  North  Sydney. 
MacDunald,  Biiddctk. 


FINANXIAL  STATEMENT  FOR  1896. 


Balance  on  hand   18  11 

Fees 259  24 

Interest    26  90 


EXPEXDITITUES. 


1  Casket   

Educational  Review  .  . , 
Me»<engcr  and  Visitor. , 

Witness 

Chronicle 

Becoider    , 

Herald 


5  00 
ft  00 
5  00 
5  00 
12  50 
12  50 
12  60 


>m  *^ 
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Decorations 4  00 

Hall 14  00 

Mrs.  Archibald    10  00 

Doane  Bros 2  50 

Travelling  Expenses  Rev.  Dr  DeSoyres 6  30 

Secretary     3  79 

Stationery  2  50 

Postage 12  95 

Assistant  Secretary    7  00 

Janitor 5  00 

Secretary's  allowance     60  00 

_     178  54 

Balance  on  hand , $125  71 

Correct : 

(Signed)    W.  R.  Campbell,   I  .     .. 

W.  A.  Creelman,  |^^*^^^^^«- 
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MINUTES  OF  THE  TWELFTH  MEETING 

NORMAL  SCHOOL,  TRURO,  AUGUST  26-28,  1903. 


First  Session,  Wednesday  26,  9  a.  m. 

The  enrolment  of  members  began  at  9  a.  m. 

At  10.30  a.  m.  the  President  called  the  meeting  to  order,  and 
delivered  an  address  on  "  Eklucational  Tendencies."  Discussion  was 
led  by  Rev.  Dr.  Thompson,  President  of  St.  Francis  Xavier  College, 
followed  by  Principal  Butler,  of  Alexandra  School,  Halifax,  and 
Principal  Soloan. 

Second  Session,  Wednesday  26,  2.30  p.  m. 

The  President  called  the  meeting  to  order. 

Dr.  Hall,  of  the  Normal  School,  read  a  paper  on  *'  School  Life  as 
a  Training  for  Citizenship." 

A  ballot  was  taken  for  the  election  of  eight  members,  who  with 
the  Executive  Committee,  should  be  a  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Principal  Ijay,  Prof.  Connolly,  and  Mr.  Bryan  were  appointed  by 
the  President  to  count  the  ballots.  They  reported  the  election  of 
Prof.  D.  A.  Murray,  of  Dal.  Col.;  Inspector  Macdonald,  A.  McKay, 
Dr.  Keirstead,  Mr.  J.  B.  (/alkin,  Prin.  Stewart,  Prin.  O'Hearn, 
and  Mr.  G.  W.  Kyte,  of  8t.  Peters. 

Discussion  on  the  paper  road   by  Dr.  Hall  was  led  by  the  Hon 
Attorney-General,  followed   by  Mr.   R.  T.  Macllreith,  chairman  of 
the   Halifax   School  Board,   Mr.  G.  W.  Kyte,   Mr.  Wm.   McKerron, 
Colonel  Spurr,  Mr.  C  R.  B.  Bryan,   President  Forrest,   Father  Mc- 
Manus,  and  Mr.  F.  B,  Fay. 

Third  Session,  Wednesday,  29,  8  p.  m. 

The  President  called  the  meeting  to  order  in  the  new  assembly 
ball  of  the  Academy. 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Logan  sang  most  acceptably  "  A  Dream  of  Paradise." 
She  was  accompanied  on  the  piano  by  Miss  Susie  Linton. 

Addresses  were  delivered  by  His  Grace  the  Archbishop  of 
Halifax,  Hon.  Attorney-General,  Hon.  F.  A.  Laurence,  and  Rev.  Dr. 
Keirstead. 
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Fourth  Session,  Thursday,  27,  9  a.  m. 
The  President  called  the  meeting  to  order. 

His  Grace  the  Archbishop  delivered  an  address  on  "Secular 
Education  in  its  Relation  to  Morals  and  Religion." 

Discussion  on  the  address  was  led  by  Rev.  Dr.  Falconer,  followed 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Keirstead,  Prin.  Soloan,  and  Principal  Kennedy  of 
Halifax  Academy.  The  discussion  was  closed  by  His  Grace  the 
Archbishop. 

Rev.  Father  Atnirault,  Principal  of  Church  Point  Academy,  read 
a  paper  on  "  Classical  E<lucation  and  Examinations." 

Principal  Creelman,  of  North  Sydney,  read  a  paper  on  "  Written 
Examinations." 

Fifth  Session,  Thursday,  27,  2  p.  m. 

The  President  called  the  meeting  to  order. 

Mr.  G.  W.  T.  Irving,  chief  clerk  of  the  Education  Office,  read  a 
paper  on  *  Reformatories  and  Incorrigibles." 

Dr.  G.  L.  Sinclair,  Superintendent  of  Public  Charities,  read  a 
paper  on  *  The  Classification  of  Feeble-minded  Children." 

On  motion  of  Principals  Soloan  and  McKitmck  these  papers  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Resolutions. 

Mr.  P.  J.  Shaw,  Macdonald  Supervisor  of  Nature  Study,  read  a 
paper  on  **  The  Nature  Study  Movement." 

Principal  McGill,  of  the  Middleton  Consolidated  School,  read  a 
paper  on  "  School  Gardens." 

Inspector  Macintosh  read  a  paper  on  "The  Improvement  of 
Rural  Schools." 

Discussion  was  led  by  Prof.  D.  A.  Murray,  followed  by  Dr. 
Magee,  Prof.  Smith,  Principal  Stewart,  and  Principal  Kennedy. 

Sixth  Session,  Thursday,  27,  8  p.  m. 

The  President  called  the  meeting  to  order. 

Discussion  on  Rural  Schools  was  resumed  by  Principal  Magee, 
followed  by  Prof.  H.  W.  Smith. 
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Principal  Stewart,  of  Sydney,  read  a  paper  on  "  Teachers'  Pen- 


sions." 


Principal  Kennedy,  of  Halifax,  gave  an  address  on  "The 
Teachers'  Union." 

The  President  announced  that  a  ^vernmcnt  grant  of  S200  would 
be  given  for  each  section  uniting  with  a  central  section  to  Form  a 
consolidated  school. 

The  meeting  adjourned  at  10  p.  m.  to  attend  a  social  given  under 
the  management  of  Principal  Campbell  in  the  assembly  hall  of  the 
Academy.  Here  .the  members  of  the  association  met  many  (if  the 
leading  citizens  of  Truro  and  enjoyed  social  intercourse,  refresh- 
ments, and  good  music. 

Seventh  Session,  Friday,  28,  9  a.  m.  " 

The  President  called  the  meeting  to  order. 

Inspector  MacdonalH,  of  Antigonish,  read  a  paper  on  "Consolida- 
tion of  Rural  Sections." 

This  paper  was  discussed  by  Mr.  (ileo.  Macdonald,  of  Westville; 
Dr.  Hay,  editor  of  the  Eilacational  Review;  Dr.  Woodman,  of  Dal- 
housio  (,'ollege;  and  Inspector  Mclvinnon. 

Prof.  Harlow,  of  the  Normal  School,  read  a  paper  on  "  Summer 
Normal  Schools." 

This  paper  was  discussed  by  Inspector  Creighton,  Principal 
Campbell,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Keirstead. 

In  the  ttV)sence  of  Win.  Hepburn,  M.  A ,  Librarian  of  Chicago,  his 
paper  on  ''801100!  Li^nirit's"  was  pn'sented  by  Mr.  J.  W.  Logan,  of 
Halifax  Academy.  Tlui  siihject  was  discussed  by  Principal  Campbell 
of  Truro. 

Mr.  R.  T.  Macllreith,  Chairni.'in  of  the  Halifax  School  Board,. 
read  a  paper  on  '  Cuiiinierciai  Kducjition  in  High  Schools." 

Discussion  was  led  hv  Principal  Trefry,  of  Morris  St.  School,. 
Halifax,  followed  by  Principal  McKittrick  and  Mr.  J.  W.  H. 
Cameron,  who  road  a  f>api'r  on  "  Tht*  Teaching  ol'  Shorthand." 

Mr  T.  B.  Kidiier,  k'Su  per  visor  of  ManiDil  Training  Schools  for 
Nova  Scotia,  read  a  pa]eron  "'Mechanic  Science." 

Miss  MacCall,  Principal  of  the  Truro  Domestic  Science  School^ 
read  a  paper  on  "  Domestic  Science."  This  paper  was  discussed  by. 
Miss  B.  C.  Crowe,  Matron  of  L'hadborne  Hall,  Madison,  Wis. 
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Eighth  Session,  Friday,  28,  2  p.  m. 

The  President  called  the  meeting  to  order. 

Mr.  J.  A.  Braithwaite,  B.  A.,  of  the  West  Indies,  read  a  paper  on 
the  "  Home  and  the  School." 

Manual  Training  was  discussed  by  Dr.  Woodman  of  Dalhousie 
College. 

Princifml  Campbell,  supported  by  Principals  O'Uearn  and  Lay^ 
moved  the  following  resolutions  which  pai^sed  unanimously  : — 

"  This  Association  wishes  to  place  on  record  an  expression  of 
sorrow  at  the  loss  it  has  sustained  by  the  death  of  Principal 
Cameron,  of  Yarmouth,  who  for  so  many  years  occupied  such  a 
prominent  position  among  the  teachers  of  this  Province,  and  to 
whose  ability  and  honesty  of  purpose  the  members  of  this  Associa- 
tion bear  testimony. 

"  A  faithful  and  earnest  teacher  with  a  strong  personality,  he 
made  an  impression  on  our  educational  work  which  will  not  be  soon 
effaced.  Many  men  and  women  who  to-day  are  engaged  in  teach- 
ing, or  in  the  practice  of  one  of  the  other  professions,  owe  very 
much  of  their  success  to  the  training  received  from  him. 

"  We  desire  to  tender  to  Mrs.  Cameron  our  heartfelt  sympathy 
with  her  in  the  loss  she  has  sustained." 

At  this  point  the  President  left  the  chair,  which  was  taken  by 
Inspector  Craig,  in  order  that  the  Teachers'  Union  might  be 
re-organized. 

The  election  of  officers  resulted  as  follows : — 

President — Principal  Soloan. 
Vice-President — Inspector  Craig. 
Secretary -Treasurer. — Principal  Kennedy. 

Advinory  Committee. — Principal  Lay,  Inspector  Macintosh^ 
Principal  Stewart,  Inspector  Morse,  Principal  Kempton. 

A  large  number  of  the  members  of  the  Association  joined  the 
Union  and  paid  the  admission  fee. 

The  President  then  resumed  the  chair. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Calkin,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Resolutions,  pre- 
sented the  following  resolutions,  which  were  discussed  and  passed 
unanimously : — 

1.     Wherxas,  the  success  of  our  educational  system  is  intimately  aud  \vi'«^^x«X\^ 
dependent  on  well  qualified  and  efficient  teachers  in  the  puVtWc  acVvooXa  \ 
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And  Wkiheas,  aueh  U»cheri  oiinot  be  reMined  or  wcored  without  remuneration 
in  Hotiju  good  desree  comD^Diuratc  with  llie  expeoditura  of  time  and  mcuii  involrad 
Id  obdiiuipg  (juuiGuatialia  rniuirad  fur  their  respoDiible  work  ; 


And  Whereis,  the  result  of  the  coatly  eijuipmentot  the  Nomi«l  Sohool,  achool 
iuBpection  and  other  educational  machiuery  now  eatabliahed  and  maintuned  by  the 
Guverument,  art;  being  divBrted  from  tfaeir  legitiniftte  purpoae,  aud  to  a  larger  extent 

doing  work  for  otber  couotrica  ; 

Theriforic  Rksolvkd,  That  this  Awooiation  urgently  appeal  to  the  Conncil  of 
Public  Inatriictiun  to  look  into  the  whalL>  matter  of  educatinoal  support,  and  deviae 
adequate  means  for  the  improvement  uf  present  conditions,  and 

Fi'KTttKR  Resolved,  that  we  inform  the  Council  of  Public  Instruotion  that  a 
committee  has  beeu  appointcil  by  thi^  AMuuiatiou  to  enquire  into  the  nattan 
referred  to  above,  and  to  furnish  information. 

3.  ResoLtkd,  that  Ihia  AsiiociBtiini  appoint  a  committee  of  Ave  to  cmrefnilj 
examine  into  the  question  of  eilucntional  support,  and  gather  infonnaiinn  covering 
the  aame,  in  order  that  they  may  be  in  a  position  to  aanist  the  Council  of  Public 
Instruction,  should  they  be  asked. 

•).  This  Association  grentlv  deplores  the  injury  dnne  to  onr  achool*  by  having 
teachers  unilerbidding  each  other  for  positions,  and  by  having  trustees  enileavoriim 
to  Mwure  teachers  at  the  lowext  possible  sularies.  This  AaaouiatJun  believes  that 
the  Hulary  offered  slioiild  be  a  deliniCe  sum,  aileijiiate  for  the  proper  support  of  a 
teacher  in  good  working  ciinililiau— a  living  wage,  tluit  will  enable  a  prudent  teacliar 
to  make  some  provision  for  the  future,  and  that  for  this  sum  tlie  trualeea  should 
ooileuvor  to  secure  the  Ixrat  teacher  pussibltt.  This  Aiaociatioii  would  therefore 
recommend  tlukt  in  advertising  fiir  lea<'hurs.  tiuslees  should  always  stat«  the  qualifi- 
cations required  and  the  salary  udi'red.  an  that  teachers  may  not  be  placed  m  the 
undiguiGed  position  of  bidding  againnt  each  other. 

■).  Rrmom'rii,  Tliat  thin  Association  records  itH  high  appreciation  of  the  papara 
road  by  Mr.  Irving  and  Dr.  Sini-hiir  nn  "  ItefiirniaturiiM  for  Truants  and  Incorri- 
gibles, '  and  *'  Thx  KvuUe  Minded,"  respectivi-ly  ;  it  fully  endorses  the  viewa  therein 
expressed,  and  it  woulil  roipvi-t fully  urge  u|miii  the  Cnuni>il  uf  Public  Instrnotion  to 
tuKo  ituch  Klep*  as  may  be  jiidtjed  liiist  to  give  pruuticttl  elTect  (o  (heir  views. 

5.  It  is  tlieupiniiiii  r>f  this  Association  tliat  IheHtanding  of  our  teachers  as  mem- 
bi'i's  of  a  pitifutoion  would  be  raited,  ami  the  elliciency  of  our  schnoU  in  ceoeral 
would  be  gieatly  pnimnteil,  if  it  were  generally  uniiertito»il  and  expected  that 
teacliem  wlien  npiKiintiil  wniild  liolil  their  pmitiona  during  good  conduct  aud 
olHrielJCt',  or  until  after  due  niuii.'e,  if  liie"  "'■"'^'-^  '••  -"-i-."*      Thi«  tm^n^i^ti^n  iko**- 

make  annuat  npplicJiLiuu  for  iHisltioiis, 
that  this  shuuld  lie  done  fur  ilie  purp'is'' 
pt'rformance  of  llic  unpteaxant  iluty  ut  ci 
elfii'ient  inemlMm  of  a  school  slalT. 

ti.  That  this  AsHociation  heartily  en 
tjcliools,  and  strongly  urges  ttitehers  tliai 
offered  by  these  schiioU. 

7.  WiiKKEAa,  it  is  proved  liy  our  eduuatinaal  statistics,  that  a  large  nnnbar  of 
schools  in  our  agricultural  tlisttiits  are  fojnil  to  be  wt'ak  and  ioefhoient,  ohie&y  on 
account  of  the  fewness  nf  pupiU  found  in  many  such  achools,  the  Asaociktion 
believes  that  the  impruveiu<;iit  nf  these  suhnoli  would  be  effected  by  coDaolidkting  a 
number  of  secliuna  into  one  seetion,  sufficiently  strong  in  pupils  and  aueasable  pro- 
perty to  maintain  a  good  school. 

Rrsol 
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8.  Whereas,  the  Britiih  Hyitam  of  w«i^ht«  and  uteMurei  whieb  ftre  not  even 
uniform  in  all  parts  of  tbe  Britiih  Empire,  ii  a  [lourGr  of  UDoeceBwry  labor  and  of 
Ion  of  time,  and  ii  also  in  some  degree  an  obstacle  to  trade,  not  only  with  tbe 
British  Empire,  but  also  to  iu  foreign  trade  i  and 


Bbmlved,  that  tbe  Secretary  of  this  Association  be  instructed  to  communicate 
with  the  Boards  of  Trade,  Chambers  of  Commerce  and  Educationnl  Associations  of 
this  Dumiuion,  in  order  that  a  joinc  memorial  or  sjnohrnnouB  memorials,  petitioning 
for  the  speedy  adopticin  of  the  metric  system,  may  be  presented  to  tbe  tiovernmeDt 
'Of  this  Dominion  by  the  above  named  bodies. 

In  accordaoce  with  the  second  resolution  the  following  committee 
was  appointed : — 

Inspector  Macintosh  of  Lunenburg;  Inspector  Macdonald  of  Anti- 
ffonish;  J.  B.  Calkin,  Esq.,  Chairman  Truro  School  Board;  Professor 
D.  A.  Murray,  of  Dalhousie  College  ;  and  Principal  Lay,  of  Amherst 
Academy. 

Resolutions  offered  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Beazley  of  Hantsport,  and  the 
Teachers'  Institute  of  Cape  Breton,  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Resolutions  for  further  consideration. 

Then  followed  a  general  discussion  on  the  teaching  of  the  metric 
system,  introduced  by  Miss  Antoinette  Forbes  of  Windsor,  and  con- 
tinued by  the  President,  Principal  Campbell  and  Principal  Lay. 

On  motion  of  Insp<!Ctor  Macintosh,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered 
to  the  railway  managers  for  reduced  fares  and  to  the  newspapers 
for  full  reports  of  proceedings. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  tendered  to  Principal  Campbell  and  Mrs. 
Logan  for  their  valuable  services  in  connection  with  the  "social." 
Principal  Campbell  responded  in  suitable  terms. 

The  discussion  on  the  metric  sy.stem  was  resumed  by  Mins  Forbes, 
followed  by  Principal  O'Hearn,  Professor  Connolly  and  Inspector 
Creighton. 

The  president  having  asked  for  an  expression  of  opinion  as  to 
the  most  suitable  time  for  the  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Educational 
AfsociatioQ,  the  meeting  decided,  after  di<icuflaion  by  Inspector 
Uacdnnald,  Principal  Lay,  Inspector  Creighton,  Principal  Campbell, 
and  Principal  Kennedy,  to  recommend  the  tirst  school  week  after 
snmmer  holidays. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  the  Executive 
Committee,  consisting  of  one  member  from  each  Inspectorial 
Division,  as  follows : — 
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Frincipftl  O'Hearo  (or  Halifax  City  aod  Conaty. ' 

"  UcKittrick  for  Lunenburg  and  Queena. 

"  Kempton  for  Yarmouth  and  Shelborne. 

"  Ruaglea  for  Annapolis  and  Cigby. 

''  Ford  for  Kin^s  and  Hants. 

Inspector  Uacdonald  for  Anti^ninh  ami  Guysboro. 
Principal  Stewart  for  Cape  Breton  and  Richmond. 
Inspector  McKiniion,  for  Inverneas  and  Victoria. 
Principal  Campbell  for  Pioou  and  East  Colchester. 

"  Lay  for  Cumberland  and  Weit  Colchester. 

On  motion  of  Father  Sullivan  and  Principal  Kennedy,  it  was> 
agreed  that  suggestions  lelating  to  amendments  to  the  course  of 
study  be  sent  to  the  executive  committee. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Outhit  of  Middieton  advocaleil  the  introductiOQ  of 
military  drill  into  the  schoul  course.  Principals  Soloan  and  Ken- 
nedy pointed  out  that  its  value  was  fully  reciignize<!  in  the  Normal 
School  und  in  the  Halifax  Academy. 

After  some  closing  remarks  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Keirstead  the  meeting 
adjourned  sine  die. 


Secretary, 
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8ociciitii—C.  B.  B.  Bryan,  Farmers'  AKrieultural  Society ;  W.  T.  Kenoedy, 
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EDUCATION     OFFICE, 

Halifax,  February,  1905. 

BiK, — 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith,  to  be  laid  before  His 
Honour  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  my  report  on  the  Public  Schools 
of  Nova  Scotia,  for  the  School  year  ended  3  let  July,  1904. 

I  am,  with  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.   H.   MAOKAY, 

♦ 

Superintendent  of  Education. 

» 
To  the  Eon.  Geo.  H.  Mubbay, 

Provincial  Secretary.  ^  * 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON    THE 

PUBLIC    SCHOOLS    OF    NOVA    SCOTIA, 

1903-1904. 


To  His  Honour,  Hon.  Alfred  Gilpin  Jones, 

Lieutenant-Governor  of  Nova  Scotia. 

May  it  Please  Your  Honour, — 

I  beg,  in  accordance  with  the  law,  to  submit  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Public  Schools  of  the  Province,  for  the  School  Year  ended 
31st  July,  1904. 

For  much  detail  otherwise  necessary  in  an  annual  report,  I  sub- 
mit as  supplementary,  the  April  and  October  issues  of  the  Journal  of 
Education,  sent  free  according  to  law  to  every  board  of  public  school 
trustees  in  the  province.  They  contain,  among  other  information, 
the  names  of  the  teachers  employed  in  the  schools,  the  amount  of  tho 
provincial  aid  paid  each,  the  amount  of  the  municipal  fund  paid  each 
section,  the  names  and  classes  of  the  teachers  licensed  and  of  the 
graduates  of  the  Normal  School,  the  names  and  standing  of  those  who 
obtained  "  pass  "  certificates  of  the  four  provincial  High  School 
grades,  the  provincial  Examination  Question  papers,  the  courses  of 
study  for  various  kinds  of  schools,  and  the  latest  amendments  of  tho 
school  law. 

Out  of  1,817  school  sections,  as  many  as  240  were  without  school* 
A  considerable  proportion  of  these  consists  of  more  or  less 
depopulated  settlements,  it  must  be  remembered.  This  is  61  more 
than  the  previous  year,  and  was  due  mainly  to  the  feeling  among 
teachers  that  the  profession  was  not  being  fairly  dealt  with  by  rural 
school  boards ;  for  while  wages  even  of  unskilled  labor  and  the  cost 
of  living  had  been  advancing  for  many  years,  there  was  no  corres* 
ponding  advance  in  teachers^  salaries.  School  trustees  in  rural  dis- 
tricts would  not  advance  beyond  the  traditional  "  pay  "  oi.  ^\^^\k 
times.     The  result  was  foreseen,    and   ac\ioo\  ttw&Vft^^  n^^x^  lort^ 
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warned.  Yet  although  748  new  licenses  were  issued  within  the  year, 
as  against  only  440  in  the  preceding  year,  the  number  of  new  teachers 
accepting  a  school  were  49  less  than  the  preceding  year.  Some  of  the 
older  teachers  also  gave  up  their  schools  for  more  remunerative 
employments,  Avhile  others,  unfortunately  including  a  niunber  of 
Normal  trained  teachers,  accepted  schools  in  the  Xorth-West  Terri- 
tory of  the  Dominion. 

From  Table  XXVIII,  page  55,  it  w^ill  be  seen  that  the  schools 
closed  were  for  the  most  part  included  in  the  300  of  the  preceding 
year  which  had  an  average  attendance  of  less  than  t^n.  This  revolt 
of  the  profession  was  not  confined  to  this  province  alone,  for  other 
eastern  provinces  and  states  suffered  more  severely.  Our  immunity 
was  no  doubt  partly  due  to  the  hint  given  trustees  in  the  Journal  of 
Education,  The  response  which  was  volimtarily  made  by  the  great 
majority  of  the  school  sections  in  raising  salaries,  proves  that  the 
intelligence  and  public  spirit  of  our  people  as  a  whole  are  of  a 
higher  order  than  elsewhere,  for  there  has  been  a  d(x;ided  increase  in 
the  average  salaries  of  teachers  of  each  sex  and  of  each  grade.  This 
is  all  the  more  praiseworthy  when  we  observe  that  the  money  raised 
for  the  building  or  improving  of  the  school  houses  increased  at  the 
same  time  from  $67,540.65  to  $76,900.90.  The  total  vohmtary 
vote  by  the  people  for  salaries  and  all  other  school  purposes  was 
$569,745.00  as  against  $552,350.17  the  preceding  year. 

The  general  increase  in  salaries  was  still  further  made  possible 
by  the  increased  municipal  fund,  which  advanced  from  $121,015.95 
to  $146,382.45,  as  shown  in  detail  in  Table.  XVII,  page  24.  The 
increases  of  salary  arc  shown  in  detail  in  Tables  XV  and  XVI,  page^ 
22  and  23. 

The  year  shows  a  decided  advance  in  nearly  every  respect  except 
the  attendance,  which  was  affected  by  01  additional  closed  schools,  the 
unusual  prevalence  of  serious  epidemics,  pointed  out  in  some  of  the 
Inspectors'  reports,  and  the  brisk  demand  for  labor.  In  fact,  the 
pupils  in  Grades  I,  VITI,  X  and  XI  were  more  numerous  than  in  the 
preceding  year,  notwithstanding  the  special  drawback.  As  will  l)e 
seen  from  Table  XXVIII,  page  55,  the  decrease  was  confined 
entirely  to  small  rural  schools;  for  the  attendance  in  graded  rural 
and  all  town  and  city  scliools  increased.  On  tlie  whole  the  falling 
off  for  the  year  (which  is  only  temporary)  was  less  than  two  in  one 
hundred. 

The  comparative  success  with  which  the  crisis  of  1904  has  been 

weathered,  is  enhanced  by  other  incidents  such  as  the  obtaining  of 

legislation  to  stimulate  the  consolidation  of  small  or  depopulated 

aections.     Already  in  the  counties  of  Caipe  ^t^Xoiv  «L\L^N[v5toc\«L^  nine 
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school  sections  have  been  consolidated  into  three  with  some  provision 
for  conveyance  of  distant  pupils ;  and  several  others  have  been  united 
into  larger  ordinary  sections,  and  many  others  are  preparing  for 
union. 

New  school  buildings  of  improved  design  and  equipment  are 
going  up  in  every  quarter  of  the  province ;  manual  training  instruc- 
tion, school  gardens  and  school  libraries  are  advancing.  Progreas 
has  been  made  in  securing  the  publication  of  Readers  for  the  oom- 
mon  schools.  Fresh  interest  is  being  stimulated  in  thorough  drill  in 
the  fundamental  elements  of  a  popular  education,  while  the  thoughts 
of  the  children  are  being  turned  towards  the  study  and  development 
of  the  resources  of  their  own  country.  And  it  is  also  hoped  that  in 
an  increasing  number  of  our  schools  the  yoimg  people  are 
inspired  with  the  higher  ideas  necessary  to  make  them  good  and 
ful  citizens  of  the  province  and  our  world-wide  commonwealths 

The  usual  abstract  of  statistics  is  given  on  the  following  pagesL 


IV 
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STATISTICAL    ABSTRACT. 


1. — Sections. 

1903. 

School  Sections  in  Province 1845 

Sections  without  schools 179 

2. — Schools. 

Schools  in  operation 2895 

session  50  days  or  under     10 

50  to  100  days..      47 

100  to  150  days..    103 

150  to  200  davs.  ..    342 

200  (and  less  than 

full  term)..    ..  9S(> 

full  tenn 907 

Average  days  in  session 19G.7 


u 


(< 


a 


a 


a 


tt 


1004. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1817 

«... 

28 

240 

61 

•   •   •   • 

235.3 

.   •  •   • 

42 

13 

3 

•  •  •   • 

42 

•     .     ■     a 

5 

118 

15 

•  •  •   • 

333 

•   •  •   • 

9 

1178 

192 

•   ■   «   • 

(547 

•   .   •   • 

260 

197.9 

1.2 

•   •  •   • 

3.— Teachers. 

Number  of  teachers 2494 

''  "        Xonual  trained..  107 7 

Class  A,  Male  Teachers 71 

24 

115 

391 

139 

792 

116 

846 

•   ••       ••       •••••      *2r*2r  JL 

2053 


A,  Female 

B,  Male 

B,  Female 

C,  Male 

C,  Female 

D,  Male 

Dy  Female 

Total 

Male 

(( 

Female 

a 
u 

a 
a 

iC 

a 


New  Teachers 345 

Teachers,  service  1  year  or  under.  .  .  .  600 

1  to  2  years 322 

2  to  3  years 293 

3  to  4  years 209 

4  to  5  vears 174 

5  to  7  years 244 
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7  to  10  vears 


.  . .  220 

10  to  15  years 201 

15  to  20  years 100 

20  to  30  vears 101 

30  years  and  over.  .  30 

New  Licenses  issued  (all  classes) ...  566 


2441 

1054 

61 

25 

101 

398 

119 

775 

107 

855 

388 

2053 

344 

551 

282 

304 

225 

186 

253 

213 

188 

107 

99 

33 

759 


1 

7 


9 


11 

16 

12 

9 


53 
23 
10 

•  •  •  . 

14 

•  •  •  • 

20 

17 

9 

•  •  .  • 

53 

•  •  .  . 

1 
49 
40 


7 
13 
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Pupils  on  Register,  1st  quarter 

2n(l 

3ra 

4th 

Av.  daily  atten<l'ce,  1st 

"      "  "         2nd 

"      "  "         3rd 

"      "  "         4th 

Tot.  days   attnd'ce  for  year.  11,144,303  10,892,521 
in  school  vear. .  210  215 


■" 

1:. — Attkxdance. 

1 

1903. 

1904. 

Incraase. 

Decreas  3, 

lartor 

81,4;H 

78,542 

2,889 

kk 

88,511 

8(t,781 

1,730 

iC 

1)2,227 

00,318 

1,909 

C( 

1)8,501 

»6,6(57 

1,834 

ii 

57,980 

54,878 

3,052 

it 

52,313 

50,254 

1,059. 

ii 

52,762 

50,071 

2,691 

ii 

56,773 

56,107 

«66 

n 


i( 


5    


5. — Classification   of  Pupils. 

Grade  T  (and  Kindergarten)  .  .  20,553  20,779 

II 13,817  13,074 

III 12,825  12,655 

IV 12,424  12,297 

V 10,271  9,962 

VI 8,280  8,024 

VII 7,801  7,418 

VIII ...        5,716  5,742 


226 
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it 
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•  .  •  • 
803 
170 
.127 
309 
256 
383 


26 


Tot.  in  Common  School  Grades 
Grade  IX 

''     X 

''     XI 

"     XII 

Total  in  High  School  Grades.  . 


91,687 
4,306 
1,841- 

822 
112 


7,081 


89,891 

4,017 

1,972 

911 

95 

6,995 


131 

89 


1,796 
289 


17 


86 


Total  in  Pnhlic  Schools 98,768       96,886        1,882 

Wrote  at  High  Schf>ol  Exam..        3,258         3,437  179        

Passed  in  Grades  written  for.  .  1,742  1,662  ....  80 
Full    Academic     High     School 

Pupils 1,649         1,673  24        

Full       Xon-Academic       High 

School  Pupils 4,108         3,971       137 

Partial 1,324         1,351  27        

6. — Section    Statistics. 

Property  in  section $90,601,016  $96,630,393  $6,029,377 

School  pro]>erty  in  section     1,801,276      1,890,163  88,887 

Vote  at  Annual  Meeting..        552,350         569,745  17,395 

Buildings  and  repairs...           67,540           76,900  9,360 

Vols,  in  School  libraries. .           16,648            21,904  S,^^^ 

Maps,  charts,  globes,  &c.  .             8,390             ft,\^\  ^'^'^ 
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7. — Total   Expejcditure. 

1903.  1904.  Increase.   DecreaM. 

Total  Provincial  Aid.  .  .$263,092.18  $268,903.98  $5,811.80  

"      Municipal  Funds.    121,015.95  146,382.45  25,366.50  ...^ 

^'      Sec.   Assessment..   552,350.17  569,745.00  17,394.83  ..... 

Expenditure,  Public  Edu- 
cation     936,458.30  985,031.43  49,573.13  ..... 

S. — Enrolment  and  Average   Attendance  of  Pupils. 

Total  annual  enrolment 98,768     96,886     1,883 

Daily  present  on  an  average 55,213     54,000     1,213 

9. — Miscellaneous. 

Teachers'  Licensee  issued 440  748  308 

ILP.  Q.   Certificates   "   331  549  218 

Mechanic  Science  pupils 1,815  2,287  472 

Domestic  Science      ''       1,467  1,628  161 

School  Libraries   113  169  56 

Value  of  Libraries $20,723  $26,339  $5,616 

School  Gardens 52  79  27 

In  Military  Cadet  Corps 161  191  30 

Teachers  in  Graded  Schools 921  967  46 

Pupils       "       "            "      47,462  51,664  4,202 

Teachers  in  Ungraded  Schools  ....      1,471  1,368     103 

Pupils       "         "                 "        ....  51,306  45,222     6,084 
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HISTOKICAL    AND    COMPARATIVE    STATISTICS. 

The  historical  and  comparative  statistics  given  in  the  folloAving 
tabulations  are  of  general  interest,  and  explain  themselves  without 
the  aid  of  comment : 


CONSPECTUS  OF  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 

(A)    Before   the   Free   School   System. 


Year 


1820 
4 
8 
9 

1831 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

1841 
2 
3 
4 
6 
7 

1850 
1 
2 


4 


6 
7 
8 
9 
1860 
1 
2 
3 
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99    bi 
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a>  eS 


00 
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• 
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i 

c 

g 

8 

A 
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O 

st  per 
enrolled. 

F-< 

-«-> 

o  ^ 

.S2-4 

% 

o  = 

.5  II 

^ 

"3  '"^ 

3  fr 

S* 

e8 

O 

i<2 

04 

H 

< 

Remarks. 


217 


375 
423 
457 
444 
530 
550 
648 
854 
939 
935 
1001 
1041 
896 
878 
967 


907 


1002 
1127 
1061 
1059 
1043 
1092 
1072 
1112 


5,514 
6,639 
12,000 
12,941 
11,771 
13,161 
12,573 
15,292 
16,000 
20,910 
29,382 
29,723 
30,979 
33,960 
34,729 
25,328 
20,579 
32,762 


31,010 


31,307 
4,356 
33,742 
35,581 
35,293 
33,652 
36,087 
37,483 
35,405 


%  48,792 
31,367 
57,602 
37,468 
49,813 
60,000 


83,973 
92,272 
88,190 
79,828 
93,172 

100,556 
93,611 

107,107 


S  7,338 
16,628 
17,865 
27,323 
28,000 


$  34,720 


103,608 


104,047 
128,222 
129,672 
135,041 
121,873 
129,775 
129,999 
130,664 
115,226 


36,112 
34,396 
36,255 
37,712 
43,394 
42,368 
42,675 
47,982 


38,705 
74,230 
55,333 
77,136 
78,000 


$3  29 


46,642 


42,355 
53,519 
53,319 
46,891 
45,742 
46,833 
47,888 
45,472 
47,930 


120,095 
126.668 
124,445 
117,540 
136,566 
142,924 
136,286 
155,389 


5 
4 
5 
4 


150,250 


146,402 
181,741 
182,991 
181,932 
167,615 
176,608 
177,887 
176,136 


4 
4 
4 
3 
3 
5 
4 
4 


4 
5 
5 
5 
4 
5 
4 
4 


64 
40 
04 
88 

09 
26 
02 
46 
93 
64 
61 
74 


Common 
Schools  only. 


4  85 


68 
29 
42 
11 
75 
25 
93 
70 


Common 

and 

High  Schools. 


J.  W.  Dawson. 

u 


M.  &  R. 

A.  Forrester. 


163,156\  ^  fem.^.^&axA 
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(By      I'xnER   THE   FhEE   SflKKlI,   SYSTEM. 


i 

fVi-  h  -^' 

■ 

J 

'5      r>. 

1 

1 

il  P, 

1 

^ 

1 

1^  1^^ 

1865 

Biej  39,4fil[23.572'(j0.oW24  67a 

. 

1  93,203 

12 17,936 
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l-,S.-i5lg  3.1,4(12 

13«.(l21 

:«8.535 
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202.913 

91.477 

162.000 

.">!  6,300 

13  98 

139(1'  «8.fll3:3ft,78I  SH.a 

298,«.'i9 

91,938 

I64,7;W 

5.'i.).387 

13  08 

1613   J4.1304;).078  58.1 

23«,754 

91.760 

187.387 

.145,901 

12  87 

1S70 

1^  Z5'?!?i'*?-l~5«0 

■M6.m 

91,702 

174,602 

.M2,.J24 

12  62 

Eliuit. 

7»,WB*3.6I2|57.4 

247.209 

91,762 

17fi,l74 

31.'^,  145 

11  81 

73.M8|*0,80655.4 

245,7rfl 

a>.46l 

1TI.3».7 

512,615 

12  56 

[OU 

74.297  41,3B'J.M. 3 

2«5,274 

ia>.029 

16.-.,5fl2 

.'S33  865 

12  94 

lorm 

70.«7  44.143  55.0 

287,349 

107.301 

1 7.1,013 

.569.863 

12  90 

•f 

1773 

79.12344,229  55.3 

K0,I30. 

107,398 

183..*18,i 

813,091 

13  86 

g 

1810   7J».8l3[4.i.37.1|56.3 

338,83a| 

106.781 

1W.60.-. 

840,224 

14  II 

£ 

18aM   82,3(M^«.(KI0.3tt.8 

3iJ4,r«iO! 

1()(1.833 

-204,266 

83.-..849 

13  61 

Alli».n.        ^ 
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"In  1893  the  traneitinii  was  made  fnmi  the  school  year  of  tim  lorros  entling  on  the 
Slat  October  to  the  school  yuar  of  oi.r.  term  endinu  un  tlie  3l8t  July.  Thii  school  year 
therefore,  eonaisLeil  of  the  nine  caleiitlHr  months  from  the  first  of  Suveniber  to  tho  Slat 
flf  July,  1883.  From  this  date  the  -tcoxd  column  i,f  the  table  above  gives  the  -No.  of 
TBachere  during  tho  year,"  and  the  'hIrJ  column  gives  Ihe  "Annual  EamlmenL" 

Curves  of  the  mori  important  of  these  statistics  are  sbowii  on  the  i)B»t  page. 
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GENERAL   COMME^^TS. 

As  a  few  new  subjects  will  require  more  space  in  this  report  than 
they  are  likely  to  require  in  the  future,  several  other  subjects  must 
be  treated  more  briefly  than  usual.  A  glance  over  the  statistical 
tables  will  discover  the  general  trend  of  most  educational  movements. 
The  appendices  are  also  sources  of  important  information  which  can 
hardly  be  summed  up  in  a  few  brief  statements. 

The  report  of  the  Principal  of  the  Normal  School,  beginning  on 
page  59,  is  one  of  the  first  to  engage  the  attention  of  those  who  would 
know  what  is  being  done  to  improve  the  teaching  staff  of  the  province. 
His  administration  of  the  institution  is  eminently  able  and  popular. 

The  Inspectors'  rej>orts,  beginning  on  page  74,  give  in  many  cases 
very  effective  glimpses  of  the  state  of  education  as  seen  in  the  field. 
The  Inspector  is  the  active  agent  of  tlie  Department  coming  periodi- 
cally into  touch  with  each  teacher  and  school  board.  He  is  the  active 
^ardian  of  educational  interests,  and  the  main  stimulator  of  pro- 
gress, where  there  is  progress ;  and  the  latter  function  is  as  necessary 
as  the  former.  He  is  now  specially  charged  with  the  duty  of 
strengthening  school  sections  and  toning  up  educational  sentiment  in 
lethargic,  decaying  or  remote  communities.  It  is  therefore  with 
much  satisfaction  that  the  Council's  reorganization  of  the  Cape 
Breton  counties  into  three  inspectorial  divisions  was  announced. 
And  as  there  were  marked  steps  of  improvement  in  the  reconstruction 
of  weak  school  sections  under  the  administration  of  the  two  old 
Inspectors,  the  good  work  is  now  expected  to  proceed  with  rapid  accel- 
eration. 

On  pa^^e  127,  the  reports  from  the  Halifax  schools  begin.  As  the 
city  is  the  oldest,  wealthiest,  and  most  populous  school  section  of  the 
province,  it  naturally  meets  first  each  problem  which  may  arise  later 
in  other  sections.  As  its  educational  officers  are  also  the  most  experi- 
enced, the  reports  are  always  of  the  greatest  educational  value, 
whether  they  describe  the  course  of  progress,  or  discuss  general  or 
particular  problems. 

In  the  following  appendices  an  effort  is  made  to  show  what  has 
been  done  during  the  year  in  all  other  educational  institutions  and 
institutes  which  receive  aid  from  public  funds  in  any  manner.  The 
Halifax  School  for  the  Blind  has  just  completed  a  magnificent  new 
school  room,  which  now  makes  its  equipment  ideally  ample  and  com- 
plete. An  enlargement  of  the  rate  of  public  funds  to  supplement 
the  endowment  funds  for  the  regular  nmning  expenses  of  the  insti- 
tution,  appears  to  be  justified  by  a  comparison  of  its  character,  work 
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and  expense  with  those  of  the  other  leading  schools  of  the  class  in 
America.  The  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  is  also  well 
.housed  and  equipped  with  ample  accommodation  and  the  most 
modern  and  successful  methods.  The  reports  from  these  institutions 
beginning  on  page  148,  will  be  found  to  be  among  the  mast  interest- 
ing in  the  Appendix. 

Defectives^    Truants    and    Criminal    Youths. 

AMiile  our  Blind  and  Deaf  are  now  as  well  provided  for  as  in  the 
Tnor^t  progressive  countries  in  the  world,  inadequate  provision  is  made 
for  other  defectives,  and  for  the  non-criminal  incorrigible  or  truant 
pupils.  In  the  Halifax  Industrial  School  and  St.  Patrick's  Home 
there  has  been  provision  made  for  the  reformation  of  crimihial  youth 
with  whom  are  occasionally  interned  youths  not  yet  convicted  of 
crime — a    very    undesirable    association.     In  order  to  obtain  some 

t 

information  as  to  the  numl>ers  of  each  such  class,  our  school  teachers 
wore  during  the  last  two  years  asked  to  report  the  numbers  from  each 
school  section.  The  following  instructions  were  published  for  their 
guidance  in  collecting  the  information : — 

Special   Statistics   for   1904. 

The  three  questioiis  of  last  year  are  to  be  repeated  in  this  year's  Annual 
return.  Teachers  are  requested  to  read  the  definitions  of  defectives,  incorrigihles 
and  criminals  as  given  in  the  next  paragraph,  with  thoughtfulness.  Inspectors 
are  requested  to  speciaUy  report  any  case  in  which  a  teacher  may  have  answered 
these  or  any  other  questions  without  evidence  of  intelligent  care. 

The  blank  columns  148,  149  and  150  in  the  BegiUer  and  Annual  Betum  are  to  be 
filled  in  as  follows: — 

148. — Xo.  of  Defectives  of  school  age  in  Section. 
149. — No.  of  Incorrigihles  of  school  age  in  Section. 
150. — Xo.  of  Criminals  of  school  age  in  Section. 

'*  Defectives  "  are  not  meant  to  include  th«  blind  and  deaf,  which  should  be 
reporteil  in  the  columns  respectively  provided  for  them.  Defectives  are  feeble- 
minded pupils,  who  have  not  wit  enough  to  profit  by  ordinary  school  instruction ; 
but  who  if  educated  might  be  able  to  earn  a  living  in  Pome  capacity,  and  be  saved 
from  the  helpless,  if  not  vicious  condition  which  is  iHkely  to  render  them  an 
expense  to  the  public  and  a  menace  to  the  morals  of  the  community.  Some  of 
this  class  may  also  be  more  or  less  defective  in  sight  or  hearing.  But  neither  the 
techool  for  tho  Blind  nor  the  School  for  the  Deaf  have  facilities  for  the  education 
of  any  who  are  not  of  normal  strength  of  intellect.  In  many  countries  a  large 
proportion  of  such  pupils  are  trained  to  considerable  intelligence  and  self-control, 
and  are  able  to  fill  useful  positions  and  support  themselves. 

**  Incorrigihles  "  mean  persons  of  school  age  who  cannot  be  efficiently  con- 
trolled by  their  parents  or  guardians,  or  the  school  authorities;  but  who  have  not 
yet  become  criminals.  Tliey  are  habitual  truants  as  a  rule,  but  presumably 
capab-e  of  being  trained  by  a  firm,  kind  and  intelligent  hand  into  self-respecting, 
self-control  led  and  moral  citizens.  It  is  hoped  that  both  teachers  and  trustees 
will  be  ablf^  to  furnish  an  accurate  estimate  of  the  number  of  such  pupils  in  their 
school  section. 

**  Criminals**  mean  persons  of  school  age  who  have  been  convicted  of  crime 
at  some  t'me.  Ihese  figures,  if  ba^sed  on  sound  ju'^gment  and  careful  observation, 
will  be  of  great  value  to  those  endeavoring  to  aid  these  unfortunates. 
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Legislators  and  philaiitliropista  are  now  presented  with  such 
iiiforiuation  as  we  have  l»eeii  ublf  to  collect  tliroiigU  our  teachers. 
That  the  iuforitiatiou  is,  after  all  the  effort  iiiade.  not  deiinite  but 
is  affected  by  the  eharaeter  of  the  intellifieiiee,  judgment,  honesty  and 
euerg^-  of  the  individual  teachers,  is  inanifost  from  the  small  num- 
bers reportetl  from  some  counlies  whose  general  conditions  are 
known. 

In  the  cities  oi  Halifax  and  Sydney,  and  in  the  larger  towns,  the 
school  boards  lui^ht  well  arrange  one  or  more  departinenta  for  alow 
and  irregular  pupils,  wliere  they  would  not  liam|)er  the  grading  of 
other  impils,  and  would  not  Ix*  jtressod  to  keep  up  with  pu]>ils  whom 
they  are  not  able  to  follow  without  too  much  effort.  In  the  town  of 
Sprinphil]  an  admirable  eff<)rt  was  made  one  year  lately  by  the  open- 
ing of  a  department  under  a  specially  able  teacher,  for  the  more 
unmanageable  boys  ])reseuting  iheuiselves  in  tlie  ordinary  school- 
rooms. It  proved  of  very  great  value  to  the  regular  schools  of  the 
town,  and  to  the  "  diffienlt  "  boys  themselves.  The  School  Board  was 
not  able,  however,  to  seeur<!  continuously  a  tencher  who  could  make 
such  a  department  completely  suceessfnl.     The  fact  is  reported  here 
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to  awaken  school  boards  to  a  knowledge  of  the  liberty  of  experiment 
which  the  law  allows  them,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  special  diffi- 
culties or  peculiarities  in  each  locality. 

The  General  School  Work 

in  the  Common  School  grades  appears  to  have    been    satisfactory, 
iiccording  to  the  reports  of  Inspectors  and  of  the  general  j)ublic.     In 
some  instances  dissatisfaction  with  the  thoroughness  of  some  of  the 
fundamental  subjects  has  been   expresHcd.     That   there   should   be 
ground  for  such  complaints  is  probably  due  mainly  to  the  fact  that 
fault-iinders  put  the  blame  on  the  "  system  ",  instead  of  on  the  part 
of  the  system  responsible.     The  really  responsible  party  is  thus  kept 
in  a  state  of  perpetual  somnolence.     In  every  case  the  main  cause 
will  be  found  in  the  negligence  of  the  local  sch(X)l  authorities.    School 
sections  enjoy  the  right  of  self  government.    They  elect  their  trustees 
who  in  turn  elect  their  teachers,  equip  their  school  houses,  and  are, 
rcHpiired  by  law  to  see  that  the  educational  interests  of  the  jx^ople  are 
fully  cared  for.     Neither  superintendent  nor  inspector  can   appoint 
n    teacher,    disnuss    a    teacher,     or     prevent     the     school     board 
from    appointing    the    cheapest    and    most     inferior     teacher     of 
tlie  class    required    by    law.      The   central    educational    authorities 
can    direct    only    from    a    distance    and    by     regulations.     They 
search  out,  with  the  most  experienced  advice  attainable,    the    best 
texts  suited  to  the  people,  and  lay  down  rules  to  guide  school  boards 
in  keeping  up  an  effective  standard  of  thoroughness;  for  even  good 
teachers  are  sometimes  wearied  into  laxness  by  the  constant  pressure 
necessary  to  keep  pupils  up  to  careful  and  accurate  work.     These 
danger  points  have  been  pretty  well  explored  by  an  extensive  expei'i- 
ence;  so  that  general  directions  are  now  published  in  the  teacher's 
register — in  print  on  every  teacher's  desk  in  each  school  in  the  pro- 
vince.    There  can  be  now  no  excuse  for  school  boards,  with  such  an 
aid  to  keep  the  teaching  up  to  the  standard,  even  if  their  teacher 
should  have  been  selected  for  cheapness  or  other  reasons  than  the 
])ower  of  thorough  teaching.     Take  as  an  example  two  or  three  of 
these  directions  bearing  on  the  subjects  specilied  also  in  the  said 
register  to  be  fundamentally  important  ones,  on  which  the  proniotion 
of  pupils  from  grade  to  grade  should  be  mainly  determined. 

Writing. — cstyles  mast  easy  to  read  should  l>e  cultivated.  Simple  vertical 
writing  is  generally  preferable  to  the  sloping  styles.  No  exerci«e  in  writing 
should  be  accepted  by  the  teacher  from  the  pupil  unlivss  its  form  «hows  evidence 
of  care,  other^^ise  the  more  the  pupil  writes  the  worse  the  wTiting  becomt*. 
Writing  should  begin  in  the  first  grade  with  letters  formed  from  the  simple 
elements  properly  classified,  and  should  be  taught  in  the  order  of  difliculty. 

School  boards  have  full  freedom  to  select  a  vertical  or  shnf.  But 
trustees  and  individuals,  believing  they  were  enlightening  the  public 
in  the  press,  have  been  known  to  think  that  the  ce\iU^V  YAxx^^^-aJCvora. 


xiv  EDrCATION — SI'|»EKI\TE\I)KXT\s   reih>rt. 


Department  was  re>4]ionr«il)]e  t''»r  the  iiegleet  of  their  own  l>4var(ls.  The 
reconimeiulation  in  tlie  n»«>:ist(»r  is  bascnl  on  the  a(lvic(»  and  experience 
of  the  most  competent  bnsincss  men,  l)ook-keej>ers,  medical  authori- 
ties and  writing  masters ;  l)ut  nevertheless  gives  full  freedom  to  local 
authorities  to  suit  their  own  fancy.  Hut  the  beauty,  legibility  and 
fluency  of  writing  cannot  be  sustained  by  a  pupil,  if  he  is  allowed  to 
write  much,  carelessly  cir  hurriedly.  Even  good  writers  in  the  lower 
grades  may  degenerate  in  the  High  School  simply  from  the  amount 
of  writing  and  the  hurry  in  which  it  is  done.  In  some  institutions 
goo<l  writing  appears  to  Ik?  actually  d(*spised  as  the  acc<">niplishnient 
of  one  who  has  no  brains,  and  has  therefore  to  make  the  best  of  his 
fingers.  So  difficult  was  it  to  era<licate  the  habit  of  slovenly  writing, 
that  in  the  High  School  examinations  examiners  had  to  l>e  directed 
to  deduct  one  point  for  every  illegible  word  in  every  question  of 
every  paper.  And  to  enable  teachers  to  comi)el  High  School  students 
to  pay  attention  to  their  writing,  powers  greater  than  that  of  a  pro- 
vincial examiner  were  given  them;  for  they  are  authorized  not  to 
recommend  a  student  defective  in  writing  to  be  admitted  to  the  pro- 
vincial examination. 

The  result  of  these  cautionary  measures  was  satisfactorv.  The 
30,000  papers  from  the  High  Schools  and  Academies  written  and 
examined  last  year,  showed,  according  to  the  reports  of  several  exam- 
iners, a  very  considerable  improvement  on  previous  years.  But  the 
Education  Department  has  no  such  control  at  all  over  Common 
School  grades.  The  trustees  here  arc  the  only  parties  on  whom  the 
ratepayers  can  depend  to  see  that  good  work  is  done.  The  tnistees 
are  likewise  responsible  for  the  manner  in  which  the  subject  is 
attended  to  in  the  High  School  grades. 

In  like  manner,  both  spelling  and  arithmetic  must  be  carefully 
w^atched  from  the  lowest  grade  upwards,  for  by  allowing  a  pupil  to 
use  wrong  forms  of  words  an<l  constantly  to  make  *'  slips  "  in  his 
figuring,  he  is  being  educated  in  these  faults  in  the  same  ratio  as  in 
his  correin  learning;  so  that  we  shall  find  the  *'  40  per  cent,  correct  " 
pupil  at  nine  only  a  "  40  per  cent,  correct"  student  in  the  High 
School  or  University  at  nineteen.  Hence  the  reason  for  such 
directions  as  the  following  on  each  teacher's  desk. 

Arithmetic. — It  is  of  the  hiphefit  importance,  to  secure  the  habit  of  obtaining 
accurate  answers  at  the  first  attempt.  Every  slip  in  mental  or  written  arith- 
metical work  is  not  only  unnecessary,  but  is  a'positive  eilucation  in  a  habit  which 
will  tend  to  render  us^^less  the  mo^t  strenuous  efforts  afterwards  to  become  accu- 
rate or  e^'en  to  make  satisfactory  progress  in  nuithematics.  Accuracy  is  of 
supreme  importance  from  the  first,  liapidity  should  follow  as  the  secondary 
consideration.  Appropriate  exercises  in  Menial  Arithmetic  should  be  given  in 
every  grade,  and  proficiency  in  it  shall  be  require<l  in  aJl  promotions. 

Spelling  (Pnd  Dictation, — It  should  be  strictly  insisted  upon,  that  from  the 
FKiy  commencement  in  the  first  grade,  the  pupil  should  spell  every  word  read  in 
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the  lessons,  and  common  wonls  of  similar  diflTiculty  iLsed  in  his  conversation;  for 
if  this  is  not  done,  the  pupil  is  all  the  time  being  simultaneously  trained  to' 
tolerate  wrong  mental  images  of  the  forms  of  the  words  which  can  seldom  be  cor- 
rected by  ordinary  efforts  in  the  higher  grades.  Writing  words  in  the  lower  grades, 
Ti-anscription  and  Dictation  in  the  higher  grades  should  be  utilized  more  and 
more  as  facility  in  writing  increases. 

Academies   and   High    Schools. 

These  institutions  have  done  better  work  than  ever  before,  accord- 
ing to  the  written  examination  tests,  reports  from  inspectors,  visitors 
and  the  press,  and  according  to  my  own  visitation  of  many  of  them. 
Two  County  Academies — at  Shelburne  and  Baddeck — are  entering 
into  new  buildings;  so  that  I  have  now  seen  the  renewal  of  every 
County  Academy  building  in  the  province,  with  about  an  equal  num- 
ber of  large  High  Schools. 

There  are  a  thousand  schools  doing  more  or  less  High  School 
work — sometimes  with  one  or  two  pupils  only.  It  is  this,  probably^ 
which  gives  rise  to  the  criticism  from  some  quarters,  of  there  being- 
too  many  subjects  in  the  course  of  study.  A  rural  school  may  have 
fifty  or  sixty  pupils  taught  by  one  teacher,  who  tries  to  teach  all  the 
essential  subjects  of  the  Common  School  to  the  majority^ 
and  of  the  County  Academy  to  a  half  a  dozen  or  more.  It 
is  argued  that  the  system  which  tolerates  anything  approaching  thi» 
extreme  case  is  wrong.  But  on  the  other  hand,  were  the  law  to  pre- 
vent the  teacher  in  a  rural  school  from  aiding  a  few  who  passed 
through  the  Common  School  grades,  it  would  be  resented  as  a  piece  of 
tyranny,  as  th6  taking  away  of  an  immemorial  privilege,  as  interfer- 
ing with  the  right  of  self  government  in  the  school  section,  in  order  to 
force  the  advanced  pupils  to  be  sent  to  the  Academies  or  other  High 
Schools  in  the  neighboring  towns,  all  of  which  might  be  too  great  an 
expense  to  be  borne  by  many  parents.  In  many  rural  schools 
students  used  to  be  prepared  to  enter  college  for  over  three  quarters  of 
a  century,  and  strongly  object  to  a  change  mainly  in  the  interests 
of  the  larger  High  Schools.  There  are  two  sides  to  the  question^ 
which  are  left  to  the  teacher  and  trustees  for  harmonious  balancing, 
aided  by  the  Inspector  when  an  umpire  is  required.  The  plan  has 
the  advantage  of  letting  the  people  have  as  much  as  they  feel  they 
can  manage;  and  the  evils  are  not  so  serious  as  those  likely  to  be 
created  by  abolishing  the  privilege  of  occasional  High  School  work  in 
rural  schools. 

Complaints  from  influential  parties  have  been  presented  against 
the  disappearance  of  the  teaching  of  Greek  in  some  rural  schools. 
High  Schools  and  Academies.  The  defect,  it  was  argued,  requires 
the  Universities  to  teach  elementary  Greek,  because  the  students  are 
often  educated  in  their  local  school,  their  pareiita\>ATi%\i3i'8i\}^^\ft^«scA 
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them  Ui  a  County  Acadomy.  Aii<l  thou  it  is  })<)iiitO(l  out  that  in  some 
County  Academies  th<»  t(»aeh(*r  may  not  know  Greek,  his  license  being 
taken  on  scientific  options  for  Greek.  This  state  of  matter's  may 
<;ventiia]ly  recpiire  us  to  amend  the  law  for  County  Academies  at 
least,  to  tile  exttmt  of  retjuiring  one  of  its  staff  to  have  a  classical 
license,  in  order  to  (jualify  the  institution  for  the  Academic  gi*ant. 

The  formation  of  military  cadet  cor])s  is  increasing  among  the 
more  ])rogr(»ssiv(»  Sujx^rior  Schools.  Elementary  drill  is  required  in 
all  schmds  under  the  following  rwonnnendation  prescribed  by  the 
Council: — 

Phi/Hical  Kxercisr  and  Military  Dri^L — Physical  exercijse  hIiouM  be  g^ven  for 
B,  few  iiiiiiiit€is  ill  the  iiii«l<lle  of  every  session  over  one  hour  in  length.  At  such 
times  it  is  Ijeneficial  even  to  j)iipils  who  liave  walked  a  long  distance  to  8chool 
and  who  are  aociistonu^l  to  active  work  at  home.  The  younger  the  pupils  the 
more  often  such  exercise  shouLd  be  given,  in  order  to  maintain  physical  restful- 
noMM  nind  nientail  activity  during  the  time  for  study.  The^e  exercises  jiihould 
always  1m*  made  the  occasion  of  training  the  pupils  to  maintain  the  most  healthful 
and  grac<*ful  ])ositi(m  of  the  body  in  sitting,  standing  and  moving.  This  training 
is  as  much  the  du^y  of  the  teacher  a.s  the  other  Wi>rk  of  the  school. 

MilitArv  Drill  Ih  the  latest  result  of  the  experience  of  venerations  of  practical  men  in 
deri8iu«  ihe  most  etfective  niunncr  of  trainiiiR  numbei*s  of  men  to  move  in  the  mof^t  con- 
venient or<lur  and  under  the  fullest  control.  It  is  therefore  particularly  adapted  to  the  move- 
ments of  pupilf«  in  all  schools,  for  Kirls  ah  well  as  boys.  Apart  from  other  con!4idcrationr>.  the 
fact,  that  the  children  from  various  schools  are  often  likely  to  be  massed  totfether.  makes  it 
desirable  I  hat  the  sum  c  sj>tcin  should  be  followt'd  exactly  everywhere.  The  best  system, 
and  thai  which  is  most  likely  to  bo  useful  in  the  widest  extent,  is  the  standard  modern  mili- 
tary drill.  All  teacher.^  are  required  to  make  as  unictical  an  ac-quainlance  as  posdblo  with 
the  svstem  of  luilitHry  drill  at  least  as  fur  as  "  squ-^n  drill."  and  to  have  their  pupils  drilled  to 
stand  and  move  smartly.  lu>ipectors  arc  directed  to  mark  no  .school  work  under  this  h<Hid.  no 
matter  how  (i^ood,  hij^ner  than  "fair,"  unless  he  has  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  the 
Military  drill. 

As  S(»  many  r>f  (mr  schools  arc  taught  by  ladies,  it  is  evident  that 
thoy  shonM  !)(»  al)lc  to  drill  their  pupils  to  the  extent  specitied.  This 
has  uo  tendency  to  promote  oi>jectionabl(*  *'  militarism  ". 

TiiK    Provincial    Normal    School. 

Tn  or<ler  to  save  the  cost  of  dnplication  of  two  sets  of  bnihlinpa, 
<;(pii])ments  and  jirincipals  of  Mannal  Training;  Schools  for  the  Nor- 
mal School  students  and  pui)ils  of  the  town  of  Truro,  an  agivement 
was  made  with  its  School  Hoard  to  accommo<late  the  Kormal  School 
with  respect  to  all  the  instruction  that  should  be  required  in  the  two 
branches  of  the  mechanic  and  domestic  sciences.  The  School  Board 
ulso  ])rovides  for  the  admission  of  the  students  to  its  public  whools 
for  observation  an<l  practice  in  teaching.  For  all  these  privileges 
it  was  agr(H»d  to  pay  under  specified  conditions  $2,500  ]>er  annum, 
subject  to  nuxlitication  or  cessation  on  three  months'  notice  l)efore 
the  close  of  each  school  year. 

During  the  year  the  buildings  were  considerably  improved,  and 
tho  various  laboratories  sup])lied  with  amj>l(»  equi]mieiit,  making  the 
institution  in  this  as  well  as  iu  other  Ye*\>ects,  hi^lily  complete  in  all 
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its  appointments,  and  drawing  as  visitors  and  students  educationists 
from  several  provinces  of  Canada. 

During  the  vacation,  summer  courses  were  provided  for  the 
benefit  of  teachers  employed  during  the  school  term  in  teaching 
nature-study,  the  sciences  underlying  agriculture,  manual  training; 
and  for  teachers  in  Acadian  French  schools,  the  methods  of  teaching 
English  colloquially  to  French  children,  were  provided  for  as  detailed 
in  Principal  Soloan's  report  beginning  on  paragraph  51)  of  Appendix 
A,  where  a  list  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  those  in  attendance  is 
^Iso  given. 

I  respectfully  call  attention  to  th(*  following  jdea  made  by  the 
I^rincipal  in  his  previous  report,  in  favor  of  a  reasonable  concession 
to  those  going  to  the  exi)ense  of  a  course  of  training  at  the  school. 

Anotlier  encouragement  to  incr<a*HMl  attendance  wouI<l,  I  am  sure,  l)e  found 
in  providing  free  text  books  for  students  at  tlie  Provincial  Normal  School.  Two 
years  agc).  the  minimum  term  of  study  for  securing  the  dij)lomas  of  Academic, 
i'lrst  and  Third  rank  was  increased  by  two  weeks,  juid  the  expenses  of  the 
jstudenUi  proportionately  increased,  notwithstanding  that  no  improvemejit  in 
-salaries  had  been  effected.  It  in  only  reasonable  to  infer  that  th^  lengthening  of 
the  term  ha.s  acted  as  a  deterrent  to  poi^ible  students,  and.  in  my  judgment.  8ome 
compensation  should  l)e  offered  for  the  extra  p«*cuniarv'  outlay  our  students  are 
ci^Ued'Hpon  to  make.  This  would  be  fulljy  providetl  by  frcf  text-books.  Even 
were  the  Normal  School  text-hooka  given  outright  to  all  stude^t^.  the  co«t  would 
not  exceed  one  thousand  dollars  a  year;  while,  if  the  books  were  merely  loaned, 
the  expense  would  be  reduce<l  to  less  than  one-third  of  that  sum.  Personally,  I 
should  prefer  to  have  the  books  given  outright.  Many  of  our  students  are  in  too 
«traightene<l  circumstances  to  permit  the  purchai^^*  of  nece««ary  books,  but  free 
dintribution  would  put  them  in  passession  of  these,  not  onJy  for  the  school  term, 
but  during  their  subsequent  career  as  teachers. 

The  five  cents  per  mile  for  travelling  expenses  for  students  com- 
ing from  a  greater  distance  than  ten  miles,  virtually  places  the 
Nornial  School  nearer  the  teachers  of  Cape  Breton  and  Yarmouth 
than  to  those  of  Colchester. 

I  regret  to  observe  that  the  demand  for  our  Xormal  School  gradu- 
ates abroad  interrupted  the  annual  increase  since  1^03  of  Normal 
trained  teachers  employed  in  the  province.  Instead  of  the  usual 
increase  there  has  been  a  decrease  of  23.  This  state  of  affairs,  while 
complimentary  to  tlie  status  abroad  won  by  our  Normal  School,  i^ 
fraught  with  danger  to  our  own  educational  interests.  Normal 
graduates  are  expected  to  teach  at  least  three  years  in  the  province. 
But  they  cannot  be  expected  to  teach  with  us  longer  if  they  are  offered 
very  much  better  salaries  abroad.  They  have  been  progressively 
appreciated  at  l^ome  by  school  boards  since  1893,  as  the  following 
table  testifies ;  but  we  must  prot<»ct  our  interests  now  from  those  com- 
peting for  their  services  abroad,  if  possible: 

b 
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Normal.    Trained    Teachers    Employed. 

Counties.  1893w  1894.  1385.  IStfB.  1897.  1898.  1899.  190).  1901.  1902.  1908.  1901. 

Annapolis  .  2.>  25  33  3o  33  .38  45  51  60  60  59  62 

Antigonish..  2  7  6  6  10  13  '20  25  25  18  21  26 

CapeBroton.  17  22  29  .33  34  41  43  49  47  73  84  85 

Colchester  63  67  85  98  106  101  87  88  90  89  99  92 

Cumberland.  75  83  95  104  109  104  114  107  119  126  117  107 

L)igby 17  14  14  27  28  28  31  29  32  51  58  65 

Guysboro...  2  13  18  13  18  16  24  29  27  32  39  33 

Hafifax  Co  23  40  57  67  53  67  60  56  54  67  71  79 

Halifax  City.  31  .35  34  .38  44  48  54  59  62  70  62  63 

Hants    45  :tt  48  46  51  63  62  63  74  79  82  68 

Inverness...  7  7  17  20  21  24  25  31  .39  49  40  43 

Kings 23  :^5  48  43  49  40  40  52  59  50  48  56 

Lunenburg..  23  .34  38  51  57  63  61  60  59  66  66  63 

Pictou   20  33  41  49  56  53  52  66  55  64  68  63 

Queens 5  7  7  15  10  15  ^  13  18  14  19  20  20 

Richmond..  6  9  6  7  13  10  16  18  17  24  27  21 

8helhuYne.    .3  4  5  13  16  18  19  21  25  22  26  56 

Victoria....  4  4  9  6  7  19  20  15  20  18  16  11 

Yarmouth  . ,  18  -22  26  29  37  47  54  60  69  67  74  76 

Totals...     408      499    616      690      752      798    840      887      947     1044     1077  1054 

Manual   Training    School. 

The  Mechanic  Science  School  of  Trnro,  in  charge  of  Mr.  F.  G. 
Matthews,  and  the  Domestic  Science  School  of  Truro,  in  charge  of 
Mi88  E.  P.  McCall,  both  in  affiliation  with  the  Normal  School,  give 
the  teachers  in  training  a  general  course  in  at  least  one  of  the  schools. 
They  also  prepare  those  competing  for  licenses  as  either  mechanic  or 
domestic  science  teachers.  Table  XXII,  pages  40  to  43,  gives  a  full 
view  of  the  schools  in  operation  throughout  the  year,  and  their  statis- 
tics. Through  a  mistake  made  in  the  Truro  returns  last  year,  in 
which  the  recci])ts  from  school  funds  and  donations  were  duplicated 
without  being  detected  by  the  compiler,  the  decrease  in  the  sum  total 
of  these  funds  appears  very  much  greater  than  the  fact.  The 
decrease  is  due  mainly  to  the  lapse  of  the  Macdonald  allowance  to  the 
Truro  scliools.  Mr.  T.  B.  Kidner  was  engaged  as  supervisor  of  all 
these  sch(M)ls  during  the  yeHr,  and  in  giving  instruction  to  the 
teachers  in  training  at  the  Normal  School  in  various  manual 
methods,  in  which  he  did  good  work.  This  latter  work  has  been 
assumed  by  the  Principal  of  the  Mechanic  Science  Department,  and 
the  supervision  of  the  schools  by  the  regular  inspectors,  who  have 
taken  advantage  of  the  uniform  standard  set,  and  will  henceforward 
direct  the  development  of  the  two  branches  of  manual  training  in 
coordination  with  the  other  subjects  of  the  provincial  courses  of 
study.  The  provincial  expenditure  during  the  year  increased  from 
$8,191.20  to  $9,065.86. 


The  College  of  Agriculture. 

In  the  Education  Report  of  1902,  at  page  XXVII,  attention  is 
called  to  the  oaoi^eration  of  tho  depaxlmawXA  ot  lL^u<c»,\A«ii.  wvi  Agri- 
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culture  in  the  splendid  system  of  France.  \Miat  has  been  so  succesa- 
ful  there  should  have  promise  here,  especially  when  it  is  a  spon- 
taneous development,  and  not  a  simple  copying.  The  association  of 
the  elementary  agricultural  sciences  with  the  teachers'  training: 
courses  was  first  outlined  by  Sir  J.  W.  Dawson  and  Dr.  Alexander 
Forrester,  who  w^ere  the  practical  originators  of  our  free  school 
system.  Dr.  David  Allison  expressed  the  idea  in  concrete  form 
when  starting  the  School  of  Agriculture  in  1885.  Feeling  that  the 
strengthening  of  this  institution  by  consolidation  with  thci  School  of 
Horticulture  would  give  more  power  to  both,  the  following  recom- 
mendation was  made  in  the  report  above  referred  to: 

As  1  suggefited  in  a  previous  report,  the  consolidation  of  the  School  of  Horti- 
culture with  this  institution  would  still  further  utilize  the  educational  energy 
now  employed;  and  would  through  the  Normal  School  nlViliation  create  a  pro- 
founder  impression  on  the  province.  The  school  has  comniencotl  to  organize  m 
greater  variety  of  short  courses  which  farmers  and  others  interested  can  aflforcE 
to  attend,  with  the  extension  of  these  courses,  supplemented  by  facilities  for 
animal  husbandry  demonstrations,  and  aide<l  by  able  specialists  from  abroad, 
several  short  courses  each  season  promise  to  be  well  attended.  Very  few,  if  any, 
of  tne  farmers  who  attended  in  the  past,  appeared  to  contemplate  tfke  probabili^ 
of  a  farmer's  leaving  the  farm  for  a  four  years*  course  of  6tiid;y.  Nearly  all  whO' 
have  taken  long  continued  courses,  have  eventually  left  the  farm  to  become- 
teachers  of  agriculture.  It  is  recommended,  therefore,  that  while  the  institutioD 
might  continue  to  give  advanced  instruction  to  those  attending  continuously-  or 
consecutively,  the  courses  should  be  so  correlated  with  those  at  Guelph,  that  the 
few  candidates  for  an  agricultural  degree  might  complete  their  course  in  ibm- 
Ontario  college. 

The  College  of  Agriculture  has  at  length  materialized,  absorbing; 
the  old  School  of  Agriculture  at  Truro,  and  the  School  of  Horticul- 
ture at  Wolfville.  A  general  view  of  the  new  college  building  and 
accessory  structures  is  given  on  the  opi)osite  page.  The  Principal 
who  has  just  been  appointed,  is  a  Nova  Scotian,  w^ho  coimnenced  his 
agricultural  course  in  the  original  Provincial  School  of  Agriculture 
when  attending  the  Provincial  Normal  School.  Starting  with  a 
good  classical  education  in  the  University  of  Dalhousie,  from  whicit 
he  graduated  in  1897,  Mr.  Melville  Cumming  applied  himself  to  the 
practical  study  of  the  sciences  underlying  the  compr(»hensivc  and 
complex  art  of  agriculture  and  its  affiliations.  He  then  proceeded 
to  the  State  Agricultural  College  of  Iowa,  noted  for  its  advanced 
practical  work  in  several  departments,  from  which  he  also  graduated. 
As  the  Ontario  Agricultural  College  at  Guelph  was  now  l)ecoming: 
noted  for  its  excellence,  he  proceeded  thither  next,  and  after  gradu- 
ation was  promptly  promoted  to  the  staff  of  instruction.  In  a  short 
time  he  proved  himself  to  be  one  of  the  ablest  instructors,  an  effective 
speaker,  and  a  tactful  manager.  Mr.  F.  C.  Sears,  director  of  the  old 
Nova  Scotia  School  of  Horticulture,  has  already  demonstrated  his- 
tact  and  ability  as  an  instructor  and  horticulturist  to  the  satisfactioir 
of  the  province.  The  affiliation  of  the  institution  to  the  Provincial 
Normal  School,  under  the  principalship  of  Mr.  Soloaxi,  ^dAsk  >Jw^  %s«^ 
laboratories  and  instructors  of  the  Normal  to  tke  Cc5SV<e^,  «cw^  <^1  ^^ 
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C'oUego  to  the  Normal;  whilo  the  Department  of  Afi^rieulturo  also 
arranges  to  provi<le  several  speeial  lecturers  for  the  series  of  sliort 
<*ourses  intended  to  suit  those  engage<l  in  farming — who  coiild^iiot 
iind  it  convenient  to  take  the  n^gular  long  courses  which  will  be 
<>pene<l  next  fall.  Mr.  F.  L.  Fuller  will  continue  in  charge  of  the 
general  farm  work  and  perform  th(»  <luti<s  of  Agriculturist  on  the 
(li\)llege  staff. 

The  main  contrihution  of  the  ('ollege  of  Agriculture  to  the  Nor- 
mal School  is  exiMH'ted  to  he  tlie  giving  of  a  ])ractical  and  economic 
•character  to  the  5jature-study  work,  which  should  he  taught  in  every 
rural  sch<H)l  as  one  of  its  m(>st  useful  suhjei'ts.  When  the  teacher  in 
•every  school  can  entrance  the  soul  of  th(»  vounc:  l)ov  with  the  romance 
in  the  realm  of  Nature  on  even  the  most  commonplace  farm,  when 
he  can  give  a  vivid  picture  of  how  tlu*  home  may  l>e  l)eautitied,  the 
fields  made  more  i)roductive,  t\w  enemies  of  the  fruits  and  crops  out- 
manoeuvred, and  how  th(»  rural  home  on  even  a  frugal  but  healthy 
fare  may  be  a  paradise  for  a  family  compared  with  a  city  home, 
notwithstanding  its  daily  ji ngh»  of  money  which  goes  as  fast  as  it 
comes,  and  is  so  liable  to  cease  altogether  ^vhen  least  expected — when 
-c^very  teacher  can  give  a  iifttH'n-minutc*  daily  demonstration  of  such 
a  kind,  it  will  be  recognized  to  be  of  much  more  value  than  an  extra 
fifteen  minutes  on  <me  of  the  subje<»ts  on  which  they  ha<l  already 
an  hour  of  probably  wearisome  drill.  When  the  good  old  teachers 
in  the  goo<l  old  time,  inspired  boys  with  thoughts  which  made  men 
of  them  in  the  world  afterwards,  it  was  not  the  8])elling,  or  writing, 
or  cypher  drill  which  containc^d  the  magical  seed  of  noble  thought 
and  action — it  was  the  still  small  voice  l)etween  the  drills,  the  words 
fi^wken  in  season,  like  apples  of  gold  on  spray  of  silver.  Between  our 
iicciirate  mechanical  drills  we  nnist  find  some  time  for  developing 
ihought  and  creating  interest  in  present  and  future  duties. 

AORICULTURE    AXD    THE     Si.'IIOOLS    OF    THE     U.     S.     A. 

To  illustrate  the  possible  advantage  of  the  arrangement  just 
referred  to,  and  before  sketching  the  garden  work  encouraged  in  con- 
nection with  our  elementary  rural  schools,  the  following  editorial 
lately  ]mblished  (February  9th,  1905)  in  the  Nc^w  York  Independ- 
ent, is  quoted,  because  it  so  briefly  and  effectively  summarizes  tho 
trend  of  the  best  and  the  controlling  thought  on  this  development 
throughout  nearly  all  States  of  the  American  Union : — 

Agbicultxtral   High   Sc^iiools. 

A  ftystem  of  afrricultural  high  school,  in  some  of  the  Siatefl,  is    already 
reaching  down  to  touch  the  primary  grades.     It  had  provwl  «o  difficult  to  intro- 
duce the  underlying  principles  of  farm  work  into  our  graded  school  system  that 
Jeadinff  agricuHuriais  became  discouraged,  oind  in  sevc^ral  States  they  have  under- 
taken  to  create  a  link  between  th)^^  commim  TWTa\  »e\vwi\  ^iv5l  \.\v^  ^^icultural 
^foJJcffe, 
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Agricultural  4iigh  schools  wert*- lirc^t  •  (l4^ vised  in  -Minnesota.  .  Tho^c  in  North 
Pakot-a,  Oklahoma.  Nebraska  and  ol«*cwhero  arc  copied  closely  after  the  former. 
The  consolidated  rural.  scho<.>ls  of  Ohio,  Mnswachus'^tts  si  ml  some  other  St  utcti  h;iv<? 
been  made  to  face  im  the  same  direction.  The«»  High  Schools  are  iiitendinl  to  take 
the  farm  boys  and  girls  who  have  docidwl  upon  farm  life  and  prepare  them' for- 
•the  <fame-with  a  nharp,  short  course  of  preparation.  Most  of  the  graduates  will' 
go  from  the  i^caooi^  straight  back  to  the  farm,  although  an  increa««ing  numl)er  uiU- 
fonstantly  be  found  moving  forward  to  the  agricultural  college.  •.  ,. 

As  we  iind  these  nigh  schools  in  Minnesota,  about  one-third  of  the  f^tudies  are 
academic  in  character,  differing  none  at  all  from  those  of  the  common  high 
schools ;  another  third  of  the  work  is  done  with  sciences  that  utnderlje  agriculture, 
such  as  primary  work  in  botany  and  entomoilogy.  It  is  understood  that  we 
mean  work,  not  mere  study.  In  Illinois — and  there  is  a  growing  tendency  else- 
where— ^there  is  a  marked  distinction  made  even  in  the  common  high  school 
between  studies  that  simply  impart  information  and  those  studies  that  consist  in 
-direct  personal  investigation.  This  distinction  is  sure  to  Im*  ma«'e  more  general 
in  all  of  the  States.  The  Departmehit  of  Instruction  has  already  announced  that 
the  New  York  curriculum  will  move  in  this  direction.  As  this  change  takefi 
place  the  agricultural  high  school  as  a  distinctive  institution  will  be  less  needed. 
Meanwhile  it  il^ys  special  emphasis  on  that  sort  of  work  which  may  l»e  defined  a» 
personal  investigation. 

The  other  third  of  instruction  in  these  schools  takes  hold  of  the  practical 
affairs  of  farm  life,  indoors  and  out.  This  does  not  mean,  in  all  cases,  doing  just 
what  a  farmer  does,  but  it  means  learning  a  good  deal  about  it.  The  pupil  may 
not  milk  cows,  but  he  will  learn  some  ver>'  essential  truths  about  miJking,  about 
Btabl*ng,  and  about  cows — ^how  to  judge  them,  how  to  use  them  and  how  to  fee<f 
them.  We  rely  upon  this  training  to  create  an  industrial  re\'olutiou  that  uill 
bring  the  art  of  milking,  butter-making  and  cheese-making  to  its  maxinmm.  He 
will  not  run  a  plow  perhaps,  but  he  will  learn  a  good  deal  al)out  the  methods 
and  results  of  right  plowing,  as  well  as  about  the  proper  cultivation  of  land  and 
crops,  lie  will  learn  how  to  drain  and  how  to  irrigate.  A  goo<l  deal  vv'ill  also 
be  learned  about  fai-m  machinery,  for  it  is  intended  that  all  these  schools  shall 
be  placed  in  large  areas  of  land — from  five  to  ten  acres  upward — and  a  great 
dead  of  the  studying  done  out  of  doors.  There  will  be  not  only  laboratories  and 
shops,  but  an  e<piipment  of  live  stock.  We  must  not  get  our  conci»ption  of  these 
schools  from  the  ordfnary  high  school.  Domcstio  work  will  be  included,  especially 
sewing  amd  cooking.  Not  of  least  importance  will  be  the  study  of  plants  and 
/plant  life,  of  trees  and  their  relations  to  heajlth  and  wealth.  Kntomolog^-  will 
be  a  vital  study. 

We  believe  that  about  ten  prr  cent,  of  these  high  school  l)oys  and  girls  will 
go  forward  to  the  agricultural  college.  The  result  is  mnnifojd.  In  the  first 
place,  the  college  is  sure  of  its  fet»Jers,  preci^'ly  as  a  State  university  has  itft 
feet?ers  in  the  common  academies  and  high  schools.  Tlicse  students  will  not  have 
to  \y'  taken  at  the  outermost  gate,  atvl  led  through  primary*  studies.  They  will 
come  with  not  onny  a  large  preparation  for  higher  studies-,  but  with  habits 
formed  for  inv^igation.  Their  habit  of  relying  upon  books  will  never  have  boeii 
formed.  Tlie  wllege  will  then  be  fred  to  become,  what  any  coi!Jege  should  be, 
a  school  for  advanced  work.  It  will  find  among  these  pupils  quite  a  pi*rcentage- 
of  those  that  can  be  trained  into  professional  workers  and  teachers.  All  this 
whL?e  these  advanced  workers  will  be  in  process  of  differentiation ;  st)me  of  them 
furnishing  the  country  with  foresters,  others  with  farm  engineers,  while  the 
majority  >*ill  return  to  girtieral  farming.  The  relative  numbers  going  forward  ta 
the  agricultural  college  from  high  schools  may  be  presume<l  to  increase.  With 
one  such  school  in  every  congressional  <liBtrict,  as  in  Georgia,  educati<m  will  be 
very  largely  industrialized  and  the  supply  of  technical  students  soon  be  ample  for 
all  the  wants  of  the  State. 

Agriculture  will  be  advanced  both  directly  and  indirectly,  for  this  ten  per 
cent.  wQuld  soon  furnish  a  much  better  class  of  teachers  for  the  agricultural  Vvv^x 
achools,  as  well  as  editors  for  agricultural  joumalR.    1l\i«^  \fo\A\  %£»!\  ^«cc  ''fcvf 
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iBto  those  officiail  positions  pertaining  to  agriculture  that  are    now    filled    b/ 
Jawyens  or  possibly  by  mere  politicians.     Sa}!)  Professor  Haya,  of  Minnesota: 

*"  Graduates  trained  in  agricultural  high  schools  will  develop  all  over  th* 
State  model  farms  and  model  rural  homes.  We  rely  upon  them  to  become  rery 
influential  in  turning  the  tide  backward  from  city  life." 

But  much  more  important  is  it  for  them  to  meet  the  tide  that  has  already 
Mt  in  and  mold  it  to  intelligent  land  culture. 

**  Our  agricultural  education  is  laying  hold  of  the  industrial  life  of  country 
people,  and  is  rapidly  assiAting  country  fife  to  keep  pace  with  city  life." 

The  attendance  at  these  schools  is  already  very  'large,  and  the  Interest  mani- 
fetsted  risen  to  enihusiasm.  Taking  the  school  at  Winona  Lake,  Ind.,  for  example, 
wo  find  9*2  bovH  enrolled  at  the  first  session  of  whom  the  majority  came  from  the 
city,  lue  course  of  study  covers  two  years  in  the  preparatory  department  and 
four  in  tlie  academic  department.  It  will  cover  agriculture,  elementary*  tech- 
nology a<nd  the  trades.  Tlie  school  at  San  Luif=.  Obispo,  Cal.,  was  created  in  1902. 
It  trains  in  the  arts  and  the  sciences  which  denl  pe<*uliarly  with  country  life — 
*'  the  life  of  the  home.  farm,  the  (>reli:n>i,  the  duiry  mid  the  shop."  Agriculture, 
jdomwtic  science  and  nie(rhani(«  are  thu.s  combined.  A  farm  of  280  aerefl  is  aaso- 
'Ciated  with  the  scIkh)!  buildings.  Stuf'o!«ts  are  admitted  at  the  ajrc  of  fifteen 
years,  and  tuition  is  fret*.  It  will  thus  l)e  se^^n  that  these  schools  do  not  differ 
•very  largely  from  tnoee  inihistrial  schools  whicli  have  been  growing  up  in 
southern  States,  imder  private  inunificonci*. 

Interesting  as  this  scViOol  evolution  certainly  is,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  si)ecifieally  agricultural  high  schools  are  reijuired  only  where  the  coramoR 
achooi  systenj  cannot  be  no  adjusted  to  "ndustrialifsni  and  the  agricultural  college 
iv«  to  make  a  (correlation.  In  some  of  the  States  this  readju<tm<»nt  ha.«>  gone  so 
•lowly  as  to  require  an  energetic  prot<»<t  in  the  form  of  agricultural  schools,  but 
in  other  JMates  tlie  need  is  lessening  very  rapidly. 

Til  Xova  Scotia,  it  will  be  seen,  an  attempt  is  boiiig  made  to  adjust 
tlio  eoiniiion  sclionl  svslcin  r(>  iiidiHtriijlisui  and  tlie  a^rieidlnral  col- 
lege, as  ai>ove  indieaKMl,  s(»  that  sj)<  (Mticallv  aarienltural  lii^li  sel]<.H>ld 
will  not  be  rcMinired.  This  ]>roniis(  s  to  bt*  the  most  eoonomieal  as 
well  as  the  most  effective  course. 

Sniooj.    (takdkxs. 

Th<^  sch(M>l  irard(»ns  repin'ted  in  ihe  returns  for  the  vear  inereased 
from  52  to  7U.  Thfse  varv  in  size,  ]>ur])ose,  method  and  results. 
Thev  ar^»  mainlv  vf»lunteer  institutions  due  to  the  enthusiasm  of 
the  t<*acher  more  than  to  the  initiative  of  S(»hool  trustees.  There  is 
no  financial  premium  on  school  gartlening  except  in  a  few  cases 
where  it  aids  in  qualifvinjo:  an  ^*  agricultural  "  rural  school  for  a 
higher  classification  and  grant  under  Section  09  of  the  Education 
Act  as  defined  by  Regulation  3G. 

As  this  is  the  first  year  of  the  model  school  gardens  organized 
under  the  stimulus  of  Sir  William  Macdonald  by  Dr.  Tas.  W.  Robert- 
son at  Middleton,  in  connection  with  the  consolidated  school,  and  in 
five  school  sections  within  a  few  miles  radius  of  Truro,  it  is  expo- 
<ljent  to  report  upon  them  more  fully  than  usual  for  public  inform- 
Jttjon, 
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Their  History. 

As  pointed  out  more  specially  in  my  reports  of  1899  (pp.  liii- 
Iviii),  and  1900  (pp.  xxvii-xxviii),  the  idea  is  not  a  modem  one, 
although  gardens  do  not  begin  to  figure  in  public  systems  until  after 
the  introduction  of  the  Nova  Scotian  free  school  system.  For  litera- 
ture on  the  subject,  see '"  School  Garden  Bibliography  "  in  "  How  to 
Make  a  School  Garden  ",  by  H.  D.  Hemenway,  Director,  Hartford 
School  of  Horticulture,  published  by  Doubleday  &  Page,  New  York. 

In  1869,  section  63  of  the  imperial  school  law  of  Austria  pre- 
scribes that  "  Where  practicable,  a  garden  and  a  place  for  agricul- 
tural experiments  shall  be  established  at  every  rural  school."  In 
1870  it  was  further  prescribed  that  instruction  in  natural  history 
sliould  be  given  in  an  appropriately  arranged  school  garden.  In 
Austria-Hungary  in  1898,  there  were  over  18,000  school  gardens. 
In  the  Province  of  Styria  there  is  no  school  without  its  garden. 

In  1869,  a  royal  circular  in  Sweden  was  issued,  requiring  gardens 
avoraging  from  70  to  150  square  rods  to  be  appropriately  laid  out.  In 
lfe94,  Sweden  reported  4,670  school  gardens. 

In  1873,  the  school  law  of  Belgium,  where  the  study  of  Horticul- 
ture is  compulsory,  required  that  each  school  should  have  a  garden  of  * 
at  least  39^  square  rods,  to  be  used  in  connection  with  instruction  in 
botany,  horticulture  and  agriculture.  In  1897  a  royal  decree  lays 
stress  on  vegetable  culture,  in  which  female  teachers  must  be  suffi- 
ciently trained  to  give  theoretical  and  practical  instruction.  All 
public  elementary  schools  in  Belgium  now  have  their  gardens. 

In  1882,  France  outlined  a  course  of  study  placing  the  first 
instruction  in  horticulture  in  what  corresponds  to  the  middle  grades 
of  our  Common  School  course,  where  they  are  required  to  study  prac- 
tically such  subjects  as  soils,  fertilization  and  field  work.  In  1887, 
it  was  decreed  that  no  plan  of  a  school  building  in  the  rural  districts 
to  which  the  State  contributes  money,  should  be  accepted  unless  a 
garden  was  provided.  From  many  of  the  Normal  Schools  candidate 
teachers  go  to  the  Schools  of  Agriculture  to  qualify  for  teaching  in 
rural  schools. 

For  over  twenty  years  school  gardens  have  commenced  to  multiply 
in  the  different  provinces  of  Germany,  although  there  is  no  law  mak- 
ing them  imiversally  compulsory.  An  article  of  some  18  quarto 
pages  by  Mr.  E.  Gang,  the  director  of  a  school  garden  in  Triptis, 
Thuringia,  is  published  in  English  in  Chapter  XX  of  Volume  I  of 
the  Report  of  the  United  States  Commissioner  of  Education  for 
1898-9. 
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There  Avcn*  -J.ilOO  .si'liool  •i»:anl('ii^  in  Russia  in  1S\)'2,  lu  181^7 
tliero  were  7,.">'J1  sclionl  ^ar<lcns,  7i'^'2  school  ajiiarios,  an<l  '^72  silk- 
worm hatcht'ries.  M(»scherski,  who  is  tlie  chief  of  one  of  the  depart- 
ments of  ajrricnhnrc  in  Ku^sia,  states  the  ol)je<*ts  an<l  the  significance 
of  thes(»  institutions  hrieHv  as  follows: 

t 

"  ScIkmiI  pM<lpii>  vvliicli  an*  lM»injr  ()r«xiniiz<»<l  at  pieMWit  in  public  sohools  under 
many  goxerniiKMits  of  KurofM>an  Hll^ssia,  nre  of  iiuporttiLcc  on  the  following 
gix)iuid"« :  (I  J  Hyi^ion'f.,  as  In  iiij^  n  plare  for  pliystirni  lah«»r  in  the  open  air,  so 
UM'ce»4s.iry  for  tlu-  ttMchcr  and  pupils  who  havo  hwn  kt'pt  i*oiiflne<l  in  the  bad  i*nd 
heat<"i  air  of  public  *^rh<M>1>;  (2)  M-icntiHo  educational,  as  aotpiainting  chiMreii 
with  the  life  of  useful  ])lant.-',  dcvclopin«r  their  minds  by  th<»  htndy  of  Nature,  and 
pnunoting  in  the  rising;  ;rcneration  a  rej:.ird  for  lalw>r,  and  a  more  moral  and 
sttsthetic  >icntimcnt  conccrnin«;  trees;  (3)  ;reneral  eeonomieal.  a  spreading  among 
the  peoph*  new  knowlestl^e  relatinjr  to  ;;ard(*nin^s  kitelien  gardening,  and  to  tlie 
farming  -ndustry  in  ;:cneral.  and  thereby  leading  to  tlie  production  of  such  foo<l 
articles  iLs  the  pe(>ple  of  sonu'  kM-jilitit**  do  n«>t  now  ]>o«ses«:  ami  (4)  pi.*rMonul 
ccon<»mical.  a>  regard-  public  teaclnMs,  who  may  avail  themselves  gratis  of  the 
prcKlucts  they  have  grown,  such  as  fruit,  v(»getabh»s,  etc..  and  l)esides  get  some- 
income  from  the  sab'  of  the  superlluity  of  thc<e  pro<bn'ts.  and  frtnn  the  culti- 
vation of  plant^s  and  swds.  The  same  refers  als«)  to  school  apiaries,  nilkworm 
liatcheri(!?>.  trial   lield.>,  an<l  to  school   farms  in  general." 

W.  A.  Alcxainli'ov,  in  a  ])ain[)lik*t  on  tlie  t)rg:anization  of  courseji 
for  school  ganlens  in  istxi,  says: 

•*  S»'h<)ol  gaplens  ar<'  vi'ry  desirable  iUf^titutious  at  public  schools  on  peila- 
gogical  ground.>^.  for  emphasizing  their  scientific  and  educational  features  in  a 
clire<'tion  nei-e-^-ary  for  fanner^'  children.  In  s<-hool  gaviieU'*  consisting  of  nursery* 
orchard,  kitclu'ii  ;»ar«len.  apiary,  silkworm  hatchery  (in  southern  Russia),  and 
an  experimental  ]douLdi  tiitld,  an<l  also  f»n  excur^itms  made  for  the  ])Urpose  of 
studying  natural  hiNr<u'v  and  agriculture,  the  s.'hool  teachers  could  in  a  sh(»rt 
time  design  a  <horr  and  practical  ct)ur>e  in  natural  hi.>lory  ua  an  introduction  to 
agricultural  (vlucation.  The  teacht'i-,  bMding  the  pupils  to  the  desired  end 
t}ir<»ugh  invest igati(Mi<<  and  evp;'riment>i  at  the  scIuhiI  garden  and  during  excur- 
«4ion.<<.  i>  in  a  position  to  prom<>t<»  the  con'xc'r>us  ac(|uir(Mnenl  of  knowledge,  nnd 
consiMjuently  tlie  ili-velopmcnt  of  the  mind  for  an  indt>p(>ndent  activity,  and  to 
^ive  to  the  pupil  a  m<»re  M-riou-*  \  i<»w  of  lii>  ridations  to  natural  objects  and 
phenomena,  and  to  his  own  observations.  Kor  all  children,  and  for  }>easants' 
childnMi  «»specially,  it  is  ne.i'-«;  iry.  lirst  of  all,  lo  li*arn  to  ol>serve.  then  to  note 
what  thev  observf-*,  tt»  chi'^sifv  their  r»bservations,  in  order  to  understand  whv  and 
wheiefon*  tlii>  or  tnat  hapiMMi-^.  to  deduce  from  tlwM*  observati<mf»  and  ex]>eriments. 
natural  lau-^  and  fundament  il  ])rinci])le.>,  an  1  thus  {<,  le.irn  to  examine  deeper 
the  surrounding  obje<'t*^.  Ue-^ides.  ««<*hor»'  garden-s  are  very  <lesirable  for  j)easants* 
chiblren  from  an  <Mlucatit»iial  point  of  view.  In  working  together  with  the 
teacher,  or  separately  at  th^ir  sections  in  nurseries  or  kitchen  gardens,  at  th*^ 
trecH  and  orchinU.  or  at  the  l>ee-hive^*  in  apiarie**,  tiiey  get  into  tne  habit  of 
working  consciously  and   pnicti**ing  ecrmomy  in  ex])loiti?ig  the  gifts  of  Nature.**" 

Tn  ISJ*."),  in  one  ]>rovin<*(»  of  Sonthern  Knssia,  ont  of  504  schools^ 
257  ha«l  school  ganlens,  divided  into  sections  for  grain,  vetretables,. 
fruit,  kitchen  truck,  ^ra])es,  mnlherrv  trce<  for  tin*  sui)|)ort  of  silk- 
worms, and  aj)iaries.  On  the  2J)0i  a<*res  under  cnllivation,  they  had^ 
for  instance,  12.000  frnit  trees  and  over  1,000  bec^-hives.  It  appears 
from  this,  that  in  some  parts  of  Kusaia  education  in  some  respects 
was  in  advance  <»f  that  in  America. 

Since  1S02,  some  scho(>ls  in  England  liave  volnntarily  intro- 
duced  gardens ;  but  tlie  government  Uiift  wot  yet  done  so  much  for  thia 
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depart  riiont  of  practical  education  as  it  lias  done  for  other  dcvelop- 
tnents.  :   .    .  . 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Agricultural  Education  Com- 
mittee of  England  niade  the  following  among  other  recommendations^ 
14tli  December,  1899:—-     ' 

That  in  view  of  tlie  importance  of  concentrating  the  control  of  agricultural 
and  rural  educition  in  the  han^M  of  one  (iovernment  department,  it  is  expedient 
that  all  the  educational  work  of  the  Bo^rd  of  Agriculture  should  l>e  transferred 
to  the  Board  of  Education.' 

•  '  - "    * 

That  with  regard  to  training,  the  committee  think  that  provision  should  at 
once  be  made  at  certain  of  the  teachers'  training  colleges  for  giving  those  stucl'ents 
who  desire  it  practical  an  well  as  theoretical  instruction  in  subjects  bearing  on 
agriculture  and  horticulture;  and  that  a  special  rural  teachers'  certificate  should 
be  awarded  to  those  teachers  who  have  gone  through  a  full  course  of  instruction, 
practical  and  scientific,  in  agricultural  subjects. 

An  educational  writer  in  the  London  JmiiTial  of  Education,  in  an 
article  on  the  programme  of  this  committee,  says : — 

"  Now,  in  the  first  place,  it  will  be  noted  that  there  is  no  proposal  to  teach 
each  **  agi'iculture.'*  The  practical  men  composing  the  committee  taiow  that 
agriculture  is  a  commercial  art.  not  to  be  learned  except  on  the  land,  and  know- 
ledge of.it  is  acquired  as  a  result  of  long  expc^rieiice,  keen  business  instincts,  and 
shrewd  common  sense;  but  every  branch  of  it,  and  everj'  degree,  has  certain 
scientific  principles  uiiderlying,  and  everj'  grade  of  agriculturist  is  brought  into 
constant  contact  with  certain  natural  phenomena.  Henx'e,  the  country  boy 
(including  the  country  girl,  of  course),  wants  inntruction  in  agricultural  subjects. 

Now,  our  objector  comes  in  here,  and  either  accuses  us  of  desiring  to  give 
a  *'  smattering  of  science,"  or  e'se  of  wit>hing  to  teach  infants  or  semi-infanta 
"  hedging,  ditching,  and  thatching." 

Sir  J.  Lubbock  has  answered  the  first  objection  in  advance  when  he  pointed 
out  that  **  laying  a  foundation  "  is  the  proper  term  to  use.  Dealing  with  "  facts 
and  figures."  formula?  and  symbols,  in  the  bid  old  way  would  be  worse  than  use- 
less; but  to  give  children  an  "idea  of  the  methods  by  which  science  is  taught'^ 
can  only  be  called  **  smattering "  by  persons  unacquainted  with  such  methods* 
'Ihe  other  argunu^nt  is  too  silly  a  travesty  to  need  refuting;  children  in  the 
elementary  st4ige  cannot  be  tauifht  manunl  employments;  it  is  when  they  have 
passed  into  the  "  continuation  or  semi-w'nlt  stage  that  this  part  of  the  agri- 
cultural programme  will  begin  to  afTect  them. 

What,  I  take  it,  the  proposal  as  regards  the  rural  elementary  schools  means 
is,  that  English  grammar,  dates  of  history,  endless  genealogies,  and  such  like 
mitters  should  be  abolished  in  the  school — at  any  ra-t^,  after  Standard  II  (age 
about  eight) — and  that  instead  there  should  be  given  a  series  of  object  lessons 
with  a  bias  towards  chemistry  or  towards  bioilogy  or  zoology,  all  illustrated  by 
objects  familiar  to  rural  life.  Alensuration  partly  carried  out  in  the  fields  should 
take  the  place  of  interest,  discount,  and  the  higher  parts  of  arithmetic  generally. 
Drawing  should  be  everj'where  linked  with  manual  work  of  a  simple  character^ 
and.  in  short,  hand-and-eye  train'ng  sub«<tituted  for  book-learning  wherever  pos- 
sible. For  girls,  cookery,  nursing,  and  needle  work  shouM  be  given  great  pro- 
minence." 

"  Every  child  above  the  age  of  ten  or  efleven  should  have  his  scliool  garden 
plot,  where  he  would  start  working  in  March,  and  would  continue  to  cultivate  in 
the  summer  evenings,  with  the  aid  of  occasional  lectures  and  demonstrations  from 
the  instructor.  To  each  school  should  be  attached  its  small  fruit  garden.  •  * 
A  plot  of  ground  planted  with  an  assortment  of  fruit  trees  should  be  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  schoolmaster  and  pupfls,  for  lessons  on  ^t«A1\\v!^  «.TA\s^\<^^cn2|^:^^ 
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In  the  United  States  the  school  garden  is  also  developing,  and  is 
found  to  be  useful  even  in  cities  such  as  Boston. 

During  the  last  few  years  attempts  at  school  gardening  have 
leen  made  by  graduates  of  the  Provincial  Normal  and  School  of 
-Agriculture  in  Nova  Scotia.  But  they  have  been  handicapped  by 
some  of  our  petniliar  conditions.  1.  The  schools  are  closed  in  mid- 
summer— July  and  August.  2.  The  teachers  have  not  permanent 
residences  provided  near  the  school  houses;  and  very  often  they 
<^ange  each  year,  the  teacher  leaving  the  community  when  the  pupils 
leave  the  s<»hool — at  the  bepiming  of  rFuly.  Yet  at  the  end  of  1904 
there  were  seventy-nine  gardens  without  any  inducement,  except  in 
lc8s  than  a  dozen  cas(»s,  l>evon<l  the  desire  to  make  the  educational 
ivork  of  the  school  more  useful. 

Thk    Middt-kton    Sctioot.    Gardex^    1904. 

A  view  of  this  scIujoI  jrnrde^n,  showing  a  class  at  work,  taken  from 
:a  point  near  the  Consolid^ite  I  School,  whidi  unfortunately  shows  only 
the  back/irrouud  of  the  school  gnninds,  is  pvcn  on  the  page  opposite. 
A  photoirravure  of  the  new  scIukjI  huildinc:  itself  is  shown  as  the 
frontispiece,  and  of  an  exhibit  of  the  garden  produce  on  page  9;^. 
The  garden  was  lookf^i  after  <lnriiitr  the  vacation  period  by  volun- 
teers from  the  pu])ils,  who  mot  at  rrculnr  intervals  of  time  under  the 
guidance  of  th(^  Principal.  The  following  brief  sketch  of  the  garden, 
method  of  w«»rk,  and  gonoral  ]>ur|>oFe  of  the  institution,  is  given  by 
the  l^rincip.d,  Mr.  Ocorgo  Vk   McGill. 

**  T1h»  ^an'i'ii  ill  connection  with  th^  Macdonsild  con-oUdate*!  Achonl  of 
Mid('lcton  li'is  :in  •,in*-\  of  one  an*',  onc-ci^hth  dcrc-^.  Thi**  arcn  is  sufficient  for 
this  scliool  with  its  cnrolnvnt  of  a]):»ro\iniat<'ly  four  huudn-d.  AVout  one  hnlf 
■of  tli»^  whole  ^!>i«T  is  ilivided  ini(»  jr-irdms  for  individual  j)U|>i;ls,  size  four  feet  by 
*w«lvp  r*»('t,  with  c<invcni<'nt  walk«<  between. 

Thf^  piijiil-i  from  (Jrnde  TV  t«»  (Ir!\<"c  X.  inrhi^iivp.  arc  allowed  8ome  Int'tude 
-Jifl  to  Ihrir  rlini(M»  of  \v\v\{  tlii-y  shill  plant  in  tlic  ;rardcns.  As  a  reAiiU  of  this, 
Benrly  «'Arrythin«^  useful  is  jrrown.  The  puj>il>  are  itNjuired  to  prepare,  phmt  and 
<care  for  tlieir  own  ;;.ir<U'ns  throuf,'hout  the  i^eason.  At  the  end  •)f  the  »erw»on  they 
4ire  expect«Ml  to  pive  a  report  of  the  \Nork  done.  The  report  is  prep.ired  from  notes 
^l<eii  during  the  Kea*»onV  opt'r;'.tioiis.  The  pupij'«  are  allowe«l  to  d*i«pose  of  their 
<crops  by  permission  of  the  prineipil. 

Th»>  porlion  not  devr»fed  {■*  individual  plot^  is  use<l  for  prowinjj  plants  on  a 
larpre  senile — principally  experin>cnt.t»lly,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the  relativt 
-vwlne  of  farm  crops.  Ilie  pa-^sihility  of  incrcisinjr  (he  yield  under  different  con- 
editions;  also  the  efTeets  of  clovrr  antl  other  crojw  in  respect  to  it«  mechanical 
«con<iit-on  and  increus«vl  fertility.  During  the  .summer  of  1904,  cabbagef«,  toma- 
-toefl,  Rquashft^,  corn.  potiito<»s  and  clover  were  experimented  with.  The  results  in 
ch  case  were  Hatisfactory.  cxeeedin»r  expectations. 


Tn  addition  to  the  forejroinf?.  a  border  2  feet  wide,  extendinf?  along  one  aide 
«f  the  g.irden  for  ei«?lite<Mi  rous.  was  devot^Hl  to  jjrowin^  flowers  of  varioua  kinds. 
*Th:B  was  largely  in  charge  of  t^ichcrs  with  their  primary  grades. 

The  fCf^rdon  is  used  very  largely  for  Nature-study  work,  beginning  in  March 
lit  a  hot  bed.     Plants  especiaWy  are  ftiudie^  \towv  vJ,<?iTT[vvwAWwv  V.^  ituiting. 
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MACDONALD  SCHOOL  GARDEN,  MIDDLETON,  NOVA  SCOTIA,  1904, 
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MACUONAIJJ  SCHOOL  (lARDEN,  (ILI)  BAKNS,  NOVA  SCOTIA.   1904. 
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The  school  garden  work  as  it  bears  not  only  on  botany,  but  arithmetic,  Ian- 
guage,  etc,  is  inade  both  educational  and  vocational,  and  is  one  of  the  educatir* 
manual  training  departments  of  the  school. 

Our  soil  was  new,  taken  from  bush  land,  and  hence  not  in  perfect  mechanical 
condition.  When  it  be<»mee  fertile  and  its  mechanical  condition  improves^  and 
the  school  is  in  perfect  running  order,  it  is  intended  to  more  and  more  relate  th« 
studies  of  the  curriculum  to  school  garden  work." 

The  Macdonald  Rural  School  Garden  Group. 
Dr.  James  W.  Robertson  appointed  before  the  beginning  of  the 
school  year  Mr.  Percy  J.  Shaw,  B.A.,  to  act  as  director  of  nature- 
study  and  school  gardens  in  five  schools  around  Truro,  so  situated  as 
to  form  convenient  nuclei  of  as  many  consolidations  of  thre^  or  four 
school  section^  each.  Mr.  Shaw  spent  one  day  per  week  in  each 
school,  organizing  with  the  teacher  the  most  effective  form  of  nature- 
study  for  each  locality;  and  selecting,  equipping  and  directing  a 
model  school  garden  for  each.  PhotograAnires  of  three  of  these  vnih 
pupils  at  work  are  given,  on  the  opj)03ite  pages,  together  with  a  win- 
ter view  of  the  Great  Village  school,  which  does  not  show  the  garden. 
To  be  brief,  I  give  Mr.  Shaw's  sketch  of  these  gardens; 
for  although  it  ia  but  the  first  year  of  tlie  experiment,  the  information 
will  be  valuable  to  those  already  cultivating,  or  contemplating  the 
formation  of,  school  gardens. 

Method  aj^o  Object. 

"  The  srhool  gardens  under  my  charge  during  tlie  past  year  were  at  Bible 
Hill,  Brooktield,  <)iil  liirnx,  Ba^iniont  and  Great  Village,  the  schools  of  these 
sections  comprising  the  Macdonald  rural  schools  around  Truro. 

The  ground  for  the  gardens  was  plowed,  harrowed  and  fenced  in  the  preceding 
fall,  but  being  greensward  in  every  case  but  one,  it  remained  in  very  poor  tilth  all 
summer. 

Phinting  began  on  the  ninth  of  M-iy.  Ench  garden  was  divided  into  two 
parts,  one  occupied  by  children's  plots,  the  other  by  lows  of  vegetables  ,!l«o  owned 
by  the  chib'ren.  The  plots  were  4x6  feet,  with  walks  2  feet  wide  between.  They 
were  planted  with  four  kinds  of  seeds,  one  at  least  being  flower  seeds.  In  the 
rows  were  planted  seecls  of  all  the  vegetables  usually  grown  in  Nova  Scotia, 

The  aim  was  to  have  the  children  stndy  the  plants  of  their  plots  from  seed 
time  until  harvest.  They  were  to  study  the  plant  in  its  natural  surroundings.  aA 
a  living  thing  at  work.  Which  would  include,  among  other  things,  the  study  of 
germination  of  seed's,  study  of  the  young  seedling,  manner  of  root  growth, 
absorption  of  liquids  by  roots,  as  well  as  structure  of  plant  ami  flower.  The 
pfTect*  of  external  conditions  were  to  be  noted,  such  as  texture  of  soil,  presence 
or  absence  of  nitrates,  phosphates,  and  potash  salts,  weeds,  insects  and  fungi. 
Much  of  this  work  was  not  accomplished  last  year  on  account  of  the  large  amount 
of  purely  mechanical  labor  incidental  to  starting  a  new  garden.  But  with  the 
soil  in  better  tilth  another  year,  and  much  of  the  manual  labor  performed  the 
fall  before,  more  time  can  be  devoted  to  educational  work. 

The  gardens  were  the  source  of  material  for  much  of  the  Nature  work  of  the 
ichool.  The  characters  of  the  composUtie,  mm  ferae,  leguminosae,  cururhii' 
aceae  and  gramineae  were  learned  from  a  studr  of  the  flowers  of  tne  sunflower, 
mustard^  sweet  pea,  squash,  corn  and  wheat  of  the  gardetv.    Maxi:^  o\  \Xvfc  ^oawoKsch. 
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wchmIs  wen*  i<U-ntifii'(l.  The  hHl)it'^  of  tlu»  cahbajre  butti»rfly  and  part  of  ite  life 
history  \v4Tc  ol>s<'rve(l  in  tlie  pirdcii.  A  good  example  of  inMect  pollination  was. 
|furnishc»(l  by  tlu*  bew  in  thfir  visits  to  tho  suntlowere  and  gourde,  and  the  Hvm- 
biotic  ruU\tion  of  tlif  ants  and  the  uphideu  notiead. 

"^riie  garden  furni^hi^A  the  child  with  a  definite,  near  and-  understandable 
rcrtiili,  the  growing  of  fruit**,  vegi'tables  and  llowerH.  Around  this  work  there  is 
naturally  gronpe<l  almost  limit le«<s  studien  in  plant  and-  insect  life. 

OuTUNK   Sketch   of  each   Gaiwen. 

nihir  Hill  (iordrn:  80  x  50  fe<»t.  Alnjut  three-fifths  in  plots  4x6  feet. 
Ke.niainiler  in  rows.  Oarden  enelos«»<l  by  Page  wire  fence.  IMants  grown  in  plotto, 
wheat,  corn,  beans,  sunllower**,  bweet  pea«.  and  nasturtiums. 

lirookfirld  f iordrn:  50  x  80  feet.  Fourfiftlis  in  plots  4x6  feet.  Garden 
enclosed  with  .>ehool  ground  by  Page  wire  fence.  Plants  grown  in  plots,  wheat, 
radinli,  pea#<,  jjotatoivs,  sunflowers  and  sweet  peas. 

Old  Hams  Garden:  80  x  150  fe<«t.  Onethird  in  plots  4  X  6  ft.  Garden  and 
B<*lio(>I  groun<l  enclosinl  by  Page  wire  fence  in  front,  board  fence  on  the  other  three 
Bides.  Plants  gro;x-n  in  plot<s.  wlieat>  radish,  peas,  lettuce,  com,  potatoes,  sweet 
peas  and  nasturtiums. 

fiehnont  (iurdcn:  80  x  100  feet.  One  half  in  plots  4x6  feet.  Garden 
enclo.Ne<l  by  Page  wire  fence.  Plants  grown  in  plots,  wheat,  radish,  sunflowers^ 
«weet   peas  and  nasturtiums. 

(irvat  VUJaftc  Hanlot :  One  acre,  one-eighth  in  plots  4x6  feet.  Garden 
enclo.-^e<l  by  J'age  wire  fence.  Plants  grown  in  plots,  wheat,  radish,  peas,  beans, 
turnips,  sweet  peiis  an<l  na>4turtium.s. 

Other  parts  of  the  gardens  contained  lusparagu^s,  l>eans,  beets,  cabbage, carrot, 
cauliflower,  celery,  ciiicory.  corn,  cre-s,  cucumber,  dandelion,  egg  plant,  endive, 
kho!  rabi.  Je<'k,  lettuce,  mu<k  melon,  water  mehm.  umstard,  okra,  onion,  parsley, 
parsnij*.  |K»a^<.  pepper.  ])otftt«H\s,  pumpkin,  rhjibarb.  salsify,  spinach.  Sij[uashy  Swiss 
chard,  tomato  and  turnip. 

RkCOMMKNDATIONS   SlMrCKSTHD    IIY   OCR    EXPKRIKNC'E. 

In  gardens  one-tenth  of  an  acre  or  more  in  size,  the  plots  should  be  larger 
than  4  x  U  ft.,  .sny  5  x  8  ft,  with  walks  .3*  feet  wide. 

The  ground  should  1m*  j>lowed  and  nuunired  in  the  fall.  Such  things  as  pe.'^s, 
radi?«h,  h»ttuce.  carrots,  etc.,  should  Im»  ]»J:inted  as  early  as  possible  to  have  plants 
woI;l  ativanceti  before  the  clo-in«r  of  school  in  July. 


•r> 


Grain  is  not  a  de>irab!e  ]>lant  for  chihlren's  ])lots.  One  or  two  kinds  of 
vegetables  in  a  ]>lot  are  iH'tter  than  n>any  kinds. 

Prof.  Rlair  of  the  st  it<'  college  of  Illinois,  recommends  for  school  gardens, 
12  X  'M  ft.  for  that  stit.e.  three  rows  of  corn.  4'ight  rows  of  vegetables,  awl  one  row 
each  of  pnnsies,  petunias,  (Jhina  asters,  Drummond  phlox,  nasturtiums,  sweet 
peas  and  sunflowers. 

MArnoxALD   TsTATrRE-STrDY    Scmiolarships. 

Although  Xatnre-stiuly  was  hein^  dcvf^loped  for  many  years  in 

the  Provincial  Normal  School,  and  has  been  manv  years  on  our 

It 

conrse  of  .stndy  for  the  common  schools,  the  general  directions  for 
which  are  print<*d  in  the  school  registers  for  the  guidance  of  both 


THK  SIX  LAUy  NOVA  SCOTIAX  N'ATUftESTUDV  SIHdLAItSHlC 
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teachers  and  trustees,  we  have  now  an  oj)portiinity  of  giving  a  few 
of  our  teachers  a  special  advanced  course  abroad.  Sir  William  (\ 
Macdonald  arranged  with  the  Government  of  Ontario  to  erect  a 
^175,000  building  in  affiliation  with  the  Agricultural  College  at 
Guelph  for  the  special  deveh)pment  of  the  Nature-study  and  Manual 
Training  side  of  our  teachers'  accomplishments.  A  Macdonald  hall 
was  also  erected  amidst  the  beautiful  surroundings  of  this  institution 
for  the  accon^modation  of  lady  teachers,  <in  condition  ui  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  effective  facultv  of  instruction.  Through  Dr.  James 
\V.  Robertson  he  offered  travelling  expenses  at  five  cents  a  mile  to 
and  from  Guelph,  and  a  grant  of  $25  each  t^)  six  lady  teaclu^rs  and 
two  male  teachers  from  Nova  Scotia;  and  the  Ontario  Government 
offered  frec^  tuition  for  a  three  months'  course.  This  offer  is  made 
to  three  such  sets  each  year  for  a  period  of  three  years. 

The  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  in  order  to  aid  ])r(>mising 
teachers  to  attend,  allowed  the  scholtirs  seleet(Ml  to  pnK'ure  sulwtitut'^s 
satisfactory  to  their  respective  scho<il  boanls,  and  granted  a  scholar- 
ship of  $50  to  each  lady,  and  $75  to  each  male  teacher  whose  board- 
ing expenses  woidd  be  greater  because  no  Ixiarding  hall  had  been 
provided  for  them. 

The  teachers  for  th(»se  scliolarshi]>s  are  to  l)e  selected  from  those 
proving  themselves  to  be  sptK*iallv  efficient  while  ])assing  through  the 
first  rank  ccmrse  in  the  Normal  School,  or  in  ])racti(*al  teaching; 
iUid  the  candidate  is  expected  to  be  employcMJ  in  a  schiM)l  s(»ction  where 
a  school  gard(»n  is  l)eing  conducted  or  to  be  started. 

The  first  set  selected  were  the  following: — Miss  AVinnifred 
]Moses,  Miss  Bertha  G.  Oxner,  Miss  Carrie  "M.  Hall,  iliss  ^fargarct 
O.  Spurr,  Miss  Agnes  Spencer,  ^liss  3^1.  A.  M.  IJrennan. 

3 
Xo  eligible  male  teachers  offered,  so  that  only  the  six  smaller 

scholarships  were  awarded  for  the  fii*st  term  which  opened  in  Sep- 
tember, 11)04. 

Recommkxdatioxs. 

As  th(»  Inspectors  of  SchcK)ls  are  i)roving  themselves  generally  to 
be  competent  to  estimate  the  work  done  in  the  local  agricultural 
S(»hools  referred  to  in  Section  69  of  the  Education  Act,  esi>ecially  in 
comparison  with  what  is  being  done  in  other  schools  similarly  situ- 
ated, it  is  suggested  that  the  said  section  may  now  with  advantage 
be  amended  so  as  to  assign  the  res])onsibility  of  the  classifying  of 
'^'  agricultural  "  schcwls  as  "  fair  ",  '^  goo^l ''  and  "  superior  "  to  the 
Inspectors  instead  of  to  the  ''Principal  of  the  School  of  Agriculture.'* 
Regulation  30  lays  down  a  provisional  standard  for  the  guidance  of 
Inspectors  in  ranking  the  work  done  in  these  schools,  as  soon  as  they 
are  authorised  to  exercise  the  functions  of  the  said  ''  Principal  of 
the  School  of  Agriculture  ",  which  title  at  the  \Tva\\^vc'8A\v\>£\  oi  >5cv^ 
Kova  Scotia  CoUego  of  Agriculture,  became.  oxlVneX.. 
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Besides  uuifying  tlie  standard  of  inspection,  increasing  its  eSe&' 
tiveness  and  diminishing  its  cost,  this  amendment  opens  the  way  on 
similar  lines  to  the  recognition  of  effec*tive  nature-study  work  in 
schools  establishing  and  C(»nducting  school  gardens  up  to  a  st-andard 
to  be  defined  by  a  regulation  of  the  C.  P.  I.  It  is  maintained  with 
a  strong  show  of  reason  by  eminent  educatitmists,  that  as  the  creation 
and  management  of  an  efficient  school  garden  will  involve  some  extra 
expense  to  the  school  sec*tion,  it  would  be  only  fair  to  have  it  aided 
by  the  allowance  of  a  grant  from  the  municipal  school  fund,  equal  to 
that  allowed  for  an  extra  teacher — twenty-five  dollars.  To  receive 
this  recognition  the  teacher  also  should  have  an  "  agricultural " 
diploma,  or  at  least  a  certificate  of  special  nature-study  training.  It 
is  also  wortli  c^msidering  whether  the  addition  of  a  satisfactory 
nature-study  qualification  in  addition  to  that  of  a  first  class  license 
should  not  entitle  the  teacher  to  the  '*  fair  "  rank  of  an  "  agricul- 
tural " '  school,  should  the  scIkkiI  garden  he,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Inspector,  efficiently  managed.  The  Inspector  has  already  to 
classify  superior  schoi>ls  according  to  regulation  34.  The  addition 
of  the  subject  matter  of  regulation  36  extended  to  include  nature- 
study  in  standard  sclnxd  gardens,  would  increase  the  Inspectors' 
power  for  stimulating  improvement  more  than  it  would  increase 
their  work,  while  it  would  ensure  a  uniform  standard  of  merit  as 
between  the  different  cumi)eting  schools  in    each  division. 

Provincial    School    Consolii>ation    Aid. 

1.  This  applies  only  to  the  union  of  school  sections  which  are 
alreadv  of  normal  size — about  four  miles  in  diameter — and  which 
when  united  will  have  pupils  considerably  further  from  the  central 
school  than  two  miles,  and  whi<»h  will  therefore  require  some  arrange- 
ment for  conveying  the  more  distant  a  portion  of  the  way  to  schooL 

2.  When  sections  which  are  less  than  the  normal  size  recom- 
mended by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  seek  to  unite  under 
these  regulations,  they  can  be  considered  only  as  a  fraction  of  a 
section,  according  to  their  size — the  normal  size  section  being  taken 
as  the  unit. 

3.  A  grant  to  aid  the  building  or  equipment  of  the  central  school 
of  a  consolidation,  may  be  made  to  th^  first  consolidations  in  each 
county,  provided  the  total  sum  allowed  to  each  county,  not  to  exceed 
^2,000  per  county  on  the  average,  has  not  been  exhausted.  This 
grant  is  intended  merely  as  a  prize  to  stimulate  the  early  testing  of 
the  practicability  of  consolidation,  and  shall  not  in  any  case  be 
greater  tlian  $200  or  $250  for  each  full  size  school  section  which  is 
absorbed  into  the  central  one.  Two  school  sections  of  half  the  nor- 
mal size  will  count  as  only  one  section  in  determining  such  a  grant 
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4.  An  annual  grant  from  the  municipal  school  fund  of  less  than 
$25  may,  on  the  arrangement  and  recommendation  of  the  Inspector^ 
be  given  to  the  school  board  of  the  consolidated  section  for  every 
teacher  which  is  saved  by  the  consolidation. 

6.  An  annual  grant  from  the  Provincial  Aid  may  in  like  mao* 
ner  be  given  the  school  board,  the  amount  arranged  for  and  recom- 
mended by  the  Inspector  to  be  something  less  than  the  Provincial 
Aid  which  may  be  assumed  to  be  saved  by  the  reduction  in  the  num- 
ber of  teachers. 

6.  For  convenience  these  arrangements  may  be  quoted  as  mul* 
tiples  or  submultiples  of  (a)  the  municipal  allowance  for  a  teacher^ 
$25;  and  (b)  the  Provincial  Aid  for  a  class  D  teacher.  Thus  a 
section  may  be  classed  as  one  receiving  extra  grants,    M+D,    ($25 

Municipal  fund  and  $55+  of  Provincial  Aid)  ;  or  -5-  +  2  D  ($30 
and  $110+)  ;  etc.  If  sections  usually  having  "  B  "  teachers  are 
consolidated  and  reduce  the  whole  stafE  by  one,  the  saving  will  be  one 
B  grant,  which  is  equal  to  2  D  grants.  This  nomenclature  is  used^ 
because  the  Provincial  Aid  to  teachers  is  not  a  definite  sum  to  eacli^ 
The  sum  total,  $190,000,  is  definite;  but  it  must  be  divided  amon^ 
teachers  in  the  conjoint  ratio  of  their  license  scale  and  the  number  of 
days  taught 

The  general  principle  limiting  the  amount  of  aid  is  indicated  in 
the  Act  which  reads  as  follows : 

2.  Section  3  of  eaid  Education  Act  is  amended  by  adding  thereto  as  sub^ 
section  21,  the  following: 

"  On  the  recommendation  of  an  inspector  supported  by  evidence^  that  the- 
union  of  any  two  or  more  sections  or  parts  of  sections  will  effect  a  saving  in  the- 
amounts  to  be  paid  out  of  the  municipal  school  fund  and  the  provincial  aia  grant, 
Che  counci*!  ma^^  notwithstanding  any  provisi<Hi  of  the  Education  Act,  make* 
regulations  for  the  granting  out  of  the  said  municipal  and  provincial  grant  sud^ 
amounts  as  in  the  opinion  of  tne  inspector  are  necessary  to  maintain  the  saidT 
union  by  aiding  the  conveyance  from  beyond  a  distance  of  two  miles  from  the 
school  house,  provided  the  respective  amounts  so  required  are  let's  than  the 
respective  amounts  which  would  otherwise  be  drawn  from  the  same  sources.** 

It  means  that  the  aid  given  to  the  consolidation  of  school  sections 
must  not  affect  injuriously  the  grants  to  other  sections  from  the 
Municipal  School  fund,  or  to  teachers  from  the  Provincial  Aid  funcL 
However,  the  consolidations  may  substantially  be  granted  what  they 
may  be  fairly  assumed  to  have  saved  from  these  funds, — ^but  nothings 
more,  rather  something  less  so  as  to  satisfy  the  general  public  of  the 
due  protection  of  their  interests,  which  always  are  in  danger  o£ 
invasion  by  those  pressing  for  special  aid. 


xxxu 
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The    First    Consolidations 

without  pliilaiitliropic  aid  (of  wliich  Alicldleton  is  the  sole  example) 
may  be  tabulated  as  follows: 


Building 
(iraiit 


Muuici^l 

Grant 
(Annual). 


Prov.  Aid 

Grant 
(Annual). 


East  Bay,  C.  B  (4  sections) '     8(500 

Bi^  Bras  dX)r  Vie.  Co.  (2  sections)  .  .!        200 

Kempt  Head,  Vic  Co.  (:i  sections).  .  .  .! 


2  D 
I) 


The  credit  of  these  first  reguhir  c()iisoli(hition8  with  provision  for 
some  C(niveyan(*e  belongs  t<»  tlie  counties  of  Caj)e  Hn»t<m  an<l  Vic- 
toria, which  were  undtT  the  charge  re-^pectively  of  Inspectors  ilac- 
neil  and  Ma<»Kinnon.  Were  all  the  s(»ctions  ccmsolidated  of  full 
normal  size,  and  habitually  having  scIkmjI,  tlie  grants  could  have  Uvn 
larger  under  the  law.  Xo  aid  can  be  giv(»n  to  the  union  of  two 
sections  which  should  never  have  existe<l  se])arately;  sch<x>l  boards 
are  rcvonnncMided  to  have  such  s(vti<>ns  pr(>nii)tly  unite<l  with  or  with- 
out the  consent  of  ratepayers,  esp(»cially  if  the  scx^tions  do  Hot  main- 
tain .school  regularly.  The  n^grdations  ])ublished  on  ]mg(^s  (k")  and 
60  of  the  last  April  Journal  s])ecifv  several  ways  in  which  Inspectors 
can  lessen  the  nundxM*  and  increase  the  size  and  wealth  of  scvtions, 
which  is  the  most  fundamentally  ini])ortant  improvement  which  can 
be  made  to  secure  good  rural  scIkkjIs,  and  in  many  regions  under 
present  conditions  to  se<Mire  any  school  at  all. 


STKKNtJTHENINCi     OF     KlKAT.     ScilOOL     8k(*T10NS. 

Owing  to  the  continuance  of  industrial  conditions  creating  an 
unusual  <lenunul  for  eni]doyment,  and  to  the  draft  on  Xova 
Scotian  teach(»rs  from  provinc(»s  where  there  is  even  a  greater  dearth 
of  (pialified  teachers,  the  year  ende<l  July  11)04,  shows  our  rural 
flchool  sections  in  a  few  regions  of  decreasing  |M>pulation,  at  their 
worst.  Xo  less  than  240  were  vacant.  This  condition,  although 
not  so  bad  as  in  some  <»ther  provinces  and  portions  of  States,  has 
already  sho\m  signs  of  im])rovem(»nt.  As  this  problem  was  dis- 
cussed more  fully  than  usual  in  my  last  re])ort,  and  as  the  tables  of 
statistics  show  practically  the  same  state  of  stress,  I  shall  not  reiterate 
the  discussion  further  than  to  call  attention  to  the  regulations  passed 
on  the  4th  of  March,  1904.  These  have  already  conunenced  to  ameli- 
orate the  situation,  in  many  other  cases  as  well  as  in  the  oonsoli- 
dations  involving  conveyance,  which  have  l)een  alluded  to. 
These  regidations  are  supplementary  to  those  of  the  corresponding 
numbers  in  the  Manual  of  School  Law,  1901. 
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sections  of  the  province  where  the  people  cannot  obtain  similar  edu- 
cational privileges  at  five  times  the  rate  of  taxation. 

The  running  expenses  of  the  school  will  be  greater  during  the 
second  year  on  account  of  the  increase  of  the  teaching  staff — due  to 
the  addition  of  the  departments  of  mechanic  and  domestic  science. 
On  the  other  hand,  there  will  be  an  increase  in  the  Manual  Training 
grant  and  a  decrease  in  the  cost  of  driving  the  vans.  From  the 
information  published  in  the  Journal  of  Education,  which  is  sent  to 
every  school  in  the  province,  it  will  be  seen  that  in  the  Canadian 
Iforth-West  Territories,  in  Prince  Edward  Island,  and  in  Cape 
Breton,  conveyance  is  very  much  cheaper  than  at  Middleton.  A\Ticn 
Sir  William  C.  Macdonald's  funds  are  withdrawn,  however,  the 
consolidated  section  may  be  able  to  devise  a  more  economical  and 
equitable  system  of  conveyance.  For  according  to  the  agreement 
entered  into,  parties  living  in  the  margins  of  some  of  the  sections, 
who  are  actuallv  nearer  the  school  than  children  in  the  more  distant 
wings  of  the  central  section,  insist  on  being  carried  to  and  from 
school,  while  those  actually  more  distant  have  to  walk.  Again,  there 
is  hope  for  the  cheapening  of  this  service  when  the  drivers  with  their 
horses  can  discover  some  profitable  way  of  passing  the  time  between 
9  a.m.  and  4  p.m.  Sir  William's  experiment  has  already  proven 
very  many  valuable  principles;  and  the  people  of  the  first  consoli- 
dations which  have  just  been  effectx»d  in  the  Island  of  Cape  Breton 
are  practically  applying  them.  But  while  doing  so  they  are  votinfi; 
their  own  money  for  it  also,  thus  practically  demonstrating  that  the 
poorer  rural  sections  may  be  rich  in  the  possession  of  patriotic  and 
intelligent  citizens,  who  are  quick  to  see  an  advantage,  and  public- 
spirited  enough  to  act  promptly  even  w^hen  the  effort  costs. 

Tlie  cost  of  tile  first  vrar's  work  in  tbe  Macdonald  Consolidated 
is  as  follows  : 

The  now  MiK-rlonald  huildinxs,  tlic  rcconstrut^tion  of  the  old 
buiUling  into  LalK)ratoiic«  or  a  Practical  Science  building, 
and  the  grnoral  equipment  of  the  whole  with  grounds  and 

school   garden    $21183  72 

Tlie   Vans.    Stable   and   Ground 4289  29 

Total  expenditure  on  Capital  Account $25473  01 

General    ( Annual )    running  expenecfi 10623  13 

Grand   Total    Expenditure $36096  14 

From    regular   ordinary    sources    received 3957  85 

From  Sir  Wm.  C.  >Lacdonald  received 32138  29 

Grand  total  receipts    $36096  14 

Analysis  of  General  Running   Expenses. 
(First   School   Year.) 

EXPENDITURE. 

Salaries  of  Van  Drivers $5462  40 

Teachers   2796  28 

Provincial  Aid  of  Teachers 1065  93 

General  Expenses  (Fuel,  Janitor,  Insurance,  Annual  Repairs 

and  Supplies 1308  52 

Total  .......v.    ..T >^  v*^.*->v >\V^23  13 


Vii.i.ii:k,  N.ivi    SiflTIA,  1904. 


I'liOVlNClAL  NffRMAL  SCHOOl_  tiV3l.L\>V'Svvs,VUVAW,  -^V^X  ^  ?K,OT\.K. 
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RECEIPTS. 

Sectional  Assessment    $1700  00 

Provincial  Aid  to  Teachers 1055  93 

Municipal   Scliool   Fund    59G  07 

Manual  Training  Grant    221  25 

Raised  by  School   Entertaininenta 220  00 

Fees  from  Pupils  from  outride  Sections   104  00 

Sir  Win.  C.  Macdonald  Fund 6665  28 

Total    $10623  15 

Further  improvements  on  the  building  and  equipment  have  beeii 
authorised,  which  during  the  second  year  may  add  about  $1,000  to 
the  original  cost.  That  the  teachers  and  pupils  are  enthusiastic  in 
their  efforts  to  aid  the  work  is  shown  by  their  contribution  of  $220, 
applied  specially  to  the  purchase  of  a  piano.  Experiments  are  being 
tried  in  many  practical  directions,  among  them  being  the  preparation 
of  lunches  in  the  domestic  science  department  for  the  pupils. 

The  Principal  makes  the  following  report  : 

As  an  experiment  the  children  that  come  to  school  in  vans  were  given  each 
a  warm  dinner  free.  The  Muallest  number  fed  in  one  day  was  23.  The  largeist 
number  fed  in  one  day  was  56.  As  our  supply  of  dishe^  is  small,  we  could 
serve  only  part  of  the  pupils  at  one  time. 

The  bill  of  fare  consisted  of  hot  Aoups — tomato,   pea   or  beef    soups    with 
plenty  of  vegetables,  bread,  and  milk  or  cocoa.     One  day  beans  were  served.    A 
careful   record  of  expenditure  was  kept,  and  two  and  one-half  cents  per  dinner 
per  pupil  w^as  found  to  be  the  actual  cost. 

A  number  of  the  children  who  walk  to  the  school  bought  their  dinners  at 
three  cents  each,  which  price  woulil  give  a  gain  financially,  counting  the  actual 
cost  of  materials  used.  The  pupils  prepared  and  served  the  meals  under  th# 
direction  of  Miss  Juniper. 

Several  of  the  trus^tees  an«l  some  friends  dined  on  one  occasion  with  the 
pupils,  and  pronounced  the  dinner  excellent. 

A  comparison  of  the  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure 
for  the  first  year  of  the  school,  with  the  tabulated  statistics  for  the 
year  before  consolidation,  as  given  on  another  page,  will  make  the 
financial  outline  of  the  experiment  clear.  The  second  year's  running 
expense  account  may  be  expected  to  show  more  definite  results^ 
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It  will  be  admitted  by  all  who  visit  the  school  and  note  the  excel- 
lence of  the  equipment,  that  the  school  board  of  the  consolidated 
sections  has  exacted  of  Sir  William  Macdonald  no  ordinary  educa- 
tional  outfit.  The  liberal  gift  of  these  desiderata  is  a  public  ratifi- 
cation of  the  implied  determination  of  the  beneficiaries  to  conduct 
the  school  in  future  themselves  on  the  same  effective  plane  on  which 
they  have  asked  that  it  should  be  foimded  and  started.  The  honor, 
not  only  of  their  public  men,  but  of  every  individual  in  the  commu- 
nities concerned,  is  pledged  to  the  world  for  the  successful  carrying 
out  of  the  experiment  on  the  scale  agreed  upon.  Failure  would  not 
only  tarnish  the  honor  of  these  conmiunities,  but  it  would  arouse  the 
indignation  of  the  province  against  them  in  case  of  failure  for  the 
taking  of  what  is  nearly  a  national  opportunity,  from  other 
communities  whose  patriotism  and  intelligence  might  be  assumed  to 
make  the  experiment  a  success  locally,  and  a  credit  to  the  province. 
The  Middleton  sections  are  running  this  risk;  and  jealous  school 
sections  should  clearly  see  that  the  Middleton  good  fortune  is 
weighted  with  a  responsibility  which  few  honorable  communities 
could  venture  to  seriously  undertake.  This  responsibility  the  con- 
solidated school  board  has  taken  well  to  heart,  we  have  good  reason 
to  think,  and  are  providing  ways  and  means  for  the  future  adminis- 
tration of  the  school  on  practically  the  same  lines. 

School  Libraries. 

In  my  report  for  1902,  page  xxii,  I  gave  a  conspectus  of  the  lead- 
ing public  libraries  of  the  province,  when  proposing  a  scheme  to 
stimulate  the  increase  of  school  libraries.  I  shall  here  refer  briefly 
to  the  latter  alone.  In  the  effort  to  make  the  school  still  more  a 
central  well-spring  of  intellectual  culture  for  the  community,  all 
superior  schools  (those  having  a  teacher  drawing  more  than  the  jirst 
class  Provincial  Aid)  were  required  to  maintain  a  library.  Many 
common  schools  voluntarily  established  small  libraries  of  their  own. 
In  order  still  further  to  stimulate  iniral  schools  to  advance  in  this 
respect,  a  year  ago  grants  of  $5  and  $10  were  authorised  to  be 
awarded  to  the  teachers  of  rural  schools  as  a  remuneration  for  the 
librarian's  work,  provided  the  library,  and  its  circulation,  came  up 
to  the  lower  or  higher  standards  defined,  and  its  accounts  and  man- 
agement were  administered  and  reported  as  prescribed.  The  regu- 
lations and  a  list  of  books  recommended  were  published  in  the  Octo- 
ber Journal  of  Education,  1903.  The  card  system  of  catalogue, 
based  on  the  State  system  of  Xew  York,  was  adopted  in  consultation 
with  Mr.  James  M.  Hepburn,  M.  A.  (Dalhousie),  graduate  of  the 
Library  Department  of  the  University  of  New  York,  then  librarian 
of  the  John  Crerar  Library,  Chicago,  and  now  librarian  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Purdue.  The  system  is  probably  the  simplest  and  most 
comprehensive  in  existence  for  school  libraries ;  so  that  the  training 
of  a  teacher  or  pupil  to  administer  it,  is  iTOOi  a  \>\v&vaft»»>  ^wc&.  <^\ 
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vipw  AVdrtli  a  great  deal  luon*  than  iTie  small  grant.  The  l>ooks  are 
the  property  of  the  section,  so  that  there  i<  no  possihility  of  Crovem- 
ment  property  l)eiiig  destroyed  or  lost  tluriiig  a  ])eriod  of  neglect  or 
inismanageinenr.  The  Insj)eetor  has  to  iHS]>ect  each  library  and  its 
management,  and  no  grants  are  ])aid  exet^pt  on  his  recommendation 
endorsed  on  the  prescribed  detaile<l  "  return/' 

First   Year   of  the   Rural   Libr-\ry. 

A  considerable  number  of  schooU  promptly  eom|>eted,  of  which 
the  fifteen  whose  statistics  are  given  in  table  xxxiii,  beginning  on 
page  44,  w(^re  successfid.  ilany  othcM-s  came  up  to  the  standaril 
except  on  one  or  a  few  points,  such  as  circ\dation,  etc.  The  statistics 
of  these  fifteen  are  shown  in  detail  so  as  to  indicate  the  manner  ia 
which  after  the  present  year,  the  sinn  of  tlu*  statistics  of  rural  libra- 
ries for  each  countv  shall  be  (»xhibite«l.  It  will  be  seen  from  this 
analysis  that  literature  of  chiss  K  ])redominates  on  the  shelves  and  in 
circulation.  Th(»  fiction  admitted  inti»  the  libraries,  however,  is  of  the 
best  class,  perhaps  in  some  respects  eqiuil  to  the  *'  history  ''  and 
^*  biogra})hy  ",  in  developing  good  idc^als  and  giving  a  true  general 
view  of  man  in  the  world.  Th(*  details  of  expense,  etc.,  are  insisted 
upon  in  the  returns  made,  with  the  double  object  of  keeping  an  accu- 
rate accoimt  of  the  details  of  the  library  and  of  developing  exactly 
accurate  business  habits. 

SiTPERiOR    SrnooT.    Libraries. 

Until  the  ])resent  year  detailed  returns  of  these  libraries  were 
not  called  for.  It  was  intimated,  however,  in  the  Journal  of  Edu- 
cation, that  the  returns  of  all  libraries  should  be  nuide  in  detail  on  the 
same  forms  provided  for  *he  rural  schools,  ^lany  teachers,  if  not 
also  some  Ins])(vtors,  were  so  absorbe<l  in  their  bnsy  routine  of  work 
as  to  overbx^k  tlie  import  of  the  notice.  Ilenc*',  a  few  of  these  libraries 
were  in  such  a  condition  that  the  li)>rarian  did  n(»t  appear  to  l>e  able 
to  even  estimate  some  of  the  items  of  information  asked  for.  This 
will  be  rectified  next  year,  now  that  it  is  underst<x>d  t^  be  an  essential 
part  of  the  superior  school  rc^turns — which  include  the  county  acade- 
mies, other  high  schools,  an<l  any  school  which  has  a  teacher  obtain- 
ing more  Provincial  Aid  than  the  normal  *' B  "  grant.  The  sums 
of  their  statistics  for  each  comity  shall  be  tabulated  exactly  as  those 
of  the  rural  school  libraries. 

The   School   Libraries    Generally. 

The  year  has  been  a  remarkable  one  for  library  development. 
Por  simultaneous  with  the  coming  into  o])eration  of  the  Rural  School 
Library  Law,  which  drew  upon  th(»  Provincial  Treasury  only  to  the 
extent  oi  $95,  we  find  from  table  XIII,  page  20,  that  school  libraries 
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jumped  in  one  year  from  113  to  169,  that  the  volumes  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year  increased  from  16,648  to  21,904,  and  that  3,998 
vohimes  were  added  to  the  latter  total  during  the  year  at  an  esti- 
mated cost  of  $2,549.  The  increase  has  been  largely  in  the  superior 
schools,  where  there  is  no  money  inducement  held  out  under  the 
rural  school  library  law,  and  where  there  is  no  condition  imposed 
with  respect  to  the  size  or  circulation  of  the  library.  Ifext  year 
there  will,  probably,  be  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of  rural  school 
libraries ;  but  the  tendency  to  rush  is  met  by  the  regulation  setting 
higher  standards  for  each  year  until  they  become  uniform  in  1909 — 
a  fifty  dollar  library  then  being  required  to  qualify  for  the  smaller, 
and  a  one  hundred  dollar  library  for  the  larger  grant.  See  regu- 
lation 173  (1),  on  page  153  of  the  October  Journal  of  Education, 
1903. 

General   School   Library   Statistics. 

The  following  partial  summary  of  all  the  school  library  returns 
sent  in  for  1904  will  give  a  general  idea  of  present  conditions,  which 
will  be  of  interest  to  those  studying  this  phase  of  our  educational 
work. 
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CONSPECTUS  OF  SCHOOL  LIBRARY  STATISTICS,  1904. 


SruooLS. 


No.  of 

Books  at 

bcgrinning 

of  School 

Year. 


No  of 

Books  at 

end  of 

School 

Year. 


Total  ex- 
penditure 
Binoe  1901. 


KRtimatcd 

pretient 

TalueoC 

total 

<    Ubnaj 

•  qulpmcBt. 


County  Academies. 


Annapolis . . , 
Antigonish 
Cape  Breton , 

Clare 

Colchester  . . 
Cumberland 

Digby  

GuysDoro  . . 
Halifax      . . 

Hants , 

Inverness  . . 

Kings 

Lunenburg  . 

Pictou 

Queens  .... 
Richmond.. 
Shelbume . . 
Victoria*  . . 
Yarmouth . . 


OmEB  SrPEKioR  Schools. 


Beir  River 

Bridgewater     , 

Bridgetown 

Dartmouth  (Park) , 

Glace  Bay 

Hantsport 

Lockepnrt 

North  Sydney 

New  (vlasgow 

Parrsboro 

Springhill . 

Sydney  ( W  hitney  Pier) . . 

Sydney  Mines 

Westville 


Other  Schools  Making  Returns. 


Bridgeport 

BerwicK    

Cambridge 

Dartmouth  (Kindergarten) 

Folly  Village 

Grafton   , 

Lower  Canard  

N.  Chegoggin 

Somerset , 


Fifteen  Rural  Schools  Winnino 

Library  Grants. 

(See  Table  XXXIU). 


80 
227 

82 
351 

85 
500 

28 
302 


48 
33 
40 

145 
35 
27 
48 

122 
36 


581 


245 

6600 

ft?2 

257 

180 

489 

111 

216 

5424 

541 

81 

814 

222 

1250 

98 

22 

(a) 

3027* 

1708 


120 
410 
132 

37 

1173 

105 

216 

416 

82 
387 

87 
490 

70 
343 


52 
65 
40 

175 
43 
48 
48 

122 
36 


(40 


I  100 

5500 
775 
113 


00 
00 
00 
00 


695 
270 
67 
135 
200 


00 
00 
36 
00 
00 


200 
23 

(«) 
680 

25 


00 
00 

00* 
00 


95  00 
114  00 

•   •  •  •  • 

12  00 

135  00 

65  00 

80  00 

145  00 


155  00 
2  00 

230  00 
27  00 
78  20 


30  00 
36  00 
20  (K) 
89  00 
6  55 
36  00 
20  00 
50  00 
18  86 


I  180  00 
13000  00 
770  00 
166  OO 
150  OO 
900  OO 
60  00 
80  (O 
2956  00 
450  00 
85  00 
636  00 
260  00 
2100  00 
900  00 
20  00 

(a) 
3200  00* 
2U20  00 


88  OO 
139  00 

26  00 

20  00 
300  00 

65  00 

75  CO 
145  00 
120  00 
150  00 

30  00 
205  00 

67  00 
160  00 


41  OO 
39  00 
20  00 
89  OO 
30  00 
36  OO 
20  OO 
106  OO 
18  8S 


690  93 


852  73 


(a)  Librarr  being  oivanized  on  generous  lines  for  new  Academy  next  year. 
*Baddeck  Public  Librar>'  affiliated  to  the  County  Academy. 
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The  Universities. 

Table  XXIV,  page  47,  gives  a  general  view  of  the  work  done  in 
our  degree-conferring  institutions.  If  they  were  all  consolidated  at 
one  centre,  they  would  form  a  comparatively  strong  University  with 
a  splendid  suite  of  Faculties.  It  would  also  form  a  nucleus  around 
which  a  Provincial  Legislature  could  without  embarrassment  estab- 
lish new  departments  and  laboratories  to  enable  us  to  develop  to  the 
highest  degree  the  industrial  resources  of  the  province,  as  well  as  its 
intellectual  forces.  It  would  be  made  an  enormous  power  in  the 
public  educational  system,  for  its  degrees  and  certificates  could  be 
recognised  and  utilised  as  they  cannot  now.  For  several  years  tbe 
degrees  of  our  Universities  were  accepted  in  lieu  of  the  Grade  A 
scholarship;  but  the  concession  had  to  be  withdrawn.  To  a  small 
extent  we  have  lately  ventured  to  recognise  them  as  equivalent  to  a 
portion  of  a  training  course.  But  there  are  indications  that  even 
these  concessions  may  not  be  evenly  manipulated.  The  Universitjr 
degrees  recognised  were  understood  to  be  only  those  which  implied 
four  years'  work  in  the  University  after  the  student  matriculated  on 
a  standard  approximately  equal  to  a  pass  on  Grade  XI,  or  three 
years'  work  after  an  approximate  Grade  XII  standard  of  qualifi* 
cation. 

But  as  University  consolidation  is  not  in  sight  at  present,  we 
ought  to  utilise  as  effectively  as  possible  the  very  valuable  University 
facilities  we  already  have.  Without  consolidation,  each  might  worfc 
in  harmony  with  the  other ;  developing  its  own  specialties,  but  doin^ 
so  on  lines  showing  their  scholarr^hip  equivalence  clearly.  A  volun- 
tary University  Council  for  the  Atlantic  provinces  of  Canada  might 
arrange  a  uniform  and  perhaps  more  full  matriculation  standard^ 
including  drawing  as  one  of  the  subjects,  so  as  to  reinforce  the 
influence  of  the  public  school  course  in  favor  of  attention  to  a  depart- 
ment in  which  our  pupils  are  far  behind  the  product  of  European 
schools,  and  are  therefore  more  handicapped  than  necessary  in  enter- 
ing upon  engineering,  and  other  high  class  industrial  professions* 
Such  a  Council  might  also  be  able  to  standardize  the  various  degrees 
conferred  by  each.  The  Education  Department  would  be  glad  te 
see  the  Universities  thus  organised,  even  should  they  be  entirely 
imconnected  with  the  provincial  authorities. 

In  my  report  of  1899  I  called  attention  to  the  difficulties  felt  in 
the  United  States,  which  are  not  unlike  what  we  are  conscious  of  in 
this  province.  What  was  said  then  is  still  appropriate.  The  follow- 
ing extracts  from  Chapter  xxviii  of  Volume  2  of  the  IT.  S.  A-* 
Report  of  1897-8,  in  which  State  supervision  is  discussed,  show  the 
trend  of  public  opinion : 

"  Ab  each  legislature  is  a  law  unto  itself  with  respect  to  the  granting  ^ 
charters  to  educational  institutions,  there  are  no  ftxed  T^\i\t«ixi«ivV&  '^Xvx^  ^3da$S 
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need  meet  to  enable  them  to  obtain  the  (h^iee-conf erring  power.  If  the  power  is 
denied  by  one  legislature,  there  is  nothing  to  prewnt  the  gi'anting  of  such  power 
by  the  following  legislature.  In  a  large  number  of  States  the  leglMaturbB  are 
prohibited  by  the  State  const itution^4  from  passing  special  acts  conferring  cor- 
porate powers,  but  the  granting  of  such  |)owers  is  provided  for  by  a  general  law 
for  the  incorporation  of  e<lucationaI  institutions. 

*•  The  laws  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  however,  j)rovide  that  no  insti- 
tution shall  receivt*  the  power  to  confer  dej^rees  unle?*s  it  ban  property  to  the 
amount  of  half  a  million  dollars,  has  six  pro^-^^sors  whose  entire  time  is  given 
to  the  instruction  of  the  college'  clas>i»s.  bus  a  four-y«'ars'  course  of  college  study, 
and  whose  requirements  for  admission  in  tlie  case  of  New  York,  cover  four  years 
of  high  school  work,  while  in  the  case  of  Pennsylvania  the  rec|uirement8  are  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  of  the  college  and  university  council. 

"  These  Jaws  have  receive<l  the  warmest  approval  of  the  educators  through- 
out the  country,  and  their  adoption,  together  with  the  abus«»  of  the  degree-confer- 
.ring  power  by  some  institutions,  have  leil  to  an  agitation  of  the  subject  by 
e<lucational  conventions.  At  a  nu4»ting  of  tb.e  Xati<mal  Kducational  Association 
of  the  Unitol  States  in  July.  ISOT.  the  following  resolutiim  was  unanimously 
adopte<l  by  the  <'epartment  of  higher  eilucation: 

RcHolve.d,  That  the  Still-'  ^'houM  exercise  Huper vision  over dcifrceconf em n^r instil ullons 
throuKh  sonin  properly  con<«titiitod  tribunal  ha\in(;  power  to  tix  a  minimnm  standard  of 
requiienicnti  for  aannssinn  to  or  gi-ad nation  from  siieh  iiMtiUUi  jns.  and  with  tho  riKht  to 
deprive  of  the  deKrcc-conferrinK  l>o\ver  sueh  instirutions  not  conforming  to  the  standard  so 
prescribed. 

President  Henry  Wade  Rogers  of  the  Xorth  \\'e««tern  University,  in  support  of 
the  resolution,  said  the  following  in  the  course  of  his  si)eeeh: 

The  cansc  of  urofissionnl  as  well  us  of  tu'Adeniic  education  suffers  fi*oni  the  adequate  want 
of  iState  suiK^rvision.  Profes.-ionHl  schools  liave  hren  esl^iblislietl.  (generally  in  the  larKo 
<'itio««,  which  arc  governed  by  purely  cunimei-cial  >»iur:(!ards.  We  liavcin  thisctmntry  8choo1<i 
of  law.  medicine,  d'.ntistry,  und  pharniaey  that  ojipcar  to  be  organixed  and  conducted  for  the 
pnrpoAo  of  making  money.  They  are  st(K'k  corporal iiins.  ihe  stock  being  generally  held  by 
members  of  the  ten<-liing  force,  the  teachers  heing  rhn^m,  not  for  their  fitness  for  any 
particnlar  chair,  but  because  of  their  willingness  aufl  ability  to  put.  up  the  money  tliat  is 
needed.  The  shorf  er  the  coui*se  of  stndy.  the  cheapev  tiie  (•Ia«*s  of  tcac-hers.  the  less  expended 
for  bouks  and  apparatus,  and  the  easier  it  is  made  to  be  admitted  and  graduated,  the  greater 
the  number  of  students  bei-omcs  and  the  larger  the  amount  of  the  dividends  paid.  Men  who 
make  merchandise  of  professional  <>ducation  have  low  nrofcssional  and  seholastie  ideals. 
They  are  inclined  to  receive  all  indents  who  ;n)i>ly  for  aamis-^ion.  without  much  regard  to 
ih !jir previous  prepvral ion  or  moral  character.  Tney  allow  the  students  thus  admitted  to 
continue  in  thtjir  school  without  being  concerned  greatly  ai.s  to  the  m.vn'iep  in  which  they 
npp'y  them^elviM  t  >  study  They  gniduale  them  after  an  attetidancc  f«)r  the  allotted  period 
without  rtcrut  iniziiuf  too  closely  the  extent  of  their  ignorance,  and  confer  upon  them  a  degree 
whlj-'h  in  theory  i>;  snppos^'d  to  stautl  for  high  attainm  ;nts  Tnis  «iort  of  thing,  impossible  in 
Kurope,  kIiouUI  be  made  imp<}>-sible  in  America.  Such  a  condition  of  affairs  is  demoralizing 
beyond  question.  Th«i  tendency  of  it  i>  all  in  the  dlrei^tir)n  of  low  standards.  It  destroys  the 
value  of  degree-*.  It  imposes  on  the  public  a  class  of  educational  ch»u-la«ansand  workH  injury 
to  the  students  whom  it  falsely  prel'-nds  to  (Klucate  It  multiplies  the  difllcnlties  in  the  way 
of  those  institutions  that  are  endeavoring  to  worl;  accoi-<iing  to  the  highest  standards. 

President  .Tanu»s  II.  Baker  of  the  University  of  Colorado,  summed  up  the 
question  in  the  following  manner: 

The  stiite  .-hould  exercise  <"ontrol  over  degwe-conferring  colleges,  because  {a*  the  eounlpy 
is  developed  beyond  the  peritnl  when  crmle  eKpedient-.-^  for  higher  t?dueation  are  neee-'sary  ;  <fc) 
the  niA.jority  of  the  Slaters  provide,  at  public  expense,  higher  education  of  a  good  standard, 
making  colloges  of  inferior  grade  unnt'cessary  •  ir)  the  Stale  should  guard  the  people  against 
the  deceptive  claims  of  institutions  not  properly  equipped  to  maintain  work  according  to  tho 
aecrpted  wfandartl.-*  of  ihe  country  ;  •(!)  for  practical  considerations,  as  well  as  reasons  of 
senlimeid.  a  dc;frce  ^hlmld  be  such  as  to  merit  the  respe<'t  of  genuine  scholars:  («')  proper 
control  would  n.'duce  tin;  number  of  unnecessary  colleges:  (  f)  the  kind  of  degrees  should  be 
subject  to  eontml.  an<i  the  al)us«»  of  honorary  degrees  should  be  regulated  :  {g)  in  this  :3iattcr 
the  advantage  of  freedom  and  competition  are  more  than  offset  by  the  disadvantiiges. 

"The  section  on  legal  education  of  the  American  Bar  Association,  in  August 
of  the  same  year.  1807,  unanimousJy  ndoptcni  the  following  resolutions: 

Renolvfd,  That  the  sect  ion  on  legal  education  rf.'commondH  the  American  Bar  Association 
lo  adopt  the  following  resolution  : 

ll^tiolvcd.  That  the  American  Bar  Association  disjvppi-oves  the  policy  which  now 
generally  prevails  in  the  several  States  and  which  makes  it  possible  for  persons  to  organixe 
"law  s4;hools  and  confer  dej<:rees  without  reference  to  the  length  of  course  of  study  or  qnaliflcji- 
tions  required  for  admission  and  trradnition  of  students,  and  that  this  association  believes 
That  the  degree-conferring  power  should  be  subject  to  strict  .St  ate  super  vision,  to  be  exercised 
fii /I  ininnvrs-miowhit  similar  to  thU  which  Is  exercised  by  the  regents  of  the  University  of 
the  StAtc  of  New  York." 
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We  are  very  directly  concerned  in  this  problem  ourselves.  What- 
ever value  a  degree  has  depends  entirely  on  the  meaning  given  it  by 
a  good  university.  A  college  conferring  such  a  degree  with  a  lower 
standard  of  culture  or  efficiency,  is  issuing  a  debased  coin  to  pass  as 
sound  currencv  in  the  traffic  of  the  w-orld.  The  alloy  has  currency 
only  because  the  genuine  coin  is  valuable ;  and  the  non-expert  cannot 
distinguish  them  apart,  nor  the  expert  without  a  test.  That  is  why 
the  Gk>vemment  assumes  the  function  of  minting.  The  college  most 
cheaply  granting  degrees  which  will  pass  current  for  a  valuable  con- 
sideration, has  an  attraction  for  students  whose  absorbing  desire  is 
advantage  instead  of  merit,  although  even  they  may  later  discover 
that  advantage  is  most  surely  gained  through  merit.  If  we  cannot, 
then,  have  degrees  granted  by  a  consolidated  University,  why  can  we 
not  have  them  granted  on  qualifications  standardized  by  a  Council 
of  the  Federated  Universities? 

Miners^   Schools. 

Of  these  there  were  22,  one  in  the  vicinity  of  each  colliery  as  a 
rule,  conducted  under  the  Department  of  Public  Works  and  Mines. 
The  following  numbers  passed  the  examinations  for  the  respective 
certificates  in  1904: 

General  Mine  Managers 10 

Underground  Managers   19 

Overmen 32 


Certificated  (Competency)  Enoinemen. 

First  Class 14 

Second    "    30 

Third      "    42 


Certificated    (Service)    Enoinemen. 

First  Class   37 

Second    "    117 

Third      " ..   119 


Government   Night    Schools. 

The.se  are  generally  asked  to  be  established  where  there  are  many 
men  employed  who  had  not  the  advantage  of  an  elementary  education. 
Thov  are  therefore  often  and  normallv  located  near  collieries,  but 
not  always.     Table  XXI,  on  page  39,  gives  tVie  de\AV\&  ol  ^^'Sfe. 
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Examination   \Veek   Difficulty. 

The  gonoral  ])iil)lie  may  not  l)e  aware  of  any  such  difficulty ;  but 
it  is  one  of  considerable  niagnirude  to  the  administration  which  can- 
not find  a  date  to  suit  all.  There  is  a  general  impression  that  tho 
schools  shouM  as  usual  close  early  in  July,  although  in  some  place* 
it  is  argued  that  July  is  the  season  when  going  to  school  in  the  coim- 
try  is  the  most  easy  and  delightful.  In  many  rural  districts  the 
vacation  would  l>e  most  desirable  in  mid-winter,  when  the  roads  are 
most  likely  to  be  bkx'ked  with  snow — in  January  or  February.  From 
the  consolidated  schor^l  at  Middleton  comers  the  suggestion,  that  July 
and  August,  next  to  June  and  September,  are  the  most  pleasant  and 
most  useful  months  for  scho<d,  and  especially  desirable  where  there 
is  a  school  garden ;  and  that  the  month  of  April,  when  the  roads  are 
breaking  up  and  conveyance  is  the  most  difficult,  may  be  the  best 
time  for  vacation.  In  European  countries,  summer  is  utilised  to  a 
much  greater  extent  than  in  America  for  school  going.  But  in  Nova 
Scotia  there  has  been  no  general  protest  against  the  increasing  length 
of  the  mid-sunnuer  vacation.  Starting  with  four  weeks,  it  became 
five,  and  lately  six,  for  all  schrnds,  while  for  town  and  city  schools 
they  were  extended  to  seven  and  even  eight  weeks.  And  so  far  43 
the  press  has  spoken,  the  trend  of  sentiment  appears  to  favor  their 
extension  rather  than  their  restriction. 

Now  were  it  ordered  that  the  schools  should  close  on  the  last  day 
of  June,  examination  week,  which  must  come  at  the  close  of  the 
school  year  according  to  the  practically  universal  sentiment  at  home, 
and  practise  both  abroad  and  at  home,  would  utilize  the  last  six 
week  days  for  examination.  The  24th  of  June  would  then  be  the 
earliest  day  of  examination  week ;  but  one  year  this  day  would  be  a 
Saturday,  another  year  a  Friday,  and  so  on  through  the  days  of  the 
week.  At  fifty  stations  throughout  the  province  a  sum  total  of  from 
three  to  four  thousand  young  people  woidd  present  themselves,  one 
half  of  whom  mu>it  come  in  from  the  country  and  pay  their  board. 
For  these  the  Sunday  from  home  breaking  into  the  examination  pro- 
gramme, wonld  be  considered  an  unnecessary  hardship.  Should  this 
view  l>e  acce]>tx»d,  thc^e  will  be  no  alt(^rnative  except  to  take  a  whole 
week  from  Monday  to  Saturday,  as  at  present. 

If  this  is  done,  no  Sunday  will  break  the  examination  tipie.  But 
Dominion  Day  may,  unless  the  weok  is  that  either  before  or  after  the 
one  containing  this  holiday.  Although  the  Federal  Parliament  at 
Ottawa  did  on  at  least  one  occasion  carry  on  its  regular  work  on  thd 
first  of  July,  we  must  plan  to  keep  this  day  free,  in  view  of  an  expres- 
sion of  the  desire  of  the  Provincial  Legislature. 
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If  we  take  the  earlier  week,  the  examinatiou  may  begin  as  early 
as  the  19th  of  June,  when  Dominion  Day  falls  on  Saturday — ^for 
Saturday  is  one  of  the  necessary  examination  days.  The  schools 
closing  on  Friday  the  23rd,  would  six  weeks  after  open  on  Monday, 
7th  of  August.  The  verdict  on  this  arrangement  is  likely  to  be  that 
it  is  too  early. 

We  are  then  reduced  to  accept  thfe  other  alternative — the  last 
week  of  school  to  be  that  commencing  on  the  fiin5t  Monday  after  the 
first  of  July,  which  will  allow  schools  to  close  on  dates  from  the  6th 
July  to  the  13th,  to  open  six  weeks  after  from  the  17th  to  the  24th 
of  August.  Should  a  uniform  vacation  of  seven  weeks  be  given,  the 
opening  dates  would  range  from  the  24th  to  the  31st  of  August. 

AcciDBNTAi*  Discrimination. 

Regulation  123  allows  to  Coimty  Academy  sections,  and  those  hav- 
ing at  least  four  departments,  one  week  more  vacation  than  to  rural 
schools,  and  the  city  of  Halifax  two  weeks  more,  without  loss  of 
public  funds.  This  was  not  so  unfair  when  the  regulation  was 
originally  passed,  for  each  teacher  was  then  paid  a  fixed  sum.  When 
the  Provincial  Aid  was  limited,  and  ordered  to  be  divided  among  the 
teachers  according  to  the  number  of  days  taught,  the  conditions  were 
changed.  When  the  160  high  class  teachers  of  the  City  of  Halifax 
are  taking  their  extra  two  weeks  of  vacation,  the  rural  teachers  are 
keeping  school.  But  the  Halifax  School  Board  is  paid  as  if  the 
schools  were  open,  out  of  the  funds  which  are  directed  to  be  paid  to 
those  teaching.  The  city  is  substantially  paid  for  two  weeks  of  holi- 
days, the  equivalent  of  four  or  five  weeks'  grant  of  the  average 
rural  teacher,  out  of  the  funds  which  should  be  divided  among  those 
teaching  in  the  country  sections.  As  the  City  of  Halifax,  on  account 
of  its  wealth,  can  afford  to  engage  teachers  who  draw  the  largest 
grants  out  of  this  fund,  and  do  not,  as  all  other  towns,  balance  this 
advantage  by  contributing  to  the  municipal  fund,  the  regulation  is 
doubly  inequitable, — one  degree  more  so  than  in  the  case  of  the  town 
sections.  In  order,  therefore,  to  carry  out  the  spirit  of  the  Act,  to 
distribute  the  Provincial  Aid  according  to  the  days  taught  by  each 
teacher,  I  recommend  that  six  or  seven  weeks'  vacation  and  no  more, 
be  allowed  all  school  sections  without  discrimination,  allowing 
sections  desiring  more  holidays  to  take  them  freely,  but  at  their  o\vn 
expense,  instead  of  the  expense  of  the  rural  teachers.  This  ine- 
quality is  one  element  causing  the  lowering  of  the  grants  to  teachers, 
and  its  removal  will  raise  the  grants  payable  to  each  teacher  for  each 
day  actually  taught 

Readers. 

The  committee  has  done  a  great  deal  of  hard  work  during  the 
year,  and  from  its  last  report  of  progress  to  the  Co\xxie\V,  t\k^  "^^^kw^ 
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for  grades  I  to  VI  wiU  be  ready  by  the  beginning  of  next  school  year. 
Pupils  having  usable  Readers  of  the  present  series  can  obtain  the 
new  by  exchange  in  the  manner  to  be  indicated  in  the  April  Journal 
of  ^Education.  For  bilingual  scliools,  French  editions  of  lleaders  I 
to  IV  are  proposed  to  be  prepared  within  the  following  year. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  MACKAY, 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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TABLE  XVIII. 

Special   Government   Aid  to   Poor   Sections,   1904. 


County. 


Paid  by  Government  over  and 
above  the  ordinary  Aid  towanls 
Salaries  of  Teachers  eu[]ployed  in 
Poor  Sections. 


First  Half  Year. 


Second  Half  Year. 


Total. 


Annapolis .  . 
Antigonish  . 
Cape  Breton 
Colchester. 
Cumberland 

i^igby 

Guysboro  .  . 
Halifax  Co. 

Hants 

InvernevSS  .  . 

Kincjs 

Lunenburg  . 

Pictou 

Queens  .... 
Richmond  .  . 
Shelburne .  . 
Victoria. .  .  . 
Yarmouth . 


Total   1904 
1903 


it 


Increase  . 
Decrease  . 


121  34 

42  37 
21  91 
82  63 
84  69 
99-71 

43  74 
104  69 

88  92 
77  83 
148  10 
114  67 
98  81 
41  48 
37  25 
37  54 
54  60 
75  74 


$1376  02 
1845  40 


$  143  85 

66  35 

55  85 

88  26 

78  79 

138  09 

57  82 

107  55 

107  50 

149  39 

151  90 

143  38 

127  51 

45  94 

68  97 

55  69 

66  55 

77  96 


$1731  35 
1921  52 


$469  38 


$190  17 


$  265  19 
108  72 
77  76 
170  89 
163  48 
237  80 
101  66 
212  24 
196  42 
227  22 
300  00 
258  05 
226  32 
87  42 
106  22 
93  23 
121  15 
153  70 


$3107  37 
3766  92 


$659  55 
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TABLE    XIX. 

Poor  Sections — Special  Municipal  Allowance. 


• 

Amount  of    Municipal   Fuiid 

MrNICIPALITIES. 

Number  of  thea^ 

paid 

to  these  i 

^hooli   over 

iSectionR  having 

and 

above    ordinary   aUow- 

Schools. 

ance. 

Annapolis,  County  of 

22 

$  347 

66 

Antio^onish,        "            

9 

121 

30 

Cape  Breton,     *'           

8 

155 

62 

Colchester,         "           

16 

143 

20 

Cumberland,     "           

11 

124 

00 

Digby,    District   of 

12 

224 

49 

Clare,              "           

5 

92 

08 

Cuysboro,      "           

5 

66 

15 

St  Mary's,     "           

2 

30 

08 

Halifax,  County  of 

20 

247 

40 

Hants,  East,  District  of  .... 

9 

98 

66 

Hants,  West,         "           

7 

77 

17 

Inverness,  County  of 

18 

233 

94 

Kings,               "          

27 

319 

93 

Lunenburg  and  New  Dublin, 

District  of 

13 
4 

214 

80 

79 

Chester,  District  of 

68 

Pictou,   County  of 

20 

206 

75 

Queens,         "            

7 

138 

42 

Richmond,    "            

10 

208 

12 

Shelburne,  District  of 

4 

58 

96 

Barrington,         "          

3 

44 

46 

Victoria,  County  of 

10 

241 

45 

Yarmouth,  District  of 

8 

151 

71 

Argyle,                 '•          

4 

63 

86 

Total   1904 

254 
295 

$3690 
3318 

88 

1903 

30 

Increase 

•     a     *     . 

9372 

58 

Decrease 

41 

•      fl       •••##' 

COUNTY    ACADEMIES. 


27 


Q 
-«! 
O 

*< 
H 

O 
O 


?    Pi   >" 

•r;  hj  << 


i.'5C*5^^WiC"^iO».':i^C^O'*CC©<CO 


E 


e:^^ 


c 

H 
ad 

H 

-«! 
u 


%' 


0) 

2 

OQ 

% 


X 

mm 

c 


« 
O 


I— 


3 


ec 


•N 


•  o 

P  '-*  O  OS 


00 


IS 


-2  ^00 -^ 

pfi  z;  2P  ©  cc  • 
3  w  »  »-<  oa  < 

OD 

^^  » ^"^  «•     ^«     «« 


CO 
Oft 


8 


O 


—  o 

»-^  o 


2S 


D  ^  r^  -^ 


09 

3 

~  a> 


<l  A  Od  Od  £  O) 


.O  OS 


cc 


ss 


^1  <M 

a  OS 


(M 

?o^ 

^^  ift  P-* 

lg-2 

OS 


U'5 


-g 

o    . 

2g 
2S 

OS^ 

Oft     . 

GO  coo 
OS  OS  — 


OCO  i*<  00 
^—  O  OS  OS 

oscb&os  g 


O 


o 


8»-«  h-  O 
.OS  — 

s»'§sss 


$SS'* 


OS  OS  9  OS  0 

OB 


:  w  9  OS  OS  flS 


COCNTV    ACADEMIES. 


M 


2.g 

a-|" 


,  Si  5:  *  Os05  c)  01—    .etOi 


Us 


gggsggggfggtSSS  .ggggSSS 


COUNTY    ACADEMIES. 


1 

1 

1 

i 

s,--s 

K 

SicSS 

3 

s 

s 

S5 

s 

3S 

sis 

,« 

'^    ■ 

A[10|l       aflsjOA  V 

sssssgiL-gssSssSmi 

ii 

s  ; 

■ivnh     aiirjnp  ^ 
papiiBiis   *  'Om' 

S£SR|S?i5|SSBKSS-l23S 

11 

"  ■ 

JqB  JO 
no  Btidtid  i^io^ 

3gSiS|ESS|SSS!KSS35SO  |g| 

3 ; 

1 

s 

-pusiiB     .\;iBp  _ 
m    8[,dnd  ?i 
JO     aBeiawjaj 

ssjssKsaisiKSKsssssiRs  as 

s  ■ 

.(|T/p"KrvS 

S|BS!|K2£:SSSgSSSS2»R    g|    2' 

■■"">'•     3..unp  3 
]>»])lla|lB        ON 

•j,li  Jo 
l>uslBjoiB!itnj  S^ 
'10  B[!dnd  imnj. 

BgiSSgSSS^SISgRgSSSgS  jg|  1    :- 

SS8SgRSS8gS»BSSsSS2 jg|     S; 

1 

1  ^ 

KISgRSKSagSSiSRSgSSS 

.!{-: 

.C[iU[)    aaajSAv" 

NsgS5Ki£gS8ES^5Jsa3     11 

s  ; 

1 

-jmb     flnunp  g 

sgSR^f-gsisgs.-sssssass  || 

a  . 

IpuaiFjomiaoj  2 

SgSS|SS5i23sr:5SKsaS5 

iir : 

1 

1 

-pUailB       .ft!"!'    a; 

ui  i([idnd  - 
JO      a!«i^,oaaj9,i 

SI:xS53,tSiSKi:ilil.5iS 

"1    ; 

(|iBp     ^Bjajy- 

SiSS^IBISIJSJasSgSESUs    sjp 

^  ; 

'J<»UCnl>  Jo 
pua-lBj»lB,B*i  2 
uo  viidnd  iBiox 

Sr-SR2E8S2tSSJS3S51lii3    || 

s; 

j 

5 

1 

! 

; 

i 

It; 

ff 

i 

:2 

= 

•a; 

1 

i 

41 

1= 

^1 

ii 

COONTY    ACADEMIES. 


pu»  (OS)   -{U) 
■(81)  traSBjuaa  g 


35SSSSE5SiSK33RgSKS  SS 


I-SSmSKSSSSwSRK  I 


gSSSSSSI^SSi 


S||i|'2ll|sil|iiilii 


sssis^rsSSSSSKKSSsss; 


'}[VII        piimai  ^ 


si|28r:SS!!SSSsSSS|i! 


SisSSSiSSBS'iSSSSSSggS 


">  i 


SiS'<3S£SSiiii£SS3SS 


gl, 


11  i 


11  i 


k!' 


is 


Itl|ll«i42iii|i«l 


COUNTY    ACADEMIES. 


31 


V 

I 

CO 

w 

< 
H 

;::> 
O 
o 


puoXcq     uioj|      'ojt^ 

•UOI^D»^     }0     9)lUIIl 

puoAoq     mojj      ojj^ 
'ao(')09§ 

-9uo[9q   ;ou    ponoj  ^ 
-U3    eiidnj    JO     o^ 


•Bljcop  oijig 


«  as 


BifojIJO    OXS 


'J9AO 


2Wpu«    8JV9.C    yi 


..s 


;ft 


•91  Japan  ©, 
pa«     g      aeAQ*^ 


H 
H 

o 
>; 

<  w 

I:  * 

'  H 
I- 

O 

d 
P5 


*J9AO 


s 


pu«    8iC«p   005 


•S'^«P66Io^0eiS 


sXfjp6tlo^00l5 


sABp  eg  <n  oe' 


■s^vp  6t  oi  0o5 


CO 

M 


05        ^^  CC  ""^      • 


CI 


CI 


•^  "fl* 


CO 


—  050ccQic»ooo;cc5oooorix^^o;; 

d'^  —  CCOCl        — «C<        --ClCft.— 


X"  — > 
CO  o 


K-^ 


CI  X  ^5  00  I  -  «  cc  ^  o  lo  CI  ^  h*  w:  r»<  i>-  ffl  »-*  CI 

C<»0"^        ^'^Ql'-^j-'^mm^int^GO       ^^i^ 


^  c5 


as§gaisi«2?jssii?gsas2«2!s 


osec 


SQC;093COXoatr^xX'-4XO^O)coio»oco 
CC«0(MC0'9^CIQCC^^I^C1W'-*  —  ^l- 


2i3 

Cl^ 


Cl^       t^Cl  ^CICIW'-iW-*  '-^"^ 


CO  CO 

to  kO 


xo5x^r^cico-^xcoci-Hr»«or>-CJi^co 

C4<ocoec^io-HCM»-*"^C)'^oSec-^'-— >® 


C4 


»o  o> 


X  $*  -«*<  c<  i^  X  ;o 


i-^Ci'r»<oi'«*c:o  —  iO"^;o 


X  »« 

^  X 


"^QO»OCCO«C^50W'«»'«OC1CII^C1CICIO 
^^^^  CN  —CI  "-• 


X  o 
o:  to 


CO  CC  CO 


C4  C4  if5 


:  g 


T 


XCC  '- 


^  CC  Si  CI  cc  «-^ 


CI  -<  l^ 


l^  X 


CO 


r»< » 


CO    fc« 


>.  Jd   d   CD 


0) 


50  CO  —*  CO  CI  CI 


CO  o 


2? 


c  S 


-^t  CO 


JS       ^ 


o 


S 


I- 

CO 


• 

. 

•                 ■        • 

• 

»    • 

.QD      •      • 

'CI 

.     .lO     ■ 

•-«coc« 

>  i^ 

.     .     .  OS 

S'' 

pH       • 

•                    •         ■ 

^ 

f4 

X     • 

*          • 

•         • 

•                        •           • 

• 

• 

• 

»               •                B 

CO 


CI 


Ol 


2ig 


\ 


CnrXTV   A'.A DEMIES. 


•         Fmj. 

22«I"S 

JEsi  ^sassss  ;  ;s 

SSls;| 

1 

■*|i«,;,= 

s-'"M;;M;;2i^;;iss|  :" 

"P-MS 

8"-  =  "«   IS-  --'B—  :  ;2liSIS  : 

•9l"U!>W 

:=  =  iS  :  ;  :i£  .'"«2=  ;    ». 

il|=: 

■apw,i5. 

32-5  ;2  :S«  .aSSS'  :     3 

s«|-: 

S 
s 

1 

i 

■IWX 

- 

a  ;-s  ; 

ss    > 

■8imj,j  = 

:::!:;-: 

:  i" 

SS  j   i  : 

1 

■^""■'^i 

"  i  ;2  i 

;—  ; ;  >  : 

8S  1  :  = 

■■"  :  12  ; 

:2  :  :  :  :  :  : 

^s  |-  ■ 

f 

s 
^ 

■I'l-J. 

"2SSS3::SI5S-'a8|2''="S 

Ills; 

ES  1   is 

3"*=  :;;;;:;;-:;; :" 

H 

■apS'in  5 

S'-S'S" 

»^-— 'S!"    ■•"•' 

isr 

1 

»,,„„j   -^Si?  =  = 

.=  .,    ;.25,:-„».     g|,g    .| 

..,„„;    :=s-iSi=-i'-"S2s""='8 

13  |=: 

■l«l'U 

SSS(^gr;sS|2Si!S35S3S5 

gS  |S  : 

~  z 

S3I    -5 

1 
»< 

■•P^ip; 

■nirm-)- 

K  =  "ttS-ZS£.--f,S3"  =  -a 

sl|3; 

K 

■..l«.:i,     2!5SS3S!;-  =  S'-a!-:5S°"°»S 

^§|5; 

a 

,,„„„,!    Sl?5  =  SSH'|3iSS!13!S--  =  S     il  1    :S| 

i 

i       1 

i 

1 

1 

s 

:;    Ml 

Mi  h  -1 

:  :      •  : 

:;    ;:| 

Mtmilllittll 

11     J| 

COL'NTV    ACADEMIES. 


vpwo- 


S5;sss?i?gssiegi?3ss 


3S:;;^RS$SSi!S£SSS; 


•p"05J  -ss^^sii-aas-.-as 


I 


si 


J, 


IK.,-I 


ii 


\ 


XTV    .\rAllEMIE.S. 


3 

■i"">,[. 

=si'-|g=-gs=«asL-— =« 

1  '- 

as  1  .= 

IS  1  - 

1 

s;iSSs!|2JltSi55S2=2K 

i*  1'  : 

i 

=i-:ST,;T,!:-s?i-aK5S»— g 

SC-r-; 

S;S  =  =!  =  £'K«iSaS'---=S 

fill;- 

!:s 

-..sv„.n.,.,« 

:':=  M  ;  :ss  ;;;:;;:; : 

i=is; 

1 

6 

< 

i 
1 

S'=S5SSS2|SgiSJ!5  =  =  =  K 

es 

i^ 

2sss3S2-ss-ai;5«»"S 

SI    *: 

1 

•apai.,>: 

iS*<=SKi»5SiSa5'--- -s 

t'i  1   .* 

I : 

E5S?iSE51S|!jagS!S3222S 

ig  s; 

< 

;g  :;;;;:  ;2  ;;::;   i : ; 

iSjs; 

< 

1 

'3[liu;|y 

=s55;!i2-5S'-!iS5g»"'-s' 

^ 

■■'I'wfii: 

i:Si-S,'IS2-Ba?.V;5:;='-'-  =  S 

ill  ;s 

1 

::s£"5?,-  =  ii-:!:«.=  2"='-S 

ES 

g  ; 

x 
M 

i 

5 

■pmx 

JS!!agi;S?i^SgK*SS55SS 

%% 

:'" 

;,„:„:.::-  ^  ::„  :           „ 

ss 

'  — 

■.ipiM..,- 

;feS>l;S'ZS£-2t!S2«  =  -g 

ei 

: 

=  ^ii«a!i  =  '-|5i'-f,SSa°"°-S 

§g 

S  : 

: 

2:=i  =  i:S£'-Sg=;5SISL-'-=K    II  j   -g 

«5 

1 

llilii 

ii 

II 
M 

COi;XTY    ACADEMIES. 


i 

■ 

i 

II 
1 

» 

< 
I 

mijoo  iflp»o  ui 

;  IS  1  :  I  :  :  :  ■  :  .B 

?= 

R, 

■(,*«At-."K!        =     i' 

::8-:Ef;;i:S|Sg    :s 

;a::s 

;:-=S:StSS;.;;S||i    '^r 

VlAV 

SHS=s^,;  ;ssssa;..:a||||is  | 

"cwys 

;'";=;  liiiiMsf!::- 

.s 

■8 

II 
If 

li 

••ii.fjj 

:=■=  :- ; ;  I  M  1;''- M  :  ;*  K| 

;* 

""pWflj 

:22  .Sa  :  :  :  ;  :  :K2  :  ;  i  :  = 

s= 

;■= 

-P«:»= 

■"5~*  ■:  i  :■:;■-:;;:  i  |ss 

■»I™J!>5 

:— = 

Mn::-;N::|=^^ 

:s 

ill ..-. 

;S"-3 

: ; ;  M  ;  :2  M  :  i^l^is 

1 

£■1 

■"P"!)2 

;s".;S 

:  i  :  i  ;  :  :2  :  :  ;  :  ;  Igg 

s : 

■ay\n^)~ 

IS?S"Sa-  =  32'-2S82-  =  -5  1  jjg 

a 

ojniinouSv- 

-  :  :8£a  ;-R  :'-SS  :  i  ;^»  :  IgS      ;s| 

1 
1 

■I'Wl 

2SS8SS  =  -SSi-SRSS  =  »»3 

Ss 

- 

OpDJ.(  = 

>-  is  :  i  ::;:::=:■:  :2  1  5a  1   :S 

E.l«j;,^ 

saSSIS=:'-K5-8feiS='»'S  |Sg  |«  . 

1 

■I''I".L 

5gS3JS5SSgSSSSS2ii?;  [|b-|  ;s 

■«[.«■,= 

■s"  -2  ;->;;:::  ia  f :.  :=  |:;!;  |  :- 

s 

■ap.u.j5 

2S2-Sa'  :  =  *»-2SSE-=-3  IfS  |g  : 

•ap»j;>>< 

23S-SS"|S.2S8ii2-- =3|ii||    ;S 

1 
■ 
i 

i 

rC 

iiii 

iiift 

Ul 

COl'.NTY    ACADEMIES. 


11 
1 

•|«i"X 
■e|>«J.,= 
■apw;,3 

-== 

=  35 

l'SS  = 

■=3 

s? 

Of 

V 

^|SI 

-1 

;=;;2:;;;:M;=!;;:-lEsr> 

•S-'Sa'-gH  — S22  —  S  1  J5  |5  : 

■»inu;j^ 

='8'==sss-s="''Sg=— a  |5g  |t  : 

■apw 

I 

ig"  i  ;:.  i  ::;  ::::;::.:  |S  :  |3.: 

1 

8lg5«t?a3|3S:JS5SS-2=K||g|    ., 

^ 

SSSS«SS"2S8ai!Si52-S3|iS|S  : 

;-,.=  :.= 

i  :-  i  :  . 

-|2S|    is 

1 

1 

1^ 

'  i. 

■  :=. 

is  >s 

i  i3  :  i  : 

■«  |RR  1   :- 

=  ..-S.,-,.-o.xg.  .-- 'E  III  |S  ; 

Ci 

1 

s 

-?i=-ss2-sa"2sa2"""i:]gg  s; 

■BpBJOX 

» 

•KS28-  -S-««J5-- "=|||    S 

•SIS  .S  =  -'52"ai2"='  =  -S|Sg|    s 

K 

£SI''ISi""3  =  2a-Si-="-2||2|    :5 

-J 

TinX         ■^"' 

■« 

is  i-:"""  : 

ii|ss 

=  : 

p 

■•'pwt)^ 

;- 

il- 

i- 

^ 

;- 

:2  :  I-*  — — •*  : 

;  s- 

3  : 

^ 

■3imj 

Ox 

> 

:•*  :    rtct*! 

:    t:S 

i- 

n 

■.,«.j 

" ; 

; ;" 

i"  i"'  i  i 

i    n* 

*"  : 

■IBl'X 

q«SS|RSS^SSSIgSsSa2 |£| 

S 

■opw 

jg 

ii-i;i"i^sii=l 

0[>«I 

=  5  =  ' 

'S-'-  =  -S||S|3 

■ainu 

-i5-2i: 

38-"l8|ij=|5 

■•'I>»'!)d 

ZS^^aiii-gaS!** 

•J'-— =5||i| 

s 

y 

0 

i 

If 

M 

I 

A 

til 

i  ii 

i 

COirSTV   ACADEMIES. 


a  9  and  01  pad  t;  's]ap»pj 
JO  ai^uji  )  puv  alJBi|^ 

auoiiaa.ion     jaq^o 


m 

lii 
Et-5 
.2  t2 


[fill 


;0A  J"     OM 


lUTjqn    JO 


JS2  iSJsasa-sgg^ssss 


iS 


8888 


§3S8S88 


Sigi^ll- 


SSiS 


¥11  f" 

S3-i8 


S  188 

S  Irs 


^    S9      :S 


38  18  : 


\\%t\ 


■Ay  J"  one* 


(q-n 

■iI.imiHUBd 


■"JO)  " 
■Ay  yy 


•(fu»ji| 
I»'!maq.^  uj 


88888 


8S3SS 


883888 


8^88 


8    rss 


%  S!-- 


388888888 


8588888" 


,88  ; 


Is" 


5ll  'sl .. 


\ 


COUNTY   ACAI>EMIEK. 


ft  -do  ■miofuano-'  U" 
.  ;o   Bn[i\   p.»iiiiun» 

'jiax)]  1U0IU  (uoq.iB 

■III  UT<|']|<U    '.llo'MM(» 

inq-Uioiu.iimwiaii 

miuiiditu    .i|jiiiin|iK 

>        ..HIIM        IMJIIIII!!. 


SSS8882S§SS2S83SS88 1*8  IS 

«|2  =  S;;-_-S-s^*^-S,-.^g.)g_S  JP  [| 


w 

555    -5    ;    . 

; ;  ■       : 

8 

5     |-p|i'"l'b'lM»      I  "«>-  « 

i         .«.    K|l<ltll.<f|       ^'"     .'!     . 

;;      JO  HiK>t«ti<)uii(]    '3  2^8 


:5i:;qr 
:  ~T  -  ^  2 


.'    ■m';s5E1SS5iS^5w'-52-»3S 


i-   i'  i   S2r;2;s325 


ii 


irtillttlliiiiiiiii  1=  11 


GOVERNMENT  NIGHT  SCHOOLS. 


39 


O 
O 

a 

o 

w 

H 

a 

o 

I— I 

"A 

H 
"A 

s 

^; 

> 
o 

o 


2d 
®   C 


J2J 


It-  ^1  01  C  ^1  O 

H*  »^  u-S  ^  »??  ?5 


?i?i5!? 


^1  Jl  -* 

'^1  5i  C'l 


cc  M?  cc  t^  cc  r-- 

cc  ^  w  so  ^  ^ 


s 
u 
< 
a; 

H 


y. 


X 


X. 


■^^'3  lis 


3  c 

>7^    4.J    *3 

c8 


3   h   eS   E   A  •ti 


s    - 
o    • 

PQ        O 


c3 


1 


MAXfAL  TRAIKINO  SCHOOLS. 


'i.rt"^.'I'im''^S2*""''  5R3Sr5SiaBSagBSJ3B=R   ^3 


jiq  3|>vui  (niiioq  gl  ta 
l-pneiiv  nrtO[  Iliijji 
HI  Id  rid  aiii  III 

'*li?5*-Jl»!L!"*!?T  111''  ^:? 


^i^poxi^-Mj      ggggg|Ba5=§"8a«Sg"£"i|s  |g 


gsKBgg48gg:,'gBg=sjgs  lag  I; 


IsiiilPsiilPilliiiiiil 


«| 


|»| 


|s= 


SSSSI==3Ea=«= 


35SS==S«SSa=l583g  III  ]i 


nils 


'■'ii 


iiffillii|liiliiii 


I    i-3 


I'll 


lis  "  1 1,  II  I'll 


MANUAL  TRAINING  SCHOOLS. 


^393!gai!aSSRS|3i|   :*|isl 


_  a^^ggaasaBsalgg 


:  SSl»; 


=KgIieg35faaT|§ 


:!Sr 


liil- 


=Kpss^g2M|TfgTi 


8l|SS5!'S5?88|||| 


ri  ^ 


IIH: 


i=5"s!  I?'  1=  1 

g  .=2.  iJ.  '^^     h 


Ellis|1;ili  i 


ill 


1!^ 


MANl'&L  TRAIMNi;   SCHOOLS. 


■l..,>uiM.i.l..|. 
-Mil   TOj   ttinin-uiHlUM 

S3SSSS3S988S33S38e    RS   R: 

iliiSSSSiSISiasSiS  gi|: 

^        i  -vu^'  'Tuii.i 

:  j    -3  ■  :S 

m:|!| 

-           ,  >"llJOS|lH1i;i 

^               |.«ll..S        IIKU.H    . 

i?    SSBSSS  is  i  : 

HP  11 

1     "lA'M.I     Ul'U.-l    1 

;^IS^3i;237333f)Sa8SeS  jSS  !s  : 

u-|bii;'m.ii|  i 

■«,->l|..WJi 


■(jlJ'mliuiidilii     I 

I  •KMi.in.ql  iu«q.iH     I 

JO      luaiuniiilu 

II  AAlllA    |M)«U1]^I^ 


ii3IS3:ea3  :sSS3aS3S  \Rs\'~ 
g:2>£83xiSS$  :^SaS3RS3lgS'g 
"    *    1 


!83| 


mil 


i§iis8ssS?SSSSgS3S ISS |S 

p;.iic:s|3isi!S8i§3||i  i 

^  ^^        .  i_S_  .1 '_ 


51  l»: 


ia^s.sissl.ll  Si:  ;i 
;«iiflllirHi|J  h 

-ji:-y.g>^gxax:j  <>   sua    ^- 

5SKts.l||r?|d|i  I 
■1lsfs«lt5!s||s>ji  J. 


I        I'll!  Jipij;p' M 


MANUAL   TRAINING    SCHOOLS. 


43 


§8    S:  gSSS$S8^35 


»so 


Si  :io  ir: 


T   I  ^w 


«-; 


n;  83 


3 


SS 


S    8  8^.^8^§^B8 


So 


i 


11 


i  'Si 


§2  IS? 


8g    rt  885=58^55535  '235    S 


1 1- 


3    g  8S^8.^Sg?s*^ 


35  i; 


sss 


in 

IW 


•o 


94 

^9 


88§8§5? 


iS 


3s    3^ 


>i^ 


i  •:-; 


I- 

6  '■ 


»>- 


«  I  esi' 


is; 


91  I  oCci 


;sis 


s** 


.■3 


s 


1^ 


§ 


8    8  8S88S5S88 


88 


8]  88 

I  ill 


838^:88888 

SSIsliilS 


55 

2^ 


o    I  00  8 


lo     "«•»  SSSSaSSZSf^S 


si 


0:3 


as 

km: 


=  00 


—     —  es- 

©6- 5  a     gc     S^ 


07     ^3      c  e      o 


J  9  o      c   .: 


,^—     Ed 


;i 


§1 


? 

5 


mm 


III 


e. 
©• 
s 
n 


■  3 

a,      >• 


c 


z 
0/ 


;5: 

o 


•3  •    • 


SSI 


si 


c. 

OS* 


c 


C 


RURAL  SCHUUL    LIBRARIES. 


al 


'iiiautdinfw  a'jb 


9J11  jpuadxa  ioioj_' 


8  S  S  S¥51l5?i58l^ 
88SS8S?SaSSS8S¥ 


S»8S8£»2S8S2g8S 


888  S=J8!;8;S 

S82  assssss^ 


■(«jn»d!''n'"'V 

aOnfB      AJUqiq     lln 


88  :  :iSSSa  :S  :SS 


8  :S3 
S 


S33S 


8S8i88S8SS8SSSS 


^'■3  \u  '-'n 
|ll^|i3^^;f fill  I 


lllijfi2||jl|fl 


\  t 


as  "i"  iii 


il 


ill 

in 


It 


ill 


ail 
»!• 


UKltARlEK. 


EJKSSSiaSSSgSigKi  1^ 


■=S«S2KaaS22i;2S 


5- 


O^gQlBgOOa     OfJ 


i[ooi|3ii   Siiunp 


|ig:||=^lli.s|*,||^ 


^£ 


!f=l^lii= 


Ull- 

1 

I  lT|i:^ 

.5 

mm 

■s. 

1 1    * 

13     -»           J< 

JS 

s  5 


lias 

2^1 


|j  I        I  I  I.  I  I  I 


4() 


RURAL   SCHOOL    LIBRARIFS. 


1 

ii 

1-5  ^ 

;  O    e6 
'fc-    ?> 

ii 

.     a' 

i      l*^^ 

:-ud 

'oj    V 

i 

1 

S 

ii 

1  'Z 

1 

o 

to 
_c 
'C 

^» 

'oT 

i 

Mm 

c 

i 

c 
o 

!  'Z 
1  ^ 

i  1 

1 

1 

'M  3i  X  t  -M  »^  i^  f  C^  - 

i.-:  I-  5  >•: »-:  •.-  r:  re  X  2 

'  ?1  SC  I- t 

5 

■ 

1 
1 

« 

1 

1 

1 

(M  t':  r.  '^  1  -  'M    '      it  c*: 
?i  -M  —             •      ir:  •-: 

•  X 

CC 

•4 

•   i 

1 

1 

1 

•uwpijio 

)1  «Il(l  Ul  H  id 

uvqi   »J0(()0 
;anK8(    jo    'oj^ 

o  t  s: 

»^  iC  ?^ 

1- 

*  "c  CC  •*  -t  I*:  t--  -t  1  ^  '^  c.  3 
-f  "C  re  re  -M  o  X  -.c  re  i-  cc 
—  CC  re 

1- 
?c 

C  1-  3C 

r:  —  ?4 

.I-: 

'    •      ci  CC  t'  s:  o      c   1  "^ 
1-  It  f  X  —      »^    1  ac 

•        •                                                    • 

• 

"3 

91 

5*^ 

X 

.^ 

T*  i  S  ?e  "N  »e  •e  o 
-?!  u-:  —  Tf  '*•  3^1  CC  5i 

s 

? 

^       1       ^    i^f 

^M    • 

• 
» 

• 

>       « 

• 

• 

•  * 

•  • 

*.  i "" 

1 

1^ 

5"^ 

— 

-- 

?c     •' 

:  ^ 
•  •  1 

■    1 

• 

»           •           • 

■           • 

t         •         • 

>c 

*                   •         * 

:  :  1 

2     •            1         •     • 

^X       i     :  : 

-o 

SflS 

ce  I-  "M  c 

1 

■  i« 

1             ill 

a         >-:'         i>£     JS 

X 

o 
o 

u 

o 

1 

'*  ;s 

X 

• 

t- 

.  :£  le  "^ 

:  :  1* 

s 

5 

en 

(M  ?C  <C  ? 

-t 

CC 

X  C 

1        -^ 

1' 

•  cs 

c 

1  ?i  tf^  — 

M|^ 

to 

X 

=  5  ^  *^  3r 

^  ift  01  W 

:  1'^' 

••ls» 

Id 

a  X  ':i 

X  -M      • 

f  — 

•  «*     «^» 

1^  i.c  —  CC  •-'e  e»   1  -* 
->  CC  ->!  ei  X    IX 

M      C      0         . 

J- 
00 

a  • 

• 

y. 

? 
y. 

^1  -x    • 

rc  -t  •':  c 

•                                                                            < 

l-C  l-t^  X  -^     '   CC 

—              ei   !  ^ 

1  ■" 

0  ®  ©  c 

^  i  -r    •                         t{ 

»  «5«  £                  !- 

'5  ^  .s  "^ 

y  iS  S  §                  .S 
Q«J2.2                 2 

•  S   C   2     ••?* 
2:.5-S.  S,^-^   )>?*«  C^ 

■2=1  =3  2  $|.|.sS=^ 

i  ^  1.      1  1  1  1  1  1 

\ 

>-4 

•  'M              —  — 

•                      • 

CC  »e      c  c 

?C           •  01  — 

• 

o     *  rc 
1 »    • 

• 
• 

2«  -  r  r.  X 

ei      — 

^  f:  '^  ^  ci 

r      0: 

?C         CC 

•         ■         • 

u      .    - 
c     .   >    {- 

•-  =5-i 

:   • 

^:  |- 
il      £ 

&     C 

c 

4 

• 

05  = 
■/.    n 

v:  re 

• 

• 
• 

•.s  c 

• 

•my 
> 

'  '^    z 

.    u      .      .      . 
'    X      *      ■      • 

■                       ■                       ■       ^^M                       «                       •                       B 

• 
-         IM               •              •              • 

:   :^-^   -3  1    - 

§ij|||  -I 

1 

1 
/. 

;/ 

1 

• 

> 

.      .       .    *■ 

1                        • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 
• 

• 

•  • 
■           • 

B                   • 

• 

COLLEGES    ANI>    r>nVER.SITlE,S. 


' 

1  _ 
1  - 
I  - 

1  : 

■["loj.  1      s     -     Si      i     2     '■ ;  sg 

^ 

s 

■u  'iin 

-  ■ 

STl 

:      a                ISS 

_- 

1 

->S  'U  1                                                              1  1     « 

71  ■■)  n 

1 

"S": 

i 

h<        ^. 

■.iH-KI                                ;        -          :          -1 

^'■ 

H       ■: 

Y   W 

v  a 

—  -  — '~i— '«-—., — :  j  t3 

i. 

5    c£ 

-      ^     a     a    s    "ISS 

s 

1    1 

iiBJft  i«i«j,  1       ^      ^      ■-      S      "      "iSJj 

2   ■ 

1 

S    1 

iwpmio 

uonnjn""! 

1  1  1  14  11 ;: 

i 

"        o       . 

I 

=     .     =    83     =181.-, 

1  ^ 

a  If 

Ii|: 

1= 

1  '• 

3    1  '^ 

:       ;!                                :l3ffl 

J  1 

1  h 

1«!1JH,1  1           :                               ■,     "=          :\«  ■ 

s 

5     1 

jl 

5^ 

■.«,«a.H  1          =                               -                    :  1    ,   : 

ih 

=  j  i- 

■i"."ii                 .     Si      ;      :ias 

.R 

s 

' 

i;     - 

1: 

■|»I3Ui>0 

"                  :       15       "         :135 

1  2  - 

II! 

:       i8       ■>         :    32 

— * 

H 

.pBjaiapon  1         "                     :        S        "          ■  1  =3 

iii 

r; 

i 

,.vun«ox|      2       ;      S      ^      s      =,§§ 

n 

■■soliK" 

«         :       S       5       =         WffiS 

iS- 

n 

«    ^_         .         .,^g 

„         -       »    ^g       «         .  1 5jj 

■=   g 

< 

i! 

-Wxl        =    .    .       2       s       H       =133 

"  SI 

■«3Hiniad  j         "                  S        g        S          :]3i 

■i"' 

■     s     3E     B     - ;  se 

11 

2    J-il 

"         :       ?;       3       S       S  1  ?I5 

s 

^  t 

■■j»3A>ij     -     ;    3    a    s    =!§§ 

=  1- 

aisjiilaaq 

■    ■.       "       -       S       '^         :|!iS 

,- 

-       -       =       =       =       Ji,SE 

i 

S     H 
"     OS 

'i         !|lc  |i  |S  |8  |8  |i 

< 

1 

i^llMiip 

Mai 

1 

rflMli 

^  13  IS  1^  ^/ 

!      £      -<      o      S 


PRIVATE   SCHOOLS   ASD   SEMINARIES. 


liM 


*l   si  ■ 


i=lil4lill 


la 


ill- 


-ft*  'lis  '■^'5  ::'■%: 

|fc"E*ir:iils|gsl 


CONSPECTUS   OF   M     I',    y.    EXAMINATION. 


TABLE  XXV. 

Co.vHPECTUS  OF  M,  P.  Q.  Examination  Rbsultb  by  Stations. 


Aiuherat      .'. 

AmmpolU 

Aiiti^onish     

Andial    

Badduck    

Uarriiif;t«n 

Bear  River   

Berwick        

Brid{;i:h>WD 

Briilgew&ter 

Chester    

Church  Point   

Uigby     

Glace  Bay 

Creat  Village 

Halifax    ..'..,';"."'.".'. 

Keulvills 

Liverpool  

Lockeport 

Luneiiburg 

Mabou 

Maitland 

Maruaree  Harbor    .... 
.Middle  Musquudoboit  . 

Middleton     

New  Glasgow 

North  Sydney 

Oxford     

Parrsboro 

I'ort  Hawkeibury 

Port  Hood 

River  John   

iiheet  Uurbor   

Shclburne  

Sherhrooke   

Springhiil    

Btellarton 

St.  l-ctet'a 

Sydney 

latamagouche 

Truro 

Upper  Slewiacke 

Westport 

Westville 

Windsor    

Wolfville  

Yarmoutb 


4  I  t«     -ZiS   '43,   0571  95     35ft  «i 


PROVINCIAL   HJiiH   srH»M)L   EXAMINATION. 


ir 


y.    1       -xtiiLM!! 

" 

«    -««-       —      :- 

i  jo;  ►■n"i>!y'i«. 

Ku:cc..  — K-M- 

-n~».-2-5-N  =  »    .H- 

_-i                   -iwlf.-i 

*«« 

■  J(lJ^-..|«^lIT"l»■ 

4. 

■■••■■■•"•■-   •■■■-----■_ 

£-       ■ll\-ai>ui,, 

«:-:.;::; 

=  i     VK. 

s     -'^ra^ 

i    "vvrs,, 

*   WSSSK.. 

:::.::'  ::x' -  

=  r?s£! 

_ .  ■  --■     ■  . 

|lJJl|=|ilsl?4Kllll||||p 


PROVINCIAL   HIGH    (SCHtK)!.   EXAMINATinx. 


^■a«— -ai.sssaiisTy- 


^-jj-  ^u«,-,^„  ,g^ 


III. 


PROVINCIAL   lliOH   SlHOOL   EXA^eI^fATIO^^ 


-loiivj  a»ii[inu  ]ii]ijj . 


2S«a  "S'^GSsaa-g  35  ''SsSS^Sr^sass 


il»m  ja«f,|  Opalo  »"o  IMA13-.U   ox 

~Ss3  KRS3S  sssasa^wspwsra^as 

•X   opMJo  paiWIiai 

=  5a  :''='-Sa=***252"=?S2*22SiE»S 

"Xl-'inu!   po.v|MOj  (tnoj 

iTt    npgJD  _ui)   XI 


■X  -tl" 

IX. "!'"*)  "" 

X 

MA|.k>.U  HHOJ.I 


]^W.-^ 


S 


IX   « 

IXopwoiwJiajaJli'inj, 

■uonsanuoi*" 

P«0    ««>   IX  0P""0   pJAlo.)aiI 

..™^,-. 

""—-"5" 

*s"-*s 

!-;;:!■:■ 

; ; ;  r  ; 

„'R1JBJ..  IIX  si'WO  p.'tl-'J  I»WJ. 
.1»I""d..  IIX  >f"0  («.*tM9J  i»ln.L 

.       .                        ::::;::■■="..—-:.. 

■ira^pwoi«lFB;i«oj 

_'     _   •   .       ..." -,^^-^~ V 

T 

3 

1 

■p,il!iiH 
Xt  '>l>'UO  p..A|O.M!i 

-=E  ■«»-==='■-' -3  SS-AS* 

""S-S"B33 

■KI»P«UDWJ»J1UW1>"«.1 

■I»II«J 

""*"-"  """-33 -- 

":'"■■"»"'■'"""■:= 

■xr9p*'m"*ia»ii 

-«.*■  :_B«s^.««_-;^«=gr»«BS^v*-s6 

'\-a|itU|ip.iAp.i.il| 

fi»B— s»sass 

■X-->in"y.'"J.>l'i|>ll'"V.> 

1 

STATION-. 

1 
1 

Hi 

i 

PROVINCIAL  HIGH   SCHOOL   EXAMINATION. 


BiSaSl22E:SS-==RBaS'-*=S22  I  g|  I  g 


iS^S«5;-'3338-"*i338 


xgJIKSsS33S'^»°>JiJia3~::=i3S 


3ISSS8SS32*""'"'''SS2S'"'°2a2 


i^Ts—"— 

„---«««« 

^-TiS-^ 

*""""'"" : : 

-K-S.--2-W 

.-=[SS    :s 

as-^sss""- 

-2==|i=   ;^ 

;""•*■"=" 

— =ias  - 

a"     - 

-  : 

:=-=|as  a 

2S2-2— -"- 

■—"Si-- 

-s-=|M   :' 

aES=s-*aa- 

-8=siS3|» 

Isl  10 


iilT 

"Ell 


Si 

III!  1. 


Ji5iEclsS 


CLASSIFICATION    OF   SCHOOLS. 


55 


TABLE  XXVin. 

Classification  of  Schools  According  to  the   Number  of  Pupils, 

&c.,   1903-4. 


SohoolK  with  less  than  20 
Pupils. 

No.  of 
Schools 

aoto39 

Pupils. 

No.  of 
Schools. 
40  pu- 
pils or 
over. 

Graded  Schools. 

MUNICIPALITY. 

Na  of 
Schools. 

Av. 
Enrol- 
ment. 

Av. 
Attend- 
ance. 

No.  of 
Sections 

No.  of 
Depts. 

No.  of 
Pupils. 

Annapolis 

Antigonish 

Cape  Breton 

Colchester 

Camberland  

Dicbv 

23 

9 
7 
24 
20 
4 
I 
5 
6 

12.5 

17.1 

15.3 

14.4 

15  3 

16. 

14 

15.8 

14.6 

6.7 

7.1 

6.7 

6.4 

5.7 

6.7 

6. 

7  6 

6.8 

36 
25 
40 
59 
68 
20 
13 
18 
7 

23 

20 
21 
19 
30 

9 
10 
17 

8 

13 
3 
9 

12 

15 

11 
9 
6 
1 
1 

11 
6 

10 
4 
3 

14 

11 
2 

10 
6 
7 
4 
7 
2 
7 

15 

44 
20 
121 
53 
80 
30 
22 
20 

2 
158 
42 
13 
34 
15 

8 
41 
45 

6 
62 
24 
16 
13 
17 

6 
45 
30 

18l» 
77^ 
I047& 
2711 
489» 
1358 

*1*6"J     •  •  •  •  • 

Clare  

1127 

Guysboro    

St.  MaryS 

Halifax  City 

976 

loa 

814^ 

**       Co 
Hants  East      

•*     West    

Inverness  South. . . 
North  . . 

Kings 

Lunenburg 

Chester  

12 
6 
4 

15 
4 
8 

11 
3 

41 
6 
6 
7 
5 
9 
3 
I 

14  9 

15. 

16.7 

14.3 

17. 

14.3 

14 

17. 

13  6 

13. 

16  1 

15.3 

16. 

15. 

13.6 

15. 

5.8 
5.6 
7  1 
4.7 

5  6 

6  9 
7.1 
6.5 

6  2 

7  2 
7.5 

8  4 
8.7 
7.6 
5.6 
5  1 

45 
27 
14 
36 
14 
42 
52 

6 
62 
15 
24 
16 

2 
23 
15 
11 

52 
13 

9 
18 
20 
36 
38 
12 
15 

8 
14 

7 
12 

7 
11 

9 

2084 
46» 

1481 
576 
415 

I6£6 

2140 
372 

Pictou 

Queens 

3368 

1088 

Richmond 

Shelburne 

Barrington 

Victoria    

806 
5iO 
785 
270 

\  armouth 

Argyle 

1907 
1325 

Total  1904.... 
IWitf .  .  .  . 

240 
300 

15. 
14.9 

6.6 

8.2 

690 
.     716 

438 
455 

199 
197 

967 
921 

51664 
474«a 

Increase  

Decrease. ..... 

"eo 

.1 

i.'e 

"26  " 

•       •       • 

17 

1    ■ ' 

■   ■   •   •  - 

46 

4202 

•  •   •    •       •   • 
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TABLE  XXIX. 

Summary  of  Government  Grants  for  Education   for  the  Fiscal  year  ended 

September  SOth,  190 i^^ 

Provincial  Aid  to  Teachers $189,974  54 

Normal  School 12,050  00 

Inntitution  for  Deaf  and  Dumb 7,245  00 

School  for  the  Blind !  .  .  5.625  00 

County  Academy  Grants 10,142  18 

Inspection 16,325  00 

Expenses  (oiRee) 1,895  94 

Salaries  (office; 4,297  50 

Travellintr  Expenses,  Superintendent. 400  00 

Examination  (Gross) 5,494  62 

School  of  Aj^rriculture 1,845  00 

Travelling  Expenses  Normal  School  Pupils 2,495  63 

Government  Night  Schools 415  00 

Mechanic  Science 7,1 58  €8 

Domestic  Science 4,511  85 

Summer  School  of  Science 100  00 

Advisory  Committee  on  Readers 714  58 

Dominion  Educational  Association 200  00 

Rural  School  Libraries 95  00 

Normal  Institute 150  00 

Provincial  Educaticmal  Association 200  00 

$270,835  52 

Less  Examination  Fees 1,931  54 

$268,903  98 
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Provincial   Normal   School. 

David    Soloan,    B.  A.,    Principal, 

A.  H.  MacKay,   LL.D.,   F.R.S.C., 

Superintendent  of  Education,  N.  S. 

Sir, — I  have 'the  honor  of  submitting  the  following  report  on  the 
affairs  of  the  Provincial  Normal  School : 

In  the  first  place,  I  desire  to  record  the  generally  expressed  appre- 
ciation of  the  attention  paid  by  the  Honorable  Council  of  Public 
Instruction  to  the  material  equipment  of  the  school.  During  last 
session,  a  much  desired  improvement  was  effected  by  turning  two 
rooms  formerly  occupied  by  lower  grades  of  the  Truro  public  schools 
into  class-rooms  for  our  mathematics  and  drawing  classes.  Hard- 
wood floors  were  laid,  the  walls  and  ceilings  repainted,  the  necessary 
furnishings  were  put  in,  and,  early  in  the  term,  the  Normal  School 
entered  into  possession  of  two  of  the  brightest  and  most  comfortable 
rooms  in  tlie  building.  Hitherto,  the  classes  in  drawing  and  some 
of  the  mathematics  classes  had  been  conducted  under  somewhat  un- 
favorable conditions,  the  former  in  a  poorly  lighted  attic,  and  the 
latter  in  a  basement  badly  ventilated  and  lighted  by  day  with  electric 
lamps. 

Considerable  additions  were  made,  also,  io  the  apparatus  for 
biological  study.  Ten  new  high-power  and  ten  new  dissecting  micro- 
scopes and  accessories  w^ere  placed  at  the  disposal  of  students ;  so  that 
now,  a  class  of  at  least  thirty  can  be  employed  at  any  one  time  with- 
out the  inconvenience  insepa?able  from  sharing  apparatus  with  a 
fellow-student.  The  physics  and  chemistry  laboratories  have  been 
replenished,  some  desirable  pieces  of  apparatus  added,  and  a  fine 
projection  lantern  and  screen  installed  as  an  aid  to  instruction  in 
astronomy,  physics  and  geography.  The  various  instructors  have 
showTi  readiness  and  ability  to  turn  every  piece  of  apparatus  to  good 
use,  and  not  only  they  but  the  students  as  well,  v^lno  highly  the 
improvements  in  the  building  and  the  acquisition  of  facilities  for 
individual  work. 

In  the  next  place,  I  am  able  to  report  a  large  attendance  of 
students  for  tlie  year.     In  each  class  there  was  an  increase  o^^x  \Js\a 
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preceding  year ;  in  the  "  A  "  class  an  increase  of  ten ;  in  the  "  B  " 
class,  of  eighteen ;  in  the  '^  C  "  class,  of  nine ;  in  the  "  D,"  of  three — 
a  total  enrolment  of  185,  which,  with  the  six  candidates  for  license  in 
mechanic  science,  gave  an  enrolment  of  191,  or  forty-six  more  than 
that  of  the  year  before.  This  attendance  has  not  been  exceeded,  I 
believe,  more  than  tliree  times  in  the  history  of  the  schooL 

Seven  of  the  fifteen  candidates  for  Academic  diploma  obtained 
the  rank  sought.  Four  of  the  remaining  received  "  Interim  '* 
diplomas  of  First  rank;  three,  diplomas  of  First  rank;  and  one  an 
**  Interim  "  of  Second  rank.  Of  the  eighty-one  candidates  for  First 
rank,  sixty  wore  successful ;  of  the  fifty-seven  for  Second  rank,  thirty- 
eight  ^uccocjIcmI  ;  of  the  thirty-two  for  Third  rank,  twenty-four.  The 
six  students  in  training  as  tea(»hors  of  mechanic  science  completed 
their  course  with  credit  and  were  duly  recommended  for  license. 

The  foregoing  shows  that,  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-one  candi- 
date«*,  one  hundred  and  thirty-fivo,  or  about  seventy  per  cent,  were 
immediat4>ly  successful  in  securing  the  diploma  sought.  The  remain- 
ing thirty  per  cent.,  with  few  exce])tions,  wore  awarded  diplomas  of 
lower  grade;  and,  as  almost  all  of  these  look  forward  to  promotion 
after  a  ]>eriod  of  successful  toacliiug  varying  from  one  to  tlwee  years, 
they  constitute  a  class  of  teachers  wlioso  work  is  expected  to  be 
examined  critically  and  reported  on  ])y  tho  in8{>ector8  in  whose  dis- 
tricts they  are  employed.  They  are,  in  effect^  probationers,  whose 
promotion  comes  through  the  channel  of  inspectorial  approval.  A 
further  word  of  ex])lanation  is  duo  them.  Some  are  teachers  of 
doubtful  promise, — in  a  few  cases,  indeed,  of  doubtful  value  as 
teachers, — for  tho  Normal  School  standard  cannot  as  yet  be  set  hi^ 
Cinough  io  exclude  all  of  the  weaklings.  A  few,  on  tho  other  hand, 
are  teachers  of  undoubted  usefulness  but  of  unformed  methods,  slight 
originating  power,  or  undeveloped  personality.  Others,  again,  may 
have  shoAvn  a  lack  of  earnestness  and  industry  during  their  Normal 
School  career.  Lastly,  there  are  every  year  some  candidates  whose 
immaturity  forbids  the  forming  of  a  final  estimate  of  their  value.  It 
IS  hardly  to  be  expect.ed  that  this  school  should  not  occasionally  err  in 
its  estimate  of  individual  values.  TTndoubtedly,  it  does  frequently 
err  on  the  side  of  generosity,  giving  the  candidate  the  benefit  of 
numerous  doubts,  in  its  reluctance  to  condemn  or  to  discourage  candi- 
dates who  have  acquitted  themselves  with  industry  and  fair  intelli- 
j^ence ;  and,  ac^rdingly,  these  as  well  as  other  probationers  it  confi- 
dently entrusts  t/>  the  decision  of  trustees  and  inspecton  as  a  moM 
competent  tribimal  than  the  Faculty  of  a  normal  school  which  has 
opportunity  to  view  the  pedogosric  eflForts  of  the  candidate  teacher 
only  under  semi-artificial  conditions. 

Concerning  the  candidate  t-eachers  who  present  themselves  at  this 
Bchool,  it  is  notable  that,  at  the  owtfteA,  there  is  among  ihem  a  general 
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reluctance  to  accept  a  standard  of  measurement  applied  to  other  than 
purely  intellectual  attainments.  A  normal  school  must,  -however, 
©H'ect  more  than  an  intellectual  valuation  of  its  pupil- teachers ;  and 
it  is  to  be  hoi)ed,  above  all  other  things,  that  our  students  during  their 
sojourn  here  acquire  a  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  a  more  compre- 
hensive estimate  of  pedagogic  values  than  one  based  entirely  on 
scholarship,  or  even  on  a  mastery  of  methods.  Too  often,  moreover, 
what  at  first  thought  is  taken  for  scholarship  is  not  really  such. 
Examinees  of  the  high  school  may,  for  example,  easily  obtain  a  pass 
mark  of  forty  per  cent,  in  physics,  geometry,  grammar,  ete.,  without 
having  been  practised  in  the  foundation  and  application  of  the  prin- 
ciples committed  to  mind.  It  is  an  undoubted  fact  that  much  of  the 
preparation  for  high  school  examinations  proceeds  after  the  fashion 
of  viewing  the  student  as  a  passive  recipient  of  completed  knowledge, 
not  in  any  sense  a  knowledge-maker,  an  observer,  a  framer  of  gener- 
alizations; and  it  results,  consequently,  that  in  the  Normal  School 
courses  considerable  time  has  to  be  spent  in  habituating  the  student 
to  productive  processes  of  thinking  quite  unfamiliar  to  him  or  lapsed 
into  disuse  during  the  interval  of  high  school  book-study. 

On  the  subject  of  language-teaching,  I  would  repeat  certain 
reflections  made  in  a  former  report  The  principles  of  English 
language  are  regarded  too  much  as  a  subject  to  be  dealt  with  apart 
from  oral  composition  and  school-room  conversation;  while  the 
faculty  of  rendering  intelligibly  and  intelligently  a  piece  of  English 
literature  has,  as  one  of  our  friendly  critics  lately  said,  become  a  lost 
art.  Of  writing  it  is  very  pleasing  to  be  able  to  say  that  our  students 
almost  all  can  write  a  good  hand.  The  ability  to  write  both  rapidly 
and  well  is,  however,  uncommon;  and  it  would  appear  that  in  our 
schools  we  may  possibly  be  neglecting  the  period  of  transition  from 
the  slow  penmanship  of  the  copy-book  to  the  current  hand  of  every- 
day requirement- 
Freehand  drawing,  it  woidd  appear  from  the  attainments  of  our 
incoming  students,  ig  accorded  no  important  place  in  the  upper  grades 
of  many  public  schools,  for  only  sporadic  cases  occur  of  students  who 
have  at  school  obtained  any  practice  in  the  principles  of  outline  and 
perspective.  Our  drawing  instructor  is  compelled,  in  consequence, 
to  begin  at  the  beginning  each  year  in  all  of  the  classes.  And  yet, 
notwithstanding  these  evidences  of  its  neglect,  drawing,  especially 
color-drawing,  appeals  strongly  to  the  interests  of  our  pupil-teachers. 
To  aid  our  graduates  in  their  efforts  to  encourage  drawing,  the  admin- 
istrator of  the  Macdonald  fund,  Prof.  Jas.  W.  Robertson  has,  at  Miss 
Smith's  suggestion,  offered  to  defray  the  cost  of  supplying  twenty-five 
sets  of  colors  and  brushes  to  some  twenty  public  schdols.  The  offer, 
I  hardly  need  say,  has  been  gratefully  accepted. 

Military  drill  has  this  year  and  several  years  hitherto  been  con- 
ducted by  one  of  our  students  possessed  of  aufficienaX,  xnaaX^t^  <^^  'Caa 


i)'2  NORMA  I,     S<'H(M)L. 


art.  I  should  1m*  very  glad,  linwovor,  if  n  small  money  allowance  were 
niado  to  enable  n^  t<>  t'm])]<»y  an  t*xperienee<l  instnietor.  During  the 
year,  thr(»ugh  the  eoiirtesy  of  the  Trnro  liiile  Club,  our  e^nlet  corps 
enjt)yed  two  afternoons  nf  tarir«*r  ])raetie(»  with  the  Lee-Knfield  ririe 
on  the  <*lub  rani^e,  manifrstin^  In^arty  inten^i^t  in  the  sport.  I  have 
just  l(Mrnr'(i  thai  one  nf  our  last  year's  i:;raduates,  Mr.  W.  W.  Ilenl- 
nian,  his  latc^lv  ortranizcd  a  ciub't  corps  at  Lofttl«»nderrv,  and  that  a 
rille  clnl)  is  in  process  of  ortranizati<>n  in  that  eonnnunity. 

In<'identallv,  it  ni;n'  bo  w(»rth  mentioninir  that  an  exhibit  of  home- 
made  physics  aj)para(ns,  of  industrial  niap>,  of  drawings  in  ink, 
pencil,  and  (v»iors,  of  do-itrns,  an<l  of  chemical  products  has  W-en 
j)re|)arod  iy  thi>  sclnxd  to  send  to  the  Provincial  Exhibition  at 
Halifax. 

iJANLAL    Training. 

yir.  Kidner's  year  <d'  oitice  as  special  instructor  in  meclianic 
science  under  the  JVovineiai  Normal  School  enabled  him  to  coiitiiuie 
hh  attention  to  our  iviridar  classes  ami  to  the  camlidates  in  training 
for  mechanic  sidenee  teachiu'i.  The  latter,  in  conformity  with  my 
belief  th;jt  tin*  training-  course^  should  be  enriched  by  variety  of  manual 
processes  and  by  study  <d'  correlated  subjects,  were  given  short  courses 
in  j)lant.-])hysio|ogy  and  chemistry,  a  course  in  paper  and  cardlK)ard 
-cutting,  folding  and  construction,  and  an  extended  course  in  freehand 
drawing.  I  have  gooil  reason  U*  belic^ve  that  varied  mental  and 
manual  occu]>ations  enable  our  ti^a(*hers  to  comprehend  l)etter  the  pr<»- 
founder  ]>urpose  of  manual-training  and  its  s(»tting  in  the  cnrriculum 
of  the  school;  iin<l  that,,  in  keeping  with  th(»  larger  view  of  their 
functions,  their  ehoice  and  application  of  metluxls  of  instruction  will 
bo  from  time  to  time  di-velopiMJ  un«l  beneficially  modified. 

The  supply  <»f  te:iclier>  of  meejianic  science  at  present  slightly 
exc(M'ds  the  <l<*m'ui(l :  ;in<l  it  is  lianily  tn  l)e  exj»ected  that  the  annual 
rnroluient  of' candidate-;  in  tlii>  deparinieni  shoubl  be  great,  ^ever- 
llicdes^,  s  >  loiiM  ;is  the  s:dai'i<':'  ])aid  to  mechanic  sci(Mice  teachers 
averai!(»  liidier  than  tlio^e  re^'.-ived  bv  re.oTdMr  teachers,  there  will  l>e 
some  iiidu«'enieiit  t«>  \oimu  men  to  choose  this  calling.  There  are, 
moreover,  pi'o^jxu-i-"  <'t'  new  depjirtmenis  opening  in  the  Province, 
wliile  ^-lenicic^  will  fn»iji  tiiiu-  lo  time  be  crcited  ])v  the  withdrawal 
of  the  pre^ini  nHM'liiiiiie  ^^ci<-iiee  instructors  into  other  callings. 

Ijesjjhs  the  eiideavour  to  ]>rf'vide  a  larii^r  field  of  study  to  candi- 
clat<\s  foi'  licence  in  nieelianit*  science,  elTort  wa<  made  to  extend  the 
acl:iviti"s  of  the  c<)]nmon-<clio'.l  t(-ar]H»r  in  i\\o  tlomain  of  hand-train- 
ing. Students  in  tin;  l*rnvincial  Xorm  il  School  were  required  to 
take  a  short  crmrse  in  ])a])er  and  card-boar<l  work  of  a  character 
adapted  to  our  public  schools,  ami  these  exercises  were  made  oompul- 
sorv^  not  only  for  the  young  men  and  for  the  young  women  whohad. 
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at  the  opening  of  the  session  elected  to  take  mechanic  science,  but  for 
aJi  students.  The  interest  and  pleasure  manifested  in  these  employ- 
ments were  very  marked ;  so  that  there  is  reason  to  expect  that  a  good 
many  teachers  will  be  foimd  introducing  this  elementary  hand-train- 
ing into  rural  as  well  as  village  and  town  schools. 

Xext  year,  a  further  development  of  the  course  is  looked  for  with 
a  view  t^  incorporating  into  the  different  grades  that  variety  of 
manual  occupation  through  which  alone  the  interest  of  the  pupil  can 
hope  to  be  sustained  throughout  the  successive  years  of  his  schooling. 
^Ir.  Mattliews,  the  present  head  of  the  Mechanic  Science  Department, 
hopes  to  be  nermitted  to  develop  a  course  of  elementary  metal-work 
suited  to  the  higher  grades  of  the  connuon  school. 

In  the  domestic  science  courses  of  the  Provincial  Normal  School, 
some  im})rovement  was  effected.  Last  term,  our  students  received 
some  instruction  in  plain  stitching  and  in  the  principles  and  practice 
of  laundry  processe:^.  The  cookery  practice  and  theory  throughout 
were  brought  into  closer  correlation  with  the  laboratory  work  in 
chemistry  and  biology ;  our  candidates  for  license  in  domestic  science 
took  special  courses  in  our  laboratories  in  the  microscopic  examination 
of  food-stuffs,  detection  of  adulterants^,  chemistry  and  nutritive  values 
of  foods,  and  the  chemistry  of  cookery  and  laimdry  processes.  Of 
three  candidates  for  license,  all  were  recommended  to  the  Hon. 
Council  of  Public  Instruction  as  satisfying  the  requirements. 

The  visitation  of  the  various  departments  of  mechanic  and 
domestic  science  throughout  the  province  was  made  by  Mr.  Kidner 
at  intervals  throughout  the  session,  each  department  receiving  at  least 
tw^o  visits.  The  condition  of  these  departments  is  reported  to  be 
generally  satisfactory.  The  only  difficulty  is  in  the  woodwork  of  the 
higher  grades,  which,  where\'er — as  ha^  occasionally  occurred — a 
teacher  reduces  it  to  an  unchanging  routine,  is  bound  to  become  a  dull 
occupation  to  both  teacher  and  pupil. 

Summer    Coukses. 

The  summer  session  during  July  and  August  provided  ^lot  only 
the  langmige  course  for  Acadian  teachers  and  the  courses  in  chem- 
istry and  agriculture,  but  courses  in  various  forms  of  manual  train- 
ing, special  courses  in  field  study,  and  a  class  in  spoken  French  for 
English  teachers.  The  patronage  exten<led  was  fairly  gratifying. 
Thirteen  bilingiud  teachers  enrolled  in  the  class  in  language  methods 
for  bilingual  schools,  and  all  of  these  availed,  besides,  of  the  instruc- 
tion offered  in  drawing,  manual  training  and  science.  Mr.  Benoit 
having  asked  to  be  relieved  for  a  year,  the  direction  of  the  bilingual 
course  was  entrusted  to  Rev.  A.  F.  Amiraidt,  B.A.,    Principal  o£ 


64  NORMAL    SCH(K)L. 


Clare  Aciuleiiiy,  aii  exi)rrioii(r<l  and  cuinj>etent  teacher.  Fol- 
lowing the  practice  of  last  session,  the  instructor  brought  a  small  class 
of  French-spraking  children  chosen  in  Acadian  sections,  but  it  trans- 
pired that  it  was  well-nigh  impossible  to  procure  school  children  to 
whom  English  was  entirely  unknown.  At  all  events,  the  children 
selected  as  a  typical  class  tu  atford  })ractice  in  the  application  of 
methods  of  English-teacliing  all  un<lcrstood  some  English,  as  their 
tea(*her8  had  already  practised  them  in  English  conversation  after  the 
method  followed  in  Uk?  bilingual  classes  oi  preceding  years  at  die 
Provincial  >sonnal  Sclio<d.  However,  the  work  of  the  session  was 
carried  through  in  a  highly  satisfactory  manner. 

In  addition  to  ilessrs.  Smith  and  Harlow,  two  special  instructors 
were  appointed  to  give  twu  weeks'  courses  of  field-study  in  plant  and 
animal  life,  M(\ssrs.  John  Hrittain  and  Theodore  Ross,  directors 
respectively  of  the  Macdunald  rural  scliool  work  in  Isew  J:$runswick 
and  Prince  Edward  Island.  These  gentlemen  contributed  hirgely 
to  the  attractiveness  of  the  session,  es])eciallv  bv  the  direction  wliich 
they  gave  to  school  studi(»s  in  bird-life  and  in  plant-relations.  The 
enrohnent  in  the  scienc^e  classes  totaled  thirtv-six  inclusive  of  three 
prizemen  who  att(^nded  in  the  capacity  of  assistants  or  "  fellows." 

The  appointment  of  ilr.  Matthews  as  instructor  in  mechanic 
science  for  the  summer  session  enabled  us  to  utilize  his  sen'ices  as 
instructor  in  freehand  drawing,  S(n'enteen  students  availing  of  in- 
struction in  the  latter  subject.  Omitting  tlie  amount  of  outlay 
imperative  for  the  mainti^nance  of  the  class  for  Acadian  students,  the 
cost  of  the  summer  courses  \vas  less  than  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  dollars ;  and  this  moderate  outlay  enabled  forty-eight  teachers  to 
profit  by  five  weeks  of  inspired  and  well-directed  effort  to  improve 
their  intelligence  and  increase  their  pedagogic  efficiency. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  attest  to  the  hearty  unanimity  of  aim 
and  effort  on  the  part  of  th<»  members  of  our  staff,  and  to  the  recip- 
rocal confiden(*e  between  students  and  instructors.  We  have  to 
lament  the  too  large  annual  migration  of  our  graduates  to  the  new 
West,  and  to  deplore  that  at  the  same  time  the  industrial  and  social 
conditions  of  our  Eastern  provinc-^^s  do  not  permit  of  attracting  into 
the  teaching  profession  as  many  young  men  as  are  needed.  The 
teachers  who  go  west  will,  however,  serve  as  one  of  the  most  effective 
agencies  to  unify  the  social,  civic  and  moral  sentiment  of  our  country. 
They  certainly  will  do  us  no  discredit  so  long  as  they  continue  to  cul- 
tivate a  sense  of  responsibility  for  the  moral  and  intel- 
lectual well-being  of  the  generation  entrusted  to  their  guidance. 
Teachers  fully  endowed  with  such  feeling  of  responsibility  are  rare 
enough  in  all  communities.  We  may  well  expect  to  continue  to 
admit  to  the  ranks  a  goodly  number  in  order  to  secure  a  chosen  few. 
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No  petty  hindrance  should,  therefore,  be  put  in  tlie  way  of  our  young 
people's  choice  of  teaching  as  a  calling.  I  referred  last  year  to 
obstacles  lately  grown  formidable  in  the  nature  of  increased  living 
expenses  for  students  in  Truro.  Reference  was  made,  also,  to  cost 
of  text-books,  and  the  question  of  relie\dng  students  of  the  outlay  for 
thedr  purchase  was  respectfully  offered  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Hon.  Council.  I  would  again  respectfully  urge  this  recommendatiou 
upon  the  serious  consideration  of  that  honorable  body. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servanl, 

David  Soloan,  Principal. 

Provincial  Normal  School,  Truro,  N.S. 
August  3l3t,  1904. 
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LIST    OF    STUDENTS,    1903-04,    WITH    DIPLOMA 

AWARDS. 


AWARDED  ACADEMIC  DIPLOMA. 

William  Rayinontl  Barss New  Germany Lunenburg. 

William  Walker   Herdman Pictou Pictou. 

Rol^ert  Hutrh  MacLeod Burnside " 

William  Alexander  MaoDonald  ....  Dunvegan Inverness. 

Donald  J.  Mathe.son Marble  Mountain  ....         *' 

Pauline  Maalonnell    Port  Hood *' 

Janette  Carr  Macl-ieod Burn.side Pictou. 

QUALIFIED  FOR  ACADEMIC  DIPLOMA  AFl'ER  ONE  YEAR 
OF  SUCCESSFUL  TEACHING  (THOSE  MARKED  *  AFTER 
OBTAINING  HIGH  SCHOOL  CERTIFICATE  OF  GRADE  A); 
IN  THE  MEANTLME  AWARDED  DIPLOMA  OF  FIRST 
RANK. 

♦Malcolm  Kenmore  Harding Osborne Shelburne. 

Clotilde  Josephine  Manley Halifax Halifax. 

Ella  Jennie   Macl-ioan   Hopewell Pictou. 

Bertha  Georgina  Oxner Marriott's  Cove Luuenburg. 

AWARDED  DIPLOMA   OF  FIRST  RANK. 

Mary  Ellen  MacCully    Truro Colchester. 

Limia  Louise  Moorman '*      " 

Eliza  Irene  Miu-Pherson    New  Glasgow Pictou. 

Olive  Madeleine  Amirault L.  EavSt  Pubnico   .  ^.  .Yarmouth. 

Ella  May  I^st    Grafton Kings. 

Harriet  Alice  Bligh Lfikeville    ** 

Eila  Seretha  Brinton Port  Lome Annapolis. 

Carrie  Webber  Chambers Middle  Sackville    ....  Halifax. 

Jennie  Chisholm     Port  Hastings    Inverness. 

Hattie  May  Clark Bridgetown Annapolis. 

Ethel  May  Corkum    Dartmouth Halifax. 

Martha  Pjllen  Dewis Shubenacndie Hants. 

Martha  Ellen  Dickie Eastville Colchester. 

Jamesina  Etter Shubermcadie Hants. 

Laura  Frances  Evans    Dartmouth    Halifax. 

Susie  MacNutt  Eraser Folly  Village Colchester. 

Marion  Fulton    Bass  River " 

Ida  May  Gaetz Dartmouth   Halifax. 

Myrtle  Maddin  Goode   Truro Colchester. 

Ethel  May  Grant   Halifax Halifax. 

Mildred  Healey Cornwallis Kings. 

Margaret  Hennessey Port  Hawkesbury ....  Inverness. 

Mabel  Bertha  Hennigar    Chester  Basin Lunenburg. 
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Ethel  Margaret  Hilt/ Dartmoutli Hulifax. 

Flora  A.  Hiltz    Canaan    Kinga. 

ELsie  May  Hockin Trui-o CoUiiest^r. 

Florence  Ethel  Kinley   Lunenburg Lunenburg. 

liilliiin  Blanche  Kinsman Livkeville Kings, 

Mabel  Fi)lsoni  Loiiglcy PaiadiNO Aiiiin[>oIis. 

Mary  Ruth  MacCurdy Trui-o Colchester. 

Laura  JMargnret  Miic  Uonell Canaan   Kiu^a. 

Josephine  Clare  Maudimnell Port  Hoo<l Inverness. 

Hattie  Ann  MacLean    Maigaree  Harlxtr  ....  " 

Li^/ie  Annetttt  Maxwell     Siilt  Springs   Pietou. 

Bessie  Grace  Miller    Muunt  Hanley    Annapolis. 

Marj^aret  Alma  Nickerson Forl>eH'  Point Shelburne. 

Marion  Currie  Outhit    Hi.lifax Hixtifas. 

Lillie  Clyde  Parker    Westport    lligby, 

Ina  Blanche  Prince    Luiienburp Lunenburg. 

Kuth  Uichardson   Halifax  /. Halifax. 

Gladys  Hattie  llockwell    Urooklyn  Corner    ....  Kings. 

Jean  Ation  Kussell    Springhill   Cuiuberlant]. 

Vera  Madeline  8mith     Chester  . ; Lunenburg. 

Charlotte  Gertrude  Smith Yarmouth Yarmouth, 

Hattie  Swaiiie  Spinney Torbrook  MincH Annapolis. 

Alien  Swift ". Springhill Cumberland. 

Cassie  Sophia  Whitman East  Inglisville Annapolis. 

Sadie  Caivjline  Wisdom Dartmouth   Halifax. 

Grace  Lavinia  Woodward Upper  Granville Annapolis. 

Mnude  Alice  Hrennan  ' Lake  George Kings. 

Pauline  Douglas  Cuttle Sliubenaeadie Hants. 

Aiinie  Kebecca  Totten Debcrt  Station Colchester. 

John  SimjMon  .-Vstbury Mahone  Bay Lunenburg. 

Louis  iSeaman  Balcom    Liiwrencetown    Annapolis. 

Clyde  Cliftcm  Cliute South  Berwick    Kings. 

Soloii  Crowoll I'pper  Clyde Shelburne, 

Robert  Dorman Oaspereau Kings. 

Henry  Alphonso  llownie Jonlan  Ferry Shelburne. 

Frank  Irving  Lent Freeport Digby. 

Angus  -MacGillivrav Upper  -Springfield.  . .  .Antigonish. 

Millagc  Oult-on Amherat Cumberland. 

Charles  Gordon  Titus Westport Dighy- 

Norman  Robson French  River Pictou. 

QUALIFIED  FOR  FIRST  RANK  DIPLOMA  AFTER  ONE  YEAR'S 
8UCCRSSFUL  TEACHING  ;  IN  THE  MEANTIME  HOLDING 
DIPLOMA  OF  SECOND  RANK. 

Gertrude  Olive  Smith     Trura Colchehter. 

Pho-lje  Eli/al)eth  Baird Little  River    Cumberland. 

Hattie  Bell  Bowlby    Ayleaford    Kings. 

Grace  Bertha  Card Kempt  Shore Hants. 

Janetta  Crowe    Belmont Colchester. 

Jean  Borthwick  Lay Amherst Cumberland. 

Isabel  MacGlafihan Big  Island Pictou. 

Nina  Lillian  MacKim Pugwaah C^^it^cA^SKn.^. 
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Mary  MacKinnon Whyooconmgh Inverness. 

Florence  Bortha  MacLennan    Truro Colchester. 

Effie  Koney    Springhill Cumberland. 

I^ttie  May  Silver Dayspring Lunenbnrg. 

Mary  Ann  Sutherland   The   Falls Colchester. 

Marv  M.  Sutherland Bible  Hill " 

P'rank  liu8s«»ll  Doleman Lydgate Shelbume. 

Charles  Knickle Lunenburg Lunenburg. 

AWARDED  SECOND  RANK  DIPLOMA. 

Mabel  Corinna  Brown   Canso Gujsboro. 

Annie  Elsie  Ix)ckhart    Forest  Home    Kings. 

Carrie  Evelyn  Whalen Woodside   " 

Susan  Maude  Ballantyne Woodburn Picton. 

Lena  Bernard  Campbell    Walton Hants. 

Bessie  Catherine  Chisholni    Lower  South  River  . .  Antigonish. 

<jreorgie  Elizabeth  Cook Cook's  Brook Halifax. 

Ida  Williams  Elliott Lower  Onslow    Colchester. 

Grace  Mac  Donald  Giliin   Lockeport Shelbume. 

Jedidah  Burns  Goodick Sandy  Point " 

Verna  Beatrice  Gowe West  Gore Hants. 

^lary  Heater  Harris Upper  Granville Annapolis. 

Annie  Laura  Hiltz   Nictaux " 

Ethel  Lenora  Homans Clara  Harbor Halifax. 

Estella  Maud  Homans Oyster  Pond " 

Ella  Alice  Kelly Glace  Bay Cape  Breton. 

Nora  May  lAmbertson Barton    ^ I^by. 

Margaret  Agnes  Mac  Donald Antigonish Antigonish. 

Dorothea  J.  Maclnnes Mira  Gut    Cape  Breton. 

Agnes  Jane  MacKini Harmony    Colchester. 

Gertrude  Edna  MacLearn Sterling  Brook Hants. 

Minnie  Virginia  MacNeil L'Ardoise   Richmond. 

Catherine  MacQueen Kewstoke Inverness. 

Mattie  Olivia  Martell    Glace  Bay Cape  Breton. 

Ada  Setchell  MacDonald Durham Pictou. 

Lillie  Florence  Mitchell Halifax Hali&x. 

Agnes  Moses South  Ohio Yarmouth. 

Lydee  Sulis  Perry Barton    Digby. 

Katie  Elizabeth  Phillips    Mira  Gut    Cape  Breton. 

Martha  Adele  Pothier   Tusket  Wedge Yarmouth. 

Therese  E.  Pothier "  " 

Antoinette  Williams  Reid Advocate  Harbor  .  . .  .Cumberland. 

Ijola  Louise  Smith Lunenburg Lunenburg. 

Mary  Sylvester Sylvester Pictou. 

Ellen  Wallace     Gore    Hants. 

Annie  Guptil  Weir    Five  Mile  River " 

Grace  Christine  Webster Cambridge  Station  .  . .  Kings. 

Edith  Elnora  Woodman    "  ...      " 

Ida  Williams  Elliott Lower  Onslow    Colchester. 

Charles  Benjamin  Comeau St.  Bernard's Dighy. 

Gordon  Herbert  Churchill Darling's  Lake Yarmouth. 
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QUALIFIED  FOR  SECOND  RANK  AFFER  ONE  YEAR  OF 
SUCCESSFUL  TEACHING  ;  IN  THE  MEANTIME  AWARDED 
DIPLOMA  OF  THIRD   RANK. 

Eva  May  Barke River  Bourgeois ......  Richmond. 

Laura  Evangeline  Boyd    "  " 

JuJia  Minerva  Graham  .  .  ; Burnside Colchester. 

Florence  Hanway Bible  Hill " 

Alma  Frances  Harrison Canlbridge Kings. 

Nettie  Jane  Hartling Spanish  Ship  Bay.  .  .  .Guysboro. 

Alfreda  Maria  Leslie Arichat Richmond. 

Mary  Belle  MacDonald Brook  Village    Inverness. 

Mary  Agnes  MacDougall Broad  Cove  Marsh .... 

Sara  Josephine  MacLean Whycocomagh    

Mary  Ann  MacLellan    Inverness    

Minnie  Ann  MacNeil    St.  Peter's Richmond. 

Elsie  J.  Mathcvson "  *' 

Annie  Morrison "  " 

Jessie  Eudora  VVeatherhead Upper  Rawdon Hants. 

Minnie  Margaret  White    Whiteside Richmond. 

Annie  Mabel  Rector Brown's  Brook Cumberland. 

Peter  Alexander  MacLeod     Grand  River Richmond. 

AWARDED  THIRD  RANK  DIPLOMA. 

Lulu  Churchill  Williams Lockeport Shelburne. 

Bessie  Maud  O'Brien Roslyn    Cumberland. 

Jeanne  I^iure  Amirault '.  . Up.  West  Pubnico  .  .  .Yarmouth. 

Annie  Sophia  Cameron Waverley   Halifax. 

Bessie  Joyce  Clarke Dartville     Colchester. 

Marie  Rose  Comeau   Comeauville    Digby. 

Louise  Deveau    Salmon  River " 

Florence  Beatrice  Dwyer River  John   Pictou. 

Laura  May  Gardner Hardwoodlands    Hants. 

Elizabeth  Ellen  Green   Canso Guysboro. 

Jessie  Ann  Gunn   River  John Pictou. 

Helena  Hassett Hjissett I^igby. 

Etiie  Roxy  Hopkins East  Jeddore Halifax. 

Rowena  Josephine  Kinney    Port  Gilbert I^ig^y- 

Jennie  Langley Sunnyside Richmond. 

Etta  Jane  Malcolm    Port  Malcolm " 

Jessie  Margaret  Maclnnes West  Bay Cape  Breton. 

Maggie  MacGillivray Upper  Springfield ....  Antigonish. 

Bessie  MacGillivray **  ....  " 

Flora  B.  MacDonald Mull  River Inverness. 

Ivey  Isabella  Mattinson    Conn's  Mills Cumberland. 

Margaret  Gillis Truro Colchester. 

Cassie  May  MacPhail    River  Denis  Station  .  .  Inverness. 

Florence  Harewood  Stropel Bayfield Antigonish. 

Jean  Wallace Glace  Bay Cape  Breton. 

Duncan  MacPherson Upper  South  River.  .  .Antigonish. 
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UKCOMMKNDEl)     FOR    PROVISIONAL    LICENSE    GOOD    TILL 

JULY  3  1st,    1905. 

Jcssit^  l^irnton    Brooktield Colchester. 

Mary    Bcfitrico    I)ai;a.s Crosses  Co((ues Dighy. 

Hatty  Evelyn  L;icy    If  ebb's  Cross Lunenbui^. 

Susan  Lrtiiirlev    Sunnvside Hichraoud. 

Bella  Mac  Donald    Black  Avun    Antigonish. 

Hertlii  Oiive  K<i')(l lU^hnont Colchester. 

Annie  May  Zinck Hebbs  Cross Lunenburg. 

Alexander  Ross  Mae  Donald (jlrande  Anse Richmond. 

ADVANCEMENT  OF  STUDENTS  IN  FORMER  YEARS. 

F»iO>J    FinST    RANK     TO    A(  \I)KMir. 

John  N.  FinlavM>n Westville    Pictou. 

Mar^'aret  Ilutt-jn  Moody      Halifax Halifax. 

Duncan  M.   Matheson    Brid;,'e|>ort CH|>e  Breton 

Josephine  Helen  Stevms Middlelon Annapolis. 

Elbeil  Judson  Whitman    ^Vest)>ol•t    Dit^by. 

Ernest  Alexander  Munro Middle  Mus(|uodolx)it. Halifax. 

n<0\I    SK«  ONI)    TO    FIliST    RANK. 

Aiinie  Henrietta    Allen Yarmouth Yarmouth. 

Ada  Loui^<*  Barrett    \dvocalo     CunilKTland. 

fSaiah  lio>^anna  FVnt Stronach  M«»unt^'iin.  .  .Annapolis. 

Eleanor  I^own North   Sydney Cape  Breton. 

Oja  l)(^nsnu)r<* Tiin-o Ctilchoster. 

Stillman  LMHiaid  D'Eo»i    Uj*.  West   Pubnico  .  .  .Yarmouth. 

Har!-irll  Kerr  Doni^i.is Mnitland Hants. 

FloiiMw*'  Tv»ni<e  I'ns'.'n;iii IiivrrjH)ol     (^utKMis. 

Chailes  LtM.nard  (i<*M5ci- r>«'lle  Nh*    Annapolis. 

FcMinic  Kent    Nrw    S-dem Colchester. 

Anni»"  Albei-ta  LtjiLfiilc Hildrn     " 

Jiiiim  .John  li.'dllaii'-    Bi'lK*  (^nte Inverne^Jfi. 

ijilli;ui  M(ir\vi«-1;  Loekh.'ut Linden    Colchester. 

Matt ie  Shnte  M(»rri-.o!i W<»-:1  Lci.rester " 

Ji'an  MacDuiij^al!    liaddeck Victoria. 

Fiank   EciwMid  M<'iarn'oii Corberrio     Dij^hy. 

Rernani  .1     MacDjt.iiic'l Mar«,';nee  F«)rks Inverness. 

Martha  Eii/.Morth    ^Ia(Int«»h Ar^'yie     Guysljoro. 

(Ji'ace  Dora  MacL;iu;:hlan F'Miwii'k Colchester. 

Christina  Sadie   MacL«»an North   Sychiey Cape  Breton. 

Mary  <I.  .Ma«"Into^h Berwick Kings. 

Linra  M.  MacMalu)n Vvlcsford    " 

iVlaL^i^ie  L.  Bines Mail  land Hants. 

Ella  (;.  Shields    Halifax Halifax. 

Dene  MaePherson   Smith T^ockeport Shelburne. 

^Sophia  B.  Smith West    Dublin Lunenburg. 

iVlamie  Knowlton  Smith West  Andierst Cumberland. 

(jcorge  Shr*])her(lson    SjwMicer's  Island " 

JNIary  E    Yt»un«( Lunenbnr^^ Lunenburg. 

A.ima  Jierllm  Vogol    U\iv\\vXiv>Yv\ " 
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FROM    THIRD    TO    SECOND    RANK. 

Moses  J.  Coady Millville,  Boularderie .  Cape  Breton. 

Maggie  IiOui»e  Grafton Hectaiiooga    Digby. 

Annie  MacKeough Cape  Jack Antigonish. 

Christina  May  MacKim     Upper  North  lliver.  .  .Colchester. 

Agnes  MacLellan Broad  Cove  Chapel .  .  .  Inverness. 

Mildred  Estella  Miner Prince  Dale Annapolis. 

Lena  Ethel  Reid Barney's  River Pictou. 

Annie  Jessie  Ross IMarshes,  West  Bay.  .  .Inverness. 

Ola  Gladys  Nauss Tancook Lunenburg. 

AWARDED  DIPLOMA    IN  MECHANIC  SCIENCE. 

Reginald  W.  Bent Bentville Annapolis. 

Alden   W.  Faulkner Maitland Hants. 

Charles  William  Parker Belle  Isle    Annapolis. 

James  Arthur  M.icKav Balmoral  Mills Colchester. 

William  M    Sutherland The  Falls    

Israel  James  Sampson St.  John's Newfoundland. 


STUDENTS    ATTENDING    HE  SUMVIER    SESSION, 

JULY     AND    AUGUST,    1904. 


COURSE  IN  LAVGUAGE  METHOD  FOR  BILINGUAL 
TKACHER8  IN  ACADIAN  SCHOOLS. 

Clara  Beatrice  Amirault L.  PI  Pubnico    Yarmouth. 

Eva  Anne  Amirault "  *' 

Lena  BcM'tha  Amirault *'  " 

]<>lwarrl  O.  Boudrot Poulamond Richmond. 

IVfary  Beatrice  I)eveau Salmon  River ^^^n^O'- 

Moses  C.  Duucet Grand  Etan^ Inverness. 

Eva  Barho  TUroir West    Arichat Richmond. 

Leo  J(»M'[)h  King    "  " 

Henrietta  ^Inry "  " 

Margaret  Adt^lc  Pothier Tusket  Wedge Yarmouth. 

Isabelle  Rohicheau Siilmon  River Digby, 

Minnie   Huhiclieau Meteghan " 

Beatrice  Thibodeau Church  Point ** 

• 

CLASS  IN  FRENCH  FOR   ENGLISH  STUDENTS. 

M.  ArchibaM Truro Colchester. 

Russell  Ellis Economy " 

Bertha  M.  Franey W>ston Kings. 

Winnifred  Moses    Ohio Yarmouth. 

J.  M.  Swaine Antigonish Antigonish. 

Rolx5rt  Matheson Lime  Rock .'^VcXiOvx, 
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CLASSES  IN  CHE.MrsTHY,  BIOLOGY,  Etc. 

Ella  Archil>ald Truro Colchester. 

William  M.  Bruce *'      . . 

G.  IL  l^utlor Wellington Yarmouth. 

Bertha  M.  Cassi^ly Kingston    '.  .  .  .  Kings. 

Clyde  C.  Chuto  .\ S.  Berwick " 

Lottie  DeW.  Chute    lierwick  . " 

Minnie  M.  Creelin.in Truro Colchester. 

Moses  E.   l>oueot Grand  Etang Richmond. 

Clara  E.  l)avi<l.son Truro Colchester. 

Sophia  Collin Port  Greville Cumberland. 

Russell  Ellis Truro Colchester. 

Bertha  M.   Franey Weston Kings. 

W.  P.   Eraser New  Glasgow Pictou. 

J.  N.  Finlayson Merigouiish " 

Perry  J.  Fcote Lakeville Kings. 

Aniv  C.  Girtin Isaac's  Harbor    Guvsboro. 

Carrie  JSL  Hall    I^awrencetown    AnnapoHs. 

George  M.  Huggins   Great  Village Colchester. 

N.  W.  Hogg Ijjiwrencetown    Annapolis. 

Minnie  MacPherson Springhill Cumberland. 

Margaret  MacPherson    New  Glasgow Pictou. 

Greorgia  Mackenzie Truro Colchester. 

liauretta  MacKiel **     " 

Maggie  ^L   Morrison Noel  Shore Hants. 

Winifre<i  Moses Ohio    Yarmouth. 

Fred  G.  Morehouse Sandy  Cove I^igby. 

Gertrude  O'Brien    Woo<Istock N.  Brunswick. 

Lenora  Ross Dartmouth Halifax. 

Grace  Ross Truro Colchester. 

Vangie  Shaw Berwick    Kings. 

Christina  Shaw "  " 

Agnes  Spencer Great  Village Colchester. 

J.  M.  Swaine Antigonish Antigonish. 

Victoria  W.  Thompson Bridgewater Lunenburg. 

M.  R.  Tuttle Blackville N.  Brunswick. 

Mary  A  Sutherland    The  Falls Colchester. 

CLASS   IN    DRAWING. 

(The    Icuft    Eleven  completed  also  th^  course  in  Cardboard-work.) 

Annie  Baird   Truro Colchester. 

William  Bruce "     

W^illiam  P.  Fraser New  Glasgow Pictou. 

Russell  Ellis Economy Colchester. 

Winifred  Moscb Ohio    Yarmouth. 

Vangie  Shaw Berwick Kings. 

Chantal  Amirault L  E.  Pubnico    Yarmouth. 

Lena  Amirault "  " 

Eva  Amirault "  " 

Clara  Amirault "  " 
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Beatrice  Doveau Salmon  River Dijijby. 

Eva  Oirroir West  Arichat Richmond. 

Henrietta  Mury "  ** 

Marguerite  Pothier Tusket  Wedge Yarmouth. 

Minnie  Robicheau Meteghan   Digby. 

Isalx^lhi  Robicheau **  **  ' 

Beatrice  Thibodeau Church  Point " 

•  CLASS  IN    WOODWORK. 

Claude  F.  V.  Bent Summerside    P.  E.  Island. 

G.  Howard  Butler Wellington Yarmouth. 

E.  O.  Boudrot Poulamond Richmond. 

M.  Richey  Tuttle Blackville N.  Brunswick^ 
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APl-ENDIX    B. 


RKPOIITS  or  INSPECTOliS  OF  SCHOOLS. 


33IVI.SIOX    X(».    1.— CITV    AND    COrXTY    OF    HALIFAX. 

(ii:AHAM     C'K'KKiMTOX.    I>.A.,   InspCCtor, 

SiK. — T  liavo  ih(^  Imiior  to  submit  tlu*  follmvin^  report  for  the  past 


Tlu'iN'  iir<*  1-1  ^'»  s('li<M»l  sfM'tioii-;  ill  tliis  jlivi-^ion.  A  mnnbor  of  those 
liavo  iii'\-(';'  \\:\i\  <i-\\n\\<.  Th«'  ]niml»"r  <'f  >p  -ti*  ii-  rorurnod  as  in  a^iive 
oxi-tcnci*  for  scvrr.il  ym'-j  past,  wa<  \*'\'2.  Whon  orlertMl  by  the 
Cr>niicil  nf  I*nl)!it'  In-ii'iK'lion  in  nMiumlMM*  st'ciion«,  1  i?n»l;nlo  !  till  in 
thr  (MuiiiU'raf ion  v.liii'h  piv<^  any  ]>roniis'»  nf  ninintainin<r  soh«>rils. 
Si^voimI  (lovfii  i!it  sf'<-ti'ni-:  wovo  nfhlod  to  a<ljaceiit  stvtion?^.  The 
olianjM-:  ill  i»'»iin'l:ii'it  -  0*u<  urcv<^\\i?A(^i]  \\w*ro  submitted  to  the 
rcsprctivt'  ^riiool  lniMT'l^  for  :i])proval  :unl  a<h»]»tion. 

'r<  rraiMM'  Wwy  an-l  l-«»\vrr  Pro-poH  n!>\v  form  one  Poetion.  A 
ojii)arioii-  <cli.M»l  lii.u<c  liji-  l»f'"n  biiili.     A  teacher  and  an  as-i-tant 

\  ]M'\v  ImiMiiiir  for  the  rMinilniKMl  porMions  of  Windsor  Jnnction 
}i!i«l  ('(.i.tsini'!  U.»;«.|  V  M-^  iil:!cr«l  on  Ji  sit*-  I'asilv  aeee^^•^il^k'  ^>  t]i»^  chil- 
iln-u  oj'  l)')ili  -;ci-tiinis.  Tlic  now  s:*h'Jol  r<.>om  was  occupied  early  in 
tlic  vo.ir. 

Tl  \v:w  f'»niiil  n"<*r*-^irv  to  <llvi«l('  two  poctionfs.  Murphy's  Cove, 
nnd  K;i^t  I'r't pr^wlck.  Tlicsc  -i«'<'i'ons  aro  lM»th  situated  on  the  shore 
vh«'^v'  tlw  ro<t  ot'  k<"M)iiiir  I'^nm-  for  ronvoyanee  of  pupils  would  he 
iiMK'li  ill  cxtM--  nf  \\\o  cnst  of  su  j>})ort  iiiuT  scpnrale  schools. 

7\'fiti<nH  for  (livi-i(m  from  two  otlior  sections  were  refuse*!. 
Slitrlit  (•liMiiL'T-i  in  oyisliuLr  bonn<l:irin-  nniy  ]>e  found  to  be  necessary, 
l)ut  tli(^  nnmhcr  of  sections  in  tills  <livision  is  not  likely  to  be  increased 
in  the  near  future. 
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Tho  iKumdnrv  between  the  school  board  distriota  of  EiiKt  Halifax 
ajid  West  Halifax  was  changed  from  Petneswick  Harbor  to  Jeddore 
Harbor.  This  cbau^  was  made  to  rpiider  it  more  convenient  for 
nienilMTs  to  attend  the  niectinfK  of  the  school  boards  which  are  held  at 
Mheet  Harbor  and  in  Halifax  City. 

The  scliool  building  at  Jlo-ier  River  was  enlarged  so  as  to  admit 
of  tlie  oniploynient  of  two  teachers. 

Schools  were  openiMl  for  the  firs'  rime  in  St.  Andrew's  section  on 
die  Margaret's  li;i\-  l^md,  and  in  Gank  section  on  the  road  leading 
from  Sheet  Harbour  to  the  ilnsqnodoboit  vallcv. 

Uavside.  IVei-hville,  KeiTs.  Sheet  Harbor  lload.  Lake  L 
f^.i-nird's  Ishin.i  woiv  unabl.-  t.j  ., brain  l-ii.-Ii-rs.      Tli.' 
linti'eriii  Aline-^  ami  Fifteen  Mile  S(re;<in  iire  cUist-d  .'n  ai 
ci'-i-'ation  of  mining  upci'iiri-ins.     Urookside,  Keiii|itiiwn 
Lukcville  remain  idosed  for  h;ek  of  pupii'^. 
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Wilh  r'',Lfar.i  t.i  file  w.rl:  of  t!ip  s,"liools,  it  is  si-an-oly  iiei'f>saT,v  to 
f  :al  ■  Tliai  saii-f'otorv  nro^-n-ss  was  ironic  wheri'Vor  l'o  >■!  tradaa--  MTrc 
.■•a,|.lm..|.  Til,,  foilorviiiii  so.-iio,,.  v.or..  ..sia-.-idlv  forliiiiat,.  in 
s,,Mriiis..-»p»l.l,.  ioaoliors:  llcUor.!.  K»s,  SI,,...,  Ilarl,..,',  Wav,-,-l,,v, 
ll..,,rv.  .Noril,.  Mi,s,|,„.,l.,l.,il  lla,t,oi-.  an.l  Wi'sl  SI,,-,.,  Ilarl...,-. 
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(imirliT.  Trie  percent :ie;c  taken  qmirtcvlv  indiratt-s  an  att(.i,d:inee  of 
^l^.!•.  The  au-rage  i>tl-ndaii.-e  is  still  iimcl.  below  what  it  niiirht  be. 
^fanv  p:.ri-tits  confi'iit  tlu-in-eives  witli  p-orl  JLiti^ntioiH  and  alb-w  iho 
fir-t  mon'lis  of  selio..!  t.i  silt.  I.v  witb^ml  "^ending  tb.-ir  cliildi-en  to 
si-li'.nl.  Olli-^rs  send  regnbirlv  onlv  for  a  few  weeks  at  the  lieglnninjj 
.>f  the  sebuo]  year. 

Tlie  cdf.irccnient  of  the  T'onipnl'^ory  l-iw  ha«  increased  tlie  nltend- 
ancc  in  a  few  swtions.  Imt  those  for  whose  benefit  tlie  hwv  \v^'  >V>n'\^(?,\ 
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aro  a.'=i  a  nilr  so  sliit*t]rs<  tliat  it  is  difficult* to  colloct  the  ordinary 
s(*h(K)l  riitc  wit  lion t  tlu-  inldtMl  fino  iiu]>4>>rJ  for  luru-atU^udanee  of  the 
cliiKln'ii.  (.)<M*nsi(»n<illv  a  teacher  of  rxtvuordiuiirv  tact  is  able  to 
compel  the  nenleetCMl  cliiMren  to  att4'iKl  iic*lu>ol. 

In    tlu'    iiKne  j>n);;n'ssivr  .sections,   public    opinion    is    the    iiKist 
su(»cesr;ful  ageiK'V  in  socurin«r  rejrular  attendance. 

If  was  not  j><»s^il)lo  to  sfiMiiv  toachers  for  all  the  schools.  The 
80<»tioiis  in  tills  (livisinn  iinal»l(^  to  ol)tain  t(»achers  during  the  past  year 
w(M'o  all  on  the  list  of  *"  imiov  setMifins",  and  in  no  injjitanco  did  the 
salarv  offered  exeeed  one  hundred  <lollars.  Notwithstanding  the  low 
salary  offered,  the  rate  t.f  >;eetioiial  asstssment  in  these  weak  sectif'ns 
is,  as  a  rule,  much  hij«i:her  than  in  numy  other  sec»tions  where  averajife 
salaries  are  pairl. 

The  abstracts  of  returns  and  usual  st^itistical  tables  are  herewith 
submitted. 

"^'our  obedi<Mit  servant, 

G.    Crkigutox. 
To  A.  II,  NfAcIvAY.  Ks(2..  LL.D., 

t^upcrlnienihnf  df  Edncafian, 


:  o:- 


Divisrox   Xo.    2.— LrNKXBniG  AXD  QUEEXS. 

IT.   IT.   ]\rAcTNTosiT,  Inspector, 

Sir. — T  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  re}x>rt  of  the 
schools  in.  Division  Xo.  2,  comprisinfr  the  counties  of  Liinenbiii^  and 
Queens,  for  the  year  ended  July,  1904. 

There  are  102  fl(K*t.ions  in  this  <li vision,  147  in  Lnnenbni^  County, 
and  45  in  Queens.     Th(»re  were  225  schools  in  operation  during  the 
year,  172  in  Lunenburg  and  5^1  in  Queens,  72  of  these  being  depart- 
ments of  graded  schools.     This  shows  a  <lecrease  of  14  seh<x>ls  com- 
pared with  the  ])receding  year. 

In  last  year's  report,  I  m(*nti<»ned  that  T  should  not  be  surprised 
to  S(*e  a  shortjigc'  of  from  20  to  '^0  teachers  next  tenn,  owing  to  the 
extra  iiulucements  offennl  in  the  Xorth-West.  The  forecast  was 
fairly  correct ;  there  were  20  sw*tions  without  school  during  the  year, 
11  in  Lunenburg  an<l  0  in  Queens.  One  half  of  these  were  well  able 
to  support  a  school,  and  were  pr(»pared  to  do  so  on  the  basis  of  former 
salaries.  But  teachers  were  asking  more  salary,  the  number  of 
available  teachers  w^as  limited,  and  trustees  who  delayed  complying 
with  the  advance  demanded  were  left  without  teachers.  The  others 
arc  our  weakest  sections,  and  usually  have  school  for  part  of  the  term 
only. 
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In  order  that  the  trustees  and  ratepayers  of  these  sections  might 
clearly  recognize  the  fact  that  they  must  provide  more  for  the  sup- 
port of  schools  in  the  future,  I  made  no  special  effort  to  supply  Pro- 
visional Licenses.  That  this  temporary  loss  of  school  privileges  had 
a  good  effect  is  seen  in  the  increased  vote  at  the  last  annual  meeting, 
and  from  the  fact  that  over  half  of  these  very  sections  were  the  first 
to  see  that  teachers  were  secured  for  next  term. 

The  following  table  compares  the  average  salaries  of  female 
teachers,  paid  by  section,  with  those  of  the  preceding  year,  and  shows 
an  encouraging  advance : — 

B.  C.  D. 

Lunenburg  Co.,  1903 $150.20       $129.94       $100.00 

''           "      1904   ...      157.00         132.00         105.70 
Licrease $     6.80       $     2.06       S     5.70 

Queens  County,  1903  .  . .    $158.00       $122.00       $  93.00 

"  "         1904    ...     173.00         128.40         107.00 

Increase $  15.00       $     6.40       S  14.00 

There  were  236  teachers  employed,  classified  as  follows: — 

A.        B.  C  D.        Male.        Female  Total. 

Lunenburg  Coimty     5       22       53       100         9  171  180 

Queens  County  ...      1       12       17         26         6  50  56 

There  are  two  discouraging  features  in  the  foregoing  table — a 
falling  off  in  the  number  of  male  teachers  from  24  in  1903,  to  15  in 
1904,  and  the  fact  that  D  female  teachers  comprise  over  50  per  cent, 
of  the  total  staff,  and  that  about  75  per  cent,  of  the  rural  schools  are 
in  charge  of  these  teachers. 

I  believe  that^e  steady,  and  of  late  years,  increasing  falling  off 
in  the  number  of  male  teachers  is  of  serious  moment  to  the  country, 
and  is  a  condition  of  things  deserving  of  more  consideration  than 
it  receives.  We  do  not  recognize  the  importance  of  the  fact  that  there 
were  twice  as  many  male  teachers  employed  in  the  Province  twenty 
years  ago,  considering  the  number  of  schools,  as  there  are  to-day— 
that  in  1883  there  were  238  B  male  teachers,  the  majority  of  them 
employed  in  the  rural  schools,  while  in  1903  there  were  only  115,  and 
in  seven  counties  of  the  Province  not  one  employed  in  the  rural 
schools.  Has  not  the  passing  away  of  the  male  teacher  somewhat  to 
do  with  the  occasionally  allied  falling  away  in  manners  and  manli- 
ness on  the  part  of  our  youth,  and  the  consequent  increase  in  lawless- 
ness and  opposition  to  authority  so  widely  complained  of  by  the  press 
in  late  years  ?  One  of  our  oldest  and  most  observing  inspectors  says : 
"  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  one  half  of  the  teachers  should  be  males. 
The  larger  boys  need  the  management,  training  and  instruction  of 
male  teachers  to  develop  their  powers  of  mind  iato  tVi^  ^Vtovi!^  ^\A 
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inanlv  ":rcU'es  sn  osscMitial  t<>  a  well-balanced  manliood.  For  children 
and  girls,  tlh^  iVmalc  KMclicrs  arv  doing  an  i»xc(dlont  work,  but  1  diall 
nor  be  di.-a])|>«»iiiu.Ml  hj  tind  the  beys  grow  up  effeminate  or  take  c«:»ii- 
tr«d  inu>  llioir  (»wn  hand.s  and  Ixx'onie  lawless." 

T\w  c'liaracior  of  the  work  dime  in  tlie  scho<.>ls  the  past  year 
rethvK'd  ninsr  ch^arlv  the  training;  and  iitnej*s  of  the  teachers.  Prac- 
tieaily  all  the  A  and  l>  t(Mch<-r.-,  nearly  one  half  of  the  C,  and  alw^ut 
on<'-iifth  ot  the  D  teach<'r-.  are  irrci<hnttes  of  the  Xormal  Schtx»L 
These,  with  scarw^ly  an  exception,  did  excellent  w-ork,  as  did  also  a 
fair  niunber  of  those  whose  natural  fitness  and  experience  made  up, 
in  part  at  lea<t,  for  their  lack  of  training.  The  others,  as  we  might 
expt'c't,  gav(^  an  unsatisfaetA^)ry  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  protitkss 
service. 

The  ( 'onnty  Aea<UMnies  <>f  Limenbnrg  and  Qneens  are  under  the 
control  of  progressivt*  seht^ol  boards,  antl  continue  in  charge  of  Prin- 
cipals McKiitriek  and  Freeman.     JV>th  Academies  have  increasc^i 
in  atti'Tidancf  an<l  did   t^o^nl  woik.  the  candidates  pivparei:!  in   these 
schoul^  always  ranking  high  at  th(?  provijicial  examinations. 

Lai'ge  High  Seh<xd  classes  were  also  in  attendance  in  such  scIic*ols 
as  Criilii-e water,  ilahone  J^ay  and  Che-ter. 

Satisfactory  work  was  done  in  nearly  all  the  smaller  graded 
sch(K>ls.  The  three  classes  of  schools  just  mentioned  are  generally 
closely  wat<*he<l  l)y  a  largr  nuinlH»r  <»f  inteiTsted  parents,  whose  chil- 
dren an*  in  attendance,  and  whose  first  consideration  is  a  good  school 
rather  than  the  cost. 

The  rural  S(»liools  (hat  were  fortunate  enough  tc)  have  trustees 
snfticicntly  interested  and  active  to  se<*ure  capaMe  teachers,  also 
enioved  a  in-ofitablo  year's  work. 

The  nn>ro  remote  and  weaker  set^tions,  however,  which  form  a 
large  nia  joriiy  of  the  rural  schooN,  (li<l  not  fare  so  well.      This  can  be 

readily  un<lerst/^iod  when  we  consider  that  all  the  B  teachers,  nearlv 

*  .  ■  '  •■ 

all  the  C's,  and  tlio  pick  of  the  D's,  had  been  secured  by  the  town, 
village  and  wealthier  rural  schord^,  leaving  only  the  young,  inexperi- 
enced and  nntrained  DV  to  seWt  from.  This  condition  of  affairs 
seriously  retards  the  progress  of  the  rural  schools.  The  power  lately 
given  the  inspector  of  classifying  the  schools  according  to  the  class  of 
license  necessary  to  bo  held  bv  the  teacher,  will  remedy  these  con- 
ditions to  a  very  considerable  extent,  thongli  the  excessive  number  of 
D  teachers  will,  to  a  certain  degree,  influence  the  classification. 

A  strong  effort  must  be  made  to  get  more  trained  teachers,  and  it 
seems  to  me  the  time  has  come  to  stop  issuing  permanent  D  licenses, 


LUNENBrRG     AND     QUEENS.  79 


except  to  Normal  trained  teachers.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  grant 
instead  a  provisional  I),  good  for  two  years  if  necessary.  This  woidd 
prevent  any  stringency  in  the  supply  of  teachers,  and  at  the  same  time 
prevent  a  permanent  increase  in  the  number  of  untrained  D  teachers. , 
It  would  also  be  a  sign  of  the  going  out  of  the  D  license  and  a  warn- 
ing to  the  coming  teacher  to  look  beyond  the  qualifications  for  a 
license  of  the  lowest  class.  The  great  good,  however,  which  I  think 
would  be  accomplished  by  the  proposed  change  is  tliat  the  scores  of 
teachers  who  would  otherwise  settle  down  perfectly  content  with  a  D 
license,  would  at  the  end  of  two  years  be  compelled  to  qualify  for  a 
higher  class,  if  they  wish  to  remain  in  the  profession ;  and  as  this 
can  most  easily  be  done  by  attendance  at  the  Normal  School,  the  num- 
ber of  trained  teachers  would  thus  be  increased.  Principal  Soloan 
says  in  his  last  report  that  the  Nonnal  School  should  have  an  attend- 
ance of  at  least  250  instead  of  the  145  of  last  vear.  Trustees  fre- 
quently  meet  the  demand  for  better  salaries  with  the  answers,  "  We 
are  paying  for  all  we  get ",  or  "  We  will  pay  a  better  salary  for  a 
trained  teacher.'' 

Taking  into  consideration  the  severity  of  the  past  winter,  the 
attendance  was  most  satisfactory.  In  Lunenburg  County  the  schools 
were  open  on  an  average  204  ,and  in  Queens  208  days,  out  of  the  full 
term  of  215  days.  The  average  daily  attendance  in  Lunenburg  Co. 
was  3,935,  and  the  total  days  attendance,  814,534;  in  Queens,  1112, 
and  232,283  respectively.  Compared  with  last  year,  there  was  a 
decrease  of  about  4  per  cent,  a  smaller  falling  off  than  we  anticipated, 
considering  the  number  of  schools  closed  and  the  severe  winter.  There 
w^ere  577  High  School  pupils,  or  one  out  of  every  sixteen  registered. 

If  we  accept  as  correct  the  figures  of  column  19/8  (number  of 
pupils  who  did  not  attend  school),  immediate  attention  should  be 
given  to  the  better  carrying  out  of  the  Compulsory  Attendance  Act. 
Every  year  over  600  children  of  school  age  are  reported  as  not  attend- 
ing school  in  these  counties;  the  number  in  the  Province  the  past 
year  was  7,234 — rather  startling  figures.  The  present  Act,  if  car- 
ried out,  would  remedy  this  to  a  very  great  extent ;  but  trustees,  for 
some  reason,  seem  to  shirk  the  responsibility.  If  the  fines  under  the 
Act  were  made  collectable  as  part  and  parcel  of  the  sectional  school 
rate,  I  believe  it  would  become  operative  in  many  sections. 

The  increase  of  Municipal  Fund  from  30  to  35  cents  per  capita 
has  very  materially  affected  the  apportionment  to  individual  sections, 
and  the  additional  assistance  to  poor  sections  has  made  them  almost 
independent.  Nearly  all  our  poor  sections  will  have  school  next 
term. 

The  usual  attention  has  been  given  to  buildings  and  premises  in 
the  way  of  repairs  and  improvements,  and  modem  furniture  has  been 
supplied  in  a  number  of  sections.     There  are   still   too   many  un- 
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sightly  school  propertia^,  but  conditions  are  improving  every  year, 
«speciiilly  in  the  onthuiklings.  Much  has  ])een  done  of  late  towards 
providing  for  the  better  equipment  of  the  rural  schools,  and  the  assist- 
ance given  by  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners  in  Lunenburg 
Touiiship  from  the  rentals  of  school  lands,  has  been  a  great  help  and 
is  highly  appreciated. 

The  abstracts  and  tables  of  statistics  for  the  year  are  already  in 
jrour  hands. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

II.  H.  Macintosh. 

A.   II.   MacKay,  Esq.,  LL.l)., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


Division   No.    3.— YAKMOUTII  AND  SHELBURNE. 

James  H.   Munro,  Inspector. 

Sir, — Of  necessity  tJie  present  report  cannot  vary  materially  from 
that  of  last  year.    The  stringency  in  regard  to  the  supply  of  teachers 
was  felt  in  these  counties  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of  the  Province. 
Fotir  sections  in  Shelburne  County  were  without  schools — Big  Port 
L*Hebert,  Little  Port  L'llebert,  Roseway,  and  Hamilton;  but  the 
first  only  tlirough  failure  to  find  a  licensed  teacher.     The  ratepayers 
of  Little  Port  L'llebert  undertook  to  build  a  new  school  house,  but 
as  their  taxable  property  is  small,  they  could  not  at  the  same  time 
support  a  school.     To  replace  the  building  destroyed  by  a  forest  fire, 
Roseway  had  to  build  a  new  school  house,  which  was  not  ready  for 
occupancy  till  April.     Had  a  teacher  been  in  sight  then,  no  doubt 
flcliool  would  have  been  kept  the  remainder  of  the  year.     Hamilton 
section  was  always  small,  but  of  late  years  it  has  been  dwindling,  and 
now  it  is  closed  for  lack  of  children  to  attend.     In  Yarmouth   the 
usual  three  sections  were  without  schools,  namely.  North  and  South 
Belleville  and  Morris  Island.     The  two  former   have   fine   school- 
liouses,  which  have  been  closed  for  five  years;  but  that  of  Morris 
Island  exists  only  in  the  imagination  of  the  ratepayer.     At  the  last 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners,  Rev.  Father  Hamelin 
remarked  that  he  felt  sure  that  they  would  go  to  work  in  earnest  in 
the  fall  and  start  and  com])lete  the  building.     I  am  particularly 
anxious  to  see  a  school-house  in  this  section,  for  with  its  completion 
the  children  in  every  section  of  the  county  may  have  the  advantage 
of  a  school.     In  Shelburne  Coimty  there  is  school  accommodation  in 
every  section  since  McNutt's  Island  came  into  line  and  opened  its 
school ;  that  is,  64  sections  with  64  school-houses. 
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In  my  previous  report  I  stated  that  Shelbunie  town  was  taking 
measures  for  building  a  new  school-house.  To  provide  a  site  for  the 
new  the  old  building  was  removed  across  the  road,  and  work  began 
•early  in  the  fall.  In  the  spring  the  outside  was  finished,  presenting 
a  fine  api)earance,  and  I  understand  that  everything  will  be  in  readi- 
ness in  the  early  fall  for  teachers  and  pupils  to  take  possession.  The 
trustees  have  given  much  time  and  thought  to  the  work,  and  have 
-done  their  best  to  get  the  most  approved  plans  for  general  comfort, 
-and  especially  for  heating  and  ventilating  the  rooms.  Their  ambition 
is  to  make  a  first-class  school  building,  modern  and  sanitary  in  its 
arrangements  and  conveniences.  I  shall  be  able,  in  a  later  report,  to 
•describe  its  characteristic  features  more  definitely. 

The  fact  that  Clark's  Harbor  people  applied  to  the  Legislature 
for  an  Act  authorising  them  to  borrow  six  thousand  dollars,  in  order 
to  build  a  new  school-house,  shows  their  public  spirit,  and  that  they 
intend  to  keep  up  with  other  intelligent  and  enterprising  commu- 
nities. The  day  I  reached  the  section  the  work  of  the  destruction  of 
fte  old  school-house  had  commenced.  From  the  plan  and  the  space 
^narked  out  for  the  foundation,  one  would  infer  that  the  determin- 
ation is  to  have  a  school-house  not  second  to  any  in  the  county. 

At  Sluice  Point  there  has  been  a  renovation  and  an  extension, 
Tesulting  in  almost  a  new  building..  I  had  an  idea  that  the  better 
way  would  be  to  build  a  new^  school-house,  out  and  out,  but  the  rate- 
•  payers  took  the  stand  that  the  old  might  be  retained  and  modernized, 
while  the  extension  would  be  entirely  new.  They  report  that  their 
anticipations  have  been  realized,  and  that  they  have  a  building  well 
adapted  to  the  requirements  of  a  graded  school. 

Below  Tusket  Village  there  are  now  three  large  graded  schools — 
Hubbard's  Point,  Amiro's  Hill,  and  Sluice  Point.  Far  better  work 
will  now  be  expected  from  these  schools ;  in  time  tliey  should  compare 
well  with  the  best  French  schools  in  the  county,  namely,  Middle,  East 
and  Lower  East  Pubnico. 

Repairing  the  old  school-houses  and  equipping  them  with  better 
furniture  goes  on  apace.  Upper  Port  La  Tour,  instead  of  building 
a  new  school-house,  is  spending  (perhaps  wasting)  money  on  the  old, 
and  putting  in  patent  furniture.  Bear  Point  voted  a  large  sum  of 
money,  with  the  view  of  raising  the  ceiling  and  lengthening  the  build- 
ing, laying  a  hardwood  floor,  and  equipping  the  room  with  patent 
furniture  and  new  blackboards. 

On  behalf  of  the  people  generally  of  Yarmouth  and  Shelburne 
<x>unties,  I  want  to  remark  that  there  is  a  desire  to  have  comfortable 
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and  well-equipped  school-houses,  and  though  it  is  expensive,  they  are 
willing  to  bear  the  exj>en9e  in  order  that  their  children  may  have 
cheerful  and  comfortable  8urro\mdings  during  tlieir  years  at  school. 
And  in  a  good  many  schools  the  teachers  second  these  views  by  adorn- 
ing the  walls  with  pictures  of  distinguished  persons,  notably  the  King 
and  Queen,  and  with  landscape  views  and  other  sceneiy.  To  pass 
from  one  such  school  to  another  showing  only  bare  walls  makes  an 
unpleasant  sensation. 

The  past  year  was  very  unfavorable  for  attendance  at  school.  The 
winter  was  very  severe,  the  roads  were  often  blocked,  and  contagious 
diseases  were  common.     In  many  places  where  tlie  registers  were 
well  filled  with  names,  there  were  not  more  than  six  or  eight  pupils 
present  at  the  time  of  my   visit.     In   the   south-e^ast   of   Shelburno 
County,  measles  followed  the  whooping-cough,  and  the  plagues  ended 
with  the  m\mips.     From  what  I  have  stated  it  would  be  impossible 
to  form  an  estimate  of  the  year's  work,  or  to  speak  in  tenns  of  praise 
or  dispraise  in  regard  to  the  teachers.     Xo    doubt     the   prescribed 
course  received  the  usual  attention,  and  when  pupils  could  attend 
regularly  progress  was  made.     I  mention  it  as  an  extraordinary  fact 
that  in  three  or  four  schools  I  found  teachers  whose  estimate  of  the 
three  E's  was  peculiar — indeed,  in  their  opinion,  two  R's  are  suffi- 
cient.    Writing  they  would  ignore,  or  relegate  it  to  the  slate  and 
blackboard,  and  they  were  forward  enough  to  say  that  other  practise 
was  not  needed.     An  examination  of  their  registers  would  suggest 
tjiat  their  personal  practice  accorded  with  their  views  of  teaching 
writing,  both  as  regards  formation  of  letters,   neatness,    and   clean 
sheets.     An  art  that  is  so  essential  to  the  business  of  the  world,  that 
is  the  first  preservative  of  new  knowledge  and  research,    and    that 
serves  as  a  bond  of  union  when  families  and  friends  are  far  sundered, 
should  not  be  treated  with  neglect.     The  boy  who  has  to  seek  a  living 
away  from  his  family,  is  much  more  likely  to  retain  the  memory  of 
his  home  by  keeping  up  correspondence  with  his  family,  if  he  can 
write  a  good  hand,  than  another  similarly  situated  to  whom  the  pen 
is  repulsive  on  account  of  his  poor  penmanship.     In  this  amneetion 
I  may  refer  to  the  styles  of  penmanship  which  are  before  the  schools. 
To  my  eye  none  is  so  beautiful  as  the  vertical,  nor  can  it  be  surpassed 
in  the  facility  of  acquiring  it,  even  the  little  folk,  often  those  in  the 
first  grade,  being  able  to  write  a  pretty  hand.     Had  it  no  other  recom- 
mendation than  its  legibility,  its  guarantee  that  those  who  adopt  it 
wiill  never  torment  the  brains  of  the  readers  of  their  letters,  the  ver- 
tical hand  should  be  considered  of  sufficient  merit  to  keep  its  place  in 
the  public  schools.     There  is  one  place  in  which  good  writing  appears 
to  advantage,  that  is  in   the  school  returns.     Compared   with   the 
returns  of  some  years  ago,  much  improvement  is  seen  in  the  writing, 
folding,  correctness,  etc.     Still,  there  is  room  in  many  instances  for 
something  better.     There  is  too  much  haste  to  leave  the  section  and 
start  for  borne,  consequently  the  returns  show  lack  of  care  and  neat 
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handling.  Secretaries  should  foel  responsible  for  satisfactory 
returns,  and  if  they  insist  that  the  returns  be  finished,  and  every 
column  filled  in  correctly  before  the  last  quarter's  pay  is  handed  over, 
there  will  be  no  necessity  for  remitting  returns  for  correction,  or  per- 
haps to  be  made  out  anew. 

The  library  returns,  which  were  a  new  feature  of  the  past  year, 
did  not  make  a  full  showing  of  what  had  been  done  in  that  line. 
Quite  a  few  schools  did  not  send  in  a  report  at  all,  because  of  some 
incompleteness ;  the  books  were  not  up  to  the  standard,  or  the  cases 
were  not  finished,  or  the  books  were  not  kept  as  required  by  the  rules. 

In  the  proper  place  you  will  see  that  schools  in  Shelburne  County 
own  529  books,  and  in  Yarmouth  County  2,252,  three-fourths  of 
which  are  in  cases  in  the  C^ounty  Academy.  Already  1  have  received 
notices  from  new  competitors  for  the  grant. 

There  is  an  upward  tendency  in  the  salaries  of  all  the  classes, 
except  that  of  B  male  in  Shelburne  County.  A  careful  examination 
of  the  salaries  received  by  females  brings  out  the  following  facts : — 

Shelburne   County. 

Five  teachers  of  the  D  class  accepted  salaries  below  $100.00,  the 
average  for  the  whole  class  being  $109.55 ;  10  C's  took  less  than 
$140.00,  average  of  whole  $140.00.  Of  the  B  class,  7  had  salaries 
below  $180.00,  average  $167.91. 

Yarmouth   County. 

No  teacher  of  the  D  class  received  loss  than  $100.00,  average  of 
the  whole  class  being  $135.88  ;  of  class  C,  nine  took  less  than  $1-10.00, 
average  of  whole  $172.56 ;  two  of  class  B  accepted  less  than  $180.00, 
average  $221.08. 

The  best  paid  male  teacher  in  Shelburne  Coimty,  class  E,  received 
$400,  average  of  whole  class,  $281.00;  class  C  $195.00,  average 
$161.00;  class  D  $165.00,  average  $148.33. 

In  Yarmouth  County,  the  best  paid  male  teacher,  class  B,  Tnot 
counting  a  teacher  in  Yarmouth  town  whose  salary  is  $600.00)  re- 
ceived $420.00,  average  of  whole  class,  $340.45 ;  class  C,  $225.00, 
average  $225.00 ;  class  D  $150.00,  average  $125.00. 

I  admire  the  pluck  of  the  French  teachers  who  hold  out  firmly  for 
a  '*  living  wage.'* 


84  •       REPORTS   OF    INSPECTORS. 


Among  tlie  female  teachers  the  best  paid  B  received  $225.50;  C 
t$210.00,  and  I)  $1(58.00.  It  is  evident  that  if  teachers  do  not  co- 
operate in  the  movement  to  increase  their  salaries,  little  improvement 
can  be  effect<^d.  The  disposition  to  underbid  one  another  is  mean, 
and  destructive  of  their  own  interests. 

A  practice  obtains  in  these  two  counties  which  does  not  show 
teachers  to  advantage.  I  refer  to  the  annual  movement  of  so  many 
from  one  section  to  another.  To  teach  a  vear,  and  then  betake  them- 
selves  somewhere  el^e,  and  after  another  year  to  new  sections,  and  so 
on,  ought  to  be  regarded  by  trustees  as  a  poor  recommendation — 
indeed,  as  a  mark  of  instability  and  incompetence.  One  can  hardly 
think  that  a  teacher  who  thoroughly  tested  the  attainments  of  her 
new  (school)  pupils,  worked  to  remedy  defects,  and  levelled  them  up 
to  standards  of  their  grades,  who  secured  regular  habits  of  study  and 
sell-reliance  in  their  work,  and  saw  their  changed  manners  in  every- 
day behaviour,  wo.uld  wish  to  give  up  her  situation  and  leave  her  im- 
provements to  another. 

I  nmst  reserve  the  rest  of  my  space  for  the  Shelbume  and  Yar- 
mouth town  schools.  Though  the  condition  of  the »  Shelbume 
Academy,  partly  duo  to  the  straining  of  its  walls  when  it  was  moved 
from  its  site,  seemed  to  be  incompatible  with  progress,  the  rooms 
always  shabby,  and  now  cold  and  insufferal)le,  I  found  the  old  adage 
verified — the  teacher  makes  the  school — and  that  under  the  most  un- 
favorable circumstances.  Here  I  spent  a  day  and  a  half  visiting  the 
rooms  and  testing  the  classes,  and  I  can  report  that  in  all  good  work 
was  done.  The  teachers  are  painstaking  and  efficient,  and  while 
giving  out  lessons,  and  passing  on  to  new  subjects,  are  looking  for 
intellectual  development  as  the  proof  of  their  success.  I  wish  that 
idea  were  more  general  than  it  is.  If  it  were,  teachers  would  have  a 
better  basis  for  determining  the  quality  of  their  work,  and  a  better 
appreciation  of  the  benefits  the  pupils  were  receiving  from  them.  In 
Yarmouth  town  the  schools  had  an  unusually  progressive  year.  ]S"o 
epidemics  of  any  kind,  and  even  the  severe  and  stormy  weather  in- 
creased the  attendance.  Waifs  enjoyed  more  comfort  in  warm 
school-rooms  than  standing  round  corners  doubled  up  in  the  whirling 
blast. 

A  large  proportion  of  this  class  live  in  the  South  End  and  are  in 
the  primary  departments.  A  visit  tx)  these  schools  is  very  interesting, 
for  they  show  the  blessings  which  free  schools  have  put  within  the 
reach  of  the  poor,  and  they  suggest  the  possibility  of  a  state  of  society 
when  mental  acquisitions  and  character  will  determine  social  status 
rather  than  paternal  or  accidental  wealth. 

ff 

This  summer  the  County  Academy  resolved  to  come  out  of  its 
privacy  and  show  itself  to  the  public.     The  event  was  so  imnsoal  the 
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people  thronged  the  Royal  0])era  to  see  the  novelty.     The  interest 
was  likewise  greatly  increased  by  the  fact  that  it  was  announced 
that  Dr.  MacKay,  Superintendent  of  Education,  would  be  present 
and  deliver  an  address.     Among  the  exercises  wore  the  presentation 
of  prizes  to  pupils  of  the  Xlth  grade  who  excelled  in  subjects  pre- 
scribed by  the  donors;  a  reading  competition,  of  which  the  judges 
were  Principal  Soloan,  Mr.  Arthur  Eakins,  and  Rev.  R.    D.    Bam- 
brick;  the  reading  of  a  pleasing  valedictory  by  an  Xlth  Grade  pupil, 
Miss  Jean  MacGray ;  and  an  exhibition  of  military  drill  by  the  Cadet 
Corps.     I  have  said  the  Cadet  Corps,  but  really  there  was  not  room 
on  the  platform  for  one-third  of  the  corps.     The  movements,  evolu- 
tions and  marchings  of  the  boys  astonished  the  spectators,  few  of 
whom  had  any  idea  that  military    training   was    included    in    the 
Academy  course.     In  handling  the  rifle  and  bayonet  their  action  was   ^ 
very  precise,  which  evoked  an  ap])reciativc  acknowledgment  from  the 
audience.     I  mention  it  as  a  coincidence  worthy  of  notice,  that  when 
the  Minister  of  Militia,  Sir  Frederic  Borden,  was  asserting    in    a 
ipeech  delivered  in  Halifax,  that  the  least  costly  and  most  efficient 
force  that  could  be  provided  for  the  defence  of  the  country,  would  be 
insured  by  training  the  boys  at  school  how  to  handle  the  rifle  and  to 
shoot;  the  boys  of  the  Yarmouth  Academy  were  giving  a  practical 
demonstration  of  the  plan   Sir  Frederick   was  recommending.     I 
should  not  omit  to  state  that  Captain  Seeley  has  given  time  and  ser- 
vice gratuitously  to  the  organization  and  training  of  the  corps. 

The  Superintendent  of  Education  received  a  flattering  reception. 
His  speech  lasted  half  an  hour,  during  which  the  audience  gave  pro- 
found attention,  and  manifested  their  appreciation  in  a  way  that 
could  not  be  misimderstood.  While  his  speech  was  not  unqualified 
praise,  he  thought  Yarmouth  was  well  to  the  front  in  regar<l  to  its 
school  buildings  and  their  environments,  and  the  education  received 
in  them.  He  made  reference  to  the  Sch<H)l  of  Manual  Training, 
and  descrilx^d  the  Domestic  School  of  Science  as  "  ideal  "  in  its 
appointments  and  management.  Dr.  MacKay  may  be  sure  that  he 
will  be  a  welcome  guest  any  time  he  decides  to  visit  Yarmouth.  I 
ought  to  say  that  Commissioner  Pelton  presided,  and  in  introducing 
Dr.  MacKay,  spoke  at  some  length  of  the  duties  of  the  School  Board, 
which,  he  added,  was  responsible  for  the  satisfactory  working  of 
twenty-seven  common  schools,  four  academic  departments,  and  two 
special  schools.  Manual  Training  and  Domestic  Science. 

Principal  Kempton  is  entitled  to  much  credit  for  plnniiing  and 
carrying  out  the  programme  so  satisfactorily.  Tt  is  no  exaggeration 
to  say  that  Yannouth  Academy  was  never  more  po]mlar  than  it  is  this 
day. 

It  is  time  to  conclude.  Barrins:  a  few  poor  sections  which  have 
not  yet  obtained  teachers,  all  the  schools  are  woTVmg.,  vvwOi  ^\H^?cN'Cvivc^ 
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indicates  a  prosperous  year.  Even  Xorth  Belleville  has  made  pre- 
parations for  a  school,  and  while  I  write,  notice  has  come  of  the  open- 
ing of  school.  In  due  time  South  Belleville  will  follow  suit.  It 
is  not  rash  to  predict  that  henceforth  the  characteristic  virtues  of  the 
threcf  Bellevilles  will  be  peace  and  good  will. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

James  H.  Munro. 
To  A.  H.  ]Vf  acKay,  Esq.,  LL.T)., 

Superiniendent  of  Education, 


Divisions  Kos.   3  and  4.— ACADIAN"  SCHOOLS. 
Rev.   J.   J.    Sullivan,   Special   Visitor, 


Sir, — I  herewith  respectfully  submit  my  annual  rewrt  of  French. 
Schools  in  Yarmouth  and  Digby  for  year  ended  July  81st,  1904. 

A  general  review  of  the  educational  status  of  the  Acadians  in  this 
section  of  the  Province  indicates  a  fair  amount  of  progress.  There 
is  yet  room,  however,  for  much  im])rovement,  which  depends  upon 
circumstances  over  which  the  people  have  not  full  control. 

The  lively  interest  taken  in  education  a  few  years  ago  has  some- 
what lessened,  owing  to  the  tardy  initiation  of  a  new  series  of  books. 

As  I  have  already  explained  the  changes  my  ob^^ervations  in  cl'isa 
suggested,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  dwell  further  upon  them; 
permit  me,  however,  to  urge  that  the  work  of  the  Commission  be 
expedited,  as  under  present  uns:itisfactx>rv  state  of  affair.^,  complaints 
are  being  made  on  all  sides,  both  by  teachers  and  parents. 

Primaries:  In  the  majority  of  our  schools,  I  find  that  the 
primary  departments  are  overcrowded.  In  many  crises  the  children 
are  literally  packed  together  in  rooms  not  more  thnn  lari2:e  enough  to 
accommodate,  comfortably,  half  the  number  of  their  daily  occupanti^. 
This  congested  state  of  affairs  is  obviously  hurtful,  physically  and 
intellectually,  to  the  children.  Physicallv,  owing  to  the  vitiated 
state  of  the  atmo-^phere,  and  intelloctuallv  bv  reason  of  the  little 
sttent'ion  a  teacher  can  pay  to  the  individual  needs  of  sn'>l>  a  large 
iiwnlxjr  of  pupih. 
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There  are  two  ways  to  overcome  this  Jiffieiilty — the  one  by  afford- 
ing sufficient  accommodation,  with  an  iisi^istant  teaclier;  the  other,  by 
grading  the  children  into  the  intermediate.  Generally,  the  latter 
inediod  is  the  more  quickly  adopted;  but,  unfortunately,  more 
according  to  the  influx  t^  the  primary  than  to  the  mental  qualifi- 
cation of  the  promoted.  The  inevitable  is  that  the  primary 
work  has  to  be  gone  over  again  in  the  intermediate,  and  thus,  properly 
speaking,  there  being  no  grading,  but  a  sort  of  annual  promotion  en 
Hoc,  little,  if  any,  progre.^s  is  made  from  year  to  year. 

I  find  that  the  long  hours  of  the  school  day  overtax  the  mental 
powers  and  physical  endurance  of  the  young  children  in  our 
primaries.  Better  work  would  be  done  in  these  departments  if 
shorter  hours  constituted  the  dav. 

Notwithstanding  these  difficulties,  fairly  good  work  is  being  done 
in  many  schools,  especially  since  the  introduction  of  more  French, 
irith  colloquial  instruction  in  English. 

The  utility  of  the  summer  class  opened  in  Truro  for  the  purpose 
of  training  French  teachers  in  the  Berlitjz  system,  is  demonstrating 
itself  indubitably  wherever  it  is  employed.  It  is  regrettable  that  so 
few  of  our  teachers  avail  themselves  of  this  golden  opportunity 
offered  them  by  the  Government  grati'i.  It  would  not  be  exacting 
too  much,  under  the  circumstances  if,  in  the  future,  a  Normal  School 
diploma  in  this  method  be  required  of  every  FrenA  teacher. 

Young  teachers,  in  particular,  are  worried  in  anticipation,  vrith 
the  daily  vexatiou«^  duties  of  an  over-loaded  class-room  of  untrained 
pupils,  simply  because,  through  lack  of  method  and  of  school  manage- 
ment, they  are  unable  to  cope  with  their  difficulties. 

A  good  Xormal  School  training  is  the  only  effectual  remedy  in 
such  cases.  Even  with  this  advantage  our  teachers  lack  in  psycho- 
logical observation;  hence,  frequently,  that  mental  inertia  on  the 
part  of  pupils.  A  good  working  knowledge  of  how^  to  make  the  young 
mind  active,  and  to  draw  out  and  develo])  its  thinking  powers,  is  the 
best  qualification  an  in-^lructor  can  have.  From  this  it  may  be 
readily  concluded  that  our  primary  departments  should  be  in  charge 
of  our  best  t-eachers. 

GrorRAPUY:  Generally  speaking,  this  important  branch  receives 
careful  attention.  Many  schools,  thoudi,  are  in  need  of  maps, 
not-ably  of  this  province,  and  of  the  Dominion.  The  attention  of 
trustees  havinii'  been  re])eatedly  called  to  this  Incuna,  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  coming  yenr  will  find  our  schools  better  supplied.  Tn  cases 
of  deficiency  of  geographic:^!  apparatus,  some  of  our  teachers  do  very 
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good  work  in  making  a  liberal  use  of  blackboards  for  map  drawing. 
This  is  a  very  laudable  method,  and  coui)lcd  with  modern  maps,  im- 
presses the  young  mind  with  ideas  otherwise  grasped  with  much  diffi- 
culty. 

A  little  more  history  should  be  taught  in  conjunction  with  geo- 
graphy. Oral  lessons  by  the  teacher,  in  the  iona  of  historical  narra- 
tives comiected  with  the  country  under  discussion,  would  prove  inter- 
esting, and  certainly  instructive.  Experience  teaches  that  history, 
looked  upon  as  a  mere  chain  of  events  and  dates,  is  a  dry  and  weari- 
some study.  Teachers  to  make  history  interesting,  must  be  studious 
and  history-loving  themselves,  aild  should  cultivate  a  fluency  in  nar- 
rative discourse.  •  They  should  never  allow  their  duties  in  class  to- 
become  monotonous  to  themselves,  and  tliev  wall  find  that  their 
interest  in  tlieir  work  will  have  a  corresponding  effect  upon  their 
pupils. 

Perhaps  one  of  the  best  methods  for  making  a  class  interesting  is 
a  thorough  preparation  on  the  part  of  the  teacher.  Instructors,  in 
some  cases,  might  profitably  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that  dependence 
upon  the  "  dahitur  vobis/'  usually  ends  in  mediocrity. 

Arithmetic?  :  This  branch  is  fairly  well  taught.  More  improve- 
ment would  be  made  if  work  were  more  practical,  by  appealing  to  the 
exterior  senses  of  the  children.  This  can  be  easily  done  by  directing 
the  attention  of  the  children  to  the  addition,  subtraction,  or  multi- 
plication of  fainiliar  objects  about  them.  Young  minds  can  hardly 
be  expected  to  reason  in  the  abstract. 

To  deficiency  in  arithmetic  is  due  much  irre^lar  grading.  Pro- 
motion to  a  higher  grade  should  be  based  upon  arithmetical  pro- 
ficiency rather  than,  as  it  is  now,  generally,  upon  comparative  per- 
fection in  reading.  In  many  schools,  there  being  no  serviceable 
blackboards,  all  work  has  to  be  done  on  slates,  which  means,  unless  the 
teacher  be  extremely  vigilant,  that  one  pupil  does  the  work  for  many. 
When  asked  what  part  of  arithmetic  they  are  working  at,  some 
scholars,  and  even  teachers,  reply  by  indicating  the  page  with  number 
of  sum  being  done.  Such  a  reply  would  be  correct  in  answer  to  a 
question  regarding  location  of  a  certain  sum,  but  it  is  assuredly 
infantile  and  unintellidble  at  any  other  time.  Having  had  a  poor 
start,  I  find  many  scholars  in  the  intermediate,  and  advanced  unable 
to  understand  the  process  of  calculation  in  arithmetical  progression* 

Composition  :  T  have  again  to  report  that,  in  the  majority  of  our 
schools,  this  important  feature  of  our  system  receives  little  or  ne 
attention.  Our  pupils  are  forced,  in  too  many  cases,  to  crive  a  ver- 
batim recital  of  their  lesson*^.  This  tends,  logically,  to  lessen  that 
originalitv  of  expression  without  which  composition  is  an  absolute 
impossihihty. 
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In  some  schools  the  eliildren  are  taught  to  give  a  resume,  in  their 
own  words,  of  tlie  lesson  read  each  day.  This  is  a  method  not  only 
to  be  encouraged,  but  to  be  insisted  upon,  as  it  proves  whether  the 
lessons  are  understood  or  not,  prevents  mind-wandering,  and  is  a 
remedy  for  sensuous  memory — that  is,  association  through  the  eye 
or  ear  of  a  succession  of  sights  or  soimds  without  any  reflection  or 
consideration  of  the  imits  of  the  succession,  or  what  they  stand  for^ 
or  represent.  In  advanced  departments,  at  least,  pupils  should  be 
trained  in  the  habit  of  so  receiving  and  absorbing  impressions  or 
ideas  that  they,  or  their  representatives,  be  ready  for  recall  whenever 
wanted.  This  is  learning  through  relations — by  thinking — from 
grasping  the  ideas  or  thoughts — the  meaning  and  the  comprehension 
of  the  subject  matter.  Let  teachers  and  pupils  cultivate  the  assimi- 
lative memory,  and  progress  in  composition  will  soon  follow. 

Politeness  :  In  the  class-room,  good  manners  are  observed  by 
our  pupils,  who,  as  a  rule,  are  docile  and  easily  controlled.  Teachers 
in  many  sections,  however,  have  good  fields  to  inculcate  the  necessity 
of  better  understanding,  and  putting  into  practice  that  delicate  con- 
sideration for  others  which  is  characteristic  of  a  well-balanced 
Christian  mind.  What  better  moment  can  be  chosen  for  imparting 
a  spirit  of  unselfishness,  and  developing  a  habit  of  benevolence,  than 
the  early  years  passed  in  the  school-room  ? 

No  reasonable  argimient  can  be  put  up  to  show  why  as  much 
Christian  charity,  more  commonly  known  as  politeness,  be  not  taught 
in  our  public  schools  as  is  imparted  in  our  institutions  of  higher 
education.  Teachers  liave  the  same  material  to  work  upon,  and  not* 
withstanding  the  home  surroundings  of  their  scholars,  can  so  influ- 
ence the  young  mind'  tliat  it  will  soon  be  able  to  distinguish  between 
what  is  right  and  wrong,  though  it  be  not  put  to  daily  practice. 

To  be  successful  in  his  efforts  in  this  regard  the  teacher 
must  continually  ])ear  in  mind  this  truism :  "  Mala  colloquia  bonos 
comimpimt  mores."  He  must  not  adopt  the  mannerisms  of  his 
surroundings,  but  instead,  influence  others  by  his  example  to  reach 
a  higher  standard. 

Buildings:  Little  fault  can  be  reasonably  found  with  the  school 
houses  in  Yarmouth  County.  The  same,  unfortunately,  cannot  be 
said  of  those  in  Digby  County.  Meteghan  River,  St.  Eononi^ 
Cheticamp  and  Bear  Cove,  are  in  pressing  need  of  new  buihlings. 

The  School  Commissioners  of  Clare,  at  their  last  May  meeting^ 
took  action  upon  reports  made  roirardinff  aceommodntion  in  these 
sections,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  condemned  buildings  will  soon 
be  replaced  by  something  more  presentable  and  serviceable  than  the 
present  shacks,  which  form  poor  substitutes  for  school  houses. 
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It  is  lamentably  still  to.be  reported  that  the  two  schools  at  Belle- 
ville, YarmoutJi  County,  over  which  so  much  trouble  has  existed  for 
«o  many  years,  remain  closed.  In  the  first  place,  tliere  should  have 
been  only  two  sections  created  here  instead  of  three,  as  at  present, 
wth  only  one  school  actually  in  use.  That  a  large  number  of  worthy 
children  be  not  brought  up  in  ignorance,  these  sections  should  be  re- 
united, or  their  respective  residents  should  be  induced  to  conform 
urith  regulations,  and  carry  out  whatever  arrangements  were  agreed 
Tupon  when  Belleville  was  cut  up  into  three  sections. 

The  Teachers'  Institute  met  this  year  at  Tusket  Wedge.  Owing 
to  inconvenience  in  getting  to  the  Wedge,  and  to  extremely  stormy 
"weather,  this  meeting  was  only  fairly  well  attended.  The  work 
during  sessions  was  both  interesting  and  lively. 

As  a  full  account  of  proceedings  has  been  detailed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Institute,  it  is  not  necessary  foy  me  to  particularize.  Our 
next  meeting  will  be  at  Yarmouth,  and  as  this  is  easy  of  access  and 
centrally  located,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  every  teacher,  without 
exception,  will  be  present. 

That  the  Clare  Academy  is  doing  good  work  is  evidenced  by 
Tesults  of  provincial  examinations.  Seven  out  of  eight  girls  were 
successful  in  securing  qualification  applied  fnr.  The  boys,  too,  were 
comparatively  fortunate.  Many,  however,  who  had  followed  the 
course  most  successfully  durinc;  the •  year,  abandoned  the  idea  of 
4jualifying  for  the  teaching  profession,  and  did  not  present  themselves 
Hot  examination. 

During  my  tonr  of  in^^pection  T  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  three 

trustees  sufficientlv  interested  in   their  school  duties  to  knock  oflF 

< 

"^vork  and  spend  a  few  minutes  with  me  in  the  class-room. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  Sullivan. 
A.  H.  MacTTay,  Esq.,  LL.R, 

Superb) tendcnt  of  Educnfion, 
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Division  No.   4.— DIGBY  AND  ANNAPOLIS. 

L.   S.  MoRSE^  M.  A.,  Inspector. 

SiK, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the 
public  schooh  of  Inspectorial  Division  No.  4  for  the  school  year  ended 
July  31st,  1904.  The  status  of  the  schools,  as  a  whole,  changes  very 
jgradually  year  by  year.  It  is  difficult,  tlu;reforo,  to  avoid  repeating 
what  has  been  said  in  previous  reports.  The  personnel  of  the  teach- 
ing staff  changes  materially  each  year,  in  consequence  of  many  of  the 
more  experienced  teachers  leaving  the  profession,  and  their  places 
being  filled  bv  beginners.  Under  such  conditions  much  improve- 
ment cannot  be  reported. 

In  May,  1904,  one  section  in  Annapolis  West  was  di^^dpd,  and 
tlie  parts  attached  to  two  adjoining  sections,  thus  reducing  the  num- 
ber of  sections  in  Annapolis  County  by  one.  In  consequence  of  this 
lliero  are  now  one  hundred  and  seven  sections  in  Annapolis  Connty, 
and  eighty  in  Diirby  County,  making  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
for  the  whole  division.  I  have  considered  each  of  the  eiirht  com- 
ponent sections  which  make  up  Middleton  Consolidated  Section  as 
«epar  ite  ser^tions.  If  these  sections  be  now  considered  as  one  section, 
the  total  number  of  sections  in  this  Inspectoral  Division  given  above 
should  be  reduced  by  seven. 

It  IS  to  be  regretted  that  the  unreasonable  opposition  to  the 
union  of  St.  Benoni  and  Meteghan  River  Sections,  and  of  Bear  Cove 
and  Cheticamp  Sections  in  Clare,  which  developed  among  the 
ratepayers  of  thos?  sections,  rendered  their  union  effected  by  the 
Board  last  ye^ir  abortive,  and  mnde  it  expedient  to  undo  whit  had 
been  d^ne  bv  the  Boar  1  for  tho  improvement  of  the  schools  in  those 
section*'.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  better  counsels  will  eventually 
prevail. 

Tlytensive  and  miich-neederl  imr>rovements  h<ive  been  mide  in 
tho  school-honse  at  Wotp  ^r'  dnriurr  th'^  yeir.  About  fift'^en  hundred 
dollar^  were  exnonderl  on  this  p^oporty.  niaVing  i*^  now  an  attractive 
and  woll-nppointod  buil  lin<r,  nnrl  well  odnptec^  to  th*^  reouirem^nts  of 
thpt  town.  At  Lnwrencetown,  also,  exten^^ive  improvements  have 
b^^en  m  "•do  to  tho  scho'^l-hons^  by  the  nd^liticm  of  a  lirgo  v:incr  f^r  the 
nso  of  the  Advanced  D'^partMient.  !^^inor  improvements  have  been 
made  in  various  other  sections. 

The  new  Con^^olidited  Sohool  buildinj?s  nt  'Mi'lrlloton  nre  now 
f^omplet'^,  and  are  a  sourco  of  D^ide  not  only  to  th^  tenr»hin<r  staff, 
hut  t^  th<^  poiriTrmni<-v  in  o'OTi^rnl.  It  wns  pontomolito<l  nt  fir?^  to 
Tise  the  old  school-house  for  four  department^  of  the  ^(»\\oo\\  W\  c^cn. 
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further  consideration  it  was  deei(le<l  to  use  that  building  exclusively 
for  mechanic  and  domestic  science  and  laboratory  purposes,  and  tr> 
use  the  new  building  exclusively  for  the  various  Connnon  and  High 
School  department-s.  This  arrangement  is  much  more  satisfactory 
for  reasons  too  apparent  to  need  naming. 

Four  hundred  and  eleven  candidates  applied  for  examination  at 
the  seven  stations  in  this  division,  being  an  increase  of  twenty  over 
last  year.  As  usual,  a  large  majority  of  these  were  prepared  in  tho 
County  Academies  and  other  High  Schools.  Where  preparation  was 
made  in  miscellaneous  sc1i<h)1s,  it  is  fair  to  assume  that  thorough 
training  could  not  have  been  rcK'cived  except  at  the  expense  of  the 
lower  grades. 

The  Common  Schools,  with  few  exceptions,  were  found  in  a  satis- 
factory condition,  considering  the  fact  that  many  of  these  schools 
were  taught  by  untrained  and  inexperienced  teachers.  No  less  than 
fifty-two  teachers  took  charge  of  schools  during  the  year  for  the  first 
time,  fifty  of  whom  were  employed  in  miscellaneous  schools.  It  is  a 
matt-er  for  congi*atulati<m  that  so  few  are  found  who  may  be  con- 
sidered as  failures.  Last  year  the  numl>er  of  teachers  opening 
schools  for  the  first  time  was  twenty-nine  only.  The  large  increase 
this  year  may  be  traced  dirt^ctly  or  indirectly  to  the  inadequate 
salaries  paid  in  most  swtinns.  Teachers  of  experience  will  not 
remain  long  in  the  ])rofession  unles-*  the  remuneration  received  is 
commensurate  with  their  ability  and  experience.  During  the  year 
about  ten  of  the  best  teachers  have  gone  from  this  division  to  the 
Canadian  North- West,  where  they  are  receiving  much  higher  salaries 
for  services  less  onerous  and  re^jxmsible  than  they  were  required  to 
perform  while  here.  A  considerable  number  of  others  have  given 
up  teaching  for  the  ])urpose  of  engaging  in  other  occupations.  The 
inevitable  result  is  that  many  of  our  schools  suffer  in  consequence  of 
being  placed  in  the  charge  of  young  teachers  of  no  experience.  Tlie 
outlook  for  the  ensuing  year  is  somewhat  discouraging  in  consequence 
of  the  scarcitv  of  teachers.  The  remedv  lies  with  the  ratepavers. 
More  liberal*  appropriations  for  school  purposes  would  soon  make  an 
improvement  in  this  matter. 

The  Macdonald  Consolidated  School  at  ^liddleton  has  been  an 
unqualified  success  from  an  educational  ])oint  of  view.  The  enrol- 
ment was  much  larger,  the  attendance  much  more  regular,  and  the 
educational  advantages  much  greater  than  before  cx>nsolidation. 
During  the  previous  year  threes  hundred  jind  sixty-seven  pupils  were 
enrolled  in  the  eight  sections  now  com])ris(»d  in  the  consolidated 
section.  During  the  prescTit  year  the  number  enrolled  in  the  Con- 
solidat<>d  School  was  four  hundred  and  eighteen,  being  an  increase 
of  fiftv-one.  The  sum  of  the  davs'  attendance  in  the  individual  schools 
during  the  preceding  year  was  3S,T^il.     The  days'  attendance  in  tlie 
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C'lnsolidntpd  Scl»>i;l  this  year  was  :i8.T;Jl.  Tlip  ilays'  uttciulauee  in 
tlip  Consolidated  School  tliis  vear  was  "iHjlss.  The  ainnimt  of  Muni- 
cipal Fnnd  received  by  the  indivi'hial  scctinns  last  yeiir,  if  the  auin 
]K>pulatioii  as  it  was  this  year,  wonld  have  been  $482.86,  This  year 
the  trustees  t>f  the  (.'onsoli dated  Set'tiitti  received  $r)!)(i,67  from  the 
!Mtiiiicipal  Fund.  The  etKcieney  of  the  w^rk  done  in  thti  Consolidated 
Sii'liool  was  necessarily  far  jirenter  ihan  conlil  be  expected 
in  niiseellHnetms  sehiMils.  In  this  pi.inl  of  view  the  Consolidated 
School  has  been  ii  great  success,  and  has;  fully  equalled  tlie  pxjiectation 
of  itfi  friends.  On  the  other  hand,  the  cost  of  trans]M»rtinp;  the  pupik 
to  the  central  seh<xJ  lias  Ix^n  jrivater  than  anticipated.  It  is 
ex]iecte<I  that  the  contracts  for  driving;  the  vans  will  be  materially 
rt-'dnceil  in  the  future. 


The  numl>er  of  school  gardens  reported  this  year  was  eight.  With 
the  exception  of  that  in  conuej-tion  with  the  Consolidated  School  at 
Middleton,  these  gardens  were  small  affairs,  and  were  not  up  to  what 
might  he  considered  a  fair  standard.  They  ser%-ed,  however,  a  useful 
purpose  in  connecti<ni  with  the  >tndy  of  Xature.  The  garden  at 
Middleton  was  not  at  its hest  this  year,  in  couseqnence  of  ha\ing  been 
made  on  new  unfilled  ground,  but  it  was  what  might  have  been 
expected  from  Principal  ircGill,  whose  previous  experience  and 
training  made  him  exceptionally  well  (lualifiol  lo  take  charge. 
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Tho  (ircnfy- fifth  consfHMitivc  annual  session  of  the  Teachers^ 
Institute  of  this  insp(X»torial  division  convened  this  year  in  the 
Macdonald  (/"onsolidat^d  S(»hool  House  at  Middleton,  on  the  2()th  and 
27th  davs  of  Mav.  J^v  arrangement  anv  teachers  of  Western  Nova 
Scotia  were  permitted  to  attend.  The  number  enrolled  was  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five — being  the  largest  enrolment  in  the  history 
of  the  Institute.  The  Consolidated  Schcnd  was  in  session  for  two 
hours  during  the  first  day  of  meeting,  in  order  that  visiting  teachers 
and  others  might  have  the  opportunity  of  seeing  the  arrival  and 
departure  of  the  school  vans,  and  of  visiting  any  department  of  the 
school  in  which  they  were  most  interested.  The  remaining  time  of 
the  Institute  was  devoted  to  hearing  and  discussing  papers  or  lessons 
on  the  following  subjects,  viz. : — 

!•  Lesson  on  Reading Miss  Annie  M.  Kinney. 

2.  Lesson—^'  The  Princess  " Prin.  A.  W.  L.  Smith. 

3.  School-room  Ethics Miss  Primrose  Elliott* 

4.  A  Lesson  in  Chemistry Prin.  G.  P.  Morse. 

6.  The  Teaching  of  Chemistry < Prin.  J.  S.  Layton. 

6.  Lesson — **  Respiration  of  Plants  and  Animals  " 

Mr.  John  Brittain. 

7.  Lesson — Difference  in  Length  of  Day  and  Night — 

Miss  Helen  M.  EirL 

8.  The  Value  of  Nature  Study  in  the  School  Room — 

Miss  Laura  L.  Marchant. 

9.  Lesson  on  Fishing  Industry  of  Nova  Scotia. .  .Mr.  A.  D.  Foster. 

An  interesting  and  profitxiblc  public  meeting  was  held  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  first  day  of  meeting,  at  which  addresses  were  delivered  by 
Dr.  MacKay,  the  Superintendent  of  Education;  Prof.  Robert^n; 
Rev.  J.  J.  Sullivan,  Special  Visitor;  Principal  Soloan;  Mr.  John 
Brittain  and  Rev.  Principal  Amirault.  As  a  more  extended  notice 
of  the  meetings  of  the  Institute  will  be  published  in  the  Annual 
Report,  further  comment  is  unnecessary  in  this  connection. 

Arbor  Day  and  Empire  Day  proceedings  were  not  so  generally 
reported  as  last  year.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  these  days  were 
a])propriat(^ly  obser^'cd  mi  many  of  the  schools.  In  cases  reported 
the  exercises  must  have  been  beneficial  to  all  concerned. 

The  County  Academies  at  Annapolis,  Digby  and  Clare  were  in 
charge  of  Principals  Smith,^  Layton  and  Amirault  re^i^pectively.  Good 
work  was  done  in  all  these  Academies.  The  great  amount  of  High 
School  work  done  in  some  of  the  High  Schools  of  this  Division — • 
particularly  at  Middleton,  Lawrencetown,  Paradise,  Bridgetown, 
Round  Hill,  Clementsport  and  Bear  River  in  Annapolis  County,  and 
at  Brighton,  Weymouth,  Weymouth  Bridge,  Freeport  and  Westport 
in  Dighy  County,  interferes  materially  with  the  attendance  of  Hi{^ 
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School  pupik  from  outside  aectious,  at  Aimapolis  and  Digby  Acade- 
mies especially,  and  confines  the  work  of  those  two  institutions  vary- 
largely  to  local  pupils,  (^'lare  Academy,  however,  derives  its  attend- 
ance very  largely  from  French  communities  outside  of  Church  Point 
Section,  in  which  it  is  located.  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  better 
provision  baa  been  made  for  the  female  pupils  at  this  Academy,  and 
that  they  are  now  receiving  much  hotter  advantages  than  formerly. 
It  is  hoped  that  the  results  of  the  Provincial  Examinations  will  show- 
that  they  are  now  placed  on  an  equality  with  those  of  the  other  sex. 


B>:An  RtvEK  Prn 
(The  result  iif  tlie  Consolidntioi 


t>  Schiiol  Secliniis.) 


Two  "  permissive  licenaes  "  were  issued  during  the  year  under 
the  recent  Kegiilation  authorizing  the  issue  of  siich  licenses  for  tha 
first  half  of  the  year  to  persons  holding  Scholarship  Certificates  of 
Grade  X,,  on  condition  that  they  attend  the  Normal  School  during 
the  last  half  of  the  year.  These  two  persons  complied  with  the  con- 
dition named,  and  in  consequence  they  are  now  holders  of  regular 
Class  0  licenses 

Two  Mechanic  Science  Schools  were  in  operation  during  the  year 
■ — one  at  Annapolis  Boyal,  in  chai^  of  Mr.  Qerald  A.  Boate,  and  the- 
other  at  Middleton,  in  charge  of  Mr.  Reginald  W.  Bent.  A  deef» 
interest  in  the  work  was  manifested  by  the  pupils  of  each  school.     S» 
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far  as  my  limited  knowledge  of  the  subject  will  permit  me  to  judge, 
1  should  say  that  it  was  successfully  taught  by  both  teachers  above 
jiamed. 

In  former  reports  I  have  recommended  that  the  Journal  of  Edu- 
4:aUon  be  mailed  to  teachers^  with  directions  to  preser^'e  the  same  in. 
the  school  room  for  the  use  of  trustees  and  teachers.  The  Journal  is 
of  much  more  value  to  teachers  than  to  tnistees.  Sometimes  weeks 
«lapse  after  its  publication  before  teachers  see  it,  and  in  some  cases 
they  miss  seeing  it  entirely.  If  some  arrangement  could  be  made  to 
furnish  each  teacher  with  a  copy,  it  would  be  appreciated. 

The  Monthly  Roixjrts  made  throughout  the  year,  and  the 
Abstracts  and  Tables  of  Statistics  forwarded  herewith,  make  a  longer 
written  report  imnecessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

L.    S.    Morse. 
A.  II.  MacKay,  Esq.,  LL.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 


Division   No.   5.— HANTS  AND  KINGS. 

Colin  W.   Rowcoe^  M.  A.,  Inspector, 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
schools  in  Inspectorial  Division  No.  5,  fc>r  the  year  ended  July,  1904. 

Ten  sections  had  no  school  for  any  part  of  the  year.  They  were 
Pine  Woods,  North  River,  Mountain  Home,  and  Dalhousie  Koad,  in 
Kings  County;  and  Green  Hill,  Mount  Summerville,  Lower  Nine 
Mile  River,  Georgefield,  and  Grand  Lake,  in  Hants  County.  Four 
-of  these  have  no  school  houses.  Two  have  not  children  for  a  school. 
Six  of  them  could  have  had  schools  but  for  the  indifference  of  the 
trustees.  This  neglect  is  almost  criminal,  and  trustees  should  be 
punished  for  it.  It  is  a  question  whether  the  inspector  has  not  done 
injustice  to  these  sections  by  not  complaining  of  the  trustees  and 
having  them  fined  for  neglect  of  duty.  The  matter  is  now  under 
consideration,  and  it  may  be  found  necessary  for  the  inspector  or 
«ome  commissioner  or  ratepayer  to  enter  a  complaint  in  the  interests 
■of  the  children,  and  enforce  a  school.  As  these  sections  are  dealt 
witJi  under  the  heading:  of  "  Statistics  of  Sections  without  Schools  ", 
I  need  not  say  more  of  them  here. 
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There  are  several  small  sections,  some  of  them  having  a  large 
amount  of  assessable  property,  which  were  created  from  twenty-five 
to  thirty-five  years  ago  by  the  division  of  one  section  of  fair  size  into 
two  small  sections.     That  seemed  to  be  the  thought  of  the  people,  and 
the  Commissioners  were  petitioned  to  make  small  sections,  and  they 
did  it.     By  experience  it  has  been  discovered    that   better    school 
privileges  can  be  provided  in  the  large   than  in  the  small  sections. 
During  all  the  time  since  the  division,  miscellaneous  schools  have  been 
kept  up,  often  in  a  weak  condition,  where  good  graded  schools  of 
two  departments  might  have  been  maintained,  much  to  the  advantage 
of  all  concerned.     These  small  sections  built  school  houses  and  estab- 
lished a  school  plant  that  they  seem  unwilling  to  have  disturbed. 
The  question  arises,  how  far  this  opinion  shall  be  allowed  to  influence 
the  School  Boards  in  fixing  the  boimds  of  sec*tions  in  future  ?  And  to 
what  extent  the  V,  P.  I.  will  be  justified  in  continuing  grants  to  these 
weak  schools,  when  by  restoring  the  original  bounds  better  schools  at 
less  cost  can  be  provided  ?     Can  grants  be  consistently  given  to  these 
small  schools  when  so  many  large  and  poor  sections  are  suffering  for 
"Want  of  funds?     I  think  it  well  to  report  these  case^  in  order  that 
you  may  imderstand  the  state  of  the  case  more  fully.     Grand  Pre 
was  divided  into  Grand  Pre  and  llorton  Landing  sections  twenty- 
Beven  years  ago.     Two  pretty  good  miscellaneous  schools  have  been 
maintained  regularly  since  then.     Two  school  houses  have  been  built, 
and  equipped  in  a  fair  degree.     These  sections,  combined,  possess 
$200,000  of  rateable  property,  and  are  so  situated  that  a  school  house 
in  the  centre  of  them  would  not  be  more  than  one  and  a  quarter  miles 
from  any  one  now  of  suitable  age  to  attend  school.     There  seems  no 
justification  for  these  sections  to  continue  in  their  present  state,  and 
yet  they  are  likely  to  do  so,  unless  .forced  to  unite.     At  a  public  meet- 
ing to  discuss  the  matter  a  majority  of  those  present  voted  for  union. 
If  the«^e  sections  should  be  united,  Long  Island  section    might    be 
brought  in.     To  do  so  it  would  be  necessary  to  make  provision  to 
convey  a  few  pupils  to  school.     They  are  from  two  to  two  and  a  half 
miles  from  where  the  school  ought  to  be. 

Hantsport  oneo  contained  what  is  now  called  Hants  Border 
section,  and  was  dividend  more  than  thirty  years  ago.  The  two  have 
over -$000,000  pri>pi'rty,  and  can  be  united  without  need  of  convey- 
anc(>  to  the  town  scIkmjI.  To  this  one  or  two  more  sections  might 
easilv  be  added. 

Scott's  Bay  was  divided  into  Xorth  an<l  South  Scott's  Bay 
sections  soon  after  the  ^'  New  School  Law  "  came  into  existence.  Two 
schools  have  been  maintained  since  that  time.  The  people  have 
removed  from  the  }dace  till  now  the  combined  average  attendance  of 
the  schools  was  last  year  only  33.  If  they  were  united,  a  few  pupils 
would  have  to  be  brought  in  from  the  extreme  wings.  One  teacher 
can  teach  the  whole  school. 
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Aifother  case  is  New  Minas  and  Highbury;  and  still  another  is 
Pleasant  View  and  Chipman  Brook.  There  are  a  few  others,  but 
these  will  serve  as  samples  of  what  ought  to  be  done  in  the  matter  of 
consolidation.  Justice  to  other  sections  would  seem  to  point  to  the 
withdrawal  of  grants,  either  in  whole  or  part,  from  these,  until  they 
combine  and  put  their  schools  in  a  condition  to  do  the  most  effective 
work.  Much  of  the  teachers'  time  and  much  of  the  sections'  monev, 
as  well  as  Government  grants,  are  frittered  away  because  these 
sections  are  not  united. 

School  libraries  have  been  procured  and  got  ready  for  distri- 
bution in  several  sections.  The  money  to  procure  them  was  raised, 
in  the  main,  by  holding  school  entertainments  and  by  the  contri- 
butions of  friends.  In  many  cases  the  money  was  not  in  hand  to 
purchase  the  books  till  near  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  number  of 
circulations  to  secure  the  grants  was  not  made,  so  some  reserv^eJ 
their  reports  till  next  year.  From  the  School  Land  Fund  of  Com- 
wallis  grants  of  $10  were  made  to  each  section  in  the  township  that 
would  raise  at  least  $10  more  and  establish  a  library  for  the  school. 
The  grant  of  $10  will  bo  held  open  to  the  schools  of  Comwallis  for 
another  year,  and  all  will  be  encouraged  to  provide  at  least  the  $20 
library. 

I  shall  now  refer  to  a  few  defects  that  came  to  my  notice  during 
the  year.  In  the  grading  examinations,  while  teachers  have  been 
given  to  understand,  through  the  Educational  Journal,  that  no  formal 
or  set  examination  is  required  to  advance  pupils  from  one  grade  to 
another,  some  still  practise  the  p\an  of  written  examinations,  and 
hold  very  young  pupils  to  the  test  of  making  50j^  at  least  on  their 
papers,  or  not  allow  them  to  pass.  For  pupils  in  Grade  III  who  are 
preparing  for  Grade  IV,  papers  are  set  in  spelling,  arithmetic  and 
language.  This  is  a  strain  upon  the  little  ones  which  I  cannot  con- 
demn in  too  strong  terms.  I  would  have  the  teacher  who  holds  to 
such  a  course  denied  the  privih^ge  of  teaching  in  any  of  the  schools. 
I  do  not  want  any  A\Titt.ou  test  given  till  Grade  VII  is  reached,  and 
then  in  the  most  simple  form. 

I  am  of  oy)inicm  that  the  Principal  should  l)e  given  time  to  visit 
each  department  of  his  school  often  enough  to  se^  what  pupils  can  do, 
and  then  upon  that  knowledge,  and  u])on  the  report  of  the  teacher  of 
the  ordinary  work  done  during  tlie  term,  the  grading  should  be  done. 
No  formal  examination  is  needed  or  required  for  young  pupils. 

A  second  defect  met  with  is  the  enforcing  of  home  lessons  upon 
young  children.  I  have  had  my  attention  called  to  a  few  cases  of 
giving  home  lessons  to  pupils  of  the  elementary  grades,  and  then 
punishmg  them  because  they  missed,  through  fear  of  punishment,  a 
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word  or  two  of  spelling,  or  some  other  lesson.  I  want  to  express  my 
strong  conviction  that  no  home  lessons  be  given  until  pupils  enter 
Grade  VII,  unless  in  a  form  to  review  some  work  taught  by  the 
teacher  first  in  the  school,  and  punishment  for  non-prepared  lessons 
is  not  to  be  thought  of.  If  the  teacher  cannot  make  the  work  so  inter- 
esting and  attractive  for  the  young  pupils  that  they  will  desire  to  da  . 
it  without  driving,  it  may  be  concluded  that  she  is  not  fit  for  the  post 
of  teacher.  A  teacher  who  practices  giving  home  lessons  to  young 
pupils,  and  punishing  them  because  they  are  not  learned,  should  be 
turned  down  by  ofiicials  and  parents.  No  wonder  parents  who  send 
to  such  schools  say,  "  We  pay  teachers  to  teach  our  children,  and 
they  send  them  home  to  be  taught,  and  hear  the  lessons  we 
have  taught  them."  Children  of  the  primary  grades  need  all  the 
pure  air  and  freedom  out  of  schocj  possible.  Four  to  five  hours  is 
long  enough  to  tax  them  with  any  kind  of  school  work.  If  teachers 
use  their  time  properly  in  school,  pupils  learn  more  than  they  will  if 
taxed  wath  lessons  at  home,  and  their  physical  comfort  will  be 
secured. 

Teachers  should  have  a  time  table  posted  up  in  their  school-rooms, 
so  that  both  teacher  and  pupils  may  use  it  as  guide.  The  teacher 
should,  at  the  opening  of  her  school,  make  a  study  of  its  condition, 
and  at  the  end  of  a  day  or  two  be  prepared  to  put  up  a  time  table 
which  mav  need  to  be  modified  somewhat  from  time  to  time  to  fit  the 
school.  If  the  school  is  graded  the  matter  is  easy.  If  the  depart- 
ment consists  of  but  one  grade,  it  is  the  easiest  kind  of  school  to  pro- 
vide a  good  time  table  for.  The  time  table  must  be  made,  and  must 
be  followed  if  good,  successful  w^ork  is  to  be  done.  In  too  many 
schools  the  Inspector  receives  an  excuse  for  the  absence  or  imperfect 
condition  of  the  time  table.  The  fact  is  the  teacher  is  not  doing  her 
duty,  and  the  time  table,  or  the  absence  of  one,  tells  the  tale.  Too 
frequently  some  subject  is  not  taught  because  no  provision  is  made 
for  it  on  a  well  prepared  time  table.  To  remedy  this  defect  let  the 
grant  be  cancelled  for  the  time  the  school  is  conducted  without  a  time 
table.  Xo  teacher  must  be  allowed  to  disregard  the  plain  require- 
ments of  the  school  law.  This  is  of  too  much  importance  to  be  passed 
over  slightly.  I  am  pleased  that  these  defects  are  not  to  be  met  with 
in  many  schools. 

The  teachers  of  this  Division  did  not  hold  a  general  Institute 
during  the  past  year ;  but  the  teachers  of  Berwick  and  vicinity,  within 
the  radius  of  five  or  six  miles,  formed  an  association,  and  hold  meet- 
ings regularly  throughout  the  year.  At  these  meetings  papers  were 
read  and  topics  discussed.  A  good  interest  was  created  and  itlain- 
tained  through  the  year.  These  meetings,  which  were  of  great  profit 
and  advantage  to  all  who  attended  them,  were  brought  to  a  close  by  a 
public  meeting  of  five  hundred  people,  addressed  by  Dr.  A.  H. 
MacKay,  Superintendent  of  Education ;  Dx.  tt^W,  oi  ^^  "^ot^s^aN. 
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School;  Principal  McGill,  of  the  Consolidated  School;  Principal 
Kobinson,  of  Kentville  Academy,  and  the  Inspector  of  Schools  for  the 
Division.  Ideal  Institute  work  was  done  by  the  teachers  of  this 
locality.  These  meetings  were  so  informal,  and  the  discussions  so 
free,  that  very  preat  profit  was  derived  by  all  the  members  of  the 
association.  Several  associations  in  each  Inspectorate  can  be  main- 
tained, and  the  general  Institute  held  as  a  conclusion  of  the  year's 
work.  Wherever  five  teachers  can  be  got  together  there  ought  to  be 
regular  teachers'  meetings  held.  In  such  towns  as  Kentville, 
Windsor,  Canning,  Berwick,  Maitland,  or  Wolfville,  a  good  associ- 
ation can  be  formed.  At  the  end  of  the  year  these  should  report  to 
the  general  Institute,  and  it  again  to  the  Provincial  Association. 

Kentville,  W'indsor,  and  Wolfville  had  Mechanic  Science,  and 
Domestic  Science  schools  throughout  the  year.  I  visited  all  these 
schools  once  alone,  and  Kentville  and  Wolfville  in  company  with 
Supervisor  Kidner.  He  seemed  to  emphasize  the  educational  side  of 
the  work.  This  is  all  right,  but  it  seems  to  me  equal  attention  should 
be  given  to  the  practical  side.  To  be  able  to  distinguish  the  various 
kinds  of  woods  and  trees,  to  understand  how  tliey  grow  and  how  to 
season  them,  to  be  able  to  make  a  good  draft  of  something  to  be  con- 
structed, etc.,  etc.,  are  all  well;  but  to  do  the  mechanical  part  of  con- 
structing sometliing  useful  out  of  this  wood  is  of  equal  importance. 
How  to  sharpen  tools  and  use  them  so  as  to  produce  a  clean,  neat  piece 
of  work,  making  good  joints,  etc.,  is  what  the  practical  man  wants 
after  all.  To  teach  this  the  tencher  must  be  able  to  do  it  himself. 
The  samples  of  the  Domestic  Science  department's  work  were  very 
satisfactory. 

Arbor  and  Empire  days  were  observed  pretty  generally  in  the 
schools.  Sometimes  the  public  examination  was  held  on  Empire 
Day,  and  then  recitations,  songs,  and  many  of  the  lessons  had  refer- 
ence to  the  day.  Thc^  room  on  such  occasions  was  trimmed  with  flags, 
and  the  school  flag  floated  from  the  flag-staflF.  x\ddresses  by  visitors 
had  a  patriotic  ring,  and  everycme's  impressions  of  the  vastness  of 
the  Empire  on  which  the  sun  n(»vor  sets  were  deepened.  Many  inter- 
esting reports  and  progi'amnies  of  these  celebrations  have  been 
received. 

About  fifty  of  the  Phonological  Observation  slips,  well  filled,  have 
been  received,  ifost  of  these  indicate  a  care  and  interest  on  the  part 
of  the  teacher  and  pu]>ils  that  is  praiseworthy.  This  work,  which  is 
the  foundation  of  all  Xature  work,  and  so  necessary  in  the  training 
of  the  young  mind,  ought  to  be  undertaken  by  all  teachers.  Those 
who  do  it  are  usually  ready  and  willing  to  teach  a  ^Nature  lesson  when 
called  upon  for  it,  while  those  who  do  not  do  it  almost  always  have 
the  excuse  that  they  have  not  l^egim  Xature  lessons  yet,  which  means 
that  little  may  be  expected  along  that  line. 
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I  have  to  report  247  schools,  261  teachers,  9,355  pupils,  and 
1,012,224  days'  attendance  for  the  vear.  The  teachers  were  classed 
as  follows:  A,  8;  B,  68;  C,  103 ;*D,  82.  Male,  18;  female,  243. 
Total,  261. 

i 

The  Common  Schools  have  done  pretty  good  work  on  the  whole- 
They  are  hampered  by  having  too  much  to  do.  Sometimes  two  or 
three  grades  of  High  School  pupils  are  to  be  taught,  in  addition  to  all 
the  Common  School  grades.  This  state  of  things  discourages  some 
teachers,  and  they  do  not  do  as  well  as  they  might  by  the  best  classi- 
fication of  their  schools  for  doing  the  work  needed  to  be  done.  Some 
teachers  are  stimulated  and  rise  to  the  occasion  and  do  marvellous 
things.  In  the  first  place  they  classify  and  combine  grades  so  that 
the  most  and  best  work  can  be  done  in  the  time  at  their  disposal. 
Then  they  prepare  their  work  most  thoroughly  at  home,  and  when 
they  come  before  their  classes  they  lose  no  time.  They  teach  only 
where  it  is  needed ;  they  instnict  their  pupils  how  to  work  and  how 
to  get  along  with  the  least  help.  This  course  sometimes  proves  an 
advantage.  I  have  sometimes  been  agreeably  surprised  to  find  each 
grade  in  such  a  scliool  making  progress  and  doing  full  grade  work  in 
a  year;  when  some,  who  have  a  one  grade  school,  say  they  cannot 
overtake  the  work.  The  one  knows  how,  and  the  other  does  not.  It 
is  not  an  uncommon  thing  to  find  a  teacher  preparing  several  grades 
to  pass  the  grading  examination  well,  and  to  find  another- having  one 
or  two  grades,  failing. 

Windsor  Academy,  under  Principal  John  A.  Smith,  has  grown 
so  that  a  Second  Class  A  teacher.  Miss  Antoinette  Forbes,  was  em- 
ployed. The  attendance  was  such  as  to  secure  the  Academic  and 
Superior  grants  to  both  A  teachers,  and  to  the  town.  The  Common 
School  grades  connected  with  and  graded  into  the  Academy,  when 
they  pass  through  Grade  VIII,  are  thoroughly  graded  and  taught. 
As  a  rule,  the  pupils  from  this  Academy  make  an  excellent  showing 
at  the  Provincial  Examination.  There  are  twelve  departments  in 
the  school,  and  another  will  be  created  at  the  opening  of  the  school 

Kentville  has  just  completed  its  first  year  under  Principal  Robin- 
son. Gk)od  progress  has  been  made.  Three  Class  A.  teachers  are 
employed  in  the  Academy  and  five  teachers  in  the  Common  School 
grades.  There  will  be  another  added  next  year.  A  new  room  will 
be  provided  and  extensive  repairs  made  during  the  summer  vacation. 
To  the  County  Academies  and  High  Schools  all  the  High  School 
grades  should  be  encouraged  to  go. 

The  advanced  department  of  Wolfville  High  School,  under  Prin- 
cipal R.  W.  Pord,  made  an  average  attendance  of  36.7  for  the  past 
year.     Miss  Etta  J.  Yuill,  B.  A.,  who  has  charge  of  Grade  VIII  in 


102  REPORTS    OF     INSPECTORS. 


the  school,  teaches  pupils  in  the  High  School  Department  for  a  por- 
tion of  each  day.  Also  Botany  and  Agriculture  for  the  grades 
requiring  it  are  taught  by  the  Horticultural  School.  From  this 
<Jombination  a  very  efficient  High  School  is  the  result.  There  will  be 
another  teacher,  making  seven,  in  this  school  next  year. 

Mr.  Shields  sustains  the  interest  and  efficiency  of  the  Hantsport 
School.  Some  repairs  and  improvements  are  to  be  made  during  the 
vacation.  The  matter  of  consolidating  Hants  Border  and  Mount 
Denson  Sections  with  Hantsport  is  under  consideration. 

Canning  will  mahe  a  change  in  Principals.  Mr.  Guy  Mitchell 
is  to  take  the  place  of  Mr.  Bustin,  who  goes  to  Bridgetown.  At 
annual  meeting,  $1,800  was  voted  to  enlarge  and  improve  the  accom- 
modation, and  it  is  being  done  during  the  holidays. 

Berwick  had  a  good  year  with  Mr.  J.  Willis  Margeson  as  prin- 
cipal.    The  premises  have  been  renewed  and  improved. 

Maitland  had  as  principal  Miss  Lucy  A.  Lowe,  Class  A.  Besides 
the  excellent  work  done  in  the  school-room,  a  school  garden  was  pre- 
pared, seeds  planted,  and  made  to  contribute  to  the  interest  and  profit 
of  the  work  done  in  the  school-room. 

To  this  list  of  graded  schools  several  others  might  l)e  added 
which  have  done  work  of  an  excellent  character.  But  space  fails  for 
me  to  report  fully  upon  all  or  to  say  what  the  schools  merit. 

The  schools  are  adding  something  annually  to  the  articles  of 
apparatus  needed  for  the  school.  In  many  cases,  at  my  second  visit 
I  leave  a  memo  of  what  is  most  needed  in  the,  matters  of  rp]>airs  and 
equipment.  These  arc  to  be  provided  for  at  the  annunl  school  meet- 
ing. Some  agents  have  run  through  the  country  with  cheap  maps 
and  charts,  and  trustees  have  paid  more  money  for  those  than  would 
have  Ix^en  paid  for  what  was  needed.  And  some  of  the  booksellers  of 
the  Province  have  sold  old,  out-of-date  maps  to  trustees,  which  are 
worse  than  useless,  ^laps  of  British  America  and  incorrect  maps  of 
Canada  have  been  sold  for  maps  of  Dominion  of  Canada,  from  which 
pupils  get  incorrect  impressions  of  the  countr\\  T  have  found  good 
drawings  of  the  incorrect  maps  made  by  the  pu])ils.  As  much  as  I 
want  pupils  to  learn  geographv  by  drawing  maps,  I  would  prefer  to 
have  none  at  all  than  to  have  incorrect  ones. 

A  new  school  house  has  been  built  in  T^orthfield,  East  Hants.  A 
hot  air  furnace  is  used  for  heating.  The  school  house  in  Weston  has 
been  enlarged,  and  another  room  provided  suitable  for  a  class  room 
or  graded  school.  Centreville  has  also  ^nlarsced,  raided  the  c^ilini?, 
provided  a  class  room,  and  much  improved  the  house.     East  Hall's 
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Harbor  is  building.  Canning  is  enlarging  the  house  to  provide  better 
school  accommodation.  South  Berwick  will  grade  its  school  next 
year,  and  therefore  must  provide  more  and  better  accommodation. 

There  is  improvement  of  a  permanent  character  in  school  build- 
ings and  furnishings  all  along  the  line.  The  school  grounds,  too,  are 
being  improved,  but  I  am  sorry  to  report  so  little  progress  in  this 
direction.  A  little  interest,  some  work  witli  plough  and  harrow  and 
roller,  with  a  good  pair  of  horses  attached,  would  in  a  short  time 
make  beautiful  spots  of  all  the  grounds.  If  the  sections  would  mani- 
fest some  interest,  the  teachers  and  pupils  would  soon  imitate  their 
example,  and  the  grounds  would  be  made  attractive. 

I  will  conclude  this  report  by  giving  a  few  bald  facts  that  will 
speak  for  themselves: 

1.  Of  the  261  teacliers  employed,  18  only  were  males. 

2.  124  teachers  held  Normal  School  diplomas. 

3.  77  schools  were  in  session  the  full  term  of  215  days,  and  139 
others  over  200  days. 

4.  The  average  number  of  days  all  schools  were  in  session  was 
203.4. 

The  average  rate  of  salary  from  the  section  for  teachers  was  for 
Class  D,  female,  $114.78 ;  C,'$155.80 ;  B,  $183.30,  and  for  Class  D., 
maK  S120.00;  C,  $116.21  B,  $228.98. 

This  report  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Colin   W.   Roscoe. 
To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  LL.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 


Division   Xo.    6.— ANTIGONISH  AND  GUYSBORO. 

A.   G.   MacDonald,   M.A.,   Inspector, 

SiR^ — I  iiave  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the 
schools  of  Division  No.  6,  comprising  the  counties  of  xVntigonish  and 
Guysboro,  for  the  school  year  ending  July,  1904. 

I  shall  not  encumber  this  report  with  any  extensive  repetition  of 
the. exhaustive  educational  statistics  already  sent  you;  and  as  they 
will  appear  in  your  Annual  Report,  they  will  be  easily  accessible  to 
the  general  public. 
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In  tlie  matter  of  new  school  houses,  and  improvenienta  in  old  ones, 
the  past  jenr  was  one  of  uniisuftl  activity. 

In  the  district  of  AnUgonlsh:  Two  new  schoid  hnn?03,  one  in 
Fairmont,  Xi>,  05,  mid  >mc  at  Cjukt  Glen  Rimd,  No.  40,  wen.-  Imilt^ 
equipped,  and  made  n>a<Iv  in  every  way  for  school  wtirk.  They  are 
vastly  superior  in  ever\.  respect  to  tlieir  predecessors.  Our  jxviple 
are  licginning  to  feel  that  (he  joint  effort  of  the  ratepayers  of 
a  Bet^tion,  in  i)roviiling  a  biiildinf;  in  wliich  the  pnpils  of  the  i^ection 
are  taught  tivo  days  of  the  week,  should  result  in  sometliing  better 
than  the  merest  variation  on  the  old  log  si.di04>I  house  of  tlie  pioneer 
settlers.  They  are  becoming  tonviuced  that  the  intelligence  and  pro- 
gressive spirit  of  a  eommnuity  find  a  truer  expression  in  a  g<Jod  and 
well  furnished  si-hool  Imusc,  nither  than  in  extravagantly  costly  dwell- 
ing houses,  or  in  ihe  l.iest  ap]H>iuted  farm  buildings. 

Extensive  rejiairs  and  improvements  were  made  in  the  school 
honses  of  Lakevale.  West  Lnkevale,  S'mfh  Side  Cape  George,  Bay- 
field, New  France,  Caledonia  Mills  and  Saltsprlngs. 


gjtfj 

1 

p  _I-^-  -^  ■  ■■'■  '♦■■^^■■l 

GOLDRUKII  SCHIM>L,   (irVaBOHO    CoL'MT. 

Opened  l«h  Ki-bruary.  IflOL 

In  the  district  of  Guysboro:  The  handsome  hiiilding  erected  at 
Goldboro  was  the  most  n(ttahle  event  in  the  line  of  new  school  houses 
during  the  year.  I  send  yon  an  indifferent  photographic  sketch  of 
it,  which  T  would  like  to  have  reproduced  in  connection  with  this 
report.  During  iny  visit  in  the  spring  of  190-3,  I  found  fhe  two- 
department  school  tlicn  in  use  altogether  too  crowded,  and  otherwise 
unsuitable  for  satisfactory  work.  I  made  certain  recommendations 
to  the  energetic  an<I  capable  Secretary  of  Trustees,  W,  H.  Giffen, 
Esq.,  with  the  result  that  provision  was  made  for  a  new  building  at 
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the  next  annual  meeting.     Eight  months  afterwards  the  building  was 
completed  and  ready  for  use. 

The  building  is  a  two-story  one,  containing  four  large  class-rooms, 
with  necessary  cloak-rooms,  and  with  a  large,  well-lighted  basement. 
The  staff  as  yet  consists  of  but  three  teachers,  Thos.  G.  Cameron, 
Esq.,  being  its  efficient  and  painstaking  principal.     The  spare  room 
will  continue  for  some  years  to  be  used  for  school  collections  and  for 
laboratory  work.     Built  on  a  fine,  elevated  and  spacious  lot,  the 
building  commands  a  beautiful  view  of  the  entrance  from  the  Atlantic 
to  Country  Harbor  and  Isaac's  Harbor.     The  building  was  formally 
opened  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  February.     An  elaborate  programme 
was  prepared,  and  the  exercises  begun  in  the  school  building   in  the 
afternoon,  Avere  continued  in  the  hall  in  the  evening.     The  reci- 
tations and  dialogues  of  the  children  were  all  in  excellent  taste  and 
were  well  rendered.     The  oj^ning  address  was  by  Captain  S.  R. 
Giffen,  a  prominent  merchant  of  Goldboro,  on  behalf  of  the  Trustees 
and  Section.     The  local  clergy,  C.  F.  Andrews,  Esq.,  Isaac's  Harbor, 
Dr.  Churchill,  J.  H.  Sinclair,  Esq.,  barrister,  the  School  Inspector 
and  others  made  suitable  addresses.     The  musical  part  of  the  pro- 
gramme was  placed  in  the  capable  charge  of  Miss  Lucille  McLellan, 
now  Mrs.  (Eev.)  A.  J.  Maeaonald,  Bridgett^^Mi,  Annapolis  County. 
Captain  Giffen  gave  a  very  interesting  historical  sketch  of  the  school 
houses  and  schools  of  the  section.     Space  forbids  me  to  make  more 
than  a  mere  reference  to  it.     I  would  be  glad,  however,  to  know  that 
it  was  preserved,  in  its  entirety,  in  the  archives  of  the  section. 

The  first  school  house  in  the  section,  a  small  log  one,  was  built  in 
1854,  on  Richardson's  Point.  Five  years  lat^r  a  frame  school  house, 
boarded  up  and  down  and  battened,  was  built  on  a  site  a  little  south 
of  the  discarded  log  one.  This  one  was  superseded  in  1867  by  a  third 
school  house,  thirtv  feet  bv  twentv,  and  w^as  built  on  a  site  near  the 
present  Baptist  Church.  It  was  shingled  outside  and  plastered  in- 
side. After  serving  the  section  for  twenty  years  it  was  accidentally 
destroyed  by  fire.  The  same  year  the  fourth  school  house  was 
erected,  some  little  distance  south  of  the  present  Odd  Fellows'  Hall^ 
but  as  the  population  had  in  the  meantime  rapidly  grown,  in  conse- 
quence of  operating  the  rich  gold  mines  situated  in  the  section,  the 
building  was  made  a  two-department  one.  The  present  one,  the  fifth 
since  1864,  was  built  last  year  to  meet  the  growing  needs  of  the 
section,  and  to  be  a  creditable  monument  to  the  prosperity  and  intel- 
ligence of  the  people  of  Goldboro. 

Lower  New  Harbour  also  conducted  school  for  the  first  time  in  a 
handsome  and  well  furnished  new  building.  I  am  glad  to  be  able 
to  say  that  the  building  of  this  school  house  has,  happily,  put  an  end 
to  a  very  anomalous  and  a  very  undesirable  state  of  affairs  in  the 
interesting  settlement  of  New  Harbour.     One  of  the  prettiest  arm» 
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of  the  Atlantic  in  Nova  Scotia,  running  inland  seven  or  eight  miles, 
and  fairly  thickly  inhabited  on  either  side,  this  settlement,  up  to  two 
jrears  ago,  formed  but  one  section,  with  no  less  than  three  different 
school  houses,  one  on  either  side  of  the  arm,  about  midway  between 
its  head  and  mouth,  and  one  on  the  sea  coast  near  the  entrance.  The 
teacher,  thus  forced  to  pursue  a  kind  of  nomadic  life,  taught  a  portion 
of  the  year  in  each  school  house,  according  to  conventions,  which  had 
become  customary  in  the  section.  The  consequence  was  that  no  child 
could  attend  school  more  than  half  the  year,  and  very  few  could  even 
do  this.  The  building  of  a  bridge  at  a  favorable  point  about  four 
miles  from  the  entrance  some  years  ago,  and  of  another,  two  years 
ago,  at  the  mouth,  encouraged  me  to  make  the  recommendation  to  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  that  the  original  sectioti  be  divided  into  two 
sections.  The  Board,  having  acquiesced  in  my  proposition,  and  other 
difficulties  having  been  overcome,  the  settlement  is  now  placed  on  a 
proper  educational  basis,  with  a  school  house  in  the  vicinity  of  either 
bridge. 

Hazel  Hill  section  had  a  graded  school  of  tliree  departments 
instead  of  two,  as  in  years  previous.  With  Mr.  Bruce  in  the 
advanced.  Miss  Barss  in  the  intermediate,  and  Miss  Edith  Patter- 
son in  the  primary,  this  school  became  an  ideal  graded  one. 

Pirate  Harbour  enjoyed,  during  the  year,  for  the  first  time,  a 
graded  school  of  two  departments.  Few  sections  in  Nova  Scotia 
exhibited  a  more  generous  spirit  than  this  one  in  making  suitable 
provision  for  its  rapidly  increasing  school  population. 

The  sections  of  Couutrv  Harbour  Cross  Roads,  Giant's  Lake  and 
Hast  Roman  Valley  were  among  those  that  made  the  greatest  improve- 
ments to  their  school  houses. 

The  School  Board  of  Guysboro,  at  its  last  meeting,  discussed  at 
some  length  the  condition  of  about  fifteen  children,  of  school-going 
age,  who  live  at  a  place  called  "  The  Junction  ",  or  the  point  where 
the  roads  from  Larry's  River  and  New  Harbour,  respectively,  meet 
on  the  way  to  the  town  of  Guysboro.     It  is  very  isolated,  being  seven 

'  or  eight  miles  distant  from  any  other  settlement.  I  was  given 
authority  by  the  Board  to  tell  these  |>eople  that  if  they  are  willing  to 

! .  bestir  themselves  in  the  matter  of  erecting  a  school  house  and  organiz- 
ing a  school,  that  the  Board  will  give  them  financial  assistance  up  to 
a  certain  amount.  I  called  on  them  and  succeeded  in  getting  them 
to  promise  to  get  the  necessary  scantling   and   boards   put   on    the 

,  grounds.  With  the  co-o]>eration  of  the  Rev.  J.  A.  D'Auteil,  of 
Larry's  River,  who  is  taking  an  active  interest  in  these  people,  I  am 
in  hopes,  before  another  year  passes,  that  substantial  progress  will 
be  made  in  the  matter. 
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In  the  district  of  St.  Mary:  "  Aspen  "  section,  No.  11,  moved 
into  its  new  school  hou^e  at  the  beginning  of  the  year.  The  building 
is  one  of  the  finest  rural  school  houses  in  my  division,  and  is  in  cred- 
itable harmony  with  the  fine  farms  and  dwelling  houses  of  the  pros- 
perous agricultural  district  in  which  it  is  situated. 

A  commodious  and  well-appointed  new  school  house  was  occupied, 
for  the  first  time,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  in  the  thriving  village 
of  Port  Bickerton.  Under  Miss  Florence  Hume,  the  competent 
teacher  in  charge,  a  very  satisfactory  year's  work  was  done  by  the 
bright  and  industrious  children  of  the  section. 

Improvements  and  repairs,  of  more  or  less  costly  character,  were 
effected  in  the  sections  of  Smithfield,  Ecum  Secum  and  Sonora. 

Sherbrooke,  the  shire  town  of  St.  Mary,  cannot  much  longer  do 
justice  to  its  school  population  with  its  present  two-department 
graded  school.  To  relieve  the  congestion  in  the  second  department, 
and  to  make  better  grading  possible,  a  third  department  should  be 
provided.  As  things  are  now,  school  work  cannot  be  made  satis- 
fftctorilv  effective. 

With  regard  to  school  equipments,  I  should  mention  here  that, 
through  the  kindness  of  the  federal  representatives  for  both  counties, 
maps  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada  were  furnished,  free  of  cost,  to 
almost  every  school  in  my  division.  Small  and  inexpensive  globes 
are  being  pretty  generally  procured  for  the  schools,  and  in  a  few 
cases  our  more  enterprising  teachers  have  introduced  the  sand  table 
to  assist  in  the  teaching  of  geography. 

Better  blackboards  are,  from  year  to  year,  becoming  more  appre- 
eiat<?d  in  this  division.  The  old  eight  feet  by  four  spruce  or  hemlock 
surface,  painted  black,  does  not  possess  even  the  merit  of  wearing 
out,  to  make  room  for  a  better  blackboard.  With  a  surface  worn  to 
nerfect  glossiness,  it  still  retains  its  blackish  color,  and  so  fulfils  the 
letter  of  the  law,  though  not  by  any  means  its  spirit.  During  the 
past  year  about  a  dozen  schools  have  provided  themselves  with  an 
excellent  kind  of  blackboard,  known  in  the  market  as  "  hyloplate." 
It  is  not  expensive,  for  it  can  be  procured  from  a  Toronto  firm,  when 
ordered  bv  the  trustees  directly,  at  seventeen  cents  per  square  foot. 

I  am  glad  that  I  can  report  a  change  for  the  better  in  the  salaries 
of  the  0  and  D  female  teachers,  who  constitute  seventy  per  cent,  of 
the  total  teaching  staff  in  my  division. 

The  average  salary  of  female  C  teachers  for  the  year,  in  Anti- 
gonish  County,  was  $221.04,  as  compared  to  $205.65  the  previous 
year.  In  Guysboro  County  the  corresponding  figures  are  $238.62 
and  $212.44.  ^ 
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The  average  salary  of  female  D  teachers,  for  the  year,  in  Anti- 
gonish  County,  was  $182.73,  and  for  the  previous  year  $157.51.  In 
Guysboro  the  corresponding  figures  were  $184.06  and  $169.13. 

These  increases,  though  not  large,  show  a  healthy  tendency,  and 
I  am  convinced  that  the  current  year  will  show  that  the  tendency  is 
maintained. 

Of  the  work  done  in  our  schools  I  can  speak,  on  the  whole,  approv- 
ingly. Standards  of  criticism  change.  The  critics  of  to-day  judge 
from  a  point  of  view  quite  different  from  that  of  the  critics  of  a  score 
of  years  ago.  The  poor  monotonous,  expressionless  reading  of  chil- 
dren in  the  lower  grades  in  the  years  gone  by  is,  generally  speaking,  a 
thing  of  the  past. 

In  the  subject  of  Arithmetic  there  is  also  a  distinct  improvement 
The  papers  set  in  this  subject  at  the  July  examinations  for  0  and  D 
candidates  are  more  searching  in  their  character,  and  really  more 
difficult  than  those  set  a  score  of  years  ago  for  B  candidates ;  and  I 
do  not  doubt  that  the  percentage  of  successful  candidates  in  the  sub- 
ject would  be  more  creditable  to  recent  years  than  to  more  remote 
ones. 

Q-eography  is  better  taught  t^-day  than  it  was  some  years  ago. 
The  study  is  becoming  gradually  redeemed  from  the  slavish,  profitlesa 
memofiter  work  of  the  past.  Children  now  attempt  to  discover  for 
themselves  the  effects  of  mountain  ranges,  rivers  and  thermal  con- 
ditions on  the  vegetable  and  animal  kingdoms. 

Writing  is  generally  taught  systematically  and  well  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  The  work  of  the  high  school,  academy  and  college, 
however,  often  develop  a  style  of  writing  that  is  far  from  being  a 
"  thing  of  beauty  and  a  joy  forever." 

The  teaching  staff  for  the  County  of  Antigonish  consistjed  of 
seventy-four  teachers,  seventeen  being  males  and  fifty-seven  females, 
classified  thus : — ^three  A's,  ten  B's,  twenty-three  C's,  and  thirty-eight 
D's. 

In  the  County  of  Guysboro  there  were  eighty-three  teachers  on 
the  whole  staff.  Of  these,  fifteen  were  males  and  sixty-eight  females, 
classified  thus : — two  A's,  ten  B's,  twenty-six  C's,  and  forty-five  D's. 

Among  the  D's  in  both  counties  are  included  thirteen  who  hold 
only  D  Provisional. 

As  experience  is  an  important  factor  in  school  work,  it  may  not 
be  uninteresting  to  mention  that  in  the  two  counties,  taken  together. 
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there  were  twenty-one  teachers  employed  as  such  for  the  first  time, 
the  same  nmnber  was  employed  for  the  second  year,  twenty-five  for 
the  third,  twenty  for  the  fourth,  thirteen  for  the  fifth,  eight  for  the 
sixth,  and  forty-nine  for  periods  varying  from  six  years  up  to  and 
beyond  thirty  years. 

In  Antigonish  County  the  number  of  teachers  holding  a  Normal 
School  diploma  was  twenty-six,  and  in  Guysboro  thirty-three ;  that  is, 
in  either  county,  a  small  fraction  above  one-third. 

With  so  many  untrained  and  inexperienced  teachers  in  charge  of 
so  many  schools,  it  is  needless  to  say  that  much  of  the  work  done  is  of 
a  somewhat  empirical  character.  The  bhmders  of  ages  ago  are  still 
repeated,  and  fair  teaching  proficiency  is  seldom  attained  except  by 
wasteful  experimentation  on  successive  schools  and  classes,  and  by 
.much  profitless  expenditure  of  time  and  energy  in  the  school  room. 
Human  life,  and  particularly  child-life,  is  too  short  to  warrant  the 
rediscovery,  on  the  part  of  every  teacher,  of  pedagogical  principles 
and  methods  which  for  generations  have  been  the  necessary  quali- 
fication and  common  knowledge  of  teachers  occupying  more  advanced 
positions  in  educational  affairs  than  our  own,  To  be  assured  of  this 
fact  one  has  to  be  only  fairly  conversant  with  the  history  and  science 
of  teaching.  A  good  system  of  education  nmst,  first  of  all,  have  for 
its  corner  atone  trained  and  capable  teachers ;  for  the  adage  that  the 
teacher  makes  the  school  is  as  true  as  its  origin  is  inunemorial. 

The  Mechanic  Science  school  of  Antigonish  maintained  its  liigh 
standard  of  excellence  under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  Lyons  during  the 
year.  The  natural  fondness  that  boys  have  for  doing  things  makes 
the  two  hour  weekly  session  in  this  school  the  happiest,  and  perhaps 
the  most  profitable  portion  of  the  week  to  them. 

« 

I  should  like  to  give  a  description  of  the  most  successful  Xornial 
Instituto  that  wiis  held  at  nawkes])urv  during  the  week  beginning 
Septeml)er  26tli,  of  the  current  year,  at  which  about  two  hundred  and 
iifty  teachers  from  this  division  and  from  the  Island  of  Cape  Breton 
assisted,  but  as  an  accoimt  of  it  will  necessarily  form  a  part  of  the 
report  for  the  year  ending  July,  1905,  I  will  forego,  at  present,  any 
further  reference  to  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.   G.   Macdonald. 
To  A.  II.  McKay,  Esq.,  LL.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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The  most  gratifying  feature  of  the  year's  work  was  the  succe^ 
in  the  Fourth  Year  class,  which  is  the  more  notable  when  one  realizes 
that,  with  the  exception  of  the  Icind  assistance  gratuitously  rendered 
by  Miss  Leonard  in  Fourth  Year  English  and  Psychology  and 
French,  the  entire  work  of  the  four  years  course  was  done  by 
Principal  Stewart  and  Mr.  Mcintosh,  who  are  therefore  to  be  con- 
gratulated on  the  remarkable  progress  made.  With  the  aid  of  more 
fully  equipped  laboratories  provided  by  the  School  Board,  Mr. 
Mcintosh  was  enabled  to  do  much  Ix^tter  work,  and  proved  himself  a 
most  excellent  and  valuable  teacher  of  science. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Board  could  not  see  its  way  clear  to 
continue  the  work  in  shorthand,  typewriting,  music  and  painting, 
which  were  special  features  of  this  excellent  school  a  few  years  ago. 
Mechanic  Science,  however,  continued  productive  of  good  results 
among  the  boys,  and  an  extension  of  the  system  to  the  girls  through 
domestic  science  is  hopefully  looked  forward  to. 

The  excellence  of  the  public  schools  of  Sydney  is,  in  a  large 
measure,  due  to  the  experience  and  marked  ability  of  the  teachers, 
and  the  fact  that  they  have  alwavs  worked  with  the  utmost  harmonv. 
That  they  have  been  able  to  smooth  the  difficulties  and  avoid  the  dan- 
gers arising  from  such  a  large  and  rapid  influx  of  pupils,  speaks 
volumes  for  their  tact  and  judghient. 

The  resignation  of  Mr.  John  A.  McKoigan  from  the  principalship 
of  Wliitney  Pier  School  to  t^ke  up  the  Arts  course  at  Dalhousie  Col- 
lege, is  a  distinct  loss  to  the  staff.  He  proved  himself  an  able  and 
energetic  teacher  whose  influence  will  long  continue  to  be  felt. 

Every  department  of  the  city  schools  has  been  furnished  with  the 
best  and  latest  map  of  the  island  of  Capo  Breton.  This  is  a  step  in 
the  right  direction,  calculated  to  foster  the  study  of  home  surround- 
ings and  thus  promote  patriotism.  Tt  would  be  desirable  that  everv 
school  on  the  island  should  be  furnished  with  one  of  these  maps. 

ProWsion  has  been  made  for  a  Crowell  Cabinet  of  physical 
apparatus  for  the  High  School  department  of  the  Convent  of  the  Hoi  v 
Ane:els  which  has,  under  excollent  management  ever  since  its  estab- 
lishment,  been  doing  work  of  recognized  merits 

Did  S])ace  permit,  T  should  like  to  boar  testimony  to  the  excellent 
work  being  done  in  the  other  High  Schools  of  the  Division,  and  with- 
out making  a  distinction  which  may  appear  invidious,  I  might  say 
that  most  of  the  remarks  made  with  reference  to  the  schools  of 
Sydney  mi<>ht,  with  equal  force  and  propriety,  be  applied  to  those  of 
Xorth  Sydney  under  the  principalship  of  Mr.  Creelman  and  the 
direction  of  the  enlightened  sch(X>l  board  of  that  enterprising  town. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  students  pursuing  the 
various  grades  of  the  High  School  course  in  each  of  the  districts  as 
compared  with  kst  year: 

County.  ix  x  xi      xii      Total. 

Cape  Breton,  1904 2l)7  104  25  3   429 

1U03  345   83  19  5   452 


a 


Decrease 


Kichmond,  1904 81       31     12 

1903 77       28     11 


23 
124 

lie 


Increase 


8 


A  comparison  of  the  salaries  paid  teachers  of  the  first,  second  and 
third  classes,  inchiding  Provincial  Aid,  with  those  of  last  year,  shows 
an  increase  in  the  average  for  all  classes  excepting  second  female  in 
the  County  of  Richmond,  which  is  a  trifle  less.  Class  A  is  not 
included  in  the  comparison,  as  the  salary  of  an  "  A  "  teacher  engaged 
in  a  High  School  is  more  or  less  of  a.  fixed  quantity.  The  figures  are 
as  follows : 


cape  breton  county. 

Male.  Female. 

BCD  B  C 

1004.  .  .8498.16     8313.62     *199.05  !     $396.78  i?300.32 


1903.  ..   487.38       290.28       185.11 


Increase.  *10.78       .^23.34       $13.94 


380.70   289.73 


D 

$232.32 
189.05 


$16.08   $10.59   $43.27 


RICHMOND    COUNTY. 


1904.  .  .$390.16     $249.59     $191.88 
1903...   305.U        235.20       181.40 


Increu8e .  $85.05       $14.39       ><10.48 
Decrease 


$292.16     $211.46     $168.64 
267.61        212.09        150.37 


$24.55 


$0.63 


$18.27 


Reports  of  Empire  Day  celebrations  were  received  from  eight 
schools,  and  of  Arbor  Day  exercises  from  five.  Judging  from  these 
reports  the  interest  taken  in  the  exercises  of  Empire  Day  at  St. 
Peter's  and  at  Whitney  Pier,  and  in  those  of  Arbor  Day  at  the 
various  schools  of  Sydney,  was  enhanced  by  the  attendance  of  leading 
citizens  who  addressed  the  pupils  on  appropriate  topics. 

From  the  records  of  the  last  meeting  of  the  Cape  Breton  District 
Board,  I  beg  leave  to  make  the  following  extract: 

"  The  Rev.  Chairman  made  a  very  feeling  and  appropriate  refex^ 
«nce  to  the  loss  this  Board  had  sustained  by  the  removal  by  death  of 

8 


114  UEmK    S     OF     INSPECTORS. 


the  late  Kev.  James  Quinan,  one  of  its  oldest  and  most  prominent 
members,  and  sug;i;ested  that  a  resolution  expn^ssing  the  sentiments 
of  the  Board  in  this  regard  be  placed  on  tjie  records.  Kev.  W.  F. 
Kiely,  also  in  feeling  terms,  referred  to  the*  death,  since  tlie  })reviou3 
meeting,  of  Rev.  A.  F.  MacGillivray,  another  valued  and  active  mem- 
ber, and  suggested  that  his  name  he  embodied  in  the  })roiK>sed 
resolution.  After  appro])riate  tributes  to  the  memory  of  the  lamented 
deceased  members  by  Kev.  Mr.  .lack,  Itev.  Air.  L(x*ky(*r  and  others, 
it  was  moved  by  Rev.  Messrs.  Draper  and  I^(K*kyer,  that  the  (Chair- 
man, Rev.  Mr.  Kiely,  and  the  Inspectxir,  b(»  a  (N)mmittee  to  draw  up 
such  resolution  to  be  placed  uj)on  the  records  of  this  l^oard." 

Owing  to  the  reorganizati<m  of  the  Inspectorial  Divisions  of  the 
island  of  ( -ape  Breton,  my  connection  with  the  educaticmal  interests 
of  the  (^ounty  of  Cape  Breton,  covering  a  period  of  twenty-three 
years,  was  severed  at  the  close  of  the  t-erm.  In  taking  leave  of  thai: 
most  important  portion  of  my  division  as  constituted  up  to  that  time. 
I  desire  to  give  expression  to  my  appreciatiim  of  the  agreeable 
relations  I  have  enjoyed  with  all  those  with  whom  my  duties  brought 
me  in  contact.  Among  tlie  teachers  I  have  formed  many  warm 
friendships,  and  I  hope  few,  if  any,  enmities;  among  the  people  T 
have  enjoyed  much  kindness  and  hospitality:  and  from  the  gentle- 
men constituting  the  District  Board  of  School  Commissioners  t  have 
received  sympathy,  encouragement  and  assistance  in  many  and  trying 
difficulties.  To  him,  finally,  who  has  for  many  years  so  ably  directed 
the  proceedings  of  the  said  board.  Venerable  Archdeacon  Smith,  am 
I  particularly  indebted  for  his  ever  willing  readini^ss,  and  his  un- 
varying kindness  and  ])atient  helj)fulness.  One  and  all  have  my 
warmest  thanks. 

T  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Yours  most  respectfully, 

M.  J.  T.  Macnefl. 
!A.  n.  MacKay,  Esq.,  LL.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 


Division  No.  8.— INVERNESS   AND  VICTORIA. 

JouN  MacKinnon^  Inspector. 

SiR^ — I  beg  to  submit  tlie  following  report  on  the  schools  of 
Division  No.  8,  comprising  the  Counties  of  Inverness  and  Victoria, 
for  the  year  ending  July,  1904. 

There  were  130  schools  in  operation  in  Inverness,  and  44  in  Vic- 
toria during  the  year. 
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Nineteen  sections  were  without  school  in  the  former  county,  and 
twenty  sections  in  the  hitter  during  the  year  under  review. 

Of  the  20  vacancies  in  Victoria  County,  ten  sections  are  north  of 
Cape  Smokey,  and  are  vacant  owing  chiefly  to  the  reluctance  of 
teachers  to  go  so  far  north — a  feeling  not  justified  by  actual  con- 
ditions, as  the  school  buildings,  the  equipment,  price  of  board  and 
salaries  offered,  compare  very  favourably  with  the  like  items  in  other 
districts  in  the  county.  Five  sections  were  vacant  in  consequence  of 
changes  incidental  to  a  union  of  several  sections  in  Boularderie 
Island  and  in  other  part«  of  the  county.  The  remaining  five  failed 
to  secure  teachers  from  the  inadequate  salary  offered  and  the  finan- 
cial weakness  of  the  sections. 

Of  the  19  vacant  sections  in  Inverness,  three:  Baden,  Cape  Rouge 
and  Kingross,  are  building  new  school  houses,  the  old  buildings 
having  become  unfit  for  occupation.  Four  sections,  through  depopu- 
lation, have  not  a  sufficient  number  of  pupils  to  warrant  the  keeping 
of  schools  in  operation,  in  the  opinion  of  the  ratepayers.  Of  the 
remaining  twelve,  seven  are  very  small  and  financially  weak,  and  five 
sections  declined  to  vote  sums  sufficient  to  support  the  schools. 

The  130  teachers  employed  in  Inverness  are  classified  as  follows: 

A,  3 ;  B,  11 ;  C,  36 ;  D,  80.  Of  the  total  staff,  55  were  male  and 
75  female  teachers. 

Of  the  44  teachers  emj)loyed  in  Victoria,  16  were  male  and  28 
female,  holding  licenses  as  follows: 

A,  1;B,  2;  C,  16;D,  25.  ! 

In  the  former  countv  14  were  new  teachers,  and  in  the  latter  8. 

In  Inverness  43  teachers  held  Normal  School  diplomas,  and  in 
Victoria  11. 

The  enrolment  of  pupils  in  Inverness  is  4,880,  or  69  less  than 
that  of  the  previous  year,  a  fact  accoimted  for  later  on.  In  Victoria 
the  enrolment  is  1,419,  or  417  less  tliim  that  of  the  previous  year, 
and  is  owing  to  the  large  number  of  sections  vacant  in  Cape  North 
and  Ingonish. 

The  aggregate  attendance  for  the  two  counties  is  upwards  of 
50,000  days  less  than  in  the  previous  year.  This  regrettable 
decrease,  and  that  in  enrolment  as  well,  is  amply  accounted  for  by  the 
widespread  attack  of  small-pox  which  oc<!5urred  in  Victoria,*  but 
especially  in  Inverness  during  the  months  of  December  to  March, 
traversing,  in  the  latter  county,  an  extensive  area  from  West  Bay  to 
Cheticamp,  and  resulting  in  closing  upwards  of  forty-five  schools  for 
periods  varying  from  ten  to  forty  days. 
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Though  tho  (lis(*jJso  was  not  eoiisichnvjl  of  a  syK^ially  severe  typc^ 
Boards  of  ITeahh,  as  a  i)r(raiiti<niary  lueasuro,  onlered  a  number  of 
seliools  Uj  1)0  elosod  in  secrtious  wtiero  no  cases  had  then  appeared. 

Many  schools  upon  reopeiiin<>\  faih^d  to  recover  their  normal 
attendance  for  the  reniainini>'  part  of  tlie  school  year. 

Vaccination  had  l)een  entin^ly  ne<»locted  during  past. years;  and 
even  aft(»r  the  warnin<>'  so  n^centlv  i»:iv(»n,  in  <nilv  a  few  lo<»alitIes  has 
it  been  generally  carried  out.  The  attention  of  the  Legislatui'e 
should  be  directed  to  the  need  of  more  stringent  ])rovisions  for  the 
care  of  the  pid>lic  liealth.  Munici]>al  action  need  not  be  depended 
upon  Uj  be  effective  when  called  u])on  to  deal  with  severe  infectious 
epidemics. 

The  migration  of  families  from  rural  sections  to  the  mining  towns 
•of  Port  Hood  an<l  Inverness  has  demanded  additional  school  accom- 
modation in  these  centre"^,  and  a  sixth  department  was  put  in  oper- 
ation in  the  former  town  duriro-  the;  vear. 

School  work,  especially  Iligh  Scluw^l,  has  been  earric<l  on  very 
efficiently  during  the  year  under  Principal  Smith  in  the  Academy, 
and  under  Sister  St.  Prisca  in  the  (V)nvent  class-rooms.  In  Inver- 
ness town  it  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  so  far  no  sufficient  aee^)mma- 
dation  has  been  provided  for  the  large  numl>er  of  children  of  school 
age  in  that  rapidly  growing  conununity.  The  present  building  has 
two  small  class  rooms,  with  an  attendance  of  from  sixty  to  eiglity 
pupils.  The  Salvation  Army  has  kindly  given,  during  the  last  year, 
the  use  of  their  hall  during  school  hours  to  the  trustees,  thus  provid- 
ing room  for  upwards  of  a  hundred  more,  while  probably  150  to  200 
are  on  the  street  during  S(*hool  hours  for  want  of  school  r(X)m. 

This,  I  have  reason  to  Ixdievc*,  will  soon  be  a  thing  of  the  past. 
The  town  was  a  few  months  ago  incorj)orated,  and  the  prospects  of 
ample  school  accommodation  l>eing  ]>rovided  by  the  towTi,  and  from 
other  sources  are  assured  in  the  near  future. 

I  have  to  report  a  very  satisfactory  year's  work  on  behalf  of  Prin- 
cipal Macdonald  and  staff  of  Baddeck  Academy,  building  and  equip- 
ment considered.  The  attendance  has  been  materially  improving, 
and  chiefly  from  outlying  sections. 

You  will  be  pleased  to  be  informed  that  the  trustees  have  in  ^food 
earnest  undertaken  the  extension  and  improvement  of  the  building. 
The  plans  and  contract  are  in  good  hands — Messrs.  Chappels  Bros., 
of  Sydney.  The  structure  wnll  practically  be  a  new  buildings  and 
will  afford  ample  and  commodious  accommodation  for  years  to  come. 
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Some  progress  has  been  made  in  uniting  weak  sections  in  both 
counties.  Bhiek  Koek  and  l^ig  Bras  d'Or  sections  in  Houhirck'rie 
Island  were  united  a  year  ago,  and  a  new  school  house  Inis  been  put 
up. 

At  the  western  end  of  the  same  ishmd  tliree  sections  have  been 
united — Kempt  Head,  Upper  Kempt  Head  and  Point  Clear,  and  a 
new  school  house  has  also  been  built. 

In  Inverness,  two  sections,  Macdougall  ^fountain  and  Oeignish 
Rear  have  been  united,  and  named  ]Maple  llidge.  A  new  school 
house  is  being  built. 

A  number  of  other  w^eak  sections,  under  gentle  pressure,  are  con- 
sidering union,  the  cost  of  erecting  a  new  school  house  and  the 
selection  of  an  acceptable  site  being  the  great  obstacles.  One  or  two 
years  fighting,  in  some  cases,  appears  to  be  a  necessary  preliminary 
to  settling  down  and  agreeing  to  unite  two  weak  sections  and  build  a 
new  school  house.  A  small  Government  grant  to  assist  in  building 
would  go  far  to  reconcile  weak  sections  to  come  together,  thus  avoid- 
ing much  strife  and  the  loss  of  one  or  two  year's  valuable  time  to  the 
pupils. 

The  equipment  of  rural  school-rooms  is  slowly  improving,  keep- 
ing pace  with  the  advancing  intelligence  of  trustees  and  ratepayers, 
and  a  hopeful  increase  is  visible  in  the  salaries  paid  during  the  yean 

The  High  School  department  at  Port  Ilawkeslnirv,  with  its  sub- 
ordinate class-rooms,  has  l)een  efficiently  conducted  during  the  year. 
The  other  graded  schools  have  also,  equi]>ment  considered,  done  very 
good  work,  especially  the  departments  of  the  ilabou  graded  school 
taught  in  the  Convent. 

But.^  considering  that  105  schools  out  of  a  total  of  174  are  in  the 
hands  of  D  teachers,  a  large  proportion  of  whom  are  very  young  and 
wholly  without  experience,  the  work  done  camiot  be  but  inferior. 
Our  best  and  most  experienced  teachers  are  moving,  in  ever-increas- 
ing numbers,  to  our  western  territories,  where  living  salaries  are 
paid.  The  only  remedy  for  this  condition  of  things  is  larger 
sections,  better  equipment  and  largely  increased  salaries.  To  effect 
this  reform  the  people  themselves  must  first  realize  the  need  and  then 
ask  that  a  remedy  be  applied. 

I  need  not  refer  at  length  to  the  very  successful  Teachers'  Insti- 
tute, held  at  Baddeck  last  August,  for  the  four  Cape  Breton  counties, 
as  you  so  kindly  aided  us  by  your  presence.  The  details  of  the  good 
work  done  at  that  meeting  will  more  appropriately  be  given  in  the 
Secretary's  report. 
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Further  detailed  inforiuatiou  of  tlie  schools  of  this  division  haa 
already  been  given  in  the  *'  Abstracts  of  Amuial  Ketiiriis.-' 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  MacKinnon. 
To  A.  n.  MacKay,  Esq..  LL.IX, 

Supcnntendcnt  of  Edncaiion, 


Division    Xo.    9.— rrCTOTI    AXI)    SOUTH    COLCHESTER 

E.    L.    ARMSTKONCr^    Inspector. 

Sir, — Tn  presenting  this,  my  fifth  annual  report  on  the  schools  of 
Pictou  and  S(mth  (Vdchester,  permit  me  to  stat*^  that  so  far  as  the 
returns  indicate,  little  change  can  l>e  noted  in  comparison  with  the 
preceding  year. 

After  a  number  of  years,  in  which  the  pupils  of  Lower  Stewiacko 
section,  registering  100,  were  crowded  into  two  departments,  a  third 
department  has  l>een  opened  affording  good  accommodation,  and 
resulting  in  a  forward  movement  in  the  work  of  education  in  that 
enterprising  village. 

The  school  building  in  Brookfield  having  been  destroyed  by  fire, 
a  new  building  was  last  year  erected  on  the  same  site.  It  is  a  build- 
ing of  two  stories,  affording  ample  accommodation  for  the  needs  of 
the  section. 

New  school  houses  were  also  erected  in  Lower  Stewiacke  East, 
and  Rocky  Mountain.  These  buildings  are  furnished  with  new  and 
modern  furniture,  and  in  both  cases  are  well  adapted  to  the  needs  of 
the  sections.  In  many  other  sections  extensive  repairs  have  been 
made, .both  interior  and  exterior;  and  in  some  cases  new  seats  and 
desks  have  been  supplied,  thus  adding  to  the  comfort  and  health  of 
the  pupils,  as  well  as  greatly  improving  the  appearance  of  the  school 
room. 

I  am  glad  to  state  that  by  exerting  steady  pressure  from  jear  to 
year,  I  have  been  able  to  improve  the  equipment  in  the  schools  of  my 
division,  and,  in  many  cases,  the  application  to  the  interior  walls  and 
ceiling  of  a  liberal  suj)ply  of  paint  of  a  light  color  has  added  much 
to  the  appearance  of  the  school-room,  and  helped  to  clear  away  the 
gloom  which  too  often  renders  school-rooms  and  school  work  unplea- 
sant for  both  teacher  and  pupils.  Indeed,  this  accumulation  of 
smoke  and  filth  on  the  walls  and  ceiling  of  school-rooms  becomes  a 
menace  to  the  health  of  the  pui)ils,  and  calls  for  prompt  measures 
for  reformation. 


Macdunald  8c-hlk>l  Uakdhn,  BilLmu^it,  Col.  Cu.,  X.  S.,  1S04. 

There  has  been  ft  alight  deerease  in  Uio  ninnber  of  sthoolw  in 
operation  last  tenu,  as  ooiupared  with  the  pi-evious  vear.  I'\ir  last 
yeai-  tlie  totals  were  263,  while  for  Hl();t  there  were  2liS.  The  chief 
reason  for  the  decrease  may  l>e  found  in  the  faet  that  some  Heetions 
could  not  secure  teachers  for  the  small  siilark'S  offered. 

The  following  table  will  show  the  numl)er,  sex,  and  class  of  the 
teacher  employed,  compared  witli  the  totah  for  1903: — 


Iklale. . 
Female 


114     97       246       244 


There  is  also  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  teachers  employed  who 
hflvo  had  a  Normal  School  training.  In  1903  tlie  number  was  137; 
in  11)04,  124 — a  decrease  of  13. 

The  enrolment  of  pupils  remains  nearly  stationary.  In  1903 
it  was  0,726.  Last  year  it  was  0,702,  a  decrease  of  24.  The  prand 
total  days  attendance  shows  a  decrease  of  2f<,870  over  the  pi-eceding 
year.  The  severe  winter  is,  no  donlit,  responsible  for  this  decrRase, 
the  niriil  schools  having  lieen  greatly  re<lnce(l  in  attendance.  There 
is  a  growing  tendency  in  tlie  rural  se<'ti<)ns  to  close  scrhools  during 
part,  or  whole  of  the  winter  season.  Parents  seem  to  lie  possessed 
with  the  idea  that  their  children  are  not  able  to  endure  the  rigors  of 
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our  winters,  jis  did  tlioso  of  a  generation  ago.  Wlietlier  this  bo  a 
scientiiie  fact  or  not,  it  is  a  fact  that  many  of  the  ehildren  of  these 
same  parents,  while  detained  at  home,  are  permitted  to  spend  a  largo 
part  of  the  day,  in  fair  weather,  in  coasting,  skating,  and  otlier  ' 
winter  amusements.  Another  reason  for  the  closing  (►f  schools  in 
winter  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  the  sectional  assessment  is 
thereby  materially  reduced,  and  a  considerable  saviutj  thus  effected. 

In  my  last  report  I  ventured  the  statement  that  the  indications 
at  that  time  gave  good  reason  to  believe  that  teachers'  salaries  had 
reached  the  lowest  level,  and  that  the  past  year  would  witness  tlie 
beginning  of  the  rising  tide.  The  following  table  wnll  show  the 
extent  of  the  increase  in  the  several  classes  for  male  and  female 
teachers.  The  figures  give  the  average  salary,  exclusive  of  provincial 
grant : — 

1904.  1903.  Increase. 

Male,  A $819.58  $774.76  $44.82 

B r)89.12  566.87  72.25 

C 259.79  169.50  90.29 

D 118.75  98.75  20.00 

1904.  1903.  Increase. 

Female,  A $449.17  $303.33  $145.84 

B 195.80  186.79  9.01 

C 154.75  149.25  5.50 

1) 108.92  98.54  10.38 

The  above  figures  show  an  increase  in  the  salaries  of  all  classes  of 
teachers,  male  and  female,  and  at  the  same  tim<»  that  the  avcTage  of 
each  class  was  in  exc^»ss  of  the  .minimum,  as  nn'omuiendeil  in  the 
April  Journal  of  Education.  While  the  increase  is  small  in  the 
salaries  of  B  and  V  females,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  may  continue  to 
improve  through  the  coming  years,  till  a  figure  is  reached  which  will 
be  in  some  degree  commensurate  with  the  arducms  labors  of  these 
faithful  toilers  in  our  public  schools. 

There  seems  to  be  some  improvement  in  the  character  of  the  teach- 
ing in  the  schools  in  this  division.  All  refonns  anj  necessarily  slow, 
and  reforms  in  teaching  are  no  exceptions  to  the  rule.  Gradually  the 
old  thread-bare  methods  are  dropping  out,  and  more  modern  methods 
are  being  adopted.  In  some  sections  teachers,  with  the  consent  of 
their  trustees,  take  one  or  two  half-days  duriiifi:  the  year  for  the  pur« 
pose  of  visiting  adjacent  schools,  and  observing  the  methods  of  other 
teachers.  In  this  way  many  useful  hints  on  teaching  may  be 
obtained,  while  a  few  minutes  at  the  close  of  the  visit,  spent  in 
friendly  criticism  and  explanation,  will  afford  mutual  help  and 
stimulus. 

On  March  29th — 31st  last,  a  very    interesting    and    successful 

Institute  was  held  in  New  Glasgow,  about  150  teachers  being  in 

"Attendance,     The  opening  meeting  waa  held  in  United  Church  IlalU 
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Mr.  W.'G.  Alatheson,  Chairman  of  the  Xew  Ghisgow  School  Board, 
presiding.  Exoelh^nt  addresses  were  delivered  by  Dr.  A.  H. 
MacKay,  Superintendent  of  Education;  Hon.  1).  C.  Fraser,  Judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  George  Patterson,  M.P.P. 
The  presence  of  Prof.  Brittain,  Science  teaclier  in  connection  with 
the  Sir  W.  C.  ^laedonahl  School  Gardens  in  New  Brunswick,  and  his 
interesting  and  excellent  lessons  on  Nature  Study,  contributed  much 
to  the  success  of  the  institute.  Theodore  Koss,  B.A.,  and  Percy 
Shaw%  B.A.,  w'ho  hold  similar  positions  in  Prince  Edward  Island 
and  Nova  Scotia,  respectively,  also  attended  and  gave  addresses  on 
School  Garden  work. 

There  is  one  more  subject  to  which  I  may  be  permitted  to  refer 
in   closing.     At   the   last   meeting   of   the   Provincial    Parliament, 
advanced  legislation  was  enacted,  having  for  its  object  the  ])roviding 
of  better  educational  advantages  in  weak  rural  section^.     Since  the 
enactment  of  this  legislation    several  occasions  have  arisen  in  this 
Division  Avhere  its  provisions  could  be  applied  with  good  results, 
affording  open  schools  throughout  the  year  wh(»re  now  they  are  closed 
for  three  to  six  months  in  the  term.      In  some  cases  the  ])roposal  to 
carry  this  legislation  into  effect  came  fK»m  one  or  more  of  the  resi- 
dents of  the  sections ;  but  in  all  cases  it  was  met  by  a  storm  of  oppo- 
sition which  rendered  any  action  impossible.     All  attemy)ts  in  this 
direction  were,  therefore,  necessarily  deferred.     The  more  liberal- 
minded  citizens  of  these  rural  sections,  however,  still  continue  to 
advocate  these  educational  improvements,  but  Avith  little  hope  of 
success  under  present  conditions.     About  on(»-third  of  the  rural  mis- 
cellaneous schools  in  this  Division,  50  in  num]>er,  have  an  average 
daily  attendance  of  less  than  10.     Two  or  three  cases  which  serve  to 
illustrate  this  anomalv  mav  be  ffiven.     In  South  Colchester,  two 
adjoining  sections  whose  schools  are  less  than  two  miles  apart,  have 
an  average  daily  attendance  of  7  and  8,  respectively ;  yet  each  section 
continues  to  carrv  on  its  own  school    with    unsatisfactorv    results. 
In  South  Pictmi,  two  adjoining  poor  sections,  with  an  average  daily 
attendance  of  10.7  and  S.3,  res])ectively,  continue    to    work    inde- 
pendently, although  the  adoption  of  the  provisions  of  Reg.  10(b)  w^as 
recommended  to  both.     Two  contiguous  sections  in  North  Pictou, 
having  an  average  daily  attendance  of  0.5  and  5,  respwtively,  (the 
latter  a  poor  section),  were  also  advised  to  unite;  but  the  recom- 
mendation was  not  concurred  in.     Other  cases  could  be  cited  if 
necessary.     It  seems  to  me  that  if  the  may  and  should  in  the  Regu- 
lations were  changed  to  miist  and  shall,  a   large    saving   in    public 
grants  could  be  effected,  and  we  should  have  better  and  more  effective 
Ti^ork  in  our  public  schools. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.    L.    Armstrong. 
A.  n.  MacKay^  Esq.,  LL.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education.  » 
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DiviRTox    Xo.     10.— CrMBERLAND    AXD    COLCHESTER. 

IxciLis    C.    Craig^   M.  a.,   Inspector. 

Sir. — Tn  coin])lijaiiw  witli  your  instructions,  I  have  the  honor  to 
trani^niit  to  yr.u  a  brief  rej^irt  upon  the  schools  embraced  in  this 
inspectorial  tlivision. 

Many  sclirxjl  rooms,  twentv-one  in  all,  were  vacant.  Fifteen 
were  in  Cuniherhnid  [>roper;  four  in  the  district  of  Parrsboro,  and 
two  in  West  Colchestc^r. 

In  a  few  instances,  as  the  supplementary  report  on  vacant  schools 
shows,  there  was  no  need  of  schools.  In  a  few  more  there  was  no 
necessity  to  extend  aid  or  ])ity,  for  school  could  have  been  maintained 
had  not  some  local  feud  interfered.  But  in  the  majority  of  cases 
the  lack  of  school  was  due  to  the  unwillinc^ess  of  teachers,  of  whom 
there  was  a  sufficient  su])ply,  to  acce]it  a  salary  insufficient  for  main- 
tenance. In  this  district,  within  the  last  three  years,  another  ira]>edi- 
ment  prevented  the  pof)rer  sections  from  secnring  teachers,  namely, 
the  impossibility  of  securing  proper  boarding  houses  for  them.  It 
is  not  always  due  to  the  fastidious  tastes  of  the  young  teacher  that 
she  cannot  secure  lodgment,  but  for  the  simple  reason  no  one  can  he 
found  who  is  willing  to  board  her  for  the  amount  slie  can  give  out  of 
her  income.  Several  examples  of  these  difficulties  came  to  my 
attention  last  year.  How  many  re^signations  there  were  for  this  same 
cause,  but  for  which  another  reason  was  assigned,  can  only  be  sur- 
mised. 

From  the  following  table,  in  which  the  salaries  of  the  rural  and 
t0T\Ti  tenchers  are  com])ared,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  latter  has 
some  advantagre,  although  that  may  be  offset  by  the  greater  exnense 
of  living.  The  towns  included  in  this  comparison  are  Amherst, 
Springhill,  Parrsboro,  Oxford  and  Acadia  Mines.  Academic  grades 
are  not  included  sinc^  there  are  none  of  this  class  engaged  in  rural 
sections. 


(GRADES. 

B 

$  740  10 

C 

D 

"^Tfllfi  T^^j^fl/'lif^vy   T^nAJi,''!!                   

$  486  32 
280  50 
266  32 
220  80 

$    

«                  Rural 

475  50 
316  76 
295  23 

237  55 

Fprnjilp  T«^}icht»rfi    Town 

240  88 

*♦                    Rural 

160  35 

A  frrent  improvement  is  noticeable  in  the  salary  received  bv  the 
teachers  the  past  year  over  the  year  before.     It  is  satisfactory  to 
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©bserv^e  that  there  is  an  increase  in  every  grade.     In  this  computation 
the  district  is  taken  as  a  unit. 

Average  increase  for  year — 


(iRADES. 

A 

B 

C 

1) 

Male 

S^Oo  00 

?15  41 

19  40 

S^74  44 
20  07 

.<i(4B  HH 

Female 

7  77 

1  If 

■None  employed  in  1903-O4.! 

With  a  view  of  securing  an  opinion  from  those  sections  which 
should  be  interested  in  taking  advantage  of  the  Act  passed  last  March 
for  the  purpose  of  **  giving  greater  financial  strength  "  to  them,  a 
series  of  questions  was  submitted  to  each  relative  to  the  cost  of  car- 
riage on  routes  of  an  average  length  of  three  miles,  accessibility  to 
larger  sections  capable  of  supporting  a  good  school,  size  of  section, 
school '  population  and  valuation  of  properties.  Answers  thereto 
were  given  by  a  committee  of  two  persons,  one  being  chosen  from 
«ach  section  interested  in  the  proposed  union. 

The  answers  relating  to  the  cost  were  startling,  and  so  much  in 
excess  of  the  cast  for  carrying  mails  over  the  same  course,  that  it 
was  at  once  apparent  that  no  saving  could  be  effected  in  municipal 
or  government  grants  by  unduly  pressing  the  union  scheme  at  present. 

Following  are  given  the  average  estimates  from  twenty  different 
sources  where  it  was  presumed  that  the  plan  was  practicable : — 

Cost  of  carriage  to  and  from  school   for  100  davs $  85  00 

150  ''     100  00 

200  *'  195  00 

to   or  from  "       100     "     55  00 

150     "     8000 

200     "     100  00 


(( 


(C 


<( 


(( 


(( 


it 


i( 


i( 
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There  w^as  moreover  in  every  reply,  implied  when  not  frankly 
stated,  this  advice :  "  Let  us  alone ;  we  have  a  small  section  here 
costing  us  little,  and  we  have  a  school  when  it  suits  us."  ^*  CMiildren 
will  perish  driving  three  miles  to  that  school,  and  moreover  we  don't 
care  to  send  them  there  because  they  will  be  imposed  upon.  Years 
ago  when  we  formed  a  part  of  that  section  that  was  our  experience." 

If  consolidation  of  these  weaker  sections  with  the  stronger  and 
more  populous  is  to  be  carried  out,  it  will  require  stnmger  and  more 
helpful  measures  to  be  effective.  They  are  jealous  now  for  their 
autonomy  and  resent  as  arbitrary  any  intrusion  upon  what  tliev  c^W 
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their  vcst^^d  rights.  As  anothor  ooncossioii  to  wing  strtioiis  Ciapahle 
of  boeomiiig  incorporHted  with  a  central  section,  porniit  mo  to  sug- 
gest in  amendment  to  the  Act  of  hist  A[arch,  that  in  achlition  fifty 
per  cent,  of  tlie  school  taxes  c<»lkvt<?d  in  the  section  absorbed  into 
another  be  appropriated  to  defrav  cost  of  carriage,  and  iifrv  per  cent, 
for  the  general  support  of  the  union  school. 

What  should  be  the  qualification  of  trustees  ?  In  a  former  report 
the  author  was  emboldened  to  say  that  one  of  the  first  qualifications 
l)e  r(*})res(mtation  in  the  school  by  either  childn^n  or  grand-chihlren. 
More  schools  an*  closed  in  this  district,  and  more  are  failures,  for  not 
having  such  a  rule  observed  than  from  all  other  causes  combined. 
There  are  many  honourable  exce})tions  to  the  rule,  where  men  have 
some  appreciation  of  the  importance  of  the  office  and  the  far-reaching 
eflFects  of  the  service. 

The  Education  Act  })rovides  that  a  majority  of  the  ratepayers 
may  conmiand  a  scIk^oI  at  any  time,  or  a  majority  of  the  trustees,  or 
in  the  case  of  their  refusal,  the  inspector,  with  the  aj)])roval  (if  the 
District  Board  of  School  Commissioners.  This  is  a  wise  provision^ 
and  would  be  taken  advantage  of  more  frequently  did  we  have  l)oards 
of  trustees  representing  the  educational  interests  of  every  section. 

In  these  times  it  should  l>e  imnecesaary  for  a  school  official  to 
keep  a  watchful  eye  upon  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  great  majority 
of  sclKK^)l-houses,  outbuildings  and  grounds.  But  there  are  still  cases 
in  which  the  filth  is  disgusting,  especially  in  the  outbuihliug.  Moral 
instruction  within  the  school-room,  under  such  conditions,  is  more 
than  neutralized  by  the  influence  of  the  foul  and  mind-polluting  sur« 
roundings. 

Certificates  of  medical  men  are  received  everv  vear  bv  the  score 
declaring  that  this  or  that  school  was  closed  on  ac<*ount  of  an  epidemic 
of  diphtheria  or  scarlet  fever. 

There  exists  a  sentiment  that  any  brae  is  good  enough  for  a  school 
house.  It  also  appears  that  in  the  location  of  school  buildings  in  the 
past,  and  it  would  prevail  to-day  were  there  no  barriers — the  child's 
interests  are  onlv  secondarv.  In  too  manv  instances  children  are 
circumscribed  by  one-quarter  or  a  fifth  of  an  acre  in  their  games. 
Then  the  law  "  Thou  shalt  not  trespass  upon  the  farmers'  lots  ",  goes 
far  to  create  the  sentiment  that  the  school  is  a  prison  house.  To  the 
well  ordered  boy  or  girl,  nothing  is  more  alluring  than  a  game  of  ball, 
tennis  or  cricket.  It  is  one  of  Nature's  ways  of  development;  yet 
tlie  great  majority  of  school  properties  preclude  such  amusements. 
Physical,  and  incidentally,  ment:il  and  moral  growth  are  sacrificed 
to  a  peniiriousness  which  cannot  be  defended. 
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A  n.jtidili-  i-.\(-.']>ti<rii  1..  Ilic,*-  rf^!ri.-lf'.|  iivf:\>  is  to  l.c  .u.-cii  iit  Great 
VniHfii-.  wlifi-f  wiis  cr.rti'.i  liiiriiifv  il,..  simiun-r  one  cf  llii-  finest  aiiil 

bos]-  ;ip|.i.iiii(.ii  M I  I-.J.I11W  ill  111,.  j)i-.iviiLci-.      Il  is  siiiiiilcl  in  the 

nii.l.Ue  uf  a  l>i-o-»i-n.  U.x.  thn  fn.ni.  vi  w[,i,-)i  i.^^  triv.-ii  uv.-r  t.,  i-lay- 
(•rouuiU,  aiiJ  a  full  aeiv  in  the  rear  to  a  .-chcml  jrunlpii. 


What  was  ..l.sfm'<l  al"..if  tliis  iianleii  i(  mav  ii..r 
iv|,.,rt.  lest  the  al>le  ].ri.i.-ip,il.  Mr.  ihiiririus.  an. I  his  e<.» 
JLitor.  .Mr.  Shaw.  Mae.l.aialil  <tiri',-i..r  i,!'  Xa1iire-Sui-h 
Canleiis.  mav  fail  t<.  .1..  -  thmii;;!,  i,i.»les.v.  Tlie  irar.l. 
<.i>e  vcara  luarke.l  olii'Mliojial  iutliunx-e.  The  visit'.r  e 
notice  the  intense  intere-^t  niaiiitesteil  l>v  Ihivs  an<l  girl: 
school  and  giirJcii  work.  Thev  were  more  jMiiiclnal  in 
anee  nml  mure  zeahms  in  rlie  i>i'rf"rniaiii'e  of  everv  ilnty. 
coniniuniiy  seemed  to  lie  iinljnei]  with  the  idea  of  <loii 
betlcr  than  olliir  rural  sc-tinns  in  Col.-hesT-'r;  aii<l  it  hi 
3t  may  liavi;  lieen  ..nly  a  t-oineiiiene...  lait  this  >ehool  was 
tli»  list  in  the  jxircenlape  of  High  Selioo]  passes  nia<h' 
tlie  distriet. 

The  first  year's  experiment  with  tlie  iseliool  imrdeii 
the  most  sanp;nine  exjux'tntions  of  its  pi>)ni"lers.  Tin 
in  the  (Vmrse  of  Siu<iy  is  one  of  the  mo-i  piMmising  in 
It  acoentmites  for  onr  younp  pt^oph-  the  advantajri'rt  of 
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It  toadies  them  to  see  and  aooe])t  the  luxuries  whieh  ^Nature  in  her 
beneficent  hand  is  extending  to  them.  It  is  manual  training  in  its 
best  form. 

To  encourage  section?  which  provide  and  cultivate  successfully  a 
school  garden,  a  grant  from  the  municipal  ^c^ool  fund  might  Ix*  given* 
It  may  be  questioned  whether  the  payment  of  an  extra  grant  to  ''  B  '* 
teachers  who  have  made  special  preparation  to  teach  agriculture  is 
above  criticism,  especially  under  the  easy  conditions  now  existing. 
Lectures  day  after  day  }>oured  over  the  heads  of  youth  on  abstract 
subjects  without  illustration  in  field  w^ork  is  poor  mental  fodder. 
Permit  me  to  record  here  what  obsei-vation  has  led  me  to  believe 
should  be  done  to  draw  this  grant.  The  section  should  provide  a 
suitable  garden  in  proximity  to  the  school  grounds.  Twenty  plots, 
four  by  ten  feet,  should  be  cultivated  by  as  many  pupils,  who  should 
produce  a  harvest  of  five  or  six  of  the  more  common  and  useful  vege- 
tables, fruits  or  flowers.  The  se(»tion  should  have  a  monetarv  interest 
in  this  garden  to  the  extent  at  least  of  its  care  during  the  absence 
of  the  teacher  in  vacation. 

Four  teachers  in  the  district  qualified  for  the  Library  Grant. 
These  were:  Miss  Janet  Ballantyne,  C^ape  d'Or;  Miss  Alberta 
Patton,  Apple  Kiver;  Mr.  G.  G.  Sedgewick,  Oxford;  and  Mr.  Walter 
Putnam,  Bass  Kiver.  The  realization  of  such  a  boon  to  tbese 
'sections  is  due  to  the  personal  efforts  of  the  teachers  themselves,  no 
financial  aid  having  been  received  from  the  treasury  of  the  section. 

Reports  on  Arbor  r)ay.  Empire  Day  and  Phenological  Observ- 
ation were  received  from  half  of  the  teachers.  As  a  rule  these  are 
also  the  more  enthusiastic  and  useful  members  of  the  profession. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice  here  that  two  students  of  this  Division  have 
lately  mad(^  at  the  Provincial  Examinatiims  the  highest  passes  ever 
obtained  in  the  ])rovince.  They  are  Miss  Lucy  Lowe,  of  Pugwash, 
and  Mr.  Harry  Menzie,  of  Tatamagouche.  Their  success  Avas  no 
surprise  to  those  who  had  been  waU*hing  their  brilliant  careers  for 
the  last  ten  years. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Inglis    C.    Craio. 

A.    H.    MacTvay,   Esq.,  LL.D., 
Supcriiitejidcnt  of  Education. 
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APPENDIX  C. 


SCHOOLS  OP  THE  OITY  OF  HALIFAX,  1904. 

1.— REPORT  OF  CHAIRMAN  OF  BOARD  OF  SCHOOL 

COMMISSIONERS. 

To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  B.A.,  B.Sc,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.C. 

Superintendent  of  Education,  Province  of  Nova  Scotia. 

SiR^ — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  the  information  of  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction  tlie  39th  annual  report  of  the  Board 
of  School  Commissioners  for  the  City  of  Halifax,  together  with  the 
report  of  the*  Supervisor  of  Schools  for  the  school  year  ended  July 
31st,  and  the  financial  report  of  the  Secretary  for  the  financial  year 
ended  April  30th,  1904. 

It  will  be  noted  by  reference  to  former  reports  of  the  Secretary 
that  the  financial  requirements  for  educational  purposes  have  been 
increasing  with  considerable  regularity  from  year  to  year  ever  since 
the  inception  of  the  present  school  system.  This  increase,  however, 
is  wholly  due  to  the  demand  for  improverl  accommodation  to  meet 
modern  requirements,  and  to  prpvide  for  the  continual  increase  in 
the  number  of  pupils  in  attendance. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year  ended  April  80th,  1004,  was  as 
follows : 

For  maintenance $122,8r)2.80 

"     Sinking  Fimd 3,200.00 

Total $120,002.00 

The  overcrowded  condition  of  Young  Street  School  obliged  the 
Board  to  meet  the  urgent  demand  for  additional  accommodation  in 
that  locality.  It  was  therefore  decided,  after  most  careful  consider- 
ation, to  erect  a  new  school  building  on  Kaye  Street,  at  an  approxi- 
mate cost  of  $23,000.00.  This  building  is  now  nearing  completion 
and  will  be  occupied  by  the  girls  of  Young  Street  S(4iool.  who,  up  to 
the  present,  w^ere  accommodated,  not  satisfactorily,  in  rooms  rented 
from  St.  Joseph's  Convent  and  elsewhere.  Sister  Florence  has  been 
appointed  Principal  of  this  school,  which  will  be  known  as  St. 
Joseph's  School. 
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The  Ifase  of  St.  ^larv's  Boys'  School  l)uiklini>-  having  expired  and 
the  biiildini»'  hcin^  anti(i\iarc'd  and  unsnital)h»,  negotiatiunn  were 
centered  into  wllli  His  Gracv  the  Archbishop,  with  wliuni  arrange- 
ments were  made  for  the  erecti<jn  and  lease  of  a  modern  and  eoiumo- 
dioiis  new  briek  buiMing  at  an  annnal  rental  of  $2,740.00.  This 
building  also  aeeommudates  two  overflow  departments  from  St. 
Mary's  GirU'  School,  and  is  provided  with  a  large  and  l>eaiitiful 
assembly  hall  tu  Ik?  use<l  in  common  by  both  schools,  thus  adding 
greatly  to  their  etticit-ncy  at  the  lowest  possible  expense. 

A  property  adjoining  the  playground  of  Alexandra  School, 
belonging  to  the  J>arss  estate,  was  offered  to  the  J>oard  for  $800.00, 
and,  as  additional  i)laygr(»und  was  greatly  netMled  to  accommodate 
the  eight  lum<lr(»d  pupils  attending  thiti  school,  it  was  decided  to 
secure  the  property  at  this  favorable  price. 

The  Board  also  completed  negotiations,  begim  the  year  previous, 
for  the  purt'hase,  at  the  sum  of  $1,500.00,  of  a  ])r(>perty  l)elonging  to 
the  i)ill(>n  estate  and  adjoining  the  County  Academy.  The  grounds 
were  greatly  in  need  of  enlargement. 

Further  improvements  were  effected  in  C/ompton  Avenue  and 
St.  Patrick's  J^oys'  Schools.  The  outbuihlings,  which  were  un- 
sightly, unsanitary,  and  occu])ying  space  needed  for  a  playground, 
were  renu^ved.  The  basements  of  these  were  enlarged  and  renovated, 
and  fitted  up  with  a  mod<'rn  and  most  approved  system  of  plumbing 
at  a  cost  of  about  $l,oOO  for  each  school. 

Amendments  were  secured  to  the  Act  respecting  compulsory 
attendance^,  which  have  rendered  it  more  effet-tive.  This  law  has, 
through  energetic  an<l  tactful  administration,  had  a  most  wholesome 
effect  n\)im  tlie  schools,  resulting  in  a  largely  increased  and  more 
regular  attendance  during  the  past  year. 

The  law  relating  to  the  oVdigations  of  the  board  with  respoot  to 
the  education  of  military  children  was  amended  so  as  to  more  clearly 
express  its  meaning. 

Tt  was  decided  that  the  subject  of  drawing  should  receive  the 
attention  in  the  sch(M»ls  which  its  importance  ju^ifies,  and  a  special 
teacher  was  appointed  devoting  her  whole  time  to  the  teaching.of  both 
teach(»rs  and  pupils  of  the  various  sch<jols  throughout  the  city. 

The  interesting  and  exhaustive  report  of  the  Supen^isor  contains 
all  the  information  that  can  be  desired  on  the  internal  conditions  of 
the  schools,  so  further  remarks  from  the  Chairman  in  this  direction 
would  serve  no  purpose.     However,  I  must  add  that  information 
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gained  during  many  visits  to  the  schools,  also  from  the  written  exam- 
inations and  from  opportimities  I  have  had  of  comparing  the  con- 
dition of  our  schools  with  those  of  other  cities,  obliges  me  to  say  tliat 
it  is  a  matter  of  sincere  congratulation  that  our  schools  have  attained 
such  a  high  standard  of  excellence,  due  to  the  untiring  zeal  and  faith- 
fulness of  a  superior  stall  of  teachers,  supported  and  encouraged  hy 
a  generous  public  sympathy  for  educational  advancement. 

During  my  term  of  office  as  Commissioner  of  Scliools,  and  par- 
ticularly as  Chairman,  1  have  had  frequent  opportunities  of  seeing 
all  the  teachers  in  their  schools  and  occasionally  at  teachers'  meet- 
ings, and  the  conviction  has  been  forced  upon  me  that  the  time  has 
come,  or  is  near  at  hand,  when,  in  the  interests  of  the  public,  a  few  of 
the  older  teachers  should  be  retired.  On  looking  over  the  statistics 
of  this  subject  I  find  that  we  have  fifteen  teachers  who  have  taught 
over  thirty  years.  The  majority  of  these  are  still  doing  as  good  work 
as  they  ever  did,  but  they  cannot  be  expected  to  do  so  much  longer. 

It  is,  however,  most  repugiiaut  to  our  sense  of  justice  that  these 
faithful  teachers  who  have  contributed  so  much  to  the  intellectual 
grow^th  of  our  city  should  l)e  cast  oif  and  allowed,  on  account  of  their 
meagre  salaries,  to  spend  their  declining  years,  perhaps  without  the 
means  of  procuring  the  ordinary  comforts  of  old  age. 

And  yet  the  interests  of  our  children,  w^hich  must  not  be  neglected, 
require  th^t  their  minds  and  characters  should  be  moulded  and 
developed  in  the  school  room  by  teachers  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
physical  and  mental  vigor. 

Some  provision  should  therefore  be  made  for  a  small  retiring 
allow^ance  for  teachers  who,  through  long  and  faithful  public  ser- 
vice, have  grown  old,  and  are  no  longer  fitted  for  the  exhaustive 
mental  duties  required  of  them.  I  would  most  respectfully  and  most 
earnestly  recommend  that  this  subject  reeeive  from  the  Board,  from 
the  public,  and  from  the  teachers  themselves,  the  measure  of  consider- 
ation to  which  it  is  clearly  entitled. 

It  has  long  been  the  practice  in  almost  all  civilized  coimtries  to 
provide  a  retiring  pension  for  teachers  of  long  sen^ice  in  the  public 
schools. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  careful 
attention  of  all  the  members  and  officers  of  the  Board  to  the  many 
important  duties  required  of  them. 

Of  Supervisor  McKay  I  cannot  speak  too  highly.  His  entire 
devotion  to  educational  and  moral  development,  rare  tact  and  untir- 
ing energy,  have  enabled  him  to  render  invaluable  services. 
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Secretary  Wilson,  through  his  attontiou  to  detail,  accuracy  and 
long  experience,  has  rightly  earned  the  distinction  of  being  a  model 
isecretary. 

l{(^sj)ectfully   submitted, 

C.    R.    UoBKisr,  Chairman. 


IL— THE  SUPERVISOR'S   REPORT. 

To   TiiK   T3oARi>   OF   School   Commissionkrs   foe   the   City    of 
Halifax  : 

Gentlemen. — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  Report 
on  the  Halifax  Public  Schools  for  the  year  ended  July  31st,  1904. 

1.     STATISTICAL    TABLES. 


Conspectus. 


Kind  of  School 


Academy 

V 

High    

Common       

Kindergarten   .  .  .  . 
Reformatory 

Manual  Ti-aining .  . 


No.  of 
Depts. 


9 


No  of  Teachers  and  Class  of  License. 


8 


188 


1 


158 


I 
i 


4,  ClaHs  A. 
2,     "      B. 

1 ,  ''      C. 

2,  Unlicensed  asHiRtants — specialiHts  in 

Modern  Languages  and  Drawing. 


f    2,  Cla*ss  A. 
1    1,     '^      B. 


( 


7,  Class  A. 
64,  "  B. 
61,     "      C. 

6,     "      I). 


1 ,  Class  C. 
4,  Class  C. 


r    2,  Class  B. 

'     1,  Speciiilist  in  Domestic  Science, 


I 


Diploma,  South  Kensington,  EJng. 
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In  the  first  and  secoiul  departments  of  St.  Patrick's  Boys'  School 
and  Alexandra  School,  half  the  time  is  devoted  to  High  School  work, 
and  the  other  half  to  Grade  \"I1I  (two  teachers  exchanging  classes). 

A  special  teacher  of  drawiiip*  was  em]doved  for  eighteen  weeks. 
She  devoted  abont  three  hours  each  day  to  the  pupils  of  the  cx)mmon 
schools  and  one,  after  school,  to  th(^  teachers. 

There  were  six  departments  which  were  open  oidy  a  part  of  the 
year  for  the  purjM>se  of  relieving  over-crowding  in  the  primary 
departments. 

Comments  and   Sigoestions. 

Tn  the  conspectus  given  above  we  have  a  bird's-eye  view  of  the 
classification  of  the  schools  and  of  the  number  of  teachers  in  each 
class.  There  are  twelve  teachers  whose  time  is  whollv  devoted  to 
the  High  School  classes,  and  four  teachers  who  spend  half  their  time 
at  High  School  work,  and  the  other  half  with  the  higher  grades  of 
the  Common  Sch<x>l,  Including  these  four  teachers  th(Te  are  138 
engaged  in  the  Common  Schools,  of  whom  five  were  in  temporary 
departments. 

Besides  the  one  department  devoted  wholly  to  kindergarten  work, 
there  is  another  in  College  Street  School  under  the  management  of  a 
well  trained  kindergartner,  Mme.  O'Loane,  who  is  fairly  well  sup- 
plied with  the  necessary  apparatus,  and  who  takes  up  more  than  half 
the  day  with  kindergarten  exercises. 

The  reformatories  now  require  four  teachers,  one  for  girls  having 
been  added  last  vear. 

In  Domestic  Science  there  are  two  teachers,  and  in  Mechanic 
Science  one.  There  are  also  two  special  classes  of  Mechanic  Science 
in  the  reformatories. 

The  teaching  staff  of  the  city  has  therefore  been  increased :  one 
in  tht^  Academy,  for  commercial  work;  two  in  the  Common  Schools; 
one  in  the  reformatories,  and  a  special  teacher  of  drawing  for  part 
of  the  year. 
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TABLK  1. 


Abstract  ok   Tkaciikks*  Kettrxs   tor   100.')  and  11)04. 


a* 


c         - 


o 


'o 

?% 


A.  (Ac  idt'inic).  .  . 

H.  (Fir.-t-cl;iss)  .  . 

C  (Scooud-class) 

1).  (Tliirfl-class)   . 


•    •    • 


19(>3. 


HM4. 


•     •     •     •     • 


() 

5 

\\. 

1. 


(I 


Inercnsc.  f)eorea»e- 


A.  ( Acii  loinic) 

B.  (First-L-iass)  .  .  .  . 
i  C.  (Soco  u]-c-]as,s)   .  . 

1).  (Tlnnl-class)   .  .. 


1 
o 


Male   

F'cin  lU' 

No.  of  (l<'])artin»nt-s. 


«i— —  .- -— 

g  Having  Normal  S1i(k)1   Diploma 


1  :^0', 


No.  of  t<.»aclunir  <lavs 


'a  No.  of  piijnls  e  iroUel 

•O  No.  over  15  years  of  aj^i* 

^  No.  uiiHor  15  voars  of  a^je 

'g  No.  of  Boys .  .' 

'S  jNo.  of  (lirls 

^  lOrand  t  )t<il  (lavs*  attendance.  .  . 

c  |Avera;^e  present  daily 

g  iPercCiitii^e  of  attendance 

No.  of  pupils  daily  present  with 
eaclj  teacher  on  an  avera*fe .  .  j 

Cost  piM*  p  ipil • 


71 
204. 
75(i5 
27J) 
7286 
8H25 
:^740 


7() 
204' 
7827; 
345' 
7482 
8984 
8898 
1 088224: 11050(>9 
51(j5j       5(302 


<>8.7 

87 . 5 
J!<14   10 


71.9 


88 . 8; 
♦*14  491  »    .89 


1 

2 

■        •        •       •         • 

1 

x 

5 

3 

1 

1 

8 

■    «    •    •         • 

0 

2(52 

(>() 

190 

.  109 

153 

()«845 

437 

•    ■•••• 

3.2 

.8 

Here  wc  have  two  intcrosting  facts  shown:  (1.)  There  has  been 
an  increase  of  8  in  the  numhor  of  First  class  teachers,  and  a  decrease 
of  5  in  those  of  the  Second  class.  There  has  also  been  an  increase 
of  5  in  the  nnnil)er  of  those  holding  Normal  School  diplomas.  Ten 
years  ago  we  had  but  2  (^olloge  graduates  on  the  teaching  staff.  Now 
Ave  have  18,  of  whom  0  were  graduated  from  the  Academy  before 
entering  colh^ge.  Within  the  same  period  the  numl)er  of  teachers 
holding  Academic  licences  has  increased  from  5  to  13,  seven  of  these 
being  in  the  common  schools.  These  facts  iudicate  a  very  gratifying 
advance  in  the  scholarship  of  our  teachers. 


*ThiH  includes  the  SinkiiiK  Fund.    The  real  incrcnw  over  la«t  year  Is  ju8t  one  t€ni  per  piipQ. 
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Although  sohohirship  is  not  the  only  or  evon  tlie  most  important 
qualification  of  a  teacher,  yet  it  is  very  iiriporlant,  as  it  generally 
niean«^  more  accurato  work  and  a  better  command  of  the  situation. 
The  good  results  are  very  evident,  espe(*ially  in  the  higher  grades. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  enrollod  ]mpils  is  2G2, — possibly 
the  result  of  a  corresponding  increase  of  population.  But  the 
increase  in  the  number  of  daily  present  is  437,  or  175  more  than  the 
increase  of  enrolment,  thus  raising  the  percentage  of  attendance  from- 
68.7  to  71.1».  This  improvement  must  be  credited  to  the  better 
enforcement  of  the  City  Ccmipulsory  Schofd  Act,  particularly  by  the 
Chairman,  Mr.  IToben,  a-^  well  as  by  the  other  members  of  the 
Executive  (Committee,  and  by  the  untiring  elforts  of  the  Secretary 
and  of  the  Truant  Officer. 

When  the  severity  of  the  winter  and  the  unusiud  prevalence  of 
children's  opi<leniic  diseases  are  taken  in  to  account,  an  increased 
percentage  of  3.2  is  somewhat  remarkabhs  ami  shows  what  may  be 
dt»ne  by  an  honest  and  judicious  enforcement  of  law. 

The  public  would  be  greatly  interested  in  knowing  more  fully 
the  character  and  extent  of  the  duties  of  the  Truant  Officer.  Here- 
after such  information  should  be  embodied  in  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  School  Board.  In  the  meantime  I  may  give  a  detailed  statement 
of  his  work  for  November,  -December  and  January  of  the  last  school 
year. 

Number  of  children  reported  for  irregular  attendance  177 

"                  "               "           "     truancy 61 

Cautionary  notices ISO 

Boys  siunmoned  for  truancy 15 

"     sentenced  to  institutions 14: 

"     committed 6 

Notices  to  Principals 150 

Parents  summoned  before  the  Executive 21 

«             "               "       "     Magistrate 6 

Parents  fined  in  Court 5 

This  work  is  carried  on  throughout  the  year  until  June.  After 
that  ho  takes  a  careful  census  of  all  children  of  school  age,  visiting 
for  that  purpose  every  residence  in  the  city. 


134 


HALIFAX     CITY  SCHOOI^S. 


TABLE   II. 


Abstract   of   Ilioir    Sciiooi.   Grades. 


• 

1 903. 

11U)4. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

County  Acadeiiij^ : 

Grade  D 

138 

i:n 

10 

8 

1 

"       C 

"       B 

103             113 
64               72 

•       ••-•••* 

322 

Totiil 

305 

17 

• 

High  Schools : 

Grade  D 

78 
23 
13 

84 
.32 
10 

6 
9 

•       •       •       ••••% 

"       C 

"       B 

3 

Total 

'          114  !         126 

i                  1 

12 

Accwleiny  — Cost  per  pupil.  . 
High  Schools     "           *'     .  . 

:  i!t37   10 
:«  4G 

•$39  25 
35  47 

?!2  15 
01 

On  this  tahle  we  have  the  nuniher  of  pupils  of  grades  D,  C  and  t 
belonging  to  our  Academy  and  other  High  Schools.  The  total  nuiii 
ber  is  448,  an  increase  of  29  over  the  previous  year. 


In    round    nunil)ers    ahont    800    hovs    enter    our    schools     each^c  ^» 

« 

year.  Of  these  one  out  of  five  reaches  the  High  Schools,  but  onl 
one  out  of  forty  coni])]etos  th(»  course*.  Alxmt  the  same  number  o 
girls  enter  each  year,  of  whom  om*  out  of  three  reaches  the  Ilig 
Schools,  and  one  out  of  thirteen  c(mi])letes  the  course. 

The  number  oi  girls  graduating  from  the  High  ScIkh^Is  is  thei 
fore  more  than  three  times  the  number  of  boys  who  do  the  same. 

With  only  one  boy  out  of  forty  receiving  a  full  High  Schoor''^' 
education  we  cannot  be  said  to  be  an  over-educated  people.     Th^     ^ 
percentage  of  pupils,  receiving  an  academic  education,  is  but  littl —  ^ 
better  for  the  city  of  Halifax  than  it  is  for  the  province  as  a  wholeE^ 
and  far  below  that  of  Annapolis,   Antigonish,   Kings,   Pictou  c^^ 
Colchester. 


The  D  classes  in  the  Academy  are  so  large  that  pupils  weak  i 
any  particidar  subject  and  requiring  individual  attention  cannc 


n 

cannot 


•rhirt  JocluleA  the  Acctdemy'B  share  ot  t\\©  SvviVAw*  VxjltvA^ 
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p<3ceive  it.  For  instance,  after  the  teacher  in  English  has  explained' 
the  general  principles  of  the  lesson  for  the  day  and  corrected  all  the 
mistakes  in  the  written  exercises  that  are  common  to  most  of  the- 
pupils,  there  still  remain  many  mistakes  peculiar  to  certain  pupils. 
For  want  of  time  these  mistakes  remain  uncorrected,  imtil  at  last 
incorrect  habits  are  formed.  If  the  number  of  pupils  in  a  class  was 
limited  to  25  as  in  the  High  Schools  of  the  United  States,  the  ten- 
dency to  such  incorrect  habits  would  be  prevented  and  the  Academy 
would  acquire  as  high  a  reputation  for  the  quality  of  its  work  as  it 
fias  done  for  the  quantity. 

In  Alexandra  School  there  is  a  class  of  irregular  grade  D  pupils 
doing  as  good  work  as  those  of  equal  ability  in  the  Academy.  If 
2n:*ade  1)  work  could  be  done  in  one  of  the  schools  north  or  west  of  the 
Commons  it  would  be  a  great  convenience  to  many  who  are  now  at 
boo  great  a  distance  from  the  Academy.  It  w^ould  also  relieve  tlie 
congestion  in  the  Academy  and  give  a  chance  for  more  thorough 
work. 

Better  opportunities  for  work  are  also  needed  in  St.  Patrick's 
Sirls'  High  School.  One  hundred  pupils  of  grades  D,  C  and  B  are 
aow  crowded  into  two  orilinary  departments  and  a  small  class-room 
ipart  from  the  main  building.  There  is  no  laboratory  for  physics  or 
;hemistry,  and  no  suitable  room  for  the  (Commercial  class.  It  is  to 
De  hoped  that  improved  conditions  may  be  supplied  at  an  early  date. 


TABLE  HI. 

Changes  in  the  Teaciiixg   Staff. 
^f'suj nations : 

Miss  H.  E.  DeWolfe  .  .  .  from  8th  dept.  Compton  Av.  School. 

''    M.  E.  O'Donnell  .  .  "  4th  ' 

Sr.  Rose  Vincent *'  12th  ''  St.  Patrick's  Girls'  Scliool. 

^'    Frances "  7th  '' 

Miss  W.  R.  Conrod "  5th  "  Albro  St.  School. 

"    W.  E.  Burbidge  .  .  ''  7th  "  Morris  St.  School. 

"    M.  J.  Donovan  ...  '*  4th  "  St.  Mary's  Boys'  School. 

''    A.  G.  Gray "  8rd  "  Acadian  School. 


[ppoinimfnis : 

Miss  L.  M.  Boak Class  B  to  7th  dept.  Compton  Av.  Sdi. 

Mr.  H.  H.  Blois "  C  ♦'  2nd  Bo vs' dept.  Jlorris  St.  Sch 

Miss  A.  W.  Burbidge  ...  "  B  '*  7th 

Grace  Moody "  B  "  8th 

R.  A.  Bentley "  D  "  4th     "         ''    Quinpool  Rd" 

"    M.  L.  Grant "  B  "  8th     "         "    Compton 


i<  t(  i(  t< 

it 


II 


II 
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Ajfpoiiityii^nt.s : 

Mr.  M.  F.  Jein»nott  .  .  .  .Clrtss  I)  to  Afric-ville  Sch* 

Sr.  Acriies *     H  '    7tli  dupt.  8t.  Patrick\s  Girls'. 

:Uiss  E.  K.  Hrown "     ]i  -  4th  Alhro  St.  School. 

E.  Allen '     B  '    4th  dept.     St.     Mary  s 

Boys'. 
K.  O.  Sanders  ....      "    B  **  otii  "    Conipton     Av. 

Sch. 
Sr.  Miuy  of  St.  Elizabeth     "    C  G(»d  Shephod    " 

Miss  E.  MacDonald  ....      ''    C  Acmleniv 

Sr.  Madeline ''    C  ''   7th  Girls'  dept,  Yoimg  St.    " 

Miss  M.  E.  Woolrich  ...      "     B    *  7th     *•         "     Morris  St.    " 
"    A.  E.  Weaver Special  Teacher  of  Dniwing- 

Travxferrerf : 

Mine.  E.  Murray  .  .  .  .  from  3rd  to  2nd  dept.  CoUet^e  St.  School. 

M.  J.  Murphy  .     "     2nd   '  3rd     "  " 

Mr.  VV.  K.  Haverstock    *'     1  si  dept.  Richmond  to  8rd  dept.  Comp^ 

ton  Avenue  School. 
Miss  M.  C.  Brims.  ...     "     7th  tooth  dept.  Morris  St.  Scliool. 

Sr.  Evaristus "     2nd  "  1st     "      St.  Patrick's  Girls'  Sch 

Miss  M.  E.  Woolrich.     "     7th  dept.  Morris  St.  Sch.  to  4th  dept, 

Albro  St.  School. 
"    E.  II.  Brown.  .  .     "    4th  dept.  Albro  St.  Sch.  to  7th  dept. 

Morris  St.  School. 

Tempimti'if : 

Sr.  Madeline.  .  .  to  Youn^  St.  School. 

Mme.  Finn '*  College  St.      " 

Miss  W(^lls *'  Yoimg  St.      " 

Sr.  Lawienct;  .  .  "  8...  Patrick's  Girls'  School. 

Miss  B.  Liechti.  "  Alexandra  Sc1um)1. 

*'     Hazlr "  Albro  St. 

*'     Ciarroway .  *'  Morris  St. 

Mme.  O'Loane .  .  *'  Collw(»  St. 


<4 


a 


it  <i 


Leiive  of  A  bsence : 

Sr.  DeChanttd,  one  year. 

Mme.  M.  J.  Murphy,  six  months. 

Miss  M.  J.  Donovan,  seven  months. 

*'      E.  C  Torrey,  three 

*'      M.  E.  Devine, 

"      M.  I.  Moseley,  six  weeks. 

Dh^d: 

Mme.  M.  J.  Murphy. 

This  table  merely  gives  the  details  of  the  rcsignationB,  appoint- 
monts,  transfers,  etc.,  of  teachers. 
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Mme.  M.  J.  Murphy  wlio,  on  ac<joiint  of  illness,  obtained  leave  of 
absence  early  in  the  year,  died  during  Christmas  holidays.  She  will 
be  greatly  missed  from  the  teaching  staff  of  College  Street  School. 
She  had  a  good  kindergarten  training  in  Halifax,  and  after  some 
experience  in  teaching  she  took  a  pedagogical  course  of  training  in 
Montreal.  She  was  possessed  of  rare  tact,  broad  and  deep  sympathy 
with  every  class  of  pupils,  and  much  knowledge  of  human  nature,  so 
tliat  without  friction  she  secured  the  good  will  and  best  efforts  of  her 
class — the  older  boys  of  the  school. 

The  number  of  resignations  last  year  was  eight,  which  is  three 
more  than  the  average. 

Six  teachers  asked  for  leave  of  absence  on  account  of  illness,  but 
none  in  order  to  study  the  educational  system^>  of  other  countries,  or 
that  they  might  resume  their  duties  with  broadened  views  and 
renewed  energy,  pleasure  and  efficiency.  In  the  city  of  ITalifax, 
where  vacancies  on  the  teaching  staff  are  filled  by  those  who  have 
been  educated  almost  wholly  in  our  own  schools,  it  is  most  desirablo 
that  our  teachers  should  occasionally  go  abroad  in  order  that  they 
may  escape  the  narrowness,  bigotry  and  inefficiency  that  characterize 
those  who  do  not  avail  themselves  of  the  world's  experience.  Deep 
interest,  inspiration  and  breadth  come  from  sc^oing  ihoyq  readily 
than  from  reading.  Japan,  in  tho  last  fifty  years,  learned  more  from 
the  experience  of  other  nations  than  from  her  own  ex])erience  in  the 
previous  5,000  years,  so  that  now  she  is  able  t<^  cope  successfully  with 
a  much  larger  nation  too  proud  or  stui>id  to  appropriate  the  methods 
and  discoveries  of  other  peopUs.     Willi  ideas  borrowed  from  Eno;li8h 

chemists  Germany  is  manuf:icturin«:  aniline  dves  fur  all  the  world. 

Many  of  our  teachers  have  had  no  special  training  for  their 
duties, — at  the  best  only  eight  or  nine  months  in  the  Xonnal  School. 
To  remedy  this  defect  a  few  of  them  should  occasionally  be  i^iven  an 
0])portunity  to  study  educational  problems  in  other  provinces  or 
countries,  so  that  they  mav  return  to  their  duties  with  the  new  ideas 
and  vigor  that  a  change  often  effects. 

In  Toronto  the  school  by-laws  provide  that  "  any  teacher  who 
has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Board  for  three  years  consecutively 
shall  \ye  entitled  to  six  months'  leave  of  absence  ''  without  salary,  and 
'*  any  teacher  who  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Board  for  six  years 
shall  be  entitled  to  one  year's  leave  of  absence  "  without  salary. 

A  similar  privilege  is  allowed  to  teachers  in  some  cities  of  the 
Fnited  States,  but  with  a  part  of  the  snhry  retained.  In  Cambridge, 
after  ten  years'  of  service,  leave  of  absence  is  permitted  for  purposes 
of  study  or  travel,  the  teacher  receiving  one-third  of  his  salary.  From 
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this  cxix^iKliture  the  city  gains  the  service  of  a  renewed  man,  with 
new  inspiration  and  ideas  which  benetit  not  only  his  own  de})artment 
but  all  other  teachers  with  wlioni  he  conies  in  contact.* 


•    .rr- 


TABLE    IV.— ACADEMY. 


Provincial  Examination  Results. 


1903. 


1904. 


Oradr. 


D 
C 
B 


No 


No. 


Knr.,IIod.  ,„»P|l^Sl. 


ObtAincHl 
Grade  ap- 
plied for 


Obtained 
Hoino 
{irrade.    ! 


No. 
Enrolled 


No.       .Obtained 

applied  j Grade  ap- 

for  Kxiim.  plied    for. 


137 

113 

72 


97 
70 
38  1 


Obtained 
Home. 
Grade. 


Tottil       305  i     203 


177 


11)3 


322  '     205 


8() 
(>1 
29 

17() 


80 
70 

an 


194 


1903. 

Per  cent,  apjdying  for  examination <>G 

of  B's  obtaining:  grade  applietl  for 85 

k.                              a                         ki                  *i  Q   1 

"              ''           ''        '' 90 

"      ^'      of  all  candidat-es  ol)taining  grade  apjdied  for  87 

of  enrolled  pu])ils       **             *^            ''         '^  58 


"      "      of  C'a 

"       "       of  1)'9 

a 


19<U. 

70 

87 
88 
85 
54 


TAliLE   v.— ST.   PATRTCK\S  GIRLS'  HIGH   SCHOOL. 


Provincial    Examination    Results. 


1 903. 


Grade. 


T) 
C 
B 


No. 
Enrolled 


52 
22 
13 


N(».       i  Obtaini'd  i  Obtaineil 
rtjiplicd    i     Gradi'    j     -!t>:no 
for  Exam.     :-iong:ht.       Giaxl'.*. 


Total  '     87 


32 
1() 
11 


15 
11 
11 


No. 


mn. 

So.       !  Obtaiiied  T'()btaincd 


i.'«;\ii,  .1      applied    ■     iinwlo    ;     some 
EniolWd    for  Exam.    souKhl.       Gradt*. 


59 


37 


15 
L5 
11 

41 


45 
29 
10 

84 


18 
18 
10 

4() 


12 
15 
10 


37 


12 
18 
10 


40 


•An  .appendix  A  to  thiw  Report  will  bo  found  Home  Interesting  observations  on  the  Hcbools 
of  Boston,  made  by  a  toa"h'»r  to  wh.nn  the  H-Oifax  >*cliool  Uo:u'<l  Mran^erl  leave  of  absence 
some  time  a{<o.  It  will  bo  notetl  how  thorouKhly  the  vi^il  was  enjoyotl  and  how  profltAble 
if  mus«.  have  been  directly  to  the  teacher  ana  ind'.re^^tly  U^  those  with  whom  she  mw 
aanocialcd. 
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1903.  HKM. 

Per  cent,  applying  for  examination 07  54 

of  B's  obtaining  grade  applied  for 100  100 

''      "      of  G's       ''              '    68  8:i 

"      "      of  TVs       "              "            ''         "    40  6G 

"      "'      of  all  candidates  obtaining  grade  applied  for  02  80 

"      "      of  enrolled  pupils       ''            ''           ''       "  42  44 


The  work  of  the  Academy  and  of  the  other  High  Schools  is  tested 
mainly  by  the  Provincial  Examinations.  It  is  therefore  to  be 
expected  that  teachers  and  students  will  pay  special  attention  to  those 
subjects  which  give  the  best  examination  results,  for  the  standing  of 
the  school  to  a  large  extent  depends  upon  a  large  percentage  of  its 
pupils  passing  successfully. 

About  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  those  who  enter  the  Academy  are 
merely  waiting  for  the  first  desirable  situation  that  may  offer  in  a 
bank,  store  or  machine  shop.  As  a  rule  such  students  do  not  take  a 
deep  interest  in  the  more  diflicult  studies.  It  would  of  course  be  to 
their  advantage  if  they  could  receive  special  attention  in  some  of  the 
studies  which  would  assist  them  in  securing  situations.  But  the  time 
and  energy  of  the  teachers  must  be  mainly  devoted  to  the  other 
seventy-five  per  cent,  who  mean  to  complete  the  course  and  secure 
the  higher  mental  development  which  it  afi'ords,  and  whose  ]>a rents 
insist  upon  having  their  children  well  prepared  to  pass  the  Govern- 
ment examination. 

That  our  High  Schools  hold  a  satisfactory  positiim  in  this  respect 
is  evident  from  the  larji^e  percentage  of  candidates  who  are  successful 
in  the  Provincial  examinations. 

The  thoroughness  of  the  trainina:  received  is  still  furtlier  shown 
by  the  success  of  thos(»  who  ent(»r  the  colleirt»s  in  cnrrying  (jif  more 
than  their  share  of  tlu»  honors.  In  pro(>f  of  this  T  might  instance  the 
creditable  record  of  ^Ir.  Gilbert  Stairs  (who  won  the  Bhodes  scholar- 
ship), and  indeed  of  nearly  all  of  our  students  who  pursue  a  high(»r 
education. 

Those  who  framed  our  Academic  Course  of  Study  were  undoubt- 
edly right  in  providing  for  a  good  general  education  raUuT  than  a 
special  training  along  narrow  liu(»s.  Even  if  it  were  wise  to  Vtrin 
to  specialize  at  an  earlier  age  than  at  present,  it  wouhl  be  impossible 
to  do  so  to  any  great  extent  in  the  Halifax  Academy  without  doing 
great  injustice  to  all  the  students  not  interested  in  the  ])arlicular  line 
of  business  receiving  special  prominence,  and  equally  unfair  to  those 
receiving  the  business  training.  Under  the  present  course  of  study 
the  teachers  of  the  Academy  do  an  enormous  amount  of  work,  but  it 
is  claimed  by  some  that  it  is  not  sufficiently  })ractica1.     Suppose  that 
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history,  which  gives  breadth  of  view    and    political    wisdom,    that 
_geoin(»try,  which  teadies  us  to  rci'.son  accurately,  and  scienc(\  which 
makes  iis  masters  of  our  physical  environment,  were  all  droppe<l  from 
the  cours(\  and  that  the  energies  now  devoted  to  these  sul)j(»cts  were 
mainly  sp(-nt  in  training  for  business,  there  would,  within  a  very  few 
jrears,  be  large  numbers  of  expert  penmen  ami  exceHent  book-k<^e|)er3 
for  v;hom  no  employment  could  be  found,  while  those  selecting  other 
\'t)C:itions  would  be  lacking  in  the  all-round  training  which  an  enlight- 
ened Council  of  Public  Instrnction,  rej)resenting  all  sections  of  the 
country  and  all  interests,  now  provides  for  all  classes. 

In  the  strenuous  struggle  for  existence  under  modern  conditions 
the  majority  of  our  young  people  are  compelled  too  early  to  c<»ntine 
their  ar  lent  ion  within  the  narrow  limits  of  their  special  vocation.  It 
is  well,  therefore?, — it  is  ni^cessary  for  the  good  of  s^x'iety  that  as 
many  students  as  j)ossible,  as  long  as  ])ossible,  should  seek  a  general 
all-round  development,  that  theTC  may  be  a  sufficient  nunii)er  of 
leaders  to  co-ordinate  the  diverse  social  problems  ever  pressing  for 
adjustment. 

It  is  unreasonablo  to  expect  such  students  to  be  as  expert  in  some 
line  of  technical  skill  as  the  man  whr>  has  devoted  all  his  life  to  that 
subject,  and  to  whom  it  therefore  seems  to  be  all-important. 

And  yet  a  bov  who  has  received  a  good  High  S<'hool  education, 
though  at  first  he  niav  1)e  slow  in  writiujir  or  addin.cr,  or  defective  in 
-apellinfi",  will  in  a  short  time,  with  a  very  litth^  office  practii*e,  far  out- 
strip the  boy  whose  only  equipment  is  good  penmanship  and  '^  rai)id 
■figuring''.  In  every  new  and  difficult  situation  he  will  show  hi?« 
^eater  originality  and  executive  ability.  This  fact  the  shrewder 
business  men  are  beninning  to  recognize,  and  many  of  them  invari- 
ably select  the  bov  who  has  laid  a  broad  foundation  by  mental  disci- 
pline,  in  preference  to  the  boy  whose  course  has  been  narrowed  and 
confined  to  technical  skill. 

If  bankers  and  book-l<eepers  have  a  rijrht  to  demand  that  the 
^neral  course  in  the  Academy  sh^dl  supply  them  with  expert  account- 
ants, then  the  builders  and  plumbers  have  an  equal  right  to  demand 
ifrom  the  Aodemv  skilled  mechanics,  or  the  architects  and  engineers 
may  demand  skilled  draughtsmen. 

These  occupations  are  all  to  be  learned  in  technical  schools  or 
l)nsiness  colleges.  It  was  on  this  principle  that  the  School  Poard 
established  a  commercial  department  in  the  Academv.  It  is  from 
this  department  or  from  the  Maritime  Business  College  that  the 
supply  of  book-keepers  should  be  dra^vn.  If  the  graduates  of  this 
<lepartment  are  not  up  to  the  mark,  then  undoubtedlvthe  bankers  and 
insurance  companies  have  a  right  to  complain ;  but  of  the  other 
Wlopartments  of  the  Academy  thev  should  expect  no  more  than  all  the 
ofher  citizens  who  are  e(\\A5\\\y  \T\\Q\*e'^tQd. 
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All  this  is  not  to  be  taken  to  mean  that  I  wonld  favor  any  neglect 
of  the  three  R's.  On  the  contrary,  I  hold  that  e\'ery  teacher  should 
always  insist  upon  accuracy  and  neatne.->s  in  every  written  exercise. 
The  most  trustworthy  evidence  that  I  can  obtain  shows  that  in  this 
respect  we  are  on  an  average  gradually  improving  every  year. 

Commercial   Cotrsk. 

A  considerable  number  of  the  pupils  of  the  Academy  within  the 
last  few  years  asked  that  opportunities  might  be  ))rovided  in  the 
Academy  w^hereby  they  might  be  enabled  t^)  give  special  attention  to 
those  subjects  w^hich  would  fit  them  for  office  work  and  for  mercantile 
pursuits.  Although  the  Course  of  Study  was  not  intended  particu- 
larly  for  that  purpose,  yet  the  School  Board,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
Halifax  is  so  largely  a  mercantile  community,  considered  that  » 
commercial  department  would  be  of  great  benefit  to  a  largo  number. 
Accordingly,  about  the  first  of  Xovember,  1003,  a  room  in  the 
Academy  was  fitted  up  with  typewriters,  and  Miss  E.  M.  .Macdonald^ 
a  graduate  of  the  Maritime  lousiness  College,  was  engaged  to  teach 
shorthand,  typewriting  and  penmanship.  The  other  subjects  of  the 
Course  were  taken  by  Prin<iii)al  Kennedy,  Mr.  Alorton,  Mr.  Logan 
and  Miss  Mackintosh. 

About  thirty-three  students  joined  the  various  classes,  some 
devoting  their  whole  time  to  the  work,  and  others  dividing  their  time 
between  the  commercial  and  the  regular  courses.  The  standard  of 
examination  having  been  placed  high,  only  three  candidates  were 
recommended  for  diplomas  at  the  end  of  a  year's  study. 

The  work  so  far  has  been  largely  tentative,  but  it  seems  to  have 
been  conclusively  proved  that  the  course  is  of  very  much  greater  value 
to  those  who  have  first  completed  the  regular  course  and  who  after- 
wards give  their  undivided  attention  for  one  year  to  the  connnercial 
subjects,  than  it  can  be  to  those  who  have  not  had  a  good  training 
for  the  period  of  three  years  in  High  School  work.  A  thorough 
training  in  English  is  absolutely  necessary  to  one  who  would  become 
a  good  reporter  or  even  a  typew^riter. 

The  more  advanced  pupils  had  a  good  course  of  reading  in: 
economics  with  Mr.  Logan.  The  a])plication  of  legal  princi])les  and 
usage,  to  commercial  and  ordinary  business  transactions,  w^a& 
explained  by  Principal  Kennedy.  The  usual  two  years'  course  in 
book-keeping  was  supplemented  by  more  advanced  work  under  the 
direction  of  Mr.  Morton.  Miss  Mackintosh  directed  the  attention 
of  the  pupils  to  materials  of  commerce  and  the  interchange  of  com- 
modities between  various  countries. 

The  School  Board  was  particularly  fortunate  in  their  selection  of 
Miss  Macdonald  for  the  more  technical  subjects.     She  has  all  the 
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qnalilicatioiis  tliat  <^o  (o  make  a  siuvessfnl  toaeher:  skill,  enthusiasm, 
an<l  the  ea])aeity  l\»r  hard  work.  Kverv  nii?iut(»  of  her  time  is  utilized 
to  the  best  advantage,  an<]  her  |)U])ils  enjoyed  their  work. 

Tablk  vr.— common  schools. 

For  this  table  some  of  the  more  interesting  details  regarding  each 
department  have  been  stdretcnl  from  the  Teachers'  Annual  Kelurns. 

Acadian  School. — The  work  in  this  school  has  been  very  satis- 
factory,  especially  when  we  consi<ler  the  difficulties  against  which 
the  teacliers  had  to  contend.  Miss  Ih'iice,  the  Princi})al,  thoroughly 
nu<lerstands  the  situation  and  shows  good  judgment  in  dealing  with 
p:n'ents  and  ]>upil<.  l]y  the  resignuition  of  Miss  Gray  she  loses  a 
vajuable  assistant,  M'ho  was  uniformly  most  ])atient  and  helpful  to 
the  dull  and  sympathetic  toward  the  unfortunate.  There  was  an 
increase  of  20  in  the  enrolment. 

Afrlcvlllc  School. — As  a  result  of  the  teacher's  efforts  the  enrol- 
ment and  average  attendance.',  previously  very  low,  xv-ere  givatly 
improved. 

Alhro  Si  reef  School. — An  increased  attendance  of  47  ]mpiU  iiuide 
it  necessary  to  reo|)en  <jne  of  the  de])artments  re^'cntlv  closed.  The 
number  of  a<lvance(l  pupils  in  this  school  was  much  reduced  by  the 
admission  of  boys  into  the  higher  departments  of  Alexandra  and 
Com])tou  Avenue  Schools.  This  disadvantage  will  (Hsai)iK»ar  In^fore 
long,  as  girls  have  been  recently  admitted  into  the  higher  depart- 
ments of  Albro  Street  School. 

Alexandra  School. — Grad(»s  VTIT  and  TX  are  now  tausrlit  bv 
Princi])al  Butler  and  Miss  Marshall  conjointly — Mr.  Butler  taking 
Latin  and  Mathematics,  and  ^liss  ^[arshall  the  other  subjects.  Their 
pupils  were  very  successful  at  the  grayling  examinations. 

This  scho(»l  owes  much  in  the  teaching  of  drawing  to  Miss 
Brodie's  artistic  abilities. 

The  purchase  and  removal  of  a  dwelling  house  which  was  adjacent 
to  the  school,  has  added  much  to  the  boys'  ])layground,  and  to  the 
light  and  cheertulness  of  one  of  the  departments  of  the  school. 

Indaslrial  School. — The  attendance  in  this  sclux>l  is  unfortu- 
nately incr(*asing.  There  was  an  enrolment  of  00  pupils  last  year, — 
altogt^ther  too  many  for  one  teacher,  considering  the  diversity  of 
attainment  and  tlu^  indivi<lual  attention  needed  by  boys  of  that  class. 
Probably  no  one  in  the  circumstances  could  have  done  better  than 
Mr.  Blois.  ITe  was  ])articularly  successful  in  creating  an  interest 
for  manual  training  among  the  br)ys.  Of  the  large  number  of  such 
exhibits  at  the  Provincial  Exhibition,  none  excelled  that  from  this 
school. 
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MaryviUc  School. — In  proportion  to  its  j^ize  this  school  has  the 
host  school  library  in  the  citv.  It  was  considerably  enlarired  last 
year,  chiefly  by  a  liberal  donation  from  JMr.  K.  I.  Hart. 

Morris  Sirrct  School  still  continues  to  supply  to  the  Academy  a 
very  large  pro])ortion  of  its  pupils. 

The  R,  ('.  ()rphana(/c  had  i*K)  pu|)i]s  enrollcMl  un<ler  two  teacluM's 
who  excel  in  their  respective  dej)':'rtHieuts. 

Quinpool  Iload  School, — The  progress  of  this  school  in  attend- 
ance and  efficiencv  within  the  last  two  v(»ars  has  been  vevv  niiirktMl. 
This  has  l)eeu  in  part  due  to  the  greatly  improved  acc<niimodations, 
but  cliiefly  to  the  energy  and  ability  of  tlie  Principal,  Miss  1 .  M, 
Bowden,  ably  sup])orted  by  loyal  assistants.  At  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  R.  I.  Hart,  and  avSsisted  by  a  contribution  from  him  of  $100,  a 
well  selected  school  library  costing  $200  was  s(»cured.  It  is  fonnd 
to  be  very  much  ap])reciated  by  the  pupils  and  by  their  ])arents  also, 
and  is  utilized  to  stimulate  regular  school  work. 

Seeing  that  a  good  i>iano  in  the  Assembly  Hall  wouM  ad<l  very 
much  to  its  usefulness,  Mr,  Hart  also  co?itributed  $50  for  that  ])ur- 
pose;  and  others,  stimulated  by  his  generosity,  raised  the  balance. 

Willi  a  good  assembly  hall  thus  e(piipp(;d,  and  with  enthusiastic 
teachers  ami  pupils,  it  was  fimnd  nossible  to  have  concc^rts  and  ent(»r- 
tainments  not  only  pleasant  and  profitable  to  the  ]>eo])lo  of  that 
neighlxmrhood,  but  also  a  source  of  n»venu(*  which  was  used  for 
buying  books,  suitable  pictures,  and  other  su])])lies. 

The  people  of  this  locality  may  well  be  ])roud  of  their  new  school; 
and,  as  they  have  street  car  accommodations,  it  now  needs  but  good 
sewerage  to  make  this  one  of  the  best  residential  parts  of  the  city. 

*S7.  PatriciyR  Girls'  School. — The  (enrolment  in  this  school  shows 
an  increase  of  4C,  necessitating  the  o])ening  of  an  additional  depart- 
ment, for'which  a  room  had  to  be  obtained  at  some  distance  from  the 
main  school. 

That  the  work  of  every  grade  is  thorough,  and  that  a  good  found- 
ation is  laid  for  High  School  work,  is  sh(»wn  by  the  fact  that  for  the 
last  two  years  every  candidate  for  grade  U  passed  the  Government 
examination — a  record  perhaps  not  e(puilled  in  any  other  school  in 
the  Province. 

Last  year  much  attention  was  given  to  music  (the  Staff  Xotation) 
in  St.  Cecilia's  department.  Her  pupils  won  the  first  place  in  a 
competition  which  took  place  in  the  Academy  against  Morris  Street 
School  (Staff  IS^otafion),  St.  Mary's  Boys'  School  (Tonic  Sol-fa), 
and  Albro  Street  School  (Tonic  Sol-fa).     The  competitors  from  St. 
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Mary's  Hoys'  Seh<x>l  Avero  b<4ow  tho  avera*re  ages  bnt  ^showed  remark' 
able  protieiencv, — mucli  more  than  they  couhl  have  done  by  an  equal 
amount  of  drill  in  the  Staff  iS'otation.  They  were  trained  for  the 
contest  bv  Aliss  Dwyer. 

In  St,  Pairiciys  Howe  there  wer^  S+  pupils  enrolled.  The 
exhibit  of  ilannal  Training  work  was  excellent, — a  great  improve- 
ment on  the  pr(H?eding  year. 

S<'HOOT.  Exhibits. 
Last  year  the  Halifax  sehools  did  not  have  an  exhibit  of  their 

t. 

school  work  at  the  Provincial  Exhibition,  excepting  in  the  depart- 
ment of  Manual  Training.  It  was  found  that  the  time  of  the  pupils 
could,  every  second  yCiir,  be  used  to  ]>ertcr  advantnge  in  their  repdar 
school  Work.  It  was  also  corisidei(M.l  unfair  and  discouraging  to  the 
other  sections  of  the  Province  that  Halifax  should  every  year  take 
advantage  of  its  greater  opportunities  and  its  proximity  to  the 
Exhibition  to  secure  the  lion's  share  of  the  educational  awards. 

As  a  competition  of  this  kind  occasionally  is  stimulating  in  cer- 
tain forms  of  school  work,  it  is  ex^KK^ted  that  our  schools  will  have 
an  exhibit  next  fall. 

In  doing  so  we  will  show  chiefly  the  best  that  our  l>est  schools  can 
produce,  in  order  to  place  before  our  own  pu)>ils  and  any  others  who 
may  see  our  exhibits  as  high  an  ideal  as  possible,  so  that  they  may  bo 
stimulated  to  better  work. 

It  is  by  this  method,  adopted  in  every  department  of  the 
Exhibition,  that  the  Exhibition  Conmiissioners  expect  to  stimulate 
the  various  industries  of  the  Province. 

But  we  should  follow  the  example  of  Germany  in  showing  in 
some  typical  cases  the  entire  w-ork  of  the  school,  tlie  uca'st  as  well  as 
the  best,  so  that  a  correct  idea  of  actual  conditions  mav  be  formed. 

The  following  criticisms  of  the  educational  exhibits  at  St.  Louis, 
by  an  educational  expert,  may  help  to  give  our  teachers  the  right 
point  of  view  as  to  their  duties  in  this  connection. 

Of  the  British  exhibits  he  savs:  "It  seemed  to  indicate  that 
altogether  too  much  stress  is  laid  upon  mechanical  perfection. 
Painstaking  and  intense  application  appears  to  be  cultivated  to  an 
undue  degree,  and  form  made  an  end  of  supreme  importance. 
Thought,  power  and  originality  were  allowed  too  little  scope.  A 
tfhop-keeper's  pedagogy  seems  to  rule.  A  little  lesB  rigidity  in 
formal  drills  and  more  attention  to  substance  would  have  made  the 
.British  section  vastly  more  valuable." 
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Of  the  French  exhibit  he  says:  **  The  French  schoolmasters 
seem  to  make  a  specialty  of  developing  beautiful  penmanship.  The 
l)Ost  work  looked  as  if  it  might  have  been  produced  by  industrious 
monks  of  the  Middle  Ages,  instead  of  a  spirited  youngster  of  the 
busy  typewriter  day.  We  have  shaken  off  the  tyramiy  of  the  writing 
master  of  old.  The  new  age  is  making  new  demands  upon  the 
schools,  and  copper-plat<*  penmanship  is  not  one  of  them." 

Again  of  Newark :  "  Drill  in  idiomatic  expressions,  the  memor- 
izing of  good  prose,  insistf*nce  upon  neatness  and  accuracy  in  every 
exerciv^e  and  instruction  in  the  mechanics  of  written  language  seem 
to  form  the  essential  elements  of  the  classroom  course." 

It  is  also  curious  to  note  what  is  said  about  the  exhibits  from 
Japan,  which  seems  within  the  last  fifty  years  to  have  discovered 
«nd  assimilated  what  is  best  in  all  the  most  advanced  countries  of  the 
world :  "  They  have  a  keen  eye  to  business.  English  is  quite 
pjenerally  taught.  An  effort  has  T>een  made  to  present  the  actual 
work  of  whole  classes.  The  papers  lK»re  the  critical  marks  of  the 
teacher.  The  penmanship  was  predominantly  vertical,  the  Ameri- 
can style  being  followed  rather  than  the  British.  The  progress  of 
the  pupils  ill  English  appears  to  be  rapid." 

FiRB  Drti^l.. 

The  terrible  disaster  in  the  Chicago  theatre  made  prominent  the 
importance  of  fire  drill  in  schools.  Being  asked  by  the  Board  to 
report  on  the  Halifax  schools  in  this  connection,  1  submitted  the 
following  statement,  and  suggestions  were  adopted: 

*'  With  two  or  three  exceptions  our  public  schools  are  so  con- 
structed that  the  lives  of  the  pupils  would  not  be  endangered  by  any 
fire  that  might  occur.  For  the  most  part  the  school  buildings  are 
but  two  stories  high,  and  nearly  all  are  provided  with  two  or  more 
exits. 

Wliile  in  existing  conditions  fire  drill  is  scarcely  necessary  for 
the  present  safety  of  the  pupils,  it  is,  however,  most  desirable  that 
their  school  training  should  be  such  as  U>  form  the  habit  through  life 
of  acting  with  coolness  and  judgment  if  suddenly  confronted  in 
])ublic  buildings  or  elsewhere  with  danger  from  fire  or  other  calamity. 

I  would  therefore  recommend  that  a  simple  form  of  fire-drill  be 
instituted  in  the  Halifax  schools,  and  that  the  pupils  be  required 
once  a  month  to  retire  from  the  school-room  in  the  shortest  possible 
time  and  in  good  order  under  the  direction  of  the  principal,  super- 
visor or  any  of  the  school  commissioners, — the  fire  signal  and  other 
details  to  be  approved  by  the  conmiittee  on  teacliers. 

10 
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Extension    of    the    CoMruLSORY    Laws. 

For  the  reduction  of  juYenile  crime  a  rational  compulsory 
education  law,  properly  enforccil,  is  the  most  effective  agencv,  pro- 
vided the  ediicatiuu  supplied  is  of  the  right  kind.  Selfish  and 
thoughtless  parents  must  be  prevented  from  cheating  their  children 
out  of  the  educational  |)rivil(^ges  supplied  free  by  the  commuuity 
for  its  own  protection.  To  secure  this  object  a  Common  School 
education  at  least  is  necessary.  If  the  nec(^ssities  of  earning  a  live- 
lihood require  young  people  to  leave  the  day  scho<jl  before  they  have 
acquired  that  much,  they  should  be  compelled  to  attend  night  school 
until  they  can  pass  an  examination  in  grade  VIII.  Good  night 
8ch(X)ls  shoidd  be  provided  for  such  children. 

In  this  connection  I  may  give  the  following  resolution  which  was 
*  introduced  by  Commissioners  Taylor  and  Campbell  at  a  meeting  of 
the  School  Board  and  heartily  endorsed  by  it: 

*'  VfhereaH,  the  efficiency  of  our  public  schools  and  the  morality 
and  safety  of  the  community  would  be  greatly  promoted  by  a  more 
comprehensive  and  scientific  treatment  of  truants,  incorrigibles  and 
defective  children, 

Therefore  resolved ,  that  the  Halifax  School  Board  has  learned 
with  great  satisfaction  of  the  introduction  and  discussion  of  this 
8ubj(x;t  by  the  Attorney-General  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  they 
express  the  hope  that  this  action  may  result  in  the  enlargement  of  the 
scope  of  the  present  institutions  and  the  establishment  of  such  new 
classification  of  these  defective  classes  as  may  most  conduce  to  their 
improvement  and  the  reduction  of  their  numl>ers." 

Vacation   Schools. 

T  have  on  former  (K'casions  referred  to  the  need  for  vacation 
schools.     The  sul)ject  is  so  important  that  I  vent\ire  to  refer  to  it 
again,  adapting  t/>  our  circumstances  the  words  of  a  distinguished 
educationist  who  has  had  ex])erience  of  such  schools: — There  exists 
a  hurtful  prejudice^  among  our  people  to  the  effect  that  school  build- 
ings and  play  grounds  should  be  used  only  for  ordinary  school  pur- 
poses, and  only  for  five  hours  a  day  for  five  days*a  week  for  iorty 
weeks  in  the  year,  and  that  all  this  costly  property  should  lie  idle  an.^^ 
he  uny>roductive  all  the  rest  of  the  time.     I  rememl>er  that  durii"^? 
my  first  experience  in  teaching,  the  building  was  used  five  and  a-ha  "5^ 
days  in  tJie  week  from  9  oVhjck  until  4,  with  a  class  after  school  f  ^cjr 
advanced  study,  and  was  a  center  fi^r  singing  school,  debating  societ  ^> 
spelling  matches,  lectures  and  entertainments  during  the  evenings      ^^ 
the  week,  and  that  the  plaj^-ground  was  used  on  Saturday  afterDO(^^^ 
and  holidays  for  most  exciting  games  of  baseball ;  in  fact,  that  tz:"!^ 
school  house  and  grounds  were  an  educational  center  for  the  oo^a^i- 
mumty. 
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The  })riucip]e  governiug  tluj  use  of  school  bnihliugs  and  yards  is 
tlie  need  of  the  comniuuity.  lu  ^'e\v  York,  iu  the  densely  populated 
sections,  there  are  five  school  biiihliugs  that  are  in  almost  constant 
use  from  8  a.m.  to  10  pan.  WliQn  a  building  is  hjcated  in  a  com- 
munity that  can  use  it  all  tlie  time,  it  sh«»uld  be  so  used,  and  it  should 
be  provider!  with  all  the  conveniences  and  facilities  that  the  neces- 
sary activities  require. 

The  principles  to  be  secured  may  be  set  forth  as  follows:     (a) 
Development  of  the  natural  activities  of  the  growing  child  in  a  city 
where  well  directed  or  free  natural  activity  is  otherwise  suppressed; 
acquisition  of  skill  in  doing,  constructing  and  expressing  enlarged 
intelligence    through    contact    with    things    and    operations,      (b) 
Moral  training  by  a  system  of  discipline  that  engages  children  ia 
social  co-operation,  in  organization,  in  subordination,  and  the  exer- 
cise of  functions  belonging  to  individuals  in  a  community.     Added 
to  the  positive  activities  for  children  to  engage  in  are  the  advantages 
derived  from  enjoyable  occupations,  amusement,    and    segregation 
from  baBeful  influences  of  the  street  and  centei's  where  idlers  congre^ 
gate,  care  and  protection  from  dangers  in  the  street  and  on  the  water 
front,  cool,  healthful,  clean  atmosphta*e  during^  months  of  depressing 
heat. 

There  are  scores  of  children  in  Halifax  who  cannot  leave  the 
city  in  vacation,  who  during  the  whole  summer  do  not  go  even  as  far 
as  Point  Pleasant  Park,  but  who  play  the  whole  day  on  the  street?. 
It  is  an  absolute  waste  of  valual)le  property  to  have  fine  schools  lockcfl 
up  (luring  vacation,  when  children  are  obliged  to  sit  on  the  curb 
stones,  play  in  the  gutters  and  back  yards,  and  become  demoralized 
with  vile  associations,  unw^ashed  and  unkempt  from  the  time  the 
schools  close  in  June  until  they  open  in  Se])tember.  That  is  the 
season  of  the  year  when  juvenile  crime  is  on  the  increase.  The  pro- 
blein  is  not  so  much  how  to  make  the  property  productive  as  how  to 
make-the  children  productive  instead  of  suffering  in  the  hot  streets, 
when  ample  room  indoors  is  lying  unused.  The  pro))er  care  of  build- 
ings w-hen  oj>en  for  use  in  vacation  is  important.  Children  cannot  be 
tniste<i  with  the  liberty  of  such  ])remises  without  guidance  and 
restraint.  Janitors  or  untried  caretakers  are  incompetent  to  control 
large  numbers  of  children;  trained  disci]>linarian«i  and  trained 
instructors  are  necessary  to  re-strain  and  control  and  to  skilfully 
direct  all  these  activities. 

The  cost  of  maintaining  open  buildings  is  not  great  in  proportion 
to  the  good  that  may  be  done,  and  in  com]>arison  with  the  other  school 
work.  Analyzed  it  appears  that  the  cost  of  the  plant  is  nothing,  the 
added  equipment  and  supplies  very  small,  the  instruction  and  admin-^ 
istration  much  less  than  for  regular  schools. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  McKay^  Supervisor, 
Halifax,  February  6,  1905. 
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APPENDIX   D. 


SPECIAL  PROVINCIAL  INSTITUTIONS. 


L— HALIFAX     IXSTITFTION     FOR    THE     DEAF     AND 

DUMB,   1904. 

J.    Fearox,   Principal. 

« 

A.  H.  MacKay^  Esq.^  LL.D., 

Superintendent  of  Edvcation. 

SiR^ — I  beg  to  lay  beforo  y^ii  «  re|)ort  of  the  working  of  this  Insti- 
lution  for  the  year  ended  December,  1904. 

The  total  attendance  for  the  year  was  107.  Eight  new  pupils 
were  admitted  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  session,  one  of  whom,  after 
some  weeks  trial,  was  found  to  be  feeble-minded  and  was  sent  back 
to  her  home. 

The  health  of  the  pupils  during  the  year  was,  as  usual,  very  good, 
no  serious  illness  having  occurred  to  interrupt  the  work.  At  tbe 
.beginning  of  the  year  some  cases  of  measles  appeared,  but  all 
made  good  recoveries  and  were  soon  in  their  usual  good  health. 

The  work  of  the  schoolroom  has  gone  on  satisfactorily,  th« 
teachers  having  discharged  their  duties  faithfully  and  well.  The 
majority  of  the  pupils  arc  now  being  taught  on  the  oral  method,  and 
this  requires  smaller  classes  and  consequently  more  teachers.  As 
heretofore  the  boys  have  received  instruction  in  printing,  shoe- 
making,  tailoring  and  manual  training;  and  the  girls  in  dressmaking 
^nd  general  housework. 

By  a  clause  in  the  Education  Act  it  is  the  duty  of  teachers  in  tlie 
public  schools  of  this  province  to  report  the  presence  of  deaf  children 
of  school  age  not  yet  under  instructi(m  in  the  different  school  sections. 
\\Tien  this  law  was  first  made  it  was  carried  out  satisfactorily,  but 
for  the  last  year  or  two  no  report  has  reached  me  from  any  school 
Bection  in  the  province.     The  result  is  that  deaf  children  are  often 
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ten  or  even  twelve  years  of  ago  before  the  Institution  becomes  aware 
of  their  existenee,  and  doubtless  others  grow  up  untrained  and  unedu- 
cated. I  beg  to  bring  tliis  matter  to  your  attention  in  the  liopc  that 
something  may  be  done  to  make  known  more  fully  th(^  existence  of 
this  school  to  all  parents  of  deaf  children  throughout  this  province. 

Yours   respectfully^ 

•  J.  Fearon^   PrincipaK 


IL— HALIFAX    SCHOOL   FOR   THE    BLIND,    1904, 


(^)-THlRTY-FOURTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF 

MANAGERS. 

J.   C.  Mackintosh^  President, 

IjiTTBODUCTION. 

The  Board  of  Managers  have  great  pleasure  in  submitting  to  the 
members  of  the  Corporation,  to  the  Provineial  Governments  and 
Legislatures  interested,  and  to  the  many  friends  of  the  blind,  their 
thirty-fourth  annual  report;  and  in  so  doing  they  desire  to  acknow- 
ledge their  inclebfedness  to  a  kind  Providence  for  the  many  blessings 
vouchsafed  to  the  school  during  the  year  just  close<l. 

SUPKRINTKNDKNT  S     RkPORT. 

In  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  will  be  found  a  brief  sketch 
of  the  work  of  the  several  departments.  It  is  satisfactorv  to  vour 
Board  to  feel  that  the  departments  of  the  s(*ho<»l  are  in  such  an  excel- 
lent state  of  efficiency,  and  that  the  blind  vcmth  of  the  Maritime  Pro- 
vinces  and  Newfoundland  are  enjoying  so  many  educati<mal  advan- 
tages. 

The  members  of  the  teaching  staff  deserve  our  especial  thanks  for 
their  diligence  and  zeal  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  The  recom- 
mendation of  the  Superintendent  that  their  salaries  should  be 
increased,  merits  the  fullest  consideration.  The  other  matters 
referred  to  in  the  report  of  the  Su]ierintendent  are  worthy  <>f 
attention,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  of  interest  to  the  many  friends  of  this 
institution. 
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DOMKSTIC    DkPARTMEXT. 

It  has  boon  one  of  die  eliief  objects  of  your  Board  to  make  the 
Domestic  Department  of  the  school  satisfactory  in  all  res]:)ects. 
Before  the  new  building  was  erected  it  was  found  impossible  to  give 
to  the  teachers  and  ])upils  a  (juiet  home  life.  The  school  rooms  were 
sitting  rooms  and  the  music  rooms  were  dormitories.  The  pupils  ate, 
slept,  studied  and  played  in  the  atmosphere  of  a  school.  The  dormi- 
tories were  over-crowded  and  the  children,  young  and  old,  were 
obliged  to  live  in  very  close  contact.  Since  the  occupation  of  our 
new  Imilding  all  this  has  been  changed.  The  pupils  between  the 
iiges  of  six  and  eleven  (X?cupy  the  jimior  department  in  the  south  end 
of  the  new  building.  The  dormitories  in  this  department  are  fine 
airy  rooms,  and  the  children,  separated  from  the  older  pupils,  have 
the  direct  oversight^  of  their  own  teachers  and  their  matron.  Miss 
Lockward,  and  have  scope  in  their  playrooms  for  the  healthful  sports 
of  childhood.  The  girls  over  eleven  years  of  age,  and  the  other  ladies 
of  the  staff,  occupy  the  east  wung,  where,  out  of  school  hours,  they 
enjoy  a  quiet  and  happy  home  life.  Miss  E.  Lockward,  the  girls' 
matron,  has  succeeded  Miss  T.  Sims,  who,  much  to  the  regret  of 
teachers  and  pupils,  resigned  at  the  close  of  the  last  school  year. 

The  boys  over  eleven  years  of  age,  tlie  young  men,  and  the  male 
teachers  occupy  the  west  wing.  This  department  is  in  charge  of  the 
boys'  principal,  Mr.  S.  R.  Hussev.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Hussey,  act^^  as 
hojB^  matron  and,  like  the  matrons  of  the  other  departments,  is  kept 
very  busy  in  atten<ling  to  the  needs  of  the  pupils,  and  in  keeping  the 

dormitories,  sitting  rooms,  etc.,  well  aired  and  thoroughly  clean. 

# 

The  housekeeper,  'Mv^.  DrilHo,  has  charge  of  the  kitchen,  dining 
rooms,  etc.,  and  is  doing  her  be^t  to  carry  on  the  work  of  her  depart- 
ment economically  and  satisfactorily. 

Formal    Opening. 

The  new  building  was  formally  o]K*ned  by  the  Honorable  A.  G. 
Jones,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Nova  Scotia,  on  the  evening  of  the 
19th  of  April,  1904.  A  large  and  re])resentative  gathering  of  ladies 
and  gentlemen  was  present,  and  thoroughly  enjoyed  the  musical  and 
school  exercises  of  the  pupils.  At  nine  o'clock  the  spacious  new 
Assembly  Hall  was  filled  to  overflowing  by  an  audience  in  thorough 
sympathy  with  our  work.  Mr.  J.  C.  Mackintosh,  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Managers,  presided,  and  called  upon  His  Honor  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  to  formally  open  the  new  building.  Tlie 
Lieutenant-Governor  made  a  strong  and  telling  speech.  He  said 
that  the  people  of  the  '^^aritime  Provinces  and  Newfoundland  had 
pverv  reason  to  l>e  satisfied  with  the  great  work  which  the  School  for 
fbo  Blind  was  accomplishing,     Ho  cou^2it\\lated  the  Board  of  Man- 
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agers,  officials,  and  the  friends  of  the  School  upon  the  place  that  the 
School  had  won  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  of  these  Provinces.  He 
concluded  his  speech  by  formallj  declaring  the  new  building  open 
for  the  use  of  the  blind. 

Honorable  G.  H.  Murray,  Premier  of  Nova  Scotia ;  Honorable 
J.  W.  Longley,  Attorney-General  of  Nova  Scotia;  A.  B.  Crosby, 
Mayor  of  Halifax,  and  Dr.  C.  F.  Fraser,  Superintendent  of  the 
School,  made  short  addresses.  The  guests  were  then  entertained  in 
the  spacious  corridors,  where  refreshments  were  served  and  the  band 
of  the  school  played  a  short  programme  of  music. 

The  New  Building. 

The  new  building,  which  has  occupied  so  much  of  the  time  and 
attention  of  your  Board  during  the  past  two  years,  has  fully  met  our 
expectations.  The  floor  plans  of  the  building  are  arranged  with 
especial  care,  and  every  improvement  that  thought  or  experience 
could  suggest  has  been  adopted,  with  the  result  that  the  edifice  is  in 
truth  a  model  school  building  for  the  blind.  Mr.  J.  (3,  Dumaresq, 
the  architect,  took  the  utmost  pains  in  preparing  the  plans  and  speci- 
fications and  in  over-seeing  the  work  of  construction.  The  building 
presents  a  fine  appearance  and  is  in  every  way  most  creditable  to  him. 
Messrs.  Samuel  Marshall  &  Son  who,  with  their  sub-contractors, 
completed  the  erection  of  this  building  in  eighteen  months,  are  to  be 
congratulated  on  the  promptness  with  which  their  work  was  carried 
out.  We  feel  satisfied  that  the  Messrs.  Marshall  and  their  assistants 
have  lived  up  to  the  spirit  as  well  as  the  letter  of  their  contract,  and 
that  they  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the  building  is  one  of 
the  finest  in  Eastern  Canada. 

Your  Board  recognize  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the  generous  aid 
given  to  this  institution  by  the  Government  and  Legislature  of  Nova 
Scotia,  and  by  the  friends  of  the  blind  throughout  the  Maritime  Pro- 
vinces and  Newfoundland,  the  carrying  out  of  their  building  plans 
would  have  been  impossible. 

The  tenders  for  the  construction  of  the  building  were  in  excess  of 
the  original  estimates.  To  alter  its  plan  so  as  to  reduce  its  cost 
would  have  frustrated  many  of  the  objects  which  we  had  in  view. 
We  realized  that  in  an  undertaking  of  this  character  we  were  not 
building  for  to-day  alone,  but  for  several  generations  to  come.  After 
due  consideration,  it  was  decided  to  adhere  to  the  original  plans  and 
to  complete  the  building  in  every  particular.  We  estimate  that  after 
the  Building  Fund  subscriptions  have  all  been  paid  in  the  balance  of 
the  debt  will  not  exceed  $20,000,  and  we  hope  that  in  the  near  future 
some  means  may  be  found  to  wipe  out  this  indebtedness. 
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LK(iISLATIVK     RUPPOKT. 

Those  who  have  seen  the  piij^ils  at  tht*ir  work  in  tlie  ?^l)ool,  or 
have  come  in  eontact  with  one  or  more  of  our  (iiier^etie  2:rafi\iates,  will 
appreciate  the  inestimabh?  blessing  of  education  to  those  deprived  of 
sight. 

The  laws  of  Xnva  Scotia  and  Xew  Rrim:>wick  make  provision  for 
the  free  education  of  the  blind  who  an*  eligible  for  admission  to  this 
institution. 

The  people  of  Xova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswnck  are  proud  of 
their  public  school  systems,  and  proud  in  tlie  knowledge  that  these 
systems  are  broad  enough  to  include  the  education  of  the  deaf  and 
the  blind. 

In  Prince  Edward  Island  children  with  sight  are  admitted  to  the 
public  schools  free  of  charge.  These  schools  are  not  a<laptod  to  the 
needs  of  those  who  are  blind,  and  it  would  seem  but  common  justice 
for  the  Government  and  Legislature  of  Prince  Edward  T<*land  to 
make  statutory  provision  for  the  education  of  sightless  children. 

It  is  true  that  we  have  received  from  Princ<^  Edward  I'^land  a 
small  grant,  which,  with  the  grant  from  the  city  of  Charlottetown, 
has  been  equivalent  to  about  ninety-iive  dollars  per  pu])il.  The 
amount  received  per  pupil  from  the  Government  and  munici}>alitic^ 
in  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick  is  one  hundred  and  fiftv  dollars. 
These  facts  merit  the  attention  of  the  ]mblic  spirited  legislators  iu 
Prince  Edward  Island. 

In  Newfoundlnn<l  the  Government  has  recentlv  increased  the 
number  of  its  beneficiaries  in  attendance  at  th(»  school.  Hitherto  the 
attendance  has  been  limited  to  eight  pu])ils,  for  whom  the  regular 
charge  was  paid,  but  the  Government  has,  we  think  very  wisely, 
agreed  to  the  admission  of  three  additional  j)\ipils  for  the  current 
year.  We  tmst  that  as  new  a]>plications  are  made  for  the  admission 
of  Newfoundland  pupils  the  Government  will  issue  permits  entitling 
tiie  applicants  to  the  privileges  of  the  school. 

SUPKRINTENDKXT. 

Your  Board  cannot  bring  this  report  to  a  close  without  a  special 
reference  to  the  manag(»ment,  control,  and  sui)ervision  of  the  various 
departments  of  the  school  exercised  by  our  esteemed  Superintendent, 
Dr.  Eraser,  who  for  thirty-one  years  has  preside<l  so  efficiently  over 
the  aifairs  of  the  institution.  Dr.  Eraser  has  devoted  himself  so 
succe^ssfully  to  his  life  work  that  the  sc»hool  has  grown  from  very 
modest  beginnings  to  its  present  most  satisfactory  state,  and  he  is 
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still  (levi«iiig  mothods  for  further  increasing  its  nscfnlncss.  It  is 
not  alone  the  internal  management  of  the  school,  the  domestic 
arrangements,  tlie  literary,  nmsical  and  mechanical  departments 
which  claim  and  receive  liis  close  attention,  hnt  also  the  business 
and  financial  responyibilities  which  he  faithfully  fulfils,  thereby 
relieving  the  Bonrd  of  a  burden  which  w^ould  be  difficult  for  them  to 
carry  without  the  closest  intimacy  with  the  multiplicity  of  enterprises 
which  make  up  tlie  work  of  the  institution. 

The  Board  are  gratified  to  note  that  Mrs.  Fraser,  who  is  always 
so  deeply  interested  in  the  affairs  of  the  school,  is  now  gradually 
regaining  her  former  health  and  vigor. 

Acknowledgments. 

In  addition  to  the  donations  elsewhere  referred  to,  vour  Board 
gratefully  acknowledge  the  following  bequests: — 

Estate  of  Philip  Thomson,  Halifax $1,000.00 

"        "    John  Murphy,  Halifax 100.00 

"        "    James  Smith,  Halifax 53.50 

"        "    John  ^Taylor,  Halifax 50.00 

"        "    James  McEw^an,  Halifax 25.00 

"        "    E.  P.  Archbold,  Halifax 25.00 

• 

These  bequests  give  evidence  of  a  growing  interest  in  the  welfare 
of  the  blind  among  all  classes  of  the  community.  Our  needs  are 
many,  and  were  our  endowment  fund  larger  we  should  be  able  to 
carry  into  immediate  effect  many  plans  for  the  improvement  of  the 
school.  The  work  being  done  by  the  institution  is  apparent  to  all, 
and  Ave  hope  that  our  riiany  friends  will  bear  the  school  in  mind  when 
arranging  for  the  disposal  of  their  estates. 

Our  especial  thanks  are  due  t^  Dr.  A.  W.  H.  Lindsay,  Attendini^ 
Physician,  and  Dr.  E.  A.  Kirkpatrick,  Ophthahiiic  Surgeon,  for  the 
kind  and  considerate  attention  given  to  the  pupils  during  the  year 
just  closed. 

Your  Board  desire  to  place  on  record  their  appreciation  of  the  ser- 
vices rendered  to  the  school  by  the  late  Dr.  A.  C.  Cogswell,  who  for 
the  past  thirty-three  years  has,  free  of  charge,  act<^d  as  dental  surgeon 
to  the  pupils.  His  son.  Dr.  A.  W.  Cogswell,  has  been  appointed  to 
the  position  so  long  and  so  honorably  filled  by  his  father. 

The  Board  of  Managers  also  desire  to  express  their  thanks  to  ^Ir* 
J.  D.  Medcalfe,  Mr.  W.  E.  Hebb,  Mr.  H.  B.  Clarke,  the  Halifax: 
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Symphony  Orchestra,  and  other  individuals  and  organizations,  for 
kindly  admitting  tlie  pupils  to  lectures,  concerts,  etc.,  under  their 
respective  managements. 

All  of  whieli  is  resi>ectf\dly  submitted, 

J.    C.    Mackintosh. 
President  of  Board  of  Managers. 
A-  H.  MacKay,  Esq.^  LL.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


(^)  -SUPERINTENDENTS    REPORT. 

C.    F.   Frasku^   LL.D.,  Supenntendenf. 

To  the  President  and  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Schoo^  for  the  Blind: 

Gentlemen, — The  table  of  attendance  herewith  submitted  vshowa 
that  154  blind  persons  have  been  under  instruction  during  the  past 
year,  of  whom  95  were  males  and  59  females.  Of  these  21  have  sine€ 
^aduated  or  remained  at  home,  making  the  total  number  registered 
December  1st,  1904,  138,  of  whom  79  were  males  and  54  females. 
Of  these,  82  are  from  the  Province  of  Xova  Scotia,  31  from  New 
Brunswick,  8  from  I^rince  Edward  Island,  11  from  Kewfoundlaud, 
Jind  1  from  Quebec. 

TABLE     OF     ATTENDANCE. 

Boys. 

Registered  Dec.  1st.  1903 71 

Entered  during  the  year 17 

Graduated  or  remained  at  home  14 

Eegistered  Dec.  Ist,  1904 74 

Teachino    Staff. 

During  the  past  year  several  changes  have  been  made  in  our  teach- 
ing staff.  The  position  in  the  Junior  Department,  made  vacant  by 
the  resignation  of  Miss  Josie  Cox,  has  been  filled  by  Miss  M.  Nicol- 
«on,  of  Fredericton,  X.B.  Miss  Xicolson  came  to  us  with  excellent 
Tecommcndations.  Her  wide  experience  as  a  ]>rimary  teacher,  her 
«nerg}^  and  enthusiasm,  make  her  a  valuable  addition  to  our  teaching 
«taff. 

In  September  last  Mr.  John  A.  MacDonald  entered  upon  his 
duties  as  a  teacher  in  this  school.  Mr.  ll^IacDonald,  who  is  one  of 
our  former  pupils,  recently  graduated  with  distinction  from  the 
Baron  Posse  Institute  of  Boston.  In  addition  to  his  general  schol- 
aistic  attainments,  Mr.  MacDonald  is  a  master  of  the  French-  lan- 
giiAge,  a  skilful  masseur,  and  a  comvetent  gymnastic  instructor. 


r.irls. 

47 

Adults. 
C 

Total 
124: 

12 

1 

30 

5 

2 

21 

54 

5 

133 
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Owing  to  ill  health  Miss  Josie  Howe  has  been  given  temporary 
leave  of  absence.  Her  place  in  the  Kindergarten  has  been  taken  by 
Miss  M.  Ancient  of  Halifax. 

Did  space  permit,  I  should  like  to  refer  individually  to  the 
teachers  in  the  several  departments  of  the  school.  This  being  im- 
practicable, I  desire  to  place  on  record  an  expression  of  my  appre- 
ciation of  the  splendid  work  they  are  doing  for  the  education  of  the 
blind.  With  comparatively  small  salaries,  with  almost  ceaseless  calls 
upon  their  time,  and  with  praiseworthy  devotion  to  duty,  these 
teachers  have  given  to  their  pupils  the  very  best  that  is  in  them.  They 
have  kept  ever  in  mind  the  purpose  for  which  the  school  has  been 
established,  and  they  have  fostered  among  the  pupils  a  strong  spirit 
of  self-help  and  self-reliance.  This  institution  has  good  reason  to 
be  proud  of  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  form  its  teaching  staff,  and 
the  public  may  confidently  rely  upon  the  thoroughness  and  efficiency 
of  their  work. 

Literary  Department. 

The  reorganization  of  the  Literary  Department,  which  took  place 
at  the  commencement  of  the  last  school  year,  has  proved  most  advan- 
tageous to  the  pupils.  As  a  result  of  this  reorganization  six  thor- 
oughly giraded  classes  were  formed,  and  ungraded  classes  were  pro- 
N-ided  for  the  new  pupils  and  for  those  who  could  not  follow  the 
graded  work  to  advantage.  From  the  reports  of  the  teachers,  and 
from  my  personal  examination  of  the  classes,.  I  feel  satisfied  that  this 
re-grading  of  the  school  has  resulted  in  better  work  being  done  than 
in  any  previous  year. 

In  the  Literary  Department  our  pupils  are  given  all  the  advan- 
tages that  are  enjoyed  by  children  with  sight  under  our  public  school 
system.  We  have  our  Kindergarten,  our  Primary  and  Grammar 
School  grades,  and  our  High  School  course.  The  work  of  the  pupils 
in  tho.^e  grades  will  compare  favourably  with  that  performed  in  the 
best  schools  in  the  Maritime  Provinces. 

Musical  Department. 

This  department  is  at  present  in  a  high  state  of  efficiency.  The 
Principal,  Mr.  H.  B.  Campbell,  and  a  corps  of  assistants  are  daily 
engaged  in  giving  to  the  pupils  a  practical,  up-to-date  training. 

Pianoforte  tuning  is  scientifically  studied  and  practiced  by  the 
older  boys. 

In  the  musical  department  we  have  twenty-five  pianofortes,  two 
cabinet  organs,  and  a  full  set  of  reed  and  brass  instniments  for  the 
use  of  the  sc»hool  baud.     The  pupils  memorize  the  music  by  having  it 
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read  \o  tlicui  l)v  reaJuis  with  <\lc\iu  or  tliev  commit  it  to  memory  from 
sheets  and  book<  ]H'iiit(Mi  in  the  JiraiUe.  Miisieal  ^'otatioii.  This 
raiscMl  print  music  i<  [>rrpare«l  in  ih^'  printing  oltiee  of  the  school.  It 
is  read  with  ea^e  by  liic  majority  of  the  pi'pil<. 

The  foUowina'  gives  au  idea  of  the  work  done    in    the    musical 
department: — 

Pa]>ilrf  stndyiniT  the  ]^ianoforfe  nnd  cabinet  or<ran.  . .  .  93 

Pu]»ils  receivimr  in<livi<lnal  singing  le-sons 10 

Pnpils  rec(Mvino;  lessons  on  brass  or  reed  instruments  25 

l^upils  learning  t<^  ]>hiy  th(»  mandolin  or  guitar 9 

Pu])ils  taking  part  in  chorus  work 90 

Pupils  studviniT  harmonic  notatiim  and  tlieorv.  ...  H9 

Pupils  being  trained  a^^  pianoforte  tuners 14 

Fifty  ])pr  cent,  of  tlie  graduates  of  the  school  maintain  themselves 
by  teaching  vocal  or  instrumental  nmsic,  or  by  pianoforte  tuning. 


V 


Tk4'iinicai.  Departmknt. 

Tn  this  department -the  ]mpils  are  trained  to  use  their  liandf^  to 
the  best  uossible  a<lvantage.  Hand-training  is  particularly  needed 
by  those  who  are  blind.  At  present  willi>w  basket-making,  brush- 
making  nnd  canc^-seating  an*  ttnight  to  the  boys,  the  girls  recei^^ng 
instruction  in  crocheting,  knitting,  weaving,  sewing,  and  the  use  of 
the  sewing  machine.  The  learning  of  tliese  handicrafts  has  a  dis- 
tinct educational  value.  Many  of  the  graduates  find  that  tliese 
handicrafts  have  also  a  distinct  (»arning  vahie.  \V(»  hope  in  the  near 
future  to  greatly  improve  our  facilities  in  the  Technical  Department. 

It  has  long  been  my  opinion  that  in  every  factory  and  workshop 
there  were  j>ositions  which  could  l)e  lille<l  satisfactorily  by  intelligent 
blind  })ersons.  This  idea  is  now  being  lesred  by  a  Stat^  Commission 
appoint(»d  by  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts.  The  (\>mmission  is 
empowerecl  to  fully  investigate*  the  question  of  the  employment  of  the 
adult  bliml  and  to  re])ort  upi»n  tlu^  CK?cupations  l)est  ada])ted  to  their 
condititm.  An  ex]K»rimental  station  \r<\<  In^en  established  at  Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts,  an  encTgetic  ag(»nt  has  been  appointed,  and  the 
co-operation  of  th(?  <u])erintend(Mits  and  managcirs  of  workshops  and 
factories  has  been  secured.  It  is  satisfai*torv  to  note  that  several 
adult  blind  persons  have  obtain(»<l  remunerative  employment  in  mills 
side  by  side  with  thcdr  f(»llow  workmen  with  sight.  The  idea  is  a 
good  one  and  will.  I  believe,  commend  itscdf  to  the  employers  uf 
lalx)ur  throughout  the  Maritime  Provinces  and  ^Newfoundland.  I 
trust  that  the  managers  of  our  industri(»s  will  give  this  matter  <lue 
consideration,  and  will  cooperate  with  this  school  in  furthering  the 
interests  of  tlie  blind  of  these  provinces.     With  the  co-operation  of 
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our  industrial  leaders  the  field  for  the  emploviiieiit  of  the  blind  would 
be  greatly  enlarged.  The  opening  up  of  new  avenues  for  work  would 
be  hailed  with  delight  by  some  of  our  non-musical  graduates,  and 
more  particularly  by  those  who  lose  their  sight  in  adult  life.  The 
man  or  woman  who  can  make  a  practical  suggestion  that  will  result 
in  the  employment  of  the  adult  blind  will  l>e  regarded  as  a  benefactor 
of  the  blind  the  world  over. 

Massa(;k. 

The  people  of  Ja})an  have  long  been  familiar  with  the  restca'ative 
value  of  massage.  Its  practice  among  western  peoples  is  of  comi)ara- 
tively  recent  origin.  In  Japan  massage  is  practised  by  the  blind, 
and  the  masseur  finds  among  his  fellow  countrymen  plenty  of  eni])loy- 
ment  at  fair  prices.  I  believe  that  as  the  value  of  massage  comes  to 
l3e  imderst^md  by  the  peo])l(*  of  this  country  it  will  become  mon-  and 
more  p<:)pular.  IlaWng  this  in  mind  as  an  <K.'cupation  for  the  blind, 
two  of  our  graduates  have  been  carefully  traincMl  for  this  work,  and 
are  now  employed  as  instructors  in  the  school,  ^fr.  John  A.  Mac- 
Donald  holds  a  certificate  as  a  comiKHeiit  masseur  from  the  J^aron 
Posse  Institute,  Boston.  Miss  Ilna  IjCix^^  was  trained  in  the  studio 
of  Dr.  Fletcher  Little,  London,  G.  B.  ^[iss  Legg  has  already  won 
for  herself  an  excellent  reputation  as  a  masseuse.  These  young 
teachers  are  enthusiastic  believers  in  massage,  and  their  [mj)ils  are 
receiving  a  thorough  scientific  training  at  their  hands.  In  the  prac- 
tice of  massage  the  loss  of  sight  is  rather  an  advantnge  than  otherwise. 
In  the  growing  demand  for  the  services  of  well-trained  nnisseurs,  we 
hope  to  find  remunerative  employment  for  a  pc^rcentage  of  our 
graduates. 

PiivsirAL     Thaixin<t. 

For  the  past  four  years  the  physical  training  of  the  pu]>ils  has 
been  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  James  Scrimge<»ur,  our  Gynniastic  [iisrruc- 
tor.  Mr.  Scrimgeour  <U.scharged  his  duties  with  eminent  ability. 
In  April  last  he  severed  his  conii(H»tion  with  the  school,  having  bc^en 
appointed  to  an  iuijiortant  ]H>sition  in  Xai^arinia  College,  San  Fer- 
nando, Trinidad.  The  physical  training  of  the  pupils  is  now  in  the 
hands  of  Messrs.  J.  A.  MacDonald  an<l  IJ.  A.  Watson.  Our  new 
gynmasiums  are  now  being  fitted  with  Swedish  stalls,  boms,  and  other 
appliances.  No  effort  is  being  s])ared  in  the  physical  development  of 
our  yoimg  people.  Without  this  development  of  muscle  and  nerve 
their  training  in  the  other  departments  of  the  school  would  be  of  little 
practical  value.  With  this  development  their  chances  of  success  in 
the  work-a-day  world  are  greatly  improved. 

Hfaltii. 

Two  serious  cases  of  illness  have  occurred  during  the  past  year. 
Flossie  Patterson,  of  Afargan^tsville,  X^  ^.y  developed  tuberculosis  of 
the  lungs.     She  was  sent  to  her  home,  where  she.  d\Gd  m  X\\^\vsX\^^\»* 
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XoUie  McLeod,  of  St.  Joliii,  N.  B.,  was  attacked  by  pneumonia, 
from  the  eifects  of  which  she  never  recovered.  She  died  in  St.  John 
on  November  11th. 

With  the.se  exceptions  the  healtli  of  our  household  of  165  pers^ms 
has  been  excellent.  This  is  due  in  no  small  measure  to  the  kindlv 
active  work  of  our  matrons,  and  to  the  constant  oversight  given  to  the 
health  of  the  pupils  by  Dr.  A.  W.  II.  Lindsay,  our  attending 
physician. 

Graduates. 

At  the  close  of  the  last  school  vear  first-class  certificates  as  teach- 
ers  of  vocal  and  instrumental  nmsic  were  awarded  to  Frank  Kline, 
Halifax,  N.  S. ;  Frank  McDonald,  Charh>ttetown,  P.  E.  I.,  and 
Lemuel  Rushton,  Londonderry,  N.  S. 

Henry  Anthony,  of  Sahnon  Cove,  Newfoundland,  received  a 
certificate  as  a  teacher  of  the  pianoforte  and  cabinet  organ. 

Certificates  as  pianoforte  tuners  were  awarded  to  Frank  McDon- 
ald, of  Charlotte  town,  P.  E.  T. ;  Archibald  Stuart,  of  Margaree,  C.  B., 
and  Sanford  Uj)ham,  of  Prosser  Brook,  Is.B. 

William  McLellan,  of  St.  George,  N.  B.,  graduated  fronj  the 
Literary  Department,  and  has  since  gone  into  business. 

J.  HoUis  Lindsay,  of  Woodstock^  N.  B.,  so  well  and  favourably 
known  as  a  pianist  of  merit,  has  gone  to  Chicago,  where  he  has 
obtained  a  scholarshi])  entitling  him  to  all  the  privileges  of  the 
American  Conservatory  of  Music.  Mr.  Lindsay's  career  will  be 
wat<»hed  with  deep  interest  by  his  musical  friends  throughout  the 
Provinces. 

Xew     Building. 

The  new  school  building  was  o(»cupied  for  the  first  time  on  Febru- 
ary 14,  1904.     Its  cost  with  eipiipment  was  $64,990.90. 

The  grant  of  the  Government  of  Nova  Scotia,  with  the  building 
fund  subscriptions  received  to  date,  totals  $30,532.(J0.  The  balance 
of  $28,458. 3(>  has  been  met  by  a  tt^mporary  loan.  Subscriptions 
amounting  to  $0,504.02  have  not  yet  been  paid  in.  I  have  been 
promised  additional  subscriptions  by  those  interested  in  the  school, 
an<l  there  are  still  a  number  of  the  friends  of  the  blind  who,  I  feel 
certain,  will  aid  us  in  paying  off  the  balance  of  our  building  debt. 

The  building  is  in  every  way  satisfactory  and  thoroughly  adapted 
to  the  needs  of  the  institution.  I  have  visited  a  number  of  schools 
for  the  blind  on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic     The  buildings  of  many 
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of  these  schools  are  more  elaborate  in  their  decorations  and  were 
erected  at  a  much  greater  cost  than  those  of  this  institution,  yet  I  feet 
safe  in  sUiting  that  in  no  school  of  this  character  are  the  buildings 
better  adapted  for  the  education  of  the  blind.  We  have  co-education 
Avith  absolute  separation  of  the  sexes.  We  have  home  life  as  distinct 
from  school  life.  The  depiirtments  for  study,  work,  and  exercise  are 
located  in  bright,  sunny,  airy  quarters.  Wv  have,  in  short,  an  ideal 
schoorenvironment.  It  is  my  hope  and  belief  that  with  our  present 
increased  opportunities  the  school  will  be  able  to  do  more  than  ever 
to  further  the  interests  of  those  deprived  of  sight. 

Public    Meetings. 

During  the  early  spring  and  summer  a  series  of  public  meetings 
and  concerts  in  the  interests  of  the  blind  Ave  re  held  in  Nova  Scotia^ 
Jfew  Brunswick,  and  Prince  Edward  Island.  I  was  accompanied 
in  these  concert  tours  by  some  of  the  best  musical  talent  of  the  school, 
Oit  party  generally  numbered  fifU^en.  The  programmes  consisted  of 
vocal  and  instrumental  nuisic,  school  exercises,  and  addresses.  The 
twenty-four  meetings  held  were  largely  attended.  Great  interest  was 
evinced  in  the  methods  of  educating  the  blind  and  in  the  work  being 
done  by  the  school.  The  subscriptions  and  donations  secured  made 
a  very  handsome  addition  to  our  building  fund.  My  sincerest 
thanks  are  tendered  to  those  who  so  ably  and  willingly  aided  in  mak- 
ing these  meetings  a  success. 

The   Outlook. 

In  many  directions  the  future  of  the  school  api>ears  bright  and 
promising. 

We  have  accomniod*ation  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  ]>u|)ils.     One 
hundred  and  thirty-thre^  pupils  are  already  in  attemlance,  iind  appli- 
cations for  the  admission  of  new  pupils  are  constantly  being  received. 

Our  educational  facilities  have  greatly  imj)roved,  and  I  feel  con- 
fident that  they  will  continue  to  do  so. 

The  equipment  of  our  Literary  or  School  Dopartmont  will  not  be 
complete  until  we  have  a  small  museum.  To  those  who  are  blind 
touch  is  sight,  and  feeling  is  believing.  We  requir(i  a  fair  collection 
of  stuffed  birds  and  animals,  samples  of  minerals,  and  products  of  all 
kinds.  Models  of  common  objects,  such  as  ships,  boats,  houses,  etc.^ 
would  also  be  most  valuable. 

In  our  Musical  Department  we  still  look  forward  to  owning  a 
first-rate  pipe  organ,  so  that  our  pupils  may  be  trained  as  churcb 
organists. 
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There  is  one  dinxjtioii  in  which  the  present  outlook  of  the  school 
is  a  source  of  great  coucern.  1  refer  to  our  current  receipts  and 
<»xpeiLses.  Th(»  increased  cost  of  provisions,  of  fuel  and  light,  and 
the  rise  in  domestic  wages  make  the  cost  per  pupil  much  above  that 
of  previous  years.  The  increasing  of  the  salaries  of  our  exi>erienced 
and  devoted  teachers  is  also  felt  to  be  a  pressing  need.  If  we  are 
to  keep  the  scho<»l  up  to  its  present  state  of  efficiency,  and  give  to  our 
pupils  a  thorough  training  for  their  life  w\)rk,  we  shall  require  an 
increase  in  our  annual  income  of  at  least  twenty  per  cent.  Even 
Avith  this  increase  our  ]>er  capita  cost  would  l^e  far  below  that  of  any 
progressiv(j  school  for  the  blind  in  C-anada  or  the  United  States. 

The  question  of  providing  an  increased  income  should  be  con- 
sidered by  your  Board  at  an  earlv  date.  The  need  of  this  increase 
will  be  readily  understood  by  the  public,  and  I  feel  certain  that  the 
Provincial  Grovernments  interested,  and  the  friends  of  the  blind,  will 
do*  all  in  their  power  to  place  the  school  on  such  a  financial  basis  as 
will  enable  it  to  meet  its  current  expenses. 

Conclusion. 

In  conclusion,  I  desire  to  thank  the  Board  of  Managers  for  the- 
cordial  support  they  have  extended  to  me,  and  for  the  earnest  efforts 
they  have  made  to  promote  the  welfare  of  those  deprived  of  sight. 

C.  F.  Fraser, 

Superintendent, 
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III.— VICTORIA    SCHOOL    OF    AKT    AXD    DESIGN, 

HALIFAX. 

(Incorporated  1888.) 

Directors^    1904. 

Ex-irffvcio — The    Superixtendent    of    Education^ 

The  Mayor  of   Halifax. 

Mrs.  J.  Morrow,  Mrs.  Davys^ 

M188  E.  Ritchie,  Mrs.  Chas.  Archibald, 

Mb.  J.  E.  Roy,  Mr.  James  Dempster^ 

Coi,.  J*.  H.  OaxEY,  Mr.  J.  C.  Mackintosh, 

Mr.  D.  Keith,      '  Hon.  Senator  Power^ 

Mr.  J.  C.  O^Mullin,  Miss  M.  Murphy. 
Mb.  a.  MoKjkY,  ;  ^ 

Auditor: 

J.  C.   Mackintosh. 

President: 

Vice-President Hon.  Senator  Power. 

Treasurer Col.  F.  H.  Oxley. 

Secretary A.  McKay. 

Assistant  Secretary Miss  M.   E.   Graiiam. 

Teaching   Staff,   1903-1904. 
Principal: 

n.    M.    JIOSENBURG. 

Asshtant  Teachers: 
^^cHanical  and  Architectural  Drawinrj.  . .  .John  Critchlow,  O.I 
^^^hend  Drawing ^[iss  M.  E.  Graham. 


To 


JBEPOBT  OF  THE  SECRETAJRY   FOR   1903-04. 


.  H.  MacKat,  LL.D.,  F.RR.C. 

Superintendent  of  Education,  Province  of  Nova  Scotia. 


-_:, — ^I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  tho  Financial  State 
?**%t  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Victoria  School  of  Art  and  Design  fo 


the 


1903-04,  also  the  Report  of  the  Head  Master. 


11 
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I  may  add  that  as  the  result  of  a  competitive  examination  held 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year  and  open  to  all  schools  and  academies, 
ttx  free  scholarships  were  awarded  to  the  best  candidates.  Two 
4ilQieT  students  who  showed  much  talent  were  also  admitted  free  to 
Hie  object  drawing  and  painting  classes.  Free  tuition  was  also 
^ven  to  all  apprentices  attending  the  mechanical  and  architectural 
dftsses.  Mr.  Critchlow,  who  was  appointed  last  year  teacher  of 
mechanical  drawing,  has  given  the  greatest  satisfaction  by  the 
thoroughness  of  his  work  and  his  tact  in  attracting  students. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.    McKay^  Secretary. 


The  ViCTOEiA  School  of  Art  and  Dksign  in  account  with  the 

Treasurer. 

Dr. 


To  expenses  for  the  year  ended  July,31,  1904: 

**  paid  salaries $1435.00 

"  models,  supplies,  <S:c 59.28 

^  fuel  and  light 335.04 

^  advertising  and  printing 31.95 

^  fire  insurance 139.27 

Total $2000.58. 

Curreni  Account, 

Overdrawn  August  1st,  1908 $1407.47 

Cost  of  building  to   dat^,  $0,4lT.G3   to  date 

less  amount  of  building  fimd,  $8000.00.  .  1417.63 

Investment  City  Consols 4950.00 

Balance  Bank  of  Xova  Scotia 57.47 

$  9833.15 

Cr. 

By  balance  at  credit  of  Endowment  Fund..  $7827.40 

**    Government  grant 800.00 

^    City  grant 500.00 

^    interest  on  investments 224.50 

^    school  fees  collected 248.75 

^    rental  collected   232.50 

$  9833.15 

Halifax,  July  31,  1904. 

Fred   H.    Oxlet, 

Hon.  Treasurer. 
Jl  C  Mackintosh,  Auditor, 
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HEAD   MASTEE'S   REPORT. 


To  the  Directors  of  the  Victoria  School  of  Art  and  Design,  Halifax^ 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  past  year  has  been  a  suc- 
cessful one  in  the  various  departments  of  the  school. 

The  attendance  has  been  up  to  the  average  as  a  whole,  and  the 
number  of  paying  pupils  above  the  average. 

The  Institution  has  gained  perceptibly  in  favor  with  the  commu- 
nity, various  influences  contributing  to  this  end.  At  the  annual 
exhibition  of  the  pupils'  work  held  in  June,  there  was  exhibited  a 
large  and  interesting  collection  of  hand  and  loom  work  by  native  and 
Doukhabor  women  of  an  upper  province,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
ladies  of  the  Arts  and  Crafts  Association. 

We  were  also  indebted  to  a  large  number  of  our  generous  citizens 
for  an  exceedingly  valuable  collection  of  paintings  exhibited  at  the 
same  time,  and  for  which  the  public  were  charged  a  small  admission 
fee  to  view.  A  reception  and  tea  was  given  each  day  and  evening  of 
the  exhibition,  and  the  rooms  were  crowded  enough  to  warrant  the 
belief  that  a  deep  interest  was  taken  in  the  work  touched  by  the  hand 
of  art.  Mrs.  Archibald  was  an  active  spirit  in  this  addition  to  the 
usual  yearly  exhibit,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  contributed  greatly 
to  advertising  the  school  and  its  advantages  in  the  study  of  art. 

Several  bequests  of  value  have  been  made  to  the  school,  viz : 

Two  figurines,  one  piece  of  wedgewood,  a  statuette,  two  pictures:- — 
the  late  Miss  Lawson. 

Two  photographic  reproductions  of  old  masters: — Miss    Ritchie. 

One  reproduction  of  Modern  Master: — Mr.  Holland. 

Some  casts  (heads) : — Miss  Bateman. 

This  is  a  modest  beginning  of  what  is  hoped  will  be  in  time  a  col- 
lection of  art  objects  of  inestimable  value  as  an  educative  influence. 
There  is  no  institution  in  the  Province  where  such  objects  and  pic- 
tures may  be  left  by  our  broad-minded  citizens,  where  they  will  be 
more  appreciated,  and  where  can  they  be  more  likely  to  be  of 
tenefit  to  the  public,  than  in  the  Victoria  School  of  Art  and  Design. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  M.  RosENBUEO,  Principal. 
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Clcksses. 

Painting  (oil  and  water  colors) 15 

Charcoal   (pencil,  black  and  white)  .  •;  60 

Pen  and  ink 3 

Design 12 

Mechanical  Drawing   30 

Architectural 5 


Halifax,  July  31st,  1904r. 


IV.— HALIFAX   MEDICAL    COLLEGE. 

For  year  ended  April  SOth,  190i, 

N.  F.  CuNxiNGiTAM,  M.  D President. 

L.  M.  Silver,  M.  B Begistrar. 

C.  Dickie  Murray,  M.  B Secretary. 

No.  of  regular  Professors,  18 ;  Lecturc^rs  and  Demonstrators,  1 

No.  of  Undergraduates:  First  Year,  13 ;  Second  Year,  15 ;  Thi 
Year,  12;  Fourth  Year,  IG;  General  Students,  2;  Total  Studen 
68 ;  50  males,  8  females. 

Total  number  of  Graduates,  M.  D.,  C.  M.,  including  those  w 
have  taken  diplomas  from  Dalhousie  University,  192. 

The  Thirty-sixth  Session  opens  September,  1905,  and  will  ec: on- 

tinue  for  the  eight  months  following. 

The  College  building  is  admirably   suited   for   the   purpose  oi 

medical  teaching,  and  is  in  close  proximity  to  the  Victoria  Gene        rsJ 
Hospital,  the  City  Alms  House,  and  Dalhousie  College. 

A  large  wing  has  l)een  added  to  the  college,  supplying  HistologL-  caJ 
and  Bacteriological  Laboratories,  etc.,  which  have  been  fumisfc-Zierf 
with  microscopes  and  other  apparatus  necessary  for  practical  wc^^fc 

The  recent  enlargement  and  improvements  at  the  VictoTw 
(General  Hospital  have  increased  the  clinical  facilities,  which  arenoir 
unsurpassed,  every  student  having  ample  opportunities  for  practical 
work. 

The  course  extends  over  4  years  and  has  been  carefully  graded, 
BO  that  the  student's  time  is  not  wasted. 
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The  following  will  be  the  curriculum  for  M.  D.,  C.  M.  degrees : 

Matriculation — The  preliminary  examination  prescribed  by 
le  N.  S.  Medical  Act,  or  a  recognized  equivalent. 

1st  Year. — Inorganic  Chemistry  with  Laboratory  work, 
jiatoray,  Practical  Anatomy,  Histology,  Botany  and  Zoology. 

(Pass  Primary  M.  D.  C.  M.  Examination,  Sect.  A,  in  lu.M'gfuuo 
'hemistry,  Histologj^,  Junior  Anatomy,  Botany  and  Zoology.) 

2nd  Year. — Organic  and  Medical  Chemistry  with  Laboratory 
ork.  Anatomy,  Practical  Anatomy,  Materia  Medica,  Pl^ysiology, 
ractical  Chemistry,  and  Practical  Materia  Medica. 

(Pass  Primary  M.  D.,  C.  M.  Examination,  Sect.  B.,  in  Anatomy, 
hysiology,  and  Chemistry.) 

3rd  Year. — Surgery,  Medicine,  Obstetrics,  Medical  Jurispru- 
ence.  Practical  Pathology,  Hygiene,  Clinical  Surgery,  Clinical 
ledicine,  Pathology,  Bacteriology,  Practical  Surgery,  Practical 
redicine,  Practical  Obstetrics,  Therapeutics,  Dispensary  and  Hoa- 
ital. 

(Pass  Final  M.  D.,  C.  M.  Examination,  Sect.  A,  in  Medical 
iirisprudence  and  Hygiene,  Pathology  and  Bacteriology,  Materia 
[edica  and  Therapeutics). 

4th  Year. — Surgery,  Medicine,  Operative  Obstetrics,  Gynaecolo^ 
id  Diseases  of  Children,  Opthalmology,  Otology,  Clinical  Medi- 
ne,  Clinical  Surgery,  Operative  Surgery,  Practical  Obstetrics,  Hos- 
tal  and  Vaccination. 

(Pass  Final  M.  D.,  C.  M.  Examination  in  Surgery,  Clinical  Sur^ 
^ry,  Medicine,  Clinical  Medicine,  Obstetrics,  and  Diseases  of 
Tomen  and  Children.) 


v.— THE    VICTORIA    GENERAL    HOSPITAL. 

Halifax,  N.S.,  1904. 


The  Training  School  for  Nurses  was  established  thirteen  years 

The  term  is  two  years,  plus  two  months  probation. 

Applicants  must  be  twenty,  and  not  over  thirty-five  years  of  ageu 

The  course  of  instruction  includes  a  training  in  the  principles  and 
actice  of  nursing.     Physiology,  Anatomy  and  Hygiene  are  studied 
om  text-book.     Our  classes  are  conducted  by  the  Superintendent 
Nurses. 
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The  following  text-books  are  used : — 

Practice  and  Principles  of  Xursing Shvey. 

Fev^er  Nursing J,  C.  Wilson. 

Obstetric  Nursing FulUrton, 

Anatomy  and   Physiology Kimber. 

Materia  Medica Stoncy. 

Collateral  reading: — 

The  Care  of  the  Insane Granger. 

Text-book  on  NursSng Hampton. 

English  Nursing  Journal. 
American  Nursing  JournaL 

Lectures  and  demonstration  on  practical  points  are  given  by  the 
attending  physicians  and  surgeons  and  the  Home  Staff. 

Lectures  on  doses  and  the  administration  of  drugs  are  given  bj 
ihe  Pharmacist 

Lectures  in  cooking  and  serving  food  are  given  by  thfe  House* 
keeper. 

Nursing   Staff. 

Graduates 7 

Seniors 9 

Juniors 10 

Probationers 4 

Male  Nurses 6 

r 

36 

Graduates,  1903 — 4. 

Miss  Ella  MoRRmoN, 
"      Elizabeth  Mason, 
"      Mary  Gtllis, 
"      Gertrude  Cook. 

Further  information  can  be  had  by  reference  to  the  annual 
report,  which  can  be  obtained  by  applying  to  the  Superintendent. 

W.  W.  KENNEY, 

Superintendent 


•  .JK.ll 
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YL—NOYA   SCOTIA    IIOSPITiVL. 
Halifax^  X.  S.,   1904. 


TRAINING  SCHOOL  FOR  NURSES,  NOVA  SCOTIA  HOSPITAL. 

W.  H.  Hattie,  M.  D.,  Medical  Superintendent. 
Miss^  H.  Sampson^  Superintendent  of  Nurses. 

M.  F.   •       T^ 

Number  of  pupils  now  in  training — Seniors 0         6  =     6 

Juniors 4         9  =  13 

Graduates^    1904. 

Edna   S.   Burgess   (1), 
Annie  E.   Condran^ 
Laura  B.  Girard. 

( 1 )     Awarded  DeWolf  Medal. 

Instruction  is  given  by  the  Superintendent  of  Nurses  and  by  the 
Medical  Staff  of  the  hospital.  The  c\irriculum  includes  all  subjects 
usually  considered  in  the  training  schools  connected  with  general 
hospitals,  but  special  attention  is  given  to  the  nursing  of  the  nervous 
and  insane. 

Detailed  information  is  contained  in  the  annual  reports  of  the 
hospital,  which  can  be  obtained  on  application  to  the  Medical  Super- 
intendent. 

W.    H.   HATTIE, 

Medical  SuperintendenL 


VII.— ABERDEEN    HOSPITAL. 

New   Gt.asgow^   N.  S.,    1904. 

The  Training  School  was  established  with  the  opening  of  Htm 
Hospital,  1897. 

The  course  of  instruction  covers  three  years,  including  distrid 
work. 

There  are  10  pupil  nurses  and  a  head  nurse  on  the  staff,  and  sucK 
is  the  demand  for  nursing  service  in  the  district  and  among  private 
families,  that  not  Qne  tliird  of  the  work  could  be  undertaken  outside 
of  the  hospital. 
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There  were  400  visits  made  in  the  district,  and  27  weeks  of 
private  nursing. 

Lectures  and  demonstrations  arc  given  weekly  by  members  of  tii^ 
Medical  Staff  and  the  Superintendent. 

The  lectures  of  the  Junior  Year  comprise : — 

Nursing  Ethics 3 

Anatomy .  8 

Physiology 6 

Medical  Nursing 5 

Materia  Medica 4 

Surgical  Nursing 6 

INTERMEDIATE     YEAR. 

Obstetrics 6 

Surgical  Nursing 8 

Medical  Nursing   7 

Contagious  Diseases   6 

Materia  Medica 4 

SENIOR    YEAR. 

Children's  Diseases 6 

Eye,  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat." 6 

Obstetrics 4 

Mental  and  Nervous  Diseases 4 

Diseases  of  the  Skin 2 

Urinary  Analysis 2 

Hygiene 4 

The  following  text  books  are  used : — 

Principles  and  Pr-^ctico  of  Nursing Stonpy, 

Anatomy  and  Phvsioloffv Kirnher. 

Principles  and  Practice  of  Nursing Hampton. 

Obstetrics FvUerton, 

Materia  Medica Dock. 

There  were  three  graduates  in  1904: 

Miss  Janie  L.  England.  Lawrencetown,  N.S. 
"     E.  E.  Sinclair.  Lochaber,  N.  S. 
"     S.  A.  Barrinoton.  Sydney  Mines,  N.  S. 

Jessie  M.  Sheraton^  Superintendent* 

To  A.  H.  MaoKay,  Esq.  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


U.-. 
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III— XOYA    SCOTIA    SCHOOL    OF    HOETICULTURR 

F.   C.   Sears^  Director, 

,   H.   MacKay,  Esq.,  Ll.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 

Sir, — I  be^  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  Nova  Scotia 
cliool  of  Horticulture  for  the  year  just  closed. 

The  course  of  study  was  not  changed  in  any  essential.  One  or 
vo  new  features  were  introduced  with  a  view  to  making  the  work 
tore  attractive.  In  particular  we  held  a  '^judging  contest"  on 
pples,  which  aroused  considerable  interest  and  enthusiasm  on  the 
art  of  students.  The  contest  was  conducted  in  this  way :  A  small 
^hibit  of  apples  was  placed  upon  tables  in  a  class-room.  The  exhibit 
)nsisted  of  several  collections  of  five  varieties  of  "  commercial 
pples '',  besides  a  large  number  of  plates  of  our  principal  varieties 
f  apples  as  Gravenstein,  King,  Baldwin,  Golden  Russet,  etc.  Each 
:udent  was  then  allowed  to  judge  the  entire  exhibit,  doing  the  work 
n  his  own  responsibility,  and  putting  in  practice  the  principles  which 
e  had  previously  learned  in  the  class-work  on  judging  fruit.  After 
be  students  had  finished,  Mr.  R.  W.  Starr,  probably  the  most  expert 
udge  of  fruit  in  Canada  to-day,  was  asked  to  go  over  the  exhibit  and 
ive  his  judgment'Tin  it.  Each  student's  awards  were  then  compared 
rith  those  of  Mr.  Starr,  and  the  student  who  scored  most  nearly  in 
ccordance  with  Mr.  Starr's  judgments  was  awarded  the  prize,  which 
onsistx>d  of  a  book  on  fruit  growing.  The  prize  went  to  Mr.  Frank 
"*.  Harris  of  Annapolis,  who  is  fitting  himself  for  a  fniit  grower  and 
lurservman,  being  already  engaged  in  that  line  of  work  in  partner- 
hip  \\4th  his  father,  Mr.  Arthur  Harris. 

The  total  enrolment  was  62  students,  four  being  from  New  Brunsr 
vick  and  fifty-eight  from  Nova  Scotia. 

As  you  are  aware,  the  establishment  of  the  Agricultural  College 
it  Trurf)  has  led  to  the  closing  of  the  School  of  Horticulture  as  a 
eacliing  institution,  and  all  clas=^-work  in  horticulture  will  be  held  at 
ho  College  in  the  future.  But  the  experimental  work  will  be  con- 
inucd  at  Wolfville,  and  we  are  hoping  to  greatly  extend  this  very 
mportant  branch  of  work.  The  fruit  interests  of  the  Province  are 
sking  the  Government  to  establish  somewhere  in  the  Annapolis  Val- 
ey  a  fruit  ex])eriment<il  farm  on  which  it  would  be  possible  to  carry 
n,  on  a  scale  commensurate  with  the  importance  of  the  subject, 
xperiments  in  all  branches  of  fruit  growing.  I  sincerely  hope  that 
his  request  may  be  granted  by  the  Government,  for  although  for 
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10.— ''  The  Faults  of  Battery  Point,  Sydney,  C.B.",  by  T.  Tniman 
Fulton,  Evsq.,  B.A. 

11. — ^'  The  Structure  and  Succession  at  North  Sydney,  C.B.  ",  by 
Loran  A.  I)e Wolfe,  il.  Sc. 

12.—^^  The  Sunken  Land  of  Bus  ( lat.  35  West,  long.  53  North)  ", 
by  IT.  S.  Poole,  Esq.,  D.Sc,  F.G.S.,  F.RS.C. 

13. — **  Notes  on  Hydraulic  Lime  and  Cement ",  by  Francis  H. 
Alason,  Esq.,  F.C.S. 

14. — ^^  Contribution  to  the  Study  of  Solutions  of  Hydroxylamine 
and  its  Salts  '\  by  W.  H.  Ross,  Esq.,  B.Sc. 

15. — '*  Structure  of  the  ileguma  (gold-l)earing)  series,  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Theory  of  Cross-fields  -\  bv  Professor  J.  E. 
Woodman,  D.Sc. 

16. — "  The  Earthquakes  of  March,  1904,  in  the.  Maritime  Pro- 
vinces ",  by  Professor  J.  E.  Woodman,  D.Sc. 

17. — "  Phenological  Obser\'ationa  in  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada, 
1903  ",  by  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.C. 

18. — ''  Bibliography  of  the  ileguma  (g^dd-bearing)  series  of  Nova 
Scotia  ",  by  Professor  J.  E.  Woodman,  D.Sc. 

The  following  papers,  etc.,  were  communicated  to  the  King's 
County  Branch: — 

1. — "Constitution  of  Matter"  (General  discussion). 
2. — "  The  Atomic  Theorv  of  Dalton '',  bv  Professor  E.  Haycock, 
M.A. 

3.—"  The  Divisibilitv  of  the  Atom'',  bv  Professor  F.  K.  Halev,  M.A. 
4. — "  Influence  of  Climato  on  Fruits  '*,  bv  R.  W.  Starr,  Esq. 
6.—"  The  Black  Knot  of  the  Plum  ",  bv' Professor  F.  C.  Sears. 
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APPENDIX   E. 


EDUCATIONAL  INSTITUTES. 


1.— SUMMER    SCHOOL    OF  SCIEXCE  FOR  THE 
ATLANTIC   PKOVIXCES    OF    CAiXADA. 


A.   H.   MacKay^  Esq.,  LL.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 

Sib, — I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  eighteenth 
annual  session  of  the  Summer  School  of  Science  for  the  Atlantic 
Provinces  of  Canada,  held  at  Charlottetown,  P.E.L,  July  12th  to 
29th,  1904. 

The  usual  calendar  was  issued  in  January,  1904,  giving  an  out- 
line of  the  subjects  to  be  studied,  and  other  matters  of  interest  to 
those  preparing  to  attend  tlie  school.  Students  were  thus  enabled 
to  read  in  advance  the  subjects  they  purposed  to  take. 

The  school  was  opened  by  a  public  meeting  in  the  assembly  hall 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales  College,  on  Tuesday,  the  12th  of  July,  and 
closed  on  the  29th.  Classes  were  conducted  in  the  spacious  class- 
rooms of  Prince  of  AVales  College,  and  rarely  has  the  school  had  so 
commodious  and  comfortable  a  building  to  meet  in. 

There  were  183  members  enroll(»d,  the  greater  number  of  whom 
were  teachers.  There  were,  however,  a  iiiuuber  of  professional  men, 
college  students,  etc.,  enrolled.  Of  those  enrolled  there  were  130 
from  Prince  Edw^ard  Island,  24  from  Nova  Scotia,  24  from  New 
Brunswick,  4  from  the  United  States,  and  1  from  Ontario. 

Four  hours  each  day  were  devoted  to  lectures,  conducted  by 
specialists  in  the  subjects  undertaken  by  them,  and  the  acknowledged 
leading  educationalists  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  in  their  several 
departments.  Field  work  and  laboratory  w^ork  were  taken  up  on 
alternate  afternoons. 

The  excursions  this  vear  were  a  marked  feature  of  the  school. 
Although  there  is  not  the  varied  scenery  in  Prince  Edward  Island 
to  be  found  in  the  neighbouring  provinces,  there  is  much  of  sylvan 
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rural  beauty.  The  sails  to  Orwell,  Vernon  River  Bridge,  Westville, 
West  River  Bridge,  and  uj)  East  River  were  thoroughly  enjoyed  by 
the  school.  The  exceptionally  fine  weather  added  much  to  the 
pleasure  of  the  excursionists. 

A  very  fine  program  of  evening  lectures  was  arranged  and  carried 
out  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  school.  The  course  consisted  of 
the  following: 

Japan's  Position  among  the  Nations  of  the  World  (illustrated),  by 
Pres.  Ian  C.  Hannah,  M.A.,  King's  College,  Windsor,  X.S. 

The  Human  Telephone,  or  Our  Heads  and  What  they  Contain,  by 
Prof.  L.  W.  Bailey,  LL.D.,  University    of   New    Brunswick, 
Fredericton,  N.B. 
'  What  is  Life?     By  Prof.  W.  W.  Andrews,  LL.D.,  Mt.  Allison  Uni- 
versity, Sackville,  N.B. 

The  Camera  and  the  Microscope  in  Biology  (illustrated),  by  Prof. 
W.  F.  Watson,  Furman  University,  Greenville,  South  Carolina, 
U.S.A. 

The  Natural  History  of  the  Oyster  (illustrated),  by  Prof.  R.  Ramsay 
Wright,  Toronto  University,  Toronto,  Ont. 

Some  Geographical  Aspects  of  the  Dominion,  and  their  Relation  to 

Imperial  Connec»tion  (illustrated),    by    W.    Albert    Hickman, 

Esq.,  Pictou,  N.S. 
Evolution  and  Faith,  by  Prof.  W.  W.  Andrews,  LL.D.,  Mt.  Allison 

University,  Sackville,  N.B. 
Music  in  the  Schools,  by  H.  Harry  Watts,  Esq.,  CharlotJtetown, 

P.E.L 
A  Study  of  Tennyson's  "Holy  Grail ",  by  Miss  Eleanor  Robinson, 

St.  John,  N.B. 

The  Summer  School  of  Science  is  now  an  established  educational 
agency,  and  is  yearly  increasing  in  usefulness.  The  management 
seeks  to  continuously  modify  the  work  undertaken,  to  suit  the  chang- 
ing educational  conditions  of  the  time. 

The  next  session  of  the  school  will  be  held  in  Yarmouth,  N.S., 
from  the  11th  to  the  28th  of  July,  1905. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  officers  for  1005 : 

President. 
Prin.  J.  D.  Seaman.  .Prince  Street  School,  Charlottetown,  P.E.L 

Vice-Presiden  ts. 

Prin.  W.  F.  Kempton County  Academy,  Yarmouth,  N.S. 

CiiOMAS  Stothart St.  John,  N.B. 

Theodore  Ross^  B.  A Ross  Corner,  P.  E.  I, 


^tjn 
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Secretary-Treasurer, 
Prin.  W.  R.  Campbell,  M.A.  . .  .Countv  Academy,  Truro,  N.S. 

Board  of  Directors. 

The  Pbesident.     The  Secretary-Treasurer. 

S.  A.  Starratt,  B.S Cambridge,  Mas??.,  U.S.A. 

J.  B.  Hall,  Ph.D Normal  School,  Truro,  N.S. 

James  Vroom St.  Stephen,  X.B. 

Prof.  L.  W.  Bailey^  LL.D..  . . .  .University     of    New    Brunswick, 

Frederictou,  N.B. 

The  financial  statement  of  the  school  is  as  follows : 

Receipts. 

Balance  from  1903 $  28  97 

Grant  from  Government  of  P.E.I 100  00 

"       "  "  "  N.B 100  00 

"       "  "  "  N.S 100  00 

"       "       City  of  Charlottetown 100  00 

Advertisements  on  Calendar 165  00 

Enrolment  fees 195  50 

Proceeds  of  lectures 22  60 

'"         "    concert 25  00 

Sundries o  50 

$840  57 

Expenditures. 

Printing,  advertising  and  stationery.  . .  .$  97  71 

Calendars 152  75 

Postage,  freight,  expressage SO  67 

Class  expenses    IS  11 

Instructors  and  Officers 340  00 

Expenses  of  lectures SO  00 

Sundries 66  16 

Balance 5  27 

$840  57 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.   D.   Seaman,  Secretary, 

Charlottetown,  P.E.I.,  Aug.  2,  1904. 
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IL— TEACHERS'  INSTITUTES. 


(1). IXSPECTORIAL   DIVISIONS   7   AND   8,    (CaPE   BrKTON    IsLAND). 

(Baddeck,  Sept.  23,  24  and  25,  1903.) 

Tlic  first  Teachers'  In«^titute  for  the  counties  of  Inverness  and 
Victoria  met  at  Baddeck,  Sept.  2:3r(l,  L>4th  and  25th,  11^03.  The 
teachers  of  Cape  Breton  and  Richlnond  Counties  were  admitted  on 
equal  terms. 

Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  steamer  Ehhie,  on  which  the  Sydney 
teachers  were  coinin^r,  tlie  general  enrolment  did  not  take  place  until 
3.30  o'clock  Wednesdav  afterm^on.  Ninetv-three  enrolled.  Dr.  A. 
H.  MacKay,  Prof.  II.  W.  Smith,  Mr.  T.  B.  Kidner  and  Dr.  G.  U. 
Hay  were  present  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  meetings. 

After  the  enrolment  the  following  committee  was  appointed  to 
consider  the  programmes  for  the  different  meetings: — 

Inspector  McKinnon,  President;  Miss  Lawlor,  Vice-President; 
J.  Crerar  McDonald,  ^(*rrefary-Treasurer;  Prin.  Stewart,  Mr.  Wiu. 
C.  Robinson,  Air.  J.  D.  McLeod,  Mr.  Thos.  Gallant  and  Miss 
McDonnell. 

Minor  business  matters  were  then  considered,  after  which  the 
meeting  adjourned. 

Thursday  morning's  session  opened  with  a  ''  Lesson  on  Interest  '* 
by  IMr.  F.  IE.  Spinney.  By  a  graded  series  of  questions  he  clearly 
explaimxl  to  a  class  what  interest  Avas. 

An  excellent  paper  on  '^  Mu<ic  as  Taught  in  the  Schools  of  Xortli 

Svdnev ''  was  then  delivered  bv  Prof.  C.  L.  Chisln-lm.     His  music 
*■'        ' '  ' '  —^ 

course  is  a  graded  one  <>f  sight-singing  and  theory  of  music.  This 
pa])er  evoked  mucli  comment  and  discussion.  Mr.  Kidner  stated 
that  it  was  an  easy  matter  to  Cr^tablish  systems  of  manual  training 
and  music  in  the  centres,  but  that  the  problem  of  reaching  the  great 
mass  of  country  scholars  was  yet  unsolved.  Dr.  Hay  proposed  that 
teach('rs  l)e  instructed  at  the  centres,  who,  in  their  turn,  should  reach 
the  great  mass  of  district  pupils.  Dr.  A.  H.  AfacKay  thought  that 
if  this  system  w^ere  succes«^ful  in  Xorth  Sydney,  it  might  be  extended 
to  different  parts  of  the  l^rovince.  Teachers  could  be  trained,  and 
hence  the  country  woTild  stand  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  town. 
Principal  Stewart  sup])orted  Prof.  Chisholm  in  a  short  address,  in 
which  he  mentioned  the  success  of  Prof.  Chisholm  as  a  student  and 
teacher,  and  also  the  superiority  of  his  methods.  Aloreover,  he  gave 
an  account  of  music  as  taught  in  the  schools  of  the  United  States^ 
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The  subject  of  "  Mineralop;>''  and  Geology  in  the  Schools  '^  wa» 
treated  by  Air.  Loran  Do  Wolfe,  of  North  Sydney  High  School.  His 
paper  showed  careful  and  tho\ightful  preparation,  and  a  full  under- 
standing of  his  subject.  He  outlined  a  course  in  Mineralogy  and 
Geology  for  the  different  gi*ades,  and  showed  that  the  subject  could 
be  taught  even  better  in  country  districts  than  in  towns. 

Prof.  Smith  gave  a  very  pleasant  talk  on  **  School  Gardens"]- 
Jlis  appearance  on  the  platfonn  was  much  applauded  by  his  pupils,, 
with  whom  he  is  always  popular.  He  pointed  out  the  difficulties  to 
be  met  in  establishing  "  school  gardens  " ;  how  to  overcome  those 
difficulties;  how  to  have  plants  in  winter  as  well  as  in  summer;  the 
benefits  of  such  gardens  and  their  small  cost 

Dr.  A.  H.  MacKay  discussed  the  last  two  subjects,  stating  that 
snch  teaching  kept  the  pupil  from  becoming  a  mere  machine ;  that 
schools  were  usually  better  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  where^ 
well  taught  in  the  ^'  Nature  studies  " ;  that  through  these  subjects  the- 
pupil  became  more  interested  in  his  school  work ;  and  that,  eventnally, 
the  pupil  would  understand  the  world  better,  might  establish  new 
industrieSy  or  conduct  the  older  industries  more  intelligently. 

Mr,  F.  H.  Spinney  showed  how  Nature  studies  explained  m^lnjr 
pasBigee  in  reading. 

Thursday  afternoon  was  devoted  to  an  excursion  to  Dr.  Graham 
Bell's.  As  the  steamer  Blue  Bell  had  met  with  an  accident,  the- 
leachers  crossed  the  harbour  in  boats.  Dr.  Bell  received  them  yeryr 
bospitably  and  provided  teams  to  convey  them  to  his  laboratoiy, 
where  Be  explained  the  different  materials  used  in  making  his  kites, 
how  they  were  constructed,  etc.  After  seeing  some  kites  fly,  the 
t^eachers  proceeded  to  Dr.  Bell's  handsome  residence  at  Beinor 
Shreagh,  where  an  excellent  repast  was  furnished.  Owing  to  the 
violence  of  the  storm  which  had,  in  the  meantime,  suddenly  arisen, 
the  teachers  had  to  be  driven  back  to  Baddeck.  Many  thanks  are 
due  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Graham  Bell  for  their  kindness  and  hospitality* 

The  public  meeting  which  was  to  be  held  at  8  o'clock  was  post- 
poned, as  it  was  late  when  all  the  teachers  reached  Baddeck. 

The  session  of  Friday  morning  opened  with  a  paper  on  "  Civics 
in  the  Schools  "  by  Mr.  Thos.  Gallant.  He  believed  that  every  boy 
should  know,  by  the  time  he  left  school,  how  the  school  was  governed,, 
the  town  and  the  Dominion,  etc. 

Mr.  Gillis  said  that  special  provision  was  made  for  the  education 
of  the  farmer,  the  miner,  etc.,  and  thought  that  special  education 
ought  to  be  provided  for  the  seafaring  man  as  well. 

12 
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Dr.  AlacKay  coinplimentod  Mr.  Giillant  for  his  paper  on  Civic?, 
stating  that  Mr.  Gallant  was  equally  at  home  in  French  and  English. 

"  The  Theory  and  Practice  of  Geography  "  was  fully  treated  of 
by  Principal  McKeigan,  of  Sydney.  It  was  the  stepping  stone  to 
many  sciences;  it  should  be  taught  by  excursioiLS,  sand-maps,  black- 
board drawings,  railway  maps  and  newspa]>ers.  Geograi)hy  brings 
the  pupil  iuU)  closer  contact  with  the  t(*acher,  with  Nature,  and  the 
Divine  will. 

This  pap(»r  was  discussed  by  Mr.  F.  If.  Spinney,  Dr.  MacKay, 
Vice-Prin.  Mcintosh,  Viee-Priu  DeWolfo,  Mr.  Kidner  and  Mr. 
Gallant. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Dawson,  of  the  Svdnov  Mt*chanie  Science  School,  next 
gave  a  very  interesting  paper  on  *'  I)rawing'\  He  mentioned  its 
neglect  in  the  schools;  it^  valuable  training  of  hand  and  eye;  its  use- 
fulness in  dos(»ri])tion ;  and  its  close  conncc»ti<)n  with  manual  training, 
domestic  science  and  agriculture. 

The  afternoon  sessifm  of  Friday  opened  with  a  paper  on  the 
^^  Metric  System  ■'  by  Inspector  Macueil.  He  said  that  most  of  the 
nations  of  Europe  had  adopted  this  systian;  that  the  United  States 
"was  to  adopt  it  soon;  that  if  educational  bodies  and  business  men 
desired  and  fought  for  it,  the  Government  of  Canada  would  not 
remain  insensitive  to  it. 

Mr.  Kidner  then  gave  a  very  valuable  address  on  "  Hand-work 

*  in  the  Common  Schools  "  showing  how  any  teacher  could  b^in  the 

work  in  a  simple  manner  and  extend  it  gradually  at  a  comparatively 

small  cost.      His  address  was  fully  illustrated  with  all  kinds  of 

'  models. 

Dr.  Hay  expressed  his  appreciation  of  Mr.  Kidner's  valuable 
-address. 

Principal  Stewart  wanted  to  know  how  we  could  make  our 
teachers  take  up  this  work. 

This  being  the  last  item  on  the  program,  business  matters  were 
considered. 

A  vote  of  thanks  to  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Graham  Bell  was  nioved  by 
Principal  Stewart,  seconded  by  Dr.  MacKay,  supported  by  Mr, 
Kidner  and  unanimously  carried  by  the  Institute.  A  further  vote 
of  thanks  was  passed  to  Mr.  Campbell  for  his  boat,  to  railways, 
trustees  of  Court  House,  steamboats,  etc. 

Remarks  were  made  by  Inspector  McKinnon  and  Dr.  MaoEay, 
who  thanked  the  teachers  for  attending  the  Institute   when    tbqf 
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might  have  remained  at  home  with  less  expense  and  shorter  hours. 
It  was  then  moved,  seconded  and  passed,  that  the  present  committee 
i^nzain  in  office  until  further  appointment,  after  which  Inspector 
McKinnon  declared  the  meeting  closed. 

The  public  meeting  was  held  in  the  Court  House,  Friday  evening 
^t  8  o'clock.  This  meeting  was  entertaining  as  well  as  instructive. 
The  principal  speakers  were : — Dr.  A.  H.  MacKay,  Rev.  Mr.  Miller^ 
^r.  Kidner  and  Dr.  G.  U.  Hay. 

After  an  address  of  welcome  to  the  teachers,  Dr.  Bethune,  the 
Chairman,  introduced  Dr.  MacKay  to  tlie  audience,  who  spoke  of 
the  good  effect  on  the  pupils  morally  and  mentally  of  good  surround- 
ings, fresh  air,  good  building,  etc.  He  urged  the  people  to  improve 
on  the  present  condition  of  their  school-house. 

Mr.  Kidner  gave  an  interesting  address  on  Manual  Training, 

-showing  how  the  term  was  misleading,  since  the  eye  and  brain  were 

trained  as  well  as  the  hand.     He  also  spoke  of  the  kindness  of  Sir 

Wm.   Macdonald  in  supplying  funds  for  the  introduction  of  this 

4system,  of  its  introduction  and  progress. 

The  other  speakers,  for  the  most  part,  supported  Dr.  MacKay's 
views  with  respect  to  improving  the  present  school-house. 

The  programme  was  : — 

1.  Orchestra. 

2.  Address  of  Welcome.  .  Dr.  Bethune. 

3.  Speech Dr.  A.  H.  MacKay. 

4.  Song Miss  Annie  Buchanan. 

5.  Speech Rev.  Mk.  Miller. 

6.  Orchestra. 

7.  Speech Mr.  Kidneb. 

8.  Song Miss  Blesedbl. 

9.  Speech ^ Dr.  Hay. 

10.  Orchestra. 

11.  Speech Inspector  McKinnon. 

12.  Local  speakers. 

13.  Orchestra. 

Gk)d  Save  the  King. 

J.  Crerab  McDonald, 

Secretary'Tre(i8urer. 
Baddeck,  Sept-  28th,  1903. 
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(2).— INSPECTORIAL  DIVISIONS   3   AND   4    (ACADIAN 

SCHOOLS). 

UlnstitiUe  Acadieri'  (Qaatrieme  R/aviiion,) 

(Tusket  Wedge,  Yanuouth,  19  et  20  Mai,  1904.) 

La  quatrieme  reunion  de  I'lnstitut  Acadien  a  eu  lieu  a  Tusket 
Wedge  le  19  et  20  Mai. 

On  commenga  Fouverture  par  un  compte-rendu  de  la  demiero 
session  lequel  fut  approuve  sans  aucune  discussion. 

Suit  une  adresse  par  le  president  relativement  aux  obligations 
qu'ont  les  membres  de  suivre  les  regies  de  I'lnstitut  Le  president  a 
fortement  appuye  la  lettre  de  M.  le  Surintendant,  invitant  les  menoi- 
bres  de  I'Institut  Acadien  d'assister  a  I'lnstitut  de  Middleton.  Tous 
les  membres  sans  exception  ont  repondu  cordialement  a  I'invitaticHi, 
montrant  gu'ils  yoyaient  bien  la  necessity  d'une  entente  cordiale  entre 
les  instituteurs  Anglais  et  Frangais,  dans  le  but  de  I'amelioratioii 
gSn^rale  de  I'Education. 

Un  comity  fut  nomm^  isifin  de  voir  qu'elle  etait  ropinion  des  insti* 
tuteurs  touchant  les  livres  de  lecture  actuellement  en  usage  dans  nos 
^coles. 

Le  premier  sujet  dans  I'apr^s-midi  a  ete  trait^  par  Mile.  Claim 
Amiratdty  concemant  I'Education.  EUe  &  clairement  d^inontri 
I'importance  h,  attacher  au  development  du  caractere.  L'Educatioa 
est  la  culture  des  qualit^s  les  plus  nobles  et  les  plus  elev^es  de  Tindi- 
vidu  et  de  la  race,  et,  de  plus,  le  moyen  le  plus  radical  d'aoquerir  la 
succes  et  le  bonheur.  Elle  ^  soutenu  que  I'on  devait  developer  la 
caractere  et  I'intelligence  de  I'bonmie  afin  qu'il  puisse  plus  facile- 
ment  realiser  et  mieux  accomplir  les  obligations  de  son  et&t.  Enfin^ 
a-t-elle  dit  Teducation  doit  etre  pratique  au  triple  i)oint  de  vue  pa*- 
sonnel,  national  et  religieux. 

Des  discours  tres  eloquents  et  tres  ad  rem  ont  suivi  oe  papier 
interesHant,  par  M.  M.  D'Entremont,  Pothier  et  Le  Blanc 

L'un  des  sujets  les  plus  importants  fut  ensuite  lu  par  M.  Louis 
D'Entremont,  Principal  de  1'  ecole  de  I'Anse  des  Belliveaux.  D 
s'agissait  de  Timportance  de  People  primaire.  M.  I)']p!ntremant  i 
montr6  I'importance  d'avoir  les  meilleurs  instituteurs  et  institutrieet 
dans  le  departement  primaire  parce  qu'il  importe  souverainement  de 
bien  conmiencer.  C'est  Tedifice  intellectuel  et  il  faut  poser  la  baie 
solidement. 

M.  Adolphe  Comeau  de  I'ficole  de  Meteghan  River  k  capliiS 
J'attention  de  I'Institut  pendaiit  \m.  <\uart  d'heure,  leur  parlant  de 


.-J 


J 


teachers'  institutes.  181 


Fimportauce  et  de  la  necessite  de  fa  ire  plus  d'attention  a  la  corre- 
spondence commerciale  et  sociale.  M.  DVEutremoiit  en  commentant  le 
travail  de  M.  Comeau  en  temies  tres  elogieux,  a  attire  Tattention  des 
membres  de  Tinstitut  sur  le  chapitre  de  la  ponetnation. 

Le  soir  les  instituteiirs  et  les  gens  de  Tiisket  Wedge  se  sent  fait 
nn  devoir  de  recrt'er  les  membres  de  I'lnstitut  de  la  manic-re  la  plus 
inberessante.  Un  magnitique  petit  concert  avait  et<'  organise,  et  les 
membres  de  I'lnstitut  ont  pu  en  jouir  pendant  deux  heures.  Connne 
le  concert  a  ete  donne  par  les  enfants  de<>  ecoles,  tons  ont  pu  constater 
le  progres  realise  dans  nos  ecoles. 

Vendredi,  'JO  Mai. 

Lo  comite  nomme  la  veille  presenta  son  rapport : 

1°.     Attendu  que  les  livres  de  lecture  aetuellement  en  usage  dans 
nos  ecoles  francaises  sont  consideres  trop  difficiles  pour  les  enfants 
dea  differents  grades  pour  lesquels  ils  sont  prCvScrits  (surtout  la  deux- 
ieuie  partie  du  troisi<''me  livre). 

2°.  Attendu  que  le  fran(;ais  et  Fauglais  se  trouvant  vis-a-vis,  et 
qu'un  arrangement  pareil  est  considere  par  Tlnstitut  eomme  nuisible 
«u  lieu  d^ctre  favorable  a  rac(juiHition  pratique  et  durable  de  Tune  et 
de  Fautre  langue. 

3°.  Attendu  que  le  fran§ais  n'est  pour  la  plupart  qu'une  tra- 
duction litterale  de  Tanglais  et  en  plusieurs  cas  incorrect  au  point  de 
vue  grammatical  et  manque  les  I'lements  constitutifs  du  genie  de  la 
langue  f  rangaise. 

II  est  resolu : 

Que  jusque  au  jour  ou  le  conseil  de  Flnstniction  publique  ait  pres- 
crit  une  serie  de  livres  de  lectur.e  pour  les  ecoles  frangaises,  les  insti- 
tuteurs  sont  libres  d'exercer  leur  propre  jugement  quant  au  choix  de 
livres  frangais  a  faire  pour  ees  dites  ecoles. 

Ensuite  le  Pere  Amirault,  Principal  de  1' Academic  de  Clare,  a 

pris  la  parole  et  a  entretenu  les  membres  de  I'institut  sur  la  question 

de  Tecole  bi-lingue  de  Truro.     II  en  a  fait  resortir  les  avantages  et  a 

fortement  recommande  les  instituteurs  et  institutrices  a  y  assister  en 

^and  nombre. 

Plusieurs  des  membres  se  sont  leves  et  ont  traite  du  Frangaia 
comme  devant  etre  favorise  par  le  gouvemeraent.  Tout  le  monde 
etait  d'avis  que  le  gouvernement  jusqu'ici  a  fait  son  possible  dans 
cette  voie,  et  que  si  il  y  avait  faute  quelque  part,  ce  serait  chez  les 
Acadiens  eux-memes,  qui  ne  se  sont  pas  toujours  presses  a  saisir  les 
offres  avances  par  les  autorites. 

Le  president  a  fortement  appuye  le  mouvement  d'^t^  vers  I'Ecole' 

Uormale. 

J.  Adolphe   Comeau, 
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III.— PROVINCIAL  EDUCATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 


Officers   foe   1904. 

President: 
A.  H.  MacKay,  LL.D.,  F.RS.C,  SupeniUendent    of   Education. 

Vice-President  : 
D.  SoLOAN^  B.A.,  Principal  Normal  School,  Truro. 

Secre  tary-Treasurer: 
A.  McKay,  Supervisor,  Halifax  Schools. 

Executive   Committee . 

Ex'oflicio. — The  President  and  Vice-President. 
P.  O'Hearn,  Principal,  St.  Patrick's  School,  Halifax. 
B.  McKiTTRiCK^  B.A.,  Principal,  Lunenburg  Academy. 
W.  F.  Kbmpton,  Principal,  Yarmouth  Academy. 
Lenfest  Rugoles^  Principal,  Bear  River  High  School. 
R.  W.  Ford,  M.A.,  Principal,  Wolfville  High  School. 
A.  G.  Macdonald,  M.  A.,  Inspector  of  Schools,  Antigonish* 
F.  I.  Stewart,  B.A.,  Principal,  Sydney  Academy. 
John  McKinnon,  Inspector  of  Schools,  Whycocomagh. 
W.  R.  Campbell,  M.A.,  Principal,  Truro  Academy. 
E.  J.  Lay,  Principal,  Amherst  Academy. 


Financial    Statement    for    1904. 

Eeceipts. 

Balance  on  hand $125  71 

Membership  fees 200  50 

<3ovemment  grant   200  00 

$526  21 

Expenditures. 

Barnes  &  Co.,  programmes $     1  50 

educational  Review — ^Adv 15  00 

Blank  Books,  &c 2  30 

*'  At  Home  ^' — expenses 24  70 

Assistant  Secretary — Mr.  Trefry 10  00 

"             "             Mr.  Cummings   9  00 

__      $62  50 


PROVINCIAL     EOr CATION AL    ASSOCIATION.  18.^ 

Brought  foimnrd     $62  50 

Janitor 5  00 

Secretary's  Allowance   50  00 

Stenographer — Mr.   Huggins    50  00 

Herald— Adv 13  35 

Travelling  Expenses — Mr.  Calkin 6  50 

Searching  Records — Miss  Donahoe 1  00                   ? 

Chro^rfcle— Adv 13  50 

Recorder— Adv 10  00 

Expenses  tor  Truro 3  90 

Photograph  for  Report — Notman '....  125* 

Printing,  etc.— T.  C.  Allen  &  Co 14  75 

Stationery 3  30 

Postage 5  10 

240  15 

Balance  on  hand $286  06 

Correct. 
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ABSTRACT  OF  THE  MINUTES  OF  THE  THIRTEENTH   MEETING. 

NoBMAi.   School^   Trubo^  August   16-18,  1904. 

First  Session,  Tivesdciy,  16th. 

The  enrolment  of  members  began  at  9  a.m.  At  10  a.m.  the  Pre- 
sident called  the  meeting  to  order  and  delivered  an  address  on  "  Some 
Present-Day  Problems." 

A  Committee  on  Resolutions  was  appointed,  consisting  of  the 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  ten  other  members  elected 
by  ballot,  viz. : — 

Principal  Kaulbach  for  District  No.  1 
Inspector  Macintosh  " 
Commissioner  Pelton    " 
Principal  Longley        " 
Robinson       " 

"  Armstrong  " 

Inspector  Phelan  " 

Principal  Smith  " 

McLeod 
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Inspector  Macintosh  read  the  Report  of  the  Special  Committee 
on  School  Support,  The  lieport,  which  wa.s  very  full  and  complete, 
was  discussed  by  Principal  Smith  and  Inspector  Macdonald. 

Rev.  Dr.  A.  ilacdonahl,  V.G.,  St.  Andrew's,  read  a  paper  oa 
^^  Shall  and  Will.'' 

Second   Sessloii,    Tuesday    IGfhj  8   p.m. 

The  President  called  the  meeting  to  ordea*  and  introduced  Presi- 
dent Hannah,  of  King's  C-ollegc^,  who  delivered  an  address  on  '*  Uni- 
versity Extension  in  England." 

Dr.  D.  A.  Murray,  Professor  of  Mathematics,  Dolhousie  College, 
read  a  paper  on  **  Technical  Education  and  Manual  Training." 

Tliis  paper  and  the  previous  one  w^ere  discussed  by  Dr.  Trott<>r, 
President  of  Acadia  College*,  ilr.  R.  R.  McLeod,  i[r.  X.  A.  Osborne, 
Inspector  McKinnon,  Inspector  Macintosh,  the  President,  Principal 
Campbell,  Principal  Kennedy,  Inspector  ilacdonald.  Principal 
Smith  and  President  Forrest. 

Third  Sessibn,  Tursday    10th,  S  p.m-. 

Public  meeting.  The*  President  in  the  chair.  Addresses  were 
delivered  by  Principal  Soloan  of  the  Xorninl  School,  President 
Hannah,  Dr.  Macdonuld,  President  Trotter,  Hon.  Dr.  Longley  and 
President  Forrest. 

Fourth    Session,    Wednesday    17th,  0.20    a.m. 
The  President  called  the  meeting  to  order. 

On  motion  of  Commissioner  Pelton  of  Yarmouth,  the  Committee 
on  Resolutions  was  em])owered  to  add  to  its  numbers. 

Mr.  G.  W.  Kvte,  Chief  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  read  a 
paper  on  "  The  Present  Outh)ok  in  Relation  to  the  Common 
Schools." 

Dr.  C.  P.  "Bissett,  of  St.  Peter's,  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Duties  of 
School  Trustees." 

Tn  the  absence  of  Pet-er  Tunes,  Esq.,  of  Kentville,  his  paper  on 
^  Attendance  in  Rural  Schools  "  was  read  by  Principal  Robinson,  of 
Kentville. 

This  paper  was  discussed  by  the  President,  Inspector  Rosooe^ 
Eev.  Mr.  Rosborough,  Principal  Kennedy,  Commissioner  Scanlan, 
^Xwnmissioner  Calkin,  Dr.  Bisactt  and  Mr.  Kyte. 


-• «^: 
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Professor  Brittain  then  read  a  paper  on  "  Nature  Study  in  the 
Public  Schools  ". 

Discussion  by  President  Hannah,  Rev.  Mr.  Rosborough,  Mr.  R. 
E.  McLeod  and  President  Forrest. 

Fifth   Session,  Wednesday   17th,  2  p.m. 

The  President  called  the  meeting  to  order. 

Mr.  R.  R.  McLeod  read  a  paper  on  "  Religion  and  its  Relation  to 
our  Public  Schools." 

Mr.  A.  Macneil,  President  of  the  Mining  Association,  gave  an 
address  on  *'  The  Advantages  of  a  Study  in  our  Public  Schools  of  our 
Industrial  Resources." 

These  papers  were  discussed  by  Mr.  B.  W.  Chipman,  Secretary 
of  Agriculture ;  President  Trotter,  PreBidoiit  Forrest,  Commissioner 
Calkin,  ilr.  Macneil,  Principal  Kennedy,  Rev.  Dr.  Macdonald,  Com- 
missioner Osborne  and  Dr.  Murrav. 

«- 

Sixth  Session,   Wednesday   17th,  8  p.m. 

A  conversazione  Avas  held  in  the  Assembly  Hall  of  the  Academy, 
Commissioner  Calkin  presiding. 

Addresses  were  delivered  bv  Mayor  Laurence,  the  Verv  Revd. 
Dr.  Pace,  of  Washington  University;  President  Hannah,  Dr.  G.  U. 
Hay,  of  St.  John,  and  Mr.  0.  W.  Kyte ;  while  in  another  part  of  the 
building  a  *'  round  table  "  conftuenco  on  the  relations  between  the 
universities  and  the  connnon  schools,  was  held. 

Mrs.  S.  B.  Patterson  presided  at  the  piano,  and  a  solo  was  sung 
by  Miss  Myrtle  Goode. 

Refreshments  were  provided  by  the  ladies  of  Truro. 

Seventh  Session,  Thursday  ISfh,  9  a.m. 
The  President  called  the  meeting  to  order. 

In  the  absence  of  Dr.  Sponagle,  of  Middleton,  his  paper  on  "Our 
Educational  System  in  its  Relation  to  Physical  Development "  was 
rea(J  by  Principal  Campbell. 

A  paper  on  "  Militarv  Drill  in  the  Public  School ",  by  Mr.  W. 
E.  Outiiit,  B.A.,  was  read  by  Principal  Kennedy. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Blois,  of  Halifax,  read  a  paper  on  "  Reformatories 
and  Industrial  Schools  ". 
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Dr.  A.  p.  Reid,  Medical  Health  Officer  of  the  Provincial  Board 
of  Health,  gave  an  address  on  the  *'  Necessity  of  Teaching  the  Laws 
of  Health  in  the  Public  Schools." 

Discussion  followed  by  Rev.  Father  Young  and  Inspector 
McKinnon. 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions  presented  the  following  Reso- 
lution : — 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Association  the  time  has 
arrived  when,  in  the  best  interests  of  education,  some  provision 
should  be  made  for  the  pensioning  of  teachers ; 

Further  Resolved,  That  this  Association  appoint  a  committee  to 
consider  the  matter  of  pensioning  teachers,  and  if  possible,  to  pre- 
sent to  the  next  meeting  of  this  Association  some  satisfactory  scheme 
of  pensions. 

Inspector  Roscoe  and  Principal  Kennedy  moved  that  this  recom- 
mendation be  receive<l  and  adopted.  After  some  discussion  by  Com- 
missioner Pelton  and  Prof.  Murray  it  was  referred  to  the  afternooA 
session. 

The  Secretary,  by  request,  read  the  following  resolutions  under 
discussion  by  the  Coimnittee  on  Resolutions: — 

Moved  by  Principal  Kennedy:  Resolved,  That  this  Conuuittee 
recommend  to  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  that  at  the  Annual 
High  School  £xaniinati<)ns  a  candidate  for  a  certificate  of  any  grade 
be  not  required  to  pay  a  fee  on  account  of  not  holding  a  certificate  of 
any  lower  grade. 

Moved  by  Principal  McKittrick:  Resolved,  That  this  Associ- 
ation recommend  to  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  that  all 
teachers  attending  the  l^rovincial  Educational  Association  be  given 
one  week  extra  vacation,  and  three  days  for  District  Institutes. 

Moved  by  Commissioner  N".  A.  Osborne :     That  teachers  are  too 
much  affected  by  direct  contact  with  the  public;  that  whereas  the 
Government  supply  part  of  the  salary,  that  it  is  only  just  that   it 
should  have  partial  control  of  the  appointment  of  teachers ;  that  thig 
could  be  best  secured  by  committees  for  each  county  appointed  by 
the  Education  Office  to  receive  complaints  of  teachers  discharged  and 
deprived  of  living  imjustly  by  trustees ;  that  by  this  means  perman- 
ency in  the  profession  would  be  created  in  rural  sections. 


i 


PROVINCIAL   EDUCATIONAL   ASSOCIATION.  187 


Eighth  Session,  Thursday  18th,  2  p.m. 

The  President  called  the  meeting  to  order.  The  Secretary  read 
the  followang  report  to  the  Association  from  the  Committee  on  Reso- 
lations : — 

Your  Committee  had  before  it  various  resolutions  recx)mmittecl 
last  year  or  submitted  in  the  course  of  these  meetings.  It  has  not 
been  able  to  deal  fully  with  all  these  resohitions  and  suggestions. 
Some  of  them  were  rendered  utmecessary  by  the  course  of  events,  and 

others  were  held  for  fuller  consideration. 

f 

Your  Committee  begs  to  recommend  for  your  approval  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: — 

1.  That  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  be  asked  to  grant  an 
extra  week  of  holidays  this  year  to  all  teachers  attending  this  Asso- 
ciation, provided  the  length  of  such  holidays  does  not  exceed  eight 
weeks. 

2.  That  the  following  resolution  be  received,  and  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  consider  it  more  fully  and  make  recommend- 
ations regarding  it:  Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Associ- 
ation the  time  has  arrived  when,  in  the  best  interests  of  Education^ 
some  provision  should  be  made  for  the  pensioning  of  teachers. 

Further  resolved,  That  this  Association  appoint  a  committee  to 
consider  the  matter  of  pensioning  teachers,  and  if  possible  present 
to  the  next  meeting  of  this  Association  some  satisfactory  scheme  o£ 
pensions. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Signed  by  the  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  Principals  Crombie  and  Campbell,  the  first  reso- 
lution about  holidays  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Principal  Smith  and  Inspector  Macdonald,  the 
secontd  resolution  re  Pensions  was  also  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Pensions  was  then  appointed  as  follows: — 
Inspector  Macdonald,  Principal  Campbell,  Principal  Crombie,  Com- 
missioner Pelton,  Supervisor  McKay. 

On  motion  of  Principal  Campbell  and  Supervisor  McKay,  it  was 
decided  that  the  Special  Committee  on  School  Support,  viz..  Inspec- 
tors Macintosh  and  Macdonald,  Commissioner  Calkin,  Principal 
Lay  and  Professor  Murray  be  reappointed  in  order  to  follow  up 
iheir  investigations  by  practical  recommendations. 
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A  discnssion  followed  in  which  the  President,  Principal  Smith, 
Principal  Crombie,  Inspc^jtor  McKinnon,  Commissioner  Pelton  and 
others  took  part,  urging  th(^  desirability  of  having  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  School  Snp])ort  printed  in  the  local  newspapers  and 
brought  before  the  School  Boards  and  Municipal  Councils  by  the 
Inspectors. 

Balloting  for  an  Executive  Council  resulted  in  the  appointment 
of 

Principal   Kennedy  for  Inspectorial  District  No.    1 
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On  motion  of  Principal  Smith  and  Inspector  Macdonald,  vot^s  of 
thanks  were  passed  to  the  ladies  of  Truro  who  provided  music  and 
refreshments  for  the  conversazione;  to  the  School  Board  and  Prin- 
cipal Campbell  for  tlie  use  of  the  Assembly  Hall  of  the  Academy ;  to 
the  railway  and  steamboat  managers  for  free  return  tickets,  and  to 
the  newspa])ers  for  their  excellent  reports. 

Miss  Ellis,  a  teacher  who  had  been  sent  to  South  Africa,  gave  an 
interesting  account  c>f  her  teaching  exj>erience  among  the  Boers. 

The  Pn^sident  ex])res8ed  his  pleasure  in  presiding  at  meetings 
characterized  by  so  niucli  earnest  attention  to  business,  such  good 
judgment  in  solving  difficult  educational  problems,  and  such  good 
nature  and  moderation  in  the  discussion  of  questions  on  which  people 
may  be  expected  to  diflfer. 

On  motion  of  Inspector  Craig  the  meeting  was  adjourned  sifie 
die. 

A.   McKay^  Secretary, 


PROVINCIAL   EDUCATIONAL   ASSOCIATION.  189 


MEMBERSHIP  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  EDUCATIONAL  ASSOCIATION  FOR 

1904. 

ORDINARY  MEMBERS:— 

Superintendent  of  Editcation — ^A.  Hi  MacKay,  LL.D. 
Normal  ScAoo/— Principal  Soloan,  E.  W.  Connolly. 

Inapectara — ^E.  L.  Armstrong,  I.  C  Craig,  G.  Creighton,  A.  G.  Maodonald^  H. 
H.  MacIotoBh,  John  MoKinnon,  M.  J.  T.  Macneil,  C   W.  Roscoe. 

School  Boards — ^Rev.  A.  E.  Andrews,  Bayfield ;  Wm.  Bentley,  Middle  Musquo- 
doboit;  J.  B.  Calkin,  Truro;  W.  O.  Creighton,  Weat  River;  Henry 
Hunter,  Westchester;  J.  H.  Livingstone,  Wentworth;  A.  P.  Miller.  S. 
Pictou;  S.  H.  Pelton^  Yarmouth;  A.  W.  Robertson,  Centredale,  Pictou; 

Rev    M.  Ro6bbrouj(h,  Halifax ;  Dr.   Reid,    Windsor ;   M.   Scanlan,  Advocate 
Harbor;  Rev.  Father  Young,  Enfield. 

CoUegea — ^Preside&t  Hannah»  King's  College;  E.  Kaulbach,  Maritime  Business 
C<^lege;  Dr.  D.  A.  Murray,  DalhousSe  College. 

8oeietie9 — ^Wm.  McKerron,  A.  McKay. 
TEACHERS'  INSTITUTES:— 

Annipolia-^HaMlB  Fash,  Ghas.  W.  Parker. 

Aniigomish — ^F.  6.  Morehouse. 

'•'•■•'  •  ' 

Cope  Breton — James  Hanway,  Anna  B.  Mackiniosh,  F.  L  Stewart,    Clara 

Moore. 

Co(0ibes^— J.  Ei  Barteauz,  W.  tL  Campbell,  M.  D.  Hemeon,  Laura  B.  Mao- 
kintosh,  G.  M.  Hi^igins,  Edith  Linton. 

CumberUmd—UliA  J.  Barnes,  Jean  Crewman,  J.  H.  Elliot»  N.  Q.  McTavish^ 
Mary  CMuUin,  Ethel  M.  Pugfa»  Florence  Reid,  G.  G.  Sedgewick. 

ikgbf^ — ^Laura  O'Brien. 

Ouyshoro — J.  A.  Armstrong,  Edith  Cameron. 

HaUfam — ^Enuna  Burris,  Louise  Borne,  Ed.  Cummings,  A.  W.  Eraser,  W.  T. 
Kennedy,  J.  W.  Logan,  Nettie  McKay;,  G.  R.  Marshall,  E.  H.  Blois,  Emily 
Fult«,  Nelson  H.  Gardner,  Pearl  Smith,  J.  H.  Trefry. 

Hmnts — ^Ethel  Cochrane,  Grace  Dawson,  Mabel!  Holesworth,  Irene  R.  McCul- 
loch,  W.  J.  Shields,  W.  H.  Longley. 

.     Iwvemeae — ^Margaret  J.  McKay,  E.  B.  Smith. 

Kings — F.  L.  Comstock,  N.  A.  Osborne,  Ernest  Robinson. 


Lunenburg — ^I.  Crombie,  Burgess  McKittrick,  Mary  E.  Tobin,  Jessie  Trethe- 
way,  Etta  Zinck. 

Pictou — Wm.  Bruce,  Sophie  L.  Harrivel,  Isabelle  Johnson,    Edna    Mosher, 
Alice  A.  McRae,  J.  W.  McLeod,  J.  T.  McLeod. 

(Queens— Jessie  Freeman. 

iBr)^l5iini«— Stillman  lyEon.  , 
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Victoria — J.  Crerar  Macdonald,  Robert  A.  Rice. 
Yarmouth — S.  B,  Allen,  W.  F.  Kemptou. 

A8SOCLATE    MEMBERS:— 

Annapolis — Clara  E.  WiWett. 

Antigonish — Minerva  Crcelman,  I^ura   Newcomb,    Mrs.    A.    G.    Maodonald, 
Angela  O'Brien. 

Cape  Breton — ^Annie  E.  Canavan,  Norman  L.  Cooke,  Jennie    Ellis,    Harriet 
Johnson,  Celeste  Pierce,  Thos  M.  Phelan. 

Colchester — Annie  Allen,  Janet  Archibald,  Maud  Brenna^n,  E.  M.  Burris, 
Kvolyn  Bool.  Christina  M.  Bailoy,  In-i  K.  Blair,  Minnie  Crcelman,  Alio« 
Creighton,  Anne  M.  Cameron,  Laura  Ch*eelman,  Flora  Crowe,  Nellie  Cox, 
Kilnn,  Co'eman  Carrie  Crow**,  Laura  Cameron,  Orilla  Carroll.  Ethel  (  his- 
holm,  Edith  Dechman.  Edna  ]>avi<l8on.  .leanotte  Douglass.  Hattie  Dick- 
«on,  (Jlara  E.  Davidson.  Emma  Ellis.  Ida  W.  Elliot,  Elizabeth  Edwarda, 
Edith  Fox,  Mary  J.  Finley.  L.  M.  Oammell,  Je:in  Gordon,  Annie  S.  Gould, 
Ida  Graham,  Emma  Henderson,  \V.  W.  Herdman,  Viola  Johnson,  Belle 
Johnson,  May  longhead.  James  Little,  Aiberta  Langille,  Christine 
McD<mald,  Georgie  McKenzie,  Matth*  Morrison,  Christina  McCallum, 
Margaret  Mcrh«*rson,  E.  Mary  McDougaU.  D,  \N-  Mcl>Dnald,  Minnie 
AlcKonzie,  Grace  McT^auchlan,  Marie  McNutt.  Lena  McKini,  Agnes 
McKim,  Jean  M.  Mcljeod,  Annie  McCurd3',^4-*'nor  Mclnnis,  Elizabeth 
Mooi-e,  Lil  ian  .VlcCullocih,  \>'alter  Putnam,  Julia  Puitly,  Mi-s  fc*.  B.  Paiter- 
flon,  Fh)rence  Strople,  Emma  Smith,  Mary  E.  fcsibley,  Lillian  Schuare,  Mary 
M  Sutherland,  .losi'phiue  SomervillM,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Soloan,  Alma  Taylor,  Edith 
Taylor,  Bertha  Oxner. 

Cumberland — Blanche  Atkinson.  Belle  J.  Atkinson,  Agnes  Baxter,  Mary  Ben- 
jamin, Charlotte  M  lk>omer,  Mabel  Bigney,  Aim%  Bigney,  Lena  Corliett.  Ida 
CarCer,  Katherine  Dyas,  Marion  Fulton,  MaryT.  Henley,  Mary  Huston,  Gert- 
rude Knowltou,  .loscphhie  Lavers,  Cora  Liudsay,  Tiny  Lowe,  Jessie  Mitchell, 
Alice  Murphy,  Oressa  MacKinlay,  Jennie  MacAleese,  Mildred  McCaHum, 
Ernest  A.  Munro,  Annie  Oxley.  Ruth  Peppard.  Martin  Patterson,  Clara 
A.  Putnam,  VV.  H.  Powell.  Lydia  Simpson^,  Katherine  Skinner,  Josephine 
Stevens,  Lillian  Tait,  Cora  B.  Ward. 

Dighy — Minnie  Archibald. 

Ouyshoro — Maud  Chisholm,  Ida  Galee,  Edith  Morgan,  Alex  H.  Roy. 

Halifax— MAhel  Arciiiba^d.  G.  M.  Acklom.  Elizabeth  Creelman,  Eva  M. 
Crockett,  Sophie  E.  Dickey,  C.  L.  Fultz,  H.  W.  Hewitt.  Katherine  Halej, 
A.  R.  Hill.  Grace  Hennigar,  Daisy  Hartling,  EHa  K.  Henry',  Miss  Lind- 
say. Anne  McNutt,  A.  Macneil,  Dr.  E.  Mackay,  H.  R.  A.  Moir,  Rutk 
Richaxflson,  R.  Schurman,  Harriet  M.  Sibley. 

Hants — Ella  Archibald,  I^ura  Crowe,  Maggie  B.  Caldwell,  Mattie  Densmore^ 

Ruth  E.  Daniels,  Maud  Fulton,  A.  W.  Faulkner.  Alice  Harvey,    Janie 

McWilliam,  Theresa  Royles,   Hattie    M.    Salter,    Elizabeth    A.     Blake, 

Theresa  Carson,  Cecelia  J.  M.  Doyle,  M.  Maud  Gould,  Marion  E.  Lynch* 

i  Emma  L.  I/ynch,  Blanche  A.  Miller.  Katie  O'Brien,  Elva  P.  Soley. 

/wif  nt^M— Eva  E.  Currie,  Pauline  McDonald,  Beatrice  McDonnell. 

Kings — Caseie  Cahill.  Cassie  B.  Hind.  Est«lla  I^omer*^  Mary  G.  Maddntoflli, 
Flora  M.  Miller,  Josephine  Burbidge,  Nellie  Chipman,  Abbie  J. 
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Ifunenhurg — ^Minnie  C.  Hewitt,  Ethel  McLachlan,  Emma  McLachlan,  Mrs. 
Burgess  McKittrick,  S.  M.  Newoomb,  Ellen  Tobin,  Hattie  L.  Wentzell, 
Minnie  Zinck,  Mabel  Uenoigar,  Beatrice  A.  Uenniger,  Edith  JoudrV)  Liia 
B.  McLaughlin,  Margaret  MacMillan,  Flora  F.  Mader,  Mabel  V.  Thomp- 
son, Helen  R.  Young,  Mary  £.  Young. 

Pictou — ^Maud  Ballantyne,  Catherine  I.  Duff      W.  P.  Fraser,  Susie    Fisher, 

Tena  Grant,  Christine  Grant,  Clara  *Grant,  Elizabeth    Lowrie,    A.    D. 

Mclnnis,  Lily  Munro,  Sophia  S.  MoKenzie,  Katherine  Mclnnes,  Alberta 

Munro,  iiiiizabeth  C.  Russell,  Arabella  TAyloi^,  Mildred  Williams,  Emma 

Bigelow,  Janetta  Crowe. 

<^eeii*— R.  R.  McLeod,  Mrs.  R.  R.  McLeod,  Rebecca  J.  Raniey. 
Itf€hm<md — G.  W.  Kyte,  Lena  Kyte^  Mary  McKay,  Mary  McDonald. 

i 

Victoria — Lizzie  Campbell. 

«•  « 
.  - «.' 

Yarmouth — ^Mrs.  S.  H.  Pelton,  Elizabeth  Wyman. 
8t,  John—Dr,  Hay. 
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Honorary  Presidents. 

The  Chief  Superintendent  of  Education  for  Quebec. 

The  Minister  of  Education  for  Ontario. 

The  Superintendent  of  Education  for  Nova  Scotia. ' 

The  Chief  Superintendent  of  Education  for  New  Brunswick. 

The  Chief  Superintendent  of  Education  for  Prince  Edward  Island. 

The  Head  of  the  Department  of  Education,  Manitoba. 

The  Commissioner  of  Education  for  the  North- West  Territories. 

The  Superintendent  of  Education  for  British  Columbia. 

The  Past  Presidents  of  the  Association. 

President: 
John  Millab^  B.A.,  Deputy  Minister  of  Education,  Toronto. 

Vice-President: 

W.  A.  McIntybb,  B.A.,  Principal  Provincial  Normal  School,  Win- 
nipeg. 

Secretary : 
D.  J.  GooGiN^  D.C.L.,  Toronto. 

Treasurer: 
F.  H.  Schofield;  B.A.,  Principal  CoU^iate  Institute,  Winnipeg. 

Directors: 

G.  J.  Bbyan^  Calgary. 

Miss  Agnes  Deans  Camebon^  Victoria. 

John  Squaib^  B.A.,  Toronto. 

Wm.  Scott^  B.A.,  Toronto. 

J.  M.  Habpeb,  Ll.D.,  Quebec. 

SUPEBINTENDENT  BbYDGES,  St  John. 

E.  J.  Lay,  Amherst. 
J.  Robebtson,  B.A.,  Charlottetown. 
Rev.  Lewis  Dbummond,  S.J.,  St.  Boniface. 
Rev.  D.  M.  GIobdon,  Queen's  University,  Kingston. 
Chancellob  N.  Bubwash,  Toronto. 
SuPEBVisoB  McKay^  Halifax. 
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PROGRAMME. 


OENERAIi     MEETINGS. 


President — D.  J.  Gk)ooiN,  D.C.L.,  Toronto. 
Secretary — VV.  A.  McIntybe^  B.A.,  Winnipeg. 

TxLesdayj  July  26th. 

2.30  p.m.     Meeting  Directors  in  Library,  Collegiate  Institute. 

8  p.m.     In  Grace  Church.     Addresses  of  Welcome — ^Hon.  J.  H. 

Agnew,  Winnipeg.  Eeply  by  the  President,  D.  J.  Groggin, 
"M.A.,  D.C.L.,  Toronto.  President's  Address — Present  Day 
Problems  in  Education.  National  Education — Rev.  N.  Bur- 
wash,  S.T.D.,  LL.D.,  President  Victoria  University, 
Toronto. 

• 

Wednesday,  July   27th — (In  Collegiate  Institute). 

9  a.m.     Tendencies'  in  Education. — S.  E.  Lang,  M.A.,  Inspector  of 

Schools,  Virden,  Man.  Some  Commercial  Aspects  of  Edu- 
cation— ^W.  S.  Ellis,  M.A.,  B.Sc.,  Principal  of  Collegiate 
Institute,  Kingston,  Ont.  The  Administration  of  Rural 
Schools — J.  A.  Calder,  B.A.,  Deputy  Commissioner  of  Edu- 
cation, Regina,  N.W.T.  Appointment  of  committees. 
8.  p.m.  In  Grace  Church.  Some  Thoughts  on  Education — ^Rev. 
Lewis  Drummond,  S.J.,  St.  Boniface  College,  Manitoba. 
National  Religious  Education — Rev.  Thos.  B.  Kilpatrick, 
M.A.,  D.D.,  Professor  of  Theology,  Manitoba  College,  Win- 
nipeg. Education  in  its  Relation  to  Social  Life — Prof.  Geo. 
H.  Locke,  Dean  of  the  School  of  Education,  Chicago  Univer- 
sity. 

* 

Thursday,  July  28th — (In  Collegiate  Institute). 

I 
9  a.m.     Excellences  and  Defects  of  Ontario  Educational  System.— 

John  Millar,  B.A.,  Deputy-Minister  of  Education.  Con- 
solidation of  Schools  in  Nova  Scotia.  —  A.  H.  MacKay, 
LL.D.,  Superintendent  of  Education,  Nova  Scotia.  Busi- 
ness meeting. 

8  p.m.     Reception  at  Government  House  by  His  Honor  Sir  Daniel 

and  Lady  McMillan. 

Friday,  July  29th — (In  Collegiate  Institute). 

9  a.m.     Receiving  and  disposing  of  Resolutions.     Election  of  Offi- 

cers.    Selection  of  next  place  of  meeting.     Meeting  of  new 

Board  of  Directors. 

13 
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HiGHEB   Education    Section. 

(All  meetings  in  CoU^iate  Institute). 

President — Pbofessob  John  Squaik^  B.A.,  University  of  Toronto. 
Secretary— Q.  U.  Hay,  Ph.B.,  D.  Sc,  St  John,  N.  B.   ' 

Tuesday,  July  26th. 

8  p.m.  President's  address;  organization;  appointment  of  Com- 
mittees. 

Wednesday,   July   27th. 

2  p.m.  The  Rhythmical  Structure  of  English  Verse. — ^William 
Houston,  M.A.,  Toronto.  The  American  High  School. — 
Prof.  Geo.  H.  Locke,  Dean  of  the  School  of  Education, 
Chicago  University.  The  Relation  of  Greology  to  the  Teach- 
ing of  Greography. — P.  H.  Coleman,  Ph.D.,  University  of 
Toronto. 

Thursday,  July  28th.  ' 

2  p.m.     The  High  School  Curriculum  in  its  Relation  to  the  Adoles- 

cent— George  Young,  B.A.,  'Principal  of  Schools,  Portage 
la  Prairie.  Plows,  Furrows  and  Harrows. — Professor  A. 
H.  Young,  M.A.,  Trinity  University,  Toronto.  Reports  of 
Committees.     Election  of  Officers. 

Inspection   and   Training   Section. 

(All  meetings  in  Coll^iate  Institute). 

President — Dr.  J.  M.  Habpeb,  Quebec. 
Secretary — ^D.  McIntybe^  M.A.,  Winnipeg. 

Tuesday,  July  26th. 

3  p.m.     President's  address;  organization;  appointment    of    Com- 

mittees. 

Wednesday,  July  27th. 

2  p.m.  Inspection  as  an  Agency  in  Public  Education. — G.  J. 
Bryan,  M.A.,  Inspector  of  Schools,  Calgary.  Three  Years  of 
Macdonald  Manual  Training  Schools. — C.  Johanssen, 
Director  of  Manual  Training,  Montreal. 

Thursday,  Juty   28th. 

2  p.m.  Home  Education — A.  Fitzpatrick,  M.A.,  Secretary  Home 
Extension  and  Reading  Camp  Association,  Toronto.  Domsie 
— A  Study  of  SoottiaV  Edvwi^Ltioii. — ^Wm.  Soott,  B»A.,  Prinoi- 
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pal  Normal  School,  Toronto,  Ont.  Some  Functions  of  a 
Normal  School. — David  Soloan,  B.A.,  Principal  Provincial 
Normal  School,  Truro,  N.S.  The  Making  of  a  Teacher — ^a 
round  table  conference,  led  by  W.  A.  Mclntyre,  B.A.,  Mani- 
toba Normal  School.  Reports  of  Conmiittees.  Election  of 
Officers. 

Elementaey    Education    Section. 

(All  meetings  in  Assembly  Hall,  Somerset  School.) 

President — ^Eenest   Smith,   Westmount. 
Secretary — G.    M.    Ritchie,    Toronto. 

Tuesday,  Jiihf   26th. 

3  p.m.  President's  address;  organization;  appointment  of  Com- 
mittees. 

Wednesday,  July   27th, 

2  p.m.  Nature  Study  in  City  Schools. — ^J.  Wallis,  Director  of 
Nature  Study  in  Winnipeg  Schools.  Parent  and  Teacher. — 
Miss  Agnes  Deans  Cameron,  Principal  South  Park  School, 
Victoria,  B.C. 

Thursday,  July  28th. 

2  p.m.  Music  in  Canadian  Schools. — L.  H.  J.  Minchin,  Supervisor 
of  Schools,  Winnipeg.  Art  in  Canadian  Schools. — ^Miss  E. 
E.  Rankin,  Normal  School,  Regina.  Physical  Training  in 
Canadian  Schools. — N.  J.  Jewett,  Physical  Instructor  in 
Y.M.C.A.,  Winnipeg.  Reports  of  Committees.  Election  of 
Officers. 


KiNDEBOABTEN     SECTION. 

President — Miss    M.    McIntybe^    Toronto. 
Secretary — Miss  E.   Cody,  Toronto. 

Tuesday,  July  26th — (In  Free  Kindergarten  Building,  Ellen  St). 

3  p.m.  Address  of  welcome  from  Free  Kindergarten  Association; 
President's  address;  organization;  appointment  of  Com- 
mittees. 

Wednesday,  July  27th — (In  Somerset  School). 

2  p.m.  The  Practical  Influence  of  the  Kindergarten. — ^Miss  M. 
Mclntyre,    Director    of    KindeTgartefn^    ToTOTi\/ci    ^^^tcmSSl 
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Soliool.  Xature  Study  in  tho  Kindergarten. — Miss  B.  Cody, 
Koriual  School,  Toronto.  The  Kindergarten — Its  Phieo  in 
a  Child's  Education. — AUss  V.  Aylesworth,  McKeougL 
School,  Chatham,  Out. 

Resolitions    Adopted. 

That  this  Association  cordiallv  endorses  the  work  and  aims  of  the 
Canadian  Heading  Camp  Association,  commends  the  Provincial 
Governments,  railway  corporations,  employers,  churches  and  indi- 
viduals that  have  assisted  it;  an<l  urges  the  various  Departments  of 
Education  to  assume  fuller  responsibility  and  make  some  adequate 
provision  for  the  social  well-l)eing  and  education  of  the  men  in  the 
frontier,  lumheriug,  mining  and  railway  construction  camps  and 
fishing  stations  of  Canada. 

In  a  country  like  Canada,  which  recognizes  no  class  distinctions, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  to  utilize  for  the  general  good  the  various 
useful  faculties  possessed  by  each  member  of  the  community,  and 
with  this  object  in  view  all  our  high  schools  should  be  free,  and  no 
imposition  of  fees  should  become  a  barrier  in  securing  the  pri\nlege8 
of  secon<lary  schools;  our  universities  also  should  bo  so  generously 
supported  as  not  to  (*lose  their  doors  to  students  who  are  not  children 
of  wealthy  parents. 

The  formation  of  character  should  l)e  the  chief  aim  to  be  kept  in 
view  in  all  eiforts  to  advan(*e  the  work  of  the  school.  Knowledge 
and  education  are  not  identical.  Moral  training  should  form  the 
most  important  part  of  the  teacher's  duties.  Instruction  in  morality 
should  be  mainly  incidental  rather  than  formal,  and  the  use  of  a 
text  book  for  the  purpose  is  secondary  in  value.  The  best  teacher  is 
the  one  who  is  tlie  best  disciplinarian,  and  the  personality  of  the 
teacher  shouLl  be  the  highest  desideratum.  If  better  moral  training 
is  to  be  giv(*n  in  our  schools,  this  object  can  l>e  secured  only  hy 
demanding  teachers  of  high  qualifications. 

This  Association  desires  to  impress  u|>on  the  attention  of  Cana- 
dians the  importance  of  education  as  a  question  which  lies  at  the 
basis  of  democratic  institutions,  and  would  urge  greater  liberality 
of  expenditure;  on  the  part  of  provincial  and  municipal  authorities  in 
support  of  Elementary,  Secondary  and  Higher  Education.  While 
our  country  is  advancing  in  material  prosperity,  it  is  essential  to  the 
growth  and  stability  of  our  institutions  that  all  classes  of  citizens 
should  more  luijiy  realize  uie  value  of  the  intellectual  and  moral 
development  Oi  our  population. 

Patriotism  should  continue  to  form  a  prominent  feature  of  the 
instruction  given  in  all  out  advooV^,  «Avd  pupils  should  be  trained  te 
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have  an  intelligent  appreciation  of  those  advantages  which  Canadians 
as  citizens  of  onr  great  empire  enjoy.  In  fostering  a  love  for  British 
institutions,  militarv  achievements  should  not  bo  set  forth  as  the 
chief  factors  which  have  contributed  to  the  grandeur  and  glory  of  the 
nation.  Children  should  be  trained  in  all  those  habits  which  pro- 
mote good  citizenship,  and  taught  to  realize  that  the  highest  examples 
of  courage,  self-control  and  usefulness  are  not  associated  with  war. 

That  a  Committee  be  appointed  by  the  Executive  to  collect  statis- 
tics in  connection  with  the  salaries  of  teachers. 

That  as  an  Association  we  express  our  appreciation  of  the  liber- 
ality of  Sir  William  Macdonald  in  the  cause  of  education  in  Canada. 

That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  send  letters  to  the  newspapers 
of  Winnipeg  thanking  them  for  the  very  full  reports  they  have  pub- 
lished of  the  proceedings  of  the  Association. 

That  the  thanks  of  the  Association  be  given  to  the  Bell  Telephone 
Go.  of  this  city  for  their  gi*eat  kindness  in  granting  free  telephone 
service  to  the  Association  during  the  progress  of  the  meetings. 

That  the  hearty  thanks  of  the  Association  be  conveved  to  His 
Honor  Sir  Daniel  McMillan  and  Lady  McMillan  for  their  kindness 
in  entertaining  the  Association. 

That  the  Association  thanks  the  School  Board,  the  teachers,  and 
especially  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  of  the  City  of  Winnipeg^ 
for  the  pains  taken  to  secure  such  a  representative  exhilrit  of  school 
work;  that  thanks  be  also  extended  to  exhibitors  from  all  outside 
points — the  schools  of  Hamilton,  Ontario;  McGill  ^fodel  School^ 
Montreal;  McKeough  School,  Chatham,  Ontario;  the  schools  of  the 
North- West  Territories ;  the  schools  of  Russell,  Headingly  and  other 
Manitoba  towns. 

That  the  thnnks  of  the  Association  be  extended  to  those  firms 
which  have  made  such  a  display  of  school  supplies — Steinbergery 
Hendry  Co.,  Toronto;  Russell  Lang  &  Co.,  Winnipeg;  Moyer  &  Co., 
Toronto ;  Cranstone,  Winnipeg. 

That  the  thanks  of  the  Association  l)e  extended  to  the  railway 
companies  for  their  courtesy  in  the  matter  of  transportation. 

The  thanks  of  the  Association  were  conveyed  to  the  retiring- 
President  and  Secretary.  The  meeting  closed  with  the  singing  of 
the  National  Anthem. 
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Dec.  26, 
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"     29 
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ti      it 
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Oct.  1  + 
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"     15 
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Financial  Statement. 

Beceipts. 

Manitoba  Govt,  grant  for  1002 $  100  00 

''     1903   .  .    .  .  100  00 

Balance  from  preceding  treasurer 134  22 

ManiU)ba  (}ovt.  grant  for  1904 200  00 

Nova  Scotia  Govt,  gi-ant 200  00 

New  Brunswick  Gi>vr.  grant 150  00 

British  Colunibia  Govt,  grant 100  00 

Membersliip  feefl    354  00 

Ontario  Govt,  grant 800  00 

K.  W.  Territories*  Govt,  grant 200  00 


Eicpenses, 

Aocsounts  of  1 901 

Rent  of  typewriter  for  Secretary 

Telegrams,  postage,  etc 

Discounts,  express  orders,  etc 

Freight 

Advertising  in  sundry  periodicals 

Printing  programmes,  etc 

Work  in  mounting  and  caring  for  school  exhibits 

Music  for  public  meetings 

Sent  of  church  for  public  meetings 

Clerical  assistance  for  Secretarv 

Allowance  to  Secn^tarv 


$1838 

23 

$ 

6 

25 

5 

85 

36 

88 

1 

55 

2 

05 

70 

75 

80 

85 

74  80 

58 

00 

16 

00 

18 

00 

300 

00 

$  670  98    , 

Credit  balance  in  Bank  of  Ottawa 1167  24 


$1838  23 


From  this  credit  balance  deduct  $750,  the  estimated  coflt  of  print-  i 

ing,    binding    an<l    distributing    the    volume    of   Proceedings   and  i 

Addresses,  1904 — now^  on  the  press.  J 

D.   J.   GOGGIN,  ; 

President  D.E.A.  \ 

Toronto,  Ont.,  February  13Th,  1905. 


-sjsTiT'crjS.i-    ^aBPOKT 


SliPRRINTK.NimNT   OP    EDIH-ATKtfi 


PDBUC  SCHOOLS  OF  NO? i  SCOTIA, 


FOU    fHF   VEAK    ENDEn  11ST  Jut  Y,    lO()<;. 


^  — 


.S.iTiqTT.A.Xj     EErOET 


SUPERINTENDENT   OF   EDUCATION 


PiUC  SCHOOLS  OF  NOVA  SCOTIA, 


For  the  Year  ended  31st  July,  1905. 


HALIFAX,     N.    S.  : 

COMMISSIONER    OF    PUBLIC    WORKS    AND    MINES, 

KING'S    PRINTER. 


McAlpihi  Publishing  Compakv,  Ltd.,  Halifax,  N,  S. 


\ 


I?. 


,•     V 


. « 


f  \  ■ 


f  ■ 


iff  ; 
t:  ■ 

^^ 

f  ; 
?*^ 


>.." 


if..' 


»  • 

It  < 


if 

V 


EDUCATION  OFFICE, 

Haldax,  14th  March,  1906. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith,  to  be  laid  before  His 
[onour  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  my  report  on  the  Public  Schools 
I  Nova  Scotia,  for  the  School  year  ended  31st  July,  1905. 

I  am,  with  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  MACKAY, 

Huperintendent  of  Education. 

o  the  Hon.  Geo.  H.  Murray, 

Provincial  Secretary, 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON     THE 

PUBLIC   SCHOOLS    OF    NOVA    SCOTIA, 

1904.1908. 


To  His  Honour,  Hon.  Alfred  Gilpin  Jones, 

Lieutenant'Oovernor  of  Nova  Scotia. 

May  it  Please  Your  Honour, — 

I  beg,  in  accordance  with  the  law,  to  submit  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  Public  Schools  of  the  Province,  for  the  School  Year  ended 
3l8t  July,  1905. 

For  much  detail  otherwise  necessary  in  an  annual  report,  I  sub- 
mit as  supplementary,  the  April  and  October  issues  of  the  Journal  of 
Education,  sent  free  according  to  law  to  every  board  of  public  school 
trustees  in  the  province.  They  contain,  among  other  information, 
the  names  of  the  teachers  employed  in  the  schools,  the  amount  of  the 
provincial  aid  paid  each,  the  amount  of  the  municipal  fund  paid  each 
section,  the  names  and  classes  of  the  teachers  licensed  and  of  the 
graduates  of  the  Normal  School,  the  names  and  standing  of  those  who 
obtained  "  pass "  certificates  of  the  four  provincial  High  School 
grades,  the  provincial  Examination  Question  papers,  the  courses  of 
study  for  various  kinds  of  schools,  and  the  latest  amendments  of  the 
school  law. 

The  present  school  year  has  shown  improvement  over  the  pre- 
ceding year  in  nearly  every  department. 

The  sections  without  schools  were  reduced  from  240  to  165. 
This  gain  of  75  was  made  notwithstanding  the  continued  migration 
of  teachers,  due  to  small  salaries,  into  other  employments  at  home 
and  into  the  teaching  profession  of  the  western  provinces. 

This  success  was  due  largely  to  the  hearty  manner  in  which  the 
press  and  a  few  individuals  interested  in  the  movement  co-operated 
with  the  educational  officials 

During  the  revision  of  the  records  of   the  boundaries  of  wiVkS^V 
49ections  completed  last  year,  a  number  ot  diaorgwivifc^  ^fe^XXsyaA  ^«v^ 
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resuscitated,  thus  raising  the  total  number  from  1817  to  1836. 
But  at  the  same  time  several  consolidations  of  small  sections  were 
effected. 

The  number  of  schools  iu  operation  increased  from  2331  to  2429, 
making  a  gain  of  98. 

The  common  school  pupils  increased  from  89,871  to  92,966,  mak- 
ing a  gain  of  3,095. 

The  high  school  pupils  increased  from  6,995  to  7,286,  making  a 
gain  of  296.  Of  these  3,864,  an  increase  of  427.  presented  them- 
selves for  examination ;  and  2,034  were  successful  in  obtaining  the 
certificates  written  for,  an  increase  of  372  over  the  preceding  year. 

The  total  number  attending  the  ordinary  public  schools  (common 
and  high  school  grades)  increased  from  96,866  of  the  preceding  year  to 

100.252,  m  iking  a  gain  of  3,386  pupils  in  attendance.  Although  the 
winter  was  the  stormiest  for  a  generation,  the  days  attendance  for 
the  year  was  over  786,000  more  than  the  previous  year. 

The  ratepa3'ers  increawed  their  annual  vofe  from  a  total  of  $569,- 
745  to  $576,560,  an  advance  of  $6,815.  As  the  appropriations  for 
buildings  and  repairs  were  $8,647  less  than  the  preceding  year,  it 
may  be  assumed  that  there  was  an  increase  of  about  $15,000  for 
salaries  and  the  other  current  expenses  of  the  schools. 

The  increase  of  the  schools  in  operation  resulted  necessarily  in 
the  diminution  of  the  Provincial  Aid  to  each  teacher  (at  the  rate  of 
$2.43  to  each  class  D  teacher,  and  to  the  other  classeb  in  proportion); 
but  the  increased  salaries  from  the  sections  more  than  balanced  this 
deficiency. 

For  this  creditable  result,  the  stringency  in  the  supply  of  teach- 
ers, and  the  stimulating  tone  of  the  provincial  press,  have  done  much. 

Although    the   sum    total    expended    on  buildings  and    repairs, 

868.253,  was  not  so  great  as  in  the  preceding  year,  quite  a  number 
of  moiJern  and  improved  buildings  have  been  erected,  each  being  & 
marked  ad .  ance  on  those  replaced. 

756  teachers'  licenses  were  issued  during  the  year.  1068  of  the 
teachers  employed  were  Normal  trained.  2154  pupils  attended  the 
mechanic  science  schools,  and  1724  the  domestic  science  schools. 

The  school  libraries  iiicrease<l  from  169  to  208,  and  their  esti- 
mated values  from  $26,339  to  $28,748. 

School  gardens  increased  from  79  to  208 ;  and  pupils  in  military- 
cadet  corps  from  191  to  25^. 
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The  Royal  Readers  which  were  prescribed  for  use  in  the 
schools  in  the  year  1877,  29  years  ago,  were  still  in  use  up  to  close 
of  the  school  year.  The  demands  being  made  for  many  years  for  a 
new  and  improved  series  are  being  supplied  during  the  present  school 
year,  as  indicated  in  detail  in  the  October  Journal  of  Education. 

The  usual  abstract  of  statistics  is  given  on  the  following  pages  : 

STATISTICAL    ABSTRACT. 
1. — Sections. 

1904.  1905.  Increase.  Decrease. 

School  Sections  in  Province 1817  1836         19  .... 

Sections  without  Schools 240  165     ....  75 

2. — Schools. 

Schools  in  operation 2331  2429         98         

''          session  under  50  days  ....      18  12     ....  1 

50  &  under  100  days     42  43           1          

"     100        "       150    "118  120           2          

"     150       "       200    "      333  379         46         

"     200       "       fullyear.1178  1273         95         

"       full  year    647         602     45 

Average  days  in  session 197.9  197.7      ....  * 2 

3. — TEACHER& 

Number  of  Teachers. 2441  2566       125         

Normal  trained  .  .  1054  1068         14         

Class  A,  Male  Teachers 61  64           3         

A,  Female     "         25           22     3 

B,  Male         **         101           98     3 

B,  Female     "         398  420         22         

C,  Male         *'         119  121           2  .... 

"   C,  Female  "    775  851    76    

D,  Male    "     107    103  4 

D,  Female     **         855  887         32         

Total  Male             '*         388         386     2 

"      Female         "         2053  2180       127          

New  Teachers 344  441         97          

Teachers,  service  1  year  or  under  ....   551  618         67  .... 

1  to  2  years 282         273     » 

2  to  3  years 804         283     21 

3  to  4  years 225  248         23          

4  to  5  years 186  200         14         

5  to  7  years 253  266         13         

"       7  to  10  years 213  220           7          

10  to  15  years 188         197      » 

15  to  20  years 107  109           2          

20  to  30  years 99  117         18 

30  years  and  over  . .     3a  ^&           1 

New  UceDses  issued  (all  classes) ....     159  T%1         ^^ 
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4. — Attendance. 

19(M.  1905.    iDoreate.    DecreMe. 

Pupils  on  Register,  1  at  quarter..    78,542  84,039  5,497 

2nd     "       ..   86,781  91,228  4,447 

3rd      "       ..   90,318  94.015  3,697 

4th      "       ..   96,667  99,798  3.131 

Av'ge  daily  attendance  1st  q'ter.   54,878  59,838  4,960 

2nd      "      50,254  56,645  6,391 

Srd       "      60,071  50,177  106 

.     4th       "      56,107  57,258  1,151 
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Tot.  days  attend'ce  for  year..  10,892,621  11,679,319  786,798 

"     in  school  year 215  216  1 

6. — Classification  of  Pupils. 

Grade  I  (and  Kindergarten)  . .     20.779  21,056  277 

"      II 13,014  13,891  877 

"      III 12,635  12,862  227 

"      IV    12,297  12,830  533 

'•      V 9,962  10,606  644 

"      VI 8.024  8,411  387 

"      VII    7.418  7,465  47 

"      VIII 5,742  5,845  108 


Tot.  in  Common  School  grades .  89,871  92,966  3,095 

Grade  IX 4,017  4,387  370 

X 1,972  1,859       

XI 911  925  14 

XII    95  115  20 


Total  in  High  School  Grades.  .        6,995         7,286         291 


113 


Total  in  Public  Schools 96,866  100,252  3,386 

Wrote  at  High  School  Exam .  .  3,437  3,864  427 

Passed  in  Grades  written  for  .  1,662  2,034  372 
Full    Academic    High   School 

Pnpils 1,673  1,693  20 

Full     Non  -  Academic     High 

School  Pupils     3,971  4,358  387 

Partial 1,351  1,235        116 

6. — Section  Statistics. 

Property  in  Section  ....  .$96,630,393  $95,540,091 $1,090,302 

School  property  in  Section     1,890,163       1,971,977  81,814 

Vote  at  Annual  Meeting  .         569,745  576,560    6,815      .... 

Buildings  and  repairs     .  .  76,900  68,253 8,647 

Vols,  in  School  libraries.  •  21,904  28,029    6,125     

Maps,  charts,  globes,  etc  .  %,\b\  ^\^4    1,048     .... 
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7. — ^ToTAL  Expenditure. 

1904  1905.  IncreajM.      DeoraaM. 

Total  Provincial  Aid S268,903.98  $271,656.79  S2,752.81    

f*     Municipal  Funds. .   146,382.45  145,627.20      S755.25 

"     Sec  Assessment. . .   569,745.00  576,560.32     6,815.32    

Expenditure  Public  Edu- 
cation    985,031.41  993,844.31     8,812.88    

8 — Enrolment  and  Average  Attendance  of  Pupils. 

Total  annual  enrolment     96,886     100,252     3,S36      

Daily  present  on  an  average 54,000       56,342     2,342     .... 

9. — Miscellaneous. 

Teachers'  Licenses  issued 748 

M.  P.  Q.  Certificates 549 

Mechanic  Science  pupils   2,287        2,154        ....        133 

Domestic  Science       "       1,628 

School  Libraries 169 

Value  of  Libraries $26,336 

School  Gardens 79 

In  Military  Cadet  Corps 191 

Teachers  in  Graded  Schools 967 

Pupils               "             "       61,664      50,296       1,368 

Teachers  in  Ungraded  Schools 1,474 

Pupils               "                 "       45,222 


756 
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2,154 

.... 

1,724 

96 

208 

39 

928,748 

$2,409 

103 

24 

258 

67 

1,000 
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50,296 

*  .  •  • 

1,566 

92 

49,956 

4,734 
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HISTORICAL  AND  COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS. 

The  historical  and  comparative  stalisticfl  given  in  the  following 
tabulations  are  of  general  interest,  and  explain  themselves  witboaC 
the  aid  of  cominent : 

CONSPECTUS  OF  PUBLIC  SCHOOL  STATISTICS. 
(A).    Before  the  Free  School  Ststeh. 
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5,514 
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92,272 
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93,172 
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43,394 
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42,675 
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3  93 
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167,615 
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176,136 
163,156 
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5  42 
5   11 

4  75 
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4  70 
4  61 

A.Fomeler. 
r.  H.  Band. 
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(B).     Under  the  Free  School  System. 
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'In  1893  the  tnnaition  WM  mftde  from  tha  tchool  ywr  of  lw>  termi  aoding  on  llw 
31it  October  to  the  school  jrear  of  ont  term  endins  □□  the  31i'.  Julv,  Thii  icbool  y«u, 
theralbre,  cootilted  of  the  nine  oklendar  montha  from  the  firat  of  Noreniber  to  the  3Ut 
of  July,  18W  From  Ax*  date  the  tewixf  column  of  the  t»ble  ftbore  rjvei  the  "  No.  of 
To«ehet«  daring  the  ye»r,"  ind  the  Mrd  column  ^ves  the  "  Annn«l  Knrolment." 

Curves  o(  the  more  importenb  of  thaee  statUtiM  Kre  ihown  on  the  next  page. 
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School  Expenditure  per  Capita  of  "  Average  Attendance  " 
IN  the  United  States  of  America.  Nova  Scotia  and 
Ontario  for  tbe  School  Ybahs  ended  as  follows: 


1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 

1889  . 

1890  . 

1891  . 

1892  . 

1893  . 

1894  . 

1895  . 

1896  . 

1897  . 

1898  . 

1899  . 

1900  . 

1901  . 
1602  . 
1903  . 


815  20 

15  93 

16  06 

15  85 

16  91 
15  70 
14  64 
13  67 
12  97 

12  71 

13  61 

14  05 
U  55 

14  63 

15  12 
15  06 
15  07 

15  71 

16  55 

17  23 

17  54 

18  20 
18  58 
18  62 
18  41 
18  76 
18  67 
18  76 
18  99 

20  28 

21  14 

21  38  33 

22  75I  35 


SIO  27 
10  46 
9  25 
9  01 
9  98 
8  65 
7  68 
7  21 
6  76 


7  44 
7  32 
7  33 
7  33 
7  61 
7  77 

7  78 

8  52 
8  74 
8  65 
8  61 
8  58 

8  87 

9  3: 
S  97 
9  79 
9  69 

9  ei 

9  79 
10  17 


t  06314  87 
I  08  16  36 
(  39I  16  53 


15  93 

16  08 
14  22 

14  I 
16  19 

15  79 

16  69 

16  90 

17  53 
17  45 

17  45 

18  i9 

19  30 
19  70 

19  42 

20  13 

20  62 

21  29 
20  26 
20  09 
n  75 

19  47 

20  32 

21  12 

22  26 
22  84 
23 


»21 

87i 

23-671 

25 

04 

24 

3(1 

26 

85 

26 

35 

24 

69 

25 

82 

23 

39 

22 

59 

23 

81 

24 

32 

25 

39 

24 

69 

26 

31 

25 

52 

24 

85 

27 

38 

29 

37 

30 

57 

33 

42 

33 

55 

33 

67' 

29 

06 

S7 

32 

27 

16 

25 

86 

28 

29 

26 

52 

30 

98 

31 

46 

31 

59 

32 

85 

sn  81 

12  56 

12  94 
12 

13  86 

14  11 
13  61 
13  96 

13  74 
13  36 
13  31 
13  65 
13  23 
13  50 

12  75 

13  43 
13  88 

13  46 

14  29 
U  69 
14.65 

13  35 

15  54 
15  03 
15  06 

14  76 
14  52 

14  56 

15  79 

15  75 

16  48 

17  64 


su 

55 

14 

23 

14 

27 

16 

18 

16  28 

17  40 


Three-fourthi  of  a  year. 
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Expenditure  •'  per  pupil  in  average  attendance  "  ix  each 
State  of  U.  S.  A.,  in  Ontario,  and  in  Nova  Scx)Tia  for 
THE   fear   1903 — arranged   in   order  of  amounts. 


New  York 844  62 

District  of  Columbia.  ...  40  49 

Nevada 39  53 

Montana 39  28 

MassachuAetts 39  04 

California 38  38 

North  Dakota 37  19 

Rhode  Island 36  57 

Washington 35  42 

Colorado 36  24 

New  Jersey  ...    34  13 

Arizona 32  82 

Indian  Territory .......  32  47 

Connecticut 29  58 

P^^nnsylvania 27  55 

Iowa 27  44 

Illinois 26  84 

Wyoming 26  27 

Utah 26  23 

Minnesota 25  97 

Ohio 25  f  4 

South  Dakota 25  37 

Nebraska 24  85 

Wisconsin 24  85 

Idaho 24  04 

Oregon  .  .• 23  77 


New  Hampshire $23  69 

Vermont 22  45 

Indiana 22  10 

Michigan    21  88 

Maine 20  04 

Ontario 19  51 

Maryland 18  81 

Missouri 17  98 

Delaware 17  93 

Nova  Scotia 17  64 

Kansas    17  59 

West  Virginia 15  46 

Oklahoma..... 13  89 

Texas 12  78 

New  Mexico 11  58 

Florida 10  41 

Louisiana 9  96 

Virginia 9  51 

Kentucky 8  59 

Mississippi 8  01 

Arkansas 7  27 

Georgia 7  22 

Tennessee 6  30 

North  Carolina 5  66 

South  Carolina 5  00 

Alabama 4  41 
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Classification    of    Pupils,    Etc.,  in    Nova    Scotia    and    the 

United  States. 

Prom  the  1903  Eeport  of  the  Commissioner  of  Educatibn  of  the 
XJ.  S.  A.,  page  xvi,  we  find  the  classification  of  the  pupils  of  the 
United  States  for  tiie  year  1902  arranged  exactly  into  eight  common 
school  grades  and  faur  high  school  grades,  as  has  been  customary  in 
Nova  Scotia  since  1893.  The  total  number  of  pupils  in  Nova  Scotia 
is  100,252  for  1905.  The  total  for  the  U.  S.  A.  for  the  last  year  of 
which  we  have  the  statistics  is  15,941,400.  In  other  words,  the  school 
population  of  the  U.S. A.  is  about  159  times  greater  than  that  of  N.S. 
Dividing  the  U.  S.  A.  figures  by  159,414,  we  find  the  number  in  each 
grade  corresponding  to  100,000  pupils.  The  foUowiaig  table  pre- 
sents an  interesting  comparison.  What  is  briefly  called  a  *^  grade  " 
in  this  table,  is  also  called  in  both  countries  a  "  year." 

It  will  be  noted  at  a  glance  that  Nova  Scotians  stay  longer  at 
school,  having  especially  a  greater  proportion  in  the  higher  grades, 
excepting  the  twelfth  year,  which  includes  in  advanced  high  schools 
in  the  United  States  sometimes  several  additional  years  of  study. 

Classification  of  Pupils  in 

Nova  Six>TiA,  1905. 

Grade  I 21,066 

II 13,891 

III     12,862 

IV 12,830 

V 10,606 

VI 8,411 

VII    7,465 

"      VIII 5,845 

Total  in  Common  Schools.  .  .  92,966 

Grade  IX 4,387 

"      X 1,859 

XI 925 

Xn 115 


4t 
tl 
<t 
U 

it 
a 


it 


MTCD  StATKS, 

1902. 

(In  erery  100,000). 

32,301 

18,269 

15,220 

13.606 

8,083 

4,397 

2.545 

2,029 

96,450 

1,527 

923 

639 

461 

3,550 

Total  in  High  Schools 7,286 

Total  in  Public  Schools 100,252  100,000 

Except  for  the  advanced  work  in  the  twelfth  and  additional  years, 
the  Nova  Scotian  scholars  are  generally  and  decidedly  in  advance  of 
those  of  the  United  States. 

Why  ?  Partly  because  the  average  Nova  Scotian  school  is  open 
about  198  days  each  year,  against  147  in  the  United  States  in  1902. 
Since  1890,  there  w«s  a  gradual  advance  from  an  average  o£  Qi\5A>x 
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130.3  school  days  in  the  year,  to  147.2,  which   is  the   best  general 
record  yet  made  in  the  United  States. 

Twenty  out  of  every  hundred  of  the  population  attend  school  in 
the  United  States  for  an  average  of  102  days  per  year.  Twenty- 
one  out  of  every  hundred  in  Nova  Scotia  attend  for  an  average  of 
117  days  per  year. 

The   Normal    School. 

In  the  United  States  for  a  school  population  of  Nova  Scotia, 
100,000,  there  are  300  teachers  training  in  the  public  Normal  Schools, 
and  at  least  250  more  in  private  Normal  Schools  and  in  pedagogical 
courses  in  the  Universities. 

Last  year  in  Nova  Scotia  441  .n«ew  teachers  entered  the  profes- 
sion, while  there  were  only  148  in  training  at  the  Provincial  Normal 
School.  This  shows  that  the  profession  is  still  used  to  an  excessive 
extent  as  a  stepping  stone  to  other  occupations.  Our  laws  allow 
teachers  to  enter  the  profession  without  any  special  training 
whatever;  and  although  a  year  of  Normal  training  may  raise  a 
teacher's  license  one  class,  attendance  at  an  ordinary  high  school  for 
the  same  time  will  produce  the  same  result,  while  also  adding  a  year 
of  preparation  for  the  other  profession  ultimately  in  view.  Our 
teachers,  therefore,  cannot  as  a  specially  trained  profession,  compare 
with  tliose  of  the  United  States.  This  discrimination  against  trained 
teachers  is  likely,  in  the  near  future,  to  be  lessened. 

But  notwithstanding  all  these  drawbacks,  owing  to  our  too  primi- 
tive stage  of  educational  development,  it  is  a  source  of  satisfaction 
to  see  that  people  have  been  for  the  last  twelve  years,  progressively 
appreciating  our  trained  teachers,  so  that  instead  of  the  normal  400 
employed  annually  for  many  years  previous,  their  numbers  have  for 
the  last  three  years  exceeded  1000.  This  is  the  testimony  of  school 
boards  which  are  as  free  to  employ  untrained  as  the  trained.  The 
following  table  shows  at  a  glance  how  this  improvement  has 
developed : — 

Normal  Trained  Teachers  Emploited. 

COUNTIB8.  1893.   1891.  1895.  1800.  1807.  1896.  1899.  190a  1901.  190S.   1908.  1904.  1905. 

Annapolirt 25       25  33  35  33  88  45       51       60       60  69       IS       $ 

Antigonixh 2         7  6  6  10  13  2i       25       25       18  SI       96       g 

CapeBrvton 17       22  29  33  34  41  43       49       47       73  84       86     Ig 

ColcheMtcr 63       67  85  96  106  101  87       88       90       89  9092       96 

Cumberland   7A       83  95  104  109  101  114      l(i7      119     126  117      107       97 

Digby   17       14  14  27  28  28  31       29       »       61  58       66       g 

OuvHboro 2       13  18  13  18  6  24       29       27       Sf  39       88       18 

Halifax  County 23       40  57  57  53  C7  60       56       64       67  71       79       60 

HalifaxCity 31353438  44  48  545962708SOg 

HanU 4538  48  46  51636263       74       79n8B62 

Inverness 7         7  17  20  21  24  25       31       39       #9  40       O       45 

Kingd 23       85  48  43  49  40  40       62       69       60  48       66       g 

Lunenburg 233438  5157  63  610D5066  66060 

Pictou 2033  4149  565352666664  68M60 

QueenR 5        7  7  15  10  15  13       18       14       19  90      80       16 

Richmod 5        9  6  7  13  10  16       18       17       94  H      ^       9 

Shclburne 3        4  5  13  16  18  19       21       86       22  S       M      81 

victoria 4        4  9  6  7  19  90       15       9016  M^S 

Yarmouth ...  18       22  26  29  37  47  61       60       69      67  74       76      81 

TotaiKi "iw  ~m  "ftvi  "«»  "na  "t»   ^  «i   mt  1044  im  iM 
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The  principal  recommends,  with  reason,  that  the  supply  of  free 
text-books  required  for  the  Normal  School  course,  as  well  as  free 
transportation  for  those  attending,  should  be  granted  as  a  small  off- 
set to  the  cost  of  attendance.  For  fuller  information  see  his  annual 
report  in  Appendix  A. 

Rural  and  Graded  Schools. 

50,296  pupils  attend  schools  more  or  less  completely  graded,  in 
204  separate  school  buildings,  containing  1000  departments  each  pre- 
sided over  by  a  teacher.  These  are  in  the  cities,  towns,  and  more 
populous  villages  and  settlements. 

The  remaining  half  of  the  pupils  of  the  province  attend  what  is 
called  "  miscellaneous,"  "  ungraded,"  or  "  rural  "  schools,  where 
one  teacher  teaches  everything  from  the  primary  subjects,  some- 
times up  to  the  third  year  of  the  high  school,  Latin  included. 

Of  these,  there  are  469  schools  having  over  40  pupils  on  the  regis- 
er;  713  schools  having  only  between  20  and  30  pupijls;  and  273 
schools  with  less  than  20  pupils  who  made  a  daily  average  atteud- 
anoe  for  the  year  in  each  school  of  only  a  fraction  more  than  eight. 

Poor  Sections. 

This  last  class  includes  the  so-called  "  poor  sections "  which 
receive  as  much  municipal  grant  for  their  school  boards  and  provin- 
cial aid  for  their  teachers  as  the  largest  schools  in  the  province; 
and  in  addition  get  a  special  grant  of  one-half  more  Provincial  Aid 
aflid  one-third  more  from  the  Municipal  Fund.  As  the  Provincial 
Aid  is  a  fixed  sum  total  for  the  Province  of  $190,000,  it  can  be  seen 
that^  everything  else  being  equal,  every  "  poor  "  school  open  lessens 
the  grant  to  each  teacher  more  than  a  corresponding  school  even  with 
a  large  attendance.  The  unusual  reduction  of  the  Provincial  Aid 
to  each  teacher  was  due  largely  to  the  seventy-five  schools  opened 
during  the  year,  which  were  vacant  the  previous  year.  This  should 
eofnphasize  for  teachers  the  advantage  to  the  profession  in  spreadijig 
the  cult  of  consolidation  wherever  possibla  These  small  or  deserted 
sections  whetn  aggregated  into  stronger  self-governing  units,  ^\"ould 
at  the  same  time  be  able  to  support  more  effective  schools  ;  so  that 
the  people  would  be  benefitted  to  even  a  greater  extent  than  the 
teachers. 

It  has  been  complained  of,  that  district  boards  have  put  sections 
on  the  "  poor  list ''  which  do  not  assess  themselves  at  so  high  a  rate 
as  contiguous  sectioE^  not  very  much  abler.  This  should  not  be 
so ;  and  it  is  proposed  io  instruct  district  boards  to  authorize  the  pay- 
ment of  no  extra  grant  in  future  to  any  section  put  provisionally  on 
the  "  poor  list "  unless  the  rate  of  local  assessment  is  at  W%t  ^'^Vcv^ 
as  the  average  rate. 
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Closed   Sciioous. 

During  the  year  these  were  reduced  from  240  to  165,  making  an 
improvement  of  75  in  one  year.  In  Appendix  G,  page  230,  will  be 
found  the  names  and  outline  description  of  each  of  these.  Many 
of  them  are  partly  deserted  sections,  the  former  population  having, 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  migrated  to  other  localities.  Some  of 
these  are  so  remote  and  conditions  are  so  primitive,  that  teachers 
are  unable  to  obtain  suitable  places  in  which  to  board. 

In  many  places,  however,  the  conditions  are  very  tolerable,  ex- 
cept with  reference  to  the  appreciation  of  the  value  of  education. 
The  people  have  the  power  of  self-government;  but  a  majority  hav- 
ing OMO  interest  in  the  education  of  the  children,  turn  down  money 
votes  at  the  annual  meetings,  or  elect  a  majority  of  trustees  who  will 
keep  the  schools  closed  to  save  so  much  in  taxes. 

Proposed    Amendment    of    the    Law. 

Recognising  that  a  majority  in  any  school  section  should  not 
have  the  right  of  preventing  every  child  frcwn  receiving  at  least  an 
elementary  education,  the  legislature  amended  section  ninety -nine 
of  the  Education  Act,  so  as  to  give  the  Inspector  and  the  district 
commissioners  the  power  of  fixing  the  sum  to  be  le\aed  on  the  sec- 
tion to  supplement  the  grants  from  other  sources  foV  the  support  of 
school. 

But  this  was  not  enough,  for  when  the  trustees  were  dominated 
by  the  **  no  school ''  faction,  the  amount  would  neither  be  levied  nor 
collected.  In  such  cases,  the  exercise  of  self-government  in  school 
matters  is  a  continued  farce  for  those  in  control,  but  a  hapless 
tragedy  for  those  responsible  for  the  education  of  children. 

It  is  therefore  proposeil  that  the  Legislature  should  still  further 
amend  this  portion  of  the  Act,  so  that  any  section  failing  to  have 
made  satisfactory  pro\nsion  for  school  before  the  first  day  of  Septcan- 
ber  in  each  year,  should,  by  such  Act,  surrender  the  full  administra- 
tion of  their  school  affairs  to  a  commilttee  of  the  district  school  com- 
missioners. This  committee  should  be  empowered  to  determine 
promptly  the  amount  which  it  is  fair  the  section  should  contribute. 
The  amount  should  be  collo(!t<Ml  by  the  collectors  of  the  municipal 
taxes,  and  paid  to  the  Insix^ctor  to  admin iister  the  school  for  the 
year. 

If  such  a  law  is  passed,  there  can  then  be  some  grounds  for  the 

critii'ism  of  Inspectors  for  the  exist<^ce  of  closed  schools.     Up  to 

the  prewMit,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  Inspectors  have  done  all 

they  could  to  have  8eho<»l  in  every  section.     In  several  counties  of 

tho  ]>rovince  they  have  \)eeTv  very  ^viece&^ixiX.    Tt^a  ^Ttioos  of  the 


.  .-V 


EDUCATION — SUPERiyTENDENT's    REPORT.  xv^ 


country  suffering  are  those  in  the  proximity  of  rapidly  increasing 
industrial  centres.  Young  and  old  people  who  are  able  to  earn 
money  leave  the  section  for  the  more  remunerative  employment  near 
by.  Thus,  sections  are  left  without  any  young  person  desirous  of 
becoming  a  miserably  paid  teacher,  or  many  older  individuals  to 
support  a  school  which  will  attract  a  teacher  from  abroad,  who  would 
find  both  more  money  and  more  health  in  handling  a  pick  and  shovel 
where  labor  is  at  a  premium. 

School    Consolidation. 

During  the  school  year,  very  creditable  work  has  been  progress- 
ing under  the  stimulation  of  some  of  the  Inspectors  who  are  the 
individuals  on  w^hom  such  progress  mainly  depends,  and  whose  re- 
ports should  be  carefully  read  for  exact  details.  Most  of  the  work 
done  this  year  will  not  be  completed  until  the  following  year,  the  de- 
tails of  which  belooig  to  my  next  report.  The  $36,000  vote  of  the  Legis- 
lature is  being  very  cautiously  drawn  upon,  only  for  consolidations 
involving  territories  so  large  that  more  or  less  conveyance  of  pupils 
must  be  provided.  The  grants  are  finally  paid  6ver  on  the  satisfac- 
tory report  of  the  Inspector,  with  the  distinct  understanding  that  they 
are  to  be  refunded  for  recanting  to  other  consolidating  sections  be- 
fore the  consolidation  should  be  dissolved  or  reduced  by  the  District 
School  Commissioners  at  any  future  time.  The  only  grants  paid 
from  the  general  consolidation  fund  up  to  the  31st  July,  1905,  are 
as  follows: — 

East  Bay,  C.  B.,  (4  Sections) $600 

Big  Bras  d'Or,  Vic.  Co.,  (2  Sections)    ....  200 

But  the  following  consolidations  are  in  train  of  completion  for 
the  following  year: — 

Kempt  Head,  Vic.  Co.,  (3  Sections). 

Maple  Ridge,  In  v.  Co.,  (2  Sections). 

West  River,' Antig.  Co.,  (3  Sections). 

Tarbet,  Vic.  Co.,  (2  Sections). 

Baddeck  Bridge,  Vic.  Ca,  (2  Sections). 

Baddeck  Forks,  Vic.  Co.,  (2  Sections). 

The  Meadows,  Cape  Breton  Co.,  (3  Sections). 

Advocate,  Cum.  Co.,  (2  graded  School  Sections,  4  teachers). 

Spencer  Island,  Ciun.  Co.,  (2  Sections). 

The  Cumberland  county  consolidations  are  specially  creditable, 
on  account  of  the  prompt  movement  for  union  and  the  business-like 
manner  in  w^hich  the  buildings  were  equipped,  and  the  conveyance 
expense  ($300  and  $50  respectively)  voted  by  the  ratepayers  with- 
out waiting  to  make  application  for  extra  grants  from  the  province 
or  municipality. 
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Some  inspectors  are  now  taking  measures  to  have  all  weak  sections 
consolidated  which  can  be  economically  united,  especially  those 
which  fail  to  maintain  continuous  school.  This  work  is  not  so  easily 
accomplished  as  the  arm-chair  critic  dreams.  In'  many  communities 
there  are  still  to  be  found  majorities  very  semsitive  to  unreasoning 
impulse  and  groundless  panic.  A  populous  school  section  of  only 
normal  size  at  L'Ardoise,  in  Kichmond  county,  was  years  ago  divi- 
ded into  two.  On  the  accidental  burning  down  of  one  of  these 
schools,  the  District  School  Commissioners,  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Inspector  and  some  of  the  most  progressive  citizens,  reunited 
the  sections.  Instantly,  a  conflagration  of  unreason  and  local  jeal- 
ousies swept  the  whole  region  with  a  stifling  effect  upon  even  those 
who  were  usually  considered  the  leaders  of  the  people.  As  the 
Council  felt  that  to  ratify  the  creation  of  a  new  self-governing  cor- 
poration under  such  circumstances  might  be  useless,  even  if  not 
dangerous,  this  splendid  opportunity  of  creating  a  magnificent 
graded  school  of  several  departments  Avith  superior  high  school  equip- 
ment, had  to  be  allowed  to  pass,  to  the  serious  loss  of  both  communi- 
ties, possibly  for  years  to  come.  A  graded  school  of  as  many 
departments  as  the  one  at  Advocaite  could  have  been  created  here 
with  no  pupil  requiring  to  be  comveyed. 

East    Bay    (C.  B.)    Consolidation. 

To  give  an  idea  to  those  working  for  consolidation  in  rural  com- 
munities throughout  the  province,  as  to  what  can  and  is  being  done 
in  some  rural  settlements,  I  condense  the  following  from  a  report 
on  the  East  Bay  consolidation  made  through  the  Inspector: — 


"  East  Bay  School  Section.  Xo.  94,  District  of  Cape  Breton,  is  made  up  of 
four  school  sections  at  the  end  and  on  each  side  of  the  head  of  East  Bay.  They 
were  united  in  the  year  1904.  The  valuation  of  ihe  property  in  the  consolidated 
sectioDS,  according  to  the  last  assessment,  is  $'i5,S3l.  The  amount  voted  for 
the  school  last  year,  $250. 

"  The  Hchool  building  cost  about  $1,500.  It  is  provided  with  forty-eight 
double  seats  and  desks,  two  tables,  a  number  of  chairs,  a  good  assortment  of 
maps,  ample  blackboard  space,  a  set  of  metric  w)eights  and  measures,  chart 
for  th3  same,  and  a  supiply  of  physical  apparatus.  The  amoimt  expended  so  far 
in  equipment  was  about  $125.00.     The  site  cost  $20.00. 

"  Tlie  enrolment  last  term  was  eighty-three,  and  it  is  likely  to  be  larger  this 
year.  Thus  a  second  department  will  have  to  be  opened  before  long,  in  fact  it 
is  a  necessity  now.  The  teacher,  Mr.  D.  Jos.  Mclsaac,  is  a  very  capable  man; 
but  he  must  have  more  work  than  he  can  well  attend  to. 

"  Only  ihe  children  bejyond  two  miles  from  the  school  were  conveyed.  Those 
within  this  distance  travelletl  in  the  usual  way.  The  conveyances  used  on  each 
route  were  large  express  waggons  in  summer,  and  common  box  sleighs  in  winter. 
They  were  well  fitted  with  furs,  rugs,  etc.,  as  circumstances  demanded. 

"For  a  part  of  last  winter  (which  was  the  stormiest  for  a  generation)  the 
attendance  was  irregular  on  the  part  of  pupils  within,  as  well  as  of  those  beyond, 
the  two  mile  limit.  On  account  of  the  impassable  condition  of  the  roads  the 
teamsters  were  not  able  to  make  the  trips  either  way  for  seventeen  daya  in  all. 

Along  these  roads  for  even  a  Aonger  l\m«  tVv«  mail  carriers  did  not  use  teams,  but 

were  obliged  to  make  their  aemi-'weeVXy  \.t\^  oh.  \5»\.?* 


« 
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"Children  aro  conveyed  along  four  routes: — Gillis*  Lake,  Glen  MorriBon, 
North  Side,  East  Bay,  and  8outh  Side,  Ea»t  Bay.  The  lengths  of  the«e  routes  ar« 
respeciively,  2},  3,  2^1  and  4  miles.  The  number  of  children  conveyed  on  each 
last  tenn  was  respectively,  19,  0,  0,  and  3.  ThiTe  was  no  team  on  the  last 
named  route  lattt  year.  It  happened  tha^t  in  this  part  of  the  section  there  was 
only  one  child  more  than  two  mile^t  from  the  school.  This  child  was  less  than* 
six  years  old,  and  dfd  not  attend  school  till  May.  A  team  is  in  (Operation  there 
now.  • 

'*  In  the  Glen  Morrison  region  the  driver,  Mr.  D.  McEachem,  asked  and 
received  the  sum  of  only  $10.00.  He  conveyed  the  pupils  all  or  a  part  of  ihe 
distance  eveiy  morning  according  to  circumstances,  and  when  the  weather  was 
favorable,  they  returned  on  foot  in  the  evening.  In  unsuitable  weather  or  when 
the  roads  were  bad  they  were  met  by  the  team  at  or  near  the  school. 

"On  the  Gillis*  Lake  and  Xorth  Side  routes,  the  children  were  driven  all  the 
way  in  the  morning,  and  in  the  evening  they  were  met  at  a  distance  of  from  i 
to  ^  of  a  mile  from  the  school.    On  the  former  of  -these  two  routes  there  were' 
two  drivers,  Hugh  R.  Gillis  and  Allen  McDonald,  who    ^\^re  paid   $03.00  and. 
$65.50  respectivelv.     Dan.  O'llandley,  the  driver  on   the   latter   route,  received 

$40.50." 

• 

Detailkd  Financial  Statement  fob  Scuool  Yeab  1004-5. 
East  Bat  School  Section,  C.  B. 

Receipts. 

Sectional  Assessment $250.00 

Provincial   Aid  to  Teacher   70.02 

Special    Provincial   Aid    (2D.)     93.48 

Municipal   Fund    (Regular)     88.56 

"       (Snecial,  2M.)     42.59 

Raised  by  School  Entertainment   57.75 

Rent  of  Building   19.55 

Sale  of  Lumber ^-^^ 

Sale    of    old    Schoolhouse    12.50 

Total    receipts    —' $035.95 

Esfpenditurc. 

Salary  of  Teacher    $224.00 

Paid  to  Drivers  for  ConvcD'ance 180.00 

Provincial  Aid  to  Teacher   70.02 

General  Expenses    (fuel,  insurance,  outhouses,  etc.) 69.59 

Secretary's    Commission     12.50 

Balance    ^^'^    ^iimos" 

Total   $«^)..»o 

Cash  on  hand   $79.84. 

The    Middleton    Consolidation. 

There  is  quite  a  contrasit.  in  passing  from  the  statistics  of  the 
East  Bay  consolidation  of  four  school  sections  t^  the  Middleton  con- 
solMation  of  eight.  Sir  William  C.  Macdonald  helped  the  latter  U> 
nearly  tho  extent  of  $50,000.  This  gift  raised  tlic  status  of  the 
equipment  and  staff  so  that  the  school  di-ew  also  from  the  provincial 
treasury  and  the  municipal  fund  of  Annapolis  about  $1000  00  more 
than  the  eight  sections  did  formerly ;  ^vhile  there  was  raised  by  local 
taxation  on  more  than  half  a  million  of  property  o\\W  %\,1^^.     Vx^ 

h 
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tests  have  been  made  against  the  re<luction  of  the  municipal  fuAd  to 
the  other  schools  in  the  county  and  the  reduction  of  the  provincial 
^ants  to  the  re«t  of  the  teachers  of  the  Province  by  these  cnlaj^ed 
.grants,  because  they  were  obtained,  not  by  local  effort,  but  on  account 
of  a  great  gift  intended  to  benefit  the  Province  as  well  as  the  consoli- 
dation. But  the  law  which,  when  frayied,  did  not  contemplate  the 
probability  of  any  such  gifts  without  a  corresponding  eflFort  on  the 
part  of  the  ratepayers,  had  to  be  exactly  carried  out  by  the  Education 
Department. 

No  arrangement  has  yet  been  made,  or  appears  to  be  planned, 
to  continue  the  consolidation  after  the  present  year.  Middle- 
tcfn  will  then  come  in  for  splendidly  equipped  buildings  which  it  is 
iK>t  likely  to  be  able  to  utili7X3  fully.  The  seven  rural  sections  may, 
for  the  time  being,  fall  back  into  their  own  old  school  houses  with 
single  teachers  to  do  the  work  of  all  the  grades  in  each.  Primitive 
schools  o^  this  kind  can  be  run  more  cheaply  than  a  graded  school ; 
and  the  intelligence  of  the  wealthy  rural  ratepayeis  can  easily  see 
the  advantage  of  the  saving  of  so  much  money.  But  it  is  difficult 
to  estimate  the  treanendous  difference  between  tlie  effects  of  the  two 
different  kinds  of  education  in  the  future  life  careers  of  their  chil- 
dren and  their  descendants.  And  it  is  doubtful  whether,  on  the 
whole,  it  will  be  any  cheaper  for  die  outside  sections,  when  the  cost 
of  sending  some  of  their  children  abroad  to  a  high  school  or  Aca- 
demy is  counted  in.  It  is  probable  that  some  of  the  sections  which 
are  to  be  in  this  manner  cut  off  from  the  enjoyment  of  wfiat  Sir 
William  Macdonald  hoped  would  be  the  common  property  of  all, 
may  soon  again  be  readmitted  to  the  Middleton  section,  to  partici- 
pate in  the  benefits  which  were  intended  for  them  more  than  for  the 
town  of  Middleton,  which,  under  any  circumstances,  would  have  a 
graded  school. 

The  rate  of  taxation  in  the  Middelton  school  section  averages  only 
al)out  thirty-five  cents  on  the  hundred  dollars.  By  the  examination 
of  tlie  table  of  average  assessirient  rates  for  each  county  for  several 
years,  given  on  page  xxii,  following,  it  will  be  seen  how  trifling  a  sacri- 
fice tlie  Middleton  consolidation  is  disposed  to  make  for  the  continua- 
tion of  the  system ;  although  it  has  all  the  advantages  of  the  best  city 
schools  combined  ^v^th  those  of  the  best  rural  schools,  as  compared 
with  the  average  section  of  whole  counties  which  are  favoured  with 
but  very  mejigro  educational  facilities.  It  has  been  said  tiiat  in 
theee  sections  which  vote  high  local  rates,  property  is  systematically 
undervalued.  There  is  evidence  to  show  that  this  is  somewhat  the 
case  even  around  Middleton  itself. 

Great  Village,  in  Colchester  coumity,  which  receives  no  outftide 
aid  except  a  Macdonald  School  Garden  to  start  with,  is  in  a  portion 
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of  the  province  which  compares  not  unfavorably  witli  the  Middleton 
region,  amd  it  taxes  itself  at  the  rate  of  $1.20  on  the  $100.  Bible 
Hill,  another  progressive  centre  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Truro, 
where  the  valuation  is  presumably  just  as  near  the  absolute  market 
standard  as  at  Middleton,  will  be  not  far  behind. 

The  Middleton  experiment  has  nevertheless  demonstrated  matOty 
important  points  wiili  respect  to  consolidation  which  will  continue 
to  be  of  great  value  to  the  Province.  Were  the  experiment  tried  in 
many  other  localities  which  could  be  selected,  the  people  would  with 
joy  carry  on  tlie  ejcperinient,  in  some  places  even  should  it  require 
a  higher  local  rate  than  one  per  cent.  It  must  be  said  here,  that  if 
the  Middleton  Consolidation  would  only  cooperate  to  the  extent  of  a 
one  per  cent,  local  ratei,  aid  from  Sir  William  Macdoniald  could  be 
secured  for  a  few  vears  more. 

For  the  full  information  of  the  public,  I  continue,  in  the  follow- 
ing tables,  the  statistics  of  the  Middleton  Consolidation  so  far  as  I 
am  able  to  obtain  the  details,  showing  the  figures  before,  cansolida- 
tion,  those  for  the  first  and  second  year  of  the  consolidation,  and  the 
estimates  for  the  third  year,  which  may  close  the  experiment: — 
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School   Gardens. 

These  have  increased  cluriug  the  year  from  70  to  10:5,  although 
there  is  as  yet  no  special  inducement  beyond  the  enthusiasm  of 
teachers  to  utilise  them  for  training  purposes  in  Nature  Study.  Dr.- 
Jas.  W.  Robertson,  C.  M.  G.,  manager  of  the  Sir  William  C.  Mac- 
dondd  educational  funds,  has,  through  his  representative,  Mr.  Percy 
J.  Shaw,  B.  A.,  been  directing  the  developmemt  and  utilizationl  otf 
model  school  gardens  at  five  possible  future  centras  of.  school  ex>n- 
solidation,  namely  :  Bible  Hill,  Great  Village,  Bebnont,  Old  Bams, 
and  Brookfield.  His  report  on  his  ex])eri|?nce  is  given  in  detail  in 
Appendix  F,  page  214  ;  and  is  followed  by  the  pupils'  compositions 
illustrating  school  garden  and  other  nature  study  and  manual  train- 
ing work  so  fully  developed  in  tbi^  Maedonald  Consolidated  School 
at  Middleton,  under  the  pribcipalship  of  Mr.  Geo.  B.  ilcGill. 

Legislative   Encourag  emex t. 

The  Legislature,  last  year,  passed  an  Act  authorizing  /'a  sum 
not  exceeding  twenty-five  dollars,  according  to  the  reconmiendation 
of  the  Inspector  for  each  school  garden  kept  up  to  the  standard  of 
form  and  eifieiency  as  proscribed  by  the  Council,"  should  be  payable 
out  of  the  Municipal  Fund  to  the  tru'^tees  of  such  school  sections. 

It  is  also  proposed  to  grant  a  special  "'  Kural  Science ''  diploma, 
which  shall  take  the  place,  and  be  the  equivalent  of,  the  old  ^'  Agri- 
cultural "  diploma,  whose  title  and  function  have  hitherto  turned 
out  to  be  misleading  and  iniadequate.  This  arrangement  may  admit 
of  an  extra  provincial  grant  to  the  teacher  employed  in  a  school  hav- 
ing a  standard  garden.  The  following  draft  of  regulations  was 
prepared  as  a  basis  for  tlie  consideration  of  th?  Council.  They  are 
published  here  in  order  to  gi^'e  an*  opportunity  for  criticism  or  further 
suggestions,  which  will  be  welcomed  by  the  Education  l)i*partment* 

Draft  of  Regulations  for  thk  Classification  of   Ri:ral   Science   Souools 

AND  School  Gardens. 

1.     That  the  'Agricultural  Diploma*  he  known  hereafter  under  tlie  name  of 
'Rural  Science  Diploma'  and  that  this    b?    awarded    hereafter    to    First    Rank 
graduates  of  the  Provincial  Normal  School,  who  subsequently  to  graduation  have 
completed  with  credit  a  prescribed  course  conducted  by  the  science  instructors  ol 
the  affiliated  institutions  in  Truro. 

(a)  The  course  of  study  for  the  Rural  Science  diploma  shall  extend  through 
at  least  fourteen  months,  requiring  the  candidate's  attendance  during  a  summer 
term  of  six  weeks  (July  and  August)  and  a  following  term,  beginning  the  first 
week  of  March  and  ending  with  the  ensuing  sumnur  term,  and  requiring  in 
addition,  during  the  August  to  March  inU'rim.  reading  and  practical  investi- 
gation prescribed  by  the  ini>tructors  of  the  athliated  institutions. 

(5)  As  an  alternative,  candidates  shall  be  held  to  be  qualified  for  the 
diploma  who  have  completed  with  credit  four  summer  terms  of  at  least  six 
weeks  as  well  as  the  prescribe*!  interim  work. 
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{r)  In  p'neral.  candiduteft  sliall  not  Ix*  admitted  to  the  course  in  March 
unless  thvy  have  aln-ady  completcil  a  Kumimir  term  and  tiie  prescribed  interim 
work. 

id]     The  cuuTHo  of  ntudy  for  the  llunil  Science  diploma  shall  comprise: — 

AppIiH  C'liemiHtry:  e>.|K»cialIy  lalK)ratory  invest ijj^tion  of  the  chemistry  of 
the.  air,  of  the  soil,  of  phmts  and  of  plant-food;  of  the  chemistry  of  hoiLse- 
hold  proc«'«se:^:  of  pliVHiolo^^ical  chemistry. 

Applit»d  l^hysicH:  c«pecially  weather  phenomena  and  the  phenomena  of  radia- 
tion,  conduction,   convection   an  bearing  on   ventilation,   air-drainage  and 
agriculture:    texture  of  hoi),  percolation,  capillarity,  and  other  problems 
of  soil -physics:    transmission   of   fluid    pressure,   and   problems   of    water- 
supply;  simple  astronomical  phenomena. 

Oeology:  field-wurk  in  the  stu<ly  of  surface  phenomena  and  of  the  dynamics 
of  the  earth;  minerals,  their  distribution,  propei-ties,  uses,  chemical 
composition. 

Biology:  plants  and  animals  studied  in  the  concrete,  especially  the  ecology 
of  those  plants,  animals,  birds,  insects  and  biicteria,  which  play  important 
parts  in  the  4conon\v  of  nature. 

Horticulture:  especially  the  management  of  school -gardens,  each  student 
preparing,  planting  and  caring  for  a  plot  of  ground,  making  a  hot-bed 
and  a  cold-frame,  practisinj;  grafting,  budding,  layering  and  other  methodi* 
of  propagati<m. 

2.  Any  such  licens4»d  tiiicher  intending  to  compete  for  classification  as 
*'fair,"  **goo<l,'*  or  **supcrior,"  under  section  69  of  the  Educa;tion  Act,  must  give 
notice  of  this  intention  at  the  opening  of  the  school  to  the  Inspector,  who  has  at 
the  end  of  each  half-year  to  rank  the  school ;  and  the  lack  of  such  notice  shall  be 
a  disqualification  e\'en  should  all  the  other  conditions  be  complied  with. 

3.  For  the  lowej;t  rank  ''fair/'  the  school  should  have  the  equipment  speci- 
fied in  Regulation  f)l  (a)  and  (b),  must  have  a  school  garden  of  some  kind,  or 
effectively  utilize  adjacent  grounds  and  plantations,  and  must  be  conducted  in 
all  respects  as  a  first-class  school  with  special  excellence  in  nature-study. 

4.  For  the  rank  "good,"  the  school  should  in  addition  have  the  equipment 
specified  in  R^.  51  (c)  and  (d),  more  than  one  teacher,  and  a  well  conducted 
school  garden  of  at  least  the  "sniall"  standard  prescribe<l,  with  good  demon- 
strations of  the  n'liture-study  done  by  the  individual  pupils  of  the  school  generally. 

5.  For  the  rank  "superior,"  the  school  sltould  have  in  addition  to  the 
Te<|uirements  of  the  previous  ranks,  the  equipment  specified  in  Rear.  SS,  and  a 
special  class  of  pupils  doing  advanced  work  in  nuture-study  of  such  a  kind  as 
to  be  clearly  advancing  the  industrial  methods  of  the  communitr  in  at  least 
some  department  of  agriculture,  horticulture,  forestry,  etc.  There  should  be 
a  garden  at  least  of  the  "nietliunr*  standard,  and  a  graded  school  of  at  least 
three  teachers. 

6.  The  "small"  stnndard  school  ffarden  should  not  l>e  less  than  one-eighth  of 
an  acre  (54445  snuare  Uni) ,  one-hnlf  of  which  mi^ht  be  s«»t  out  as  sn  aboretum 
and  shrubber\\  the  remainder  hcinc  p^owe<l  e<ncb  sprinqr.  then  worked  uo  by  ♦he 
pupils  into  beds  of  four  feet  bv  ten.  seoarated  bv  walk**  three  feet  broad.  This 
arrangement  would  give  one  be<l  to  each  of  thirty  pupils.  The  A-ounger  pupils 
might  be  nss'gne<l  in  twos  to  ench  bed.  The  grounds  should  be  prettilf^  fenced 
and  kept  in  crood  order,  even  durincr  holidavs.  when  thev  should  he  visited  by 
relays  of  pupils  a  tleast  onc«»  a  wek.  Such  a  school  esrden  n^i<rht  be  remm- 
mended  by  the  Inspector  for  ten.  fi ft f^en  twenty  ^r  twentv-five  dollsrs  ner  •nnum 
from  the  municipal  fund,  accordinjaf  to  the  excpllence  of  the  general  condition  of 
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the  school,  provided  the  school  board  spent  at  least  as  much  on  the  plowing, 
fertilizing,  etc.,  forming  the  annual  current  expense  of  maintaining  the  school 
in  order,  in  addition  to  the  labor  of  the  pupils  and  teacher. 

7.  The  "medium"  standard  school  garden  should  be*  about  one-quarter  of  an 
acre  on  the  average,  one  half  of  which  might  be  set  out  as  an  arboretum  and 
shrubbery,  and  the  remainder  divided  into  fiftj'  or  sixty  "four  by  ten  feet"  beds 
separated  by  three  feet  walks,  to  be  conditioned  on  thi*  same  general  principles 
as  the  "small"  standard.  This  would  be  the  size  of  garden  desired  for  the  rank 
"/?ood"  where  possible,  drawing  $15,  $20  or  $25,  act-ording  to  excellence,  from 
the  municipal  fund. 

8.  The  "large"  standard  school  garden  should  be  over  n  quarter  of  an  acre, 
with  at  least  three  times  the  numbi>r  of  **four  by  ton  feet"  plots  ri>commended 
for  the  "small"  standard,  say,  from  75  to  100  individual  ImmIs.  This  would  be 
the  siz<*  of  garden  desired  for  the  rank  "superior'*:  drawing  under  the  same 
genera]  principli^  $20  to  $25  from  the  municipal  fund. 

9.  A  small  sued  for  thr  garden  too^s,  with  a  projection,  glass  roofed,  facing 
the  sun,  to  ser\'e  as  a  miniature  "  hot-house  "  for  forcing  plants  in  spring,  is  a 
necessary  part  of  any  standard  garden,  a  very  cheap  sitruc'ture  sufficing,  especial- 
ly for  the  "  small  "  garden.  Tlie  size,  number  and  managoinont  of  plots  specified 
above  are  given  merely  as  general  directions  when  teachers  or  school  boards  have 
no  other  scheme  which  they  deem  superior.  Any  other  arrangements  approxi- 
mating those  conditions,  but  demonstrating  novel*  or  special  advantages,  or  im- 
provements, are  not  only  allowable;  but  will  be  Bpcci.^lly  commended  after  a 
successful  test. 

10.  If  the  teacher  or  the  secretary  of  the  school  board  recorded  under  oath 
the  attendance  of  pupils  during  the  holidays  in  weeding  and  observing  the  beds, 
such  time  might  be  arranged  through  the  Inspector  to  be  substituted  equitably, 
according   to  agreement,    for  an  equivalent  number  of  holidays  during  the  winter 
or  stormy  weather  of  the  school  year  following,  or  the  **days  attendance  "  added. 

11.  Inspectors  may  have  to  consult  with  each  other,  and  perhaps  exchange 
visits  to  the  <«chool8  of  each  inspectorate,  in  order  to  be  sure  that  the  same  stand- 
ards of  classification  are  maintained  in  each  inspectorial  division.  The  same  con- 
dition.<  hold  with  respect  to  the  inspection  of  Manual  Training  and  Superior 
Schools  g«?nerally.  Notice  of  competition  for  school  garden  grant«*  must  be  given 
to  the  Inspector  at  the  opening  of  the  school  each  year,  and  should  be  signed  by 
the  St'crrtarif  as  well  as  the  teacher. 

Tiiforination  respecting  S(»hool  garden  work,  tools  and  sheds, 
as  exploited  in  the  Maedonald  ^roup  under  Mr.  Shaw,  will  lx»  found 
in  Appendix  F,  paoje  214.  Dr.  Robertson's  application  of  the  Mac- 
donaJd  iuniU  to  this  work,  as  well  as  to  manual  traininjr  and  the 
Rupplenientilig  of  the  Guelph  Xature-Study  scholarships,  is  liegin- 
ning  to  prove  of  permanent  value  to  the  educatiomal  development  of 
the  Province — as  also  the  Middleton  experiment,  which  is  success- 
ful in  every  rt"spect  except  in  the  locality  selected. 

A   Pkculiakity   of   our   High    School    Dkvklopmknt. 

In  a  previous  report  T  described  this  peculiarity  ami  the  difficulty 
in  dealing  wiUi  it  by  any  general  law  hitherto  proposed,  as  follows : 

There  are  a  thou<iand  schools  doing  more  or  less  High  School  work — some- 
times with  one  or  two  pupils  only.  It  is  this,  probably,  which  gives  rise  to  the 
criticism  from  some  quarters,  of  there  being  too  many  subjects  in  the  course  of 
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dfmly.  A  rural  Mrhool  may  have  fifty  or  sixty  pupils  taught  by  one  teacher,  who 
tries  to  teach  all  the  esHontial  subjects  of  the  Common  School  to  the  majority, 
and  of  the  County  Acad(*n^*  to  half  a  dozen,  more  or  less.  It  is  argued  that 
the  system  which  toIerat4>s  anything  approaching  this  extreme  case  is  wrong. 
But  on  the  other  hand,  were  the  law  to  prevent  the  teacher  in  a  rural  school 
from  aiding  a  few  who  passed  through  the  Common  School  grades,  it  would  be 
resented  as  a  piece  of  tyranny,  as  the  taking  away  of  an  immemorial  privilege, 
as  interfering  with  the  rights  of  self-government  in  the  school  section,  in  order 
to  force  the  advanced  pupils  to  bo  sent  to  the  Academies  or  other  High  Schools 
in  the  neighboring  towns,  all  of  which  might  be  too  great  an  expense  to  be  borne 
by  many  parents.  In  mai^*  rural  schools  students  used  to  be  prepared  to  enter 
college  for  over  three  quarters  of  a  century,  and  strongly  object  to  a  change 
mainly  in  the  interests  of  the  larger  High  Schools.  There  are  two  sides  to  the 
question,  which  ar«>  left  to  the  tocher  and  trustees  for  harmonious  balancing, 
aided  by  the  Inspc*ctor  when  an  umpire  is  required.  The  plan  has  the  advantage 
of  letting  t\i¥i  people  have  as  much  as  the>'  feel  they  can  manage;  and  the 
evils  are  not  so  sorious  as  those  likely  to  be  created  by  abolishing  the  privily 
of  occasional  High  S<'hool  work  in  rural  schools. 

Latin   and   Greek. 

IJut  notwithstiiiuling  those  dilfticuHtes  in  the  niral  sc'hools,  there 
are  said  to  U*  in  several  sections  of  the  country  some  people  who  wish 
to  have  mon»  Latin  and  Greek  taught  their  children,  so  as  to  obviato 
the  necessity  of  sending  them  to  a  County  Academy,  to  prepare  for 
a  college  course*  re(|uiring  some  knowledge  of  Uu^se  languages.  If 
this  is  attempted  to  be  done  in  rural  schools  with  one  teacher,  where 
everything  fnnn  the  alphabet  has  also  to  be  taught,  it  cannot  be  ex- 
pected t/>  be  well  done. 

Could  the  C\  P.  L,  by  its  fiat,  send  these  students  to  the  properly 
equipped  schools  to  b<»,  found  in  every  quarter  of  tlie  province,  the 
problem  would  be*  solved.     But  this  cannot  be  done. 

There  are  7,<KK)  studying  in  the  high  school  grades.  There  are 
only  Too  att(*nding  all  our  collets  at  the  same  time,  and  not  all  of 
these  require  Latitn  and  Grei^k. 

The  colleges  find  tJiat  although  students  who  cmne  up  from  Aca- 
demies and  high  sc1kk»1s,  aft(*r  taking  the  regular  course  in  thost^  sub- 
jects in  tlu»  lx*ttor  e(juipped  institutions  are  all  right,  there  are  many 
coming  dire<*tly  from  rural  schools,  or  from  the  Academies,  after 
only  a  brit'f  term  in  classics,  who  are  not  up  to  the  matriculation 
standard  iiii  this  suhji'ct,  although  standing  w(*ll  ib  tiio  others.  They 
do  not  rcie<'t  th(*ni:  for  then*  are  so  many  other  institutions  to  which 
these  studcnt.s  may  turuv.  In  one  of  tliese,  at  least,  it  wa«  deemed 
ne<*c\ssary  to  rstablish  an  additiorbal  chair  t^)  bring  otherwise  mature 
sf.udents  u])  to  the.  desired  matriculation  st^nidard  in  the  ancient  clas- 
sics. It  lias  bi^'u  asked  if  the  Tligli  Sclu^d  program  of  studies  can 
not  be  so  changiHl  as  t/D  have  this  prei)aratrf»ry  work  done  in  the  pub- 
lic schools. 
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Could  the  colleges  all  refuse  to  receive  such  students  as  under- 
graduates until  a  common  matriculation  standard  would  be  attained^ 
the  problem  would  l)e  solved.  The  colleges  can  do  this ;  but  so  far 
they  have  not  done  so.  In  my  report  of  last  year,  I  pressed  on  their 
attention  tJie  consideration  of  some  such  common  actio^n,  in  which  the 
following  paragraph  occurs : — 

But  as  University  consolidation  is  not  in  siglit  at  present,  we  ought  to  utilize 
as  effectively  as  possible  the  very  valuable  University  facilities  we  already  have. 
Without  consolidation,  each  mighit  work  in  harmony  with  the  other;  developing 
its  own  specialities,  but  doing  so  on  lines  showing  their  scholarship  equivalence 
clearly.  A  voluntary  Universit^y  Council  for  the  Atlantic  provinces  of  Canada 
uiight  arrange  a  uniform  and  perhaps  more  full  matriculation  stardard,  including 
drawing  as  one  of  the  subjects,  so  as  to  reinforce  the  influence  of  the  pul^ie 
schoo]  course  in  favor  of  attention  to  a  department  in  which  our  pupils  are  far 
behind  the  product  of  European  schools,  and  are  therefore  more  handicapped 
than  necesary  in  entering  upon  engineering,  and  other  high  class  industrial 
professions.  Such  a  council  might  also  b?  able  to  standardize  the  various 
degrees  conferred  by  each.  The  Education  Department  would  be  glad  to  see  the 
Universities  thus  organized,  even  should  they  be  entirely  unconnected  with  the 
provincial  system. 

At  the  opening  of  the  Provincial  Educational  Association,  I 
urged  the  Comvention  to  consider  tlie  course  of  study.  A  committee 
was  finally  appointed  to  cooperate  with  two  representatives  from  each 
college,  a  sub-committee  of  which  is  now  prepariing  a  report  embody- 
ijig  its  views.  In  order  to  give  these  views  as  fully  and  promptly 
to  the  public  as  possible,  it  has  been  arrange<l  to  have  them  published 
as  an  ap|)endix  to  the  report  of  the  Association,  which  is  at  present 
going  through  the  press. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  full  consideration  of  the  problwn,  I 
have  compiled  such  statistics  as  could  be  obtained  at  the  moment. 
These  statistics  show,  that  although  the  study  of  Latin  has  be(»n  in- 
creasing under  our  late  regulations,  it  has  not  increased  so  raj)i<lly 
as  tJie  high  school  work  generally. 

7000  students  are  re])orted  as  doing  high  school  work.  Of  these, 
only  1,600  are  studying  Latin.  And  there  are  in  attendance  at 
our  colleges  about  700, 

It  is  also  thought  that  some  high  schtml  students  passing  (rrade 
XI  in  the  subjects  required  for  matri<»ulation  are  really  txx>  young 
to  profit  economically  by  attending  University  IcH^tures.  This  tends 
to  prove  that  the  minimum  course  of  the  high  school  gradi^  dfx?s 
not  contain  sufficient  work,  or  tiiat  the  examinations  were  not  suffi- 
ciently exacting.  It  is  argued  therefore  that  it  is  now  full  tiuu*  for 
advancing  the  regular  course  of  the  high  s<»ln)ol  to  four  inst^'ad  of 
three  years,  as  at  present,  in  order  to  obtain  more  thoroughm^ss  an<i 
secure  more  maturity  on  the  part  of  all  passing  into  the  Univ.eri-"i|ti<»s. 
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As  a  part  of  the  i)oliey  of  the  prr»]>08e(l  improvement  of  the 
teachers'  poHition  and  remuneration,  it  is  deemed  essential  to  con- 
siderably increase  in  the  future  the  eifeotive  scholarship  and  peda- 
gogical power  of  at  lea^t  Academic  and  First  Class  teachers.  It  is 
thought  by  some  that  at  least  Latin  scholarship  should  l)e  required 
of  these  in  addition  to  their  othor  qualificAtions.  Perhajis  no  one 
goes  so  far  as  to  demand  the  making  of  Latin  comnulsorv-  on  the 
whol<>  7,000  high  schcH)l  stndent.s,  seeing  that  only  one  in  ten  may 
be  expected  to  attend  college,  and  only  a  i)ortion  of  these  require  a 
knowledge  of  the  subject.  To  those  who  have  any  adequate  id'»a  of 
the  trend  of  modern  thouglit  and  events,  this  can  l>e  seen  to  U^  im- 
possible. The  high  school  dcK^  pot  exist  simply  as  a  ]ireparatory 
school  for  the  colleges,  still  less  for  the  classical  de[)artments  of  the 
Universities  alone.  This  functilon  is  at  present  (nily  one-tenth  of 
its  work,  and  is  not  likely  to  increase  rapidly  in  magnitude  until  the 
Universities  become  lK»tt:»^r  adapted  to  the  general  needs  of  the 
ox)untry. 

That  this  view  is  a  general  one  appears  to  be  indicateil  by  the 
report  of  the  Education  Committ<»e  of  the  Housie  of  Assembly,  datetl 
25tli  March,  1902,  which  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Ho\ise  of 
Assembly;  for  its  first  paragraj)h  reads  as  follows: — 

'*  Your  Committee  are  inclined  to  the  opinion  tli:it  the  schools 
*'  of  this  province,  as  at  present  conducted,  are  too  much  absorl^ed  in 
book- work  and  in.  verbal  studies,  which  seek  to  traijn  the  memory 
only,  but  which  fail  to  give  adequate  discipline,  or  to  fit  the  pupil 
for  skilled  labour  or  practical  life." 

In  tJie  next  paragraph,  it  is  stat^xl  that — 

**  Tlie  defects  in. the  svsteni  are  a  legacv  that  ha:^  l>een  handed 
"  tx)  them  from  the  ])a,st,  and  will  take  time  and  patiencx*  to  remove. 

Proportion    of    OctiPATioNS    in    N.    S.,    1891. 

The  public  sch(M)ls  have  to  ])repare  the  children  dependent  on 
tlie  **  wage-eanif  rs  "  of  the  following  different  occupations  for  intel- 
ligtMit  citiy/.iishij),  and  many  of  them  to  be  leaders  of  thought  and  cap- 
tains of  imdustry.  Those  in  the  learned  professions  are  few  but 
im])()rtant.  And  even  for  these  to  make  a  good  **  living,"  it  is  neces- 
sary that  there  should  be  numerous  intelligent,  scientifically  trained 
leaders  i»n.  the  most  of  the  other  occupations: — 

Agriculture    53,340 

Mining  and    Fishing    29,893 

Manufacture  and  M(»cha:nical   work    26,541 

Domestic  and  ]x»rsonal  service  or  trades   .  .  23,463 

Trade  and  Trans jK>rtati(m 18,117 

The    Ix^arneil   Professions    6,100 

Si)ending  incoming    2,619 

Total  earners  oi  ^' YvvuM^r   U^^'^^    160,073 


.•r»    ^% 
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The  cuiuiiiou  iind  high  schools  owe  ,<>;en(.»ral  and  s|K;cial  duties 
to  each  and  all  of  these  chi.ss(?s. 

But  it  is  hardly  much  easier  to  adapt  the  high  schools  than  the 
colleges  to  the  gon-iTal  needs  of  tho  country;  for  modern  conditions 
are  Ixjconiing  so  coni])lex  that  the  nmulwr  of  subjects  demanded  by 
different  intere^^ts  makes  it  imp<»ssible  to  suit  all  even  in  the  larger 
high  schools.  What  to  put  in,  and  what  to  leave  out,  are  questious 
which  from  the  l)i*ginning  up  to  t\ie  presc^nt  arc  only  becoming  more 
intense  with  the  progress  made.  The  Ix'st  course  is  not  likely  to 
\ye  agreoil  to.  A  compromise  will  infallibly  have  to  l>e  madq  between 
the  traditions  of  the  past  and  the  promis<*  of  the  future.  This  re- 
fers to  the  general  ])rogram  of  studi<w  ])rescrilKMl  for  the  schools. 
The  particular  courso  for  each  student,  mustj  to  a  large  extent,  be 
select(wl  out  of  tlu^  general  ])rogram.  Ihit  no  school  can  have  an 
extended  program  for  students  to  sehvt  from  without  a  large:  staff 
of  teachers.  There  can,  thert»fore,  U*  little  hoix^  of  materially  im- 
proving any  spwial  high  school  work  hi  the  rural  schools,  except  by 
imj)roving  the  teacher.  In  fact,  no  pressure  should  l)e  brought  to 
lK»ar  <m  any  rural  schm)l  under  one  teacher  to  do  high  school  work, 
liut  in  towns  and  the  larger  graded  sch(H)ls  everywhere,  the  more 
essential  subjects  of  a  high  school  cours(»  should  be  provided  to  l)e 
thoroughly  taught  to  any  pupils  desiring  them. 

Conventional    Stimuli   for   tjie   Study   of   Latin. 

Xo  candidate  for  the  learned  professions  of  Theology,  ^Iedici:ne 
and  Law,  can  be  admitted  without  a  knowledge  ot  Latin.  The 
Rhodes  Scholarships  are  open  to  none  without  a  good  elementary 
knowledge  of  Latin  and  Greek.  Ini  many  of  the  scientific  <lepart- 
ments,  a  knowledges  oi  these  two  languages  is  ncr^'Hsarv'  in  order  to 
effecUvelv  understand  and  use  their  nomenclature.  Whether  for 
the  l)est,  or  otherwise,  our  ])redecessors  have  Wqueathed  us  this  heri- 
tage, which  imposes  ujwn  oducatiomal  systems  to-day  additional  work 
which  neither  Greece  nor  Roiue  requiretl  in  order  to  make  immortal 
literature.  I  refrain  entirely  from  marshalling  tc^ether  here  the 
all(*ged  goml  and  bad  effe<»ts  of  a  geiw^ral  voliuit^iry  or  cx.)mi)ulsory 
devotion  to  the  classical  cult.  T  merely  call  attentfon  to  thei  fact 
that  there  is  a  demand  for  it  which  it  is  the  duty  of  an  educiMional 
system  to  aid  in  providing  to  a  limited  extent,  although  only  for  the 
few. 

Tta  i^  also  important  t-o  notice,  that  however  defective  this  j»ro- 
vision  at  present  may  ho  in  the  e^stinuitiiTn  of  some  people,  and 
although  these  language's  have  not  betMi  forced  on  high  school  pupils 
indiscriminat»ely,  both  Latin  and  Greek  have  always  been  placed  in 
the  course  of  study  so  as  to  atto'act  the  abler  studi^nts  who  alone  sehx't 
them  on  account  of  th(»ir  linguistic  and  philologic  disciplinir^,  while 
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others  select  them  as  the  necessary  oonventional  subject*  which  they 
must  pass  in  order  to  enter  the  profession  by  which  they  ai^  to  earn 
their  living.  The  result  is,  that  at  present,  as  a  rule,  the  abler  stu- 
detnts  in  our  better  equii>i>e(l  high  schools  are  to  be  found 
among  the  classicals.  This  in  its  turn  promotes  the  prestige  of  the 
classical  cult.  On  the  av(»ragc\  the  classical  stu<lent  is  therefore  now 
the  ablest  of  the  average  high  school  group  of  four.  A  less  flexible 
regulation  might  force  a  greater  number  of  weak(»r  students  to  take 
Latin,  but  with  distinct  loss  of  prestige  to  the  large  Latin  group. 

Of  course,  tlno  addition  of  Latin  to  the  nnpiirements  of  the  two 
highest  classes  of  teachei*s,  can,  under  no  ciivumstances,  he  con- 
sidered the  equivalent  of  sflbject*^  whicli  nifKlern  educationists  all 
over  the  world  agree*  in/  considering  as  fundament^illy  important 
But  as  the  financial  status  of  the  teacher  is  now  likely  to  rapidly 
improve,  it  is  necessary  and  proper  that  liLs  scholarship  and  skill 
should  advance.  Perhaps  the  sohition  nuiy  l)e  foun<l  in  creating 
classical  and  scientific  IVs,  making  the  scientific  side  more  thorough 
thatn  the  present  stimdard;  and  requiring  CVninty  Academies  and 
high  schools  with  a  certain  number  of  departments  to  have  at  least 
one  classical  master  as  a  condition  qualifying  for  the  sujwrior  grants. 

Tn  the  reixn-t  of.  the  Supi»rvisor  of  the  Halifax  public  S(»hool3  of 
all  grades,  which  is  published  as  usual  in  Apix^ulix  C  (page  127), 
will  be  found  some  vi<»ws  on  this  ]>roblem,  and  on  the  applteabiKty 
of  the  pi*esoiiit  enlai-ged  program  of  studit^s  to  the  varied  interests  of 
the  Oitv  of  Halifax. 

HiKTOKY     Ob"     II  Kill      SiMIOOT.     CoLRSE. 

Tho  high  school  course  of  study  was  j>rescribed  in  1885,  after 
four  years  of  consi(U»ration  by  committc^cs  and  the  conventions  of 
the  I^rovincial  Educational  Association.  Concurrent  with  this 
course,  which  was  inn^rative  only  on  tlie  County  Academics,  there 
was  the  real  course  of  stiuly,  the  ttnu*her's  proviiwcial  examination. 

I 

In  1893,  these  two  coui^scs  were  unified,  with  the  etfect  of  saving 
divide<l  and  mis-spent  euergv,  and  enormously  stimulating  the 
growth  of  high  sch<x)l  work  ani  shown  in  the  statistics  below. 

in  dealing  with  tho  statistics  f)f  Latin  from  1885,  we  are  for  two 
years  without  a  knowlediro  of  the  'numlH>r  in  each  year,  and  there- 
fore  can  give  only  the  totals.  The  exact  totals  for  each  year  from 
18S5  to  1892  can  not  l>e  obtained  fi*om  the  st^itistics  which  were  then 
compiled  for  winter  and  summer  terms  separately.  In  our  compari- 
sons for  this  iHM'iod,  we  ^hall  therefore*  use  the  term  statistics  which 
givo  the  largest  numb<*r3  in  Latin — the  winter  terms,  except  in  18ft0. 
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As  the  humbers  of  high  school  students  are  not  given  from  1885 
to  1892,  we  can  compare  only  the  numbers  taking  Latin  with  those 
taking  Algebra  amd  Geometry,  which  is  the  nearest  approximation 
which  can  Ix^  made  to  a  reasonable  estimafeo  of  tlie  total  high  school 
students  who  had  to  take  Mathematics  for  the  lowest  teacher's  license. 

The  following  table  shows  the  ratio  of  students  taking  Latin  and 
these  two  matliematical  subjects  at  intervals  of  ten  years : — 


Actual  Numbers. 

Rati(»s. 

LcUin, 

AlgthroL 

Oeom, 

Latin 

Algebra, 

Otom, 

1885,  Winter 

SaiDDier 

1895.  Grade  IX 

933 
876 

702 

4S3 

275 

46 

6065 
6014 

3038 

1260 

550 

40 

4785 
4255 

2834 
1232 

550 
42 

* 
* 

6.5 
6.9 

4.4 

2.6 

2. 

0.9 

5.1 
4.9 

4. 

tk       \ 

2.6 

•<         YT 

2. 

»•         XII 

0.8 

Totals  ...    

1905.  Grade  IX 

1506 

729 

480 
299 

84 

4938 

4083 

1757 

832 

62 

4658 

3934 

1718 

862 

55 

3.3 

5.6 
3.7 
2.9 

.7 

3.1 
5.4 

X 

3.6 

♦«       XI    

2.7 

XII    

.6 

Totals 

1592 

6784 

6569 

I 

4  3 

4.1 

This  shows  that  while  the  students  studying  Latin  had  been 
increasing  during  these  twenty  years,  they  did  not  increase  so  rapid- 
ly as  the  high  school  students  generally. 
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Tbe  foUowjug  tnhlo,  sliowing  tho  growth  from  _yoar  to  year  sitic-e 
1885,  gives  a  irioro  complete  view  of  the  general  (levelopmeat  with 
some  of  its  i)et'Hliar  HiK'tiiations : — 


im 


A,,  lflO-2 


iai.28T 
105,410 
10S,I37 
I0^,:j.'tl 
I0:{U8S 
l03.Jt97 
101.724 
102.686 


100.B4^ 
10l,3U.t 

100,617 
IDT).  12t) 

nt.iiu 

m.o.5it 

98,7IM 
9t>,8H6 
100,252 

KWi  Olio 


; 

• 
• 

am 

75 

4»-.0 

60 

6SiM 

109 

eii6 

sm: 

550 

712.1 

78S 

129 

7574 

818 

130 

7219 

67« 

131 

72»« 

6S6 

138 

7140 

642 

6Sti 

6993 

(i87 

7286 

736 

XViOti 

ll>2t 

4B& 


^3 


727|  364 
722  444 
742   461 

702  4S3 

703  519 
587,  497I 
790  645|  209 
725'  807  300 
090  498  331 
720  480,  342 
6241  416  "  " 


I  3S5 


658  475 
720  480 

764'  462  349 


266 


230 


•No  eiCBCt  sMtialiui  collevteil. 

+InrluiJing  all  the  universiciM  and  colleges  {oolite*  for  women,  agriculture, 
mechnnicB.  science,  meilkine,  law  and  Lheulofiy). 

'These  Gguna  are  from  the  universities  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  do  not  include  women's 
colleiceB,  or  thi-  universities  oiitaide  the  bounds  of  the  Province  which  are  attended,  it 
is  estimated,  by  at  least  200  more  Xovn  Scotian  students. 

jl'his  nniaber  includes  public  high  schools  students  only.  Public  and  private 
atudents  of  secondary  or  high  school  grade  amount  to  ii03S  lor  every  100,000  in  the 
[lublic  grhools.     Nearly  fifty  per  cent,  in  1B02  were  studying  Latin. 

It  will  be  notice.!  that  the  number  of  Latin  students  increased 
under  the  original  regulation  of  1JS93  until  1899,  when  on  the  strong 
rccomnieiiilntiinii  of  .uoine  high  school  classical  masters,  a  change  was 
made  with  the  object  of  furlher  encouraging  classical  study.  The 
adoption  of  their  recuuiiueiidution  appears  to  have  had  tbe  opposite 
effoel,  for  a  decline  fidlowed,  from  which  there  has  been  no  rally 
siuce.  The  regulation  of  1S0:J  allowed  Latin  to  count  as  a  premium 
in  raising  tl«i  aggregate  of  a  caaulidate  on  the  imperative  subjects  to 
the  '•  pass ''  mark.  Since  1900,  tho  student  is  requilred  to  make  the 
"  pass  "  a)fl;regat«  on  any  ei/jhl  papers,  ouo  to  four  of  which  (accord- 
ing to  the  gradcO  can  lie  classical  i)apers.  The  result  was  the  les- 
sening of  the  numbers  of  classical  students,  although  the  regulatitm 
tetula  t'l  improve  ihe  quality  of  the  work  done. 
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I  quote  here  from  three  different  leading  authorities  which  arrived 
simultaneously,  samples  of  the  diverse  views  which  are  being 
constantly  impressed  on  the  public  by  powerful  publications  which 
lead  the  professional  and  popular  milnd.  It  may  help  to  explain  to 
the  public  the  difficulties  of  the  f  ramers  of  courses  of  study : — 

From  the  School  World,  London,  England,  January,  1906. 

The  autumn  meeting  of  the  Clasaical  Association  of  Scotland  was  held  in 
Glasgow  University.  Prof.  Butcher,  the  vice-president,  occupied  the  chair.  The 
i-iiairman  said  that  his  interest  in  the  objects  of  their  association  had  increa^ 
rather  than  diminished  since  he'  left  Scotland.  He  is  more  tuan  ever  convinced 
irom  what  he  knows  of  the  state  of  matters  in  England  and  the  colonies  that 
they  are  on  the  eve  of  a  great  revival  of  interest  in  the  classics.  The  member- 
ship of  the  English  associations  is  now  about  1,000,  with  fresh  accessions 
every  day.  The  membershi*^  is  not  confined  to  teachers,  but  includes  a  large 
element  of  the  educated  public  who  believe  in  the  value  of  classics.  There  is  no 
desire  as  an  association,  either  in  England  or  Scotland,  to  make  war  upon  any 
of  the  new  studies  which  modem  life  has  rendetred  necessary,  nor  in  any  way  to 
be  exclusive.  It  is  not  maintained  that  classics  are  the  only  elements  in  a 
liberal  education;  but  Dr.  Butcher  believes  emphatically  that  in  promoting 
classical  learning,  a  form  of  human  culture  which  has  ^till  a  great  and  increas- 
ing part  to  pla{y  in  the  modem  world,  is  being  encouraged.  The  interest  and 
value  of  it,  far  from  being  exhausted,  are  constantly  increasing,  and  new 
possibilities  are  being  opened  up,  partly  through  increased  knowledge  of  the 
whole  of  antiquity,  and  partly  through  improved  methods  of  teaching. 

Prof.  Hardie,  Edinburgh  University,  submitted  the  report  of  the  committee 
on  Latin  pronounciation.  This  report  states  that  the  primary  questions  seem 
to  be: — (i)  Whether  an  effort  should  be  made  to  secure  greater  accuracy  and 
uniformity  in  pronotmciationj  (ii)  what  is  the  object  aimed  at  in  such  a  reform; 
(iii)  what  are  the  things  on  which  most  stress  should  be  laid.  The  committee 
considers  that  the  first  question  is  for  the  association  to  decide  after  hearing 
their  suggestions.  As  to  question  two,  the  aim  ought  to  be  to  pronounce  lisAin 
as  the  Romamj  pronounced  it  in  the  best  da^ya  of  their  literature,  or  as  approxi- 
mately as  possible.  As  to  questio.i  three,  any  inquiry  about  pronounciation 
must  be  concerned  with  two  things — (a)  accent  and  quantity,  and  (b)  the 
system  of  sounds — ^the  sounds  to  be  assigned  to  various  letters.  The  first  is 
most  important  for  Scotland,  the  second  for  England.  In  Scotland,  owing  to 
the  comparative  neglect  of  verse  compositions,  accent  and  quantity  are  commonly 
inaccurate,  and  the  feeling  for  rythra  seems  to  be  not  nearly  so  keen  as  south 
of  the  Tweed.  On  the  other  hand,  the  English  system  of  Latin  pronounciation 
is  thoroughly  unsound,  and  cuts  students  off  from  the  scholars  of  the  rest  of 
Europe,  whereas  the  Scottish  system  approximates  closely  to  the  continental 
standard.  In  the  general  discussion  which  followed  the  report,  all  the  speakers 
supported  the  movement  for  uniformity,  and  a  very  general  preference  was  shown 
for  the  Scottish  system  of  sounds,  modified  in  certain  aspects,  as  opposed  to  the 
English.  It  was  agreed  to  continue  th3  committee  on  the  subject,  and  that  the 
TeytOTt  submitted  should  be  circulated  in  all  the  chief  schools  and  training 
colleges  of  Scotland,  with  a  request  that  an  expression  of  opinion  should  be 
forwarded  to  the  secretary. 

In  Nova  Scotia,  the  Education  Department  several  years  ago 
recommended  the  uniform  "  ancient  Roman  "  pronunciation,  which 
is  being  generally  adopted  in  the  Academies  and  Wvfrh  Schools.  The 
University  of  Dalhousie,  uioder  Professor  Howard  Murray,  led  the 
movement  here.  It  has  also  been  adopted  by  all  the  other  leading 
universities  in  Canada  and  the  United  States ;  and  it  is  satisfactory 
to  find  Old  Scotia  following. 
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At  the  meeting  of  the  Classical  Association  of  Scotland  above 
refeiTed  to,  on  the  second  day,  the  6th  of  January  last,  the  following 
interim  report  of  the  Curricula  Committee  was  moved  by  Prof- 
Sonnenschein : 

"That,  in  the  lower  and  middle  forms  of  boys'  public  schools,  whereas  Latin 
"  should  be  taught  with  a  view  to  the  correct  writing  of  the  language,  as  woll  as  to  the 
"  intelligent  reading  of  Latin  authord,  Greek  should  be  taught  only  witu  a  view  to 
"  the  intelligent  reading  of  Greek  authors.' 

After  a  long  discussion  Prof.  Conway  moved  as  an  amendment,  to 
substitute : 

**  Latin  should  be  taught  with  a  view  to  a  mastery  of  the  language  for  its  own  sake 
"  by  practice  in  writing  and  by  other  means." 

After  a  still  more  vigorous  discussion,  Mr.  Max^kail  moved  and 
Dr.  Postgate  seconded,  that  the  clause  refening  to  Latin  be  omitted ; 
and  the  resolution,  thus  amended,  was  passed.  The  whole  discussion 
was  most  interesting,  although  one-sided  from  the  point  of  view  of  a 
public  school  curriculum.  The  committees  recommendation,  the 
several  amendments  proposed,  and  the  one  finally  carried,  measure 
the  change  taking  place  even  among  the  classical  teachers.  The 
summaries  of  the  leading  speeches  illuminate  the  tendency  not  only 
in  Scotland  but  England 

The  following  extracts  from  the  Journal  of  Education,  London, 
England,  for  February  last,  with  reference  to  the  tendency  in  Fiance 
and  Germany,  are  also  germane  to  our  problem  to-day  : 

France. 

The  latest  statistics  that  have  been  compiled  point  to  the  gradual  extinction  of 
Section  A  (Latin  and  Greek).  VN  e  will  not  trouble  ourselves  and  others  with  tigures, 
but  say  simply  that,  both  in  Paris  and  iu  the  departments,  the  tendency  to  desert  it  if 
strikingly  marked  Public  favour,  which  lately  inclined  towards  C,  now  nius  rather 
towards  B  (Latin  and  modern  langUHges).  Tlie  reservation  of  Greek  fur  an  elite  is 
proving,  as  we  anticipated,  deadly  to  it.  The  Latinless  Section  D  still  enjoys  consider- 
able popularity. 

Gkb»iany, 

Abroad,  be  it  for  good  or  evil,  the  tendency  of  the  day  is  unmistakable  ;  it  is  to 
give  a  fuller  recognition   to  mathematics  and  Rci»;ucc  at  the  expense  of  literary  and 
linguistic  studies      An  interesting  report  of  a  Committee  connected  with  last  ye«r*8 
Nattirforscherx'trmiih'nilwKj  at  Meran  has  lately  been  issued      It  gives  adherence  to  three 
general  principles  :  (1)  That  education  in  higher  schools  ought  not  to  be  one-Sided,  not 
^exclusively  bast'd   either  on  languages  and  history,  or  on  mathematics  and  natural 
science      (2)  That  mathematics  and  science  are  cducitional  instruments  of  no  less  worth 
than  lauguagcH.     (.*>)  That  {Nirity  of  right  should  be  universally  accorded  to  the  three 
higher    schools.      To    the    btatement    ot   principles   particular   recommendations  are 
appended.     In  mathematics  no  addition  to  the  number  of  hours  is  lequired;  but  the 
curriculum  should  be  freed  from  worthless  special  studies  in  order  that  room  may  be 
won  for  education  to  functional  thinking  (  '  Erziehung  zum  funktionalen  Denken'*). 
In  the  real  gymnasium   mathematics  should   part  with  time  to  science,  especially  to 
biology,  so  that  boys  may  get  at  least  the  minimum  of  scientific  knowleose  that  is 
necessary  for  the  underi^tanding  of  mo<lern  life.     The  gymnasium,  too,  should  acknow- 
ledge the  claims  of  biological  studies  ;  to  mathematics  it  should  allot  as  many  hours  as 
does  the  real  gymnasium.     Physics  ought  to  be  treated  not  as  mathematical,  but  as 
natural,  science.     The  subject  should  be  puisued  in  such  a  way  as  to  bring  oat  the 
general  method  of  winning  knowledge  in  the  domain  of  experimental  scienceB.     More- 
over, the  learner  must  nut  merely  see  experiments  done  ;  he  must  be  trained  to  perfano 
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experiments  himself  and  to  make  his  own  observations.  And,  "  side  by  side  with 
physics,  chemistry  and  the  biological  sciences  must  receive  a  full  measure  of  regard  in 
the  time-tables  of  all  higher  schools,  as  being  subjects  essential  to  the  comprehension 
of  modem  culture,  i'hemistry  is  the  fundamental  science  of  substances  which  compose 
the  world  about  us  Biology,  bo  progressive  in  the  last  fifty  years,  is  the  science  of 
life,  of  the  phenomena,  laws,  and  history  of  the  organic  world — a  science  including 
man  himself  as  an  integral  element,  and  awakening  human  interest  in  the  most  various 
ways..  To  open  a  road  to  the  understanding  of  the  relations  of  world  and  man,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  exercise  the  faculties  of  observation  upon  the  concrete  forms  of 
Nature,  seem  to  the  Committee  to  be  indispensable  addttions  to  the  task  of  the  higher 
school,  which  hitherto  has  cultivated  in  undue  proportion  abstract  matters  of  instruc- 
tion, such  as  languages  and  history." 

Europe. 

All  over  Europe  the  same  p'eas  are  being  urged  in  some  form  or  other.  Of  course, 
it  is  to  be  dreaded  that  too  large  a  oonoession  may  be  made  to  the  utilitarian  school  in 
education.  If  we  put  secondary  education  under  popular  control,  we  may  end,  if  we 
are  not  careful,  in  finding  it  all  '*  bills  of  parce  s"  typewriting,  and  commercial  French. 
Literature  must  always  occupy  a  foremost  place  in  any  wise  scheme  of  education.  But 
the  world  is  changing  about  us.  Modern  science  is  making  its  influence  felt  even  in 
literature.  If  our  boys  concentrate  th^tir  attention  on  longs  and  shorts,  they  will  soon 
be  unable  to  understand  the  best  that  men  are  thinking  and  saying  about  them.  And 
it  muFt  be  renierobered  that  the  science  gaining  ground  in  German  schools  is,  as  we 
have  before  shown,  science  r«;ganled  as  an  instrument  of  education,  and  not  science  as 
the  slave  of  commerce  If  our  schools  ever  cease  to  be  places  of  education  and  become 
vestibules  to  the  shop,  we  shall  have  to  abandon  our  wide  realm  to  the  nations  that 
can  train  citizens  to  oo  capable  of  empire. 

From  the  Univebsitt  Correspondent,  London,  England,  January  15,  1906. 

*'  Greek  verses  are  gone,  Greek  prose  is  going."  With  such  lamentatioiis 
some  Atticists  of  old-fashioned  schoolmasters  may  well  have  read  in  his  daily 
paper  last  Monday  that  the  Classical  Association  had  endorsed  with  practical 
unanimity  a  recommendation  of  its  committee,  "That  in  the  lower  and  middle 
forms  of  boys*  public  schools  Greek  should  be  taught  only  with  a  view  to  the 
intelligent  reading  of  Greek  authors."  The  Birmingham  University  Professor  of 
Latin  and  Greek  moved  this  resolution,  the  Headmaster  of  Eton  seconded,  and 
the  Heads  of  two  Oxford  colleges  spoke  in  approval. 

Seriously,  there  seems  little  to  object  to  in  this  decision:  if  the  majority  of 
middle  form  boys  are  as  a  result  taught  to  read  Greek  authors  imtelligently  it 
will  be  a  great  step  in  advance  on  our  achievments  under  the  old  system.  At 
the  same  time  it  is  rather  interesting  to  find  the  Classical  Association  responsible 
for  such  a  suggestion,  although  it  is  in  harmony  with  Lord  Halsbury's  proposal 
at  the  1906  meeting  of  the  Association  that  some  sacrifice  of  accuracy  in  teach- 
ing Latin  and  Greek  grammar  might  be  advisable.  The  school  boy  will  be  look- 
ing forward  to  the  January,  1907,  meeting  to  see  what  further  relief  of  his 
classical  burden  is  effected.  A  further  move  in  the  same  direction  would  be 
the  reading  of  a  complete  author  or  work  in  an  English  translation  while  a 
portion  is  studied  in  the  original. 

Latin  might  as  well  be  given  up  also,  said  Dr.  Clifford  Allbutt  at  the  'i&ame 
meeting,  unless  it  was  cultivated  as  a  spoken  language.  "By  the  act  of  speak- 
ing, a  language  becomes  built  into  and  integra  ed  with  the  fabric  of  the  brain. 
Latin  is  a  tongue  which  can  be  spoken  and  so  be  built  intimately  into  the  rery 
nature  of  the  pupil.  But  if  Latin  cannot  take  wing  from  the  book  to  people 
the  air  of  the  schoolroom,  and  to  stir  the  delightful  flutter  of  life  on  the  lips 
of  the  boys,  then  Latin,  too,  is  better  away  and  modern  language  put  in  its 
place." 

From  The  Independent,  New   York,   February   1,   1906. 

In  Germany  some  are  beginnincr  to  fear  the  growth  of  what  thet7  call  "the 
learned  proletariat."     In  this  country  we  have  no  need  yet  to  Hear  that,  except 
that  too  many  youngr  in«i  study  for  the  same  profession,  the  remedy  for  which 
is  not  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  students,  but  an  increase  in  the  rvvrecfcct   ^ 

studies  taught. 
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Pkrents  are  apt  to  be  rather  hazy  on  educational  methoda,  but  ttiey  hftve 
Hittaer  clear  ideas  of  what  th^  want  made  of  their  children.  It  ia  undeniably 
a  fact  that  the  progreu  that  haa  been'  made  in  dereli^ment  of  Dew  fonna  ot 
«du<Mtioa  to  meet  the  demands  of  modem  life  has  been  due  more  to  this  preamire 
tttan  to  the  initiative  of  educational  authorities.  The  proeruateMi  cuniculmn 
ia  bound  to  breftk  down  as  aoon  aa  the  atudenta  or  the  outside  world  h&Te  any- 
thing to  saj  aboBt  it.  We  are  tuohing  manj  thing*  now  that  were  ODoe 
Uiought  non-teachable,  and  no  limit  to  the  advance  in  this  direction  ia  yet  in 
■igfat. 

This  last  quotation  emphasizes  the  chief  difficulty  in  framing 
courses  of  study  to  the  satiafactioa  of  every  one  in  Nova  Scotia,  In 
the  cities  and  towns  there  are  more  and  more  calline  for  the  intro- 
duction of  commercilal  courses;  and  in  some  industrial  centres,  for 
the  elements  of  mechanical  or  scientific  technological  training.  But 
it  is  out  of  question  to  think  of  making  our  high  schools  cover 
even  a  partial  range  of  elementary  technical  education.  The  largest 
staffed  institution  at  present  can  do  no  more  work  thoroughly  than  a 
general  training  underlying  and  common  to  the  more  necessary 
technical  training  or  avocations  to  follow  the  high  school.  Our  pre- 
sent regulations  allow  school  boards  a  very  considerable  latitude  in 
fltartimg  any  new  subjects  for  which  there  may  be  a  strong  local  de- 
mand. The  City  of  Halifax  leads  in  taking  advantage  of  this  in 
the  organization  of  a  definite  commercial  course.  Such  a  course 
can  never  be  attempted  in  the  rural  high  schools — although  one  or 
two  subjects  might  occasionally  be  taught 
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This  table  shows  substantially  the  program  of  study  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  the  province — the  eight  lower  grades  from  1881,  and 
the  three  higher  grades  from  1885,  except  that  from  1885  to  1893 
there  was  a  different  syllabus  for  the  teachers'  examinatioai  which 
made  the  course  in  many  subjects  a  double  one.  The  unification  of 
these  in  1893  greatly  simplified  high  school  work,  and  specially  siln- 
plified  preparation  for  matriculation  in  th^*  different  colleges  by  the 
creation  of  a  common  matriculatiooi  standard.  The  colleges  now 
propose,  through  the  committee  already  noted,  to  correlate  moro 
specially  the  high  school  course  to  thei'r  classes.  Their  suggestions 
will  be  reported  to  the  Provincial  Educational  Association  in  Sep- 
tember next,  from  which  recommendations  of  value  may  be  made  for 
the  consikieration  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction.  In 
the  meantime,  no  unneoeesary  change  is  expected  to  be  made  in 
the  general  program  of  studies ;  as  changes  disturb  the  public  by  re- 
quiring new  text-books,  and  the  revision  and  reprinting  of  numerous 
forms.  Well  advised  changes  at  long  intervals  are  therefore  gener- 
ally preferable  to  continuous  small  changes. 

Provincial    Aid    to    Teachers. 

Previous  to  1888  the  provincial  grants  to  teachers  were  for  many 
years  fixed  at  $60,  $90,  and  $120  respectively  to  teachers  of  classes 
D,  C,  and  B.  There  was  no  additional  grant  given  to  a  class  B 
teacher  who  advanced  to  class  A,  as  at  present.  This  encourage- 
ment to  teachers  of  the  lower  classes  to  improve  has  been  effective ; 
while  it  has  also  contributed  largely  to  retain  able  teachers  in  our 
Academies  and  other  high  schools  ;  but  it  dates  only  from  1898. 

In  1888  the  provincial  grant  was  limited  by  an  Act  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  $167,500,  and  ordered  to  bo  paid  in  proportion  to  the 
original  scale;  but  as  the  number  and  classification  of  teachers  ad- 
vanced, the  sum  to  each  was  being  gradually  reduced. 

In  1893,  higher  provincial  grants  were  first  given  to  class  A 
teachers;  and  in  1895  the  sum  total  to  all  classes  was  increased  by 
$15,000.  Henceforward,  for  a  few  years,  this  grant  remained  at 
$182,500 ;  and  for  one  year  all  teachers,  including  the  "  A  "  teachers, 
received  more  than  the  full  rate,  and  for  a  second  year  the  full  rate 
exactly.  But  with  the  development  of  the  schools  the  grants  began 
to  fall  slowly  again. 

In  1901,  County  Academy  teachers  were  made  participators  in 
this  fund,  which  was  increased  to  compensate  for  the  new  charge  to 
the  amount  of  $190,000.  The  special  County  Academy  grant  was 
at  the  same  time  fixed  at  a  maximum  of  $10,000.  During  last  year 
this  $200,000  for  common  and  high  school  teachers  \va«»  %\\^^WfeXi.V^^ 
by  about  $70,000  for  other  educational  work,  ^ue\v  «i^  ^CtL^\xv'^^:\V^^^^^^^ 
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for  the    Deaf   and  Dumb,    the   School  for  the  Blind,    the   Normal 
School,  Manual  Training  Schools,  Night  Schools,  Inspection,  etc 

The  Council,  while  desirous  that  teachers  should  receive  definite 
grants,  were  so  hampered  by  the  demands  for  the  other  growing 
branches  of  the  public  service,  that  it  was  considered  in  the  meaai- 
time  wiser  to  be  content  with  the  enlarged  total  grant  of  $190,000, 
until  financial  conditions  would  justify  the  esnlargilng  of  this  limit 

Teachers'  Pensions. 

In  August  last,  a  committee  appointed  at  a  previous  meeting  of 
the  Provincial  Educational  Association,  reported  a  scheme  for  retir- 
ing aged  teachers  after  a  long  service.  It  was  proposed  that  touchers 
should  contribute  semi-aimually  a  certain  percentage  of  their  salaries 
to  be  collected  out  of  theilr  Provincial  Aid  grant,  that  the  Education 
Departm-eoit  should  administer  the  scheme,  and  the  Government  also 
make  an  annual  contribution.  It  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the 
Association,  and  sympathetically  considered  by  the  Council. 

The  administration  of  a  scheme  which  required  semi-annual  col- 
lections from  twenty-five  hupidred  teachers,  and  their  exact  record- 
ing in  volumes  which  in  a  few  years  would  contain  many  thousand 
accounts ;  the  lack  of  certain  data  necessary  for  trustworthy  actuarial 
computation  as  to  the  demands  which  might  have  to  be  met  in  the 
remote  future;  and  the  contingent  difficulty  of  being  unable  to  be 
assured  of  the  sympathetic  cooperation  of  teachers,  thousands  of 
whom  would  expect  no  personal  benefit  from  their  contributions, 
although  they  might  admit  the  justice  of  being  taxed  for  the  benefit 
.of  a  profession  which  they  were  merely  temporarily  exploiting — 
such  considerations  suggested  another  method  which  would  obviate 
the^e  and  other  difficulties. 

• 

If  the  Grovemment  can  give  its  contribution  to  the  scheme  in  the 
shape  of  the  continuance  of  the  Provincial  Aid  to  teachers  in  good 
standing  Avho  may  qualify  by  a  sufficient  period  of  service;  and 
school  sections  be  authorized  to  supplement  this  from  pension  schemes 
contributed  to  by  their  own  teachers  according  to  any  plan  deemed 
most  economical,  the  solution  of  the  problem  may  be  more  satisfac- 
tory to  the  administration,  as  it  certainly  will  be  to  the  teachers, — 
and  should  be  to  the  public  which  is  likely  to  reap  the  greatest  bene- 
fit from  the  arrangement. 

The   Statistical  Tables. 

These  run  from  page  1  to  66  of  the  second  part  of  the-Bepovty 
and  sho^v  defini^ly  a  great  many  facts  in  connection  with  the  con- 
dition and  development  of  our  public  schools,  enabling  comparisons 
to  he  made  with  the  work  \>emg  doxv^  m  stiver  coimtries. 


-j-H-.^ 
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In  addition  to  the  public  schools,  the  kading  statistics  of  our 

universities  are  given  on  page  47,  and  of  all  the  other  non-public 

ooUeges,    seminaries    and   schools     from   which     reports   could    be 

obtained,  on  page  48. 

^^  • 

The   Appendices 

contain  reports  from  all  branches  of  the  public  or  semi-public  edu- 
cational institutions  within  the  Province  whiteh  are  not  referred  to 
in  the  statistics  preceding. 

In  A  we  have  the  reports  of  the  Principal  of  the  Normal  School ; 
in  B,  of  the  Inspectors;  in  C,  of  the  Schools  of  Halifax;  in  D,  of  the 
institutians  for.  the  I>eaf  and  Dumb,  the  Blind,  Art  and  Design, 
Medical  College,  College  of  Agriculture,  Technical  Schools  for 
Miners,  and  the  Institute  of  Science ;  in  E,  teachers'  institutes  from 
Summer  School  to  Provincial  Conventions;  ijn  F,  information  from 
the  Macdofloald  School  Gardens,  etc. ;  and  in  G,  a  special  report  on 
the  sections  having  no  schools,,  in  which  the  conditions  of  each  are 
more  or  less  particularly  described. 

A  Fair   Vacation   System. 

A  fair  enough  vacation  system  when  originally  adopted,  became 
unfair  when  the  Provincial  Aid  was  changed  into  a  fixed  sum  total 
to  be  distributed  to  teachers  in  proportion  to  their  class  and  days 
taught.  It  gave  the  teacher  in  the  City  of  Halifax  about  five  per 
cent,  more  per  teaching  day  than  the  teacher  in  the  country.  To 
make  the  case  worse,  this  five  per  cent,  was  virtually  taken  from  the 
rural  teacher's  money  as  authorized  by  the  wording  of  the  Education 
Act. 

The  Coiuicil  last  year  amended  the  vacation  regulations  so  as  to 
carry  out  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Statute.  Kow  teachers  of  the 
same  class  receive  exactly  the  same  grant  per  day,  whether  they  are 
teaching  in  the  city,  town  or  country. 

The   Inspectors. 

The  Inspector  is  the  most  valuable  official  in  the  system  for  his 
cost.  He  is  a  strong  influence  in  toning  up  educational  sentiment 
in  the  rural  district  especially.  His  duties  are  still  becoming  more 
onerous ;  for  no  sooner  has  he  succeeded  in  training  the  majority  of 
his  school  trustees  to  administer  their  schools  legally  and  progres- 
sively, than  the  law  put^  on  him  the  duty  of  stimulating  schools  Sta 
weak  and  decaying  sections,  and  in  pushing  the  policy  of  union 
wherever  this  can.  be  done  with  advantage.  Xow  it  is  proi)osed  to 
throw  on  him  the  responsibility  of  maintaining  school  in  all  the 
vacant  sections  of  his  division,  with  the  assistance  of  the  municipal 
officers  in  collecting  the  sectional  taxes  necessary. 
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The  Inspector  will  continue  to  be  a  most  iinportant  officer  on 
account  of  his  inffuence  over  teachers  and  trustees,  who  can  receive 
no  public  grant  without  his  testimony  to  its  legality.  But  some  of 
the  inspectorial  divisions  are  much  too  large  at  present.  I  b^  to 
call  the  attention  of  those  interested  to  the  most  imwieldly  of  them 
at  present,  which  is,  novertheless,  most  energetically  and  effectively 
inspected,  although  too  exhausting  for  one  man.  This  is  the  county 
of  Cumberland  and  district  of  West  Colchester. 

Growing    Appreciation   of    Good    Teachers. 

It  is  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  those  administering  the  edu- 
cational system  to  see,  during  the  year,  so  decided  am  increase  in  the 
appreciation  of  good  teachers  in  so  many  of  the  more  progressive 
school  sections  of  the  Province.  The  Halifax  school  board  leads  in 
unanimously  approving  of  a  local  pension  system,  supplementary  to  the 
Provincial  system,  to  be  presented  to  the  Le^slature  for  the  retirement 
of  faithful  teachers  who  become  worn  out  in  the  service.  This 
himiane  and  progressive  policy  is  likely  to  prove  of  considerable 
value  to  the  educational  service  of  the  City,  which,  by  these  series  of 
acts,  assumes  also  a  leadership  in  Nova  Scotia,  and  an  example  for 
the  most  of  Canada  and  of  the  rest  of  the  continent.  Its  action  must 
also  materi'ally  aid  our  own  legislature  to  pass  an  effective  an4  sim- 
ple superannuation  system  for  teachers  all  over  the  Province,  which 
will  form  a  substantial  nucleus  to  be  supplemented  similarly  by  all 
other  school  sections  so  disposed,  where  teachers  are  continuously 
employed. 

It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  if  during  the  past  year  the 
average  salaries  of  teachers  have  slightly  improved,  there  has  been 
no  general  iniprovemeoit  in  those  of  the  gre^t  mass  of  the  rural  schools. 
The  west  is  still  drawing  away  from  us  some  of  our  best  trained 
teachers.  The  press  and  all  interested  in  education,  it  is  hoped, 
may  still  continuo  to  direct  the  average  ratepa^-er  who  has  been 
trained  by  long  custom  to  thimk  his  first  duty  is  to  prevent  any 
increase  of  the  immemorial  vote  for  school  purpose,  although  the 
farmer  gets  more  for  his  produce,  and  even  the  ordinary  laborer 
strikes  for  a  higher  wage  and  gets  it.  The  teachers  can  form  no 
close  union,  because  they  do  not  control  the  admission  of  oaew  teach- 
ers, as  their  fellow-citizens  in  law,  medicine,  theology,  or  even  in  the 
ordinary  trades.  When  the  cost  of  everything  rises,  the  able  teacher 
cannot  afford  to  remain  in  the  profession.  The  consequence 
is,  that  there  are  too  many  exploiting  the  profession  now  who  are 
not  fitted  for  any  other  better  paying  employment.  In  many  poi^ 
tions  of  the  Province  the  unlettered,  unskilled  laborer  can  earn  more 
with  a  pick  and  shovel.  Hence  the  number  of  young  girlft-  wiJo 
qualify  to  teach  for  a  few  years,  to  make  some  money  in  positions 
which  able  or  mature  teachers  could  not  accept 
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This  appeal  for  the  votiDg  of  better  salaries  for  teachers  is  not  at 
aU  so  much  in  the  interests  of  the  teaching  profession,  as  of  the  rate- 
payers themselves;  for  the  badly  paid  teacher  can  leave  the  profes- 
sion and  enter  another  employment,  as  many  of  the  ablest  are  con- 
stantly doing.  But  without  good  teachers,  the  families  of  the  ratepay- 
ers are  being  handicapped  in  their  future  career.  For  every  dollar 
saved  by  a  niggardly  vote  for  school  purposes,  hundreds  of  dollars 
will  be  lost  in  the  future,  to  the  same  "  penny  wise  pound  foolish  ' 
citizen  and  his  descendants,  or  those  of  his  neighbor. 

Our  system  of  education  can  be  seen  by  any  one  who  takes  the 
trouble  of  making  the  comparison  to  have  the  elements  of  the  best 
systems  in  the  world  except  with  respect  to  the  support  of  able,  well- 
trained  teachers.  Our  idolatry  of  the  principle  of  self-government 
is  responsible  for  this ;  for  we  allow  people  to  govern  themselves  in 
educational  matters  who  are  absolutely  unable  to  imderstand  what 
education  is,  or  the  tremendous  difference  between  the  everlasting 
ae<»nmulating  results  of  an  indifferent  as  against  a  good  education. 

We  have  the  best  material  in  the  world  for  the  making  of  the 
ablest  teachers.  We  have  institutions  to  train  them  wMch  are 
superior  ti)  many  in  the  most  enlightened  countries.  But  should 
we  make  them  and  train. them,  we  cannot  find  them  in  our  schools, 
for  they  will  go  where  their  services  are  most  appreciated.  With- 
out raising  the  wage  of  the  teaching  profession  we  can  no  more  de- 
cidedly and  permanently  improve  our  schools,  even  with  all  the  best 
appliances  of  Europe  and  America,  than  we  can  build  a  school- 
house  by  wishing  it  to  rise  out  of  the  ground.     It  is  impossible. 

If  the  people  do  not  help  us  to  keep  the  best  teachers  we  can  make, 
we  must  give  up  the  expectation  of  substantially  improving  our  edu- 
cational work.  That  is  why  those  who  are  held  responsible  for 
educational  results  are  at  present  so  delighted  to  see,  first  and  fore- 
most, the  increasing  appreciation  of  good  teachers  in  the  self-govern- 
ing, progressive  school  sections  of  the  Province  ;  and  second,  the  effort 
which  is  being  made  by  the  (Jovernment  to  improve  the  grants,  amd 
provide  to  some  extent  for  the  faithful  teacher  who  can  make  no 
provision  for  the  day  when  he  or  she  must  droop  exhausted.  These 
features  will  immediately  and  infallibly  determine  many  able  men 
and  women  to  continue  in  the  most  useful  public  profession — one 
which  they  love,  and  for  which  they  are  specially  fitted. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
T  liave  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant. 
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TABLE  XVIII. 

Special  Government  Aid  to  P(K)r  Sections,  1905. 


• 

County. 

Paid    by  Government  over    and 
above    the    ordinary  Aid  towards 
Salaries  nf    Teachers  employed  in 
Poor  Sei-tions. 

1 

Total. 

First  Half  Year. 

Second  Half  Year. 

AiitiaDolis 

$   137    60 

51  81 
30  95 
97  16 

110  94 

111  54 
93  47 

150  00 

141  33 

89  68 

150  00 

150  00 

97  60 

58  85 

82  57 

42  61 

41  68 

75  10 

$119  25 

66  46 

52  49 

90  65 

82  92 

127  39 

114  19 

150  00 

126  75 

95  63 

150  00 

134  02 

69  50 

51  71 

101  51 

48  47 

40  82 

68  10 

»256  85 

Aiitigonifih 

C -ape  Breton 

Colchester 

118  27 

83  44 

187  81 

Cumberland 

193  86 

Difirbv 

238  93 

■*  *t>"j 

Guvsboro 

207  66 

Halifax  Co 

300  00 

Hants 

Inverness 

268  08 
185  31 

Kings  

300  00 

Liunenburc 

284  02 

Pictou 

167   10 

Queens 

110  56 

Richmond 

184  08 

Shelburne 

91  08 

V^ictoria 

82  50 

Yarmouth 

143  20 

Total,  1905   

"      1904 

$1712  89 
1376  02 

$1689  86 
1731  35 

S3402  75 
3107  37 

Increase  

Decrease ' 

$336  87 

$41  49 

$295  38 

26 
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TABLE  XIX. 

Poor  Sections — Special  Municipal  Allowance. 


Amount  of  Manicipal  Fund 

Municipalities. 

Nnmberot  theae 
Sections  having 
Schools. 

paid  to  these  Schoola  over 
and  above  ordinary  allow- 
anoe. 

Annapolis,  County  of 

22 

$'  369 

30 

Antigonish,         "          

14 

251 

45 

Cape  Breton,      *'          

9 

187 

14 

Colchester,          *'          

13 

176 

66 

Cumberland,        '          

14 

198 

02 

Digby,  District  of 

12 

208 

94 

Clare.             *'          

6 

76 

37 

Guyaboro,      "          

13 

225 

27 

St.  Mary's,     *         

2 

59 

58 

Halifax,  Countv  of 

29 

499 

58 

Hant«,  East,  District  of  .... 

10 

190 

94 

Hants,  West,         **           .... 

11 

180 

05 

Inverness,  County  of 

17 

311 

48 

Kings,                ''^         

25 

442 

73 

Lunenburg  and  New  Dublin, 

District  of 

16 
4 

245 
79 

29 

Chester,  District  of 

12 

Pictou,  County  of 

16 

256 

81 

Queens,         "           

(> 

102 

09 

Richmond,    "           

13 

236 

79 

Shelburne,  District  of 

4 

58 

83 

Barrington,         "         

3 

47 

15 

Victoria,  County  of 

7 

161 

98 

Yarmouth,  District  of 

7 

126 

81 

Argyle,                "          

5 

93 

77 

Total,  1005 

278 
254 

$4786 
3690 

15 

1904 

88 

Increase   

24 

S9S  27 

Decrease 
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TABLE  XXVIII. 

Classification  op  Schools  According  to  the  Numbkk  of  Pupils,  Ac. 

1904-05. 


MIXICIPALITY. 

Schools  with  lesH  tlian  20 
Pupils. 

Naof 

Schools, 

20  to  39 

l>upils. 

Na  of 
Schools, 
40  pu- 
pils or 
over. 

Graded  Schools. 

Naof 
Schools. 

Av. 
Enrol- 
ment. 

Av- 

Attend- 
ance. 

No  of 
Sections 

Na  of 
Depts. 

Naof 
Pupils. 

Annapolis 

Antigonish 

Cape  Breton 

Colchester    

Cumberland 

Digby  

Clare 

21 

6 

10 

27 

21 

4 

2 

10 

4 

14 

12.3 

12.8 

14.5 

14.5 

14.5 

16.2 

12. 

16.1 

15. £ 

14.5 

7.2 
7.3 
7.8 
7.9 
7.9 
7.5 
8.4 
9.5 
8.7 
9.6 

37 
37 
37 
53 
66 
19 
12 
24 
11 
64 

17 
27 
25 
38 
45 

8 
61 
18 
24 
17 

3 
22 
16 
10 

713 
690 

23 

25 
19 
26 
25 
32 
12 
10 
16 
7 
49 

11 

16 
25 
34 
46 
13 
13 

6 
19 

6 
11 
13 
10 
10 

13 

3 

8 

11 

15 

10 

8 

6 

1 

13 

1 

7 

9 

3 

4 

16 

11 

2 

10 

7 

8 

5 

8 

2 

7 

16 

44 

19 
129 
52 
85 
*29 
22 
20 

2 
45 
161 
15 
32 
13 
12 
#46 
45 

6 
62 
23 
19 
16 
20 

6 
45 
32 

1000 
967 

1866 
778 
8219 
2545 
4978 
1335 
lOOS 

Guysboro 

St.  Mary's 

Halifax  Co 

Halifax  Citv  .... 

1022 

112 

2402 

8315 

Hants,  East 

Hants,  West 

Inverness,  South  . . 
Inverness,  North  . . 

Kings        

Lunenburg  

Chester 

Piotou 

10 

3 
12 

9 
10 
14. 

2 
43 
10 
13 

9 

4 
11 

3 

1 

16.8 

16. 

14.6 

15.5 

15.5 

12.7 

19. 

14.3 

13.3 

16. 

13.6 

15  7 

16.2 

13. 

17 

14.9 
15. 

..... 

8.4 

9.7 

8.2 

9. 

7.7 

6.9 

10.2 
8.1 
8.4 
9.4 
8.3 
9.6 

11. 
9.1 

12.4 

503 
1402 

478 

718 
1807 
2146 

309 
3328 

Queens  

1068 

Richmond 

Shelbume 

842 
582 

Harrington 

Victoria 

896 
262 

Yarmouth 

Arjrv'le 

1913 
1407 

oj             ........... 

Total,  19a> 

»•      1904 

273 
240 

8.7 
6.6 

2.1 

•  •  •  •       « 

469 
438 

31 

1 

204 
199 

5 

•  •  •  •  •       • 

50296 
51664 

Increase 

Decrease 

33 

•  •  •       •  •  • 

33 

"1368 
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TABLE  XXIX. 

Summary  of  Government  Graf  Us  for  Education  for  the  Fiscal    Year 

ended  30th  September,  2905, 

Provincial  Aid  to  Teachera $189,954  69 

Provincial  Normal  School 14,328  95 

Institution  for  Deaf  and  Dumb 6,840  00 

School  for  the  Blind 6,517  50 

County  Academies 10,000  00 

Inspection 17,875  00 

Fxpenses  (office) 1,439  55 

Salaries  (office) 4,880  00 

Provincial  Examinations  (gross) 5,493  32 

School  of  Agriculture 1,215  00 

Travelling  Expenses  Normal  School  Students 1,548  60 

Manual  Training — Mechanic  Science  grants 6,417  75 

"                   Domestic  Science  grants 3,902  75 

Guelph  Nature  Study  Scholarships 750  00 

Normal  Institute  at  Port  Hawkesbury 355  95 

Government  Night  Schools 605  75 

Rural  School  Libraries 125  00 

Summer  Scliool  of  Science  for  Atlantic  Provinces 200  00 

Provincial  Education  Association  at  Truro 200  00 

Committee  on  Readers 229  77 

School  Consolidation  (out  of  the  S36,000  vote) 800  00 

»273,679  58 

Less  by  Examination  fc(»s 2,022  79 

Net $271,656  79 
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APPENDIX    A. 


Provincial  Normal  School. 

David   Soloan,  B.  A.,   LL.D.,   Principal. 

A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.C., 

Superintendent  of  Education,  N.  S. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  of  siibmitting  the  following  rc{>ort  for 
the  year  ended  July,  1905. 

The  large  attendance  of  the  preceding  year  was  followed  by  a 
sharp  decline  in  the  year  just  closed,  the  total  enrolment  being  148, 
as  compared  with  191  for  the  year  preceding.  It  is  not  improbable 
that  the  reduced  attendance  reflected  the  straitened  circumstances 
of  tlie  farmers  of  eastern  Nova  Scotia,  where  the  shortage  in  the  hay 
crop  was  such  as  to  affect  seriously  the  whole  industrial  and  financial 
situation.  However,  there  is  still  more  or  less  mystery  attiiched  to 
the  fluctuating  enrolments  of  this  school. 

Diplomas  were  awarded  to  students  as  follows: — to  the  Aca- 
demic class,  which  numbered  eleven,  four  Academic  diplomas,  and 
four  interim  diplomas  of  First  Bank ;  to  candidates  for  First  Bank, 
sixty-seven  diplomas  and  nineteen  interim  diplomas  of  Second  Bank ; 
to  candidates  for  Second  Bank,  thirty-two  diplomas  and  three  inter- 
ims ;  to  candidates  for  Third  Bank,  fourteen  diplomas. 

Advancement  of  graduate  teachers  of  former  years  was  granted 
as  follows: — From  First  to  Academic  Rank,  six  promotions;  from 
Second  to  First  Bank,  twelve  promotions;  from  Third  to  Second 
Bank,  eighteen  promotions. 

Summer  courses  were  conducted,  as  us\ial,  for  bilingual  teachers 
from  Acadian  schools  and  for  teachers  seeking  to  enlarge  their 
activity  as  science  instructors.  The  bilingual  classes  were  entrusted 
to  Mr.  Benoit,  of  our  staff;  the  work  in  biolc^y,  chemistry  and 
nature-st\idy  was  done  by  Mr.  ITarlow,  of  this  school,  with  the 
cooperation  of  Mr.  Sears,  of  tlie  College  of  Agriculture,  who  gave 
a  course  in  practical  horticulture  as  applied  to  the  orchard.  The 
number  of  Acadian  students  was  nine;  the  total  nuinlx?r  of  summer 
students  in  the  science  classes,  twenty-four. 
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The  school-garden  and  greenhouse  were  last  spring  placed  in 
care  of  Mr.  Harlow.  Before  classes  closed  in  June,  the  garden  was 
carefully  prepared  for  planting,  the  greenhouse  stock  raised  bj  the 
students  was  transplanted  outdoors,  seed-beds  were  so^vn,  trellises 
erected,  grass-plots  edged  and  clipped,  and  by  July  the  garden  was 
a  profusion  of  flower  and  leaf. 

During  the  short  winter  courses  at  the  College  of  Agriculture, 

our  men  attended  dailv  such  lectures  and  demonstrations  as    were 

« 

considered  most  desirable  from  the  view-point  of  the  demands  of 
public  school  work.  All  of  our  students  availed  of  the  instruction 
and  practice  in  cream  and  butter-making  given  by  Miss  Miller,  of 
the  provincial  travelling  dairy. 

Visits  to  points  in  the  vicinity  of  Truro,  geologically  and  indus- 
trially interesting,  were  made  during  the  fall  and  spring,  and,  shortly 
before  the  close  of  the  term,  a  school-excursion  to  the  iron  mines  and 
blastrfumaces  at  Londonderry  was  successfully  carried  out. 

The  general  intellectual  activity  of  the  school  was  satisfactory. 
Weekly  meetings  of  the  Students'  Institute  were  held  throughout 
the  term,  skill  in  debate  and  literary  and  musical  accomplishment 
being  noticeably  above  the  average  of  other  years.  The  school  jour- 
nal, "  The  Nova  Scotia  Normal ",  appeared  regularly  during  the 
seven  months  from  December  to  June.  Several  lectures  illustrated 
by  lantern  views  were  delivered  in  the  assembly-hall  by  members  of 
the  Faculty,  a  method  of  instruction  which  it  is  proposed  to  develop 
more  fullv  as  our  collection  of  lantern-slides  increases. 

In  connection  with  the  regular  instruction  in  hygiene  given  by 
Mr.  Connolly,  three  lectures  were  given  by  Dr.  S.  L.  Walker,  of 
Truro,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Colchester  Co.  Society  for  Preven- 
tion of  Tulx)reulosis.  Three  lectures  on  Prevention  of  Disease 
were  also  delivered  bv  Dr.  A.  P.  Rodd,  Provincial  Health  Officer. 
These  two  gentlemen  have  the  hearty  thanks  of  the  school  for  their 
active  participation     in  its  work. 

Notwithstanding  the  unusually  severe  winter  and  the  attendant 
har(lshi])s  and  discomforts  to  students,  some  of  whom  are  but  indif- 
ferontlv  housed  and  at  considerable  distance  from  the  school,  the 
cases  of  sickness,  though  numerous,  proved  serious  with  only  two 
individuals.  In  these  two  cases,  one  of  pneumonia  and  the  other 
of  internal  intianimation,  the  lack  of  hospital  accommodation  in 
Truro  was  folt.  No  pains  or  expense  was  spared  to  minister  to  tbo 
needs  of  sick  ones :  but  a  crowded  private  hoiLse  is  not  favorable  to 
recovery  from  a  grave  illness,  and,  moreover,  the  expense  incurred 
by  the  patient  and  by  friendly  attendants  is  disproportionate  to 
the  pecuniary  means  oi  \\vo  sw^eYcv  and  to  the  comfort  procured. 
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The  most  satisfactory  solution  of  tlio  difficulties  would,  of  course, 
be  found  in  providing  a  residence  for  our  students,  recourse  to  which 
will  no  doubt  ultimately  be  had. 

Military  exercises  were  conducted  by  Mr.  ^latthews,  of  the 
Truro  School  of  Mechanic  Science,  to  whom  was  allotted  also  the 
instruction  of  the  young  men  in  forms  of  physical  exercise  suitable 
for  indoor  and  outdoor  practice  in  public  schools.  All  of  the  men 
are  enrolled  in  cadet  corps  ^o.  73,  under  the  Militia  and  Defence 
l>panmont  of  Canada..  Xext  year,  it  is  <?onjteniplaited  giving 
practical  instruction  in  military  movements  to  all  of  our  students, 
women  as  w^ell  as  men.  In  view  of  the  facts  tliat  the  great  majority 
(►f  our  students  are  women,  and  that  there  is  a  gi'owing  recognition 
of  the  value  of  military  exercises,  it  would  appear  i-easonable  to 
extend  the  scope  of  the  drill-instructor  and  to  prepare  all  of  (mr 
teachers  to  practise  their  pupils  in  the  simpler  military  movements. 
In  this  connection,  it  may  not  bi*  amiss  to  remark  on  the  mistake 
not  infrequently  made  of  valuing  these  movements  solely  as  a  prepar- 
ation for  soldiering.  Military  exercises,  especially  the  simple  turn- 
ing, wheeling,  forming  and  marching  movements,  are  hound  to 
constitute,  as  they  have  always  done,  a  large  and  imi)ortant  part  of 
any  good  system  of  calesthenics  for  either  girls  or  boys;  for  next  in 
value  to  the  hygienic  results  of  a  well-ordered  system  of  physical 
exercise  must  probably  be  ])ut  the  improved  pose  and  carriage  and 
tlie  ehivSticity  of  movement  whi<*h  seem  to  Ik?  most  easily  and  certainly 
acipiired  through  those  well-known  forms  of  drill  no  longer  left  a 
monopoly  to  the  soldier  or  would-be  soldier.  Our  own  students,  I 
fi^l  safe  in  saying,  illustrate  in  their  carriage  and  gienerally  improved 
physique  tlu*  beneficial  results  of  such  training. 

In  May  and  June,  three  aftern(xms  were  devoted  to  riiie-practice 
on  the  range  of  the  Truro  Rifle  Club,  in  which  body  it  is  proposed 
next  year  to  enroll  our  men.  The  Lee-Enfiehl  rifle  was  jirovided  for 
range-practice,  each  student  discharging  sixty  rounds  at  target. 

Some  changes  in  the  teaching;  staff  of  the  school  were  effected 
after  Xew  Year.  Biology,  heretofore  a  separate  department  under 
a  separate  instructor,  was  allotted  to  ^[r.  Harlow,  whose  sendees 
had  hitherto  been  confined  to  chemistry  and  nature-study.  The 
new  arrangement  has  proved  entirely  satisfactory,  and  it  has  the 
advantage  of  enabling  the  instructor  to  correlate  the  w'ork  of  depart- 
ments which  are  best  understood  in  their  relation  to  each  other. 

With  the  abolition  of  the  separate  instruction  in  biology'-,  the 
office  of  biologists's  assistant  disappeared.  The  care  of  the 
science  building  had  been  part  of  the  duty  of  this  assii^tant.  A  bet- 
ter plan  is  now  in  operation,  the  janitorial  work  of  both  buildings 
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being  consolidated  under  Mr.  McKay,  for  the  past  five  years  care- 
taker of  the  main  building. 

In  April,  in  cooperation  with  Mr.  Shaw,  of  the  Macdonald 
school-gardens,  Tniro,  I  had  tlie  pleasure  of  selecting  and  recom- 
mending eight  of  our  First  Rank  graduates  for  scholarships  at 
the  Macdonald  Institute,  Guelph,  Ont. ;  and  I  have  since  had  the 
gratifying  report  of  that  institution  to  the  effect  tliat  our  Xova  Sco- 
tian  contingent  had  distinguished  itself  by  industry,  intelligence, 
and  otlier  commendable  qualities. 

In  January,  Miss  Mina  A.  Reade,  for  some  nine  years  instruc- 
tor in  vocal  music,  literature,  and  elocution,  retired  voluntarily  from 
her  post  to  take  up  work  in  connection  with  the  Mission  Bureau  at 
Newton,  Mass.  Her  withdrawal  left  a  vacancy  which  appeared 
likely  to  be  difficult  to  fill.  Few  lady  teachers  of  scholarly  attain- 
ments are  willing  to  undertake  a  special  course  of  training  for  a  posi- 
tion such  as  that  of  music,  elocution,  or  drawing  teacher.  The 
risk  of  finding  no  sufficiently  remunerative  employment  in  their 
native  province  is  still  a  considerable  deterrent.  However,  with  the 
opening  up  of  our  western  provinces,  there  will  be  an  increasing 
demand  for  specialists,  and  our  own  province  may  receive  some  bene- 
fit from  the  impulse  thus  given  to  art-education.  Miss  Reade's 
influence  among  our  students  was  good,  and  the  work  of  her  depart- 
ment was  accomplished  with  faithful  and  unflagging  zeal.  Her 
successor.  Miss  Estclle  Cook,  a  graduate  in  Arts  of  Acadia  Univer- 
sity, entered  upon  her  duties  at  the  end  of  February,  and,  from  the 
first,  gave  proof  of  possessing  the  natural  aptitude,  the  scholarship, 
and  the  wholesome  spirit  looked  for  in  a  teacher  of  her  department 
Miss  Cook's  experience  as  a  teacher  had  been  acquired  at  Mt.  Alli- 
son Ladies'  CoUegt^,  Sackville,  N.  B.,  from  which  institution  she 
had  withdrawn  a  vear  before  to  studv  in  Toronto. 

One  of  tlio  subjects  of  the  departinent  under  consideration  here, 
that  of  music,  is  a  difficult  one  in  which  to  produce  satisfactory 
results  in  this  school.  The  "  tonic  sol  fa  ''  method,  which  has  been 
followed  in  this  sc1kk)1,  has  largely  failed  to  establish  itself  in  the 
pubilc  schools  of  the  province.  Though  admittedly  easier  of  acqui- 
sition than  the  staff  notation,  tradition  and  the  influence  of  the 
musical  profession  are  nearly  all  in  favor  of  the  staff.  Through  the 
latter  the  youth  of  the  community  are  instructed  in  piano,  organ,  and 
church  music,  and  in  it  alone  is  printed  our  popular  vocal  and  instru- 
mental music.     Added  to  these  circumstances  is  that  of  a  eeaselesslv 

• 

changing  corps  of  teachers,  some  unmusical,  sonije.  musical,  the  lat- 
ter, like  the  former,  generally  untrained  in  sight-singing.  Conso- 
lation may,  however,  be  drawn  from  the  fact  that  even  though  public- 
school  pupils  remain  untaught  in  sight-reading,  much  benefit  will 
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accrue  to  them  where  the  teacher  is  possessed  of  true  musical  feel- 
ing even  though  unable  to  read.  For,  after  all,  music  is  taught  for 
its  influence  on  the  feelings;  and  the  power  of  expressing  one^s 
feelings  in  song  is  not  necessarily  denied  to  those  who  are  ignorant 
of  musical  natations.  If  teachers  could  be  convinced  that  expression 
is  the  ultimate  aim,  and  that  this  purpose  may  be  partly  compassed 
through  teachiug  by  oar  good  inspiring  songs,  glees,  and  hymns,  the 
gospel  of  music  would  spread  iunong  our  young  people.  As  matters 
stand  now,  teachers  apjumr  almost  ashamed  to  be  foimd  teaching 
songs  by  ear.  This  need  not  bo  so.  It  is  a  matter  of  public  com- 
ment that  nowadays,  oven  in  city  choirs,  singers  have  fallen  into 
the  habit  of  learning  new  vocal  music  by  the  aid  of  the  piano  at 
home  instead  of  relying  entirelv  upon  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
scale — another  illustration  of  tlie  decay  of  intellectual  power  wrought 
by  the  introduction  of  aids  and  appliances. 

In  mechanic  and  household  science,  as  in  all  other  departments, 
the  work  of  the  year  was  in  every  respect  satisfactory.  Demand  is 
now  made  in  some  of  the  more  progressive  t^>wns  of  the  province  for 
a  graded  course  in  elementary  hand-training  for  the  grades  below 
the  sixth.  In  towns  where  a  specially  licensed  niecluniic  science 
instructor  is  employe<l,  tlie  wants  of  the  conmiuniry  are  easily  sup- 
plied; in  otlier  cases,  the  course  prescribed  in  the  Provincial  Normal 
School  will  be  sent  on  applicatioil,  as  it  has  alrca<ly  beim  sent  to 
several   towns. 

At  least  one  principal  of  town-schools  is  willing  to  experiment 
with  sewing  and  other  needle-work  in  the  lower  grades,  as  a  more 
attractive  and  usefid  form  of  manual-training  for  girls  than  the 
paper  and  cardl)()ard  work  customarily  undertaken.  It  is  expwted 
that  next  term  at  the  Provincial  Normal  School  a  gnvded  course  of 
exercises  in  netnllework  will  be  outlined  and  teste<l  with  a  view  to 
recommending  it  to  teachers  desirous  of  introducing  this  branch  of 
school  training. 

During  tbe  year  two  students  completed  the  training-course  in 
mechanic  science,  one  of  them  being  recommended  for  license  in 
that  department.  Of  candidates  for  license  to  teach  household 
science,  six  were  recommended  for  license.  Two  of  these  had 
received  their  special  training  abroad,  one  in  the  United  States,  the 
other  in  England. 

This  spring,  some  needed  repairs  were  made  in  both  buildings. 
All  exterior  woodwork  was  repainte<l,  new  doors  were  hung  on  the 
rear  entrances  of  the  main  building,  the  roof  was  partly  renewed, 
the  upper  floor  class-room  was  refloored  and  repainted,  and  the 
glazing  of  the  greenhouse  was  restored.     I  would  here  respectfully 
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advise  the  moving  of  the  physics  laboratory  from  the  ill-lighted  and 
ill-ventilated  basement  of  the  main  building  to  the  lower  floor  of  the 
science  building.  The  latter  apartment  is  now  available,  is  wdl- 
heated,  lighted  and  ventilated,  and  is  in  every  respect  well  adapted 
to  the  purpose  here  recommended. 

Appended  is  a  list  of  the   diploma   awards   for  the  year  ended 
July,  1905. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

David  Soloan,  Principal. 

Provincial  Kormal  School,  Truro,  X.  S., 
August,   31st^   1005. 


NORMAL    SCHOOL  05 


LIST   OF    STUDENTS,    1904O5.    WITH    DIPLOMA 

AWARDS. 


AWARDED  ACADEMIC  DIPLOMA  (AND  THE  ONE  MARKED  ♦ 
ON  OBTAINING  PROVINCIAL  HIGH  SCHOOL  CERTI- 
FICATE OF  GRADE  XII). 

fkiith  Rebecca  Ells    Delhaven Kings. 

♦Margaret  Ellen  McFadclen Canard    Kings. 

James  Duncan  McLeod Scotsburn    Pictou. 

Frances  Brown  Roy New  Glasgow Pictou. 

Charles  William  Stramberg River  John Pictou. 

QUALIFIED  FOR  ACADEMIC  DIPLOMA   AFTER  ONE  YEAR'S 
SUCCESSFUL  TEACHING ;  IN  THE  MEANTIME  AWARDED 

DIPLOMA  OF  FIRST  RANK. 

Martha  Ashmore  Creelman   Truro Colches  er. 

Mary  Alice  Farrell Kentville Kings. 

Andrew  McGillivray Antigonish Antigonish. 

AWARDED  DIPLOMA  OF  FIRST  RANK. 

Georgie  Willard  Allen Milton Yarmouth. 

Mildred  Jocelyn  Armstrong Round  Hill Annapolis. 

Teresa  Florence  Barrett Arichat Aiichat. 

May  Bradshaw  Pfentley Northville Kings. 

Ethel  Harris  Bower Upper  Clyde Shelburne. 

Harriet  Straton  Bruce Truro Colchester. 

Blanche  Gertrude  Brunt Halifax   Halifax. 

Hattic  Ellen  Chisholm Bear  River   Digby. 

Edith  Annie  Chisholm Halifax   Halifax. 

Sadie  Ethel  Cochrane Windsor Hants. 

Laura  Adelia  Coldwell Gaspereau Kings. 

Janet  Rachel  Dickson    Onslow    Colchester. 

Hannah  Gertrude  Feindel Bridge  water    Lunenburg. 

Anuie  Keziah  Fellows   Upper  Granville Annapolis. 

Ernest  Eugene  Fairweather Digby    Digby. 

Cora  Lelia  Fiske Clarence    Annapolis. 

Annie  May  Fitchett Fort  Lawrence Annapolis. 

Mayhew  Coldwell  Foster Port  Lome Annapolis. 

Winifred  May  Fraser Halifax    Halifax. 

Elora  Fulton Debert Colchester. 

Sadie  Jane  Gordon Lansdowne    Pictou. 

Alice  Maude  Greenleafe Port  Williams   Kings. 

Lottie  Harlow   North  Brookfield Kings. 

Margaret  May  Harris Bear  River Digby. 

Blanche  Grordon  Hicks Westport    ^\\^^ « 
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Jennie  A.  Hunter Truro Colcliester. 

Minnie  Mabel  Jjec Auburn Kings. 

John  J   LeBIanc Belle  Cote lnverne«». 

Agnes  DeLena  Lewis Cove  Road Colchester. 

Cyril  Durant  Locke Lockeport Shelburne. 

Duncan  Mclnnis St.  George's  Channel .  .  Richmond. 

Isabel  Caraen^n  McKean West  LaHave  Ferry  .  .Lunenburg. 

Marv  Jane  McLeod    . West  New  Annan . . .  .Colchester. 

Haidee  Pearl  McMurtery Margaret ville   Annapolis. 

Loretta  Isabel  McPhee Springhill    Cumberland. 

Alice  Maude  MacMillan Annapolis  Royal Annapolis. 

Lena  Harriet  Marshall Westville Pictou. 

Ka  hcrine  Holmes  Martell Pleasant  Valley  Cor..  .Yarmouth. 

Clara  Murray  Martin Oaspereaux Kings. 

Hazel  Edna  Mason Halifax    Halifax. 

Lola  Dean  Miller   Slielburne   Shelburne. 

Morris  Osborne  Maxner Lunenburg Lunenburg. 

Annie  Gray  Murray Springhill    Cumberland. 

Milledge   Messenger Kingston Kings. 

Eda  Maude  Nelson Clifton Colchester. 

Clara  Julia  O'Brien ; . . .  Noel Hantii. 

Greta  Frances  O'Brien Noel Hants. 

Myra  Jean  O'Brien Noel Hants. 

Mabel  Irene  Ogilvie Little  River Halifax. 

Ethol  Elizabeth  Parker Truro Colchester. 

Maie  Ix)vina  Parker Waterville Kings. 

Carrie  Maud  Paul Springhill .Cumberland. 

Emma'  Festina  Perry Red  Head Shelburne. 

Georgia  Amanda  Pineo Berwick Kings. 

Nellie  Bethiah  Puixly Bear  River Digby. 

Annie  Wilson  Reeves Scotsbume Pictou. 

Ralph  Percy  Richardson Kempt Queens. 

Delbert  IJewelyn  Shortliffe Fi-eeport I^igby. 

Ix>uis  Rens  Skinner Berwick Kings. 

(iiladys  Ethel  Strumm Mader's  Cove Lunenburg. 

Alice  Levia  Thompson Lower  Economy Colchester. 

Mary  Ellen  Tulloch Halifax    \ Halifax. 

Bessie  Bonnell  TnrnbuH  .    ^^'g^y    IWg^y- 

Isabel  Dunbar  Weir Coalburne   Pictou. 

Susie  Freeman  West Liverpool Liverpool. 

lisura  May  WHiitman Round  Hill Annapolis. 

Katherine  Gertrude  Woodworth  . . .  .South   Berwick Kings.' 

QUALIFIED    FOR    DIPLOMA    OF   FIRST   RANK    AFTER  ONE 

YEAR\S  SUCCESSFUL  TEACHING  :   IN  THE  MEANTIME 

AW\\RDED  A  DIPLOMA  OF  SECOND  RANK. 

Jean  Bradcn  Archibald Middle  Musquodoboit. .  Halifax. 

Maud  Odell  Boss    Springhill    Cumberland. 

Christina  Chishohn Antigonish Antigonish. 

Harriet  Zella  Crowe Lower  Truro Colchester. 

Mona  Blanche  Demmons Newport  Station Hants. 

Alice  Augusta  Eton Sheffield  Mills Kings. 
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Isabel  L   Frost Argyle Yarmouth. 

Ediia  May  Fulton Upper  Bass  River. . . . Colche^t^r^ 

Ada  Blanche  Jenner Halifax   Hali£»T. 

Lennie  Lynds Onslow    Gokheaten 

Margaret  Laura  McKay Trenton Pictou. 

Jennie  McBean Westville Pictou.  . 

Annie  Adelaide  Mader .Mader's  Cove Luneuburg. 

Helen  Gwendolyn  Parker Truro Colchester. 

Winnifred  Nairn    Truro Colchester. 

Millie  Viola  Parker Morristown Kings. 

Ina  May  Rice Bear  River Digby. 

Estella  Louise  Scott Hantsport Hants. 

Harriet   Burbidge  Starratt Aylesford    Kings. 

* 

AWARDED  DIPLOMA  OF  SECOND  RANK. 

Mary  Belle  Beaton N.  E.  Mabou InyerneBs. 

Alma  May  Bolivai Dayspring Lunenburg. 

Flora  May  Bruhm Mahone  Bay Lunenburg. 

Bessie  .Vnn  Norrie  Cameron Lime  Rock Pictou. 

Allan  Boyd  Crowe Annapolis  Royal Annapolis. 

Jennie  Sarah  Currie Belmont Colchester. 

Joseph  Edmund  Deveau    Mavilette    Digby. 

Beatrice  Mary  Deveau Mavilette    Digby. 

Emma  May  Ewing .Great  Village Colchester. 

Effie  Putnam  Flemming Great  Village Colchester. 

Blanche  Josephine  Freeman. Kempt Queens. 

Katherine  Letitia  Hartigan Sydney  Mines Cape  Breton. 

John  Daniel  Hattie South.  Lochaber Guysborough. 

Giralda  Helena  Jenkins South  Alton Kings. 

Mary  Elizabeth  Lombard Weymouth  Bridge. . . . Digby. 

Ellen  Elizabeth  McBain    Meadowville Pictou. 

James  Gordon  McI>onald Wbycooomagh Inverness. 

Mary  Ellen  McHcflfey Cook's  Brook Halifax. 

Mary  Agnes  Mclsaac Troy    Inverness. 

Huj^h  McKinnon   Lake  Ainslie Inverness. 

John  Y    McELinnon Lake  Ainslie Inverness. 

Katherine  Isabella  McLean Lakedale Guysboro. 

Margaret    Anne  McNeil    L'Ardoise    Cape  Breton. 

Jamesina  Moore   Shubenacadie Hants. 

Annie  Maude  Robertson   Riverview Cumberland. 

Susie  Bernice  Silver D.iyspring Lunenburg. 

Mintiie  Theresa  Robicheau    Met^han    I^ig^y* 

Agnes  Lay  ton  Sulis   Digby    Digl^. 

Mary  Blanche  Sutherland Arichat Richmond. 

Beatrice  Thibodeau Church  Point Digby. 

Disa  Margaret  Verner Salem Mass. 

Ivy  May  MacLean Meagher's  Grant Halifax. 
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QUALIFIED    FOR    SECOND    RANK     DIPLOMA     AFTER     ONE 

YEAR'S  SUCCESSFUL  TEACHING ;   IN  THE  MEANTIME 

AWARDED  A  DIPLOMA  OF  THIRD  RANK. 

Bessie  Eraser  Graham Bridgeport Cape  Breton. 

Mary  Christina  McDonald    Ballantyne's  Cove  ....  Antigonisb. 

Jennie  Moore Shubenacadie    Hants. 

AWARDED  THIRD   RANK  DIPLOMA. 

Margaret  Isabella  Chisholm North  Grant Antigonisb. 

Sarah  Belle  Leydon    Bayfield Antigonisb. 

Mary  Jane  Macdonald Beanly Antigonisb. 

Annie  MacDougall Knoydart    An  igonish. 

Margaret  MacKensie Mira  Gut .Cape  Breton. 

Teresa  MacKenzie St.  Peter's Richmond. 

Blanche  Winifred  Maskell W.  Jeddore    Halifax. 

Mabel  Jane  Nieforth Seaforth Halifax. 

Lena  Hollenbec  Pratt   Selmah Hants. 

Alice  Randall Aylesford    Kings. 

Edith  May  Richardson W.  Jeddore Halifax. 

Jennie  Estella  Sprague Weymouth  Bridge ....  Digby. 

Gladys  Ernestine  Strople Bayfield Antigonisb. 

Florence  Taylor Afton Antigonisb. 

RECOMMENDED    FOR    PROVISIONAL    LICENSE    GOOD    TILL 

JULY   31,    1906. 

Charles  W.  AuCoin Eastern  Harbor Inverness. 


COURSE   UNCOMPLETED. 

Jean  Ferguson  Macdonald Little  Narrows Cape  Breton. 

Harry  G.  Clark Salmon  River  Road . . .  Colchester. 


AWARDED   DIPLOMA   IN   MECHANIC  SCIENCE. 
Allan  Boyd  Crowe Annapolis  Royal Annapolis. 

ADVANCEMENT   OF  GRADUATES   OF   FORMER   YEARS. 

FROM    FIRST    RANK   TO    ACADBMIC. 

Lenore  Kaulbach Mahone     Lunenburg. 

Milton  DeLancy  Davidson    Wolfville Kings. 

Clotilde  Josephine  Manley    Halifax   Hali&x. 

Ella  Jennie  MacLean    Hopewell Pictou. 

Bertha  Oxner Brookfield   Colchester. 

Mabel  Elva  Bishop Greenwich Kings. 
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FROM    SECOND   TO    FIRST   RANK. 

Beatrice  Frye Halifax   Halifax. 

Isabel  McQlashan    Merigoinish Pictou. 

Mary  M.  Sutherland Valley Colchester. 

Ethel  May  Corkum , Dartmouth    Halifax. 

Moses  Chiasson Margaree  Forks Inverness. 

Agnes  Sophia  Long    Amirault's  Hill Yarmouth. 

Eva  Mary  Harding    Lydgate Shelburne. 

Clara  Amanda  Corkum   East  Chester Lunenburg. 

Mary  MacKinnon Port  Hood  Island  ....  Inverness. 

Frank  Russell  Doleman Ingomar Shelburne. 

Charles  Edwin  Knickle Lunenburg    Lunenbur/^. 

Grace  B.  Card Brookville Hants. 

FROM   THIRD    RANK   TO   SECOND. 

Janet  Ginevra  Pennington Melbourne Yarmouth. 

Jessie  Catherine  Ferguson Balmoral  Mills Colchester. 

Margaret  White Grand  Digue  , , Richmond. 

Mary  Agnes  McDougall Broad  Cove  Marsh ....  Inverness. 

Annie  Morrison St.  Peter's Richmond. 

Eva  May  Burke R.  Bourgeois Richmond. 

Florence  Hanway R.  Bourgeois Richmond. 

Jessie  L.  Harvey Wittenburg    Colchester. 

Florence  Patterson Black  River Kings. 

Lulu  C.  Williams New  Tusket I^igby. 

Elsie  Matheson St.  Peter's Richmond. 

Edith  Fox Valley Colchester. 

Margy  Anne  MacLellan Inverness    Inverness. 

Mary  B.  Mac  Donald Brook  Village Inverness. 

Laura  E.  Boyd Cannes Richmond. 

Nettie  J.  Hartling Spanish  Ship  Bay  ....  Guysboro. 

Julia  M.  Graham Nine  Mile  River Hants. 

Alf reda  Maria  Leslie Arichat Richmond. 
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STUDENTS  ATTENDING  THE  SUMMER  SESSION, 

JULY  AND  AUGUST,  1905. 


CLASS  IN  LANGUAGE  METHOD  FOR  BI  LINGUAL  TEACHERS 

IN  ACADIAN  SCHOOLS. 

Joseph  C.  Boudreau. Gr%nd  Etang Inverness. 

Marie  Rose  Conieau Little  Brook Digby. 

Joseph  W.  Comeau Lower  Saulnierville . . .  Digby. 

Therese  D'Eon W.  Pubnico Yarmouth. 

Moses  C.  Doucet Grand  Etang Inverness. 

Charles  Joseph  Forrest West  Arichat Richmond. 

Leo  Joseph  King West  Arichat Richmond. 

Adeline  C.  Pothier W.  Pubnico Yarmouth. 

Martha  Adela  Pothier Tusket  Wedge Yarmouth. 

CLASS  IN  NATURAL  SCIENCE,  SCHOOL  GARDENING,  ETC. 

Clyde  C.  Chute South  Berwick Kings. 

Arthur  DeWitt  Foster Hampton Annapolis. 

Lizzie  Lewis Dartmouth Halifax. 

Ralph  Percy  Richardson Kempt Queens. 

Isabella  Smith Halifax Halifax. 

Hattie  Carter Truro Colchester. 

Wilfrid  Banks Torbrook Annapolis. 

George  Bancroft Acacia ville Annapolis. 

Agnes  Spencer Great  Village Colchester. 

Gordon  Ross Bedeque P.  E.  I. 

Joseph  C.  Boudreau Grand  Etang Inverness. 

Marie  Rose  Comeau Little  Rrook Digby. 

Joseph  William  Comeau Lower  Saulnierville. . . Digby. 

Teresa  D^Eon W.   Pubnico Yarmouth. 

Moses  C.  Doucet Grand  Etang Inverness. 

Charles  Joseph  Forrest W.  Arichat Richmond. 

Leo  Joseph  King W.  Arichat Richmond. 

Adeline  C.  Pothier VV.  Pubnico Yarmouth. 

Martha  Adele  Pothier Tusket  Wedge Yarmouth. 

Pertha  Lewis Dartmouth Halifax. 

Lewis  Balcom Lawrencetown Annapolis. 

Maude  A.  Breunan Lake  George Kings. 

Jennie  Hunter Truro Colchester. 

Clara  Davidson Truro Colchester. 
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APPENDIX    B. 


REPORTS  OF  INSPECTORS  OF  SCHOOLS. 


Division  No.   1.— CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  HALIFAX. 

Graham  Creighton,  B.  A.,  Inspector. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  for  the 
past  school  year: — 

All  the  sections  in  this  division  in  which  it  was  possible  to  main- 
tain schools,  excepting  P^gy's  Cove  and  North  Beaver  Bank,  had 
schools  in  operation  for  at  least  a  portion  of  the  year.  These  two 
sections  were  unable  to  secure  teachers.  Five  other  sections — 
Brookside,  Greenhoad,  Kemptown,  Upper  Lakeville  and  Dufferin 
Mines  remain  closed  for  lack  of  scholars. 

Notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the  winter,  the  attendance,  ex- 
cepting that  for  the  month  of  February,  was  unusually  good.  The 
total  davs  attendance  for  the  rural  sections  was  77791  in  excess  of 
that  of  the  previous  year. 

A  number  of  sections  failed  to  secure  teachers  at  the  beginning 
of  the  year.  Were  trustees  to  report  to  the  inspector  immediately 
on  engaging  a  teacher,  all  sections  from  which  no  report  had  been 
received  would  be  regarded  as  yet  without  teachers.  A  list  of  these 
sections  could  be  given  to  applicants  for  schools.  Teachers  gener- 
ally apply  early  for  positions,  and  trustees,  as  a  rule,  are  dilatory  in 
jiecuring  a  teacher  if  they  do  not  receive  applications,  and  thus  often 
weeks  are  lost  before  school  can  be  opened. 

Several  schools  were  taught  during  the  summer  months  by 
teachers  who  had  attended  college  during  the  winter.  The  service 
rendered  by  these  teachers  was  hiehly  srftisfactory.  Were  it  possi- 
ble to  have  more  of  such  service,  it  would  be  of  very  great  advantage 
fo  the  rural  sections. 

The  scarcitv  of  teachers  was  more  apparent  than  in  any  other 
recent  year.  Formerly,  teachers  came  from  Colchester  and  other 
counties  to  oflPer  their  services.  The  number  of  applicant*^  from 
•utside  Halifax  county  has  very  considerably  decreased.       Were  it 
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not  for  an  iacrcased  number  of  teachers,  residents  in  this  comitT, 
partly  due  to  tiie  stimulus  ^iven  to  btgh  Hchool  atujdy  bj  the  cstab- 
lixhment  of  examination  stations  at  Sheet  Harbor  and  Middle  Mus- 
quodoboit,  man;  of  the  schools  woiild  of  necessity  be  cloaed.  The 
Halifax  Academy  also  supplies  a  number  of  teachers  from  year  to 

If  the  iicarcity  of  teachers  should  continue,  it  must  result  in  the 
offer  of  increased  remuneration.  The  average  salary  paid  in  this 
division  lias  varied  little  in  the  past  ten  years. 

The  following  table  of  statistics,  relative  to  the  uumber  of  new 
teachers  employed  each  year  in  rural  Halifax,  and  the  period  of  ser- 
vice,  may  be  of  interest  for  purposes  of  compariiwm : — 
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All  the  school  in  the  colored  sections  were  in  operation  for  the 
(ii'st   time  in  ten  years. 

(i(K>i!  kaelitTii  were  employed,  and  a  strong  effort  made  to  cn- 
i-iniriigc  attendance,  but  with  indifferent  success. 

Jinny  nf  tli<i  colored  women  ant  obliged  to  repair  to  the  city  to 
supplenieiit  the  oaruings  of  the  men,  that  a  livelihood  may  be  gained. 
The  children,  left  much  to  themselves,  attend  scliood  as  tbey  see  fit, 
and  for  tin-  niont  part  their  int-linatioii  lends  them  t<>  stay  away. 

Til  some  of  tlie>!f  sections,  notably  New  Road,  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible for  tlie  trusteea  to  collect  the  local  school  tax,  and  difficult  for 
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the  teachers  to  obtain  what  is  collected.  The  people  of  this  section 
are  not  yet  c^^pable  of  self-government.  It  might  be  found  practi- 
cable to  place  the  collection  of  all  the  rates  for  the  support  of  schools 
in  sections  where  the  ratepayers  are  incapable  or  unwilling  to  enforce 
collecton,  in  the  hands  of  the  collector  appointed  by  the  municipal 
authorities. 

There  is  nothing  very  especial  to  rjsport  with  respect  to  the  work 
done  in  the  schools.  The  majority  of  teachers  w^ero  very  faithful 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  There  is  a  large  number  of  young 
and  inexi)erienced  teachejrs  employed  each  year.  Some  of  theee 
must  almost  inevitably  fail  and  discontinue  teaching  either  during 
or  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  number  of  complete  failures  is  hap- 
pily,  however,  not  very  large. 

Perhaps  the  most  imfortunate  feature  of  the  employment  of 
teachers  without  training  is  the  fact  that  experience  has  to  be  gained 
at  the  exj^ense  of  the  Aveaker  sections  whose  moans  prevent  the  pay- 
ment of  salaries  sufficient  to  obtain  good  experienced  teachers. 

While  it  may  be  difficult  to  frame  a  law  that  will  make  the  suj)- 
port  of  schools  fall  equally  upon  all,  and  distribute  equally  the 
benefits  of  education,  certainly  some  improvement  in  this  respect  is 
very  desirable.  There  are  sections  in  Halifax  County  where  the 
maintenance  of  a  very  poor  school  requires  a  very  high  comparative 
rate  of  taxation,  and  other  sections  where  the  support  of  an  excellent 
school  costs  each  ratepayer  a  very  small  sum  annually. 

The  relief  afforded  by  the  levying  of  a  uniform  rate  for  sehoolB 
by  the  municipality,  and  the  special  grant  to  weak  sections,  tends  to 
e4{ualize  taxation. 

There  are,  however,  many  sections  so  isolated  that  union  with 
other  sections  is  impossible,  and  only  by  considerable  effort  schools 
are  maintained. 

May  I  venture  to  suggest  that  ]K>sdibly  there  are  sections  where 
neither  Government  nor  municipal  aid  is  required  to  support  efficient 
schools. 

It  is  difficult  to  make  a  just  comparison  l)etween  the  work  done 
in  the  town  schools  and  that  of  the  miscellaneous  rural  schools.  The 
larger  salaries  paid  with  the  accompanying  process  of  selection  of 
teachers  should  give  a  much  higher  average  of  excellence  in  teach- 
ing. Good  buildings  and  equipments,  stricter  supervision,  and  more 
regular  attendance  on  the  part  of  the  pupils,  give  the  towii  teachers 
many  advantages  not  possessed  by  those  engaged  in  the  rural  schools. 
There  are,  however,  not  so  many  counter  attractions  to  distract  the 
country  pupil. 
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A  very  much  larger  proportion  of  the  pupils  studying  high 
school  subjects  in  the  rural  and  small  \nllage  schools  do  so  vdth  a 
view  to  becoming  teachers  than  is  tlie  case  with  the  high  school  pupils 
in  the  town  schools.  There  are  some  subjects  on  tlie  course — chem- 
istry for  example — that  are,  as  a  rule,  studied  under  very  great  dis- 
advantages by  the  rural  pupils.  In  the  absence  of  any  laboratory 
equipment  or  competent  instructor,  this  subject  is  found  to  be  diffi- 
cult and  uninteresting.  Ih  some  of  our  schools  little  else  is 
attempted  than  the  memorizing  of  general  facts  and  foi-muLee. 

The  Dartmouth  school  staff  has  been  strengthened  by  tlie  em- 
ployment of  higher  class  teachers.  I  regret  to  report  that  the  high 
school  work  has  dAvindled  to  small  proportions. 

Proximity  to  the  County  Academy,  and  free  passage  of  students 
in  the  ferry,  are  in  some  measure  responsible  for  the  lessening  nimi- 
ber  of  high  school  pupils.  Students  who  intend  to  complete  the 
high  school  course  deem  it  advantageous  to  enter  the  County  Aca- 
demy in  the  first  year. 

The  Halifax  Academy  has  now  more  students  than,  can  be  pro- 
perly accommodated.  It  may  he  found  nec^sary  to  teach  ninth 
grade  work  in  one  or  two  other  schools,  as  is  already  done  at  Alex- 
andra school.  More  individual  attention  c>ould  thus  be  given  to 
the  first  year  student  than  is  now  possible,  and  buildings  might  be 
chosen  where  the  pupils  could  conveniently  attend  two  sessioniJ 
daily.  The  one  lon^  session  at  the  central  institution  is  too  severe  a 
tax  on  the  energies  of  students  who  live  on  the  outskirts  of  the  city. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Graham  Cbeightox. 
To  A.  H.  MacKay.  Esq.,  LL.D., 

Superinloident  of  EdacaHon. 


Division    No.    2.— LUNENBURG    AND    QUEENS. 

IT.    11.    MacTxtosh,  Inspector, 

iSiK, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
schools  in  Division  No.  2,  comprising  the  counties  of  -IivuianbtttJK 
and  Queens,  for  the  year  ended  July,  1905: — 

The  scarcity  of  teachers  the  preceding  year  resulted  in  an  in- 
eroasoii  vote  of  fuuAiJ.  ior  ^c\\oo\  Y^\r\>osci*  at  the  annual    meeting. 
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Trustees  were  also  more  alive  to  the  securing  of  teachers,  so  that 
only  nine  sections  were  without  school,  instead  of  twenty  in  the  pre- 
ceding year. 

In  the  large  municipality  of  Lunenburg,  comprising  some  120 
sections,  only  one,  Bush's  Island,  had  no  school.  The  demand  on 
the  mainland  was  so  great  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to  secure 
teachers  for  the  island  schools. 

Four  sections  were  vacant  in  Chester  municipality.  Sherwood 
and  Beach  Hill,  small  and  isolated  sections,  failed  to  secure  teach- 
ers. Germantown  and  Harriston,  in  the  New  Ross  district,  are 
virtually  extinct.  The  former  has  only  one  family  ^vith  children  of 
school  age.  Harriston  will  likely  be  merged  into  Mill  Eoad  or  Char- 
ing Cross  section  in  the  near  future.  Some  of  the  Harriston  pupils 
attended  Charing  Cross  school  the  past  tenn.  In  fact,  conditions 
are  favorable  for  die  consolidation  of  five  of  the  New  Ross  sections, 
with  Charing  Cross  as  a  centre. 

In  Quecttis  county.  Dock  Cove  and  Denmark  were  vacant,  largely 
through  indifference.  Port  Mouton  Island  made  a  special  effort  to 
engage  a  teacher,  but  failed.  Albany  New,  a  small  border  section, 
had  only  three  or  four  children  that  could  attend.  These  nine  sec- 
tions without  school  represent  the  weakest  sections  in  this  division, 
and  it  is  only  a  matter  of  time  when  the  majority  of  them,  at  least, 
will  be  compelled  to  unite  with  neighboring  sections.  Four  of  them 
have  already  engaged  teachers  for  next  term. 

The  attendance  for  the  first  half  of  the  school  year  was  good, 
but  the  exceptionally  severe  winter  cut  down  the  attendance  of  the 
third  quarter  very  ])erceptibly.  The  year  close<l,  however,  with  an 
increase  of  282  pupilA  and  44,104  days  attendance. 

The  year's  work,  taken  as  a  whole,  was  satisfactory'  and  encx)ur- 
aging.  The  classification  of  schools  acx»ording  to  the  license  of 
teacher,  has  been  productive  of  good.  Sections  were  notified,  before 
the  annual  meeting,  of  the  class  of  teacher  require<l  for  the  next 
term,  and  in  every  instance  provision  was  made.  Tnistivs  consider 
it  a  move  in  the  right  direction.  The  teaching  staff  is  placed  where 
it  can  be  most  effective,  and  good  results  are  following.  The  graded 
schools,  and  most  of  the  miscellaneous  schools  in  the  large  and 
wealthy  country  sections,  are  in  charge  of  the  best  teadiers,  and,  as 
would  be  expected,  do  most  satisfactory*  work. 

The  weakness  of  the  schools  in  this  division  is  due  to  the  largo 
percentage  of  young  and  inexperienced  teachers.  I  am  tired  of 
repeating  this  year  after  year,  but  think  it  well  to  keep  the  fact 
before  the  public  eye.     The  number  of  our  new  tiewAv^T^  \\\^x^»Si^ 
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from  35  last  year  to  46  for  the  year  just  closed.  These  are  nearly 
all  untrained  and  without  experience,  and  are  to  be  found  in  the 
smaller  country  schools.  The  great  question  is  to  improve  this  type 
of  teacher.  The  town  and  village  schools  may  be  trusted  to  look 
after  themselves — our  fj^reat  care  must  be  to  supply  better  teachers  to 
the  smaller  country  schools.  It  takes  too  many  years  of  experiment- 
ing upon  luckless  pupils  to  develop  the  young  and  totally  untrained 
teacher  into  a  teacJier  of  any  value,  and  these  years  in  ihe  life  of  a 
pupil  are  too  valuable  to  be  wasted.  After  two  year's  probation, 
every  teacher  who  intends  remaining  in  the  profession  should  take 
a  course  at  some  training  school. 

It  may  be  well  to  here  mention  somjp  features  of  school  work 
coming  under  my  ()bser\'ation  that  are  at  least  common  enough  to  be 
quite  noticeable. 

Writing  receives  more  attention  than  formerly,  and  there  is  a 
very  gf^neral  improvement.  This  is  partly  due  to  the  correspondence 
and  comments  of  the  press  about  the  poor  writing  in  the  public 
schools,  and  to  the  fact  that  tlio  educational  papers  are  keeping  tne 
Value  of  good  penmanship  before  the  teachers. 

Arithmetic,  esj:)ecially  the  fundamental  rules,  is  generally  well 
taught.  We  cannot  say  that  there  is  any  noticeable  improvement  in 
reading.  Teachers  expect  that  the  new  Readers  will  create  a  new 
interest  in  reading.  The  pupils  are  waiting  patiently  for  the  new 
books,  and  we  hope  to  find  better  reading  next  term. 

Some  teachers  use  the  text-books  too  much  in  class  work,  especi- 
ally in  teaching  Geography  and  History.  The  successful  teaching 
of  these  subjects  depends  largely  u|K)n  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
lesson  to  be  taught.  ^lany  teachers  do  not  give  the  lessons  careful 
preparation,  and  consequently  do  not  know  intimately  what  they 
attempt  to  teach.  They  are  thus  compelled  to  resort  to  the  text-book 
and  in  this  way  encourage  in  tlie  pupils  the  practice,  so  much  to  be 
avoided,  the  memorizing  of  texts. 

Practical  Language^  Lessons,  having  in  view  ease  and  accuracy 
of  expression,  have  done  good  work. 

About  80  j)upils  sent  in  Nature  Observation  Sheets,  many  of 
them  most  com])lot(^  and  accurate.  This  means  that  only  about  one- 
third  of  tli(*.  teachers  are  doing  what  is  really  the  foundation  of  all 
succossfnl  Nature  Work,  and  which  all  have  the  ability  and  oppor- 
tunitv  to  do,  at  least  to  some  extent. 

Why  should  not  every  teacher  be  recpiired  to  make  a  record  of 
such  observations?  Every  \Hi^il  would  then  be  invited  and  e«- 
courag(Ml  to  o\)SOTve  aniV  Te\^oT\. 
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Too  many  teachers  attempt  the  work  of  a  niiscellaneous  school 
without  a  Time  T^ble.  Within  a  week  or  two  after  the  opening  of 
a  school,  the  teacher  should  have  sufficient  grasp  of  the  work  to  be 
able  to  apportion  the  time  so  that  each  subject  may  get  its  due  share. 
The  most  successful  teachers  invariably  do  so.  Others  do  not,  and 
poor  classification  is  the  result. 

School   Buildings   and  Premises. 

Riverport  is  about  completing  a  four  department  school-house, 
which  is  a  model  in  appearance,  convenience  and  comfort.  This 
building  is  not  scrimped  in  size,  as  is  too  often  the  case,  but  suffi- 
ciently large  to  give  airy  rooms,  wide  halls,  and  plenty  of  room  for 
clothes  closets,  etc.  Hardwood  floors  are  laid  throughout,  the  rooms 
are  perfectly  lighted,  and  the  equipment  is  of  the  best.  The  whole 
building  is  heated  by  furnace,  and  provision  made  for  thorough  ven- 
tilation. Only  a  few  years  ago,  a  miscellaneous  school  provided 
for  the  educational  wants  of  this  section.  The  fine  new  building 
marks  not  only  the  educational  but  the  material  and  industrial  pro- 
gress of  Riverport. 

Ctetson's  Cove,  directly  across  the  LaHave  from  Riverport,  will 
soon  have  firnished  a  modem  school  house  equal  to  that  of  Riverport 
in  every  respect,  except  as  to  size.  The  building  is  modelled  after 
plan  No.  3  in  the  Manual,  giving  two  large  school  rooms  and  good 
class  room,  besides  abundance  of  hall  space  and  clothes  rooms. 
Every  provision  is  made  for  proper  heating,  lighting  and  ventilation. 
The  hardwood  floors,  modem  furniture,  and  im[)orted  blackboards, 
make  reallj'  model  schoolrooms.  The  building  (X»cupie8  a  site  afford- 
ing one  of  the  finest  views  of  land  and  water  imaginable.  Besides, 
the  site  is  truly  historic,  looking  do\\Tii,  as  it  docs,  ujwn  one  of  the 
earliest  attempts  at  colonization  on  the  continent.  Here,  in  1(>32, 
Isaac  de  Razilly  established  a  colony  of  some  40  families,  and  two 
years  later  built  a  fort.  Fort  La  Heve,  which  played  so  prominent  a 
part  in  the  struggle  between  LaTour  and  Charniso.  Is  not  this  a 
fitting  time  to  have  the  name  of  this  section  changed  to  the  old  his- 
toric ^*  La  Have?" 

Caledonia  Corner  is  about  opening  a  new  school  house  exactly 
the  same  in  design  as  that  at  Getson's  Cove.  It  occupies  a  beautiful 
site  with  a  background  of  pines  on  the  eastern  approach  to  the  vil- 
lage. The  interior  arrangements  are  superior  in  every  way,  and 
the  visitor  is  scarcely  prepared  to  find  the  schoolrooms,  halls,  and 
cloak-rooms  finished  in  oak.  A  simple  plan  of  ventilation,  heating 
by  furnace,  and  hardwood  floors,  assure  plenty  of  good  air,  comfort 
cleanliuees. 

Theee  three  new  buildings  are  a  credit  to  the  sections  concerned, 
and  will  serve  as  object  lessons  to  others. 


78  REPORTS    OF    IXSPECTOHS. 


More  or  less  has  been  done  in  the  following  sections  by  way  of 
repairs,  furniture  and  painting — Bridgewater,  Mahone  Bay,  Con- 
querall  Bank,  Fannington,  Union  Square,  Pine  Grove,  Big  Lots^ 
Blandford,  Back  of  Lake,  Charing  Oross,  etc.,  iu  Lunenburg  countr, 
and  Kempt,  Greenfield,  Port  Medway,  Milton  and  Brooklyn  in 
Queens  county. 

The  outbuildings  are  kept  in  very  much  bettt^r  condition  than  in 
the  past. 

^Vll^lc  there  has  been  this  general  improvement  in  school  build- 
ings and  premises,  I  fear  the  same  cannot  he  said  of  the  cleanliness 
of  the  school  rooms.  In  too  many  instances  the  floors  are  dirty,  and 
desks,  window  ledges,  l>ooks  and  maps  ai*e  covered  with  dust.  Such 
conditions  are  not  only  disagreeable,  but  dangerous.  This  should 
not  Ix*.  so,  because  the  rooms  can  l>e  kept  clean  with  a  little  eflFort 
Dust  is  the  favorite  breeding  ground  of  germs  and  the  great  disease- 
carrier,  and  is,  no  doubt,  tlie  cause  of  many  of  the  epidemics  that 
close  a  numbcT  of  schools  for  we?ks  at  a  time.  We  believe  the  time 
is  opportune  to  eailist  public  support  rn  this  matter.  Many  trustees 
know  the  danger,  and  every  teacher  should  be  conversant  with  such 
simple  sanitary  requirements.  A  number  of  our  medic-al  men  have 
promised  their  support,  and  this  will  be  especially  helpful.  If  trus- 
tee?, teachers  and  pupils  take  the  matter  in  hand,  the  end  is  plainly 
in  sight — dirty  schoolrooms  will  be  a  thing  of  the  past.  Nejct 
term,  I  intend  to  address  a  circular  letter  on  this  subject  to  every 
trustee-board,  and  place  a  co])y  of  directions  of  the  same  nature  in 
every  schoolroom. 

The  scarcity  of  teachers  for  the  last  few  years  has  had  the  effect 
of  increasing  salaries  to  some  extent,  but  there  is  still  much  room  for 
improvement.  Compared  with  190.3,  the  average  salaries  of  female 
teachers  in  Lmienburg  Co.  show  an  increase  of  $13.34  for  B,  $3.23 
for  C,  and  $11.60  for  I).  In  Queens  (^o.  the  corresponding  increases 
were  $27.00  for  B,  $13.90  for  C,  and  $20.05  for  D.  A  number  of 
teachers  an*  going  to  the  Xorth-West,  having  acceptexl  situations 
there;  some  are  taking  up  other  vocations.  The  outlook  for  next 
year  is  tliat  t(»achers  will '  be  scaro4>r  than  ever,  and  we  anticipate 
some  (litticultv  in  filing  the  schools. 


The  ^*  Pension  Scheme  for  Teachers,''  discusser!  at  the  last  Pro- 
vincial Association,  and  to  come  before  the  Legislature  this  winter, 
is  a  matter  of  ^reat  moment  to  the  schools  of  the  Province.  If  such 
a  scheme  can  l>e  satisfactorily  and  fairly  worked,  it  will  go  far  tr>- 
wards  giving  ]K'nnanenev  to  the  teaching  profession.  Many  of  our 
best  toacliers  are  intc^'csted.  With  the  fc»cding  that  they  would  bo 
protected  from  want  in  their  old  age,  many  more  would  give  their 
full  strength  t-o  the  ])r<)f(ssiou  and  make  teaching  a  life  work. 
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Although  the  winter  was  most  unfavorable  for  travelling,  I  suc- 
ceoiled  in  visiting  all  the  schools  open  at  the  time  of  inspection. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.    II.    Macintosh. 
A.  JI.  MacKay,  Esq.,  LL.D. 

Superintendent  of  Education, 


Divisiox   No.    3.— YARMOUTH    AND   SHELBURNE. 

James    II.    Munro,    Esq.,  Inspector. 

SiK, — After  a  wnter  of  exceptional  severity  and  a  cold,  wet 
spring  and  summer,  one  might  expect  to  hear  of  a  decrease  in  the 
items  which  contribute  to  mark  a  successful  school  year.  But  hap- 
pily such  was  not  tlie  case.  This  year  there  were  more  schools,  more 
}mpils  registered,  more  days  taught,  and  a  larger  grand  total  days 
attendance  than  last  vear. 

SJvelbiirns  Co.  i^ar))iou(h  Co. 

Increase  of  schools 7         Increase  of  schools 2 

"  pupils 91  "  pupils 56 

days  taught  .      850  "           days  taught  .      529 

**      days  attendance .  306 1 2  "      days  attendance .  36632 

Considering  the  boisterous  nature  of  the  weather  the  attendance 
was  large  and  regular,  much  larger  than  could  have  been  anticipated. 
To  attend  school  in  good  weather  is  common-place,  but  to  attend 
when  roads  are  blocked  with  snow,  and  the  tops  of  fences  are  the  only 
safe  paths, — these  are  difficulties  which  prove  the  mettle  of  pupils 
and  make  them  feel  their  strength.  To  remain  at  home  tlien  were 
sheer  cowardice.  And  the  teachers  too,  last  winter,  were  equal  to 
the  occasion.  Another  featnn*  should  be  noticed: — The  year  was 
remarkably  healthful,  there  l)eing  a  complete  absence  of  epidemics 
of  all  kinds.  Even  spring  colds  were  more  rare,  and  detentions  at 
home    of  short  duration. 

In  speakiufi:  of  c^lds,  I  am  reminded  of  a  practice  which  should 
Ik?  stop|)ed.  In  some  sections,  contracts  are  given  to  provide  fuel 
and  make  fires  up  to  the  first  or  middle  of  May,  imder  the  presump- 
tion that  summer  being  so  near  fires  can  be  dispensed  with.  From 
personal  knowledge,  I  can  say  that  children  in  those  sections  suffer 
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much  from  the  cold,  and  as  their  parents  must  know  their  discom- 
fort and  liability  to  sickness,  the  law  should  interpose  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  children,  and  state  that  contracts  for  heating  the  rooms 
should  extend  to  the  end  of  June,  and,  barring  compliance,  the 
municipal  fund  should  bo  docked  for  May  and  June. 

Another  thing  essential  to  health  must  not  be  overlooked.       Of 
late  years  protests  have  been  made  against  allowing  dust  to  accumu- 
late in  rooms,    which  physicians  have    declared  to    be    a    fruitful 
source  of  disease.       To  eifect  a  sanitary  change  the  District  School 
Conunissioners   have  cooperated  with  mo  and  adopted  resolutions 
classing   dirty  with  delapidated  rooms,  and  threatening  the  same 
treatment.     In  other  words,  school-rooms  must  be  swept  and  furni- 
ture dusted  every  day,  if  the  public  grants  are  to  be  drawn.       The 
compulsory  attendance  law  is  useless,  and  in  most  places  forgotten. 
At  the  last  annual  meeting  it  was  not  noticed  in  some  municipalities. 
Never  having  been  enforced  it  inspired  only  temporary  fear,  and 
now  the  ratepayers  have  ceased  to  recognize  it  at  all.     And  yet,  a 
workable  compulsory  law  is  a  public  necessity;    in    fact,  it    would 
be  a  kindness  to  people  who  feel  that  their  children  should  have  an 
education,  and  yet  lack  the  determination  to  send  them  regularly  to 
school.     One  day  I  counted  six  children  sunning  themselevs  in  a 
sodded  ditch,  and  to  my  enquiry  why  they  w^ere  there,  each  one  be- 
gan his  story, — **  Mother  said  I  might,  etc.," — and  tlus  in  sight  of 
the  school  house.       Last  summer  1  counted,  from  a  school  window, 
seven  or  eight  children,  from  t)  to  13  years  of  age,  playing  on  the 
road,  and  the  teacher  remarkcnl  tliat  even  their  names  were  not  on 
the  register.     I.used  to  think  that  it  was  only  ignorant  parents  that 
were  neglectful  in  this  respect,  but  a  wider  experience  lias  taught 
me  better.     There  are  intelligent  people  who  intend  to  educate  their 
children,  but  in  the  meanwhile  thev  are  outgrowinfj'  the  grades  in 
which  they  must  be  classed,  and  the  outcome  is  that  owing  to  dis- 
parity of  size  and  age,  they  refuse  to  attend  school  at  alL     The  pras- 
pect  of  a  substantial  fine  would  help  these  people  to  overcome  their 
inertia,  and  rouse  them  early  enough  in  a  winter  morning  to  get  the 
children  ready  for  school,  even  if  they  have  to  travel  a  mile  or  longer 
distance  to  get  there. 

This  consideration  cannot  bo  passed  over  lightly,  for  irregular 
attendance  and  absence  are  among  tlie  greatest  evils  which  bar  the 
way  to  progress,  and  make  tlie  advancement  of  tlie  regular  attend- 
ants slow  and  unsatisfactory.  No  one  can  dispute  the  assertion  that 
compulsory  attendance  is  the  complement  of  compulsory  taxation. 

The  statistical  tables  show  tliat  there  is  no  increase  in  the  num- 
ber of  schools  taught  by  male  teachers.  In  1904,  twenty  were  em- 
ployed in  Yarmouth  county,  but  in  1905,  nineteen,  while  in  Shel- 
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buriie  county  the  number  stands  the  same  for  both  years,  namely, 
15.  Doubtless,  with  a  view  to  economy,  women  are  being  appointed 
in  places  which  from  time  far  back  have  been  occupied  by  men.  At 
Lockeport,  a  school  of  four  departments,  a  female  teacher  will  be 
the  principal ;  at  Hebron,  three  departments,  a  man  has  given  place 
to  a  woman ;  as  also  in  Arcadia  and  Ohio,  where  there  are  two  depart- 
ments each.  1  am  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  in  most  schools  the 
principal  should  be  a  man.  To  train  boys  of  a  certain  age  to  habits 
of  self-kjontrol  and  respect  for  law,  and  to  make  them  feel  that  they 
are  under  law  to  which  they  must  yield  prompt  obedience,  is  the^ 
way  to  make  them  law-abiding  citizens.  A  boy  whose  attitude  to 
his  teacher  reads,  "let  me  alone,  and  I  will  let  you  alone,"  is  getting 
ready  for  a  dubious  career.  No  one  doubts  woman's  fitness  to  train 
children  in  their  early  years,  but  in  the  advanced  rooms  a  power  is 
needed  that  can  compel  as  well  as  direct. 

The  Canadian  North-West  is  still  taking  away  our  teachers,    a 
dozen  at  least  having  gone  there,  six  of  them  men.     A  sphere  of  work 
that  appears  to  be  very  attractive    to  women    is  hospital    nursing. 
Every  year  some,  are  drawn  in  that  direction,    and  I  have  known 
teachers  with  very  fair  salaries  give  up  their  places  to  take  a  situa- 
•  tion  in  a  hospital.       Wliy  is  this  i     It  would  seem  that  the  confine- 
ment of  the  school-room,  the  constant  exercise  of  supervision,    the 
adaptation  to  varying  tempers,  and  above  all,  the  worriment  conse- 
quent on  the  habit  among  ratepayers  of  finding  fault,  create  a  dis- 
taste for  the  work  and  a  willingness  to  leave  it.     Whatever  the  cause 
there  is  always  a  readiness  to  make  a  change  when  another  way  of 
making  a  living  oifers  itself.     I  once  heard  an  eminently  successful 
teacher  remark  that  if  he  were  offered  a  civic  position,  which  was 
then  vacant,  he  would  gladly  accept  it,  though  the  salary  was  20  per 
cent,  less  than  that  which  he  was  receiving,  and  the  hours  of  work 
very  much  longer. 

There  is  not  much  of  a  commendatory  nature  to  be  said  about 
salaries.  In  Yarmouth  county,  all  the  classes  show  some  increase, 
except  D  (female)  ;  hence  there  is  a  decrease  of  $2.56.  In  Shel- 
burne  county,  the  only  increase  of  the  average  salary  is  in  the  B 
class,  male  and  female,  the  former  $9.00,  the  latter  $7.09.  What 
strikes  one  is  the  big  range  the  salaries  take  even  in  the  same  class. 
I^t  me  give  the  highest  and  lowest  salaries  for  women  in  both  coun- 
ties, excluding  the  to\^Tis: — 

Shdbarnp.  Ya  niwvfh. 

B               o  r>  BCD. 

Highest.. $225.00    »206.00  8160.00  8225!oO    $215.00    $210.00 

Lowest  .  .    140.00        85.00  67.00  165.00      120.00        80.00 
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In  some  sections  the  small  valuation  of  property  makes  it  im- 
possible to  pay  the  standard  salary,  and  were  it  not  for  the  special 
grants,  scIkk)!  could  not  be  kept  at  all. 

Three  new  schooHious(»s  are  finished  and  occupied.  The  one  at 
South  Side,  (^ape  Island,  consists  of  two  apartments,  large  and 
symmetrical,  has  hardwood  floors,  blackl)oards  all  around  the  rooms, 
spacious  lobbies,  grounds  leveKan<l  smooth,  witli  nice  fences  and  gates. 
Nothing  will  be  left  unfinished.  The  whole  cost  is  estimated  at 
$1800.00.  A  native  of  Caj^e  Island  is  no  ordinary  man.  He  is  tCK) 
•independent  to  admit  that  you  can  influence  him,  but  let  him  fix  his 
mind  on  an  enterprise  and  he  will  tear  through  every  diflaculty  that 
lies  in  his  way,  defiant  of  expens<^,  and  will  not  stop  until  his  ideal 
is  Idealized. 

Clark's  Harl)or  schoolhouse  is  another  illustration.  It  is  a  mag- 
nificent building,  considering  the  size  of  the  place.  Modem  in  all 
its  arrangemtnits,  it  lacks  nothing  for  comfort  and  convenience.  *It? 
flooi*s,  ceilings,  stairs  and  halls  are  fine,  l)Oth  as  regards  material  ami 
workmanshi]).  The  heating  apparatus  works  perfectly.  Principal 
Fox  assured  me  that  it  would  be  possible  on  a  cold  winter  day  to 
turn  on  a  heat  that  in  a  few  minutes  would  drive  everyone  out  of  the 
building.  The  construction  of  a  sewer  leading  from  the  building 
to  the  harbor,  the  clearing  of  the  grounds,  and  the  erection  of  fences 
and  gates  \v(a'e  under  way  at  the  time  of  my  visit.  Though  the 
schools  were  opened  only  about  the  middle  of  January,  it  is  gratify- 
ing to  state  that  the  work  was  good  in  all  the  rooms.  The  principal. 
Mr.  A.  I).  Fox,  IS  an  enthusiastic  teacher,  who  identifies  himself 
with  the  ]KH>j)le  and  coi^x^rates  with  them  in  their  social  unde^ 
takings. 

Having  done  so  much  for  the  exterior  of  education,  the  rate- 
payers should  make  a  resolute^  effort  to  insure  a  full  and  regular 
attendance*.  Every  l>oy  and  girl  should  l)o  stimulated  to  acquire 
a  good  common  school  education.  Indeed,  they  should  not  leave 
sc1km>1  until  they  have  mastered  the  ninth  grade;  the  more  ambitious 
can  go  further.  As  the  mc^ans  of  livelihood  are  at  their  doors,  the 
rare  sight  will  b(»  witnessed  of  educated  men  developing  the  resour- 
(»es  which  natun*  has  so  generouslv  provided,  thus  adding  to  the 
wealth  of  the  countrv.  One  such  is  worth  more  than  a  score  of  the 
avoniirc*  fl(Mlgeliiig  lawyers  or  (loctx>rs,  who,  a  Nova  Scotian  orator  de 
clannl,  were  so  iiunK^rous  that  the  woods  were  full  of  them. 

As  a  photo  of  the  Shelburno  Academy  has  already  appeared  in 
the  Journal  of  Education,  it  is  enou2:h  merely  to  name  it.     From 
basement  U>  top  it  is  well  and  comfortably  finished, — heated  witb 
furnace-^,  and  ventilnted  so  as  to  insure  fresh  air  contiuuouslv.     It 
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is  really  a  pleasure  to  pass  through  it  and  note  the  arrangement^^ 
But  the  improvements  include  more  than  the  building — ihej  com- 
prise a  fine  library  of  six  cases  of  books,  a  splendid  microscope 
(catalogue  price,  $176.00),  standard  works  of  reference,  appavatus 
for  experiments  in  physical  science,  etc.  A  generous  public  spirit 
has  been  awakened,  as  showTi  in  the  fine  gifts  which  have  been 
received.  A  young  man,  Mr.  J.  W.  MacCarthy,  holder  of  Class  B 
license,  sent  to  his  Alma  Mater,  from  the  West  Indies,  where  he  has 
been  very  successful  in  business,  a  cheque  for  $200.00,  and  supple- 
mented it  with  a  copy  of  the  latest  edition  of  Chambers'  Encyclo- 
l)edia  (value  $30.00).  Prominent  citizens  made  presents  of  valuable 
and  popular  books.  Teachers,  by  means  of  lectures,  concerts,  etc., 
raised  $100.00  and  upwards,  and  the  pupils,  by  ways  of  their  own, 
$30.00.  Evidently,  Shelbume  ratepayers  intend  their  schools  to 
be  up-to-date. 

Among  the  buildings  which  received  the  most  c^xtensive  repairs 
was  Bear  Point  school.  The  floors,  avails,  ceilings,  blackboards  and 
furniture  received  my  cordial  approval.  Ventilation  was  kept  in 
view,  which  is  regulated  by  the  upper  sashes  lowered  and  raised  on 
pulleys.  The  ratepayers  deserve  great  credit  for  tln^  good  work 
effected 

The  past  was  an  unusually  successful  year  witJi  Yarmouth  Co. 
Academy.  The  attendance  was  never  so  large  before?,  and  studious- 
ness  and  progress  were  all  tliat  could  be  desired.  The  Academy 
is  possessed  of  the  scientific  spirit,  and  further  provision  has  beei^ 
made  for  its  cultivation.  Another  room  has  been  opened,  and  the 
needed  accessories  supplied  in  order  to  have  a  biological  department. 
The  teacher,  Mr.  G.  1).  Blackadar,  is  quite  an  enthusiast  in  this  line, 
and  communicates  his  spirit  to  his  pupils.  In  this  connection,  he 
has  received  valuable  donations,  one  of  choice*  mineral  specimens, 
part  of  a  colle<»tion  iKdonging  to  the*  late  Dr.  Bingay  of  Westport. 
Mr.  Cliesley  Allen,  vice-principal  of  South  End  scIkx)!,  donated  his 
collection  of  native  birds,  srmie  of  which  are  very  rare.  The  value 
of  the  combined  collections  is  estimated  at  $250.00.  The  annua) 
meeting  for  the  distribution  of  prizes,  reading  competitions,  military 
drill,  addresses  of  leading:  citizens,  took  place  in  the  Royal  Opera, 
which  was  packed  with  an  interested  audience.  Tlie  student")  did 
their  parts  well,  and  elicited  much  commendation.  Perhaps  nothing 
attracted  more  notice  than  the  valedictory,  which  was  pronounced 
*»  bright  composition,  and  delivered  in  fine  style.  The  author  was 
Miss  Letha  S.  Allen. 

Principal  Kempton  is  an  excellent  organizer  as  well  as  an  able 
Irncher. 

Before  closing,  let  me  refer  to  the  common  schools  of  the  divi- 
sion.    At  no  '  ?:^c  have  the  schools  been  more  efficient,  or  have  A^htcl 
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better  worL  Teacliore  go  to  their  schools  feeling  their  responsi- 
bility, and  try  to  do  tlieir  best  in  the  dischar^  of  their  duties. 
Exceptions  there  may  be,  but  the  remark  is  true  of  most  of  them. 
Even  in  schools  that  are  not  satisfactory,  the  cause  is  not  neglect, 
but  lack  of  knowleilgo  how  to  do  their  work  better.  A  girl  17 
years  old,  and  without  the  least  training  for  her  work  as  a  teacher, 
cannot  be  expected,  unless  she  has  a  nitural  bent  that  way,  to  make 
a  satisfactory  sc»ho^l.  W  hat  yoimg  teachers  need,  and  should  have, 
is  a  good  drill  at  the  Normal  School  for  some  months,  and  the  law 
should  oblige  them  to  take  that  training. 

In  the  French  schools  English  is  still  taught  in  the  primary 
rooms,  and  in  some  good  progress  is  made.  As  a  primary  teacher 
Mr.  John  l^eBlani*,  Upper  Wedge,  does  excellent  work.  No  one 
seems  to  understand  better  the  advisability  of  the  children  learning 
both  languages  at  the  same  time;  just  as  they  learn  in  French  they 
follow  up  in  English,  in  both  languages  keeping  equal  pace.  As 
an  exercise  in  mental  arithmetic  1  read  a  question  of  thre^  or  four 
lines  out  of  my  own  book,  and  awaited  the  answ^er,  thinking  more 
of  their  ability  to  understand  the  English  than  of  the  difficulty  of 
the  question.  After  some  thinking  hands  were  raised,  and  the  cor- 
rect answer  was  given,  followed  by  an  explanation  in  good  English. 
Compare  this  with  what  I  saw  in  a  very  different  primary,  when  to 
my  simple  question  to  a  boy  eleven  years  old,  hoAV  old  are  you  ?  what 
is  your  age  ?  I  could  get  for  an  answer  only  a  stupid  stare. 

During  the  year  I  have  been  impressed  with  the  wonderful 
capacity  of  small  young  children  to  acquire  another  language.  At 
the  South  End  school  the  nice  reading  of  a  little  girl  prompted  me 
to  make  some  enquiry  about  her.  The  teacher  told  me  she  was  a 
Riissiftn  girl  who  camo  to  school  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  not 
knowing  one  \\'ord  of  Jjiglisli.  "  Now,"  she  added,  ^'  she  seems  to 
know  English  as  well  ns  the  English  children.''  In  Shelbume  town 
school,  T  asked  a  girl  to  w^rite  a  sentence  on  the  board  \yhich  I  dicta- 
ted, and  as  the  writing  was  very  neat  and  the  spelling  correct,  I 
wanted  to  know  who  she  was.  T  found  that  she  was  a  Norwegian  girl, 
and  that  she  too  came*  to  school,  knowing  no  English,  about  nine  or  ten 
iiKmths  Ix^fore,  and  I  was  told  that  T  would  find  two  or  three  others 
of  the  same  familv  who  were  equally  proficient.  I  could  mention 
other  cases,  ec|nally  surprising,  of  the  rapid  acquisition  of  English, 
which  go  to  show  that  having  a  second  language  to  learn,  the  younger 
Ihev  are  instructed  in  it  the  more  rapidlv  thev  learn  to  read  and 
sneak  it. 

A  word  in  regard  to  the  soecial  schools — Manual  Training  and 
Domestic  Science.  In  the  former  the  interest  does  not  8l<«oVen,— 
on  the  contrary,  the  pupils  are  more  devoted  to  their  work  and  mate 
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better  progress.  Mr.  Grant  has  introduced  several  improvements, 
giving  more  variety  and  adding  fresh  interest.  The  discipline  is 
exc(*llent^  and  no  time  is  lost,  not  a  minute,  in  maintaining  order. 
To  the  regret  of  all  that  had  an  interest  in  the  School  of  Domestic 
Science,  Miss  Margaret  Sterrit  resigned  her  place  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  Miss  Sterrit  has  all  the  qualities  which  make  a  successful 
teacher, — a  good  presence,  pleasing  address,  ability  to  insure  the 
earnest  attention  of  her  pupils,  and  to  inspire  them  with  the  desire 
to  master  the  details  of  every  lesson.  The  order  was  a  notable  fea- 
ture of  her  room,  scarooly  a  sound  in  handling  and  washing  utensils, 
or  in  moving  across  the  floor.  Miss  Sterrit's  place  has  been  takeni  by 
Mis3  Susan  E.  Archibald,  who  is  the  bearer  of  good  credentials. 

During  the  year  I  visited  each  school  throe  times.       With  senti- 
ments of  profound  esteem, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

James  H.    Munbo. 
To  A.  H.  MacKay,  Esq.,  LL.D., 

Supermtendent  of  Education.  ' 


FRENCH   SCHOOLS— YARMOUTH   AND   DTGBY. 

Rev.    J.    J.    SnxivAN,    t^pec'val  Visitor. 

Sir, — I  herewith  respectfully  submit  my  annual  Bni>ort  of  French 
Schools  for  the  year  ended  31st  July,  1005: — 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  say  that  I  find  throughout  this  district 
a  steady  increase  of  interest  in  education. 

Progress  is  much  more  perceptible  in  some  j)lace8  than  in  others, 
and  an  approximate  idea  of  the  standanl  can  only  be  obtained  by  a 
visit  to  each  school.  A  great  deal  of  fault-finding  is  indulged  in 
by  some  of  our  friends  in  the  neighbouring  Province  regarding  the 
state  of  French  scliools  in  Nova  Scotia.  It  is  quite  evident  from 
the  insipid  remarks  of  thos<^  clinmic  growlers  that  they  have  never 
put  foot  inside  a  school,  either  in  Clare  or  Argyle.  Tins  is  not 
surprising  at  all,  for  we  have  manv  within  the  l)orders  of  these  veiy 
municipalities  who  are  continually  nagging  at  the  board  of  Public 
Instruction,  but  whose  name  never  adorn  the  visitors'  column  of  out 
school  registers. 
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More  active  interest  on  the  part  of  the  public  generally  would  aid 
wonderfully  botli  pupils  and  teachers. 

An  occasional  word  of  appreciation  from  trustees,  parents  and 
clergymen  would  prove  very  helpful.  It  is  a  great  mistake  to  sup- 
pose that  a  kind  word  will  make  tho  teacher  "  stuck  up/'  and  anxious 
to  receive  an  increase  in  salary.  Wliatever  the  motive,  too  many 
lack  interest  in  their  own  schools. 

Fortunately,  all  are  not  alike,  for  we  have  very  many  parents 
who  are  devqted  to  the  education  of  their  children.  We  have  also  a 
few,  unfortunately  very  few,  public  spirited  educationists  who  en- 
courage in  a  practical  manner  both  children  and  teachers. 

A  pleasing  example  of  this  true  interest  was  given  this  year  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Foley,  of  Tusket  Wedge,  who  presented  handsome 
medals  and  prizes  to  every  class  in  his  parish  for  proficiency  in 
daily  work,  and  for  attendance.  This  laudable  method,  adopted 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Foley,  created  a  vigorous  and  refreshing  spirit  of 
emulation  not  to  be  found  elsewhere.  Should  Dr.  Foley's  good  act 
become  contagious  throughout  these  municipalities,  education  would 
be  more  popular.  The  Trustees  should  be  empowered  by  law  to 
expend  a  certain  sum  each  year  for  premiums.  These  rewards, 
though  inexpensive,  would  undoubtedly  prove  beneficiaL  Beyond 
town  and  city  limits  the  poor  scholar  receives  precious  little  encour- 
agement from  those  even  from  whom  much  is  reasonably  expected. 
Newspaper  articles  and  long  winded  speeches,  whose  echo  never 
reaches  the  confines  of  our  rural  districts,  cannot  be  expected  to 
do  more  than  tickle  the  pride  of  their  authors  by  adding  to  their 
notoriety.  Class  room  work  encouragement  is  the  only  criterion 
by  which  true  interest  in  education  can  be  measured. 

During  tho  year  tho  number  of  pupils  registered  was  3,225.  The 
average  daily  attendance  was  65  lyer  cent.,  which,  I  think,  is  about 
as  good  as  that  of  any  inspectorial  division  in  the  Province.  The 
weather  last  winter  in  these  parts  was  such  as  to  prevent  as  many 
attending  daily  a?*  might  otherwise  be  expected. 

Tlvo  above  fip^ures  at  first  sight  appear  even  more  satisfactory 
than  they  really  are.  The  fact  is,  that  the  numl>er  registered  should 
be  much  larger,  and  would  be  too,  if  certain  influence  were  brought 
more  actively  to  bear  upon  parents  to  induce  them  not  to  withdraw 
their  children  from  school  too  soon. 

It  matters  little  to  us  in  this  country'  what  may  be  the  custom 
in  rural  districts  elsewhere  as  to  tlie  age  at  which  boys  and  frirls  are 
supposed  to  give  up  school  to  face  the  responsibilities  of  life,  bot 
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it  should  be  the  duty  of  every  parent,  and  everybody  else  interested 
in  this  country,  to  encourage  the  rising  generation  to  continue  to 
draw  upon  our  educational  resources  as  long  as  possible. 

Our  Acadian  children  do  not  receive  the  full  benefit  of  our  sys- 
tem, because  they  abandon  school  too  soon. 

No  amount  of  fault-finding,  no  improvement  in  pedagogical 
methods  will  avail  our  Acadian  youth  as  long  as  the  present  habits  of 
parents  regarding  school  attendance  are  maintained. 

I  regret  very  much  that  the  idea  of  school  consolidation  does  not 
seem  to  meet  with  favour  in  these  counties.  It  is  a  pity  that  such  is 
the  case,  as  there  are  many  schools  in  poor  condition,  and  many 
teachers  insufficiently  paid  by  reason  of  the  multiplicity  of  sections. 
Efforts  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  to  unite  manv  sections  and 
create  healthier  ones  by  the  amalgamation  of  two  or  more  schools^ 
but  without  effect.  The  action  of  the  Board  of  School  Commis- 
sioners is  so  easily  undone  that  the  practicability  of  the  existence 
of  such  a  body  in  rural  districts  is  very  doubtful.  Their  authority 
is  so  limited,  and  so  easily  over-ridden  by  Trustees  and  by  petitions  of 
taxpayers  to  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  that  lately  it  is  a 
difficult  matter  to  interest  the  Commissioners  sufficiently  in  their 
duties  to  attend  the  annual  meetings. 

It  is  almost  unreasonable  to  expect  busy  men  to  drive  ten  and 
fifteen  miles  for  nothing  to  attend  a  mooting  of  the  most  uninterest- 
ing kind.  As  long  as  Trustees  enjoy  their  present  powers,  little  or 
no  improvement  may  be  looked  for  in  many  sections. 

Language : — Good  work  is  being  done  in  this  important  branch 
in  French  and  English.  Since  the  introduction  of  the  conversational 
method  in  the  primaries,  pupils  acxjuire  a  good  pronunciation  and 
grasp  more  readily  the  meaning  of  words.  To  obtain  test  results 
from  this  method,  it  is  of  primary  importance  that  pupils  be  underf 
instruction  by  a  teacher  of  their  own  language.  Nothing  more  pre- 
}>08terou8ly  absurd  can  be  ima^rined  than  the  attempt  at  tcachinic 
children  by  one  unfamiliar  with  their  language. 

Whatever  may  be  the  intention  of  parents  and  pupils  as  to  the 
scene  of  their  future  career,  our  system  of  education  is 'in ten 'W 
to  foster  a  love  of  home,  and  to  equip  our  children  to  gain  a  living 
and  be  prosperous  and  happy  within  the  borders  of  their  native 
Province. 

Grammar: — Many  of  our  teachers  complain  of  thp  difficulty 
they  have  in  te^iching  this  subject.  Their  work  would  be  easier  if 
they  depended  le*s  upon  tlie  text-book,  and  insisted  more  upon  the 
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pupil's  objaon'iug  the  facts  of  language  for  themselves.  They  should 
be  taught  to  regard  grammar  as  concrete  logic,  and  consequently 
greater  care  should  be  given  t)  such  methods  of  sentence  analysis* 
as  show  that  the  chsses  of  words  are  determined  by  the  nature  ofi 
ideas.  More  attention  to  parsing  and  analysis,  with  less  time  given 
to  verbatim  recitation  of  definitions,  would  render  grammar  less  ob- 
jectionable and  more  comprehensible  to  the  ordinary'  pupil. 

Owing  to  the  child's  misunderstanding  of  grammar,  and  of 
words  in  general,  composition  is  regarded  by  the  majority  as  an 
unacquirable  art^  !Many  of  our  schools  are  too  bookish,  and  children 
are,  too  frequently,  cruelly  tortured  memorizers.  Originality  of 
expression  in  class  is  almost  an  unknown  quantity.  A  little  relax- 
ation is  indulged  in  during  r€»oess,  however,  and  English  and  Frenck 
are  placed  in  a  crucible,  it  would  seem,  in  revenge  for  the  constrain- 
ing moments  of  the  class-room. 

Composition  is  difficult  at  all  times,  and  the  only  adoptable 
method  to  make  it  at  all  possible  to  childi'en  is  independence  and 
originality  of  expression,  and  faithful  avoidance  of  bookishness  and 
vulgarism. 

Reading: — Here,  too,  many  well-disposed  teachers  have  many 
difficulties  to  contend  witJi.     Thev  put  forth  their  best  efforts  but 

with  little  success.     This  is  duo  in  some  cases  to  the  fact  that  thev 

< 

do  not  begin  at  the  beginning. 

Naturally,  faulty  habits  of  pronunciation  exist  in  any  locality, 
and  the  different  faults  seem  to  be  peculiar  just  to  certain  localities. 
The  teaclH»r's  first  duty  is  t^)  correct  these  localisms. 

This  is  a  laborious  task,  (^peciallv  in  French,  as  the  daily 
pronunciation  in  vogue  among  the  Acadians,  of  their  mother  tongue, 
is  far  removed  from  the  mellifluous  intonation  ])ro]x*r  to  tlie  French 
language. 

Our  teachers  should  devote  a  little  more  time  to  the  studv  of  their 
own  language*.  Mis])rouounce(l  wT)rds  and  ungrammatical  expres- 
sions are  not-  uncommon  occurrences  among  teachers  even  in  class- 
room. 

This  is  unpardonable,  but  can  be  partially  accounted  for  from 
th(»  f'lct  that  only  a  very  indifferent  knowledge  of  French  is  required 
to  ])iill  tlirougli  sncoessfully  on  the  ])aperon  that  language  in  the 
Provincial  examinations. 

A])art  from  pronounciation,  ])Oor  articulation  is  very  noticeable 
in  manv  schools.     This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  no  instniction  is  ever 
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given  on  management  of  the  breath,  and  consequently  instead  of  the 
music  of  a  well-developed  vocal  power,  we  are  treated  to  the  sound 
of  so  many  squeaking  machines  given  witli  an  unnatural  break-neck 
velocity.  Teachers  should  avoid  that  over-strained  maimer  of  enun- 
ciation and  adopt  a  more  natural  manner  in  reading  and  speaking. 
Good  companions  correct  evil  habits. 

No  doubt  the  new  English  Reader  will  be  a  welcome  addition 
to  the  class-room,  as  being  at  least  now,  it  will  be  interesting  to 
those  teachers  who  have  been  handling  the  old  text-books  for  years. 
Just  how  much  this  new  series  will  aid  proficiency  in  reading  re- 
mains to  be  seen. 

We  are  still  looking  forward  with  hoj^eful  exi)cctancy  to  the 
advent  of  our  new  French  Reader?. 

Arithmetic: — This  subject  is  receiving  careful  attention  and  is, 
generally  speaking,  quite  in  keeping  with  the  entire  work  of  eacU 
grade.  Once  pupils  have  mastered  the  form  of  statement  t^uired 
of  them,  I  think  the  teacher  might,  without  loss,  dispense  with 
repeating  it  with  every  example. 

Perhaps  more  intelligible  work  would  be  done  in  some  advanced 
departments  if  the  fact  that  mathematics  is  a  unit,  having  many 
branches,  wore  emphasized  by  giving  side  by  side  algebraic,  geo- 
metric and  arithmetic  solutions. 

Geography: — In  the  teaching  of  this  branch  I  find  that  too  much 
use  is  made  of  the  text-book  and  to  the  faithful  memorizing  of  it. 
This  is  a  Avaste  of  time,  as  anybody  who  has  a  text-book  at  hand  can 
easily  find  what  he  is  seeking  for.  Before  undertaking  the  study  of 
general  geography,  one  should  have  a  fair  idea  of  physical  geography, 
as  well  as  of  the  toj)ography  of  the  land  and  its  natural  resource^,  so 
that  he  might  all  the  more  easily  understand  the  industrial  and 
social  conditions  of  ])laces  without  depending  entirely  upon  his 
memory  and  a  text-book.  To  interest  pupils  in  the  topographical 
stiifly  of  the  earth,  nature  study  is  a  great  help,  as  it  encourages  a 
habit  of  clcse  observation  by  directing  the  child's  attenton  to  the  exist- 
ence of  the  common  animals  and  plants  in  his  locality.  This  study 
can  1)0  made  a  basis  of  comparison  by  which  the  pupil  cm  familiar- 
ize himself  with  the  animal  and  plant  life  of  other  localities.  The 
same  method  niav  1k'  followed  as  to  social  and  industrial 
characteristics. 

Music: — Tt  is  a  delightful  recreation  after  the  day's  work  to  lis- 
ten t/)  the  singing  in  many  of  our  schools.  Teachers  and  pupils  are 
to  be  congratulated  upon  their  success   in  this  art     I  have  oft^tSL 
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Two  hundred  and  thiii;v-seven  schools  were  in  session  in  this 
division  during  the  whole  or  some  portion  of  the  ye-^r,  in  which  two 
hundred  and  fiftv-five  teachers  and  substitute  teachers  were  em- 
ployed.  This  was  five  more  than  were  in  session  during  the  previous 
year.  A  few  were  in  session  part  of  the  year  only  by  }>ennis'^ion, 
and  some  otliers  were  closed  for  a  portion  of  the  year  in  consequence 
of  the  scarcity  of  teachers  available  at  the  opening  of  the  year,  or 

for  other  valid  reasons. 

*^ 

The  greater  number  of  the  schools  were  found  to  be  in  a  fairly 
satisfactory  condition.  Some  were  classed  superior,  some  good,  and 
some  poor.  The  same  classification  applies  to  the  teachers  employed 
inasmuch  as  it  may  be  considered  an  axiom  that  the  "  teacher  makes 
the  school."  That  some  poor  schools  are  to  be  found  should  not  be 
considered  strange  when  the  large  number  of  inexperienced  and 
untrained  teachers  entering  the  profession  each  year  is  considered. 
This  year  forty-six  new  and  untried  teachers  entered  the  profession 
in  this  division.  During  the  preceding  year  fifty-two  teachers 
entered  ujx^n  this  work  for  the  first  time.  It  would  be  strange,  if 
out  of  so  manv  untried  teachers  a  few  should  not  be  found  to  be 
comparative  failures.  As  nearly  all  new  teachers  are  from  si.\teen 
to  eighteen  years  of  age,  the  wonder  is  that  there  are  so  few  f  nlures. 
More  maturity  and  a  little  experience  most  commonly  make  fairly 
good  teacliers  of  those  at  first  classed  as  poor.  It  is  to  be  regictted 
that  the  short  period  which  most  tea^'hers  remain  in  the  pmfes-^ion 
makes  so  largo  an  influx  of  new  teachers  each  year  necessary.  Ihi 
salaries  are  so  low  that  there  is  but  little  inducement  for  tenrhers 
to  remain  long  in  the  school-room.  This  condition  has  driven 
many  young  men  to  other  occupations  who  would  otherwise  eaigage 
in  teaching,  and  has  loft  this  sphere  of  labor  largely  to  you^^g  wo^en. 
Of  the  two  hmulrod  and  fifty-five  teachers  and  substitutes  employed 
in  this  division  this  year,  forty-seven  only  were  males.  The  remedy 
for  this  stato  of  affairs  lies  with  the  ratepayers.  The  Government! 
cannot  roa>*onal)ly  b(»  expected  to  <lo  more  than  it  has  been  doing. 
An  incroas(»  of  saliirii^s  to  good  tc'ichors,  and  the  enactment  of  a 
good  ])('nsion  law,  would  probably  induce  more  of  the  young  men  to 
ado])t  toachinir  as  a  lifo  profession.  A  ])en$ion  scheme  shouM 
dorivi*  S(iin(»  of  its  inoonio  from  tlio  Government.  The  small  remun* 
oration  rocoivo(l  hv  the  iiivat  majority  of  the  teachers  will  not  permit 
tlioni  to  0(!nlrihnt'»  lar^^ly  towar<ls  a  pt'nsion  fund.  Their  salaries 
will  ban^ly  sutfioo  for  ])ro<ont  nocossitios.  A  pension  fund  is  neces- 
sary to  niako  provision  fnr  sickness  and  old  age. 

It  nii<rht,  ])(M'ha])s,  bo  oonsidorod  invidious  to  eulogize  the  work 
dont*  in  ])art.ic\ilar  schools  tn  tlio  oxclnsion  of  others,  but  space  will 
not  |Hrniit  nio  to  mention  all.  As  tlio  ^lacdonald  Consolidated 
School  at  .Mi<l(lloton  was  ostablishoil  as  an  obiw^t  lesson  for  the  whole 
Provinoo,  it  is  <[nito  pro])or  that  I  should  ixifer  to  that  specially.    In 
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my  report  last  year  I  referrod  to  this  school  as  an  wuqualified  suc- 
eoss  from  an  educ.itional  point  of  view.  It  his  still  continued  to 
be  such,  and  has  fully  demonstrated  the  benetit  of  bringing  pupils 
from  outlying  sections  to  a  central  sehool.  Eleven  teachei's  were 
employed  during  the  year,  with  ^Ir.  George  H.  ^fcGill  as  principal. 
Three  of  these  taught  th(»  High  School  Grades,  six  taught  the  Com- 
mon School  Grades,  and  one  in  each  of  the  Mechanic  and  Domestic 
Science  dei)artment^.  The  whole  staff  proved  to  be  efficient  teachers 
and  did  excellent  work.  It  would  Ix^  surprising  if  such  were  not  the 
case,  with  the  facilities  for  work  which  thev  enioved.  Three  of  the 
teachers  held  Agricultural  (li]>lomas,  and  <lid  effective  work  in  that 
line  by  means  of  tlie  excellent  sehool  garden  on  the  premises.  The 
attendance  was  even  l)etter  than  during  the  previous  year.  A  larger 
county  grant  was  obtained  as  a  cons<»quenc*%  and  the  ci>st  of  con- 
veyance of  pupils  was  slightly  reduccnl.  Th(»  ultimate  fate  of  the 
school  is  problematical.  Another  year  will  tell  th(i  tale.  It  cannot 
be  maintained  witlumt  the  aid  of  the  ilacdonald  Fund,  imless  the 
sections  submit  to  a  much  higher  rate  of  taxation  than  at  present. 

The  other  graded  schools  in  this  division  did  excellent  work  in 
most  cases.  It  might  not  l)e  amiss  to  j)articularly  sj>ecifv  the  depart- 
mental schools  at  Annapolis  Koyal,  I)igl>y,  (Hiurch  Point,  Bear 
River,  Bridgetown,  and  J^awi-encetown,  in  all  of  which  t»fficieitf  staffs 
of  teachers  were  employed.  Annapolis  Royal,  Dlgby,  and  (-hurch 
Point  were  the  seats  of  the  County  Academies  of  which  A.  W.  L. 
Smith,  R.  F.  ^Morton,  and  Rev.  A.  F.  Amirault  were  resj)ectively 
the  efficient  principals.  Principal  Ruggles,  at  Bear  River,  Princi- 
pal Bustin,  at  Bridgetown,  and  Principal  Foote,  at  Lawrencctown, 
proved  to  be  the  right  men  in  the  right  places.  The  otlier  graded 
schools  had  some  efficient  to^ichers.  L(»st  th(»  tc^achers  of  the  Common 
Schools  may  think  themselves  slighted,  it  must,  in  justice  to  them,  be 
stated  that  there  were  in  those  schools  some  as  good  teachers  as  were 
to  be  found  in  most  of  the  graded  schools,  but  the  conditions  under 
which  they  worked  were  more  unfavorable  than  in  graded  scliools. 

The  number  of  school  gardens  re|K)rted  this  year  was  nine — seven 
in  Annapolis  county  and  two  iiii  Digby  county.  In  quite  a  numl)er 
of  sections  small  plots  or  beds  were  pre]>ared  on  tlie  school  grounds 
for  purposes  of  instruction,  as  well  as  for  ornament.  The  more 
important  gardens  were  at  Middleton,  at  Lawrencetown  and  at  Digby, 
each  of  which  were  in  charge  of  teachers  holding  Agricultural  diplo- 
mas. The  Agricultural  grants  were  drawn  by  Principal  Geo.  B. 
McGill  of  Middleton,  by  Principal  C.  Perry  Foote  of  Lawrencetown, 
and  by  Mr.  X.  W,  Hogg  of  Digby.  The  other  school  gardens  were 
,  in  charge  of  teachers  who  were  not  qu»difiod  to  draw  any  snecial  irrnnt 
for  work  done  in  connection  therewith.  As  hereinbefore  st'ite<l, 
there  were  three  teachers  employed  at  Middelton  holding  Agricul- 
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tiiral  diplomas,  all  of  whom  claimt^l  the  Agricultural  grant;  but 
according  to  the  construction  placed  upon  the  regulations  govemini^ 
such  cases,  one  grant  only  was  allowed  to  each  school  for  work  in 
connection  with  its  garden.  It  would  be  well  to  make  the  regulations 
explicit  on  this  point,  so  that  in  future  no  teacher  may  be  disappointed 
in  regard  to  the  payment  of  this  grant. 

Two  Mei'hiuiic  Science  schools  wen*  niaiut^iined — one  at  Middle- 
ton  and  one  at  Annaptdis  Royal,  and  were  taught  by  Reginald  W. 
Bent  and  Gerald  A.  I^oate  respectively.  Both  of  these  schools  were 
successfully  tiiught,  and  were  popular.  A  Domestic  Science  school 
was  also  maintained  at  Middletou  in  connection  with  the  Consoli- 
dated school,  and  was  presided  over   by  Miss  Annie   B.  Juniper,  an 

Hccomplished  English  lady,  specially  imported  by  Prof.  Robertson 
for  this  school.  Miss  Juniper  is  well-vcrse<l  in  all  departments  of 
domestic  science,  and  did  good  work.  This  department  was  not  very 
l>opular,  however, — not  because  of  any  lack  of  ability  on  the  part  of 
Miss  JuniiK^r,  who  was  an  excellent  teacher — but  l>ecaufle  many  of  the 
ladies  of  Mid<lleton  and  vicinity  are  well  versed  in  domestic  science, 
and  give  their  daughters  good  instruction  at  their  homes. 

The  2r»th  consec*utiv(;  annual  session  of  the  Teachers'  Institute 
for  tliis  insjx^ctorial  division  convened  this  year  in  Digby  on  the25th 
and  26th  days  of  ^lay.  It  was  to  have  been  held  at  Bear  River,  but 
on  account  of  dii)htheria  at  that  place,  it  was  decided  at  a  late  moment 
to  mec^t  in  Digby.  On  accjount  <»f  this  change  the  attendance  was 
less  than  on  former  occasions.  Between  90  and  100  teachers  were 
enrolle<l.  The  attention  of  those  present  was  called  to  the  hearing 
of  lessons  and  pajH»rs,  and  to  discussions  thereon  as  per  the  following 
programme : — 

1.  The  Thr«»o   It's    Principal  R.  F.  Morton. 

2.  Drawing Miss  Hattie  M.  Clarke. 

8.  Lessons  on  Dwinial  Fractions Mr.  T.  II.  Spinney. 

4.  The  Country  School — its  Discourage- 

ments and  Inspirations Miss  Mary  T.  Kinley. 

5.  School  Environment. — An  Address    Dr.  J.  B.  Hall. 
(k  Value    of    Domestic   Science    as  a 

School    Sul)ject Miss  Annie  B.  Juniper. 

7.  Mechanical  Drawing-L(»sson   Mr.  Gerald  A.  Boate. 

8.  Elenientarv  Science  ti>  Grades  VII 

and  Vlf  r   Mr.  W.  K.  Tibert. 

As  a  more  extended  aecoiuit  of  the  pr<XK*cdings  will  be  furnished 
by  the  Secretary  for  publication  in  the  Annual  Rt>port,  it  will  not 
be  neces-^arv  to  make  further  comments  in  this  connection. 
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The  work  of  consolidation  of  sections  does  not  make  rapid  pro- 
gress in  this  division.  It  is,  however,  being  considered  in  some 
communities,  and  may  in  time  result  in  something  tangible. 

Phenological  (>bser\'ations  were  not  so  generally  recorded  by 
teachers  as  one  could  wish.  About  the  usual  number  sent  in  their 
reports  from  various  parts  of  the  division,  which  reports  have  been 
forwarded  to  vou.  Wherever  this  wx>rk  has  been  undertaken,  it  has 
been  enjoyed  by  the  pupils,  and  has  preduced  good  educational 
results.  It  has  also  been  l>eneficial  to  the  teachers  who  have  under- 
taken this  work. 

Arbor  Day  and  Empire  Day  A\t»re  properly  observed  in  some  of 
the  schools,  as  I  should  judge  fn^m  the  accounts  sent  in  to  me  by  the 
teachers.  JManv  teachers  failed  to  send  notice  of  their  observance 
as  required,  but  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  these  days  were  observed 
by  many  who  neglected  to  send  me  a  statement  of  the  exercises  held. 

In  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  French  teachers,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  rcijuest  the  issue  of  pennissive  licenses  to  four  holders 
of  Grade  X  Scholai'ship  certificates  for  the  jirsi  half  of  the  year. 
These  persons  took  the  prescribed  course  at  the  Normal  School  dur- 
ing the  second  half  of  tlie  year  as  members  of  the  C  class,  and  were 
granted  C  diplomas  at  the  end  of  the  year.  They  have  since  obtained 
regular  C  licenses. 

All  schools,  with  two  exceptions,  were  inspected  during  the  year, 
and  to  some  a  second  visit  was  made.  The  two  schools  referred  to 
were  situated  in  remote  parts  of  this  division,  and  were  not  in  session 
during  the  time  of  my  tour  in  their  vicinity.  In  one  of  these  cases 
I  found  the  school-house  occupied  as  a  polling  booth  on  election  day, 
and  the  teacher  and  pupils  relieved  of  their  duties  on  that  account 

Xo  special  reference  has  bwm  made  to  the  French  schools  of  this 
division.  As  the  special  visitor  vAM  probably  make  a  full  report  on 
these  schools,  it  does  not  seem  nwessary  to  occupy  space  in  this  report 
for  that  purpose. 

The  statistical  tables,  carefully  compiled  from  the  annual  returns 
for  the  year,  liave  been  forwardetl  to  vour  office.  These  tables  con- 
tain  much  information  which  it  does  not  seem  necessary  to  elaborate 
in  a  written  rei>ort. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.     S.     MOESE. 

A.    H.   Mai  Kay,  LL.D. 

Superintendent  of  Education,  N.  8. 
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Divisiox  :So.  5.— HANTS  AND  KINGS. 

Coi.iN    W.   RoscoK,   M.  A.^   Insperior, 

Sir, — The  followinij  report  of  the  schools  in  Inspectorial  Division 
No.  5,  for  the  tenn  ended  July  31st,  11)05,  is  resix>ctfnlly  submitted 
for  vour  consideration. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-three  schools  have  been  in  operation  for 

some  part  of  the  term.     In  these  have  been  employed  271  teachers, 

three  licensed,  and  one  unlicensed  assistant.     These  were  classed: — 

A  8,  B  60,  C  117,  I)  77.     Male,  20 ;  Female,  261 ;  Total,  271.     The 

number  of  pupils  enrolled  was  9,411).     The  attendance  made  by  these 

aggregated  1,060,386  days.  Fifty-four  new  teachers  were  employed, 

and  121  have  taught  ]es?»  than  three  years.     The  schools  of  these 

were,  in  most  cases,  as  g(M)d  as  could  be  expected  from  those  with  no 

more  experience.     The  trained  and  ex|X5rienced  teachers  have  been 

faithful,  and  made  g<x)d  schools.   Improvement  has  been  made  in 

many   din^cticms.     Every  year  in   repairs,  furniture,   outbuildings, 

equipment,  school  libraries,  etc.,  advancement  is  made.     The  schools 

are  doing  work  that  was  not  expected  of  them  twenty-five  years  ago. 

The  number  and  success  of  the  candidates  taking  the  Provincial 

Examinations  indicate  the  character  of  the  work  done.     Creditable 

papers  are  put  in  on  French,  Latin,  German,  Greek,  Mathematics, 

Literature,  Science,  etc.,  etc.     The  candidates  who  write  these  papers 

come  largely  from  the  Academies  and  High  Schools,  but  often  from 

the  ungraded  rural  schools.     Where  papers  are  examined  by  those 

who  do  not  know  the  candidates  whose  papers  they  are  marking,  it 

becomes  a  real  test  of  the  work  dona     In  this  division,  1,224  pupils 

studied  in  the  High  Sch(X)l  grades  during  the  year.     It   may  he  of 

interest  to  note  that  757  of  these  were  in  Grade  IX,  320  in  Grade 

X,  and  147  in  Grade  XI.     From  the  County  Academies  and  the 

advanced  departments  of  High  Schools  came  633  of  these,  graded  a? 

follows:— 329  Grade  IX,  196  Grade  X,  and  108  Grade  XL     From 

departments  doing  only   Higli   School  work  came   320.      From  tlw* 

foregoing  it  will  be  soon  that  591  of  those  are  from  \mgraded  niral 

schools. 

Of  the  253  schools  in  session,  73  were  open  for  the  full  term  of 
210  days;  138  for  200  days;  and  all  averaged  203  days. 

Tliero  wore  30  graded  schools  representing  91  departments.  Ip 
reports  in  the  past  I  have  particularized  somewhat  in  reporting  each 
sdiool.  To  do  so  now  would  he  to  re]x^at  much  of  what  T  then  said. 
I  shall  theroforo  confine?  myself  to  a  few  special  cases. 
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Pine  Woods  section  has  passed  another  year  without  a  school. 
It  is  a  colored  population,  principally,  that  is  found  here.  The 
section  is  so  situated  that  it  might  be  divided  into  three  parts  aad 
joined  to  Kentville,  Steam  Mill,  and  Upper  Church  Street  sections ; 
and  no  pupil  would  be  more  than  one  and  one-half  miles  from  the 
school  house  in  either  of  the  sections.  However,  the  people  in  these 
sections  object.  The  hall  used  for  some  time  for  a  school  has  been 
destroyed  by  fire,  and  there  is  now  no  other  building  except  the 
church  where  school  can  be  held,  and  the  trustees  of  this  building 
will  not  let  it  for  school  purposes.  There  are  a  few  white  people 
in  the  section  who  have  some  means  but  most  of  them  stand  aloof, 
and  the  colored  people  cannot  manage  without  them.  There  are 
about  50  children  who  ought  to  attend  school  and  they  are  virtually 
shut  out  from  all  the  surrounding  schools.  Some  special  treatment 
must  be  applied  in  this  case  in  order  to  provide  a  school.  From  the 
School  Land  Fund  and  the  County  Fund  the  teacher's  salary  can 
be  paid ;  but  for  incidental  expenses  and  to  provide  a  school  house 
there  is  no  way  unless  the  section  can  be  brought  into  line  and 
worked  from  the  outside.  Special  legislation  seems  necessary  to  do 
much  here. 

Another  case  of  preventing  a  school  is  found  in  Xorth  River 
section.  Kings  county.  A  few  people  of  some  means  oppose  any 
movement  for  a  school  because  the  burden  of  it,  if  established,  must 
come  upon  them.  They  have  influence  enough  to  prevent  the  section 
from  getting  and  keeping  a  full  board  of  trustees,  and  from  voting 
money  to  build  a  school  house  and  keeping  up  a  school.  Some  new 
device  will  have  to  be  tried  here. 

In  cases  of  this  kind  some  special  power  might  be  given  the 
school  commissioners,  or  their  charman,  or  the  inspector,  so  that  the 
property  of  the  section  can  be  made  to  contribute  to  the  keeping  up  of 
a  school.  If  after  the  refusal  for  a  reasonable  time  to  establish  a 
school  some  authority  can  be  called  into  existence  to  compel  the 
section  to  do  its  duty,  or  to  immerse  the  section  in  a  sum  sufficient 
to  do  so,  it  will  result  in  good,  after  a  time,  in  teaching  such  people 
their  duty  to  their  neighbors. 

By  vote  of  the  school  commissioners  of  West  Hants,  the  site  and 
grounds  of  St.  Croix  section  were  condemned,  and  that  section  re- 
quired to  provide  suitable  grounds  and  move  the  school  house  thereon. 
The  site  condemned  joined  the  cemetery,  which  was  only  a  few  feet 
from  the  house  and  sloped  abruptly  towards  it.  The  ground  con- 
tained but  a  few  rods  and  was  situated  in  a  triangular  form  between 
two  roads  and  the  cemetery,  having  a  sharp  descent  from  one  road 
and  from  the  cemetery.     It  was  covered  with  stones  and  the  cattle 
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were  allowed  to  roam  over  it.  In  fact  it  wa8  a  thoroughfare.  The 
situation  was  objectionable,  and  from  a  sanitary  point  of  view  it 
was  not  at  all  good.  A  site  and  grounds  have  been  purchased  that 
will  meet  the  requirements.  Kecently  some  of  the  ratepayers  of  the 
section,  living  near  Newport  Station,  have  gotten  up  a  petition  to 
have  the  section  divided.  There  is  now  a  good  graded  school,  and  no 
pupil  is  more  than  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the  present  school  house. 
Such  a  di\nsion  would  dispense  with  the  graded  school  and  establish 
two  ungraded  ones  in  its  stead.  Efforts  were  made  to  call  a  special 
meeting  of  the  school  commissioners  to  consider  this  case.  I  dis- 
couraged this  on  the  grounds  that  the  C.  P.  I.  had  recommended 
that  such  changes  when  made  be  made  only  at  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  board,  and  cautioned  that  arrangements  made  and  contracts 
entered  into  under  authority  of  the  annual  school  meeting  of  the 
section  cannot  be  interfered  with.  That  if  the  matter  must  come 
before  the  board  it  should  come  at  its  annual  meeting,  and  that 
nothing  could  be  gained  by  having  a  special  meeting,  and  that  any 
alterations  made  cannot  take  effect  till  the  b^inning  of  the  next 
ensuing  school  year.  I  must  contend  against  going  back  from  large 
sections  and  graded  schools  to  small  ones  and  ungraded  schools.  I 
cannot  think  that  one  and  a  half  miles  or  even  two  miles  an  unreason- 
able distance  to  travel  to  get  to  a  good  graded  school. 

Kentville  has  erected  a  good  building  for  the  Manual  Training 
and  Domestic  Science  school.  These  schools  have  had  a  successful 
year  under  Mr.  Charles  I.  McNab  and  Miss  Helen  McDougall. 
They  also  teach  similar  schools  for  half  of  each  week  in  Windsor. 
Principal  Robinson  retires  from  the  school  to  complete  his  senior 
year  at  Acadia  University.  The  town  school  board  pressed  him  to 
remain.  He  has  done  excellent  work  in  tlie  school.  Any  section  that 
can  secure  his  services  after  he  graduates  will  be  fortunate. 

Berwick  has  had  Mr.  Angus  ^IcLeod  as  principal  for  the  past 
year.  His  work  was  appreciated  and  his  grade  XI  pupils  made  a 
fine  record  at  the  Provincial  Examination.  Nine  out  of  ten  passed 
with  high  marks.  He  is  engaged  as  mathematical  teacher  in  Pictou 
Acadeinv  next  vear. 

Some  special  work  in  music  was  done  in  the  Wolfville  school  by 
Mrs.  Parker,  for  Grades  II.  and  III.  She  taught  these  children  to 
road  music  and  sing  by  the  staff  notation.  Her  success  has  convinced 
the  board  that  she  understands  music  and  has  an  aptitude  for  teach- 
ing it.  She  lias  been  engaged  to  take  charge  of  the  same  department 
she  taught  last  year,  and  teach  the  music  in  three  departments  of 
tlie  school.  So  much  time  is  lost  by  teachers  trying  to  teach  subjects 
they  are  not  fitted  to  teach  that  the  question  arises  whether  speciiJists 
could  not  be  euiployod  to  advantage  to  teach  music  and  drawing  as 
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well  aa  nature  lessons.  This  can  be  done  well  in  graded  schools, 
and  often  a  teacher  can  teach  in  two  or  more  schools  with  little 
difficulty. 

Miss  Etta  J.  Yuill,  M.  A.,  has  retired  from  the  Wolfville  school, 
because  she  felt  she  could  not  afford  to  teach  for  the  salary  paid. 
She  taught  in  this  school  for  eight  years.  Her  time  for  some  years 
has  been  divided  between  grade  VIII.  or  the  preparatory  depart- 
ment, and  the  High  School  pupils,  to  whom  she  taught  English.  Her 
work  has  always  been  prepared  and  taught  in  a  manner  to  awaken 
and  stimulate  the  thoughtful  attention  of  her  pupils.  She  has  been 
a  source  of  great  strength  to  this  school.  She  has  done  the  kind  of 
work  that  is  needed  in  laying  the  foundation  of  a  good  English 
course.  I  regret  to  lose  her  from  the  schools  of  my  inspectorate. 
She  goes  west,  where  the  salaries  paid  draw  our  best  teachers  from 
us.  I  hope  trustees  will  soon  find  out  the  grand  mistake  they  are 
making  in  parting  with  so  many  of  our  best  teachers  to  save  a  few 
dollars. 

Our  Teachers'  Institute  was  held  in  Hant«port,  on  the  two  days 
preceding  Grood  Friday.  The  attendance  and  interest  were  good.  As 
the  secretary  will  report,  but  few  words  will  be  expected  from  me. 
We  missed  the  Superintendent  of  Education,  who  is  regarded  as  a 
friend  and  welcomed  by  all  the  teachers.  He  had  planned  to  come 
but  was  called  awav  by  the  death  of  his  mother.  We  were  much 
aided  by  Miss  Jimiper  of  the  Consolidated  school  of  Middletom; 
Prof.  Dahl  from  King's  College,  and  Dr.  E.  M.  Kierstead  from 
Acadia  University.  The  teachers  were  interested  and  did  their  part 
as  usual  in  sustaining  the  reputation  of  our  Institute.  The  exhibits 
from  the  Domestic  Science  and  Manual  Training  schools,  as  well 
as  the  drawing  and  writing  from  the  schools,  attracted  much  atten- 
ion.  The  Institute  was  successful  in  everj*  way.  It  will  hold  its 
next  session  in  Wolfville. 

The  draft  upon  us  for  teachers  from  the  West  is  being  felt 
Those  who  go  are  from  the  higher  classes,  and  we  are  left  with  more 
new  and  inexperienced  teachers  at  home.  These  do  well,  perhaps, 
for  the  first,  but  the  keeping  of  the  registers  and  making  out  of 
returns  show  manv  defects.  A  careful  studv  of  all  the  remarks, 
notes  and  regulations  printed  in  the  resrister  and  on  its  last  page 
would  prevent  many  a  blunder.  I  found  some  of  the  returns  so  bad 
that  I  was  compelled  to  send  new  blanks  and  ask  for  new  returns. 
The  new  ones  were  not  good.  It  would  save  much  time  and  expense 
if  teachers  would  post  their  rf^isters  daily,  revise  them  at  the  end 
of  the  term,  and  then  take  a  little  more  time  than  they  do  now  to 
make  their  returns  exactly  correct,  and  then  mail  them  to  the 
Inspector. 
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I  have  to  report  the  erection  of  a  very  good  school  house  for  the 
section  in  East  Halls  Harbor.  The  section  needed  a  house  and  did 
not  build  too  soon,  but  they  have  done  nobly,  and  have  set  an  example 
for  other  sections  of  their  rank. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Colin  W.  Roscoe. 
A.   H.   MacKay,  LL.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 


Division  No.   6.— ANTIGONISH  AND  GUYSBORO. 

A.  G.  MacDonald^  M.  A.,  Inspector, 

SiR^ — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  schools 
of  Division  No.  6,  comprising  the  counties  of  Antigonish  and  Guya- 
boro,  for  the  year  ended  July,  1905. 

The  number  of  school  sections  remained  the  same  as  during  the 
preceding  year,  namely,  171.  Of  this  number  79  are  in  the  county 
of  Antigonish,  and  92  in  the  county  of  Guysboro. 

For  the  year  ended  July,  1904,  I  had  to  report  24  sections  as 
being  without  school  in  Guysboro  county,  and  22  in  AAtigonisk 
county.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  a  decided  improvement,  in 
this  respect,  for  the  year  just  ended,  the  number  of  sections  without 
school  in  Guysboro  county  being  only  12,  and  in  Antigonish  coimty 
15,  or  27  in  all. 

The  schooUess  sectioJiB  in  Guysboro  coimty  were: — Glencoe, 
Alder  River,  South  Merland,  Yankee  Cove,  Larry's  River  West, 
Larry's  River  East,  Gainmond's  Point,  Smithfield,  Cameron's  Settle- 
ment, Greenfield,  West  Liscomb  and  HoUin's  Harbor;  and  in  Anti- 
gonish county: — Dunmagless,  Brown's  Mountain,  Maple  Ridge, 
William's  Point,  Lower  West  River,  Stewart's  Mills,  Mayfield, 
Lower  Brierly  Brook,  Beech  Hill,  Pinedale,  Big  Marsh,  Tracadie 
^^Colored",  Middleton,  Morven  and  College  Grant 

In  my  special  report  on  these  sections  you  will  observe  that  a 
large  number  of  them  have  very  few  or  no  pupils,  while  in  many 
cases  the  fewness  amd  poverty  of  the  ratepayers  are  such  as  to  |Jwe 
even  the  commonest  school  beyond  their  reach.     Six    only  of  Ac 
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twenty-seven  sections  endeavored  to  get  teachers,  and  they  failed  in 
their  efforts,  put  forward  at  a  late  hour,  either  because  of  scarcity 
of  teachers  or  because  the  salaries  offered  were  too  small.  Indeed^ 
were  it  not  that  many  of  these  sections  have  defined  bounds,  a  name 
and  a  number  on  the  section  book,  and  that  one  has  to  regard  them 
as  having  a  corporate  existence  while  they  are  allowed 
to  remain  on  the  official  list  of  sections,  no  harm  could 
possibly  result  from  a  complete  suppression  of,  at  least,  one-third  of 
them.  To  provide  school  facilities  for  the  few  children  in  these 
semi-depopulated,  schoolless  sections  is  a  difficult  matter.  Incorpor- 
ation with  stronger  neighboring  sections,  and  the  conveyance  of 
children  during  six  or  seven  months  of  the  year,  or  while  roads  are 
in  a  fairly  passable  condition,  would  seem  to  be  the  best  solution. 
A  dutiful  sacrifice  on  the  part  of  parents,  with  some  financial 
assistance  from  the  provincial  school  grant  and  from  the  county 
fund,  ought  to  solve  the  question  of  cost.  The  amendment  to  section 
three  of  the  Education  Act,  passed  duriug  the  session  of  1903-4, 
deals  satisfactorily  with  the  subject,  if  sections  not  maintaining,  or 
not  able  to  maintain  schools,  come  properly  within  the  scope  of  the 
amendment. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  the  various  school  boards  in  my 
inspectorial  division  are  keenly  alive  to  the  difficulty  which  con- 
fronts them  in  the  matter  of  these  schoolless  sections.  The  power 
conferred  on  them  by  the  Legislature  will  be  fearlessly  exercised, 
whenever  it  becomes  plain  that  children  of  school-going  age  in  such 
sections  cannot  otherwise  receive  satisfactory  educational  advantages. 

The  Antigonish  Board,  at  its  last  annual  meeting,  took  a  forward 
step  by  consolidating  the  sections  of  Lower  West  River,  Saltsprings, 
and  Lower  Glen  Road.  The  first  mentioned  has  not  had  a  school 
for  seven  years,  on  account  of  the  fewness  of  children  in  the  section ; 
the  second,  for  the  same  reason,  had  a  school  but  intermittently  for 
several  years ;  and  the  third,  at  best,  could  maintain  but  a  weak  schooL 
Ii  all  three  cases  the  school  buildings  were  old,  outworn  and  discredit- 
able to  agricultural  settlements,  not  otherwise  surpassed  for  thrift 
and  intelligence  in  the  whole  coimty.  With  a  good,  modem,  well- 
appointed  school  house,  and  a  good  school  all  the  year  round,  the 
children  of  this  consolidated  section  will  enjoy  school  facilities  rarely 
to  be  found  in  rural  districts.  And  I  am  convinced  that  the  rate- 
payers will  find  that  the  rate  of  taxation  will  be  lowfer  than  the  aver* 
age  of  the  ordinary  rural  section. 

The  Guysboro  Board  imited,  or  rather  reunited,  into  one  section 
the  two  sections  of  Larry's  River.  Some  fifteen  years  ago  great 
pressure  was  brought  to  bear  on  the  Board  by  petitions  and  personal 
representations,  with  a  view  to  dividing  the  settlement  of  Larry's 
River  into  two  sections.     Yielding  to  this  popular  clamor,  the  sec- 


102  REPORTS    OF    INSPECTORS. 

*  - 

tion  was  accordingly  divided,  with  results  that  have  abundantly 
shown  the  unwisdom  of  the  step.  Last  year  both  sections  were  with- 
out schools. 

In  Antigonish  county  64  sections  had  schools  in  oi)eration,  the 
total  number  of  separate  departments  being  81,  or  an  excess  of  7  over 
the  preceding  year. 

The  total  attendance  was  2,800  as  against  2,642  the  year  previous, 
and  the  proportion  of  population  in  school  was  1  in  every  4.8,  as 
against  1  in  every  5.1  the  year  before. 

In)  Guysboro  county,  80  sections  had  schools  in  95  separate 
departments,  or  12  more  than  in  the  preceding  year. 

The  total  enrolment  was  3,716,  as  against  3,283  the  year  before, 
being  1  in  every  4.9  of  the  population,  while  the  previous  year  the 
proportion  was  1  in  every  5.5. 

The  total  days'  attendance  by  all  pupils  in  Anticonish  county 
for  the  year  just  ended  was  285,101,  and  for  the  preceding  year, 
269,017;  and  in  Guysboro  county  the  corresponding  numbers  were 
393,563  and  344,450. 

Although  the  total  number  of  separate  departments  in  both  coim- 
ties  was  only  176,  there  yrere  184  teachers  and  substitutes  employed 
during  the  year.     This  number  was  made  up,  by  classes,  as  follows: 

4  A's,  19  B's,  66  C's,  and  95  D's.  Of  males  there  were  4  A's,  7 
B's,  12  C's,  and  15  D's;  and  of  females,  there  were  12  B's,  54  C's, 
and  80  D's,  or  38  of  the  former  sex  and  146  of  the  latter.  Of  the 
total  number  60  only  had  Normal  School  training. 

I  subjoin  in  a  tabulated  form  the  average  annual  salaries  paid  the 
C  and  D  teachers  during  the  last  five  years.  These  classes  of  teachers 
constituted  over  85  per  cent,  of  the  total  teaching  staff  employed  in 
my  division.  It  is  unnecessary  to  give  the  salaries  of  the  four  aca- 
demic teoichers  in  charge  of  the  two  County  Academies,  for  they  are 
fairly  unifonn,  the  minimum  being  practically  fixed  by  law ;  nor  do 
I  wish  to  create  a  false  impression  l)y  giving  the  average  salaries  paid 
the  B  teachers  in  the  service,  for  while  a  number  of  them  receive  a 
good  average  salary,  there  are  others,  who,  for  reasons  that  need  not 
be  statod  here,  are  willing  to  teach  for  a  very  trifling  sum  indeed. 

Year.  C   Male.  C.  Female.  D  Male.  I>.  Female 

1901  $233.37    $220.90    $168.30    $15r6.52 

1902  224.00     212.40     165.04     165.50 

1903  233.08     209.05     178.15     163.32 

1904  ; 247.57     229.83     173.71     183.40 

1905  254.^5     ^'IS^.^^     184.49     174.29 
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From  this  table  we  find  that,  though  the  tendency  is  in  the  right 
direction,  the  increase  on  an  average,  in  five  years  for  C  males  has 
been  only  $20.98;  for  I)  males,  $10.19;  for  C  females,  $8.66;  and 
for  D  females,  $7.77.  This  increase  is  pitifully  small,  and  not,  by 
any  means,  in  keeping  either  with  the  increased  cost  of  living,  or 
with  the  increase  in  the  value  of  other  classes  of  labour,  whether 
skilled  or  unskilled. 

Xew  school  houses,  superior  in  every  respect  to  their  predecessors, 
were  occupied  for  the  first  time  in  the  sections  of  Queensport,  Middle 
Liscomb  and  Upper  Whitehead.  Sherbrooke,  also,  on  representa- 
tions made  by  me  to  the  energetic  Secretary  of  the  section,  W.  H. 
Macdonald,  Esq.,  provided  and  equipped  a  han<l8ome  room,  to  be 
used,  hereafter,  as  a  primary  department,  thus  making  the  school  a 
very  efficient  three-department  one. 

Of  the  section^  making  needed  repairs  during  the  year,  I  may 
mention  those  of  Riverside  No.  3,  Old  Salmon  River  Road,  Roman 
Valley  No.  6,  Lower  Liscombe  and  Wine  Harbor,  as  making  the  most 
extensive. 

The  sections  that  made  the  principal  additions  to  their  school 
equipment,  in  patent  seats  and  desks,  maps,  globes,  dictionaries,  and 
sand  tables,  are  the  following: — Marie  Joseph,  Lochaber  No.  5, 
Upper  South  River,  Boylston,  Giant's  Lake,  St.  Mary's  River,  and 
East  Roman  Vallev. 

One  of  the  chief  events,  educationally,  of  the  year  was  the  Nor- 
mal or  Teaching  Institute  held  at  Port  Hawkesbury  during  the  week 
beginning  September  26,  1904.  As  chairman  of  the  committee 
which  organized  and  conducted  the  Institute,  I  wish  to  avail  myself 
of  this  opportunity  to  most  cordially  thank  yourself  and  the  many 
other  educationists  who  helped,  in  so  many  ways,  to  make  the  Insti- 
tute such  a  decided  success;  and,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to 
add,  that  the  hospitable  people  of  the  pretty  town  of  Port  Hawkes- 
bury will  ever  be  kindly  remembered  by  the  250  teachers,  who,  with 
their  guests,  received,  on  the  occasion,  so  many  kindnesses  and  cour- 
tesies at  their  hands.  As  the  secretary  will  furnish  Vou,  no  doubt, 
with  a  full  report  of  the  character  and  the  excellent  work  of  the  In- 
stitute, I  will  forbear  making  any  further  reference  to  it,  other  than 
to  say  that  many  of  the  scliools  under  my  supervision  furnish  ample 
evidence  of  the  l)enefit  it  has  been  to  a  large  number  of  the  young 
and  inexperienced  teachers  employed  in  my  district 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  Macdoxald. 
To  A.  n.  Mac  Kay.  LL.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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Division   No.  7.— SOUTH   INVERNESS    AND   RICHMOND. 

M.   J.   T.   Macneil^  B.  a.,  Inspector. 

SiB^ — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the 
schools  and  the  educational  cooulitions  of  Division  No.  7,  comprising 
the  Countv  of  Richmond  and  the  School  Commissioners'  District 
of  South  Inverness  for  the  term  ended  the  31st  Julv,  last 

The  District  of  Richmond  comprises  70  school  sections,  two  of 
which,  how^ever,  may,  for  the  time  being,  be  looked  upon  as  disorgan- 
ized, having  neither  trustees  nor  school  houses,  viz..  No.  34,  Dundee, 
and  No.  51,  North  Loch  Lomond. 

• 

Besides  these,  four  others,  viz., — No.  7,  Lochside,  No.  11,  Rocky 
Bay,  No.  27,  Hureamnlle,  and  No.  64,  Loch  Lomond,  had  no  school 
any  part  of  the  year, — a  very  gratifying  improvement  over  last  year, 
when  20  sections  were  reported  as  vacant.  In  Hureauville,  a  new 
school  house  was  being  built  to  replace  the  old  one  which  had  been 
condemned  as  being  too  small  and  otherwise  unsuitable,  lx)th  as  to 
building  and  situation.     In  Lochside  and  Loch  Lomond,  the  paucity 

of  school  going  children  might  almost  excuse  the  absence  of  a  school. 
As  for  Rocky  Bay,  the  sentiment  in  favor  of  education  never  was 
very  strong,  and  I  am  afraid  it  is  diminishing  with  the  number  of 
pupils,  w^hich  is  said  to  be  very  limited  here  also  at  the  present  time. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  there  was  school  in  operation  in  nearlv  everv 
section  of  the  county  where  it  was  reasonably  possible. 

The  District  of  South  Inverness,  according  to  the  revised  list, 
contains  75  organized  sections,  of  which  17  were  without  school.  I 
have  no  data  from  which  to  make  a  comparison  with  the  previous 
year,  but  I  find  from  the  Inspector's  report  that  there  were  19  sec- 
tions without  school  in  the  w^hole  County.  The  presumption  there- 
fore is,  that  there  must  have  been  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of 
idle  sections  in  the  southern  district.  The  past,  term  having  been 
the  first  of  my  incumbency  over  this  portion  of  the  reorganized  divi- 
sion, I  have  not  been  able  to  make  myself  very  conversant  with  exist- 
ing conditions,  more  especially  as  I  have  been  much  hampered  by 
untoward  circumstancx^s ;  neither  is  there  any  basis  for  comparison 
of  statistics  as  apart  from  the  whole  county. 

The  teachers  employed  were  of  the  following  classes : — 


A. 

B. 

C. 

I). 

Male. 

Female.  ToteL 

Richmond 

1 

8 

12 

54 

27 

48        75 

South  Inverness    .... 

2 

5 

13 

48 

17 

51       68 
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A  striking  feature  of  the  above  table  is  the  preponderance  of 
female  over  male  teachers,  especially  in  Inverness,  where  the  propor- 
tion is  three  to  one. 

For  some  years  past,  the  matter  of  salaries  has  been  the  domin- 
ating factor  in  keeping  the  schools  open  or  closed.  Before  then,  it 
was  a  question  for  the  teacher  of  securing  employment  at  the  trus- 
tees' offer.  The  tables  are  turned  somewhat.  Hence  we  see  a 
gradual  increase  in  the  salaries  of  all  classes  generally.  lu  compar- 
ing averages,  however,  this  increase  does  not  always  appear,  because 
when  the  number  is  small,  one  or  two  very  low  salaries  are  sufficient 
to  materially  affect  the  average.  Taking  for  example  the  absurdly 
low  average  salaries  of  the  Class  B  teachers  of  South  Inverness,  as 
shown  in  the  subjoined  table,  the  explanation  is  that  there  were  only 
two,  both  of  whom,  for  obvious  reasons  were  employed  in  poor,  remote 
sections,  the  one  at  a  salary  of  $75  and  the  other  at  $80,  from  the 
section  for  the  term !  It  can  scarcely  be  argued  from  the  above  fact 
that  the  average  salary  of  first-class  male  teachers  in  South  Inverness 
is  $77.50,  but  it  can  be  inferred  that  there  is  no  demand  for  such 
teachers  at  a  fair  wage.  The  figures  in  the  table  include  Provincial 
Aid  :— 

Richmond. 
Male.  Female. 

BCD  BCD 


1905. . .S387  24  S257  68  8182  45 
1904  . .  390  16  249  59  191  81 


Increase $8  09      

Decrease.    82  92      88  36 


8315  24  8226  85  8174  12 
292  16  211  46  168  64 


823  08  815  39   85  48 


South   Inverness. 
1905... 8187  74  8252  28  8158  25     |    8216  90  8218  30  8160  12 

The  decreases  shown  in  the  above  table  are  due  to  just  such  cir- 
cumstances as  hinted  at  above.  To  compare  the  salaries  of  the  South 
Inverness  teachers  with  those  of  last  year,  for  the  whole  County, 
would  scarcely  be  a  fair  comparison,  but  I  may  observe  that  such  a 
comparison  would  show  a  balance  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  page  in 
almost  every  class, — only  the  "  C  "  teachers,  male  and  female,  show- 
ing a  small  increase. 

The  14  additional  sections  in  operation  in:  the  coimty  of  Rich- 
mond raised  the  enrolment  by  283,  or  a  small  fraction  over  20  pupils 
on  an  average  for  each  additional  school,  making  one  for  every  4.8 
of  the  population,  as  compared  with  one  in  5.3  last  year. 
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The  average  number  of  pupils  enrolled  per  school  in  Richmond 
county  tliis  year  (ended  July,  1905),  was  37.4,  sla  compared  with  42 
last  year.  In  South  Inverness,  the  average  enrolled  per  school  was 
32.9."^ 

The  following  salient  figures,  which  I  tabulate  for  convenience 
of  comparison,  will  show  that  there  has  been  a  fairly  satisfactory 
increase  in  all  the  items  relating  to  attendance : — 

Richmond. 


1904 

1905. 


Increase 


PuDiU 
enrolled. 

Boys 

Girls 

2524 

2807 

1298 
1472 

1226 
1335 

28.3 

174 

109 

Grand  ToUl 
Days'  attend- 


auce. 


25.3,934 
290.751 


36,817 


Average 

daily 
Present. 


1247  4 
1456.2 


208.8 


Per  cent,  of 
An.  Enroll. 


49.4 

51  8 

2.4 


1905 


•  • 


South    Inverness. 


....  I      2237    I    1180    I      1«»57 


213,359 


1094 


48.9 


The  number  of  teachers  having  Normal  School  training  was  32, 
as  compared  with  21  last  year  in  the  county  of  Richmond,  and  21 
in  Soutli  Inverness. 

The  amount  of  money  voted  for  school  purposes  by  the  sections 
having  schools  in  operation,  as  per  returns,  was  as  follows: — 


Richmond. 

Total  amount 
voteil. 

1904 $7267  00 

1905 9133  00 


Increase 81866  00 


Portion  for  Buildings, 
Repairs,  etc 

$  961  00 
1226  00 


S  265  00 


South  Inverness. 
1905 8  887  00 


$1119  00 


There  is  considerable  progress  to  report  in  the  matter  of  school 
building  during  the  year.  In  the  county  of  Richmond,  new  school 
houses  were  occupied  in  the  five  following  sections: — ^No.  8,  D'Es- 
cousse;  Xo.  19,  Louisdale;  No.  20,  Point  Tupper;  No.  61,  UArehe- 
veque  and  Xo.  60,  Grand  River  Road,  The  D'Escouase  house  is 
a  large  one-and-a-half  story  building,  having  two  large  rooms  and  a 
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spacious  hall  on  the  ground  floor  well  finished,  furnished  and 
equipped.  The  rooms  are  probably  the  best  in  the  county,  while  the 
building,  in  point  of  exterior  appearance  and  stability  of  finish,  is 
certainly  second  to  none.  The  one  at  Point  Tupper  contains  one 
large  room,  an  ante-room,  and  a  small  wing  which,  in  case  of  need, 
may  serve  for  a  class-room,  all  well  finished  in  plaster,  and  the  school 

room  provided  with  ample  blackboards  and  furnished  with  patent 
desks.  The  Louisdale  school  is  also  a  good,  spacious,  modem  house, 
well  finished  in  wood,  with  the  exception  of  the  anteroom,  and  also 
provided  with  a  complete  set  of  patent  furniture.  The  other  two 
named,  though  unfinished  inside,  are  good  substantial  and  comfort- 
able buildings.  Both  of  these  are  also  furnished  with  patent  desks 
for  pupils  and  teachers,  and  when  completed  will  be  no  discredit  to 
any  rural  section. 

At  Judique,  South  Inverness,  a  new  school  house  was  completed 
and  occupied  during  the  term,  which  is  easily  the  best  I  have  visited 
in  any  of  the  rural  sections  of  the  district.  Standing  on  a  good  site, 
it  presents  a  very  attractive  exterior,  while  the  interior,  barring  one 
or  two  minor  defects  in  planning,  is  all  that  could  be  desired.  Neatly 
finislied,  furnished  with  a  teacher's  table  and  desks  of  the  best  quality 
and  highest  polish,  provided  with  ample  blackboards,  cupboards  and 
other  conveniences,  it  speaks  volumes  for  the  public  spirit  of  the  trus- 
tees and  ratepayers. 

There  were  several  other  sections  in  which  buildings  were  in 
course  of  construction,  but  there  being  no  schools  in  operation,  they 
were  not  visited,  witli  the  exception  of  one  which  may  be  left  to  a 
future  report 

The  general  character  of  the  school  buildings  and  sites  in  this  dis- 
trict (South  Inverness)  is  rather  disappointing,  at  a  first  visit, 
especially  the  older  ones,  of  which  there  arc  a  good  many.  Xot  only 
are  the  buildings  of  a  primitive  character  and  inadequate  in  size,  but 
they  seem  to  have  been  j>erched  upon  or  ]K>ked  into  the  most  unlikely 
])lacos,  affording  little  or  no  opportunity  for  improvement  of  grounds, 
or  even  room  for  playful  exercise,  other  than  the  public  highway. 
The  principal  object  aime<l  at  in  the  selection  seems  to  have  been  the 
exact  centre,  rather  than  hygienic  or  aesthetic  considerations. 

While  anxious  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  over-ofiiciousness  and 
fault-finding  at  an  initial  inspection,  I  nevertheless  found  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  recommend  the  condemning  of  the  school  house 
at  Seaside,  a  populous  mining  section  in  the  vicinity  of  Port  Hood, 
where  there  was  scant  accommo<lation  for  30  pupils,  while  the  regis- 
ter showe<l  an  enrolment  of  07.  In  this  I  found  I  was  only  follow- 
ing up  the  repeate<l  warnings  of  my  predecessor,  and  needless  to  say, 
that  the  recommendation  was  acted  upon  by  the  Ko«itA. 
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A  fine  school  house  of  two  departments,  built  only  about  seveti 
years  ago  at  L'Ardoise,  in  the  county  of  Richmond,  was  destroyed 
by  fire  during  the  winter, — the  result  of  defective  heating  arrange- 
ments, or  carelessness  in  looking  after  fires.  A  moderate  expendi- 
ture for  caret aking  would  probably  have  averted  so  expensive  an 
accident.  An  opportunity  here  presents  itself  of  establishing  a  three 
or  four  department  school  by  imiting  the  bereft  section  with  the 
adjoining  one  of  I/Ardoise  (Centre)  where  a  two  department  school 
already  exists.  The  consolidated  section  would  be  much  leas  than  the 
prescribed  normal  size,  being  scarcely  more  than  three  miles  in 
length.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  on  what  principle  or  through  what 
influences  the  School  Board  of  that  day  could  have  been  induced,  in 
1S77,  to  divide  this  small  territory,  which  had  hitherto  comprised 
but  one  section,  into  two.  The  present  Hoard  has  performed  its  part 
towards  reme<lying  the  mistake  by  passing,  at  its  last  meeting,  a  reso- 
lution re-uniting  the  sections,  and  this  action  is  now  awaiting  the 
sanction  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  to  give  it  effect. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  South  Inverness  Board,  several  propo- 
sitions looking  to  the  union  of  adjoining  small  sections  were  consid- 
ered and  discussed,  but  the  plans  were  not  sufficiently  matured  for 
definite  action.  It  is  hoped,  however,  that  some  of  these  schemes 
will  eventually  mature. 

The  Inverness  Academy  at  Port  Hood,  imder  the  charge  of  Prin- 
cipal Smith,  has  reached  a  high  degree  of  efficiency.  There  were 
28  students  enrolled — 18  in  Grade  IX,  7  in  Grade  X,  and  8  in  Grade 
XI.  Judging  by  the  results  of  the  Provincial  Examinations  so  far 
as  learned,  the  work  of  the  year  has  been  entirely  satisfactory. 

The  schools  of  the   Town  of  Ilawkesbury,    four    departments, 

iiiider  Principal  Matheson  and  a  capable  auxiliary  staff,  also  main- 
tained a  high  state  of  efficiency.  In  point  of  attendance,  the  High 
School  is  a  close  se(*ond  to  the  Academy,  having  23  students  regis- 
tered, 11  being  in  Grade  IX,  8  in  X,  and  4  in  XL  I  have  recom- 
mended that  the  Principal  be  henceforth  relieved  of  preparatory 
work,  Grade  VITI  pupils  having  l)cen  hitherto  enrolled  in  the  High 
School. 

Excx^llent  schools,  under  the  careful  and  practical  teaching  of  the 
'*  Sisters  of  the  Congregation,"  are  being  conducted  at  Port  Hood 
and  ^Fabon,  the  former  comprising  three  departments  and  the  latter 
two.  The  school  rooms  of  these  establishments  are  so  attractive,  well 
kept  and  well  appointed,  that  a  visit  to  them  is  a  pleasure  and  an 
inspiration. 

The  above  named  comprise  all  the  graded  schools  in  the  district 
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The  Richmond  County  Academy  at  St.  Peter's,  in  charge  of 
Principal  William  A.  Macdonald,  had  an  enrolment  of  34  students, 
— 15  Grade  IX,  12  Grade  X,  and  7  Grade  XI.  Mr.  Macdonald  is 
proving  himself  a  very  capable  and  successful  instructor,  and  his 
pupils  also  made  a  very  creditable  showing  at  the  Provincial  Exam- 
inations. 

After  a  number  of  years  of  decadence  from  lack  of  material,  the 
old  **  Arichat  Academy,"  under  Principal  Campbell,  is  coming  to 
the  front  again.  There  were  registered,  last  year,  27  students,  18 
in  Grade  IX,  6  in  Grade  X,  and  3  in  Grade  XL  At  the  July  exam- 
ination, were  sent  up  all  three  of  grade  eleven  who  captured  the 
coveted  prize ;  3  out  of  4  who  wrote  Grade  X  were  successful,  while 
the  fourth  took  Grade  IX ;  and  three  out  of  six  succeeded  in  taking 
Grade  IX. 

The  Acadiaville  school  (2  departments),  at  West  Arichat,  de- 
serves special  mention.  Principal  Doucet,  who  has  been  in  charge 
now  four  years,  has  brought  the  school  to  a  very  efficient  state,  and 
his  students  always  acquit  themselves  creditably.  Of  five  students 
who  attended  the  examination,  the  only  candidate  for  Grade  XI  was 
successful,  and  2  passed  out  of  4  for  Grade  X.  Of  the  unsuccessful 
two,  one  had  only  attended  a  portion  of  the  term. 

A  third  room  was  fitted  up  in  the  River  Bourgeois  school  building, 
and  at  the  beginning  of  the  t^rm  tlie  school  was  opened  as  a  three 
department  one,  and  a  modest  chemical  and  physical  laboratory  was 
installed. 

The  school  house  at  Cannes,  River  Bourfreois,  West,  was  divided 
into  two  rooms,  and  the  school  graded  into  two  departments. 

There  are  now  in  Richmond  County  nine  graded  schools  of  two 
and  three  departments. 

The  total  number  of  High  School  students  registered  in  each  dis- 
trict was  as  follows: — 

IX.  X.  XI,  ToUl. 

Richmond,  1904  81      31      12      124 

"     1905^ 83      36      11      130 

South  Inverness,  1905   .  .      90  30  14  134 

Of  the  hifirhly  T)ractic«l  wnd  successful  Normal  Institute,  inaugur- 
ated and  held  at  Hawkesbury  in  the  earlv  part  of  the  term,  I  am  not 
in  a  nosition  to  8De«k  from  nersonal  observation,  having  been  pre- 
vented by  illness  from  attendinir,  but  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  say 
that  the  teachers  whom  I  have  seen  who  did  attend  the  meetincrs,  are 
unanimous  in  their  expressions  of  approval  of  the  system,  and  of  the 


110  REPORTS    OF    INSPECTORS. 

benefits  received  from  most  of  the  model  lessons  tau^t.  Many  of 
the  hints  and  *'  pointers  "  received  and  methods  witnessed  for  the 
first  time,  were  being  put  in  practice  by  the  teachers  with  more  or  less 
success.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  witnessing  of  actual  teaching 
by  expert  educators,  or  even  of  well  prepared  suggestive  lessons  by 
some  of  our  ordinary  bright  and  thoughtful  teachers,  witli  the  discus- 
sions elicited  thereon,  is  productive  of  more  beneficial  results  than  the 
hearing  of  papers,  be  they  ever  so  erudite  or  ever  so  practical  and 
suggestive,  as  at  the  ordinary  Teachers'  Institute. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  J.  T.  Macneil. 
To  A.  H.  MacKay,  LL.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 


Division    No.  8.— NOKTII    INVERNESS    AND     VICTORIA. 

John   MacKinnon,  Esq.,  Inspector, 

Sir, — I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
schools  in  Division  No.  8,  comprising  the  District  of  North  Inve^ 
ness  and  Victoria  county,  for  the  year  ended  July,  1905 : — 

A  new  list  and  record  book  of  the  sections  of  each  of  the  dis- 
tricts has  been  made,  in  which  the  sections  are  numbered  in  consecu- 
tive order,  avoiding  fractional  numbers. 

The  change  of  location  of  the  dividing  boundary  line  between 
the  districts  of  South  and  North  Inverness  has  added  to  the  number 
of  sections  in  the  latter,  making  at  present  70  sections  in  North 
Inverness.  Of  these,  seven  were  without  school  during  the  year, — 
all  of  them  being  sparsely  settled,  and  very  weak  financially. 

In  Victoria  county,  out  of  sixty-three  organized  sections,  16  were 
without  schoiil — four  less  than  in  the  preceding  year,  when  20  were 
without  scho<3l.  Of  the  16,  six  sections  are  in  the  Cape  North  Dis- 
trict, whither,  notwithstanding  that  fairly  good  salaries  are  offered, 
teachers  are  unwilling  to  go,  owing  to  it^  isolated  location.  Four  of 
the  remaining  ten  are  largely  depopulated,  and  five  sectionB  declined 
to  make  sufficient  ])rovision  to  induce  teachers  to  engage.  The  tenth 
section,  "  Plaister,"  after  two  vears'  contention  respecting  a  site,  is 
building  a  new  school  house  to  replace  the  old. 
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The  eight  sections  into  which  Boularderie  Island  had  been 
divided,  have  been  by  judicious  consolidation  reduced  to  five — re- 
pJacing  four  dilapidated  school  houses  by  two  new  and  commodious 
buildings — one  at  Big  Bras  d'Or,  the  other  at  Kempt  Head. 

The  School  Board,  at  its  recent  meeting,  by  a  unanimous  vote, 
consolidated  five  weak  sections  at  Baddeck  River  into  two  of  normal 
size,  and  satisfactory  financial  ability.  This  measure  is  at  present 
awaiting  consideration  at  the  hands  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruc- 
tion. 

The  Academy  building  in  Baddeck  was  finished  and  taken  over 
by  the  trustees  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  school  year.  The  school 
rooms  are  being  handsomely  finished,  quite  commodious,  and  fur- 
nished with  the  necessary  equipment. 

Though  the  classes  were  late  in  opening,  the  building  not  being 
finished  in  time,  very  satisfactory  progress  was  made*  in  all  the 
departments  of  the  school. 

In  common  with  the  trustees,  I  regret  the  reported  retirement  of 
the  very  efficient  principal,  Mr.  J.  Crerar  McDonald,  who  has  largely 
contributed,  in  conjunction  with  the  other  members  of  the  teaching 
staff,  to  the  present  high  standing  of  the  Academy. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  a  substantial  increase  in  the  en- 
rollment of  pupils,  and  in  the  aggregate  attendance  both  in  Victoria 
and  in  North  Inverness.  In  the  former,  334  pupils  were  in  attend- 
ance over  that  of  last  year,  with  an  aditional  aggregate  of  34,649 
days. 

A  new  school  house  has  been  erected  in  Neil's  Harbour  section, 
with  three  good  class-rooms,  giving  ample  and  much  needed  accom* 
niodation  to  the  graded  school  of  that  isolated  but  progressive  section. 
The  building  and  equipment  reflect  much  credit  to  trustees  and  rate- 
payers. 

In  the  area  now  comprising  the  district  of  North  Inverness,— 
out  of  its  70  sections,  7  were  vacant,  through  depopulation  and  finan- 
cial weakness,  the  number  vacant  last  year  being  9. 

A  gratifying  increase  in  enrollment  and  attendance  vrsis  also  visi- 
ble, there  being  305  more  pupils  registered,  and  aggregate  attendance 
incrcRsing  bv  26,282  days.  This  is  larg:ely  accoimted  for  by  the 
additional  school  accommodation  provided  at  Inverness  Mines.  In 
that  growing  town,  two  substantial  and  commodious  school  buildings 
have,  during  the  past  year,  been  erected,  with  ample  class-rooms  for 
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four  Ji»partment3  in  each.  Only  one  of  these  buildings  is  the  property 
of  the  section,  the  other  being  the  property  of  the  R.  C.  congrega- 
tion of  the  town,  and  was  built  with  ready  promptitude  through  the 
efforts  of  the  Reverend  pastor  of  tlie  parish,  Rev.  A.  L.  Macdonald, 
— the  town  building  only  affording  accommodation  to  about  half  the 
school  Dopulation  in  that  mining  toA^Ti. 

Seven  departments  were  in  operation  in  all,  with  an  average 
enrollment  of  55  each. 

The  72  teachers  employed  in  Xorth  Inverness  are  classified  as 
follows :— B,  8  ;  C,  24 ;  D,*^  40.  :Male,  34 ;  Female,  38.  Holding 
Normal  School  Diplomas,  24;  new  teachers,  12, 

The  51  teachers  emploj^ed  in  Victoria — A,  1 ;  B,  5 ;  C,  19 ;  D,  26. 
Male,  16;  Female,  35.     Holding  Diplomas,  13;  new  teachers,  14. 

There  is  a  visible  improvement  in  the  salaries  of  the  lower  classes, 
especially  in  that  of  the  D  teachers.  Progress  is  also  made  in  equip- 
ment in  the  repair  of  school  buildings,  aoid  in  the  greater  attention 
given  to  the  conifort  of  pupils  and  teachers  by  improvements  in  heat- 
ing the  school  rooms. 

Tlie  quality  of  the  work  done  in  the  school-room  greatly  varies. 
The  superior  salary  paid  in  the  towns  and  larger  villa^s  attract  the 
best  teachers  from  the  rural  sections,  leaving  these  to  the  yoimg  and 
inexperienced  D  teachers,  who  compose  fully  one-half  of  the  entire 
staff  of  the  Insi)ectorial  Division. 

Subject  to  such  conditions,  the  teaching  must  necesarily  be,  in 
verv  manv  instances,  inefficient  and  inferior,  and  will  continue  so 
until  adequate  salaries  will  attract  more  competent  teachers. 

Sonic  eight  or  ten  of  our  better  B  and  C  teachers  have  left  this 
division  and  have  gone  to  our  new  Western  Provinces  to  engage  in 
teaching  at  salaries  of  from  five  to  seven  hundred  dollars, — and  more 
are  likelv  to  follow. 

In  the  last  week  of  September,  a  very  successful  Teaching  Insti- 
tute was  held  from  ilondav  to  Friday  at  Port  Hawkesburv,  in  which 
the  six  Eastern  Counties  took  ]iart.  Many  experienced  educationists 
were  present  and  assisted.  The  attendance  of  teachers  was  large, 
and  they  were  heartily  welcomed  and  handsomely  treated  by  the 
corporation  and  citizens.  Much  useful  work  was  done  by  the  efficient 
teaching  staff,  to  the  great  advantage  of  the  D  and  C  untrained 
teachers  present. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HacKinkok. 

To  A.  H.  MacKay,  LL.D., 

iSuperifntendeut  of  Educafton. 
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Division    Xo.    9.— PICTOU    AND    NORTH    COLCHESTER. 

E.   L.    Armstrong^  Esq.^  Inspector. 

Sir, — The  school  year,  which  ended  on  July  Slst,  was  one  of  pecu- 
liar consequence  when  viewed  in  the  light  of  its  bearing  on  the 
attendance  and  progress  of  the  pupils  in  the  public  schools  of  this 
division.  The  attendance  at  school  during  the  first  half-year  was 
larger  than  for  two  years  previous,  and  augured  well  for  a  successful 
year  in  school  work ;  but  the  second  half-year  opened  with  fierce  and 
continued  storms  of  snow  which  blocked  up  the  highways  in  the  rural 
districts,  thus  putting  an  effectual  damper  on  all  school  work.  In 
many  sections  the  school  was  forced  to  close,  and  remained  so  far 
several  weeks.  To  render  the  situation  still  more  discouraging,  an 
epidemic  of  measles  made  its  appearance,  and  spread  over  nearly 
the  entire  division.  For  these  two  reasons  the  work  during  the  second 
half-year  was  nearly  paralyzed,  and  little  or  no  progress  could  be 
made. 

For  the  two  previous  years  the  attendance  at  school  during  the 
second  half  year  was  considerably  in  excess  of  that  of  the  first;  but 
during  the  year  just  closed,  the  order  was  reversed,  the  attendance 
for  the  second  half-year  falling  38,000  below  the  first  half-year.  The 
town  schools  were  not  affected  to  the  same  extent,  and  the  recovery 
in  attendance  was  much  more  rapid  and  satisfactory. 

The  total  number  of  teachers  employed  was  286,  of  whom  127 
were  Normal  School  graduates,  an  increase  of  3  over  last  term.  O' 
the  total  employed,  30  were  males  and  256  females. 

There  was  an  increase  in  new  teachers  employed,  the  total  being 
46.  A  large  number,  142,  were  new  to  the  section  in  which  they 
taught,  and  we  are  therefore  confronted  with  the  fact  that  188  schools 
and  departments  changed  teachers  at  the  beginning  of  the  term — a 
condition  which  must  be  deplored.  In  this  connection  I  may  state 
that  these  annual  changes  are,  to  a  large  extent,  unnecessary,  and  are 
not  generally  desired  either  by  trustees  or  ratepayers.  They  indicate 
a  migratory'  disposition  on  the  part  of  teachers,  young  and  old,  who 
are  not  so  anxious  about  the  progress  of  the  pupils  under  their  care 
as  they  are  for  a  change  in  their  condition  or  circumstances.  This 
drifting  of  teachers  from  one  school  to  another  works  injury,  not 
only  to  the  school,  but  to  the  teacher  as  well ;  and  is  too  often  a  con- 
fession of  superficial  instruction  in  methods  and  inability  to  lay  a 
solid  and  deep  educational  foundation. 

There  were  registered  in  all  the  public  schools  of  the  division, 
9,527  pupils — a  decrease  of  127  compared  with  the  previous  term. 
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The  average  attendance  of  all  pupils^  notwithstanding  the  inclement 
weather  in  mid-winter,  increased  somewhat  over  the  laat  year,  giving 
a  total  days'  attendance  of  1,127,677.  The  number  of  registered 
pupils  given  above  does  not  furnish  a  correct  idea  of  the  number  of 
children  of  school  age  in  the  division,  as  it  is  well-known  that  in  near- 
ly every  section  there  are  pupils  of  school  age  who  are  not  sent  to 
school,  but  are  permitted  to  grow  up  in  ignorance  and  other  attendant 
vices.  Notwithstanding  our  boasted  system  of  education,  it  is 
obvious  that  there  are  numbers  of  children  who  reap  little  or  no  bene- 
fit from  its  provisions.  The  Compulsory  Law  is  practically  a  dead 
letter  in  the  sections  which  have  adopted  it;  and  it  would  seem  that 
in  such  sections  its  adoption  has  been  the  means  of  shelving  it  for 
time  to  come. 

The  work  of  Grade  XI  was  attempted  in  five  rural,  miscellaneous 
schools  of  Pictou  county,  but  not  without  occasioning  much  com- 
plaint on  the  part  of  those  ratepayers  who  had  children  in  school, 
and  who,  by  observation  and  experience,  have  long  since  decided  that 
such  work  can  only  be  taken  up  in  these  schools  by  neglecting  the 
common  school  grades,  and  thereby  inflicting  a  wrong  on  the  educa- 
tional prospects  of  the  community. 

Three  tctichers  in  the  division  competed  ^successfully  for  the 
Rural  School  Library  grant,  viz., — D.  S.  Macintosh,  West  River; 
Mias  xVlice  iIa>cRae,  Durham;  and  Miss  Maude  Brennan,  Old  Bams. 
The  last-named  secured  the  $10  grant.  These  teachers,  who,  by  their 
imtiring  efforts,  have  secured  for  their  respective  sections  the  benefits 
of  a  school  library,  have  conferred  a  boon  on  ratepayers  and  pupils 
alike,  and  arc  worthy  of  commendation. 

The  work  being  done  in  Old  Barns,  Bible  Hill,  Brookfield,  and 
Belmont,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  P.  J.  Shaw,  B.  A.,  Macdonald 
director  of  Nature  StuJv,  is  becoming  more  interesting.  The  School 
Garden  in  connection  with  each  school  has  now  been  brought  to  such 
a  state  of  elficiency  that  encouraging  results  are  being  obtained.  Here 
the  wonderful  pr<icosso3  of  growth  and  development  are  noted  and 
studied  in  relation  to  their  bearing  on  agriculture,  horticulture,  etc., 
so  that  the  influence  of  Mr.  Shaw's  work  on  the  young  people  who 
come  under  his  instruction  must  be  regarded  as  exceedingly  import- 
ant when  viewed  in  the  light  of  the  future. 

Some  preliniinarv  work  looking  to  union  of  school  sections  has 
been  undertaken  in  this  division,  which  it  is  hoped  may  bear  fruit  in 
the  near  future.  Time  is  needed  to  break  down  the  prejudices  and 
objootions  against  the  scheme  of  consolidation,  but  these  it  is  believed 
must  soon  give  way  to  a  candid  and  careful  consideration  of  the  qnes- 
tion  which  will  lead  to  the  adoption  of  the  principle  in  many  sections. 
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On  account  of  the  call  for  teachers  from  the  West,  and  for  other 
reasons,  the  teaching  strength  of  this  division  has  been  considerably 
diminished,  a  circumstance  which  must  cause  anxiety  to  all  interested 
in  common  school  education. 

Last  winter,  the  school  house  at  Six  Mile  Brook  was  destroyed  by 
fire,  and  a  new  building  has  now  been  erected  on  a  better  site.  The 
new  school  house  is  a  credit  to  the  section,  being  finished  in  wood 
within,  and  provided  with  modem  furniture. 

Bible  Hill  section,  after  much  difficulty  in  the  selection  of  a  suit- 
able site,  has  commenced  the  erection  of  a  new  school  building  which 
will  furnish  sufficient  accommodation,  even  if  two  or  more  of  the 
neighbouring  sections  unite  with  it  to  form  a  consolidated  schooL 

River  John  is  also  erecting  a  school  building  which  will  be  large 
enough  for  its  own  pupils  and  those  of  other  sections  adjacent^ 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  excellent  work  being 
done  in  the  County  Academies  of  Pictou  and  Truro,  the  former 
under  the  able  direction  of  Principal  Maclellan,  and  the  latter  under 
the  supervision  of  Principal  Campbell.  Each  of  these  gentlemen, 
aided  by  a  faithful  and  efficient  staff  of  teachers,  is  carrying  High 
School  work  in  this  division  to  a  position  not  hitherto  attained. 

The  appointment  of  J.  T.  McLeod,  Esq.,  two  years  ago,  as  princi- 
pal of  the  New  Glasgow  schools,  has  wrought  a  much  needed  change 
in  both  the  Common  and  High  School  departments  in  that  enter- 
prising town,  and  all  departments  are  now  in  excellent  working  order. 
The  schools  of  Westville,  under  Principal  Finlayson,  and  Stellarton, 
under  Principal  J.  W.  McLeod,  have  also  done  commendable  work. 

The  average  salaries  paid  male  and  female  teachers  of  this 
division  for  the  past  year,  not  including  Provincial  grant,  were : — 

A.  B.  C.  D. 

Male    $875.62         $552.50         $177.18         $126.66 

■Pemale    372.50  206.10  163.75  113.13  ' 

The  above  figures  do  not  give  reliable  results  for  comparison  in 
reference  to  male  teachers  and  females  of  Class  A,  on  account  of  the 
small  number  of  each  class  employed;     but  the  figures  relating  to 

salaries  of  female  teachers  of  classes  B,  C,  and  D,  are  reliable,  and 
show  a  small  increase  over  those  of  last  year. 

For  further  information  I  be^  to  refer  you  to  the  statistics  anid 
abstract  tables  which  have  already  gone  forward  to  the  Education. 
Office. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  L.  Armstrong. 
To  A.  H.  MacKay,  LL.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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Division  No.  10.— CUMBERLAND  AND  W.  COLCHESTER. 

Inolis   C.    Craig,  M.  A.,    Inspector. 

Sir, — I  b^  to  submit  for  your  information  my  annual  report 
on  the  schools  of  Division  No.  10,  which  include  the  districts  of 
Cumberland,  proper,  Parrsboro  (North),  and  West  Colchester. 

There  were  two  hundred  and  seventy-eight  schools  in  session, 
employing  two  hundred  and  ninety-three  teachers.  There  were  in 
Cumberland  County  fifteen  school  rooms  vacant,  and  in  the  Colches- 
ter district  one.  Two  in  Cumberland  were  closed  on  account  of  dis- 
affection towards  consolidation;  five  were  closed  by  the  ratepayers 
at  the  annual  school  meeting  on  the  ground  that  the  attendance  at 
school  did  not  warrant  the  expense. 

Lower  Wentworth,  Kilarnly,  Lower  River  Hebert,  Farmington, 
Clairmont,  and  Beaver  Meadow,  have  not  together  ten  chidren  to 
attend  school.  West  Hansford,  with  five  children  to  attend,  desired 
a  school,  but  no  teacher  could  be  secured  for  a  partial  term.  At 
Westchester,  Mt  Greenville,  Cross  Roads,  and  Westchester  Lake, 
there  are  thirty  children  who  should  have  access  to  a  school,  but  their 
financial  conditions  do  not  permit  of  it  Moreover,  the  school  houses 
are  so  poor  that  they  are  not  fit  for  occupancy  save  for  a  period  in  sum- 
mer. Could  the  sections  control  the  meams,  some  of  the  pupils  could 
be  conveyed  to  Westchester  Station. 

Six  of  the  schools  vacant  last  year  are  in  session  the  current  school 
year.  I  am  glad  to  report  that  there  are  so  few  instances  of  privation 
in  the  district. 

In  many  small  and  sparsely  settled  sections  there  are  schools 
which  have  no  excuse  for  existence.  It  would  have  been  far  better 
for  them  in  years  gone  by  had  the  Commissioners  refused  their  peti- 
tions. While  school  is  supported,  it  is  done  in  so  half-hearted  a 
manner  that  little  advantage  accrues  therefrom.  The  indulgence 
has  l>egotten  an  indifference  to  the  privilege  of  a  school.  To  sujqgest 
depriving  them  of  it,  even  when  not  effectively  used,  provokes  a  ran- 
corous opposition  to  the  person  who  dares  to  make  the  suggestion. 

This  district  has  been  for  years  the  recruiting  ground  for  a  sup- 
ply of  teachers  to  some  other  parts  of  the  province.  Permissive  or 
provisional  licenses  have  never  been  thought  of.  Last  year,  for  the 
first  time,  there  w^as  a  deficiency  in  the  supply,  and  three  provisional 
licenses  were  issued  respectively  at  Folly  Lake,  Castlereagh,  and 
Millvale.     This  year  twenty  such  favors  have  been  naked  for,  and 


CUMBERLAND    AND    WEST    COLCHESTER. 


117 


many  were  granted.  If  the  experiments  are  not  more  fortunate  than 
last  year,  it  bodes  ill  for  education  in  this  part  of  the  province.  In 
the  winnowing  process  of  examination  for  teachers,  many  enter  the 
profession  who  have  not  the  qualifications,  natural  or  acquired. 
What  will  befall  the  profession  if  licenses  have  to  be  issued  promiscu- 
ously to  mere  boys  and  girls  ? 

The  following  school  sections,  from  the  statistics  tabulated,  are 
e\ndently  proper  subjects  for  absorption  into  their  neighboring  sec- 
tions. They  were  formed  in  violation  of  the  sound  principles  now 
laid  do\vn  by  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  and  as  soon  as  they 
fail  to  regularly  maintain  school,  it  is  proposed  to  consolidate  them: 


Sbction. 


Keble 

New  Truro  Road 

North  Earltown 

Portaupique 

Little  Bass 

Highland  Village 

Mt.  Pleasant 

Londonderry  Station . .  . 

Portaupique  Mt 

West  Pugwash 

East  Pugwash  River. .  . 

Amherst  Point 

Lr.  River  Uebert 

Little  Forks 

Cross  Roads 

Sugar  Hill 


Children. 


15 

9 

3 

19 

39 

15 

19 

29 

8 

14 

14 

13 

20 

13 

31 

6 


Approximate  Distance  from  School 
Room  to  School  Room, 


2    miles 
2 

n 

If 
2 

2 

n 
n 

2 

If 

2 
2 

n 


from  Denmark. 

Tatamagouche. 
East  Earltown. 
Montrose. 
Bass  River. 
Great  Village. 
Great  Village. 
Acadia  Mines. 
Bass  River. 
Pugwash. 
Conn's  Mills. 
West  Amherst. 
River  Hebert. 
Athol. 
Parrsboro. 
Canaan. 


In  very  few  instances  are  the  pupils  in  the  sections  named  above 
beyond  a  reasonable  walking  distance  from  the  neighbouring  schooL 
Children  in  other  sections  of  the  district  are  walking  farther,  are 
more  appreciative,  and  are  reaping  better  results  for  their  efforts. 

The  registration  of  this  division  was  11,038  pupils  whose  aggre- 
gate attendance  was  1,272,756  days.  The  latter  is  a  better  showing 
than  last  year;  yet  wuth  schools  at  every  door  the  attendance  is  not 
what  it  should  be. 

Truancy  and  parental  indifference  are  everywhere  manifest.  By 
reference  to  trustees'  returns,  thirty,  forty  and  fifty  per  cent,  attend- 
ances are  very  common.     One  is  bound  to  ask  himself  the  question, 
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is  not  this  school  right  too  cheap  ?  Would  it  not  be  more  appreciated 
were  it  obtained  at  a  greater  sacrifice  t 

Idleness,  disregard  of  authority,  and  truancy  in  the  public  school 
are  but  the  outward  expression  of  the  errors  of  parental  training. 
The  parent  who  renounces  all  responsibility  concerning  his  children's 
training  is  the  despair  of  a  good  teacher  and  the  utter  ruin  of  a  poor 
one.  Truancy  is  not  confined  to  the  towns ;  it  is  prevalent  in  country 
sections  where  there  is  no  local  power  to  place  on  it  any  restraint 
In  towns  it  is  unnecessary  where  the  machinery  is  at  hand  to  operate 
it.  Im  incorporated  towns  it  should  not  be  optional  to  execute  the 
Compulsory  Attendance  Act.  Often,  as  an  excuse  for  non-attendance, 
the  plea  is  made  that  parents  are  poor  and  their  children's  services  are 
needed  to  eke  out  a  living.  My  observation  of  many  cases  has  led 
me  to  believe  that  children  are  sacrificed  to  the  parent's  o\vn  cx)mfort 
and  ease.  No  claim  should  be  made  upon  a  child's  time  until  he  is 
fourteen  such  as  will  deprive  him  of  a  fair  education.  Against  such 
selfishness  and  ignorance  children  should  have  pretection. 

Amherst  is  the  only  town  that  persistently,  and  with  good  results, 
enforces  the  Truancy  Act  Springhill  and  Parrsboro  have  allowed 
the  law  to  lapse  and  become  a  dead  letter.  Springhill,  for  tlie  rea- 
son that  if  enforced  there  would  not  be  room  to  accommodate  all  who 
would  be  in  attendance.  There  ^vere  registered  in  this  town  1,357 
pupils,  taught  by  twenty  teachers,  with  an  average  registration  of 
67.8.  This  surely  is  a  tremendous  task  to  impose  on  a  teacher,  and 
expect  it  to  he  done  w^ell.  The  average  registration  for  each  teacher 
in  Cimiberland  is  41,  and  in  Colchester  33.5. 

Earlier  reports  have  shown  how  ineffectual  the  Compulsory 
Attendance  Act  in  its  present  form  has  been.  The  initial  step  in 
its  enforcement  must  be  taken  outside  of  local  parties.  It  would 
not  increase  inspectors'  and  teachers'  duties  materially  to  report  to  a 
stipendiary  in  every  polling  district  the  number  of  pupils  not  making 
the  minimum  attendance  required  by  law.  If  it  were  his  duty  to 
take  cogmizance  of  such  cases  the  machinery  of  the  present  Act  could 
be  set  in  motion.  As  long  as  the  law  is  left  to  local  parties  to  operate 
it  will  never  be  done.  Better  that  the  statute  had  never  been  written 
than  left  a  scare-crow  to  puny  boys. 

The  mcmt  notable  improvement  of  the  year  has  been  made  at 
Advocate  Harbor,  in  the  District  of  Parrsboro.  This  communis 
extends  in  one  street  six  miles  along  the  shore.  The  school  r^stra- 
tion  of  this  village,  composed  of  two  sections  each  hitherto  having  a 
two  department  school  house,  has  been  over  200.  These  school  build- 
ings had  lx>en  condemned  by  the  District  Board ;  so  the  time  seemed 
opportune  to  bring  these  two  people  together.     It  was  a  great  waste 
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of  energy  for  one  community  to  be  duplicating  its  work  every  year. 
All  could  attend  the  Church  and  the  Sunday-School  in  the  heart  of 
the  settlement.  Why  not  attend  one  public  school  of  better  rank  ? 
Last  January,  at  a  public  meeting,  I  made  an  appeal  for  these  sec- 
tions to  accept  the  suggestion  of  the  Commissioners  to  unite,  and  in 
a  most  liberal  spirit  it  was  done. 

During  the  summer  an  up-to-date  house  of  four  class-rooms,  with 
spacious  halls,  wardrobes  and  library,  has  been  built,  and  will  be 
ready  for  occupancy  early  next  school  year.  To  place  those  in  reach 
of  school  who  live  beyond  a  reasonable  walking  distance,  $300  was 
voted  at  the  annual  school  meeting  in  June  to  defray  expenses  of 
conveyance. 

At  Wallace  Bridge,  where  there  had  been  no  school  for  two  years, 
due  largely  to  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  where  a  new  school  house 
should  be  located,  there  has  been  erected  a  substantial  hoilse.  While 
not  just  as  modem  in  design  as  desired,  it  is  fairly  acceptable  after 
much  unnecessary  contention. 

Among  the  one-roomed  rural  school  buildings,  that  recently 
erected  in  Forest  Section,  District  of  Stirling,  stands  prominent  in 
design  and  structure.  Separate  entrances  and  wardrobes  for  boys 
and  girls,  rooms  for  librarv,  apparatus  and  fuel,  all  under  one  room, 
make  it  a  most  desirable  place  in  which  to  attend  school.  Then,  to 
satisfy  the  most  exacting  of  teachers,  it  is  equipped  with  the  best  se* 
of  blackboard  in  this  district.  This  last  feature  is  worthv  of  note, 
so  few  sections  being  provident  enough  to  give  their  teachers  such 
a  workshop  where  the  full  benefit  of  their  labors  may  be  reaped  by 
the  school. 

Soon  after  the  erection  and  occupancy  of  the  new  Academy  in 
1892,  on  Sprinnj  Street^  Amherst,  it  was  found  necessary  to  go  back 
to  the  old  Academy,  Acadia  Street,  with  the  overflow  of  attendance. 
The  latter's  unsanitary  and  delapidated  condition,  with  the  pressure 
of  a  rapidly  increasing  population,  made  it  imperative  for  the  town 
to  provide  more  rooms.  During  the  year  a  four  department  building 
of  brick,  two  stories  high,  was  erected  on  the  old  Academy  site.  It 
contains  the  necessary  class-rooms,  ample  corridors,  and  well-lighted 
basements,  in  which  are  placed  the  lavatories.  Munificently  as  was 
the  new  Academy  appointed  and  equipi>ed,  this  later  building  is  even 
more  comfortable  and  commodious. 

In  Springhil)  an  annex  of  two  rooms  was  made  to  the  Herritt 
Road  School.  This,  however,  gave  little  relief  to  pressure,  as  the 
report  above  indicates. 
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In  recent  years  two  books  have  been  prescribed  by  the  Council 
of  Public  Instruction,  which  are  beginning  to  show  excellent  results. 
These  are  Sykes'  Composition  and  Augsburg's  Manuals  of  Drawing. 
To  teachers  those  are  proving  very  helpful,  both  being  so  eminently 
practical  in  the  presentation  of  Uieir  respective  subjects.  In  the 
e?:amination  of  drawing,  I  find  indubitable  proof  that  this  subject 
is  asserting  its  proper  place  under  the  intelligent  direction  of  such 
guides  in  clearer  hands. 

On  the  18th,  19th  and  20th  of  April,  in  Springhill,  177  teachers 
of  this  division  registered  at  the  annual  session  of  District  Institute. 
The  programme,  which  is  published  elsewhere,  was  followed  out 
faithfully  and  to  the  great  advantage  of  all  participating  in  it.  Dr. 
Soloan,  Principal  of  the  Normal  School,  contributed  much  to  the 
success  of  the  sessions.  Always  ready,  always  willing,  to  lend  a 
helping  hand,  his  presence  was  an  inspiration  to  the  teachers. 

A  surplus  of  funds  belonging  to  the  Institute  determined  the 
members  thereof  to  give  thirty  dollars  of  the  fund  to  the  first  fifteen 
schools  establishing  a  library  the  current  year.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
many  will  avail  themselves  of  the  offer.  It  will  be  in  the  interests  of 
the  school,  and  of  the  teachers,  to  foster  a  love  of  reading  and  to  have 
pleasant  associations  with  the  thoughts  of  books.  The  Conmion 
Schools  will  never  be  fully  equipped  until  a  good  library  is  found  in 
each  of  them. 

Fuller  informatiom  respecting  this  division  may  be  found  in  the 
tables  which  accompany  this  report.  Excepting  Division  I,  which 
contains  the  City  of  Halifax,  with  a  Supervisor,  it  will  be  observed 
that  the  statistics  exceed  those  of  any  other  Inspectorial  Division  of 
the  province. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Inolis   C.    Ckaig. 

To  A.  H.  MacKay,  LL.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 
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Division    No.    11.— CAPE    BRETON. 

T.  M.  Phelan,    B.  a.,   LL.B.,   Inspector. 

Sin, — I  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  schools  of 
Inspectorial  Division^  No.  11,  embracing  the  County  of  Cape  Breton, 
for  the  term  ended  July  31st,  1905 : — 

The  number  of  school  sections  on  the  revised  list  for  this  division 
was  at  first  121.  But  before  the  beginning  of  the  term  four  of  these 
had  ceased  to  exist  separately.  Bridgeport,  No.  12,  had  become 
part  of  the  Town  of  Glace  Bay ;  Oakfield,  No.  31,  had  been  united  to 
Hillside, — the.  new  section  now  being  No.  28,  Hillside ;  and  Gillis 
Lake,  No.  103,  and  Head  of  East  Bay,  No.  106,  had  been  absorbed 
in  the  large  new  section  known  as  East  Bay,  No.  94.  There  were 
thus  117  sections  remaining.  Among  this  nimiber  36  were  without 
school  during  any  part  of  the  term,  A  few  of  these  are  well  able  to 
employ  a  teacher,  but  had  been  disappointed  in  securing  the  services 
of  one.  They  had  not  been  vacant  tie  year  preceding,  and  in  a  num- 
ber of  them  schools  are  again  in  operation.  In  certain  cases  the 
difficulty  might  be  wholly  or  partially  removed  by  a  union  of  two  or 
more  sections.  Three  were  imited  at  the  last  annual  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  School  Commissioners  for  the  district, — Woodbine,  Mor- 
ley's  Road,  and  The  Meadows.  The  new  section  is  The  Meadows, 
No.  35.  A  school  house  is  now  in  course  of  erection  there.  It  will 
likely  be  occupied  for  the  second  half-year  if  a  teacher  can  be  pro- 
cured. 

As  I  have  had  but  one  year's  experience  as  Inspector,  my  infor- 
mation in  regard  to  many  of  the  vacant  schools  is  not  extensive,  and 
possibly,  not  accurate.  Thus  any  suggestions  I  may  have  to  offer 
touching  them  are  offered  with  much  diffidence.  It  seems  to  me  that 
if  all  the  people  in  weak  sections  could  be  induced  to  work  harmoni- 
ously in  the  interests  of  education,  conditions  might  be  improved 
very  considerably.  But  there  is  almost  everywhere  a  large  percent- 
age of  the  grown-up  population  whose  wishes  apparently  would  be 
met  by  the  abolition  of  schools  altogether.  Maay  of  these  have  no 
children  to  send  to  school,  and  they  are  not  intelligent  enough  to 
perceive  that  what  would  benefit  the  community  generally  would  bene- 
fit themselves.  Such  individuals  are  usually  faithful  in  attending  the 
annual  meetings.  But  their  purpose  in  attending  is  not  to  accom- 
plish anything  useful  but  to  have  the  amount  voted  for  school  pur- 
poses kept  as  small  as  possible.  Again,  there  are  many  men  elected 
as  trustees  who  should  n^ver  be  permitted  to  hold  so  important  a 
position.  Often  they  are  merely  representative  of  those  parties 
whose  selfishness  or  ignorance  would,  if  allowed  to  prevail,  prevent 
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sufficient  funds  for  the  support  of  a  school  from  being  voted.  It  has 
been  suggested  in  reports  of  Inspectors  that  truBtees  should  possess 
other  qualifications  besides  those  prescribed  by  the  Education  Act, — 
that  there  should  be,  on  account  of  Uieir  circumstances,  or  for  some 
other  reason,  a  guarantee  that  they  would,  while  in  office,  exert  them- 
selves in  the  best  interests  of  education.  This  suggestion  appears 
to  me  to  be  an  excellent  one,  and  one  which  should  be  reduced  to 
practice. 

I  hope  we  have  not  many  trustees  who  actively  interfere  to  keep 
schools  closed,  or  to  render  them  inefficient  But  I  suspect  there 
are  some  of  these,  and  I  believe  that  many  trustees  are,  at  least,  pas- 
sively culpable  in  this  regard.  The  provisions  of  the  Education  Act, 
intended  to  be  invoked  in  such  cases,  seem  to  me  to  be  of  little  practi- 
cal utility.  I  may  have  a  different  story  to  tell  when  my  experience 
shall  be  greater.  But  I  have  found  that  ratepayers,  though  often 
ready  enough  to  write  lengthy  letters  complaining  of  alleged  miscon- 
duct or  neglect  of  their  trustees,  are  quite  unwilling  to  institute  pro- 
ceedings for  the  remedy  of  the  evils  they  describe.  They  will  do 
nothing  themselves,  and  it  might  well  happen  that  an  inspector  who 
should  bring  an  action  against  a  negligent  trustee  would  find  the  evi- 
dence adduced  in  court  fall  far  short  of  his  expectation,  and  himself 
liable  for  the  costs  incurred.  No  doubt,  there  are  occasions  when 
the  careless  trustee  can,  by  legal  process,  be  induced  to  attend  to  his 
duties,  but  these  are  necessarily  rare,  and  I  feel  that  we  can  never  be 
assured  that  school  boards  will  be  fully  alive  to  their  responsibilities 
until  worthless  individuals  shall  be  debarred  from  becoming  trustees. 

There  are,  however,  quite  a  number  of  sections  in  this  division 
where  I  believe  all  the  people  are  making  honest  efforts  to  keep  up  a 
school  and  are  meeting  with  failure.  As  already  stated,  some  of  these 
could  possibly  be  advantageously  joined  to  other  sections,  and  their 
difficulties  thus  removed.  But  there  are  still  left  some,  where,  on 
account  of  length  of  distances  and  badness  of  roads,  imion  with  others 
^\x)uld  lx»  out  of  the  question.  Moreover,  most  of  this  class  are  grow- 
ing continually  weaker  through  decrease  of  population.  Hence, 
under  existing  conditions,  the  likelihood  of  their  ever  being  able  to 
keep  up  a  school  again  is  very  remote. 

The  cause  which,  in  general,  trustees  assign  for  school  continuing 
closed,  is  scarcity  of  teachers.  This  is,  I  suppose,  the  true  cause. 
Teachers  wnlHng  to  engage  in  labour  of  a  most  trying  character  for 
what  they  are  offered  in  many  of  our  rural  schools,  are  undoubtedly 
scarce.  But  when  one  knows  the  meagre  salaries  that  are  paid,  and 
sees  the  inconveniences  and  discomforts  to  which  teachers  in  some 
places  are  subjected,  an^d  considers  the  inducements  which  nowadays 
other  occupations  hold  out  to  young  men  and  women,  it  strikes  me 
that  one  cannot  but  marvel  at  teachers  being  so  plentiful. 
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I  have  had  a  large  amount  of  trouble  and  extra  labour  on  account 
of  erroneous  and  defective  returns.  This  is  the  reason  why  some  of 
my  reports  have  been  so  late  in  reaching  the  Education  Office.  A 
number  of  trustees'  returns  from  graded  schools  were  wrong  in  im- 
portant respects  on  account  of  the  rules  which  govern  transfers  hav- 
ixig  been  disregarded.  Undoubtedly,  it  is  difficult  to  have  the  results 
balance  properly  in  a  large  section  where  there  are  many  departments^ 
and  where  pupils  are  moving  from  one  locality  to  another,  but  that 
they  did  so  balance  in  the  largest  section  in  the  whole  division,  shows 
that  this  necessary  end  may  be  attained  by  care  and  system. 

Some  teachers  seem  to  be  quite  indifferent  as  to  what  is  stated 
even  in  the  affidavits  appended  to  the  returns.  Thus  one  teacher  set 
forth,  in  the  affidavit  to  the  semi-annual  return,  that  the  number  of 
days  taught  was  ninety-nine,  and  in  the  affidavit  to  the  annual  return, 
that  the  nimiber  of  days  taught  during  the  first  half-year  was  one 
hundred.  In  another  affidavit  I  find  that  the  number  of  days  taught 
during  the  first  half-year  was  four  thousand  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
six,  and  during  the  second  half-year,  four  thousand  and  forty-six. 
Would  it  be  impertinent  to  ask  whether  persons  who  commit  such 
errors  have  any  just  notion  of  the  meaning  of  an  oath?  It  may 
well  be  supposed  that  when  such  serious  mis-statements  are  made  in 
that  portion  of  returns,  whose  accuracy  is  guaranteed  in  so  solemn  a 
fashion,  grave  mistakes  are  to  be  encountered  in  other  places.  Even 
when  they  are  of  a  character  w^hich  permit  of  correction  without 
the  sending  back  of  the  return,  loss  of  time,  often  verj'  considerable, 
is  the  result.  I  consider  it  advisable  that  I  should  say  thus  much 
about  bad  returns,  because  they  are  responsible  for  my  lateness  in  the 
completion  of  the  abstracts  and  in  the  preparation  of  this  report 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  state,  however,  that  the  vast  majority  of  the 
teachers  in  this  division  lilled-in  the  returns  completely  and  cor- 
rectly. Nor  should  I  omit  to  mention  that  the  work  of  a  large  pro- 
portion of  them  in  the  class-room  has  also  been  very  satisfactory. 
With  comparatively  few  exceptions  the  Common  Schools  were  well 
conducted.  The  pupils  in  the  County  Academy  at  Sydney,  under 
the  direction  of  Messrs.  Armstrong  and  Stewart,  made  very  gratify- 
ing progress,  and  excellent  results  in  High  School  work  were  also 
attained  in  the  large  and  well-equipped  schools  at  Glace  Bay,  Bridge- 
port, Sydney,  North  Sydney,  and  Sydney  Klines,  as  well  as  at  Louis- 
burg  and  Old  Bridgeport. 

An  accoimt  of  the  progress  of  affairs  in  the  East  Bay  Consolida- 
ted Section  has  already  been  forwarded.  The  annual  enrolment  was 
83.  Of  these  pupils  31  resided  more  than  two  miles  from  the  school, 
of  whom  six,  in  the  Glen  Morrison  part  of  the  section,  were  accus- 
tomed in  favourable  weather  to  walk  home  in  the  afternoons.       The 
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remaining  25  were  always  conveyed  both  ways  every  day.  The  aver- 
age attendance  for  the  year  was  only  42.1.  This  was  due  largely  to 
the  late  opening  of  the  school, — September  26th  being  the  date  of 
commencement, — and  to  the  storminess  of  the  winter.  For  seven- 
teen days  the  teams  which  conveyed  pupils  were  imable  to  make  any 
trips.  This  is  by  far  the  best  rural  school  in  the  County.  The 
grounds  are  of  fair  size  and  are  well  adapted  naturally  for  their 
present  purpose.  The  building  itself  is  large,  commodious,  and  well- 
appointed.  The  second  story  can  readily  be  fitted  up  for  a  second 
department,  and  it  will  likely  be  needed  as  such  in  the  near  future. 

In  all  202  schools  were  open  during  the  term.  The  total  number 
of  licensed  teachers  employed  was  212.  Of  these  ten  were  substi- 
tutes. The  abstracts  of  returns  give  all  the  statistical  information 
touching  the  teachers  which,  I  presume,  is  required.  It  may  seem 
somewhat  singular  at  first  glance  that  the  average  salary  of  C  and  D 
female  teachers  was  higher  than  that  of  male  teachers  of  correspond- 
ing class.  The  explanation  lies  in  the  circumstance  that  nearly  all 
the  latter  were  employed  in  rural  sections  where  generally  salaries 
are  lower  than  in  towns  or  villages. 

In  a  number  of  country  sections,  neither  the  school  house  nor  its 
equipment  is  quite  as  good  as  it  ought  Jx)  be,  but  improvements  are 
gradually  being  made.  In  three  sections — Hillside,  Ball's  Creek, 
and  East  Bay,  new  schools  w^ere  occupied  for  the  first  time.  It  may 
be  said,  however,  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  8chx)ols  which 
were  open  during  the  term  are  fully  up  to  the  standard  in  every 
way,  and  it  is  but  fair  to  state  that  for  this  pleasing  condition  of 
aflFairs,  a  vast  amount  of  credit  is  justly  deserved  by  Mr.  M.  J.  T.  Mac- 
neil.  For  twenty-three  years  he  was  Inspector  of  Schools  for  the 
County  of  Cape  Breton,  and  the  fact  that  in  every  part  of  the  County 
all  the  people  whom  I  heard  refer  to  him,  did  so  in  eulogistic  terms, 
is  evidence  of  the  tactful  and  competent  manner  in  which  his  duties 
were  discharged. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.    M.    Pheu^n. 

A.    IT.  MacKay,     LL.R, 

Superintendent  of  Education, 
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1.— REPORT    OF    THE    CHAIRMAN    OF    SCHOOL    COM- 
MISSIONERS. 

To  A.  H.  MacKay,  B.A.,  B.Sc,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.C. 
Superintendent  of  Education,  Nova  Scotia. 

SiB^ — On  behalf  of  the  Board  of  School  Commissionets  for  the 
City  of  Halifax,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  for  the  information  of 
the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  the  annual  report  of  the  Super- 
visor of  Schools  for  the  school  year  ended  Slst  July,  1905,  an4  also 
the  report  of  the  finances  of  the  Board  by  the  Secretary,  for  the  finan- 
cial year  ended  April  30th,  1905. 

The  School  Board  appreciates  very  highly  the  good  work  of  the 
Super\'isor,  Mr.  McKay^  in  securing  a  high  standard  of  efficiency  in 
school  work,  and  the  untiring  faithfulness  of  the  Secretary,  Mr.  Wil- 
son, in  keeping  accurate  and  systematic  records,  readily  accessible, 
and  his  vigilance  in  looking  after  tlie  school  property  and  in  guarding 
ithe  financial  interests  of  the  Board. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  the  school  expenditui'c  is  increasing 
more  or  less  each  year,  but  /not  to  a  grieater  extent  than  the  demand 
for  more  and  better  school  accommodation.  Continued  increase  in 
the  number  of  pupils  and  in  higher  ideals  of  sanitary  conditions,  and 
of  better  appliances,  necessarily  mean  increased  expenditure.  For 
the  fiinancial  year  ended  30th  April,  1905,  the  schools  cost 
$125,596.21,  an  increase  of  $2,733.41  over  the  preceding  year. 

The  reports  show  that  the  Academy  has  maintained  its  usual 
high  standard.  The  Commercial  department  is  doing  good  work  in 
meeting  the  demand  for  a  practical  education  suited  to  a  mercantile 
community. 

This  tendency  is  also  manifested  in  the  popularity  of  the  Manual 
Training  School,  where  Miss  Bell,  in  domestic  science,  and  Mr. 
Oardner,  in  mechanic  science,  are  doing  excellent  work  with  a  full 
attendance. 
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During  the  last  year,  two  large  school  buildings  were  erected 
and  completed.  The  site  and  building  occupied  by  St.  Mary's  Boys' 
School  on  Barrington  Street  were  long  felt  to  be  unsuitable  for  school 
purposes.  The  new  building  is  on  a  much  better  site,  opposite 
Grafton  Park,  and  reflects  credit  on  Mr.  West  the  architect  The 
builder,  Mr.  S.  M.  Brookfield,  has  kept  up  his  well-earned  reputation 
for  supplying  the  very  best  material  aaoA  most  thorough  workman- 
ship in  every  part,  from  the  concrete  basement  flo<Mr  to  the  turret 
There  are  eight  rooms  for  boys,  and  two  for  girls,  an  assembly  hall, 
and  a  very  good  basement.  The  rooms  are  supplied  on  three  sides 
with  slate  blackboards  of  the  very  best  quality. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report  a  new  school  on  Kaye  Street 
St  Joseph's  School  w^as  built  to  relieve  the  over-crowding  at  Young 
Street  School.  It  is,  I  believe^  one  of  the  finest  scliool  buildings  in 
the  City.  The  architect  and  builder  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
good  taste  displayed,  the  quality  of  the  material  supplied,  and  the 
good  workmanship  throughout.  The  building  and  grounds  cost 
$23,066.40. 

Bloomfield  School  was  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  two  rooms  at 
a  cost  of  $5,383.38,  so  that  now  we  have  here  a  school  of  ei^t 
departments,  with  a  playground  of  two  acres.  A  part  of  this  land 
might  well  be  utilized  for  a  school  garden  on  as  large  a  scale  as  could 
be  desired. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  of  some  of  the  schools,  particularly 
Compton  Avenue,  Bloomfield  and  Young  Street,  have  been  completely 
renovated  at  a  very' considerable  cost.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Board 
to  continue  this  work  as  the  finances  will  permit,  until  the  most 
approved  appliances  may  be  found  in  all  the  schools. 

The  Compulsory  Attendance  Act  has  been  earned  out  by  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Board  in  the  most  thorough  and  effective 
manner  of  which  the  reformatory  institutione  existing  in  our  midst 
would  permit.  Mr.  Anderson,  the  truant  officer,  performed  his 
difficult  and  arduous  duti<*s  in  the  most  impartial  and  efficient  man- 
ner. I  notice  that  the  school  returns  show  an  improved  attendance 
of  nearly  two  per  cent 

The  monthly  public  examinations  of  the  schools  were  carried  wi 
re^ilarly  for  the  year.  They  stimulate  teacliers  and  scholars  and 
interest  parents,  as  was  shown  by  their  increased  attendance  on 
these  occasions. 

The  desirability  of  providing  for  the  superannuation  of  teachers 
was  carefully  considered  during  tlie  year.     A  scheme  was  fonmdt- 
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led  by  a  special  committee^  and  when  submitted  to  the  teachers  an4 
Commissioners  it  met  "vrith  unanimous  approval,  after  the  fullest 
discussion,  so  that  it  now  merely  awaits  the  approval  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 


Under  the  proposed  plan  the  teachers  would  pay  such  a  percent- 
age of  their  salaries  to  the  Board  that,  under  conditions  similar  to 
those  that  have  hitherto  prevailed,  their  contributions  would  very 
nearly  meet  all  demands. 

Respectfully  submitted. 


Halifax,  X.  S.,  3rd  February,  1906. 


G.  A.  Taylor^  Chairman, 


II.— THE    SUPERVISOR'S    REPORT. 

To   THE   Board  of   School  Commissioners   for  the    City  of 
Halifax  : 

Gentlemen, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  my  report  on 
the  Halifax  Public  Schools  for  the  year  ended  July  31st,  1905. 

L— statistical    tables. 

Conspectus. 


Kind  of  School. 


Academy 

High 

Common   

Kindergarten 

Reformatories   . .    . 

Manual  Training  . . 
ToUl 


No.  of  Teachers  and  Class  of  License. 


4.  Cl-wa  A. 
2,     "      B. 

1,  *'      C. 

2,  Unlicensed   Assistants— specialists  in    Modem 

Language  and  Drawing. 

2,  Class  A. 
1,     **      B. 


(  7,  Class  A. 
166,  •*  B. 
1 64,  **  r. 
I  4.     -      D 

I.  Class  C. 

/  .3,  rUss  C. 

\   1,  Unlicensed  Assistant. 


{  2,  Class  B. 

1,  Specialist  in  Domestic  Science,  Diploma, 
South  Kenaington,  Kng. 
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There  are  four  teachers  in  tlie  Common  Schools  who  devote  half  their  time  to 
High  School  work,  viz.,  two  in  St.  Patrick's  Boys*  School  and  two  in  Alexandra 
^Uool.  St.  Patrick's  Boys*  School  had  23  pupils  in  grade  IX,  and  Alexandra 
had  19  boys  and  23  girls,  also  in  grade  IX.  Of  these  quite  a  number  took  the 
Provincial  Examination  and  passed  into  grad©  C  in  the  Academy.  Others  were 
admitted  into  the  D  class  or  into  the  Commercial  Course. 

A  large  pro^rtion  of  the  pupils  of  the  Senior  Class  in  Alexandra  School 
were  tnpse  who  had  faileu  in  the  Academy  Entrance  Examination.  Aa  the  class 
numbered  only  42,  it  was  possible  for  the  teachers  to  give  personal  attention  to 
the  pupils  most  needing  it.  In  addition  to  this  iheir  failure  at  the  Academy 
Entrance  Examination  may  have  acted  as  a  stimulus,  so  that  by  entering  Alexan- 
dra School  many  of  them  gained  a  year  and  acquired  habits  of  more  strenuous 
exertion. 

The  special  teacher  of  Drawing  wan  employed  throughout  the  whole  year 
directing  the  work  in  the  schools,  and  giving  special  instruction  after  .school  to 
the  teachers  who  most  needed  it,  and  who  were  sufficiently  enterprising  to  make 
the  best  of  their  opportunities. 

In  order  to  prevent  overcrowding  in  the  primary  departments  of  Bloomfield. 
Compton  Avenue,  Quinpool  Road  an<i  Richmond  Schools,  it  was  found  necessary 
to  open  temporary  departments  for  the  months  of  May  and  June. 

TABLE    I. 


AnSTBACT    OF    'xEACHEBS*    RETURNS     OF    THE    COMMON    SCHOOLS,    KiNDEBGABTEXS 

AND    REFOBMATORIES    FOB    1904    AND    1905. 


e 


A.  (Academic)  . . 

B.  (First-class)   . 

C.  (Second-class) 

D.  (Thinlcksp) 


-5  2 


A.  (Academic)  . . 
H  (First-class).. 
('.  (Second-class) 
I).  (Thinl-class) 


CO 

5 

o 


Male 

Fema'e   

No.  of  Departments 


1904. 


Having  Normal  School  Diploma 

No.  of  teaching  (lays 

No.  of  pupils  enrolled 

No.  over  1.)  years  of  ago ... 

No.  under  1 5  years  of  age 

Nt).  of  Boys 

No.  of  (iiris 

(vrand  total  davs'  attendance   

Average  present  daily 

Percentage  of  attendance     

No.  of  pupils  daily  present  with  each  teacher 

on  an  average   

Cost  per  pupil     


6 

4 
5 
1 


3 
61 
61 


16 
130 
146 


76 
204 

7827 
:h.> 

7482 
3934 
3803 
1105069 
5602 
71.9 

38. 3 
$14  49 


1905. 


6 
0 
.") 
1 


3 
63 
64 

3 


10 
133 
149 


7H 

204 

7990 

350 

7640 

4030 

3960 

1227287 

5880 

73.6 

39.4 
$15  02 


Increase. 


3 


3 
3 


o 


163 

5 

158 

96 

67 

122198 

278 

1.7 

I.l 
$0  63 


Decrease. 


9 


It  will  l>e  noticed  from  this  Table  that  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  teachers,  and  a  still  larger  proportionate  increase  in  th»  number  of  pupils,  awl 
in  the  percentage  of  attendance. 

The  last  two  years  taken  together  show  an  increase  in  attendance  of  nearly 
5% — a  verj'  satisfactory  result  which  may   probably  be  mainly*  credited  to  the 
judicious  enforcement  ol  t\ie  Com^\xV^or»j  ^^\qoI  Act. 
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TABLE    11. 
Abstbact  of  High  School  Grades. 


1904. 

1905. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

County  Academy  : 

Grade  I> 

137 

113 

72 

117 

125 

83 

20 

Grade  C 

Grade  B 

12 
11 

•  •••          ■••• 

Totals 

322 

325 

3 

High  Schools  : 

Grade  D 

Grade  C 

84 
32 
10 

103 
29 
16 

19 
6 

3 

Grade  B 

•  •  •           ■  •  •  • 

TotaU 

126 

!48 

21 

«••    ■••••• 

Academv— Cost  per  pupil 

Hish  Schools — Cost  uer  puoil 

$39  25 
35  47 

$33  22 

27  05 

•  ••       •••••• 

$6  03 
8  42 

> 


There  has  been  an  increase  of  25  in  the  number  of  pupils  doing  High  School 
work, — a  greater  proportionate  increase  tnan  in  the  common  schools. 

After  making  every  allowance  for  the  number  attending  private  schools,  the 
percentage  of  pupils  doing  High  School  work  in  Halifax  is  very  low, — ^lower  than 
in  Kings,  (^olcnester,  Pictou,  and  many  other  plaoes.  It  is  satisfactory,  however, 
to  know  that  in  Halifax  there  are  comparatively  few  failures  in  the  Provincial 
Examinations,  so  that  the  proportion  of  passes  'will  be  aa  l^rge  or  larger  than 
elsewhere. 

TABLE    III. 

Changes   on  the  Teaching  Staff. 
Resignations : 

St.  De  Chantal,  from  Principalship  St.  Patrick's  Girls'  High  School. 

Miss  M.  h.  Moody,  from  2nd  Girls'  Dept.  Morris  St.  School. 

Miss  I.  M.  Creighton,  from  Principalship  Compton  Avenue  School. 

Miss  Teresa  Anderson,  from  3rd  Depart.  St.  Patrick's  Boys'  School. 

Miss  R.  A.  Bentley,  B.  A.,  from  4ch  Dept.  Quinpool  Road  School. 

Miss  E.  Bond,  from  Albro  Street  School. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Lanos,  from  Academy. 

Miss  Eleanor  Jackson,  from  3rd  Dept   St.  Patrick's  Boys'  School. 

Appointments: 

Sr.  Evaristus,  Principalship  St.  Patrick's  Girls'  High  School'. 

Miss  M.  H.  Dcwolfe,  6.  A.,  2nd  Girls'  Dept.  Morris  Street  School. 

Sr.  Rosaria  A.,  2nd  Dept.  St.  Patrick's  Girls'  School. 

Sr.  Ethelbert,  9th  Dept.  St.  Patrick's  Girls'  School. 

Mr.  Huggins.  Principalship  Richmond  School. 

Mme.  Finn,  3rd  Dept.  College  Street  School. 

Mme.  Oloane.  7th  Dept.  College  Street  School. 

Miss  Eleanor  Jackson,  3rd  Dept.  St.  Patrick's  Boys'  School. 

Miss  Clara  Wells,  0th  Dept.  Young  Street  School. 

Miss  Ruth  Richardson,  4La  Dept.  Quinpool  Road  School. 

Miss  M.  C.  Outhit,  3rd  Dept.  Acadian  School. 

Miss  E.  M.  Bigney,  B.  A.,  Modem  Languages,  Academy. 

Mim  Gertrude  Baker,  3rd  Dept.  St  Patrick's  Boys'  School. 

Miss  E.  O'Donnell,  10th  Dept.  Albro  Street  School. 
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Transferred : 

Mme.  Sulli^-an,  from  4th  to  3rd  Dept.  College  Street  SchooL 
Miss  A.  M.  Haverstock,  from  3rd  Aibro  street  School    to  3rd  Dept.  ComptoD 
Avenue  School. 

Sr.  Margaret,  from  3rd  St.  Marys  Girls'  School  to  6th  Dept.  St.  Patrick's 
Girls*  School. 

Sr.  Alonzo,  from  6th  St.  Patrick's  Girls'  School  to  3rd  dept.  St.  Mar'ys  Girls' 
School. 

Sr.  Catherine,  from  9th  to  1 3th  Dept.  St  Paitrick's  Girls'  School. 

Mr.  G.  R.  Marshail,  B.  A.,  from  Ist  Dept.  Richmond    School  to  Ist    Dept 

Compton  Avenue  School. 
Sr.  Florence,  from  Ist  Girls'  Young  St.  School  to  Principalship  St.  Joseph'i 

School. 

Temporary  Teachers: 

Mme.  Finn,  to  College  Street  School. 
Miss  Hazel  <to  Albro  Street  School. 
Miss  Mitchell  to  Alexandra  School. 
Miss  Welts  to  Young  Street  School. 
Sr.  Leon  tine  to  St.  Joseph's  School. 
Miss  C.  £.  Ross  to  Bloonifield  Street  School. 
Miss  C.  Dymond  to  Compton  Avenue  School. 
Miss  N.  Dic.cson  to  Richmond  School. 

Lease  of  Aosence: 

Mme.  Murray,  College  Street  School,  one  year. 

Bro.  Aloysius  ,St.  Paitrick's  Home,  one  year. 

Miss  Shields,  Albro  Street  School,  one  year. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Blois,  Industrial  School,  1  month. 

Miss  M.  T.  Phelan,  St.  Patrick's  Boys'  School,  3  months. 

Last  year  the  Board  lost  by  resignation  Miss  I.  M.  Creighiton.  Principal  of 
Compton  Avenue  School.  She  received  her  appointment  to  the  teacher's  staff  in 
1872,  and  served  the  ik)ard  most  efficiently  for  thirty-two  years: — ^twenty-six 
years  as  Principal  of  one  of  <the  most  progressive  schools  in  tne  city.  She  usually 
sent  every  year  a  large  class  of  pupils  to  the  Acidemy,  where  they  were  cha^»cte^ 
ized  throughout  their  entire  course  by  the  neatness  and  accuracy  of  their  work, 
good  liabifts  of  study,  and  their  firm  convictions  on  moral  principles  and  questions, 
including  orthodox  temperance  teachings. 

The  Board  endorsed  these  opinions  regarding  her  valuable  servicea  in  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

"  Resolved,  that  in  accepting  Miss  Creighton's  resignation  this  Board  wishes 
to  place  on  record  its  appreciation  of  her  faithful,  skilful,  and  moat  successful 
performance  of  all  her  duties  as  teacher  and  Principal  for  so  long  a  period.*' 

Her  piipil»  were  trained  to  accurate  and  methodical  habits  and  to  neat  work, 
and  were  inibue<l  with  a  love  of  study,  so  that  they  were  uniformly  sucessful  in 
their  exaniinaticms.  Miss  Creighton's  services  have  been  specially  valuable  to  her 
'pupilH  and  to  the  public  on  account  of  tiie  moral  development  at  which  she  con- 
tinually aimed,  and  tne  high  ideal  with  which  she  inspired  her  pupils. 

This  Board  therefore  expresses  regret  at  losing  such  an  efficient  Principal." 

The  l^oard  sustained  another  lo!*s  by  the  retirement  of  Miss  Maggie  Moody, 
who  accepted  a  }1(hk\  position  in  British  Columbia  at  double  the  salary  she  wss 
reoeivinf":  in  Halifax.  She  taught  tne  seventh  grade  of  girls  in  Morris  Street 
School  for  ovvr  ten  years  with  great  Huccess.  Her  department  was  alwavi  nett. 
and  her  pupiN  prilitc  and  punctuil.  They  excelled  in  singing  and  drawing,— ^thc 
result  of  their  teacher's  well  (:'eveloi)od  artistic  tastes. 

The  vac»\ncy  was  \\avv\\\  vcvjW  ^\WCi  Vj  \.\\^  appointment  of  Miss  Maggie  R. 
De\N'olfc,  B.  A.,  who  \u\A  Wen  fteWUnX  \ot  \\ve  ?.OcvQft\*.  ^\.  V!c^^'^S:t%am;^aal  at  <he  dfi* 
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of  the  late  South  African  war,  and  who,  after  occupying  most  acceptably  some 
important  positions  there,  was  induced  by  stronger  aitractions  to  return  to  her 
native  city. 

To  Sr.  DeChantal,  who,  after  a  year's  leave  of  absence  resigned  her  poeitioB» 
must  be  given  the  credit  for  very  much  of  the  success  of  St  Patrick's  Giru'  High 
School.     Her  executive  abilities  were  of  the  first  order. 

Prof.  Lanoe,  the  teacher  of  Modem  Languages  in  the  Academy,  was  advanced 
to  an  excellent  position  in  the  Military  College  at  Kingston.  He  was  polite, 
scholarly,  and  most  devotedly  attached  to  his  work  and  to  the  Academy. 

MiKH  Bent  ley,  after  a  brief  service  of  two  years,  resigned  for  a  larger  field  of 
usefulness  for  which  she  was  well -fitted  by  her  collegiate  education,  and  for  better 
remuneration,  of  which  she  was  deserving. 

Miss  Anderson,  intat  genial  in  her  disposition,  systematic  in  her  work,  and 
successful  in  winning  her  pupiU  io  do  their  best,  Miss  Bond,  faithful  and  devoted 
to  tlie  hi<;heAt  infterests  of  every  individual  of  her  large  primary  classes,  and  Miss 
Jackson,  whose  prospects  as  a  teacher  were  bright, — all  yielded  to  the  attractions 
of  nuitriniony 

HIGH    SCHOOLS. 
TABLE     IV.— ACADEMY. 

PBOYINCIAL    EXAIONATION    RESULTS. 


19U4. 


1905. 


Gbade. 


h 
C 
B 


ToUl 


No. 
Enrolled. 

No.  applied 
for  Exam- 
ination 

Obtained 
Grade  ap- 
plied for. 

ObUined 
some 
grade. 

No 
Enrolled. 

137 

113 

72 

97 
70 
38 

86 
61 
29 

86 
70 
38 

117 

135 

83 

322 

205 

176 

194 

32.5 

86 
81 
63 

2-20 


1904.  1906. 

Per  cent,  applying  for  examination 63  67 

**           of  B's  obtaining  grade  applied  for  76  85 

"          ofC's          "              "          "          "       87  87 

"           of  D's          "              "          **          "      88  95 

"           of  all  Candiuates  obtaining  grade  applied  for  ...  85  90 

"            enrolled  pupils  obtaining  grade  applied  for  ....  54  60 

TABLE    V. 


St.    Pateick*8   Gibls*   High   School. 
Provincial   Examination  Results. 


1 904. 


1905. 


Gbadk. 

No. 
Sgg;        Enrolled. 

No.  ap- 
plieil  for 
Examin- 
ation. 

1 
Obtained 
Grade  ap- 
plied for 

Obtained 
Rome 
Grade 

i 
1 

c 

f8 

29 

i    16 

i   103 

No,  ap- 
plied for 
Examin- 
ation. 

Obtained 
Grade 
sought. 

Obtained 
some 
Grade. 

D 

r 

B 

18 
18 
10 

12 
15 
10 

12 
18 
10 

29 
16 
12 

15 
12 
11 

18 
16 
12 

Total 

84 

46 

37 

40 

I  ?a  k  "j:^  \  «k 
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19r>4.  1905. 

Per  cent  applying  for  examination   54  50 

*'          of  B  a  obtaining  grade  applied  for 100  91 

Ol\>8             *                                                                   ,  o3  iU 

ofD's        *•                   **             •* 66  61 

of  all  candidates  obtaining  grade  applied  for 80  66 

of  enrolled  pupili        ••                "            *•       44  36 


The  examination  results  for  the  Academy  show  a  decided  im- 
provement^ being  much  better  last  year  than  Uiey  were  the  preceding 
year,  or  indeed,  for  several  years  past 

St  Patrick's  Girls'  School  shows  a  slight  retrogression,  partly 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  pupils  were  too^youug  for  their  grades,  and 
partly  the  result  of  the  want  of  a  physical  and  chemical  laboratory] 
and  other  accommodations  suitable  for  high  school  work. 

The  Academy  provides  five  different  courses  of  study: 

1.  The  Regular  Course  which  leads  in  the  3rd  year  to  the 
Jimior  Leaving  High  School  Certificate. — For  this  course  the  stu- 
dent selects  any  eight  (or  more)  from  the  subjects  for  the  year.  He 
is  required  in  his  examination  to  make  an  aggregate  of  at  least  400. 
with  no  subject  below  25. 

2.  The  Course  for  the  "  Teachers'  Pass/' — la  this  course  all 
the  subjects  for  the  year  are  compulsory.  The  student  is  required 
to  make  an  aggregate  of  400  and  not  less  than  40  on  each  imperative 
subject  This  course  is  taken  by  a  majority  of  the  girls,  in  order 
that  if  they  should  wish  to  teach,  they  may  be  ready.  It  is  ako 
taken  by  a  large  number  of  the  boys,  because  in  its  most  oonvenient 
form,  it  is  practically  the  same  as  the  first  course,  and  it  serves  the 
purposes  of  a  general  education. 

3.  The  College  Matriculation  Course, — For  this  course  the 
student  may  select  from  the  Regular  Course  any  of  the  subjects  re- 
quired for  matriculation  by  the  coll^^e  in  which  he  intends  to  con- 
tinue his  studies.  The  colleges  will,  however,  accept  the  Provincial 
Examinations  in  any  of  those  courses  when  the  marks  in  their 
matriculation  subjects  are  sufficiently  high. 

4.  The  Minimtmi  "  Full  Course." — This  consists  of  any  six 
papers  for  the  year,  selected  by  the  student.  It  is  not  viewed  with 
favor,  and  very  few  take  it  Its  obiect  seems  to  be  to  make  it  easier 
for  small  Academies  to  qualify  for  the  Academic  grant. 

5.  The  Commercial  Course,  which  was  established  in  1903.— 
The  attendance  and  work  show  a  decided  improvement  Mi» 
MacDonald,  the  special  teacher  of  this  department,  continueB  to  gi^ 
the  greatest  satiaf  action  tx>  all   concerned.      Her  work  is  rcndwed 
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difficult  by  the  eagerness  with  which  students  press  into  her  class 
before  they  have  laid  a  good  foundation  in  their  studies,  especially 
in  English,  which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  satisfactory  work  in 
Stenography  and  Typewriting. 

It  is  found  that  these  courses  meet  the  needs  of  nearly  all  tlie 
students  who  enter  tlie  Academy.  In  making  a  selection  they  are 
largely  influenced  by  their  parents,  teachers  and  schoolmate,  but  in 
many  caaes  they  are  allowed  to  exercise  their  own  judgment  and  thus 
have  an  opportunity  to  develop  independence  of  thought  and  action. 
For  the  most  part  they  choose  wisely  and  work  more  earnestly  and 
effectively  than  they  would  in  a  curriculum  forced  upon  them. 

In  this  way,  subject  to  the  limitations  imposed  by  the  time-table, 
every  student  is  free  to  make  his  o\vn  curriculum,  which  may  consist 
of  any  subjects  which  best  meet  his  requirements,  or  it  may  consist 
of  only  one  subject,  if  he  is  unable  to  take  more.  The  program  of 
studies  is  sufficiently  extensive  and  elastic  to  suit  fairly  well  the 
taste,  abilities,  or  necessities  of  all,  except  that  it  does  not  sufficiently 
provide  for  the  various  forms  of  Manual  Training. 

Our  High  School  Course  is  not  made  in  the  interests  of  any  one 
class.  It  may  not,  therefore,  entirely  suit  those  who  claim  that  it  is 
the  function  of  a  High  School  to  prepare  its  students  directly  for 
some  industrial  or  commercial  pursuit  On  the  contrary,  it  aims  to 
give  a  wider  outlook,  a  general  preparation  for  all  the  activities  of 
life,  so  that  the  particular  occupation  afterwards  selected  may  be 
seen  in  its  proper  perspective,  and  its  underlying  principles  properly 
comprehended,  and  some  power  over  its  facts  an^  processes  acquired. 

Neither  will  the  program  of  studies  entirely  suit  those  who  would 
have  our  High  Schools  turned  mainly  into  preparatorv  schools  for 
the  colleges,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  only  a  small  percentage 
of  High  School  students  ever  enter  college — considerably  less  than 
20  per  cent.  Latin  is  one  of  the  principal  subjects  taken  by  the 
majority  of  those  preparing  for  college.  It  is  taken  by  283  of  our 
High  School  student.s, — that  is,  57  per  cent  take  Latin,  while  less 
than  15  per  cent,  follow  it  up  in  college.  The  question  arises 
whether  the  remaining  42  per  cent  might  not  receive  more  benefits 
from  devoting  an  equal  amount  of  time  and  energy  to  the  study  of 
English  or  some  other  practical  subject,  with  (equally  skilful  teach- 
ing, if  that  were  possible. 

While  it  is  certain  that  Latin  will  long  remain  one  of  the  most 
important  subjects  on  tlie  program  of  studies,  and  while  every  facili- 
ty should  be  given  for  its  thorough  study  by  those  who  select  it,  yet 
it  would  seem  a  hardship  to  the  majority  that  a  subject  so   remote 
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from  their  interests  should  be  given  anv  undue  advantage  over  other 
subjects  more  directly  useful  in  earning  a  livelihood,  or  that  it  should 
in  any  sense  be  made  compulsory. 

Conditions  have  changed  very  much  since  Latin  was  almost  a 
necessity  to  everj'  scholar.  The  modem  idea  is  no  longer  confined 
to  a  classical  course.  Prof.  Hamus  says  that  "  since  the  eighteenth 
century  a  new  culture  and  a  new  civilization  have  arisen.  The  im- 
portance of  the  modem  culture  in  modem  life  is  so  comprehensive 
and  so  great  that  we  should  be  false  to  our  trust  if  we  did  not  make 
adequate  provision  for  it  in  the  secondary  school.  At  the  same  time, 
the  pursuit  of  the  classical  languages  in  secondary  schools  is  such  a 
time-coofiuming  pursuit  as  to  very  nearly  exclude  the  serious  pursuit 
of  other  subjects." 

There  are  many  persons  who  would  not  advocate  making  Latin 
compulsory  in  the  High  Schools,  but  who  would  make  it  compulsory 
for  Grade  B  teachers  at  least,  in  order  to  increase  the  opportunitiea 
fpr  the  study  of  Latin  throughout  the  rural  parts  of  the  Province. 

In  Halifax  there  are  70  teachers  holding  Grade  B  licenses,  not 
one  of  whom  would  ever  be  called  upon  to  teach  Latin :  but  they  are 
wearly  all  required  to  give  two  or  three  lessons  a  week  on  Nature  and 
Drawing, — subjects  in  which  they  are  generally  deficient  both  as  to 
content  and  the  best  methods  of  teaching, — subjects  slighted  by 
scholars,  but  admitted  bv  all  educationists  to  be  fundamental.  If 
our  Grade  B  teachers  were  compelled  to  study  Latin,  they  would  be 
still  more  deficient  in  Xature  Studies  and  Drawing,  unless  Latin 
has  some  }^culiar  disciplinary  power  by  which  it  helps  more  than  it 
hinders.  On  this  point  there  is  much  honest  difference  of  opinion. 
For  what  I  co-nsidor  a  fair  statement  of  the  question  I  beg  to  refer 
you,  in  Appendix  W  of  this  Reimrt,  to  an  abstract  of  a  paper  written 
by  Prof.  F.  E.  Bolton,  who  has  made  a  si)ecial  study  of  educational 
principles,  and  whose  opinion  therefor  should  be  of  great  valua 

The  fact  that  in  some  sections  a  grade  B  teacher  with .  some 
knowledge  of  Latin  would  be  a  convenience,  is  not  a  sufficieait  reason 
for  compelling  all  grade  B  teachers  to  study  Latin.  In  Halifax, 
where  20  per  cent,  of  the  Xova  Scotia  students  taking  Latin  are  to 
be  found,  it  is  taught  by  teachers  holding  Academic  licenses  (classi- 
cal A).  There  is  a  sufficient  number  of  teachers  holding  this  grade 
of  license  (many  of  them  with  a  cr)llege  degree  in  addition),  to 
supply  all  the  s<*hools  where  Latin  should  be  taught,  and  where,  with 
such  teachers,  it  would  be  more  likely  to  be  a  success;  for  they  would 
be  those  who  had  come  sufficiently  under  the  influence  of  classical 
traditions  to  enable  them  easily  to  become  enthusiasts  as  to  its  value. 

Instead  of  the  old  hard  and  fast  prescribed  studies,  the  modem 
tendency  is  to  make  the  courses  of  study  for  every  subject  as  nearly 
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as  possible  of  equal  difliculty  and  value,  and  all  elective,  with  a 
minimum  number  of  pnescribod  subjects,  a-nd  then  from  the  program 
of  studies  allow  every  pupil  to  select  his  or  her  own  curriculum. 
There  shoul^  be  no  protected  study,  unless  an  exception  be  made  in 
favor  of  English. 

In  Gennany,  by  the  government  regulations  of  1901,  from  a 
purely  educational  point  of  view,  German  takes  precedence  of  all 
Qther  subjects.  '*  The  course  begins  with  a  study  of  grammar  which 
aims  both  at  correctness  and  a  knowledge  of  idioms,  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  critical  standards  in  matters  of  style.  All  instruction 
in  grammar  is  baaed  upon  and  seeks  to  enlarge  the  pupils  already 
acquired  fund  of  knowledge,  the  method  generally  used  in  imparting 
a  foreign  language  being  forbidden  by  order  of  the  goverajnent  The 
efforts  of  the  teacher  are  forwarded  by  the  teachers  in  all  other  de- 
partments, including  those  of  scienoe  and  mathematics;  all  mem- 
bers of  the  faculty  incite  their  pupils  to  express  themselves  with  all 
possible  correctness,  clearness  and  elegance,  and  the  style  of  a  report 
or  an  examination  paper  weigh  largely  in  determining  the  mark. 
Particular  attention  is  paid  to  the  pupil's  oral  expression.  Only 
those  masterpieces  whose  excellence  is  beyond  dispute  are  admitted 
into  the  schools.''* 

Our  program  of  studies  has  the  great  merit  of  recognizing  the 
paramount  importaiice  of  science  in  modem  civilization.  In  the 
words  of  President  Eliot: — "  We  have  become  convinced  that  some 
intimate,  sympathetic  acquaintance  with  the  material  objects  of  the 
earth  and  sky  adds  greatly  to  the  happiness  of  life,  and  that  this 
acquaintance  should  be  begim  in  childhood  and  be  developed  all 
through  adolescence  and  maturity." 

In  the  first  year  of  the  High  School  Course  we  have  Botany  worth 
80  points  and  Physics  worth  20.  These  subjects  are  a  natural 
development  from  the  Xature  Lessons  of  the  common  schools, 
and  are  therefore  undoubtedly  the  proper  science  subjects 
with  which  to  begin  the  High  School  Course.  But  the  rela- 
tive values  given  now  are  wrong.  ''  In  the  world  at  large 
Physics  is  acknowledged  to  be  the  centre  on  wliich  hangs  our 
knowledge  of  natural  forces,  the  foundation  on  which  has  been  laid 
the  most  characteristic  achievements  of  the  age  of  steam,  of  machin- 
ery, of  transportation,  of  steel  or  of  electricity.  Among  all  the 
sciences  that  deal  with  material  things,  Physics  stands  first.  In  a 
school,  therefore,  which  recognizes  in  its  work,  so  far  as  a  school  can, 
the  activities  of  modern  life.  Physics  should  take  tlie  position  which 
the  world  has  assigned  to  it  as  ts  rightful  place  among  the  "natural 
sciences,  "f 

•  O.  Thiergen,  Die«den,  (jerniany. 
t  Prin.  C.  F.  Warner,  Springfield. 
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In  the  first  year  it  is  utilized  to  explain  some  of  the  simplest 
natural  phenomena,  and  it  is  correlated  with  the  simplest  mathe- 
matics. Id  the  second  year  it  naturally  develops  into  Chemistry, 
to  be  followed  in  the  third  year  by  Mathematical  Physiol. 

It  would  be  a  great  injustice  to  40  per  cent  of  pupils  (who 
leave  at  the  end  of  the  first  year),  to  omit  or  slight  Physics.  It 
should  be  studied  during  the  winter  months  and  should  be  valued  at 
60  points.  This  would  leave  autumn  and  spring  (when  plants 
could  be  easily  obtained,  or  better  still  observed  in  their  natural  habi- 
tats) for  the  study  of  Botany,  which  should  be  valued  at  50  points 
also. 

Drawing  is  another  subject  deserving  of  more  attention  than  it 
receives.  President  Pritchett  tells  us  that  ^^  the  Manual  Training 
school  has  made  a  great  contribution  to  the  cause  of  education  by  the 
fresh  demonstration  which  it  has  given  of  the  pedagogic  value  of 
mechanical  and  freehand  drawing."  The  value  of  this  lee- 
son  it  would  be  difficult  to  overestimate.  There  is  no  study 
which  approaches  dra^^ing  as  a  means  for  training  the  eye 
and  for  de\'eloping  the  powers  of  observation.  For  the  pur- 
poses of  the  school  it  is  one  of  the  ready  and  most  available  studies, 
and  it  ought  to  form  a  part  of  the  curriculum  of  every  High  School 
President  Elliot  says : — "  I  have  examined  all  the  courses  oflFered  by 
the  university,  and  can  find  but  one  (the  course  in  theology)  in  which 
a  knowledge  of  drawing  would  not  bo  of  immediate  value.  It  ia 
monstrous  that  the  school  which  prepares  for  college  should  give 
four  or  five  hours  a  week  to  Greek  and  no  time  to  drawing." 

In  nearly  every  subject  which  they  study,  pupils  would  be  greatly 
assisted  by  good  blackboard  illustrations.  There  is  scarcely  a  teacher 
on  the  staff  whose  value  to  the  schools  would  not  be  increased  ten  per 
cent,  if  she  learned  how  to  draw  well,  and  use  chalk  and  pencil  to 
assist  words  in  conveying  to  her  pupils  clear  ideas  in  geography, 
history,  Nature  Study,  etc.,  thus  securing  interest  and  attention. 

To  artisans,  drawing  is  a  necessity  if  they  would  ever  rise  above 
Uie  crudest  fonns  of  manual  labor.  For  some  kinds  of  ideas,  draw- 
ing forms  the  only  adequate  means  of  expression.  Drawing  fosters 
the  pupils'  inherent  love  of  the  beautiful  io'  form  and  color,  and 
assists  him  to  appreciate  some  of  the  grandest  conceptions  of  human 
genius  which  are  embodied  in  art. 

Drawing  then,  on  account  of  its  practical  value  to  the  industrial 
classes,  its  value  as  an  educational  instnmient  of  great  effectiveness, 
and  its  power  in  devoloping  the  higher  forms  of  enjoyment  and  cul- 
ture should  be  particularly  emphasized  throughout  every  grade  of  the 
High  SchcK)!  Course. 
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Although  the  pupils  enter  our  High  Schools  fairly  well 
prepared,  yet  there  are  many  of  them  who  find  the  work 
vice  to  them  as  social  and  industrial  leaders  have  to  be  slighted  or 
neglected,  for  example,  penmanship,  singing,  public  speaking,  labor- 
atory practice,  etc.  The  remedy  for  this  is  not  the  elimination  of 
some  subjects  from  the  program  of  studies,  nor  a  reduction  of  the 
amount  of  work  in  some  subjects,  but  rather  a  better  correlation  of 
studies,  especially  in  mathematics  and  English,  and  the  extension  of 
the  time  from  three  to  four  years.  The  usual  High  School  Course 
in  the  United  States  is  four  years,  and  many  of  the  ablest  education- 
ists there  are  strongly  advocating  its  extension  to  six  years.:}: 

The  extension  of  the  course  to  four  years  would  enable  our  High 
Schools  to  do  more  thorough  w^ork  in  some  of  those  subjects  whiich 
are  now  at  a  disadvantage  both  in  the  school  recitations  and  in  home 
preparation.  We  might  then  expect  those  going  to  college  to  be  much 
better  prepared  in  Latin,  smd  those  not  going  to  college  might  special- 
ize to  a  greater  extent.  The  necessity  for  an  additional  year  is  so 
great  that  students  are  often  advised  to  take  the  work  of  the  third 
year  over  again,  and  a  few  of  them  have  the  good  sense  to  do  so. 

Academy   Librabt. 

The  Halifax  Academy  Library  has  for  many  years  been  under  the  manage* 
ment  of  Mr.  J.  W.  Logan,  B.  A.,  classical  master.     Being  well  versed  in  a  wide 

range  of  subjects,  and  having  the  literary  instinct  well  developed,  his  selection  of 
bool^  has  been  uniformly  good,  so  that  with  the  small  means  at  his  command  he 
hajs  built  up  a  library  in  which  there  is  no  waste  material  and  of  which  the  Aca- 
demy may  well  be  proud.  But  better  still,  the  books  are  utilized.  By  occasional 
judicious  remarks  and  questions  he  helps  to  some  extent  to  awaken  interest  in 
good  books  and  to  cultivate  taste, — sometimes  more  fruitful  in  good  results  and 
'lasting  benefit  than  the  ordinary  work  of  the  Academy.  In  his  Library  Report 
for  the  year  ending  July,  1906,  he  says: — "The  Academy  Library  now  contains 
1,300  volumes.  Tli  total  number  of  books  borrowed  from  the  Library  last  term 
by  teachers  and  pupils  was  1,190,  considerably  more  than  the  number  in  circula- 
tion during  the  previous  term.  John  Drury,  a  student  of  last  year's  B  class 
(classical)  did  voluntarily  nearly  all  the  work  involved  in  the  exchanging  of 
books. 

Grant's  sketch  of  the  life  of  Joseph  Howe  wa«  published  last  year  by  Messrs. 
A.  &  W.  Mackinlay,  and  the  editor's  share  of  the  profits  to  date  (amounting  to 
$25)  will  be  invested  this  year  in  the  purchase  of  new  books  and  the  replacing  of 
old  ones  which  have  become  worn  out." 


t  In  Japan  the  high  school  program  of  studies  extends  over  five  years.  It  was 
mainly  framed  by  two  distinguished  .lapAnese  educationists,  one  of  whom  was  educated 
in  America  the  other  in  Europe.  Being  unhampered  by  tradition,  and  uninfluenced 
by  prejudice*,  they  were  allowed  to  appropriate  what  the  experience  of  every  other 
country  had  shown  to  be  best.  The  result  was  a  program  of  studies  very  similar  to 
ours  except  thnt  very  much  greater  stress  was  laid  upon  the  modern  languages  and 
gymnastics,  while  Latin  and  Greek  were  omitted.  The  twofold  object  was  to  fit 
students  for  the  colleges  and  to  prepare  them  to  immediately  enter  ''practical  pursuits  " 
These  high  schools  were  established  about  fifteen  years  ago  and  h^ve  no  doubt 
contributed  largely  in  placing  Japan  among  the  great  powers  of  the  world. 
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Academy   Entrance  Examination. 

Thai  we  may  be  entitled  to  draw  the  maximum  amount  ot  provincial  grant 
it  ia  required  that  cnere  be  enrolled  a  minimum  number  of  students  who  htive 
entered  by  the  re^lar  government  entrance  examination.  There  is  always  a 
sufficient  number  enrolled  in  grades  B  and  C  to  draw  the  full  g^^ant,  so  that  we 
need  not  be  restricted  in  admitting  pupils. 

At  the  regular  entrance  examination  at  the  end  of  the  school  year,  nearly  200 
pupiU  usually  apply  for  admission.  The  reading  of  about  1000  examination 
papers  is  a  veiy  serious  addition  to  the  labors  of  the  teachers  when  they  are 
exhausted  by  teaching  such  large  classes  throughout  the  year.  On  this  account, 
and  for  other  reasons,  it  was  thought  well,  as  an  experiment,  to  modify  the  regu- 
lations and  admit,  upon  i.ie  certificate  of  their  teachers,  those  pupils  concerning 

whose  fitness  there  could  be  no  doubt,  provided  that    the  teacher   had    already 
proved  his  fitness  by  tne  success  of  his  former  pupils. 

The  following  resolution  therefore  received  the  consent  of  the  Board  on  the 
first  of  June: — 

"  In  order  to  prevent  interference  with  the  work  of  the  Academy,  the  method 
of  conducting  the  lentrance  examination  for  this  year  shall  be  modified  as  follows: 

The  principals  of  the  schools  doing  grade  VIII  work  are  required  to  forward 
to  the  School  Board  office,  not  later  than  the  22nd  of  June,  a  list  of  uU  their  grade 
yill  pupils,  in  three  groups,  arranged  in  the  order  of  merit  and  showing  tneir 
standing  in  each  of  the  subjects  re(]uired  by  vae  entrace  examinations, — ^the  first 
group  to  contain  the  names  of  those  whom  their  teachers  believe  to  be  thoroughly 
qualified  for  high  iSchool  work;  the  second  group  the  names  of  those  about  whose 
fitness  their  teacners  are  doubtful,  and  the  third  group  the  names  of  those  who 
tare  clearly  unable  satisfactorily  to  go  on  with  High  School  work. 

The  Supervisor  and  teachers  of  the  Academy  shall  fix  standards  of  qualifica- 
tion and  admit  without  examination  those  whom  they  consider  well  qualified. 

The  second  group  and  any  very  special  cases  from  group  three,  having 
finisheil  the  work  of  grade  VIII,  and  deserving  of  promotion,  shall  be  required  to 
attend  the  regular  entrance  examination  conducted  by  the  Supervisor  in  Alexan- 
dra School.  Thp  examination  papers  shall  be  examined  and  passed  upon  by  the 
teachers  of  the  Academy  as  heretofore.'' 

Physical   Education   in    the   Academy. 

The  physical  (Hiueation  of  the  pupils  of  the  Academy  is  not  wholly  neglected. 
A  large  number  of  Hip  girls  took  a  course  in  Calisthenics  from  Miss  E.  "M.  Cart- 
wright  of  the  Ladies'  College.  MisH  Cartwright's  system  of  drill  is  undoubtedly 
the  most  graceful,  interesting  and  recrc^ative  yet  seen  in  Halifax.  It  would  he  a 
great  l)oon  to  our  schools  if  the  Board  could  secure  her  services  for  a  course  of 
training  for  tlu'  younger  lady  teachers,  who  could  then  introduce  the  system  into 
the  other  <!epartnients  of  their   respective  schools. 

The  late  Dr.  Cogswell  left  a  he<iuest  of  £1000,  the  interest  to  be  used  in  .ae 
encoiira  gen  lent  of  military  drill  for  High  School  hoys.  Regarding  the  Csidet  Corp*. 
which  owes  its  existence  to  this  l)ei|uest,  and  which  has  been  doing  good  work  for 
several  years,  Principal    Kennedy  reports: 

"  During  the  pa.st  school  year.  August,  1004.  to  July,  1905,  our  Academy  boys 
had  24  drills  of  one  hour  each  with  Sergt.-Major  Lockhart  in  the  Armouries.  He 
drilled  on  Friday  afternoons  from  3  to  4,  from  the  opening  of  the  term  till  Christ- 
mas, and  resuni'!  d  early  in  April.  All  boys,  except  those  whose  hcMnes  are  outside 
of  the  County,  and  who  consecjuently  are  required  to  pay  a  tuition  fee,  ai* 
required  to  drill.  The  Sc1hx>1  Board  provides  uniform.s,  including  caps  and  stock 
inga,  and  the  X.iovcrnnipnt  furnishi*s  belts  and  rifles.  The  Government  also  supplied 
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us  with  20  rounds  of  cartridges  for  gallery  practice,  as  well  as  20  rounds  of 
ammunition,  free  transport  to  Bedford,  and  the  free  use  of  the  Bedford  range  for 
one  day.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  this  pant  of  the  work  is  much  appreciated  by 
the  boys.  Indeed,  the  great  majority  of  them  enjoy  the  whole  work,  and  it  is,  in 
my  opinion,  of  both  present  and  permanent  benefitt  to  them. 

In  the  Bedford  shooting,  the  Chipman  cup  was  won  by  a  score  of  72  out  of  a 
possible  80 — not  quite  so  high  as  on  the  previous  year, — ^but  the  average  made  by 
the  80  boys  on  tne  range  was  higher  than  ever  before. 

The  corps  is  divided  into  two  companies.  No.  1,  comprising  those  who  had 
grilled  prior  to  last  term,  and  No.  2,  those  who  had  not.  I'he  Cadets  elect,  by 
ballot,  tneir  own  captains  and  subalterns.  The  Captain  of  No.  1  last  term  was 
Louis  Albert  Buckley,  and  of  No.  2,  Thomas  McCully  Creighton." 

This  military  drill  has  been  very  useful  to  the  boys.  They  have  been  well  set 
up  by  it,  and  present  quite  a  soldierly  appearance  on  ;parade,  while  the  invaluable 
habit  of  prompt  obedience  has  been  formed. 

Possibly  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  had  more  of  the  all-round  muscle 
development  resukmg  from  gymnastic  exercises,  and  less  of  the  formal  military 
drill,  which  is  too  much  specialized  for  boys  of  that  age. 

In  addition  to  these  forms  of  physical  exercises,  the  students  were  encouraged 
to  devote  as  much  time'  as  possible  in  fine  weather  io  out -door  game«  and  field 
sports— unquestionably  the  most  agreeable  and  beneficial  form  of  phyiscal 
education. 

Common   (Schools. 

AfricviVe  School, — There  has  been  improvement  in  the  neatness  of  the  room 
and  in  the  interest  and  work  of  the  pupils. 

Alexandra  School. — There  are  now  778  in  attendance,  an  average  of  55  pupils 
in  each  department.  There  were  42  pupils  in  grade  IX,  and  the  work  was  most 
satisfactory. 

BloomfieM  Street  School. — ^This  school  had  an  average  of  58  pupils  in  each 
department, 

College  Street  School. — Neatness,  cleanliness,  good  order,  ami  good  taste  in  all 
its  appointments,  characterize  this  school.  The  3rd  department  is  for  boys  of  the 
four  higher  grades,  who  find  it  too  far  to  go  to  other  schools.  The  work  is  excel- 
lent. In  the  7th  department,  Mme.  O'Loane  has  proved  herself  to  be  a  thoroughly 
competent  Kindergiirtner. 

(Juinpool  Road  School. — There  has  been  an  increase  of  44  in  the  attendance. 
The  school  as  a  whole  is  doing  superior  work.  We  have  here  a  striking  example 
of  the  regenerating  influence  of  teachers  of  strong  personality  and  of  the  benefit 
of  improvM  environment  in  raining  the  moral  tone  and  increasing  the  self-reepect 
of  the  pupils  of  this  locality, — an  influence  extending  even  to  the  parents  and  older 
brothers  and  sisters.  The  children  that  were  once  careless,  idle,  and  unhappy,  are 
now  busy  with  ciieir  lessons  or  enjoying  healthful'  recreation,  or  absorbed  in  some 
interesting  book  selected  irom  their  library,  which  has  something  suited  for  every 
stage  of  child-development.  Besides  being  reoA  by  the  pupils,  many  of  these  book* 
are  read  with  profit  by  other  members  of  the  families  into  wnich  they  go.  Mr. 
R.  I.  Hart,  to  whose  wise  generosity  we  owe  this  excellent  library,  could  not  have 
spent  the  same  amount  of  money  in  any  other  way  so  advantageously,  in  adding 
to  the  mental  and  moral  improvement  and  enjoyment  of  so  many  peoplb. 

St.  Jo9eph*8  School. — Young  Street  School,  comprising  both  hoys  and  girlfi, 
having  become  overcrowded,  a  very  handsome  new  buildine  wai  erected  across  the 
street  for  the  girls.    8r.  Florence,  Vice-Principal  of  the  old  school,  becanie  Prin- 
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pal  of  the  new.  In  this  building  there  are  six  departments,  a  large  assembly  nail, 
and  a  commodious  basement.  The  hall  has  already  been  utilized  for  several  excel- 
lent entcrtainm^ts  in  which  the  pupils  were  the  chief  actors.  It  was  largely 
through  the  energy  and  tact  of  8r.  Florence  that  the  Board  was  induced  to  erect 
such  a  model  school.  Mr.  Busch,  the  architect,  and  Mr.  Harris,  the  contractor, 
deserve  much  credit  for  the  architectural  merits  and  the  first-class  worksmanstup 
which  characterize  the  building. 

St  Mary  s  Boys*  School. — Over  thirty  years  ago  a  somewhat  showy  building 

for  m,  Mary's  Bovs'  School  was  erected  on  Barrington  Street.  Internally  it  was 
very  badly  adapted  for  a  modern  school,  and  being  in  tne  vicinity  of  tall  build- 
ings it  was  crowded,  badly  lighted,  and  had  no  basement.  Its  place  has  now  been 
taken  by  a  large  three-storey  brick  building  on  Grafton  Street.  The  rooms  are 
large,  well-lighted  and  well -furnished.  The  large  assembly  hall  ia  likely  to  be  of 
great  value  as  a  social.   intelTectual,   and  musical  centre  for  the  pupils  and  uieir 

parents.  Father  O'Sullivan  haa  trained  a  Tonic  Sol-fa  Choir  composed  of  boys  of 
the  school.  His  success  has  been  very  remarkable,  demonstrating  the  superiority 
of  tonic  sol-fa  for  school  purposes  and  as  the  best  introduction  to  the  staff 
notation. 

These  great  imporvements  in  their  environment  will  no  doubt  act  an  a  moral 
and  intellectual  stimulus  to  teachers  and  pupils  alike. 

8t,  Patricks  Oirh*  School. — In  this  school  there  were  three  teachers  doing 
High  School  work,  wita  J03  pupils  enrolled,  and  ten  teachers  doing  common  school 
work  with  646  pupils,  that  is  an  average  of  over  64  pupils  to  each  teacher.  As 
all  the  higher  departments  have  a  seating  accommodation  for  only  about  40  or  50, 
it  is  evident  that  the  primary  departments  must  have  been  most  seriously  over- 
crowded. In  fact,  the  enrolment  in  all  departments  below  grade  VI  ¥ra8  in  excess 
of  the  number  allowed  by  tue  Education  Act,  and  in  one  department  it  was 
more  than  double   that   number.     With   such  crowded   rooms   the   teachers   and 

pupils  must  suffer  in  health,  and  school  work  must  suffer  in  quality.  The  High 
School  departments  have  no  room  for  science  work.  A  Commercial  Department 
was  opened  in  a  cap-room,  Lnit  it  had  to  be  discontinued.  These  are  some  of  the 
inconveniences  caused  by  insutficient  room  in  a  school  where,  in  spite  of  many  dis- 
advantages, the  work  in  every  department  has  for  many  years  been  considered 
equal  to  the  be«t  in  the  City  schools. 

The  congestion  cannot  be  satisfactorily  relieved  by  the  renting  of  small  rooms 
in  the  neighborhood.  The  only  adequate  remedy  is  a  new  building.  I  would 
r€H!ommend  that  it  contain  six  departments,  and  as  the  school  is  the  largest  in  the 
City,  with  the  exception  of  -...exandra,  a  good  assembly  hall  should  be  provided. 
•  A  building  very  similar  to  that  provided  for  St.  Joseph's  scnool  would  be  very 
satisfactory. 

Respectfully    submitted, 

A.  McKat. 


APPENDIX  TO   SUPERVISOR  McKAY'S  REPORT. 

Educattoxal   Values   and   tup:   Modern    Curriculum. 

(This  is  the  substance  of  a  paper  ^v^^tteII  by  Prof.  F.  E.  Bolton 
of  the  Department  of  Education  State  University  of  Iowa,  together 
with  a  few  quotations  from  other  educationists  in  support  of  the 
position  taken  by  Prof.  Bolton.  The  framing  of  a  program  of 
studies  is  so  res[)onsible  and  difficult  a  task  that  it  should  be  under 
taken  only  by  those  who  have  made  a  special  study  of  Education  and 
Psychology.) 
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A  Chinaman  was  once  asked  why  the  Chinese  always  built  pago- 
das fourteen  stories  high.  The  reply  was :  ''  That  is  the  way  to 
build  a  pagoda."  Very  similar  is  the  reason  frequently  given  as  to 
why  a  course  of  study  should  contain  certain  subjects,  ^nd  only 
these.  The  curriculum  is  modelled  upon  traditional  patterns,  and 
the  assumption  is  made  that  that  is  the  proper  way  to  have  them. 
What  has  been  long  in  a  course  receives  traditional  approval,  and  it 
becomes  assumed  that  each  particular  branch  has  some  special  value. 
Should  the  question  be  raised  as  to  why  a  given  study  is  in  the  cur- 
riculum, or  why  recommended  to  be  taken  by  the  pupil,  nine  out  of 
ten  persons,  laymen  and  teachers  alike,  would  give  one  of  two 
answers: — (1)  because  it  is  useful;  or  (2),  because  it  is  a  valuable 
mental  discipline.  Probably  almost  every  subject  first  gained  an 
entrance  because  of  its  supposed  immediate  utility.  J]ut  once  in, 
even  though  it  has  outlived  its  usefulness  many  centuries,  it  is  apt 
to  hold  its  place  because  of  its  supposed  disciplinary  value. 

Unfortunately,  the  logical  sequence  of  topics  and  psychological 
symmetry  have  been  the  chief  principles  comsidered  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  courses  of  study.  The  subject  of  study  has  been  more  con- 
sidered than  the  child. 

Concerning  the  High  School,  the  idea  has  become  widespread  that 
it  i9  chiefly  a  place  for  discipline  and  training  and  the  cultivation 
of  mental  poA^ier.  Every  platform  sj^eaker  emphasizes  and  every 
fledgeling  orator  re-echo€^  the  thoughts  about  the  paramount  import- 
ance of  mental  discipline.  liut  the  disciplinary  idea  is  giving  away 
to  that  of  practical  utility. 

Teachers  are  told  that  "  mental  power  is  a  more  valuable  result  of 
teaching  than  mere  knowledge,''  that  "  power  abides,  facts  are  forgot- 
ten." Xow  there  is  no  psychological  warrant  for  these  assumptions. 
There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  formal  physical  [or  mental]  discipline. 
Energy  created  by  activity  flowing  in  one  channel  cannot  be  turned 
at  will  into  any  other  channel.       A  boxer  is  not  |>erforce  a  fencer. 

The  popular  mind  declares  that  a  child  should  memorize  gems  of 
poetr}',  proverbs,  entire  poetic  and  prose  selections,  etc.,  in  the  perfect 
belief  that  his  general  memory  will  be  strengthened.  Xever  was  there 
a  greater  fiction.  While  it  is  a  good  thing  to  memorize  gems  of  poetry, 
the  reason  assigned  is  a  bad  one  pedagogically.  The  quotations 
should  be  learned  for  the  sake  of  thought.  By  careful  experimenta- 
tion. Prof.  James  and  others  have  shown,  and  I  have  confirmed  that 
long  practice  in  memorizing  material  of  one  kind  in  no  way  aids 
memory  for  totally  dflerent  things.  Even  long  attention  to  memoriz- 
ing of  poetic  writing  does  not  assist  much,  if  any,  in  memorizing 
prose.     Still  less  would  poetry  assist  in  the  memorizing  of  names  of 
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chemical  aiul  geological  specimens.  I  suspect  that  the  more  the  mind 
has  been  exercised  with  Latin  roots,  antediluvian  fossils,  amoeboid 
specimens,  or  mathematical  formulae,  the  less  apt  the  every  day  affairs 
are  to  be  remembered. 

We  know  also  that  there  are  many  types  of  memory.  One  person 
has  a  good  verbal  memory ;  a  second  a  memory  for  faces ;  a  third  for 
dates;  a  fourth  has  a  good  memory  for  facts  scientifically  arranged, 
etc.  So  with  other  faculties.  We  hear  much  fiction  concerning  the 
efficiency  of  certain  studies,  especially  natural  science,  in  training  to 
acuteness  of  observation.  Dr.  W.  T.  Harris  says, — '*  An  education 
in  science,  although  it  fits  a  person  to  observe  in  line  of  his  own 
specialty,  does  not  fit  him  to  observe  in  the  line  of  another  science 
which  he  has  not  investigated.  On  the  contrary,  the  training  in  one 
particular  line  rather  tends  to  dull  the  general  |K>wer  of  observation 
in  other  provinces  of  facts."  To  become  a  good  observer  in  any  direc- 
tion we  must  observe  much  and  carefully  in  that  direction.  We  must 
store  the  misid  with  a  fund  of  information. which  will  form  an  apper- 
QPiption  mass,  in  the  light  of  which  the  new  material  becomes  attrac- 
tive and  through  which  it  is  evaluated. 

Prof.  Thorndike  says : — **  Our  mental  functions  are  rather  highly 
specialized,  and  they  may  be  to  a  large  extent  independent  of  each 
other,  so  that  training  in  one  way  may  not  improve  others  markedly 
or  [)erhaps  at  all."  Accuracy  gained  in  arithmetic  is  not  carried  over 
into  spelling. 

( 
Prof.  Ilanus  remarks : — "  There  is  no  such    thing  as  power  in 

general  that  can  be  cultivated  through  the  pursuit  of  anie  subject,  and 
can  then  be  drawn  upon  at  any  time  for  successful  achievement  in 
other  subjwts.  That  a  man  shows  power  first  in  classics  and  after- 
ward in  mathematics  or  botany,  does  not  prove  that  the  man^s  mathe 
matieal  or  scientific  ability  was  developed  through  the  classics.  It 
proves  only  that  the  man  has  both  linguistic  and  mathematical  or 
scientific  ability. 

t- 

Latin  found  its  way  into  the  curriculum  when  all  books  were  writ- 
ten in  Latin,  so  that  it  was  a  practical  necessity.  It  was  retained  in 
the  Plnglish  grammar  schools  which  were  founded  "  to  fit  ye  youth 
for  \o  university."  American  schools  were  fashioned  after  the  same 
pattiM'n,  and  thus  Ixvame  Latinized. 

After  having  outlived  a  ])ractical  necessity,  why  is  Latin  retained? 
Tradition  kept  it  there,  and  the  u])per  schools  require  it  would  be  the 
real  answer,  hut  tlio  answer  has  l.>cen : — '*  (1)  It  ia  there  because  of 
its  ^reat  value  as  a  discipline  in  education;  (2)  because  of  its  prac- 
tical value  in  giviu^  an  understanding  of  the  vernacular,"       Thefiist 
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answer  is  based  (1)  upon  the  fact  that  it  has  such  a  large  hold,  and 
therefore  must  be  valuable;  and  (2)  because  it  is  said  that  all  great 
men  have  been  trained  to  strength  by  means  of  this  regime.  It  is 
said  that  all  the  best  students  in  the  school  come  from  the  classical 
course.  Let  us  search  out  the  fallacy.  In  the  first  place  the  best 
students  expect  to  go  to  college.  Now,  what  do  the  colleges  demand 
for  entrance  ?  In  the  second  place,  only  the  best  ones  take  the  clas- 
sics because  they  are  traditionally  difficult.  Under  such  conditions 
why  should  not  all  the  best  students  come  from  the  classical  course  ? 

Is  there  any  basis  of  fact  in  assuming  that  those  who  take  the  tra- 
ditional classics  and  mathematics  are  stronger  mentally  and  better 
trained  for  life's  duties,  more  fitted  for  the  higher  enjoyments  of  life, 
for  service  to  humanity  ?  True,  there  are  multitudes  who  come  up  to 
these  measurements  who  have  l>een  so  trained ;  but  is  it  not  because 
all  who  aimed- at  this  believed  that  the  traditional  road  was  the  only 
one  ?  Many  of  the  world's  illustrious  have  never  been  schooled  in  the 
traditional  arts,  and  many  who  have  been  so  schooled  have  not  be- 
come illustrious.  We  need  only  to  name  such  men  as  Shakespeare, 
who  knew  little  Latin^and  less  Greek,  arid  Lincoln,  trained  in  the 
school  of  adversity,  and  many  others,  to  show  that  there  are  other 
schools  which  may  develop  all  these  desirable  qualities.  Mr.  C.  H. 
Henderson  writes : — "  One  cannot  help  being  struck  anew  with  the 
numbers  of  people  who  have  come  to  distinction  quite  outside  of  the 
formal  ediicational  process,  not  uneducated  people,  but  people  educa 
ted  outside  of  the  schools,  by  life  itself.  The  great  literatures  and 
fine  arts  and  heroisms  have  not  been  the  exclusive  or  even  the  general 
performance  of  the  learned.  The  great  things  have  more  commonly 
been  done  by  men  and  women  of  organic  powers,  and  sincere  lives, 
and  warm  hearts." 

While  cheerfully  acknowledging  that  most  of  the  liest,  wisest,  most 
useful  men  of  our  time,  in  America  and  Europe,  have  taken  the  tra 
ditional  course,  may  we  not  rightfully  inquire  whether  their  culture 
and  wisdom  have  not  been  gained  through  contact  with  mjtm  of  wis 
dom  and  culture,  and  not  through  any  8i)ecial  discipline,  least  of  all 
thnnigh  subjects  which  have  not  caused  them  to  think  wise  thought; 
(I  refer  here,  of  course,  to  the  grammar  and  translation  period.)  We 
send  the  l>oy  to  college  and  then  ascrilie  his  development  to  the  formal 
discipline,  rather  than  to  the  inspiration  received  through  close  con- 
tact with  worthy  minds.  Would  he  not  have  emerged  from  the 
college  at  graduation  e<iually  wise,  equally  cultured,  equally  useful, 
had  an  entire  substitution  of  subjects  been  effected  ?  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  one  could  not  tell  H.  A.'s  from  B.  S.'s,  unless  thev  were 
labeled.  I  l)elieve  this  is  exactly  the  meaning  of  the  single  degree 
conferred  bv  Cornell  and  other  universities. 
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During  the  Middle  Ages,  Latin  was  indispensable  to  culture.  But 
the  classical*  period  of  human  history  was  the  most  barren  of  produc- 
tive thought,  not  because  of  Latin.  But  the  fact  shows  that  Latin  of 
itself  cannot  develop  culture.  The  Renaissance  was  a  turning  away 
from  dead  formalism — from  grammar,  from  rhetoric,  from  linguistic 
dexterity — to  a  study  of  realities — naturalism. 

Admitting  that  great  values  come  from  the  study  of  Latin,  permit 
me  to  suggest  that  the  average  Uigh  School  pupil  gets  little  of  the  scv- 
called  culture  value.  Prof.  Thordike,  of  Columbia,  made  an  investi- 
gation to  determine  the  amoimt  of  knowledge  and  appreciation  of 
Roman  Life  and  civilization  that  had  been  obtained  through  a  study 
of  Latin.  He  examined  a  considerable  number  of  students,  and 
found  a  surprising  ignorance  of  the  simplest  historical  facts.  He 
feels  sure  that  a  greater  appreciation  of  Roman  civilization  could 
have  been  gained  through  stu<lying  Roman,  history  in  English  less 
than  two  hours  a  week  for  a  year,  than  was  gained  through  four  years' 
study  of  the  language. 

Latin,  properly  studied,  may  have  great  value  for  English,  but 
some  doubt  even  tliat.  Dr.  Chamberlain  of  Clark  L^niversitv,  whose 
anthropological  investigations  have  received  such  merited  attention, 
asserts  that  much  of  the  supposed  value  of  Latin  for  English  has  little 
foundation  in  fact.  He  asserts  that  Latin  is  not  the  basis  of  English ; 
that  Latin  has  no  more  shaped  the  English  tongue  than  Rome  has 
built  the  Saxon  heart  or  made  the  Saxon  arm.  English  grammar  is 
soundly  Anglo-Saxon  run  through  the  sieve  of  a  mind  .that  never  had 
a  Latin  bent.     The  vocabulary  in  use  is  largely  Anglo-Saxon  ttx). 

T  do  not  wish  it  understood  that  I  should  like  to  have  the  classics 
banished  from  the  schools  and  colleges — by  no  means.  I  intend  that 
my  children  shall  have  an  acquaintance  with  them.  I  l)elieve  that 
they  possess  educational  values  peculiarly  their  own.  But  these  val- 
ues are  iw>t  the  ones  usuallv  ascribed  to  them.  And  a  correct  estima- 
tion  of  these  valuers  would  place  them  in  our  schools  in  different 
proportions.  In  the  first  nlace,  I  believe  that  they  have  a  value  in 
contributing  to  an  understan<ling  and  an  appreciation  of  our  own 
vocabulary,  l^ut  this  does  not  nwessit^ite  years  of  translation  and 
finicky  parsing.  The  end  should  not  Ix*  translation  at  all ;  for  transla- 
tion Phiglish  is  proverbially  poor  English.  In  tlie  second  place  they 
have  a  value  in  contributing  to  habits  of  carefulness  of  thinking. 
Tkis,  however,  is  not  })eculiar  to  the  classics.  German,  French  and 
non-language  subjects  would  do  the  same,  if  taugkt  continuously.  A 
third  value  is  on(>  similar  to  that  coming  from  biological  studv.  In 
biology  we  study  the  evolution  of  physical  stnicture;  in  the  classics 
the  evolution  of  psychological  processes.  Through,  language  develop- 
mvut  the  comparative  psychologis,t  has  gained  some  of  his  most 
important  chapters.  History  comes  in  the  same  category;  or,  more 
proi)erly,  l)iology,  dead  languages,  sociology,  anthropology,  genetic 
j)sycJiol()gy,  paleontology,  go\Ao^y,  are  all  historical  subjects. 
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If  Latin  aiul  mathematics  are  so  valuable  and  contribute  so  much 
to  strength,  why  are  they  not  kept  up  after.school  days  are  over?  We 
k^ep  up  literature,  historj',  science,  and  sociology,  and  feel  that  we 
grow  and  expand  because  of  them. 

But  I  am  afraid  the  lexicons  and  the  mathematical  manuals 
become  very  dusty.  The  truth  is  that  they  have  vital  interest  to  only 
a  limited  number.  Now,  these  things  which  touch  our  lives  are  the 
things  which  cause  us  to  think  and  to  develop.  And  as  education  is 
life  and  life  is  education,  should  we  not  bring  into  curricula  a  greater 
proportion  of  those  things  that  have  a  vital  relation  to  life  and  its 
interests. 

The  mind  grows  by  what  it  feeds  upon.  The  mind  is  a  functional 
product  of  all  its  past  experiences.  it  cannot  exercise  on  nothing. 
It  is  exercised  only  when  dealing  w^ith  facts.  It  grows  only  as  experi- 
ences accumulate.  To  chew  sole  leather  would  furnish  exercise,  but 
little  (nutriment.  Mental  gymnnastics  upon  valueless  material  is 
equally  inane. 

The  api)erception  theory  of  the  mind,  first  formulated  by  Herbert, 
changes  the  whole  point  of  view  of  instruction  and  education.  Accord- 
ing to  this  theory,  the  mind  can  grow  in  a  given  direction  only  through 
experience  received  in  that  direction.  Vague  and  general  g^'mnastics 
cannot  develop  the  mind,  because  it  can  lay  hold  only  of  those  new 
experiences  for  which  former  experiences  fitted  it.  According  to  this 
theory,  we  cannot  develop  the  sight  without  seeing,  the  hearing  with- 
out hearing,  the  emotions  without  feeling.  The  subject  matter  then 
becomes  of  great  moment.  It  must  have  desirable  content,  and  not 
be  mere  form ;  must  nourish,  not  merely  discipline.  To  teach  a  boy 
to  think  he  must  have  something  to  think  about.  Xo  formal  logic 
ever  made  a  thinker. 

Those  subjects  develop  the  mind  most  which  cause  the  most  . 
thought.  Now,  which  of  the  subjects  occupies  the  pupil's  thought;3 
most  where  not  actually  required  to  prepare  his  lessons  ?  It  seems  to 
me  there  can  be  but  one  answer:  those  which  deal  with  things  and 
human  activities.  What  subjects  deal  with  these  ?  Plainly  litera- 
ture, history,  economics,  sociology,  science.  The  Record-Herald 
showed,  upon  investigation,  that  in  almost  every  public  library  boys 
were  seekinff  books  on  electricitv.  Great  stalks  of  historv  and  litera- 
ture  find  their  w^ay  without  compulsion  into  the  boys'  and  girls' 
hands. 

The  boys  and  e^irls  in  the  High  Schools  are  just  ready  to  grapple 
with  many  of  those  problems  which  occupy  the  theater  of  action  about 
them.  Listen  to  their  debates.  What  do  they  choose  for  topics  ? 
Kaiser  Wilhelm  said  they  must  train  up  young  (Jermans,  not  Romans. 
Very  significant  is  the  dropping  of  compulsory  Greek  in  the  German 
gymnasia  and  the  substitution  of  optional  English.  It  is  a  measure 
designed  to  help  the  young  German  better  to  adjust  himself  to  envi- 
ronment. 

lo 
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Latin  and  Greek  have  also  been  omitted  from  entrance  require- 
ments to  London  University. 

Our  boys  and  girls  of  to-day  are  to  be  m.  the  midst  of  the  world's 
affairs  tomorrow ;  and  still  in  view  of  this,  there  are  those  who  would 
designedly  shut  them  off  from  the  world,  busy  them  with  expressions 
of  thought  absolutely  remote  from  present  day  interests,  make  them 
learn  mathematical  formulas,  w^hich  the  majority  will  never  use  direct- 
ly or  indirectly,  all  in  the  hope,  well  meant,  that  they  will  thus  learn 
to  think.  The  only  way  to  learn  to  think  is  to  have  something  to 
think  about. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing,  may  we  not  conclude  that  the  different 
studies  should  be  arranged  so  tliat  the  traditional  subjects  shall  receive 
no  more  attenion  than  others,  except  from  those  pupils  who  intend  to 
•^(peoialize  i  The  course  might  well  include  some  Latin  for  all,  possi- 
bly a  year,  and  more  for  those  who  specialize.  It  certainly  ought  to 
include  some  modern  language,  as  that  is  a  means  of  gaining  touch 
with  present  day  civilization,  affords  as  much  so-called  discipline  as 
the  classics,  and  is  very  apt  to  be  of  great  value.  English  should  be 
accorded  its  rightful  place,  not  as  a  parsing  exercise — we  spend  too 
much  time  on  that  sort  of  profitless  work  now — ^but  English,  which 
leads  the  student  into  all  the  best  thoughts  of  all  times.  The  youth 
should  be  saturate<l  with  tlie  greatest  literature,  and  through  the  ideas 
assimilated  his  entire  life  should  receive  bias  and  direction.  The 
sciences  should  be  included  in  every  course  for  every  student — not 
enough  to  be  s])ecialized,  but  enough  to  open  up  the  whole  vista  of  pos- 
sibilities. History  should  be  accorded  more  than  the  stingy  place  now 
given  it.  All  should  be  given  introductory  courses  in  algebra  and 
geoiuelry,  but  two  years  in  the  High  School  should  be  ample. 

We  must  break  down  the  false  notion  of  tho  absolute  difference 
between  that  which  is  of  utilitv  and  that  which  affords  culture.  In 
an  ideal  education  thcv  will  be  identical. 

Any  study  is  cultural  and  highly  educative  which  gives  power 
(knowledge)  ;  puts  one  in  tr)uch  and  in  sympathy  with  civilization; 
makos  one  open-minded ;  gives  one  breadth  of  interests ;  makes  one 
int'Oresting  and  likable,  refined,  and  useful  to  society.  True  culture 
means  (levelo]x^d  intellect  and  refined  feelings;  deals  with  morality 
as  well  as  things  intellectual.  Those  subjects  afford  most  culture 
which  come  nearest  to  life's  interests.  No  study  in  the  course  has  a 
right  to  a  place  for  its  formal  discipline  alone. 

W[\o  would  crack  nuts  for  the  exercise  in  cracking  them?  The 
facts  themselves  should  be  of  sufficient  value  to  justify  their  contem- 
plation. The  old  doctrine  of  educational  gymnastics  must  give  way 
to  the  new  one  of  nurture. 
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I  plead  for  the  cultivation  of  breadth  of  interests^  -and  the  con- 
necting of  formal  school  work  with  life's  interests.  Sir  William 
Hamilton  says  a  utilitarian  '^  is  simply  one  who  prefers  the  useful 
to  the  useless;  and  who  does  not?" 

President  Elliot  tells  us:  The  scientific  imagination  is  quite  as 
productive  for  humaia  service  as  the  literary  or  poetic  imagination. 

The  public  high  schools  and  colleges  should  ever  remain  true  cen- 
ters of  liberal  culture^  but  that  does  not  mean  that  they  should  assume 
that  only  a  certain  few  protected  subjects  are  cultural.  The  liber- 
ality comes  from  the  breadth  of  interests  stimulated^  the  development 
of  a  scientific  spirit  and  an  openness  of  mind.  Great  abiding  inter^ 
ests,  breadth  of  view,  and  richness  of  social  service  are  marks  of 
culture;  adherence  to  tradition,  contracted  vision  and  selfishness  of 
action,  marks  of  pedantry. 

President  Elliot  said  in  his  address  on  "  The  New  Definition  of 
a  Cultivated  Man,"  that  a  cultivated  man  should  possess,  not  all 
knowledge,  but  that  "  which  will  enable  him,  with  his  individual 
personal  qualities,  to  deal  best  and  sympathize  best  with  nature  and 
with  other  human  beings." 

Finally,  and  of  greatest  importance  as  educative  factors,  are  the 
personality  and  influence  of  the  living  men  and  women  who  are  in 
the  environment  of  the  youth.  Great  inspiring,  living  teachers 
can  do  infinitely  more  than  the  mere  pursuit  of  a  subject.  Next, 
and  perhaps  not  even  second  in  importance,  is  the  influence  of 
companions. 

Hence,  although  every  subject  may  contribute  to  will-power,  the 
direction  in  which  that  power  will  be  applied  is  absolutely  determined 
by  the  great  interests  and  passions  which  may  happeoi  to  lay  hold  of 
the  youth's  life.  So  the  course  of  study,  the  paper  curriculum,  is  a 
secondary  matter.  The  all-important  thing  is  to  have  great  souls 
which  breathe  out  abundant  life,  inspiring  and  invigorating  all  with 
whom  they  come  in  contact. 

MISCEI.LANEOU8     OPINIONS. 

President  Butler : — The  first  question  to  be  asked  of  aoiy  course 
of  study  is :  Does  it  lead  to  a  knowledge  of  our  contemporary  civili- 
zation ?     If  not,  it  is  neither  efiBcient  nor  liberal. 

President  D.  S.  Jordan,  Leland  Stanford  University : — The  doc- 
trine of  formal  discipline  which  underlies  so  much  of  the  traditional 
curriculum  of  the  high  school  and  early  college  years,  has  so  little 
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support  from  common  sense  and  psychology  that  the  common  admiit- 
istrators  of  the  high  school  will  be  obliged  to  examine  it  ver/ 
critically. 

President  Butler: — The  significance  of  the  development  of 
modem  education  can  be  best  estimated  by  the  progress  of  the  mo[i)c'^ 
tongue  toward  the  central  place  in  formal  instruction. 

Prof.  F.  C.  Lewis  of  Dartmouth  College  proved,  by  several  care- 
ful tests,  that  students  able  in  mathematical  reasoning  are  not  even 
generally  able  in  practical  reasonioig  and  law.  From  this  he  infers 
that  the  whole  theory  of  faculties  falls  to  the  ground  and  with  it  the 
stronghold  of  formal  discipline.  We  have  emphasized  mathematics 
as  the  great  subject  for  training  accuracy,  or  Latin  for  developing 
discrimination.  It  is  high  time  to  place  the  emphasis  where  it  be- 
longs— on  teaching  power. 

Michael  E.  Sadler,  Manchester,  Eng. : — The  tendency  toward 
scholarship  winning  as  an  end  in  education  leads  toward  trivial  and 
unreal  thiaigs,  a  result  of  which  is  want  of  the  grip  and  of  the  reality 
and  of  the  plain  speaking  oai  intellectual  matters  which  are  necessary 
to  develop  sturdy  thinking  power  among  the  boys  who  should  be  the 
future  leaders  in  all  departments  of  life. 

Prof.  W.  S.  Sutton  quoting  Elliott : — "  Leaders  of  educational 
thought  are  now  agreed  that  the  acquisition  of  a  competent  knowledge 
of  English  is  not  an  easy,  but  a  laborious  imdertaking,  that  indeed 
there  is  no  subject  in  which  skilled  and  systwnatic  instruction  is  of 
greater  value."  With  respect  to  paying  serious  attention  to  the 
mother-tongue,  the  ancient  Greeks  have  given  the  world  a  valuable 
lesson,  ft>r  their  linguistic  training  was  acquired  exclusively  through 
the  medium  of  their  own  tongue,  other  languages  l)eing  absolutelv 
prescribed. 

Prof.  W.  E.  Foster,  Bowdoin  College,  Maine : — ^For  one  educated 
under  the  old  pr(*scribed  regime,  and  iindoctrinated  with  the  vene^ 
able  idea  of  what  constitutes  a  liberal  education,  it  is  difiicult  to 
eliminate  the  ]>er3onal  equation.  Men  prefer  to  teach  the  things 
they  were  taught,  and  to  teach  them  in  the  same  w^ay.  So  the  mis- 
takes of  the  fathers  are  visited  upon  children  and  upon  children's 
children,  unto  how  many  generations  only  the  history  of  education 
can  tell.  Men  may  still  be  found  clinging  to  the  Mediaeval  doctrine 
that  certain  subjects  alone  train  certain  faculties  of  the  mind— one 
subject  for  the  reason,  another  for  the  memory,  still  a  third  for  the 
imagination,  and  possibly  one  royal  subject  (their  SDecialty)  which 
trains  all  the  faculties.  The  prestige  of  such  subjects  as  Latin, 
Geometry,  Alge\)Ta,  \a  dwc)  lo  tradition ;  it  is  the  heritage  from  m 
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age  y^hen  the  field  of  knowledge  was  much  narrower  than  it  is  to- 
day, when  science  had  no  place;  it  is  due  to  this  as  well  as  to  the 
conservative  influences  so  strong  in  education,  and  to  the  remarkable 
body  of  teachers  and  well-organized  methods  and  materials  which 
these  subjects,  more  than  others,  have  had  in  the  past. 

Is  it  sensible  to  say  that  a  schoolmaster  should  prescribe  the  same 
curriculum  for  all  his  pupils,  and  a  physician  the  same  diet  for  all 
his  patients  ?  Certainly  not,  for  in  both  instamces  the  value  of  the 
food  depends  on  the  power  of  the  individual  to  assimilate  it. 

In  an  elective  system,  where  every  pupil  is  allowed  to  select  his 
own  program,  he  is  amply  protected  from  the  damgers  of  a  foolish 
choice  by  the  advice  of  friends,  by  tradition,  by  physical  and  mental 
limitations,  by  the  number  of  hours  and  the  number  of  teachers 
available,  by  college  requirements,  by  deliberate  choice,  by  the  laws 
of  dependence  and  sequence  applied  to  the  order  of  studies,  etc. 

"  The  higher  education,"  says  Lord  Kelvin,  has  two  purposes : 
First,  to  enable  the  student  to  earn  a  livelihood,  and,  second,  to  make 
life  worth  living." 

Mr.  John  Harrison,  one  of  the  shrewdest  Scottish  merchants  in 
Edinburgh,  declares  in  favor  of  an  education  comprising  English, 
Mathematics,  Modern  Lainguages,  Science,  and  Drawing,  not,  how- 
ever, on  the  old  scholastic  lines,  but  in  keeping  Avith  the  Modem 
Spirit,  and  with  a  dire<?t  bearing  upom  practical  life. 
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L— HALIFAX  INSITUTION  FOR  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB, 

1905. 

J.   Fearon,  Principal. 

A.  H.  MacKat,  L.L.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 

SiE^ — The  following  is  a  brief  report  of  the  work  of  this  school 
during  the  year  1905.  The  total  attendance  for  the  year  was  110, 
of  whom  88  belonged  to  Nova  Scotia,  10  to  Newfoundland,  7  to  New 
Brunswick,  wad  5  to  P.  E.  Island. 

The  health  of  the  pupils  was  very  good,  no  serious  sickness  hav- 
ing appeared  during  the  year.  A  few  cases  of  Gterman  measles  and 
a  few  cases  of  ordinary  cold  were  the  only  visitations,  making  the 
year,  from  a  health  point  of  view,  one  of  the  best  in  the  history  of 
the  Institution.  Our  excellent  sanitary  conditions,  large  well-ven- 
tilated rooms,  and  the  great  care  the  matron  and  her  assistaait  have 
for  the  pupils,  explain  to  a  great  extent  the  reason  of  this  satisfactory 
state  of  things. 

In  the  educational  department,  no  interruptions  havioig  occurred 
through  ijlness,  better  results  than  usual  were  obtained.  About  75 
per  cent,  were  taught  on  the  oral  method,  the  remainder  being  tan^t 
on  the  manual  system.  The  teachers  and  other  officers  discharged 
their  duties  faithfully,  and  showed  a  deep  interest  in  the  pupils,  both 
in  school  and  out  of  it.  The  conduct  of  the  pupils  was  most  praise- 
worthy, an  interest  in  their  studies,  a  ready  willingness  to  help  in  the 
work  of  the  house  and  grounds,  and  a  kindly  spirit  towards  one 
another,  were  evident  throughout  the  year. 

There  are  doubtless  many  deaf  children  of  school  age 
throughout  the  Maritime  Provinces,  who  have  not  yet  been  bron^t 
under  instruction.  This  is  particularly  true  as  regards  P.  E.  Island 
and  Newfoundland,  where  the  governments  provide  for  only  a  limited 
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number  of  pupils.  Even  in  Nova  Scotia  and  Xew  Bruinswick,  where 
every  deaf  child  of  school  age  and  sound  mind  and  body  can  obtain 
admission  to  the  Institution,  there  are  childreai  growing  up  without 
education.  The  most  frequent  cause  of  this  is  the  misplaced  affection 
of  mothers  in  refusing  to  be  separated  from  their  afflicted  children, 
for  whom  they  have  naturally  more  than  usual  love  and  sympathy. 

It  is  often  hard  to  make  such  parents  see  that  this  is  really  a  form  of 
selfishness,  and  that  their  children  will  grow  up  to  blame  them  for 
depriving  them  of  education.  In  Nova  Scotia,  at  least,  everything 
possible  has  been  done  to  bring  the  existence  of  this  institution  to 
the  knowledge  of  parents  having  deaf  children.  Circulars  have  been 
sent  to  medical  men  troughout  the  province  asking  them  to  report 
any  children  completely  or  partially  deaf  who  may  come  under  their 
notice.  It  would  help  if  public  school  teachers  could  be  induced  to 
make  inquiries  regarding  the  existence  of  deaf  children  in  their  dif-. 
ferent  school  sections  and  to  send  the  adresses  of  the  parents  of  any 
such  children  they  may  hear  of  to  this  office. 

In  addition  to  the  education  of  the  schoolroom  the  boys  receive 
instruction  in  Sloyd  or  Manual  Training,  tailoring,  shoemaking,  and 
printing,  and  the  girls  in  dressmaking,  cooking  and  general  house 
work.  Both  boys  and  girls  are  given  exercises  in  physical  culture 
twice  a  week  by  a  certificated  teacher. 

J.   Fearon,  Principal. 


II.— HALIFAX    SCHOOL    FOR    THE    BLIND,    1905. 

(a.) — Thirty-Fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

J.   C.   Mackintosh^  President, 

INTRODUCTION. 

The  Board  of  Managers  have  great  pleasure  in  submitting  to  the 
members  of  the  Corporation,  to  the  Provincial  Governments  and 
Legislatures  interested,  and  to  the  many  friends  of  the  bliaid,  their 
thirty-fifth  amnual  report ;  and  in  so  doing,  they  desire  to  acknowledge 
their  indebtedness  to  Almighty  God  for  the  many  blessings  vouch- 
safed the  school  during  the  year  just  closed. 

superintendent's    report. 

In  the  Superintendent's  report  will  be  found  a  brief  history  of 
the  year's  progress,  an  outline  of  the  work  being  carried  on,  and  a 
succinct  statement  of  the  needs  of  the  school. 
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The  teachers  in  the  several  departments  have  done  admirable 
work,  and  your  Board  feel  that  the  school  is  most  fortunate  in  having 
as  members  of  the  teaching  staff  so  many  zealous  and  experienced 
instructors.  The  Superintendent's  report  will  be  read  with  interest 
by  the  friends  and  supporters  of  tlie  institution. 

DOMESTIC    DEPARTMENT. 

In  a  school  of  this  character,  the  officials  and  assistants  in  the 
domestic  departmant  require  to  be  faithful,  efficient  and  painstaking 
in  their  work.  The  comfort,  health  and  happiness  of  the  household 
largely  depend  upon  the  thought  and  attention  given  to  their  daily 
duties  by  the  members  of  the  domestic  staff.  It  is  gratifying  to 
report  that  the  domestic  department  is  being  carried  on  with  marked 
efficiency  and  economy. 

During  the  year,  the  housekeeper,  Mrs.  Drillio,  and  the  boys' 
matron,  Mrs.  Hussey,  resigned  their  positions.  Their  places  have 
since  l>een  taken  by  Miss  L.  J.  Bray,  and  Mrs.  Langille,  both  of 
whom  have  proved  themselves  to  be  capable  and  i-eliable  heads  of 
departments. 

Miss  L.  Lockward,  matron  of  the  junior  department,  and  Miss 
E.  Lockward,  matron  of  the  girls'  department,  have  discharged  their 
duties  with  commendable  energy  and  effiicency. 

FINANCIAL    SUPPORT. 

Your  Board  regret  that  the  current  receipts  are  not  sufficient  to 
meet  the  necessary  current  expenses.  In  a  previous  report  we  called 
attention  to  the  increased  cost  of  living,  resulting  from  the  advance 
in  prices  paid  on  provisions,  fuel,  w^ages,  etc.  The  present  cost  per 
pupil  is  about  $200.00  per  annum.  This  cost  cannot  be  reduced 
without  impairing  the  efficiency  of  the  school.  Our  annual  expendi- 
ture on  each  pupil  is  less  than  two-thirds  of  that  in  the  School  for  the 
Blind  at  Brantford,  Ontario.  Our  three  sources  of  income,  are  first, 
the  provincial  and  municipal  grants;  second,  the  interest  upon 
funded  bequests:  and  third,  subscriptions  and  donations.  During 
the  last  session  of  the  legislature  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  "  Act  Respect- 
ing the  Education  of  the  Blind  "  was  amended  so  as  to  provide  for 
the  annual  payment  of  $180.00  j>er  pupil  by  the  province  and  muni- 
cipalities :  an  increase  of  $30.00  per  pupil  over  the  amount  previously 
paid. 

The  statutory  contributions  from  New  Bninswnck,  Prince  Ed- 
ward Island,  and  Xewfoimdland,  for  the  past  year  were  respectively, 
Xew  Bnmswick,  $150.00  per  pupil;  Prince  Edward  Island,  $75.00 
per  pupil;   and  Newfoundland,  $150.00  per  pupil.       Your  Board 
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would  respectfully  urge  upon  the  Governments  and  Legislatures  of 
these  three  provinces  the  necessity  of  increasing  their  annual  grant 
per  pupil  to  $180.00,  thus  making  the  allowance  per  pupil  the  same 
as  that  received  from  Nova  Scotia.  We  believe  that  this  increase 
will  commend  itself  to  the  business  judgment  of  the  respective  Gov- 
ernments and  L^islatures,  and  in  view  of  the  importance  of  the 
matter  to  the  well  being  of  this  institution,  we  respectfully  request 
that  the  increase  be  made  so  as  to  cover  the  payments  for  the  current 
school  year,  otherwise  we  shall  have  to  face  a  deficit. 

NEEDED    INFORMATION. 

One  of  the  difficulties  with  which  we  have  had  to  contend  with 
for  many  years  has  been  the  obtaining  of  information  with  respect 
to  the  whereabouts  of  blind  children.  The  educational  authorities 
in  the  respective  provinces  have  rendered  material  aid  in  securing 
the  names  and  addresses  of  children  of  schoolable  age.  Each  teacher 
in  making  his  semi-annual  returns  is  supposed  to  send  in  to  the  edu- 
cational department  the  names  of  all  children,  who,  owing  to  lack  of 
sight,  are  unable  to  attend  the  public  schools.  Unfortunately,  maoy 
of  the  teachers  do  not  appreciate  the  value  of  these  returns.  Hence 
in  many  districts,  blind  children  are  allowed  to  grow  up  without  the 
privilege  of  the  education  which  this  school  would  gladly  give  them 
free  of  charge.  The  loss  of  sight  is,  in  itself,  a  serious  drawback 
to  amy  boy  or  girl,  but  the  loss  is  many  times  increased  when  the 
boy  or  girl  is  deprived  of  educational  advantages.  The  child  with 
sight  may  never  enter  a  school  house,  may  never  learn  to  read  or 
write,  and  yet  may  become  an  active,  self-supporting  citizen.  The 
blind  child  without  education  is  doomed  to  live  a  life  of  idleness,  aaid 
to  be  dependent  upon  others  for  his  support.  Under  those  circum- 
stancei?,  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  urge  the  school  teachers  of  Xova  Scotia, 
New  Brunswick,  Prince  Edward  Island,  aaid  Newfoundland,  to 
help  us  in  furthering  the  education  of  the  blind.  This  they  can  best 
do  by  carefully  placing  in  their  semi-anual  returns,  the  names,  ages, 
and  addresses  of  all  children  in  their  respective  districts,  who  are 
partially  or  totally  blind.  ClergjTnen,  doctors,  and  others  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  the  blind,  may  greatly  aid  the  cause  of  education  by 
sending  to  the  Superintendent  of  this  school  full  information  with 
respect  to  any  blind  child  in  their  respecti^'e  localities. 

THE     WOEK     OF    THE     INSTITUTION. 

The  growing  interest  that  has  been  evinced  by  the  public  in  the 
work  of  this  institution  has  been  a  great  source  of  pleasure  to  your 
Board.  When  it  was  first  proposed  to  erect  a  School  for  the  Blind 
at  Halifax,  there  were  many  who  doubted  the  necessity  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  such  an  institution.  The  public  interest  in  the  education 
and  training  of  the  blind  has  steadily  increased.     To-day,  the  value 
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of  the  work  of  the  institution  is  very  fully  recognized.  We  have  al- 
ways kept  steadily  in  mind  the  necessity  for  familiarizing  all  classes 
of  the  community  with  the  aims  and  objects  of  the  sclux)!.  With 
this  end  in  view,  regular  monthly  concerts  have  been  given  at  the 
institution  throughout  the  school  year.  Public  meetings  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  blind  have  been  held  many  times  in  each  city  and  town 
throughout  the  Maritime  Provinces  and  Newfoundland.  A  series  of 
free  concerts  has  been  given  at  the  school  during  the  prepress  of  the 
Provincial  Exhibitions.  We  have,  in  short,  done  everything  in  our 
power  to  make  known  the  educational  work  of  the  school  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  The  result  of  this  policy  of  wide 
publicity  has  been  most  gratifying.  Our  graduates,  as  teachers  of 
music,  pianoforte  tuners,  etc.,  now  find  more  ready  employment  than 
ever  before,  and  there  is  no  lack  of  confidence  in  their  professional 
or  mechanical  skill. 

The  thanks  of  your  Board  is  most  cordially  tendered  to  the  press 
of  the  city  and  country,  which  has  at  all  times  ably  seconded  our 
efforts  to  further  tlie  interests  of  the  school  and  the  welfare  of  the 
blind. 

The  clergy  of  all  denominations,  and  the  medical  men  in  all  parts 
of  the  provinces,  have  likewise  placed  us  under  obligation  for  the 
kind  interest  they  have  always  taken  in  the  progress  of  the  institu- 
tion. In  this  connection,  we  may  state  that  during  the  summer 
vacation  the  assemblv  hall  and  schoolrooms  in  our  new  school  build- 
ing  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Canadian  Medical  Association, 
which  held  it^  anual  meeting  in  Halifax  in  August  last.  The  meet- 
ings were  attended  by  upwards  of  three  himdred  medical  men  from 
all  parts  of  the  Dominion.  Your  Board  feel  confident  that  the  out- 
come of  the  meetings  in  this  institution  cannot  fail  to  be  of  advantage 
to  the  blind  throughout  Canada. 

THE    SUPERINTENDENT. 

Your  Directors  cannot  close  the  annual  report  for  1905  without 
referring  to  the  constant  and  untiring  labours  of  our  esteemed 
Superintendent,  Dr.  C.  F.  Fraser.  His  exertions  on  behalf  of  the 
School  for  the  Blind,  and  also  of  the  blind  of  the  Maritime  Provin- 
ces and  Xcwfoundland,  have  made  his  name  a  household  word  in  all 
parts  of  the  country.  No  felt  need  of  the  school  escapes  his  atten- 
tion, whether  the  need  be  one  of  increased  accommodation,  additional 
equipment,  or  a  matter  of  administration.  That  this  institution 
now  ranks  as  one  of  the  foremost  schools  for  the  blind  on  the  contin- 
net,  is  mainly  due  to  the  administrative  ability  and  unceasing  efforts 
of  our  able  Superintendent.  The  achievement  of  to-day  is  but  a 
stepping  stone  to  the  further  achievement  of  to-morrow. 
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A  special  feature  of  the  work  of  the  Superintendent  is  the  active 
and  sympathetic  interest  he  evinces  in  the  graduates  of  the  school. 
Every  phase  of  their  life  is  followed  by  him  with  the  keenest  interest, 
and  his  thought  aaid  efforts  on  their  behalf  are  constant  and  unremit- 
ting. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. 

In  addition  to  the  donations  elsewhere  referred  to,  your  Board 
gratefully  acknowledge  the  following  bequests: — ^Estate  of  \V.  C. 
Urquhart,  Halifax,  $8,200;  estate  of  Mrs.  Allison  Smith,  Halifax, 
$2000;  estate  of  Mrs.  Thomas  Bolton,  Halifax,  $1000;  estate  of 
Archibald  Kennedy,  Charlotteto^m,  $1,343.23;  estate  of  Mrs.  Ste- 
phen Wiggins,  Windsor,  $500;  estate  of  L.  J.  Morton,  Halifax, 
$500 ;  estate  of  G.  Campbell,  Folleigh,  $500 ;  estate  of  F.  C.  Parker, 
Halifax,  $200 ;  estate  of  Michael  Murphy,  Halifax,  $100 ;  estate  of 
Miss  L.  Avery,  Grand  Pre,  $100 ;  estate  of  D.  McKenzie,  Fraser'a 
Grant,  Nova  Scotia,  $50 ;  estate  of  E.  P.  Archbold,  Halifax,  $25 ; 
estate  of  W.  C.  West,  Halifax,  $22.12.  The  receipt  of  these  bequests 
has  been  duly  appreciated  by  your  Board.  The  names  of  the  Icgis- 
tors  will  ever  be  borne  in  grateful  remembrance  by  the  friends  of  the 
school,  and  their  thoughtful  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  blind  will 
be  a  lasting  monument  to  their  memory. 

Our  especial  thanks  afe  due  to  Dr.  A.  W.  H.  Lindsay,  attend- 
ing physician.  Dr.  E.  A.  Kirkpatrick,  opthalmic  surgeon,  and  Dr.  A. 
W.  Cogswell,  dental  surgeon,  for  their  professional  services. 

The  Board  of  Managers  also  desire  to  express  their  thanks  to  Mr. 
J.  D.  Medcalfe,  Mr.  W.  C.  Hebb,  Mr.  H.  B.  Clark,  Mr.  John  Mul- 
lane,  and  others,  for  kindly  admitting  the  pupils  to  lectures,  concerts, 
etc.,  under  their  respective  managements. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

J.   C.   Mackintosh^  President. 

A.  H.  MacKay,  LL.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education. 
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(6.)— THE   SUPERIXTEXDEXT'S   REPORT. 

C.   F.    Eraser,   LL.D.,    Superintendent, 

To  the  President  and  Board  of  Managers  of  the  School  for  the  BNnd: 

Gentlemen: — The  table  of  attendance  herewith  submitted 
shows  that  154  blind  persons  ha\'e  been  under  instruction  during  the 
past  year,  of  whom  91  were  males  and  63  females.  Of  these,  19 
have  since  graduated  or  remained  at  home,  making  the  total  number 
registered  December  1st,  1905,  135,  of  whom  81  are  males,  and  54 
females.  Of  these,  84  are  from  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  28 
from  New  Brunswick,  9  from  Prince  Edward  Island,  13  from  New- 
foundland, 1  from  Quebec,  and  1  from  Alberta. 

TABLE     OF     ATTENDANCE. 

Boys. 

Registered  Dec.  1st,  1904 74 

Entered  during  tJie  year    10 

Graduated  or  remained  at  home 10 

Registered  Dec.  Ist,  1905 81 

PROGRESS. 

This  ini^titution  is  a  special  school  for  the  education  and  training 
of  those  deprived  of  sight.  Its  main  obje<!t  is  to  fit  its  pupils  for  the 
activities  of  life,  and  to  overcome,  as  far  as  possible,  the  handicap  of 
blindness. 

The  success  of  a  school  for  the  blind  depends,  first,  upon  liberal 
financial  suport;  second,  upon  wise  and  judicious  management; 
third,  upon  its  having  a  zealous  and  experienced  staff  of  teachers; 
fourth,  upon  its  possessing  commodious  and  suitable  buildings  and 
extensive  grounds;  and  fifth,  upon  the  equipment  of  its  several  de- 
partments. Jiulged  from  these  standpoints,  this  school  has  attained 
a  position  second  to  that  of  no  similar  institution  on  the  continent. 

The  blind  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  and  Ifewfoundland,  the 
friends  of  the  blind,  and  those  who  have  aided  in  making  this  insti- 
tution what  it  is  to-day,  have  every  reason  to  feel  gratified  with  what 
has  already  been  achieved.  It  must,  however,  he  borne  in  mind  that 
a  truly  progressive  school  cannot  afford  to  stand  still.  There  is 
much  more  that  can  be  done  for  the  education  of  the  blind,  and  it 
behooves  us  all  to  be  u])  aind  doing  so  as  to  make  the  work  of  this 
institution  more  and  more  beneficial.  Progress  must  be  our  watch- 
word. 
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LIBERAL    SUPPORT. 

If  "those  who  are  blind  are  to  become  self-supporting  men  and 
womeoi,  they  must  be  given  special  educational  advantages.  When 
these  advantages  are  provided,  they  involve  large  capital  expenditure 
and  heavy  outlay  on  current  account.  It  is  poor  economy  to  under- 
educate  the  blind.  It  is  good  investment  of  public  and  private  funds 
to  make  active  citizens  and  successful  bread  winners  of  those  who  are 
deprived  of  sight 

The  people  of  the  Maritime  Provinces  and  Newfoundland  are 
fully  alive  to  the  work  that  is  being  done  by  this  insti  tution.  Their 
representatives  in  the  respective  Provincial  Legislatures  have  made 
annual  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  school,  and  have,  from 
time  to  time,  increased  the  same. 

A  reference  to  our  subscription  lists  for  the  past  few  years,  and 
to  our  record  of  bequests,  shows  the  deep  interest  that  has  been  taken 
in  the  welfare  of  the  blind  by  many  kind  anl  thoughtful  friends  of 
the  school  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  This  liberal  public  and  pri- 
vate support  has  been  most  timely,  and  has  enabled  the  school  to  do 
most  effective  work. 

AVith  our  growing  school  have  come  growing  needs.  I  sincerely 
trust  that  our  friends  in  the  Provincial  Legislatures,  and  also  those 
in  private  life,  will  keep  this  fact  well  in  mind,  and  will  do  all  in 
their  power  to  further  the  benevolent  work  carried  on  by  this 
institution. 

MANAGEMENT. 

The  control  of  the  affairs  of  the  institution  is  placed  by  law  in 
the  hands  of  sixteen  gentlemen,  who  constitute  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers. Twelve  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Managers  are  elected 
annually  at  the  general  meeting  of  the  Corporation.  The  remain- 
ing four  are  the  premiers  of  the  Provinces  of  Nova  Scotia,  Xew 
Brunswick,  Prince  Edward  Island  and  Newfoundland,  who  are  ex 
officio  members  of  the  Board. 

The  members  of  the  Board  of  Majiagers  devote  much  time  and 
attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  institution,  hold  regular  monthly  meet- 
ings, and  give  earnest  consideration  to  all  questions  |>ertaining  to  the 
welfare  of  the  blind.  Through  the  wise  and  judicious  management 
of  the  Board  the  funds  of  the  school  have  been  carefully  adminis- 
tered. A  uniform  record  of  efficiency  and  economy  has  been  main- 
tained. This  record  should  prove  a  ^eat  source  of  satisfaction  to 
the  gentlemen  who  have  given  freely  of  their  time  and  thought  to 
further  the  interests  of  this  institution. 
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The  following  sta  tement  shows  the  aiimual  cost  per  pupil,  and  the 
value  of  the  grounds  and  buildings  of  the  leading  schools  for  the 
blind  upon  this  continent  This  statement  should  be  carefully 
studied  by  the  friends  and  supporters  of  this  institution, 

STATISTICS     WITH    KESPECT     TO    SCHOOLS    FOB    THE     BLIND. 

v«  ^t  n^*  «-»..  Value  of  Ground 

Institution.  ^„^.?f  ^riit^  '^^ 

Pupila  capit*.  Buildings. 

Brantford,  Ont 138  309  $200,000.00 

Berkeley,  Cal 59  275  550,000.00 

Jaaiesville,  Wis. 117  299  225,000.00 

Colorado 47  300  225,000.00 

Baltimore,  Maryland 97  300  375,000.00 

New  York    199  310  240,000.0(> 

Batavia,  X.  Y 137  342  365,340.00 

^  r.braska  City    87  373  100,000.01 

Phibtldphia,  Penn 195  417  665,5JJ4.u.) 

Perkins,  Stlu  Boston 234  422  565,996.00 

Halifax,  X.  S 135  200  150,000.00 

TEACHING  STAFF. 

The  several  departments  of  this  school  are  well  organized.  The 
work  is  being  carried  on  by  a  staff  of  zealous  and  experienced  teachers. 

LITERARY    DEPARTMENT. 

In  the  six  graded  and  two  ungraded  classes  of  the  li  terary  depart- 
ment, the  pupils  are  receiving  a  soimd  English  education.  The 
branches  taught  include  spelling,  reading,  braille  point  writing,  pen- 
cil writing,  geography,  history,  grammar,  literature,  composition, 
arithmetic,  geometry,  algebra,  the  rudiments  of  science,  French 
Latin,  etc.  Thirty-five  classes  meet  daily  for  periods  of  fifty  min- 
ute.s  each.  Seven  teachers  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  pupils 
are  enrolled  in  this  department. 


MUSICAL    DEPARTMENT. 

In  the  musical  department,  the  pupils  are  receiving  a  first-rate 
training  in  voo>al  and  instrumental  music.  They  are  also  receiving 
inst ruction  in  harmonic  notation,  braille  notation,  Jthe  theory  of 
music,  etc.  The  instructors  are  thoroughly  trained  musicians  and 
follow  their  chosen  profession  with  zeal.  Twenty-four  pianos  are 
in  use  daily  for  ten  hours  each.  The  following  brief  outline  will 
give  some  idea  of  the  work  that  is  being  carried  on  in  this  depart- 
ment:— 110  pupils  are  studying  the  pianoforte  or  the  cabinet  organ; 
20  pupils  are  receiving  private  singing  lessons;  32  pupils  are  being 
given  instruction  in  the  use  of   string,   reed,  or  brass    instruments; 
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113  pupils  are  receiving  vocal  instruction  in  classes;  50  are  enrolled 
in  the  classes  of  braille  notation ;  and  28  are  studying  harmonic  nota- 
tion and  the  theory  of  music.  Eight  teachers  and  two  music  readers 
are  daily  employed  in  giving  instruction,  and,  in  all,  129  pupils  are 
enjoying  the  advantages  of  the  department. 

TECHNICAL     DEPARTMENT. 

Tlie  technical  department  of  the  school  is  well  abreast  of  that  of 
similar  institutions,  but  there  is  still  room  for  development  Fifty- 
three  girh  are  taught  sewing,  knitting,  crocketing,  bead  weaving, 
raffia  work,  etc. ;  twenty  young  boys  receive  instruction  in  reed  work ; 
twenty  young  men  are  being  taught  cane-seating,  brush-making,  and 
willow  basket-making;  and  eighteen  are  studying  the  ituning  and  re- 
pairing of  pianofortes  and  cabinet  organs.  Five  teachers  give  daily 
instruction  in  the  technical  department,  and  ninety  nine  pupils  are 
benefitting  thereby. 

PHYSICAL    DEPARTMENT. 

The  physical  training  of  the  pupils  in  this  school  has  always  been 
considered  of  first  importance.  The  drill  master  and  his  assistants 
are  enthusiastic  and  painstaking  instructors.  Every  effort  is  made 
by  them  to  foster  among  the  pupils  an  intelligent  interest  in  physical 
development  and  a  desire  for  physical  exercise.  Eight  classes  are 
under  instruction,  the  work  being  directed  by  a  drill  master  and 
three  assistants.  Fifty-four  girls  and  seventy-one  boys  are  being 
trained  in  this  department 

EQUIPMENT. 

The  equipment  of  the  several  departments  of  the  school  has  re- 
ceived my  earnest  consideration.  A  large  sum  of  money  has  been 
expended  upon,  books,  maps,  and  other  costly  appliances  for  the  liter- 
ary department.  A  large  outlay  has  also  been  made  in  supplying 
the  musical  department  with  pianos,  brass,  reed,  and  string  instru- 
ments, and  in  purchasing  music  printed  in.  the  Braille  Point  System. 
The  partial  fitting  of  our  workshops  and  gj-mnasiums  has  also  proved 
a  serious  tax  upon  our  limited  income.  These  expenditures  have 
all  l>een  absolutely  necessary,  as  without  proper  equipment,  the  work 
of  the  several  departments  could  not  be  carried  on  with  any  degree 
of  success. 

In  our  literary  department  we  require  a  greater  number  of  models 
for  touch  study.  Our  collection/  of  physiological  and  geographical 
models  is  fairly  complete.  Dr.  Springle,  of  Montreal,  and  other 
friends,  have  recentlv  presented  the  school  with  a  niimber  of  stuffed 
birds  and  animals,  and  tangible  objects.  Our  collection  of  minerals 
and  mineral  ore  has  been  increased  by  a  number  of  fine  specimens 
supplied  to  us  by  the  Geological  Survey  of  Canada.       A  beginning 
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has  been  made  towards  securing  models  of  buildings,  bridges,  ships, 
machines,  and  of  the  hundred  and  one  objects  so  familiar  to  the  eye. 
Several  public-spirited  friends,  appreciating  the  artistic  value  to  ithe 
blind  of  tangible  models,  have  kindly  offered  to  present  to  the  school 
busts  of  lieethoven  and  Mendelssohn,  and  other  plaster  casts. 

Let  those  who  read  this  report  consider  for  one  moment  how 
much  knowledge  and  information  the  child  with  sight  gains  from 
observation  of  that  which  he  sees.  Through  the  eye  he  becomes 
familiar  with  the  objects  about  him.  Photography  has  opened  to  him 
new  and  broader  fields  of  knowledge.  Through  sight  his  faculties 
of  perception  and  discrimination  are  developed.  To  the  blind,  touch 
is  sight.  Hence  in  their  education  tangible  models  and  tangible  ob- 
jects are  of  the  utmost  importance. 

In  the  musical  department  we  reijuire  a  good  sized  modem  pipe 
organ.  Such  an  organ  as  would  be  suitable  to  the  needs  of  the  school 
would  probably  cost  beween  five  and  six  housand  dollars.  In  all 
parts  of  the  country  the  demand  for  church  organists  has  become 
urgent.  There  is  no  reason  why  our  pupils  should  not  be  trained 
as  organists  aiud  choir  masters.  In  Great  Britain  these  positions  are 
frequently  filled  by  persons  who  are  blind.  The  ways  and  means 
for  securing  an  organ  are  now  receiving  earnest  consideration* 

Additional  aj)pliances  are  required  in  our  technical  department, 
and  more  apparatus  is  .needed  in  our  gymnasiums.  The  expenditui'c 
of  $1000  upon  these  departments  would  probably  meet  our  needs  lor 
some  vears  to  come. 

BUILDINGS    AND    GROUNDS. 

The  resident  school  poi)ulation — including  officers,  teachers,  pu- 
pils and  domestic  staff — numbers  one  hundred  and  seventy  persons. 
These  are  conifortal)ly  housed  in  commodious  and  suitable  buildings 
which  are  admirably  lighted  and  well-ventilated.  In  tlie  planning 
of  these  buildings,  much  thought  has  bcK^n  given  to  the  special  needs 
of  the  school.  Prc^vision  has  been  made  for  the  segregation  of  the 
sexes  outside  of  regular  school  hours.  The  dormitories  and  smaller 
sleeping  rooms  are  plainly  but  comfortably  furnished,  each  pupil 
occupy iiug  a  separate  bed.  The  lavatory  and  bathing  accommoda- 
tions are  adecpiate,  and  the  plumbing  is  thoroughly  up-to-date  in  all 
respt^cts.  The  sitting-rooms,  reading-rooms,  reception  rooms,  and 
dining-rooms  are  well  ordered  and  comfortable.  The  school  rooms, 
music  r(X)ms,  tuning  rooms,  workshops,  and  gj'mnasiiims,  in  the  new 
School  building,  and  all  that  oaie  could  desire.  The  buildings  are 
well  heated  throughout  by  a  hot  water  system  connected  with  four 
distinct  furnaces. 
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The  school  is  located  in  one  of  the  most  beautiful  portions  of 
Halifax,  where  the  air  is  always  fresh  and  invigorating,  and  where 
the  uninterrupted  rays  of  the  sun  can  be  felt  and  enjoyed  from  morn 
till  eve. 

The  grounds  in  which  the  school  stands  include  an  entire  city 
black  bounded  on  its  four  sides  by  streets  and  bordered  by  beautiful 
shade  trees,  which  were  set  out  in  1870  by  the  late  Mr.  G.  P.  Mit- 
chell. These  groimds  bear  the  name  of  Murdoch  Square,  in  honour 
of  tlie  founder  of  the  school.       In  them  \m  have  separate  recreation 

grounds  for  the  boys,  for  the  girls,  and  for  the  junior  pupils.  The 
grounds  have  been  tastefully  laid  out  in  paths  and  grass  plots. 
Swings,  giant  strides,  tilts,  running  tracks,  etc.,  have  been  provided 
for  the  healthful  enjoyment  of  the  pupils.  A  large  artificial,  ipoud 
beautifies  the  southern  portion  of  the  grounds.  This  pond  has  proved 
a  great  source  of  delight  to  the  pupils  for  skating  during  the  winter 
months,  and  for  boating  at  other  seasons  of  the  year. 

HEALTH. 

The  health  of  the  pupils  during  the  past  year  has  been  most  satis- 
factory. The  physiciaai  in  charge.  Dr.  A.  W.  H.  Lindsay,  has,  as 
usual,  been  unremitting  in  his  attentions,  and  has  done  all  in  his 
power  to  maintain  the  high  stamdard  of  health  which  has  marked  the 
history  of  the  school  for  many  years  past. 

GRADUATES. 

The  reports  from  the  graduates  of  the  school  continue  to  be  most 
encouraging.  These  reports  are  of  never  failing  interest  to  me,  re- 
cording, as  thej'  do,  successes  and  failures,  triumphs  and  defeats,  and 
experiences  of  ^^-idely  varying  character.  From  these  experiences 
of  our  graduates,  I  have  gained  many  important  lessons  which  have 
been  turned  to  practical  account  in  the  training  of  the  pupils  of  this 
echoed. 

In  June  last,  graduating  diplomas  were  awarded  as  follows : — 

Miss  Clara  McNeil,  Glace  Bay,  C.  B.,  certificate  as  a  teacher  of 
vocal  and  instrumental  music. 

Miss  Emma  Legere,  Shiediac,  N.  B.,  certificate  as  a  teacher  of 
vocal  music  and  the  cabinet  orgrfn. 

Miss  Alberta  Kinsella,  St.  John,  N.  B.,  certificate  as  a  teacher  of 
the  pianoforte  and  voice. 

Miss  Mary  Blanchard,  St.  Charles,  N.  B.,  certificate  as  a  compe- 
tent masseuse. 
11 
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Olivier  Cormier,  Moncton,  N.  B.,  certificate  as  a  teacher  of  vocal 
and  instrumental  music.     Also,  a  certificate  as  a  pianoforte  tuner. 

John  Keefe,  Canso,  N.  B.,  certificate  as  a  teacher  of  the  piano- 
forte and  cabinet  organ. 

Joseph  Emina,  Hebb's  Cove,  X.  S.,  certificate  as  a  teacher  of 
vocal  and  instrumental  music. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Campbell,  principal  of  the  musical  department,  is  at 
present  taking  a  year's  course  of  study  in  one  of  the  conservatories 
of  music  in  Leipzig,  Germany.  Owing  to  his  absence.  Miss  Clara 
McMeil  and  Mr.  Olivier  Cormier  have  received  temporary  appoint- 
ments as  assistant  teachers  of  music. 

Miss  Clara  McXeil  has  been  awarded  a  scholarship  in  vocal  music 
by  the  Halifax  Conservatory  of  Music. 

Mr.  J.  llollis  Lindsay,  who  graduated  from  this  institution  in 
1903,  has  won  distinction  in  the  American  Conservatory  of  Music, 
Chicago.  Mr.  Lindsay,  after  one  year's  training  in  the  (^^onserva- 
tory,  received  his  graduating  diploma^  and  won  the  gold  medal  of  his 
class. 

BUILDING     FUND. 

Of  tlie  $23,038.22  subscribed  towards  the  erection  of  our  new 
school  building,  $17,708.22  have  alre-ady  been  paid  in.  1  sincerely 
trust  that  the  balance,  $5,270.00  may  be  realized  at  an  early  date. 
Subscriptions  from  those  who  have  not  contributed  to  our  building 
fund  are  earnestly  solicited. 

CONCLUSION. 

The  Board  of  Managers  have  my  most  sincere  thanks  for  the  cor- 
dial supi)ort  they  have  extende<l  to  ine  in  the  administration  of  4he 
affairs  of  the  institution. 

All  of  w^hich  is  respectfully  submitted, 

C.    K.  Fkaskr,    Superintendent, 


SrKC'FAL     INSTITUIIOXS.  163 


in_VICTOKIA  SCHOOL  OF  ART  AND  DESIGN.  HALIFAX, 

(Incorporated   1888). 

Directors,  1905. 

Ex-apx:io — The   Superintendent   of    Education, 

The  Mayor  of  Halifax. 

Mrs.  J.  Morrow,  Mrs.  Daws, 

Miss  E.  Ritchie,  Mr.s.  Chas.  Archibald,. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Roy,  Mr.  James  De.mpster, 

Col.  F.  H.  Oxley,  Mr.  J.  C.  Mackintosh, 

Mr.  I).  Keith,  Hon.  Senator  Power, 

Mr.  J.  C.  O'Mullin,  Miss  M.  Murphy, 
Mr.  a.  McKay. 

Auditor: 

J.  C.  Mackintosh. 

Prei<i(lent 

Vice-President Hon.  Senator  Power. 

Treasurer CoL.  F.  H.  Oxley. 

Secretary A.  McKay. 

Assistant  Secretary Miss  M.  E.  Graham. 

Teaching  Staff,  1904-1905. 

Head  Master : 
H.  M.  Rosenberg. 

Assistant  Teuclters : 

Mechanical  and  Architectural  Drawing,  . .  .John  Critchlow,  C.  E. 
Freehand  Drawing    Miss  M.  E.  Graham. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY  FOR  1904-05. 

To  A.  IL  MacKay,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.C, 

Superintendent  of  Education,  Province  of  Nova  Scotia. 

Sir, — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  Financial  State- 
ment  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Victoria  School  of  Art  and  Design  for 
the  year  1904-05,  also  the  Report  of  tlio  Head  Master. 

Six  Free  Scholarships  were  awarded — two  to  Academies^ 
two  to  High  Schools,  and  tw^o  to  Coinniou  SehooU.  ^tw^  qS.  ^«ia>^  ^X»^ 
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dents  were  afterwards  successful  in  securing  prizes  at  the  Prov.ncial 
Exhibition. 

Art  education  in  all  its  various  fonus,  from  Mechanical  and  Free- 
hand Drawing  to  Original  Designing  and  Oil  Painting,  is  every  day 
becoming  of  greater  importance  in  the  development  of  our  industries 
And  in  the  culture  of  the  people.     For  its  advancement  the  Public 
School  is  the  most  effective  agency.     The  Art  School  should  there- 
fore b©  more  closely  articulated  with  the  general  educational  system 
of  the  Province.      Progress  in  all  the  more  elementary  classes  should 
fbe  regularly   tested   by   government   examinations,    and   certificates 
:  should  be  awarded  for  the  different  grades  and  diplomas,  given  to  those 
^who  completed  the  course  satisfactorily.  These  certificates  and  diplo- 
•maa  wouhl  be  of  pecuniary  value  to  the  possessors  and  a  great  stimu- 
lufl  to  more  regular  attendance  and  better  work. 

It  should  be  one  of  the  principal  duties  and  highest  aims  of  the 
hoad  master  to  inspire  the  teachers  of  the  public  schools  with  a  deep 
interest  in  art  in  every  way  possible,  by  teaching,  by  reading  papers  at 
"Teachers'  Associations  and  Institutes,  etc. 

In  order  to  give  a  clearer  idea  of  the  origin  and  purposes  of  the 
Art  School,  I  beg  to  submit  a  short  historical  sketch  prepared  for  the 
formal  opening  of  the  Art  School  building  three  years  ago. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  McKay,  Secretary, 
Halifax,  Feb.  2,  1906. 


FINANCIAL    STATEMENT. 

The  Victoria  School  of  Art  and  Design  in  account  witJi  the 

Treasurer. 

1904.                                               Dr, 
Aug.     1.     To  amount  Current  Account  over- 
drawn       $1402   30 

To  cost  of  buildintr.  bal,  SU17.63 
Oct.       8.       '*    paid  contractors    ....        55.00 

1472  63 

1905. 

July  31.     '^    investment  City  consols 4950  00 

deposit  receipts    300  00 

balance  Bank  of  Nova  Scotia  .  .  200  74 

paid  salaries  to  date 1487  76 

'^     models,  supplies,  etc 43  76 

"     fuel,  li^ht  'and  repairs   .  . .  207  79 

"     advertising  and  printing  .  .  15  15 


a 

a 
a 
a 


"      '^     iire  insurance    116  40 


<( 


"     Cil?  Uxe^    102  13 

^\^%«7  M 


t^  •.' 
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^  ^ 


Cr. 

By  balance  due  Endowment  Fund.  .   $7827  40 

"    Government  grant   800  00 

"    City  grant   500  00 

"    interest  on  investments    222  51 

"    school  fees  collected   252  00 

"    rents  collected   531  00 

''    proceeds  lectures    162  75 

"    subscriptions    2  00 

$10297  66 

Halifax,  N.  S.,  July  3rd,  1905. 

Fred  H.  Oxi.ey^ 

Treasurer^ 
Audited  and  found  correct. 

J.    C.    Mackintosh^  Auditor. 


HEAD  MASTER'S  KEPORT  FOR  1904-06. 

1*0  the  Directors  of  the  Victoria  School  of  Art  and  Design: 

While  the  attendance  in  the  various  classes  of  the  school  did  not 
reach  in  1904-05  the  highest  mark,  the  receipts  were  larger,  there 
being  more  paying  pupils  tlian  formerly.  The  average  of  work  was 
somewhat  lower  also,  owing  to  the  fact  that  about  98j^  of  the  students 
were  new  and  inexperienced.  An  exhibition  of  the  schooVs  woA 
was  given  at  the  Annual  Provincial  Exhibition,  and  medals  werfe 
given  it  for  merit,  which  demonstrates  that  the  average  of  excellenoe. 
has  not  fallen  below  that  of  other  schools. 

Ten  lectures  were  advertised  to  be  given  in  the  school-room  dull- 
ing the  winter  on  art  subjects.  Nino  only  were  given,  one  Uxjturer 
failiaig  to  appear  because  of  another  engagement,  viz.,  a  weddii^ 
tour. 

The  lectures  were  fairly  well  attended,  and  were  exceedingly  in- 
teresting; and  it  were  well  to  coijtinue  to  stimulate  an  interest  in  art. 
and  the  school  in  that  manner. 

Following  is  a  list  of  the  lectures  given: — 

The  Meaning  and  Scope  of  Art,  by  Dr.  MacMechan. 
Art  Treasures  in  (cathedrals,  bv  Prof.  Rtockley. 
Tlie  Great  Italian  Masters,  by  Dr.  Eliza  Ritchie. 


(<  a  u  a  a  « 


Greek  Architecture  and  Greek  Sculptors,  by  Rev.  Prin.  Falconer* 
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Picturesque  Europe,  by  Rev.  E.  J.  McCarthy. 

Comparative  Art,  by  11.  M.  K. 
There  were  no  bequests  to  the  school  last  year. 
Accompanying  this  is  a  list  of  the  students  attending. 

Ile^pectfully  submitted, 

H.  M.  RosENDURG,  Principal 

Mffrning  Class. — Miss  M.   Reardon.   115  Dresden  Row;   Miss  Annand,  uighy; 

Miss  Wood,  :  Mias  Rit<-hit»,  Jiclmont,  N.  W.  Ann;  Miss  WiUis,  03  Queen 

St.;  Mias  ISrown,  Kent  St.:  Miss  .lames.  Chnrlottetown;  Miss  Oofton.  Pleajuint 
St.;  Mi^  Anderson,  Doc.;yard;  Aliss  E.  Anderson,  Dockyani;  Miss  Angevine, 
21  Spring  Garden  Road;  Mins  Femrty,  St.  Margnreits  Bay  Road;  Miss  Way, 
Dockyard;  Miss  Kinnear.  South  Park  St.:  Miss  I>eBlois,  Bedford;  Miss  Marshall, 
Rockingham;  Miss  Hayward.  05  Kdward  St.;  Miss  Cossey,  Aahleigh,  N.  W.  Arm; 
Mr.  Russell,  Dartmouth. 

Evening  Cl<i8S. — Miss  Wit  tor,  Dartmouth;  Miss  Fanning,  36  Carleton  St.; 
Miss  Mowatt,  Halifax  I^idii^'  College;  Miss  Brodie.  Willow  St.;  Miss  Henrion, 
North  St.;  Miss  Daley,  North  St.;  Miss  MacDonald,  North  St.;  Miss  Ross,  Vic- 
toria Road;  Mr.  Burgess,  Dalhousie  C\>llege;  Mr.  MacKintosh,  Dalhousie  College; 
Mr.  Schwartz,  Jubilee  Road;  Mr.  Willis,  30  Bishop  St.;  Air.  McCreedy,  156 
Brunswick  St.;  Mr.  Stapleton,  Dalhousie  Co. lege. 

Afternoon  C'ass. — *v.isa  Ro-ns.  Victoria  Road;  Miss  Tnglis,  50  Robie  St.:  Miss 
O.  Inglis.  50  R<»bie  St.;  Miss  Klliot,  Robie  St.;  Miss  Connolly,  Hi  Mnynard  ...; 
Miss  Power,  Brunswick  St.;  Miss  Co'qulioun,  Inglis  St.:  Miss  Mulcahy,  C-oll^ 
St.;  Miss  Bliss,  Dartmouth;  Miss  VanBuskirk,  Dartmouth;  Mrs.  Lewis.  Bedford; 
Mns.  Wool  rich,  Brunswick  St.;  Mr.  C.iw.sey,  Robie  St.;  *wr.  Francis.  Conipton 
Avenue;  Mr.  Parlee.  Bland  St.;  Mr.  Hendry,  Bt^dford;  Mr.  Merlin,  Rockingham: 
Mr.  Simmonds,  Bt>dford. 

Saturday  Class.--M\ss  Evans,  Beilford :  Miss  Inglis,  50  Robie  St. ;  Miss  C.  Inglie, 
60  Robie  St. ;  Mi;**  Elliot.  Robie  St. ;  Mias  Connolly,  31  Maynard  St. ;  Miss  Power, 
Robie  St. ;  Mi.ss  Daniels,  Bedford ;  Miss  Colquhoun,  Inglis  Sit ;  Miss  Muloahy,  C^lejje 
St;  Mias  Bliss,  Dartmouth  ;  Miss  VanBuskirk,  Dartmouth  ;  Miss  Murpliv,  120  South 
St. ;  Mrs.  Lewis.  B«Klford :  Mr.  Butler,  22  Carleton  St. ;  Mr.  Herman.  259  Quarl  St., 
Dartmoufth;  Mr.  lA'wis,  l>e<lford;  .»ir.  Strong,  170  Pleasant  St.:  Mr.  Silver,  CJot- 
tingen  St.;  Mr.  Jackson,  45  lx>ckman  St. 

Pupils  from  Institution  for  the  Deaf. — Miss  McKinnon,  Miss  McLean.  Mias 
M.  McLean,  Miss  Morgm,  Miss  MeLood,  ^iiss  Liske,  Miss  Gosse,  Miss  Swim, 
MiBs  Mayo,  Miss  Jau<lrt*y,  Miss  Arc<iih;ild.  Mr.  Crocker.  Mr.  Worthen,  Mr.  Tren- 
holm,  Mr.  Zwicker.  Mr.  11.  Treholm. 

Pupils  attending  Morning  Classes 10 

**  **  Afternoon  Classes 17 

''  "         Evening         "  14 

''  ''         Saturday        "  19 

"  "         from  Institution  for  the  Deaf.  ...  16 

"  **         Mechanical   Classes    25 

Number  of  Pupils  attending  Art  School 110 

lies pect fully  submitted, 

H.  M.  Rosenberg,  Head  Master. 
Halifax,  N.  S.,  29t\v  ^ov.,  V^V5v>. 
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HISTORICAL  SKETCH  OF  THE  VICTORIA  SCHOOL  OF 

ART  AND  DESIGN,  HALIFAX. 

As  the  Jubilee  of  Queen  Victoria's  accession  to  the  throne  was 
approaching  in  1887,  many  plans  were  proposed  for  the  proper  cele- 
bration of  the  auspicious  event. 

The  plan  suggested  by  Mrs.  Leonowens,  and  warmly  espoused  by 
Mrs.  J.  F.  Kenny,  met  with  the  approval  of  the  general  public.  It 
seeined  most;  appropriate  that  a  beneficent  reign  should  be  commemor- 
ated by  the  founding  of  a  beneficent  institution,  which  would  bring 
the  gladness  of  utility  combined  with  beauty  into  the  homes  of  the 
people. 

Mrs.  Leonowens  was  a  highly  cultured  woman  who  had  travelled 
extensively,  and  was  perfectly  familiar  w^ith  the  social  condition  of 
France,  Gfermany,  Russia,  and  even  of  the  far  East,  where  the  educa- 
tion of  the  present  king  of  Siam  had  been  entrusted  to  her  care.  She 
saw  the  advantages  of  art  in  enhancing  the  value  of  industrial  pro- 
ducts, in  giving  remunerative  employment  to  all  clas«es  of  artisans, 
aad  in  beautifying  our  homes  and  public  buildings.  Ifesides,  she  was 
an  eloquent  and  convincing  public  speaker,  and  woilh  a  host  in  any 
good  cause  which  she  espoused. 

She  was  ably  assisted  by  Mrs.  Kenny,  a  modcvt  but  most  charm- 
ing woman  of  i^efined  tastes  and  skilled  in  manv  departments  of  the 
fine  arts.  While  Mrs.  Leonow(Mis  emphasized  the  industrial  possi- 
biliti(»s  of  an  art  education,  Mrs.  Kenny  dwelt  upon  the  finer  aesthetic 
products  of  handcraft  that  satisfy  the  spiritual  wants,  those  things  that 
delight  the  eye,  kindle  the  emotions  and  feed  the  soul.  She  believed, 
with  G<.>ethe,  that  "  tlve  beautiful  is  greater  than  the  good,  for  it  in- 
cludes the  good  and  adds  something  to  it.'' 

With  two  such  leaders  in  a  movement  of  this  kind,  failure  was 
impossible.  Appealing  to  the  higher  motives — patriotic,  aesthetic 
and  altruistic — they  soon  attracted  to  themselves  a  bajul  of  enthusi- 
astic workers,  determined  by  every  legitimate  means  to  create  a  pub- 
lic interest  in  art  and  to  sustain  that  interest  by  endowing  aoi  art 
school. 

From  theatricals  they  realized  $1000,  from  the  World's  Fair, 
$5,000,  from  the  City,  $3000,  ami  from  subscriptions  in  varying 
sums  from  $500  downwards,  about  $7,000,  in  all  about  $16,000. 

A  provisional  committee  of  thirteen  was  appointetl  by  the  subscri- 
bers to  the  Endowment  Fxmd.  At  the  first  meeting  in  July,  1887,  it 
was  decided  to  oixjn  the  school  in  September,  with  Mr.  Geo.  Harvey 
as  head  master. 
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It  was  found  impossible  to  secure  suitable  aecoinmodation^  and 
the  Directors  were  compelled  to  accept  totally  inadequate  rooms  above 
the  Union  i3ank. 

So  genioral  was  the  enthusiasm  aroused  by  the  eloquence  of  Mrs. 
Ix>onowens,  Dr.  Allison,  Dr.  MacGregor  an<l  other  educationists,  that 
students  flocked  into  the  school  in  overwhelming  niunbers — 282  stu- 
dents in  rooms  not  half  as  commodious  as  those  now  occupied. 

With  a  small  staff  of  teachers  in  such  circumstances,  individual 
attention  or  good  teaching  was  impossible,  and  disappointment  was 
inevitable  aawi  the  initial  expenses  were  large.  Notwithstanding  that 
the  fees  for  that  year  amounted  to  $1,882,  there  was  a  deficit  of  $629. 

The  gentlemen  an  the  Board  of  Directors  apprehended  danger,  but 
the  ladies,  c^irried  away  by  the  success  of  numbers,  asked  for  an  addi- 
tional teacher  for  wood-carving  and  modelling,  and  the  gentlemen, 
carried  away  by  the  zeal  of  the  ladies,  submitted. 

Tlie  fears  of  the  genitlemon  were  realized.  The  second  year's  list 
of  students,  and  the  fees,  'were  reduced  Ut  less  than  one-half,  and  the 
deficit  was  $2,309. 

Since  that  time  the  attendance  has  varied  from  200,  in  1894,  to 
96,  in  1898.  The  number  attending  last  year  was  109,  and  the  aver- 
age for  fifteen  years  was  138.  Of  these,  68  are  educated  free,  viz., 
48  apprentices,  8  scholarship  pupils  from  the  public  schools,  a  class 
from  the  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  a  few  from  other 
sources. 

A  word  about  the  Directors.  After  the  first  vear  tlie  number 
was  increased  to  17.  Since  the  school  was  started  15  years  ago,  32 
different  persons  have,  at  different  times,  served  on  the  Board  of 
Directors.  Of  the  13  appointed  on  the  first  Board,  only  four  remain, 
viz.,  Hon.  Senator  Power,  James  Dempster,  J.  C.  Mackintosh,  and 
Miss  Ella  Ritchie. 

Of  the  32,  eight  have  died.  "  I  have  already  referred  to  Mrs. 
Kenny's  heroic  service  in  founding  the  Art  School.  She  died  in  1897. 
Concerning  her,  let  me  quote  a  s(Mitence  from  our  records : — *^  It  was 
largely  due  to  Mrs.  J.  F.  Kenny's  wisdom,  loyalty,  practical  sagacity, 
fine  artistic  sense  and  untiring  efforts,  that  the  Victoria  School  of  Art 
and  Design  was  founded  just  ten  years  ago,  as  the  most  fitting  of  all 
institutions  to  commemorate  tlie  Jubilee  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Vic- 
ftonia.  In  the  deliberations  of  the  Directors,  they  Avill  ever  miss  her 
wise  advice,  her  tact,  her  practical  suggestions,  and,  above  all,  ^ 
sweet,  gracious  presence  and  genial  manners." 
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Mr.  Archbold  died  in  1898.  He  was  our  most  generous  patron, 
having  become  a  life  member  by  the  payment  of  $500. 

Miss  Lawson,  who  will  be  long  remembered  for  her  literary 
ability,  died  in  1892.  She  was  a  true  friend  of  the  Art  School,  and 
on  one  occasion,  when  help  was  needed,  she  collected  »$440  to  meet 
current  expenditure. 

^Irs.  Fuller,  who  died  last  year,  was  for  several  years  a  director. 
In  business  capacity,  soundness  of  judgment,  and  interest  in  the 
school,  she  could  not  be  surpassed. 

rmyciPAi^. 

I  have  stated  that  Mr.  Harvey  was  the  first  Principal.  He  held 
the  position  for  six  years,  during  which  time  he  sacrificed  much  time 
and  money  to  make  it  a  success.  He  was  succe<Mled  by  Mr.  Ozias 
Dodge  for  one  year,  Mr.  C.  C.  Waterbury  for  one  year.  Miss  K.  N. 
Evans  for  three  years,  and  Mr.  H.  M.  Rosenberg,  who  is  now  in  his 
fifth  year. 

LOCATION. 

For  four  years  the  classes  met  over  the  Union  Bank,  for  five  years 
in  the  attic  of  the  Academy,  and  for  six  years  over  Taylor's  Drug 
Store.  All  this  time  the  Directors  were  untiriing  in  their  efforts  to 
secure  good  accommodation.  In  this  building,  which  is  now  owned 
by  them,  at  a  cost  of  $9,400,  their  condition  is  not  ideal,  but  it  is  very 
greatly  improved. 

Although  working  under  difiiculties  all  this  time,  the  school  has 
done  good  work.  Many  of  its  graduates  have  gratefully  acknowledged 
their  indebtedness  to  it  Among  its  students  w^ere  Mr.  Lewis  Smith, 
Miss  M.  Graham,  Miss  Vondy,  Miss  Edith  Smith,  Prof.  A.  S.  Mc- 
Kenzie,  Mr.  W.  A.  McDonald,  City  Engineer  at  Sydney ;  Mr.  J.  R^ 
Wilson,  Mr.  Ernest  Archibald,  Mr.  Frank  Creighton,  Mr.  B.  G. 
Dodge,  Mr.  J.  F.  Dustan,  Mr.  Slayter,  and  very  many  otiiers  who  did 
excellent  work. 

My  interest  in  the  teaching  profession  leads  me,  in  closing,  to  ask 
to  be  allowed  to  add  one  thought  more.  In  our  report  for  1897  we 
stated  that  one  orominent  object  of  the  school  was  to  prepare  teachers 
for  the  teaching  of  industrial  drawing  in  the  public  schools. 

Aristotle  said  that  "  children  should  be  taught  to  draw,  that  their 
perceptions  of  beauty  might  be  quickened." 

All  children  may  not  be  able  to  learn  to  draw  well,  but  nearly 
every  child  can  learn  to  recognize  and  appreciate  the  merit  of  goodf 
pictures.  There  are  very  few,  or  none,  who  could  write  plays  such 
as  Shakespeare  wrote,  but  there  are  many  who  can  leam  to  read  and 
enjoy  Shakespeare's  plays.     In  ancient  Greece  every  free  man  waa 
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able  to  criticize  and  appreciate  art.  The  people  did  not  wait  for  the 
i^inions  of  the  supjKwiedly  initiated  persons.  Ever}'  artist  felt  ♦he 
stimulus. 

If  the  Victoria  School  of  Art  and  Design  is  the  means  by  Avliich 
art  is  to  perine^ite  the  city  and  the  country,  it  must  operate  throu^ 
the  schools,  in8j)ire  the  day  sch(K)l  teachers,  exhibit  works  of  art  to  the 
pupils,  send  out  to  tliem  art  loan  collections,  and  within  these  walls 
prepare  gocnl  art  tc^achers. 

Wien  art  is  thus  introduced  throu<rh  the  schools,  its  refiiuiu*:  in- 
fluence will  extend  t(^  the  homes  and  elevate  them  in  all  that  relates 
to  good  taste  and  murals. 

A.  McKay. 


IVA-'ilALIFAX  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

For  the  year  ended  April  30th,  1905, 

N.    F.    Cunningham,  M.  D President. 

L.    M.    Silver,    M.  JJ Registrar, 

F.   W.   Goodwin,  3/.  7>.,  IM.K.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.*S?cn'e/ari/. 

No.  of  rcgular  Professors,  21;  Lecturers  and  Demons ira tors,  10. 

No.  of  Undergraduates: — First  Year,  14;  Second  Year,  0;  Third 
Year,  11;  Fourth  Year,  12;  General  Students,  1;  Total  Students, 
47 — 44  males,  3  females. 

Total  numlier  of  (Graduates,  M.  D.,  C.  M.,  including  those  wha 
have  taken  diplomas  from  Dalhousie  University,  203. 

Tlu;  Till  rfy-r^o  von  til  ser?si(>in  opens  September,  1906,  and  will  con- 
tinue for  the  eii^lit  months  f<dlowing. 

The  Cullocie  luiiMiiig  is  admirably  suited  for  the  ]nirpose  of 
-medical  teaching,  and  is  in  cl(>se  proximity  to  the  Victoria  General 
Hospital,  the  City  Alms  House,  and  Dalhousie  College,  and  not  far 
from  the  llalil'ax  Dispensary. 

A  large  wiing  Ins  been  added  to  the  College,  supplying  Histologi- 
cal and  Hacteriological  Laboratories,  etc.,  which  have  been  furnished 
with  microscopes  aoid  other  apparatus  necessary  for  practical  work. 

Th»e  i*ecent  enlargement  and  improvements  at  the  Victoria  General 
Hospital  have  increased  the  clinical  facilities,  which  are  now  nnsur- 
passed,  every  student  \\a\\irvg  simi^V  c>\>\iQxV\v\>\\\^  tor  practical  woit 
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The  course  extends  over  four  years  and  has  been  carefully  graded, 
80  that  the  student's  time  is  not  wasted. 

Faculties  of  Dentistry  and  Pharmacy  are  beinpj  established,  and 
arrangements  made  lorgraduation  in  these  brandies. 

The  following  will  be  the  curriculum  for  M.  D.,  C.  M.,  degrees: 

Matriculation. — The  prolimiuary  examination  prescribed  by 
the  X.  S.  Medical  Act,  or  a  rwognized  eijuivalent. 

1st  Year. — Inorganic  Cheinistiy  with  Laboratory  work,  Anatomy, 
Practical  Anatomy,  Ilistologj',  ]^)tany  and  Zoologj'. 

(Pass  Primary  M.  1).,  (\  M.  Kxainination,  Sei»t.  A,  in  Inorganic 
Chemistry,  Histology,  »Iuiiior  Anatomy,  Botany  and  Z*x)h»gy.) 

2n(l  Year. — Organic  and  Medical  Chemistry  witli  liaboratory 
work,  Anatomy,  Practical  Anatomy,  Materia  Medica,  Physiology, 
Practical  Chemistry,  and   Practical  Materia  Medica. 

(Paxss  Primary  M.  D.,  C.  il.  Examination,  Sect.  B.,  in  Anatomy, 

J^hvsioWv,  and  Chvmistrv. ) 

ord  Year. — Surgery,  Medicine,  Obstetrics,  Practical  Patholbg}', 
Hygiene,  Clinical  Surgery,  Clinical  Medicine,  Pathologj',  Bacteri- 
ology', J^ractical  Surirerv,  Practical  Medicine*,  Practical  Obstetric*, 
Therai)eutics,  l)is]K^nsary  and  Hospital. 

(Pass  Final  M.  1).,  C.  M.  Examination,  Sect.  A.,  in  Pathology 
and  Bacteriologj',  Materia  Medica  and  Therai>eutics.) 

4th  Year. — Surgery,  lilediciiK*,  Onerative  Obstetrics,  .Gynaecology 
and  Diseases  of  Childrcoi,  Ophthalmology,  Otology,  Clinical  Medirv 
cine.  Clinical  Surgery,  0[)erative  Surgery,  Practical  Ob-^tetrica,  Hos- 
pital, Vaccination,  Medical  Jurisprudence  and   Hygiene. 

(Pass  Final  M.  IX,  C.  M.  Examination  in  Surgery,  Clinical  Sur- 
gery, Medicine,  ('linical  Medicine,  Obstetrics,  Disease  of  Women  and 
Children,  Medical  Jurisprudence  and  Hygiene. 
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v.— .NOVA  SCOTIA  COLLEGE  OF  AGKICULTURE, 

Summary  lie  port  for   1904-6, 

Principal — Melville  Cummino,   B.  A.,  B,  S.  A, 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Education  for  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotiai 


:.1^  : 


SiR^ — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  first  annual  report  of  the 
C^ollege  of  Agriculture  at  Truro,  Xova  Scotia. 

The  College  of  Agriculture  was  formally  opened  on  February 
14tli,  1905,  with  a  teaching  facultv  as  follows: — 

M.  Cumming,  B.  A.,  B.  S.  A.,  Principal  and  Instructor  in  Ani- 
mal II\isbandry. 

F.  C,  Sears,  M.  S.,  Profesor  of  Horticulture. 

II.  W.  Smith,  B.  S.,  Professor  of  Biology. 

\V.  Jakeman,  V.  S.,  Lecturer  in  Veterinary  Science. 

F.  L.  Fuller,  Agriculturist  and  Farm  Manager. 

J.  P.  Landry,  Manager  and  Lecturer  in  Poultry  Department. 

Assisted   by 
Principal  Soloan  and  other  members  of  the  Normal  School  staff, 
whose  8ubjoi»tn  are — English,  Mathematics  and  Chemistry, — and  F. 
G.  Matthews,  Principal  of  the  Mechanic  Science  School. 

COLLEGE    EQUIPMENT. 

The  College  equipment  consists  of  a  farm  of  200  acree«  of  which 
about  100  acres  are  tillable  uplamd,  50  acres  marshland,  and  50  acres 
pasture.  The  farm  buildings  copsist  of  a  large,  well-arranged  cattle 
barn,  a  horse  barn,  a  piggery,  and  poultry  buildincrs,  all  of  which  are 
fitted  with  modem  improvements.  In  the  stablee  are  kept  excellent 
91>ecimens  of  live  stock,  re])rer^enting  most  of  the  best  breeds  that  are 
to  he  found  in  the  Maritime  Provinces. 

A  Dairv  building,  equipped  for  instruction  in  butter-making, 
clK^eso-ninking,  running  of  cream  separators,  milk  testing,  and  hand- 
line:  of  milk  and  cream, 

A  Horticultural  department,  equipped  with  an  orchard,  a  small 
fruit  plantation,  a  vegetablf^,  garden,  green-houses,  aaid  appliances 
necessary  for  giving  instruction  to  students  who  wish  to  devote  special 
attention  to  fruit-growing,  market-gardening,  or  floriculture. 

A  large  Main  building,  with  well-lighted,  airy  class  roums  and 
tho  iMvo«sary  oquipme'ivt  for  ^^iving  class-room  instruction  in  the  van- 
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ous  lilies  of  agriculture.  In  the  basement  there  is  a  blacksmith  shop 
and  a  carj^enter  shop,  where  students  are  given  practical  iustructioi^ 
in  handling  tools  of  all  kinds.  In  close  proximity  is  a  live-stock 
judging  Pavilion,  where  practical  instruction  is  given  in  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  judging  and  care  and  management  of  the. various 
classes  of  live  stock  . 

The  following  is  an  outline  of  the  educational  work  which  has  l>een 
carried  on  during  the  past  year: — 

SUORT    COUKSES. 

The  first  regularly  conducted  educational  work  consiste<l  of  a 
thneo-weeks  short  course  in  the  various  branches  of  agriculture. 
Similar  courses  will  be  held  every  year,  for  they  are  especially  adapted 
to  the  needs  of  those  farmers  and  farmer's  sons  who  are.  anxious  to 
improve  themselves  along  agricultural  lines,  but  cannot  afford  to  b^ 
away  from  their  farms  for  any  great  length  of  time.  JSixty-eight 
fanners  and  farmer's  sons,  varying  in  age  from  16  to  70  years,  wer€| 
enrolled  in  the  class  of  1905.  In  addition,  there  were  often  present! 
from  100  to  150  more,  consisting,  for  tlie  most  part,  of  farmers  from 
the  adjoining  community.  The  faculty  were  assisted  in  carrying 
on  this  course  by  representatives  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  at 
Ottawa,  by  some  of  the  Profe^^sors  from  Guelph,  Ontario,  as  well  as 
by  some  of  the  most  practical  farmers  in  Nova  Scotia. 

THE     REGULAR     TWO     YKARS'    COURSE. 

The  College  was  opened  on  OctolK^'  15th  hist  for  tht?  tirst  two 
years,  or,  as  it  is  termed  elsewhere,  the  Associate  Diploma  Course,  in 
Agriculture.  At  the  present  time  some  23  students  are  enrolled  in 
this  course.  This  two  years  course  is,  as  nearly  as  ])ossiblo,  identi- 
cal with  the  corresponding  one  given  at  the  Agricultural  College  at 
Guelph,  Ontario,  and  an  arrangement  has  been  made  with  that  insti- 
tution by  which  any  student  in  good  stimding  who  has  completed  the 
two  years  course  at  Truro,  may  enter  the  third  year  at  Guelph  a.nd 
become  a  candidate  for  the  B.  S.  A.  degree  from  that  institution. 

SPECIAL     COURSES. 

At  any  time  during  the  year,  those  who  are  interested  in  some 
^special  phase  of  farm  work  C4in  attend  the  College  and  devote  them- 
selves to  their  chosen  subject  for  any  length  of  time  they  nuiy  seo  fit. 
During  the  past  year  two  students  took  advantage  of  this  op|)ortunity. 
Botli  si)ccialized  in  Poultry  and  Dairying. 

TOTAL     ATTENDANCE. 

The  total  attendance  during  the  past  year,  it  will  thus  be  seen, 
amoimted  to  93,  the  majority  of  whom  came  from  tW  ivcvftj^  ^1  '^'^ 
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Province  of  Nova  Scotia.  There  were,  however,  out  of  this  number^ 
about  10  from  Uie  Province  of  Prince  Edward  Island,  9  from  New 
Brunswick,  1  from  the  West  Indies,  and  3  from  Eufj^land. 

AFFIIJATION     WITH     TIIK     NORMAL    SCHOOL. 

A  Special  Course  in  Dairying  was  given  to  all  those  who  were  in 
attendance  at  the  Normal  S<*ho<.>l  during  the  month  of  February.  In 
addition  to  this  the  male  students  attended  a  large  number  of  the 
*  Short  Course  '  clas-ies.  During  the  summer  a  course  was  given  in 
i^iology,  which  was  attended  by  some  15  students.  Instruction  was 
also  given  in  Horticulture  to  those  who  were  in  attentlance  at  the 
Sununer  School  during  the  monihs  of  July  and  August, 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

M.    CUMMING, 

Principal  College  of  AfjricuUiirp, 
Truro,  N.  S.,  January,  lOOH. 


VI.— GOVEJtXMENT   TECHNKWL   SCHOOLS. 

(I'tulvr  the  Depart ineut  of  Pubiic  Works  and  Mines.) 

Dirertiyr: — Ei>wix  (iu.imx.  LL.D.,  F.K.S.C,  D.S.O.,  Deputy  Com- 
7nissio)ier  of  Public   Works  and  Mines. 

School*^    for    the    instruction    of    candi<latcs    for    T"n<lergroim(l 
Managers  and  Ov<;nnon  were  established  at  the  following  points: — 

District. 

1.  Coalburn John  Robert  McIX>nal(l. 

2.  Springhill    James  Scott. 

.3.  ( 'bignecto Walter  L.  Johnson. 

4.  Joggins Sydney  Grier. 

5.  Inverness A<lam  Spiers. 

ti.  Svdncv   Mines   David  Brown. 

7.  **       Xo.   :] Duncan  G.  McDonald. 

S.  Dominion  Xo.    1    Norman  McKenzie. 

9.  J{eserv(^  Mines Angus  Alunro. 

10.  McKay's  ( •ornor   Koderick  Mclntyre. 

1 1.  J)oniini(>n  Xo.  4   M.  A.  Alclnnes. 

12.  Caledonia   Kichard  Wilton. 

l.S.  Xew  Aberdeen Fame^j  Maxwell. 

14.  Port  IMorien   John  McDonald. 

15.  Rig  Olace  Way    Edward  Hogors.    ■ 
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16.  Bridgeport R.  IJ.  Crosby. 

17.  Port  Hood    John  Grav. 

18.  Coalbiim    John  R.  McDonald. 

10.  Stellarton   Alex.  McDonald. 

20.  Westville John  McDonald. 

21.  Thorbnrn    Dan.  G.  Love. 

22.  Mabou John  A.  Roy. 

23.  Bronghton R.  D.  Anderson. 

Instruction  was  given  to  candidates  for  Managers'  (Vrtificates  by 
Mr.  J.  W.  Alarshall  of  Springhill. 

Certificates  were  isr^ued  as  follows: — 

Managers 4 

Underground  ilanagors 10 

Overmen ..."....    18 

The  examinations  were  conducted  by  the  parties  in  each  County 
who  w<»re  approved  of  by  the  Department  of  Education  as  l)cing  fitted 
to  carry  out  the  examinations  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  it. 


VII.— REPORT   FROM   THE  NOVA  SCOTIAX  INSTITUTE 

OF  SCIENCE,  HALIFAX,  11)04-5. 

The  Nova  Scotian  Institute  of  Science  reports  as  follows  on  its 
proceedings  during  the  past  session  of  1904-5,  which  was  it^  forty- 
third  annual  session. 

The  following  officers  were  (dec ted  for  the  year  1904-5 : — 

rreHideni—YU^vix  S.  Poolk,  D.Sc,  A.R.S.M.,  F.G.S.,  F.R.S.C, 
ex'officio  F.R.M.S. 

Ist  Yke-PreskUnt—Y.  W.  W.  Doank,  V,  E. 

2nd  Vice-President — -Prof.  Ebkn.  MacKay.  PhD. 

Treasurer — William  McKerrox. 

Corresponding  Secretary — A.  H.  MacKay^  LL.D.,  F.R.S.C. 

Recording  Secretary — Harry  Piers. 

Librarian — Harry  Piers. 

Other  Members  of  Council — Maynard  Bowman,  B.  A. ;  Watson  L. 
Bishop;  Prof.  S.  M.  Dixon,  B.A.,  B.A.I. ;  Edwin  Gil])in,  Jr., 
LL.D.,  F.R.S.C.,  I.S.O.;  Alex.  McKay;  Prof.  J.  E.  Wood- 
man, D.Sc. ;  J.  B.  McCarthy.  M.A.,  B.Sc. 

Auditors— R,  :N[cCo11,  C.  E.,  and  Prof.  F.  II.  Sexton. 

Part  1  of  Volume  XI  of  the  Proceedings  and  Tranaactvow^  \saa* 
been  published,  and  part  2  is  now  in  pTC^«>. 
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Tho  Library  <if  the  S^viety,  whicli  is  incorjK) rated  with  \h'j  IV'- 
viiurial  Scinice  Library,  rcvoived  2,.*>^J0  voIiuihs  aiid  pamphlet^  'lur- 
ing the  yuar  1004. 

Several  ]Ki]nilar  Itvtnrcs  were  given  during  the  rressi«tn,  v.liiri. 
M'ere  well  attended. 

The  Kiuir's  (\»nnty  I>raneh  of  the  In-^tituie,  Wolfville,  N.  S.. 
which  was  organized  in  11*01,  did  not  nie:*t  during  the  session. 

M^'tings  weiv  lield  from  October,  1904,  until  May,  1005.  The 
following  papfTs  W4'r*»  eoniniunicated  during  the  session: — 

1.     *MVt-i(h^ntial  Addn^s",  by  11.  S.  Poole,  D.Se.,  F.G.S. 
ti. — **  I^re-franibrian  Voleanie  Bondis  from  near  Lake  Ainslie '\  l»v 
II.  S.  Pcvdc,  D.Si-.,  F.G.S. 

1.—-  Presidential  Address",  by  II.  S.   Poole,  I).8e.,  F.G.S. 

at  Halifax,  X.  S.,  August,  1004'-,  by  Prof.  S.  M.  Di.xon, 
AI.A.,  L.A.I. 

4. — **  The  Vt^lcanoes   of  tlu'    Hawaiian    Hands",    }»v    Prof.  J.  K. 
Woodnian,  I). So. 

5. — *'  K<libh»  Wild  Plamts  and  H(»rries  of  Nova  Seotia",  by  Walter 

II.  Prest. 
0. — **  DisfributJon  of  Hedded  Loads  iit  relation  to  Alining  Pcdiey  ", 

by  Pnd'.  J.  K.  Woodman,  D.Se. 

7. — *'  Not4-.s  on  tlie>  Ore  Deposits  of  South  Cherieamp,  (\  H.  '\  bv 

M.  V.  (irandin. 
S. — **  A   Stnietural  Analvsis  of  the  (rold(*nville    Antieline,  Guvs. 

Co.  *\  bv   F.  II.   MeL(^u*n. 

0. — **  Sotv<  on  ('rvstallize<l  Gobi  ",  bv  Pi-of.  J.  E.  Woodman,  D.Sc. 

10. — "  Det^vtion  of  Vanishe<l  Coastal  Plains  ",  by  Prof.  J.  E.  Wmnl- 
nian,   D.Se. 

11. — **  PbtMiob^gical  ()bservati<ms,  ('anada,  1004",   bv  A.  H.  ila(*- 
Kav,  LL.I).,  F.K.S.C. 

12.—**  Met4^orologieal  Notes'',  by  F.  W.  W.  Doanc. 

13.—**  Wealluuing  of  lUiilding  Stone  in  Halifax  ",  hy  Prof.  J.  E. 
WiKKlman,  D.Se. 

Halifax,  Xova  Seotia,  10th  May,  1005. 

Harry    Pikrs.   Hec.  Secretarif, 
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EDUCATIONAL   INSTITUTES. 


I.— SLIMMER     SCHOOL  OF    SCIENCE    FOR     ATLANTIC 
PROVINCES   OF   CANADA,   HELD   AT    YARMOUTH, 

llTii   TO   28TII   JULY,    1906. 

(Attendance,    138.) 

A.  H.  MacKay^  LL.D., 

Superintendent  of  Education, 

SiK, — I  beg  leave  to  sul)mit  the  following  report  of  the  19th  annual 
session  of  the  Summer  School  of  Science  for  the  Atlantic  Provinces 
of  Canada,  which  was  held  at  Yarmouth,  N.  S.,  July  11th  to  28th, 
1905. 

The  school  was  opened  by  a  public  meeting  held  in  the  Opera 
House  on  Tuesday  eveaiing,  lltli  July.  The  meeting  was  presided 
over  by  Mayor  Armstrong,  and  addressed  by  the  Mayor,  President 
Seaman,  Dr.  Hay,  and  others. 

There  were  138  members  enrolled  as  follows: — Nova  Scotia,  103; 
New  Brunswick,  27 ;  P.  E.  Island,  5 ;  Quebec,  1 ;  Ontario,  1 ;  Uni- 
ted States,  1. 

Four  hours  each  morning  were  devoted  to  class  work  under  the 
best  specialists  in  the  teaching  ])rofession  in  the  three  provinces.  The 
afternoons  were  devoted  to  laboratory  and  field  work,  the  evenings  to 
round  table  talks,  lectures  and  readings.  Among  those  who  con- 
ducted evening  lectures  and  discussions  were  Dr.  Inch,  Chief  Supt. 
of  Education  for  New  Brunswick;  Dr.  Hay,  Dr.  Soloan,  Dr.  Put- 
nam, and  Dr.  W.  H.  Drummond,  of  Montreal. 

The  school  is  under  the  doepe>^t  obligation  to  the  Mayor  and  Town 
Council,  Principal  Kempton  and  the  School  Board,  and  to  the  citi- 
zen's committee  of  the  town  of  Yarmouth,  for  the  excellent  reception 
and  numerous  excursions  which  they  planned  and  carried  out  most 
successfully,  thus  relieving  the  executive  of  much  responsibility  and 
greatly  aiding  the  work  of  the  school. 

12 
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While  some  sessions  have  been  more  largely  attended,  yet,  at  no- 
session  were  the  students  more  enthusiastic,  and  never  in  tlie  history 
of  the  school  was  better  work  done. 


It  was  decided  to  hold  the  next  se  sion  of  the   school  at  North 
Sydney,  C.  B.,  July  3rd  to  20th,  1906. 

The  following  officers  were  appointed: — 

President J.  D.  Se^vman,  Gliarlottetown. 

Vice-Presidents W.  F.  K>:mpton,  Yarmouth. 

Thos.  Stothabt,  St.  Johns. 

Theo.  Boss^  Ross  Comer,  P.  E.  L 

Secretary-Treasurer W.  R.  Campbell,  Truro. 

Directors Dr.  J.  B.  Hall,  Truro. 

Jas.  Vboom,  St.  Stephens. 

Dr.  L.  W.  IJailley,  Fredericton. 

W.  F.  Kempton,  Yarmouth. 

The  Financial  Statement  is  as  follows : — 

Receipts. 

Balance  on  hand    $     5  24 

Government  of  N.  S 200  00 

N.  B 100  00 

Town  of  Yarmouth   150  00 

Fees 175  00 

Advertisements   in  Calendars   159  00 

Proceeds  of  Lectures 27  15 

Suffixlries    3  00 

$869  89- 

Expenditures. 

Calendars  and  other  printing $167  38 

Postage,  freight,  expre^sage,  advertising.      126  43 

Class  exjxjnses  and  incidentals 41  86 

Instructors,  officers,  lectures 506  00 

Balance  on  hand    30  22 

$869  89 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.   R.    Campbell,  Secly. 'Treasurer. 
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II.— TEACHERS'    INSTITUTES. 


(a). — Normal  Institute  for   Inspectorial  Divisions   6,    7,   8 
AND  11,   (Cape  Breton  Island^  Antioonish  and  Guysboro)^ 

Held  at  Fort  llawkesbury,  Sept.  26,  27,  28,  29  and  SO,  1904. 

m 

(Attendance,  250.) 

The  first  session  of  the  Teachers'  Normal  Institute  for  the  Coun- 
ties of  Antigonish,  Giiysborough,  Inverness,  Victoria,  Kichmond  and 
Cape  Breton,  was  held  at  Port  Hawkesbiiry,  C.  B.,  during  the  last 
week  of  September,  1904. 

This  Institute  might  be  looked  upon  as  an  extension  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Normal  School, — its  main  purpose  being  to  show  those  teach- 
ers who  have  not  had  professional  training  the  best  and  most 
improved  methods  of  conducting  classes  imder  conditions  smih.ir  to* 
those  which  obtain  in  the  ordinary  school-room.  And  incidentally 
it  is  expected  to  have  at  least  some  influence  in  inducing  imtrained 
teachers  to  take  a  course  in  the  Normal  School.  It  had  been  found 
that  the  benefits  derived  from  Institutes  whose  exercises  consisted  en- 
tirely of  the  readioig  of  papers  and  desultory  discussions  were  not 
very  great,  and  some  of  the  more  prominent  educationists  in  the 
eastern  portion  of  the  Province,  headed  by  Inspectors  A.  G.  Macdon- 
ald,  John  McKinnon,  and  M.  J.  T.  Macneil,  concluded  that  it  would 
be  well  to  attempt  an  Institute  conducted  on  different  principles. 
Their  anticipations  have  been  fully  realized,  and,  as  a  result  of  the 
experience  at  Ilawkesburv',  it  would  seem  that  this  Teachers'  Xonnai 
Institute  is  destined  to  be  often  repeated.  The  second  sesr 
sion  of  the  Institute  was  held  at  North  Sydney,  C,  B.,  in  September 
of  the  present  year.  It  was  in  every  way  a  pronounce^l  success. 
But  as  a  full  account  of  it  will  appear  in  due  course,  nothing  further 
regarding  it  need  be  said  now. 

The  Institute  under  review  was  opened  by  a  general  meeting  of 
the  attending  teachers  in  the  Town  Hall  at  7.80  p.  m.  ^Monday,  Sep- 
tember 26,  1904.  The  purpose  of  the  Institute  and  the  work  proj>osed 
to  be  accomplished  during  the  week  was  outlined  by  the  President, 
Inspector  A.  G.  Macdonald.  Then  followed  the  enrolment  of  the 
members. 

The  actual  work  bc^an  on  the  following  morning,  and  was  contin- 
ued for  four  days.  The  forenoons  were  devoted  to  the  teaching  exer- 
cises, the  afternoons  and  some  of  the  evenings  to  the  reading  of  papers 
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and  ^neral  discussion  of  pedagf>gical  questions  and  other  educatiunal 
matters.  Four  rooms  in  all,  the  Town  Hall  and  three  apartments  ia 
Uie  Ili^h  School,  were  used  for  teaching.  The  accompanying  time- 
table shows  the  order  of  the  work : — 


ROOM. 


No  I. 


No.  2. 


TUESDAY. 


9_10- Arithmetic.  VII.,  VIII 
10-11— Uiig..  VI.. VIII. 
11-12- Draw  ,  VI.,.  VIII 


No.  3. 


7^0.4. 


9_J0— Reading,  III..  IV. 
10-11 -Nature   I.-IV 
ll_1.2_(;eog.  VII.,V11I. 


O-lO-Arith..  Ill  ,  IV. 
0_ll_(3eog..  V  .  VI. 
11-12— Nature,  V.  VII 1. 


WEDNESDAY. 


9-10     Reeling. III.,  IV. 
10- 11 -Nature.  L-IV. 
n-12-(;e<»g,  VII.,  VIII. 


9— 10- Reading.  1..  II. 
10-1  |_(;eog.  III.,  IV. 
ll_12-Arith.,  V.,  VI. 


9- 10-Arithmetic,  III..  IV 
10  -ll-lieography,  V..  VI. 
11-12-  Nature,  V.-VIII. 


9-  10-Keading,  I.,  II. 
;  10— 11- Geography,  III..  IV 
11 -12- Arithmetic.  V.,  VI. 


I    9-10-Arithmetic,  VII  ,  VIII. 
;  10  -II— UiDgnage,  VI  -VIII. 
i  n -12-  Drawing,  VI.VIII. 


ROOM. 


THURSDAY. 


FRIDAY. 


No.  I. 


9 _  10 -Arithmetic,  III.,  IV 
!  10     ll-(Je<)graphy,  V.,  VI. 
1 1  -  1*2  -  Nature,  V.  VIII. 


9  -10-Reading,  I.  II. 
i  IO-ll-<Jeographv,  III..  IV. 
i  II  — I2-Arithmetic,  V.  VI. 


No.  2. 


9  -10-Reading,  I  ,  II 
10-I|-(;eography.  III.,  IV. 
11-  12-Arithmetio,  V.,  VI. 


No.  3. 


9_10-Ariihmetir,  VII.,  Vlll. 
10-1 1 -Language,  VI.  VIII. 
II      12-I)rawing,  VI.- VIII 


No.  4. 


.    9_  l()_Rejulii)g,  III  ,  IV. 
:  10-11  — Nature   I  -IV. 


I 


11      12-(;eog.,  VII.,  VIII 


9 -10- Arithmetic,  VII  .  VIII. 
10-11-  language,  VI    VIII. 
ll-lo-Diawing.  VI.VIIL 


9-  10-lieading,  lU.,  IV. 
10-1 1 -Nature.  I.-IV. 
11-12 -(ieog.,  VII.. VIII. 


(|- 10- Arithmetic,  III  ,  IV. 
10__il«(;oography,  V.,  VL 
ll_12-.Nature,  V.-VIIL 


It  was  ingeniously  contrived  8>  that  each  of  the  lessions  was 
taught  in  each  of  the  four  rooms.  Thus  the  attending  teachers  re- 
mained tliroughout  all  of  the  four  foreno<nis  in  the  room  selected 
Tuosday  morning.  It  was  not  necessarv'  for  any  of  them  to  move 
about  in  order  to  see  all  the  work.  To  show  how  this  was  accom- 
plished, an  ilhistration  will  l>e  useful.  Take  the  first  lesson  on  the 
programiue, — Arithmetic,  Gra<les  VI T  and  VIIL     This  lesson  wa» 
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taught  in  Room  No.  1  at  0  oPclock  Tuesday;  in  Room  No.  2,  at  9 
o'clock  Friday;  in  Room  No.  3,  at  9  o'clock  Thuis  lay,  and  in  Roolii 
No.  4  at  9  o'clock  Tuesday.  A  similar  arrangement  can  be  (  bserved! 
with  regard  to  every  other  lesson  mentio:  ed. 

Following  are  the  names  of  those  who  conducted  the  lessons : — 

Miss  Effie  G.  Macdonald,  Sherbrooke,  N.  S. — Reading,  I,  TI. 
Miss  Eva  Dillon,  Guysborough,  N.  S. —  Reading,  III,  IV. 
Miss  Nellie  Coainolly,  Sydney,  N.  S. — Reading,  I,  II. 
Miss  Ethel  Dickson,  Truro,  N.  S. — Arithmetic,  III,  IV. 
Miss  Mary  C.  Macdonald,  St.  Peters,  C.  B. — Arithmetic,  V,  VI. 
Prof.  E.  \V.  Connolly,  Truro,  N.  S.— Arithmetic,  VII,  VIII. 
Mr.  F.  G.  Morehouse,  Antigonish,  N.  S. — Geography,  III,  IV. 
Mr.  D.  McK.  Gillis,  L'Ardoisc,  C.  13.— Geography,  V,  VI. 
Miss    Vangie    Shaw,    Sydney  ilines,    C.  B. — Geography,    Vll^ 

VIII. 
Prof.  Harlow,    Truro,    N.  S.,    and   ]Miss   Margaret    Thompson, 

North  Sydnev,  N.  S.— Nature,  I-IV. 
Mr.  S.  A.  DeWolfe,  North  Sydnev,  C.  B.— Nature,  V-VIII. 
Miss  Anna  B.  ilcKcuzie,    Svdney    Mines,    0.    B. — Language, 

VI-VIII. 
Mr.  E.  B.  Smith,  Port  Hood,  0.  B.— Drawing,  VLVIIL 

The  pupils  for  the  different  clas!<es  were  drawn  from  tho  schools 
of  Ilawkesbury.  They  had  been  well  drilled  during  the  weeks 
preceding  and  wore  always  in  the  proper  room  whon  required.  This 
somewhat  difficult  portion  of  the  work  fell  on  Mr.  D.  J.  Ma%e60n^ 
and  the  other  teachers  of  Ilawkesburv  who  desen^e  much  credit  for 
having  accomplished  it  so  successfully. 

The  exercises  in  the  afternoons  took  place  in  the  Town  Hall. 

On  Tuesday,  ^fiss  Ottie  A.  Smith  of  the  Normal  School,  gave 
an  instructive  talk  on  Freehand  Drawing,  ller  illustrations  on  the 
blackboard  were  of  a.n  interesting  and  valuable  character.  Misd 
Bessie  G.  Jamieson  of  Canso,  read  a  pai)er  on  Writing.  Her  ex- 
planation of  the  metho<l  by  which  she  wjvs  accustomed  to  teach 
pupils  how  to  give  l(»tters  the  proper  height  was  very  useful  to  many 
of  those  present  Mr.  E.  B.  Smith  of  Port  Hood,  showed  how  the 
Diagonal  Scale  is  constructed,  and  exphiined  its  use. 

A  public  meeting  open  to  the  citizens  of  the  Town  was  held 
Tuesday  evening.  Addresses  were  delivered  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Education,  Mayor  Embree,  Mr.  G.  Forsyth,  Principal  Soloati 
of  the  Normal  School,  Dr.  Longley,  and  lnsj)ectors  A.  G.  ifacdonaW 
and  John  McKinnon.  Interspersed  among  the  addresses  were  a 
number  of  musical  selections,  vocal  and  instmmental. 
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WcHlnesday  afternoon  papers  on  "Shall  and  Will"  -and  on 
"  History  in  the  Rural  Schools  "  were  read,  the  former  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Macdonald  of  St>  Andrews,  N.  S.,  the  latter  by  Dr.  G.  U.  Hay  of 
St.  John,  N.  B.  Both  these  ])apers  were  much  appreciated.  In  the 
discussion  which  followed.  Dr.  ^lacKay,  Principal  Soloan,  Inspector 
Macdonald,  Principal  Campbell  of  Truro  Academy,  Prof.  Connolly 
mnd  others  took  part. 

Thursday  afternoon  the  teachers  in  two  parties  were  treated  to 
An  excursion  on  the  Strait  of  Canso  by  the  Town  Coimcil  of  Hawkes- 
bury.  Afterwards  Dr.  J.  J.  Cameron,  of  Antigonish,  read  a  useful 
paper  on  Physiology. 

On  Friday  officers  were  elected  as  follows : — Chairmaoi,  Inspector 
Ma(»donahl;  Vice-Chairma.n,  Inspector  Macneil;  Exocutiyc  Com- 
mittee, W.  A.  Creelman,  G.  W.  McKenzie,  E.  B.  Smith,  »».  A 
Macdonald,  F.  T.  Stewart,  Miss  Kate  McKenzie,  and  Miss  Eva 
Dillon. 

In  all  about  250  teachers  attended.  As  this  Institute  was  lmde^ 
taken  largely  as  an  experiment,  the  travelling  expenses  of  C  and  D 
teachers  who  did  not  hold  diplomas  from  the  Normal  School  were 
paid  by  the  Goyernment.  The  sum  of  $255  was  expended  for  this 
purpose. 

T.  M.  Phelan,  Secretary. 

North  Sydney,  C.  B.,  October  31,  1904. 


(6). — Division    No.    10    (CrMUKULAND   County,    Etc), 

Held  at  SpnnfjhiU,  ISih  to  21st  April,  1905. 

(Attoiulance,  173). 

The  tonehors  oi  Divis.ion  No.  10  mot  in  the  Parish  TToii^o  HpH 
fit  2  </ch)ck.  Tns]mct()r  Cnno'  took  the  chair  at  2.80.  After  enroll- 
ment W.  Ti.  Slade  ])rO';('nt(^1  his  rfsi«rnation  as  secretary,  which  wa? 
accepted,  an<l  W.  1).  ilcTfivish  ap])ointcd  in  his  place. 

The  Prc^idniit  in  hU  openiuir  n«ldre.^s  conc:ratiilated  the  tcf^hers 
upon  the  incn^ase  in  salaries  as  shown  by  the  report  of  the  Supo^ 
intendent.  lie  also  referred  to  th(»  recetnt  legislation  for  tho  pro- 
tection of  teachers  while  in  the  performn.nce  of  their  <lnties,  nnd  sufi:- 
geste/1  that  each  should  l^eoome  a  member  of  the  Teachers'  T^nioa, 
which  has  for  its  ol)joct  the  protec^fion  of  teochers  interests  in  court** 
of  Ian*.     lie  spoke  briefly  of  the  Phonological  sheets,    rnd   urged  the 


teachers'  institutes.  183 


neoessity  of  care  in  filling  them  out.  He  spoke  strongly  for  more 
attention  to  manners  in  the  schoolroom,  and  care  of  the  room  itsehP 
and  the  furniture.  He  also  referred  to  the  League  of  the  Empire, 
and  the  many  advantages  that  might  be  obtained  through  connection 
with  it. 

Mr.  Smeltzer  of  Wallaoo,  followed  with  a  paper  on  ''Practical 
Teaching  in  Rural  Schools."  He  contended  for  more  freedom  and 
urged  the  necessity  of  fitting  the  teaching  to  the  needs  of  the 
particular  commuaiity  in  which  the  teacher  was  situated,  as  well  as 
to  the  tastes  and  aptitudes  of  the  different  pupils. 

Mr.  Soloan  criticized  the  paper,  asserting  that  the  business  of  the 
school  was  to  provide  the  groundwork  upon  which  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  student  to  build  as  his  tastes  or  aptitudes  led  him  to  choose. 
Several  others  spoke  in  the  same  strain. 

J.  A.  Benoit  spoke  next  on  the  "Application  of  Physical  Princi- 
ples to  the  Study  of  Weather  Phenomena". 

Some  discussion  followed  this  paper,  participated  in  by  Dr. 
Magee,  Mr.  Soloan  and  othprs. 

On  Tuesday  evening  a  public  meeting  was  held.  Wm.  Keece, 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  School  Commissioners  of  Springhijl, 
occupied  the  chair.  Inspector  Craig  was  the  first  speaker.  He  made 
a  strong  plea  for  better  accommodation  for  the  cliildron  and  more 
play  grounds.  Spoke  of  truancy,  and  how  to  deal  with  it^  Dr.  Soloan 
followed  with  an  historical  sketch  of  the  development  of  education 
in  this  province  from  1864  to  the  present  time.  D.  McLeod  and 
E.  B.  Paul,  M*s.  L.  A.,  spoke  briefly,  as  did  also  J.  A.  Benoit 

Wednesday  momiug's  session  was  opened  by  a  i>aper  by  G.  G. 
Sedgewick,  B.A.,  Oxford  High  School,  on  '^  Teachers'  lleading."  It 
was  so  much  appreciated  that  the  Institute  unanimously  asked  Mr. 
Sedgewick  to  allow  of  its  bc*ing  published  in  tlie  ^*  Educational 
Review." 

Miss  Margaret  A.  Grant  thou  tauejht  a  very  interesting  lesson 
to  a  class  of  children  on  literature.  This  was  followed  by  Dr.  B.  L. 
Murray  of  Springhill,  on  "  Immunity  against  Diseases," 

Miss  L.  M.  Ilockin,  B.  A.,  of  Amherst,  followed  with  a  lesson 
and  talk  on  drawing,  which  called  forth  many  commendations  and 
expressions  of  opinion.  Miss  Hockin  emphasized  the  fact  that 
drawing  was  not  really  an  additional  subject  to  be  taught  but  a 
method  of  teaching  all  subjects. 
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Woxlnesday  afternoon  session  was  particularly  intei^esting  to 
those  interested  in  nature  work,  for  Miss  Agues  Spencer  of  Great 
Village,  and  JVlr.  Percy  J.  Shaw,  H.  A.,  of  the  Maedonald  School 
Gardens,  s|>oke  at  length  on  that  subject,  i[r.  Shaw  dwelling  upon 
the  principles  which  should  govern  the  teaching  of  'nature,  and  ili^s 
Spencer  ui)on  the  application  of  tliese  principles  to  the  actual  work  of 
the  school. 

Several  spoke  to  these  pajxirs.  ^Ir.  L:\y  spoke  next  on  School 
Libraries,  and  at  the  close  of  his  paix>r  offered  five  dollars  to  be 
divided  among  the  first  ten  schools  applying  for  it,  which  would  add 
to  their  libraries  a  year's  subscription  to  the  Illustrated  London 
News.     Mr.  Craig  duplicated  Mr.  Lay's  offer. 

The  Institute  then  agreed  to  offer  thirty  dollars    out    of   their 
funds  U»    the    first  fifteen  strictly    rural  schools   which    raised    ten    • 
dollars  for    the    pur|X)3e   of    establishing    a    School    Library.     The 
schools  to  participate  equally,  two  dollars  to  each. 

The  last  pa|>er  of  this  session  was  read  by  Miss  Lizzie  R.  Kirk- 
patrick,  on  Fifth  and  Sixth  grade  work. 

Miss  Kirkpatrick  said  that  the  w-ork  in  those  grades  was  quite 
suitable  for  children  who  had  been  properly  trained  and  who  were 
sufficiently  developed.  Premature  promotion  was  the  chief  evil  that 
teachers  had  to  contend  with. 

Three  papers  were  read  Friday  morning.  The  first  by  W.  W. 
Herdman  of  Acadia  Mines,  on  Patriotism,  the  next,  really  a  lesson, 
by  Miss  M.  McPhorson  of  Springhill,  and  the  last  by  Miss  Perth^ 
A.  Cameron,  on  teaching  young  children  how  to  talk.  All  were 
interesting,  hut  on  account  of  press  of  business  and  lack  of  time 
were  not  discussed. 

In  the  business  yieeting  which  followed  Mr.  Sedgewick  of 
Oxford,  or  successor,  was  chosen  Vice-President,  and  the  principals 
of  the  chief  schools  with  the  oificers  were  nominated  as  executive. 

W.   D.   McTavish,  Secty.-Treas. 


(c.) — Division    Xo.  5    (Hants   and   Kings    Countiks). 

Held  af  llantsport,  lOih  and  20ih  April,  1905. 

(Attendance,  120). 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Teachers'  Institute  for  Inspectorial 
Division  Xo.  5,  met  at  llantsport  in  the  High  School  Room  at  J>.45 
a.  m.       The  President,  (\  W.  Roscoe,  Esq.,   in   the    chair.       After 
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the  enrollment  of  teachers,  a  committee  to  nominate  judges  for  the 
Writing  and  Drawing  exhibits  was  appointed,  viz: — Messrs.  C.  J. 
McNab,  E.  Robinson  atnd  Miss  Yuill,  and  a  sub-committee  to  arrdiigo 
the  exhibits. 

The  President  opened  the  Institute  by  a  short  address,  welcoming 
the  teachers  and  outlining  the  w^ork  according  to  the  programme. 

The  first  paper  was  read  by  Principal  E.  Robinson  of  Kcntville^ 
entitled  "Suggestions  for  Na.ture  Study''.  Subjects  should  be  taken 
up  in  natural  order,  suited  to  the  pupils.  The  following  plan  was 
suggested.  Teachers  might  use  the^  Phenological  Observation  sheets. 
The  pupils  should  be  given  one,  a  second  retained  by  the  teacher, 
and  the  third  sent  to  the  Inspector.  The  sheet  filled  in  by  the  teacher 
should  be  preserved  and  filed  for  his  or  her  successor. 

A  spirited  discussion  followed,  the  opinion  being  that  the  scheme 
was  simple,  workable  and  comprehensive. 

Mr.  W.  H.  Powx^ll,  of  ^laitland,  was  introduced  and  gave  an 
instructive  lesson  in  Chemistry,  making  oxygen  gas  and  ix^rfonning 
a  number  of  experiments  with  the  same.  He  showed  very  clearly 
what  might  Ix)  accomplished  by  any  teacher  with  very  simple  and 
cheap  apparatus. 

The  first  seasion  closed  at  12.15  p.  m. 

The  second  session  opened  at  2  o'clock,  the  President  in  the  chair. 
A  telegram  from  Inspector  Craig,  who  was  holding  an  Institute  at 
Springhill,  was  read,  conveying  the  good  wishes  of  the  teachei's  of 
his  Division. 

On  motion,  the  President  was  authorized  to  reply,  reciprocating 
the  good  wishes  of  this  Division  to  their  fellow^  teachers  in  Cuml)er- 
land. 

Prof.  Haley  of  Acadia  College,  then  explained  the  principles  of 
the  Marconi  system  of  Wireless  Telegraphy  by  suitable  diagrams  on 
the  blackboard  and  by  apparatus  arranged  in  the  room.  The 
apparatus  was  in  good  condition,  giving  a  ready  response  to  the  gener- 
ating batteries.  He  also  showed  the  great  value  of  tliis  system  not 
merely  from  a  commercial  point  of  view,  but  m  war  and  to  the  world 
at  large. 

Mrs.  P.  E.  Parker  of  Wolfville  schools,  gave  an  illustrative  lesson 
on  the  teaching  of  music  by  the  StaflF  Notation.  She  used  the 
principles  of  the  Tonic  Sol  Fa  system  ns  a  b'\i^is  and  built  upon  that, 
80  that  she  had  little  difficulty  in  mtiking  her  pupils  of  Grades.  Ill 
and  IV,  understand  the  Staff  Notation  and  sing  by  it. 
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Miss  A.  B.  Juniper  of  the  Middleton  Consolidated  school,  read 
an  interesting  paper  on  *'Di3cipline'\  She  considered  the  subject  in 
its  effect  on  the  tone  of  the  school.  Discipline  should  form  in  the 
pupil  habits  of  self  control.  The  teacher  must  be  strictly  moral. 
Good  manners  in  the  school  rr)om,  halls  and  play  ^ound,  as  well  as 
cleanliness,  should  be  insisted  upon  from  the  very  beginning. 

This  pai)er  was  sjx>ken  to  by  Principal  Patterson  of  Acacia 
Villa  school,  in  which  he  emphasized  the  various  points  made  by  the 
writer. 

This  session  adjourned  at  4.30  p.  m: 

The  public  meeting  w^as  held  in  Church  ill's  Hall,  at  8  o'clock. 
The  large  hall  was  packed  to  the  doors.  President  Roscoe  occupied 
the  chair,  besides  whom  were  present  on  the  platform  Rev.  Dr. 
Keirstead,  Prof.  Dahl,  Rev.  E.  13.  Alorse,  Dr.  Burgess,  Dr.  Majrge* 
son,  R.  W.  Ford  and  others.  The  pupils  of  the  Haojtsport  schook 
gave  a  hoop  drill,  prettily  performed,  accompanied  by  music.  The 
Vice-President,  Principal  Shields,  gave  an  address  of  welcome  on 
behalf  of  the  Town,  which  was  replied  to  by  the  President.  A  piano 
duet  was  skilfully  executed  by  the  Misses  Davison  and  Laurence 
of  llantsport. 

Miss  Juniper  read  a  carefully  prepared  paper  on  Domestic 
Science,  showing  the  need  of  it,  it«  relation  tp  other  subjects,  its 
benefits  to  the  child,  the  parents  and  the  community  at  large. 

A  vocal  solo  was  irjidered  by  Miss  Grace  Burgess  in  such  a 
pleasing  manner  I  hat  Aie  had  to  respond  to  an  encore. 

I*rof.  Djihl,  the  newly  nppointod  professor  of  Engineering  in 
King's  (V)lloge,  s}>"ke  brio  fly  upon  the  natural  resources  of  the 
Province,  tin*  need  nt  dev('l()j)in(Mit,  and  made  a  strong  plea  for  his 
College  in  setting  f(»rili  to  aid  in  this  development. 

A  vi(din  cluet  by  Principal  R.  W.  Ford  and  Miss  Lockhart,  with 
Miss  Din'isjju  as  aeeoiiipanist,  was  well  rendered. 

The  last  sjXMker  was  the  Kcv.  Dr.  Keirstead,  w^ho  was  filling  the 
place  (»f  Su|K»rintendent  MacKay,  who  was  unavoidably  absents  He 
gave  an  interesting  address  on  language  study,  particularly  the 
English  h^nguage.  lie  (^\};ressed  the  idea  with  much  emphasis  of 
studying,  sped  ling,  le;n-ning  Latin  and  Greek  notes  and  memorizing 
choice  (extract--.  This  Institute  hiis  alwavs  had  a  friend  and  a  fn.ith- 
fnl  sii])p()rt'r  in  Dr.  Keirstead,  and  will  miss  him  very  much.  The 
Rev.  W.  Alorse  spoke  briefly  in  appreciation  of  the  work  of  teachers. 
This  most  successful  meeting  closed  by  singing  the  National  Anthem. 
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Hantsport^  April  20th,  1005. 

The  morniing  session  began  at  9.15,  with  the  President  in  the 
chair.  The  following  committee  was  appointed  as  judges  of  the 
Writing  and  Drawing  Exhibits,  viz: — Messrs.  Sutherland  anid  Mc- 
Mahon  and  Miss  FarrelL 

Miss  Lonore  Kaulbach  of  Kcntville,.  taught  a  lesson  in  Englisli 
to  a  class  of  pupils  from  Grade  VIII,  a  poem  entitled  **Bismallah" 
(in  God's  name)  was  selected  and  written  on  the  blackboard  and 
£he  pupils  had  each  a  written  copy.     It  w«a3  elc^verly  taught. 

This  was  followed  by  another  lesson  to  the  same  class  taught  by 
Miss  Parker  of  Haaitsport,  the  subject  being  Mathematical  Drawing. 
The  blackboard  was  used  by  the  pupils,  and  with  protractor  and  scale 
several  difficult  problems  were  solved. 

Miss  E.  J.  Yuill,  of  the  Wolfville  schools,  /xav(^  an  address  on 
English  Literature,  and  showed  her  method  of  teaching  it  to  Grades 
IX  and  X.  Several  jduys  of  Shakespeare  were  outlined  and  notes 
of  pupils  were  read  showing  their  conce])tions  of  them.  She  also 
•showed  how  she  taught  composition  in  combination  with  the  above. 
This  lesson  was  interesting  and  very  suggestive. 

Mr.  B.  McMahon  of  Waterville,  briefly  addressed  the  teachers 
on  reading  matter  for  themselves.  He  spoke  a  good  word  for  the 
Rernew.  He  quoted  club  rates  for  certain  magazines,  which  would 
tend  to  broaden  their  views  and  also  provide  some  recreation.  This 
«e83ion  adjourned  at  12  m. 

The  closing  session  began  at  2  p.  m.  with  the  President  in  the 
chair.  A  short  business  sos-^iou  took  place  at  which  Wolfville  was 
selected  as  the  next  place  of  meeting.  The  following  were  eli^cted 
as  mcmhors  of  tlr?  Kxocutivo: — President,  0.  W.  Roscoe,  Esq.,  ex- 
o^rm;  Vice-President,  P.  \V.  Ford;  Secty.-Tivas.,  J.  A.  Smith; 
Prin.  P.  J.  Shields,  Miss  L.  Kaulbach,  Prin.  Robinson  and  .Miss 
A.  Forl)es.  Vole^  of  tluMiks  were  tendered  the  ti^achers  of  H'^nts- 
port,  Poard  of  School  Commissioners  for  free  use  of  hall  for  public 
meetiiiG:?  Jdl  who  nssistod  in  the  music,  an<l  the  voung  peo])le  who 
cleverly  executed  the  hoop  drill. 

Mr.  Sclnirnran,  of  the  Mnritimo  Pu>iness  (\»lle^c,  then  opened 
up  the  subject  of  writing,  and  (explained  his  method  of  teaching  it. 
A  practical  blackboard  le-son  was  given  the  t(mr-licr<. 

The  judges  appointed  to  award  the  prizes  for  the  best  Writing 
and  Drawing  rei)orted  as  follows: — 

First  prize  for  Writing — Grade  III,  Windsor. 
Second  prize  for  Writing — Grade  III,    Windsor. 
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First  prize  for  Writing — Grade  VII,  Windsor. 
Second  prize  for  Writing — Grade  VII,  Ilantsport, 
First  prize  for  Drawing — Grade  V,  West  Brancli. 
Second  prize  for  Drawing — Grade  V,  Mount  Uniaeke. 
First  prize  for  Drawing — Grade  VIII,  Lower  Gaspereau. 
Second  prize  for  Drawing — Grade  VIII,  llantsport. 

The  iirst  prilze  for  Drawing  and  Writing  were  $1.00  each,  and  tlie 
second  prizes  75  cents  each. 

A  paper  written  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Woodworth  of  Berwick,  entitled 
"Civics",  was,  in  his  absence,  read  by  the  Secretary.  The  writer 
emphasized  the  need  of  moral  reform  in  all  our  state  affairs,  and 
that  the  initiative  should  be  in  our  schools.  This  completed  the 
programme  and  the  time  for  adjournment  had  arrived.  The  number 
of  teachers  present  was  120.  The  Institute  w^as  regarded  as  one  of 
the  most  interesting  and  profitable  ever  held  in  this  Division,  due, 
to  a  large  extent,  to  the  wisdom  and  sagacity  of  the  President. 

The  President  gave  a  short  fareyell  address,  then  declared  the 
Institute  closeil,  to  meet  at  Wolfville,  at  the  call  of  the  Executive. 

J.  A.  Smitif,  Secretary, 


(d), — Division   No.    4    (Annapolis  and  Digbv    County). 

Held  at  Dujhy,  2r>{h  and  26th  May,  1905. 

(Twenty-sixth  Session.     Attendance,  95). 

On  account  of  diphtheria  in  Bear  River,  the  teachers  of  District 
No.  4  mot  in  their  annual  Institute,  in  Digby,  on  May  25th  and  26th. 
The  attendance,  nrobably  on  account  of  the  unexpected  change  that 
had  Ijeen  made,  interfering  with  plans,  was  much,  less  than  usual, 
only  a  few  over  ninety  being  enrolled. 

At  O.»30  n.  m.,  on  Thursday  morning,  Pres.  Morse  took  the  chair. 
After  enrollment  of  those  present,  the  minutes  of  the  last  meeting 
were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion,  W.  11.  Longloy  was  reelected  Secretary-Treasurer. 

The  oponinjQf  paper,  prepared  and  read  by  Prln.  R.  F.  Morton,  of 
Di^by  Acndoniy,  was  upon  the  subjet^t,  "The  Three  li's:"  Prin. 
Morton  commented  u]>on  the  stress  laid  upon  Manual  Trainmg  and 
Nature  Study  in  the  last  Institute  ho  had  atitended.  He  stated  that 
tho  e;lncation  of  a  ehild  was  two-si<led,  that   which  is  practical  and 
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that  which  unfolds  natural  talent.  In  his  opinion  Manual  Training 
is  good  in  so  far  as  it  produces  accuracy,  provokes  interest  or  gives 
variety. 

With  regard  to  his  subject,  Prin.  Morton  made  these  points: 
To  secure  good  reading,  greater  variety  of  readers  is  necessary. 
Spelling  witli  meanings  should  not  be  taught  from  lists  of  words,  but 
from  the  context.  The  style  of  writing  to  be  followed  should  be 
settled  by  the  C  P.  I.,  and  not  left  to  the  decision  of  the  successive 
teachers,  whith  plan  gives  the  present  conglomerate  style  which  is 
80  common.  In  arithmetic,  accuracy  is  the  test.  To  secure  this 
there  must  be  severity  in  grading,  mental  work  and  lavishness  of 
short  cuts  in  the  higher  grades. 

Prin.  Smith,  of  Annapolis  Academy,  speaking  in  defence  of 
Nature  Study  and  Mainual  Training,  said  that  emphasis  is  necessary 
to  bring  a  subject  to  notice,  though  it  does  not  follow  that  the  world 
hinges  on  that  point.  Manual  Training  begins  m  Grade  VI.,  while 
the  primary  education  should  be  practically  finished  by  that  time 
and  should  have  consisted  almost  entirely  of  the  **Three  R's." 
Manual  Training  and  Nature  Study  in  proper  correlation  with  the 
Three  R's.  are  in  the  forefront  of  education.  Prin.  Smith  wanted 
the  discussion  to  commence  with  the  first  paper  and  something  help- 
ful, somthing  of  experience  in  method  of  securing  variety  and 
accuracy,  to  be  given. 

Miss  Kinh^v  was  interested  in  the  question  of  special  reading. 
A  child  cannot  bo  promoted  until  proficiency  in  the  other  branches 
is  acquired,  and  hence  the  reader  is  gono  over  several  times.  She 
asked  how  otlier  teachers  proceeded  in  the  matter  of  supplementary 
reading. 

The  President  stated  that,  according  to  the  announcement  in  the 
Journal  of  Edwcation,  the  new  edition  of  readers  would  offer  variety 
for  the  next  year,  while  Prin.  Morton  explained  the  method  followed 
in  Bridgewater.  First,  the  suitable  selections  in  the  reader  were 
studied,  after  which,  with  money  raised  by  school  concerts,  cheap 
books  were  purchased  from  a  standard  educational  company,  and 
after  being  used,  provided  the  children  did  not  buy  them,  were  plac<*d 
in  the  school  librarv  for  ii^^e  in  succeedinc:  vears. 

In  the  discussion  of  methods  to  improve  writing,  it  appeared  that 
much  of  the  work  of  the  Business  College,  which  turns  out  excellent 
writers,  consists  of  practice  of  the  right  method  of  holding  a  pen 
and  the  elements  used  in  letter  formatiotn.  By  some  it  was  con- 
sidered advisable  to  spend  more  time  on  No.  1  of  the  series  of  copy 
books,  since  it  contains  the  elements,  rather  than  run  through  the  list 
from  Nos.  1 — 8. 
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The  discussion  upon  this  paj)er  having  been  brought  to  a  eon- 
chision,  Prin.  llattie  M.  Clark,  of  Carleton's  Comer,  gave  an 
instructive  talk  upon  drawing,  illustrating  her  remarks  by  drawing 
upon  th(j  lK)ard  amd  by  sketches  prepared  beforehand.  Miss  Clark 
would  make  two  divisions  in  drawing  class  in  a  miscellaneous  school, 
the  first  including  the  lower  grades  to  deal  with  outline  work  only, 
while  the  s^ond  composed  of  the  higher  grades  should  add  shading, 
lief  ore  shading  an  object  is  tried,  copies  of  finished  work  by  the 
teacher  should  be  studied.  By  simple  lessons  it  should  be  shown 
that  shading  is  what  enables  us  to  distinguish  the  sha!f)e3  of  bodies. 
Shading  should  l>e  done  by  workiiig  from  the  darkest  to  the  lightest, 
and  must  be  done  at  one  time,  or  when  the  sim  is  occupying  the  same 
relative  position  on  succct^sive  days.  It  is  a  common  mistake  in 
drawing  to  ])ut  in  too  many  details,  as,  for  instance,  to  make  all  the 
shingles  uj)on  a  roof  or  all  the  staves  in  a  barrel.  Where  light  falls 
brightest,  lines  fail  to  appear. 

The  lesson  was  followed  inteiitly  by  all  present^  and  peeei\'ed 
favorable  comment  from  Messrs.  A.  W.  L.  Smith,  G.  A.  Boate  and 
S.  C.  Schaffner,  the  latter  of  whom  as  an  ex-teacher  was  invited  by 
the  President  to  participate  in  the  discussions  of  the  Institute  and 
replied  w^ith  a  few  suitable  remarks. 

On  motion,  mec*ting  adjourned  to  meet  at  2  p.  m. 


Thursday  Afternoon. 

Principal  A.  W.  L.  Smith  first  read  a  paper  prepared  by  T.  H. 
Spinney,  of  Meadow  Vale,  which  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  deci- 
mals are  so-i.*allod  by  reason  of  their  denominators  being  expressed  in 
powers  of  ten,  and  again  that  they  are  but  common  fractions  expressed 
in  mon*.  convenient  form.  A  method  of  reducing  the  vulgar  fraction 
to  the  decimal  form  differing  from  that  in  the  text-book  was  intro- 
duced anil  received  demonstration  upon  the  board  at  the  hands  of  the 
reader.  Finally,  Principal  Smith  spoke  upon  the  advantage  of  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  decimal  system  in  connection  with  the  use 
of  the  metric  system,  and  Principal  Morton  considered  the  paper  to 
be  an  exposition  of  the  statement  that  pupils  should  know  the  why 
and  wherefore  of  mathematical  calculation,  and  considered  that  a 
debatable  subject. 

Miss  Mary  T.  Kiiiloy  next  read  an  excellent  paper  upon  **  The 
Country  School:  its  Discouragements  and  Inspirations."  After 
commenting  upon  the  various  trials  of  the  country  school  teacher,  in 
a  way  which  called  forth  upon  the  faces  of  the  hearers  a  smile  bom 
of  experience,  she  declared  that  after  all,  discouragt  nent  should  be 
no  part  of  a  te^iclier's  life.       She  dwelt  upon  the  facts  that  to  dia- 
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cover  gonius,  to  aid  developing  talent,  to  add  to  the  upbuilding  of 
character,  are  noble  works;  and  that  in  spite  of  all  its  points  of  in- 
efficiency of  equipment  and  prejudice  against  innovation,  many  of 
the  world's  great  men  had  risen  from  the  ranks  of  the  pupils  of  the 
rural  school.  She  also  considered  it  practical  for  every  country 
school  to  have  a  school  garden,  and  had  found  the  school  garden  a 
common  point  of  interest,  establishing  a  bond  of  interest  between 
teacher  and  pupil. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Hall,  having  arrived,  took  part  in  the  discussion  of  tho 
paper.  He  quoted  an  authority  to  the  effect  that  a  chikl  learns  more 
before  the  age  of  seven  than  aft<er,  and  wantiod  more  of  the  method 
of  the  child's  early  education  introduced  into  the  school-room.  Upon 
inquiry,  he  was  assured  tliat  nine  school  gardens  were  being  prepared 
in  as  many  different  sections  in  the  district. 

Mr.  A.  DeW.  Foster  wished  to  express  his  favorable  opinion  of 
outdoor  expeditions  with  the  pupils,  to  woods,  shore  or  other  places 
of  interest.  He  also  advocated  the  payment  of  salaries  in  all  sections 
at  the  end  of  each  quarter,  calling  attention  to  the  Journal  upon  the 
point. 

Miss  Fash,  on  behalf  of  the  Consolidated  School,  presented  a  few 
facts  with  regard  to  the  favorable  results  obtained. 

•  The  programme  for  the  afternoon  having  been  concluded,  a  little 
while  was  spent  in  the  discussion  of  problems  presented  by  different 
teachers,  as  follows: — 

1.  What  exercises  are  suitable  for  giving  pupils  a  taste  for  Liter- 
ature? Drawing  from  experience,  teachers  answered:  {a)  Make 
use  of  the  school  librarv'.  (6)  Have  a  Literary  Society,  devoting 
akernat©  Friday  afternoons  to  the  study  of  I^ngfellow,  Ti^nnyson,  or 
other  standard  authors,  (r)  Establish  a  school  paper,  with  one  of 
the  older  pupils  in  charge,  to  receive  contributions  from  the  others. 
In  this  connection  the  Henty  books  were  discussed  with  regard  to 
their  suitability  for  the  school  library.  The  conclusion  arrived  at 
was  that  they  were  adapted  to  the  purpose  in  question,  if  tried  at  first. 
Testimony  being  received  to  tho  effect  that  such  is  th^?  case,  favorable 
judgment  was  passed. 

2.  How  shall  a  teacher  advanced  in  years  acquire  a  knowledge 
of  drawing?  Shall  such  teachers  as  are  inefficient  in  this  branch  leave 
the  profession?  Dr.  Hall  considered  a  teacher  neariiig  the  dead 
line  who  did  not  yearly  add  something  new  to  his  or  her  professional 
equipment,  and  considered  that  drawing  as  well  as  any  thing  else 
might  be  that  new  thing.  With  books  we  now  have  giving  insduc- 
tion,  teachers  should  be  able  to  acquire  an  intelligent  knowledge  of 
the  subject. 
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3.  What  can  be  done  to  keep  the  school  garden  iu  proper  con- 
dition during  the  summer^  Principal  Smith  stated  that  the  Sch«x^l 
Commissioners  in  Annapolis  had  willingly  agreed,  upon  request,  to 
care  for  that  in  connection  with  the  Academv.  Mr.  A.  l)eW.  Foster 
considered  that  the  children  of  the  section  should  take  care  of  it  dur- 
ing that  season. 

FkIDAY     MoRXINii. 

It  liad  been  plaiUKnl  that  at  this  time  Professor  Haley,  of  Acadia, 
shouhl  give  the  Institute  th(;  lK»nefit  of  a  demonstraticm  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  wireless  telegraphy,  but  at  the  last  moment  it  was  found 
imj)ossible  for  him  to  do  so. 

Dr.  J.  B.  Hall  therefore,  at  the  invitation  of  the  executive,  ad- 
dressed the  Institute.  He  desired  to  say  something  uplifting. 
Considere<l  the  school,  church  and  home  the  threes  factors  in  educa- 
tion. The  school  training  rests  upon  three  things, — the  coui'se  of 
study,  the  <Mindition  of  the  school  premises,  and  finally  the  teacher. 
He  spoke  of  the  ways  in  which  he  had  endeavored  to  put  into  practice 
the  ideas  he  received  after  considering  e<lucation  as  derived  from  ex 
duco,  consi<lering  it  as  a  leading  out,  and  then  as  a  process  of  cram- 
ming, and  finally  as  a  training  up  or  teaching  to  make  the  best  of 
every  faculty.  Grading  is  not  education,  and  information,  though 
gfxjd,  is  only  one  of  the  l<Avest  features  that  make  it  up.  The  sur- 
roundings of  a  pupil  in  his  school  days  go  far  in  shaping  his  charac- 
ter. Habits  of  cleanliness  and  neatness,  with  a  developetl  taste  for 
the  aesthetic,  nuiv  be  impla.nted  in  his  life  in  embryo.  If  he  had  a 
wish  to  im[n*ove  his  <;wn  salary,  he  should  endeavor  to  improve  the 
school  premisi's.  If  he  wishe<l  to  improve  the  children  morally  an<I 
intellectually,  he  should  endeavor  to  do  the  same  thing  as  the  true 
method. 

Insjx'ctnr  Macintosh,  with  Princij^als  Smith  and  AIcKittrick, 
t(K>k  part  ill  the  discussitui. 

Xext,  Miss  A.  15.  Juniper,  teacher  of  Domestic  Science  in  the 
Consolidated  Sehool,  read  a  paper  treating  of  **  Domestic  Science  as 
a  School  Subject.'-  The  first  p  )iut  was  that  its  teaching  is  necessary, 
since*  the  average  girl,  when  she  would  profit  most  by  her  mother's 
teaching,  is  at  the  high  school,  also,  since  the  mother  may  not  have  the 
patieiUM^  to  j)ut  uj)  with  a  girPs  attempts,  and  might  besides,  though 
in  }>«.»ssession  of  the  knowledge,  not  be  a  born  teacher.  In  the  second 
place.  Domestic  Science  brings  one  into  actual  touch  with  weights  and 
measures,  readily  Ixx'omes  subservient  to  Geography,  Physics  and 
Ch(»niistrv.  ^fore  tlum  is  necessary  in  other  departments,  the  facul- 
ties of  ob«^ervation  must  be  cultivated  and  discipline  adhered  to. 
Finally,  many  are  benefitte<l.  The  child  must  learn  to  think  for  it- 
self.    Throug\i  \ieT  oww  a\.\.e.\\\\>U,  VW  ^u-l  becomes  aware  of  the  trial* 
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of  the  kitchen,  and  to  have  more  respect  for  the  feelings  of  others. 
To  many,  Domestic  Science  means  instruction  in  evoking  only,  but 
such  a  meaning  is  too  small.  It  is  a  training  whioh  is  of  incal- 
culable benefit  in  teaching  girls  to  keep  good  homes  and  become  intel- 
ligent mothers.  . 

Mr.  G.  A.  Boate  next  gave  a  few  points  with  regard  to  the  draw- 
ing of  projections,  working  under  difficulties  since  no  class  was  pre- 
sent, the  lesson  having  been  called  sooner  than  had  been  expected. 

On  motion,  the  following  were  appointed  as  delegates  to  the  Pro- 
vincial Educational  Association: — Principals  G.  B.  McGill,  R.  F. 
Morton,  H.  L.  Bustin,  Lcnfest  Kuggles,  Laura  M.  O'Brien,  A.  F. 
Amirault,  W.  E.  Banks,  Carrie  E.  Chesley,  Misses  Elsie  M.  Best, 
Mary  FitzRandolph,  and  Mr.  A.  DeW.  Foster. 

On  motion.  Principal  R.  F.  Morton  was  appointed  Vice-President 
for  th^  ensuing  year. 

On  motion,  an  executive  committee  was  appointed  as  follows: — 
A.  DeW.  Foster,  chairjuan;.  Principals  L.  Ruggles,  G.  B.  McGill, 
Misses  Effie  Brinton  and  Iva  M.  Stevens. 

Principal  A.  W.  L.  Smith  read  a  letter  from  the  Town  Clerk  of 
Annapolis,  cordially  inviting  the  Institute  to  hold  its  nxet  session  in 
that  town,  but  as  Bear  River  was  considered  to  have  prior  claims,  the 
matter,  with  the  time  of  meeting,  was  left  to  the  executive  to  decide. 

Friday  Afternoon. 

The  Institute  met  in  its  final  session  at  2  p.  m.,  opening  with  a 
lesson  in  Elementary  Science  to  Grades  VII  and  VIII  by  Mr.  W.  K. 
Tibert,  of  the  Bear  River  school.  By  a  series  of  simple  experiment**, 
performed  with  the  simplest  home-made  apparatus,  he  succeeded  in 
leading  his  class  to  see  clearly  the  various  properties  of  the  air  and 
the  principles  upon  which  the  water  pump  is  constructed.  This  les- 
son received  much  well-deserved  commendation  from  several  members 
of  the  Institute. 

It  was  moved,  seconded  and  passed,  that  the  Secretary-Treasurer 
be  authorized  to  pay  all  bills  of  the  Institute. 

On  motion,  a  vote  of  thanks  was  extended  to  the  Town  of  Digby 
for  the  courtesies  extended  to  the  Institute,  and  to  the  various  rail- 
ways for  reduced  fares. 

On  motion,  Institute  adjourned  sine  die, 

W.    H.    LoN(n.EY,  Sccly, 'Treasurer, 

Digby,  May  26th,  1905. 
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(d). — Division   No.   4   (Annapolis  and   Digby   Counties.) 

Held  at  Middleton,  25th   to  27th   May,   190 k. 

(Twenty-Fifth  Session.     Attendance,  175.) 

[Accidentally  omitted  from  Report  of  1903-4]. 

The  teachers  of  District  No.  4,  Annajwlis  and  Digby,  gathered  in  session  at 
MiddlcAon  on  May  25th.  With  them  were  many  representatives  from  Lunen- 
burg, Kings  and  Hants.  In  all,  the  enrollment  included  175,  a  number  surpass- 
ing all  previous  records. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  an  entertainment,  in  which  pupils  of  the  Consolidated 
School  took  targe  part,  was  preaeatcd  to  the  visitors.  Audresses  of  welcome  and 
replies  were  exchanged,  and  Prof.  Robertson  also  briefly  addreised  «the  assembly. 

Thubsdat    Moeking. 

After  watching  the  arrival  of  the  children  in  the  vans  from  the  outlying  sec- 
tions, the  teachers  met  with  the  pupils  of  the  school  in*  their  Assembly  Hall,  where 
the  opening  exercines  were  conducted  in  accordance  with  their  usual  form.  A 
special  feature  was  the  singing  of  the  school  song  set  to  the  strains  of  *'  ^Soldier8 
of  the  Queen."  The  full  flood  of  music,  as  weU  as  the  words,  carried  a  tribute  of 
gratitw^)  and  appreciation  of  the  muniflcence  of  Sir  William  KacDonald  anii 
their  beloved  Prof.  Robertson.  Next,  in  their  own  departments,  lessons  by  tae 
different  teacliers  of  the  school  were  heard  with  interest  by  the  visitons.  An 
exhibition  of  Physical  Culture  Drill  followed,  after  which,  upon  returning  from 
the  grounds  witnout,  the  teachers  were  called  to  order  in  the  Assembly  Hall, 
President  Morse  occupying  the  chair.  W.  H.  Longley  was  appointed  Secretary- 
Treasurer.  Minutes  of  lu^t  meeting  read  and  approved.  After  giving  oppor- 
tunity for  registration,  meeting  ax'.'joumed  (to  meet  at  half-past  one. 

Thubsdat  Aftbbnoon. 

At  the  opening  of  the  afternoon  session  Miss  Kinn^,  of  the  primary  depart- 
ment of  Bridgetown  School,  taught  a  lesson  in  reading  to  children  of  Grade  I. 
This  lesson  was  considered  as  a  i>ractical  and  instructive  examp.'c  to  teaciiers  of 
tnat  grade,  and  was  highly  interesting  to  all.  Discussion  being  postponed.  Prin- 
cipal Smith  proceeded  to  conduct  a  lesson  in  Literature.  The  development  of  the 
lesson  notcfl  that  the  heroine,  of  '*  The  Princess  is  not  Ida,  but  the  cuild,  Aglaia, 
which  proposition  was  su|]^rted  by  actual  study  of  the  child's  relatimi  to  the 
plot  as  sliown  throu«rh  the  (iifferent  references  to  it.  The  signiflcanoe  of  the  is- 
tercalar  songs  was  noted,  and  here  one  wa^i  sung  as  a  chorus,  and  two  others  t» 
solos,  by  members  of  t\y^  cWf».  In  the  discussion  which  followed,  Prindpal 
Soloan  considered  the  peculiar  merit  of  the  lesson  to  lie  in  the  fact  of  its  dealing 
with  the  "'  feeling  "  of  the  pcK*m.  Principal  Shields  joined  with  him  in  commend- 
ing the  musical  rendering  of  the  songs  as  having  a  vivifying  effect  upon  uie 
imaginations  of  the  students  of  the  poem. 

A  paper  on  i^ehool-room  cfthics  was  then  read  by  Miss  Primrose  Elliott.  Points 
8Ugeste<l  were:  tliat  (le>^irable  traits  of  character  should  be  cultivated  in  the  pupil* 
a'nd  those  that  are  undesirable  uprooted  under  the  supervision  of  toe  teacher: 
that  no  virtue  not  found  in  the  teacher  nee-l  be  expected  to  thrive  in  the  pupii; 
the  pupil  should  l>e  t4iii;rlvt  his  usefulness  and  necessity  in  a  great  and  beautifaT 
universe;  and  finally  teach  duty,  systematic  exactitude  and  love  of  bte.uty,  culti- 
vating the  pupil's  whole  nature  to  dcvv^lop  tendency  to  action  approaching  thii 
rc»«ult  through  notice  of  his  peculiar  aptitude.  In  the  discussion  following  upon 
this  paper,  Dr.  J.  B.  Hall  and  Mr.  Outhit  jodned,  the  latter  observing  tAat  in  in- 
eulratinjr  the  love  of  truth  th^  t»?aeher  should  beware  smothering  tne  love  of 
fiction;  that,  in  shoi<t,  there  should  be  a  distinction  between  the  fictitious  and  tlie 
false*. 

After  a  lenson  on  *'  The  Formation  of  Acids  by  Direct  Union  of  Elements,**  by 
Principal  (itaham  P.  Morse  of  Mahone  Bay,  (a  lesson,  by  the  way,  wnica  showed 
an  accurate  know\e<\vie  o\\  l\\e  ^^tV,  cvl  vv\^  teacher  of  the  fundamental  facts  of 
Chemistry)  the  meeUn«  acV^o\\Twe^> >a^  tcvcAXow, \a  xawX.  %.\. ^  v,  tku  Friday. 
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Thubsdat  Evening. 

A  large  audienoe  assembled  in  a  public  meeting  and  were  addressed  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Education;  Rev.  J.  J.  Sullivan  (Im(pector  of  the  i<rendi 
Schools  of  Clare  and  Argyle) ;  Prof.  Robertson,  and  others.  Both  Dr.  MacKay 
and  Prof.  Robertson  spoke  particularly  in  reference  to  relation  of  Consolidation 
to  Education,  the  former  confining  himself  mainly  to  the  purpose  of  the  move- 
ment in  making  weak  sections  strong,  and  extending  nature  work,  and  also  noting 
methods  by  which  the  expense  of  operation  might  be  greatly  lessened.  The  latter 
cpoke  more  broauiy  upon  the  general  principfes  which  are  included  in  education, 
Ti&,— intelUgenoe,  personal  ability,  and  umelfishneas  or  public  spirit.  He  also 
Kpoke  with  reference  to  the  esaenbials  of  a  good  school,  and  made  announcements 
with  respect  to  adKiitions  made  to  plans  of  operating  the  school. 

Fbiday  Mobning. 

After  calling  the  meeting  to  order,  the  President  called  upon  Miss  Hunt  of 
Digby  Academy,  to  read  a  paper  prepared  by  Principal  Layton  of  that  school. 
It  dealt  with  *'  Method  in  the  Teaching  of  Chemistry." 

First. — The  teaching  of  Chemistry  shoulrd  proceed  along  natural  lines,  not  be 
a  presentation  of  the  fact  and  theory  of  fthe  advanced  student  to  beginners.  Again, 
the  faots  should  be  presented  to  the  student  in  the  same  light  in  which  they  came  to 
the  original  investigators,  not  bound  up  in  the  antiquated  system  of  classification. 
The  first  part  of  the  course  should  consist  of  experiments  leading  the  student  to 
a  recognition  of  chemical  action.  Next: — Heat,  light  acid  and  alkali,  agents  in 
chemical  action,  should  receive  attention.  Quantitative  work  should  be  given, 
with  stress  laid  on  the  bye-products  of  an  experiment.  Nothing  but  the  most 
careful  work  should  precede  the  discussion  of  the  Atomic  Theory  and  the  state- 
ment of  the  law  of  multiple  proportions.  H  is  well  to  use,  as  far  as  possible 
compounds  and  re-agents  with  which  the  student  is  familiar,  and  which  may  be 
derived  by  him  from  common  substances. 

Prof.  Brittain,  late  of  the  New  Brunswick  Normal  School,  now  travelling  in- 
fltructor  in  the  same  Province,  working  in  the  interest  of  the  MacDonald  schools, 
taught  a  lesson  on  "  Respiration  in  Plants  and  Animals."  The  ease  with  which 
the  attention  of  the  cla«s  was  held,  and  the  skill  of  natural  abiiUy,  coupled  with 
years  of  faitnful  practice  in  his  chosen  profession,  resulted  in  a  lessor  wuich 
doiibticM  will  heighten  the  ideai  of  many  teachers  who  have  never  before  had  the 
privilege  of  observing  such  an  object  lesson,  so  instructive  in  method. 

Principal  Soloan  made  announcements  with  respect  to  the  Summer  Course  in 
the  School  of  Agriculture  at  Truro,  followed  by  Prof.  Robertson,  who  gave  ex- 
planation with  regard  to  advantages  offered  by  the  MacDonald  Fund  and  the  Pro- 
vincial Grovemment  to  teachers  who  should  take  three  montds'  course  of  instruction 
in  Nature  Study  at  the  MacDonald  Institute  in  Guelph,  Ont. 

Miss  Kirk  followed  with  a  Geogra|>hy  lesson  to  Grade  VI:  Subject — "Day 
and  Night."  The  lesson  proceeded  on  practical  lines,  illustrating  causes  by  the 
use  of  ci:!gram8  and  a  small  revolving  globe. 

Miss  Laura  Marchant,  in  a  paper  of  considerable  literary  merit,  outlined  her 
own  views  and  practice  in  Nature  b'tudy  in  the  common  schools. 

The  last  les»on  and  paper  provoked  the  first  general  discussion  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  Institute.  The  questions  before  the  meeting  were:  First, — 
What  is  the  best  division  to  make  in  the  school  in  the  giving  olf  nature  lessons? 
j^fi^ — What  is  the  best  time  for  the  class?  That  division  was  necessary  in  the 
miscellaneous  «cho)  was  agreed,  and  while  teachers  were  giving  the  lesson  directly 
after  the  opening  of  the  morning  or  afternoon  session,  or  after  recess,  the  common 
idea  was,  have  the  leeson  just  after  tlie  children  have  come  in  from  outdoors,  so 
that  they  may  have  their  different  specimens,  and  have  them  fresh  at  hand. 
Another  question  proposed  by  Inspector  Macintosh,  which  was  answered  by  sug- 
gestive silence,  was : — "  How  many  teachers  in  a  miscellaneous  school  can  afford 
twenty  minutes  for  a  geography  lesson?" 

After  thanking  those  who  had  consented  to  prepare  lessons  or  papers  for  this- 
meeting.  Principal  Ruggles  moved  that  Principal  G.  B.  McGill  be  Vice-President 
for  the  ensuing  year,  which  motion  was  carried. 
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On  motion  of  Principal  Kuggles,  the  following  were  appointed  as  members  of 
the  Executive  Commutee: — Principals  A.  W.  L.  Smith  and  R.  F.  Morton,  and 
Misses  Mary  FitzRandolph,  Helen  M.  Kirk  and  Pnmroee  Elliott. 

On  motion,  meeting  adjourned  to  meet  at  1.30  p.  m. 

Friday  Aftebnoon. 

Mr.  A.  DeW.  Foster  taught  an  admirable  leasoo  to  pupils  of  Grade  VII,  his 
subject  being  the  '*  Fishing  Industry  of  Nova  Scotia.'* 

Aiter  a  general  introduction  to  the  industries  of  the  Prorinoe,  he  developed  tae 
thought  that  Nova  Scotian  fish  represent  in  value  one- third  of  the  total  catch  of 
the  Dominion;  shov^ed  the  value  of  the  capital  invested  in  the  industry,  and  the 
large  percentage  paid  on  the  investment.  An  attractive  and  valuable  feature  of 
the  l€HMon  was  the  introauction  of  models  of  the  lobster  trap  and  other  articles  of 
the  fisherman's  equipment. 

llie  lesson  was  commended  by  Inspector  Macintosh  and  cuthers,  aa  one  calcula- 
ted to  le  the  basis  of  an  understanding  of  patriotism.  It  was  suggested  by  Princi- 
pal Soloan  that  all  the  figures  necessary  for  similar  lessons  on  tiie  other  industries 
might  be  found  in  the  statistical  year  book  of  Oinada,  furnished  on  application 
to  the  Librarian  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Ottawa. 

On  motion,  the  matter  of  appointment  of  delegates  to  Provincial  Association 
was  left  in  hands  of  the  Inspector. 

Principal  Ruggles  extended  an  invitation  to  the  Institute  to  meet  in  next 
session  aft  Bear  River,  which,  on  motion,  was  left,  with  the  question  of  time,  in 
the  care  of  the  Executive. 

Moved  and  carried  that  bills  {^resented  be  paid. 

Moved  and  carried  that  the  thanks  of  the  Institute  be  tendered  to  all  citiiess 
of  Middleton  and  teachers,  and  oithers,  who,  by  their  efforts,  had  contributed  to  the 
pleasure  and  profit  of  the  session. 

On  motion,  Institute  adjourned  sine  die, 

W.  H.  LoifOLKT,  Secretary. 


(/). — Acadian  Institute  (Digby  and  Yarmouth). 

Held  at  Yarmouth,  Sth  and  9th  June,  1905. 

(Attendance,  46). 
L' I xstitut    Acadien    {Cinquieme^   Rhtnion), 

La  sixiciiK*  ivuniou  annuolle  do  Tlnstttut  Aeaxlien  des  district  de 
Clare  et  Arf^yle  a  eu  lieu  a  Vannouth,  le3  8  et  9  juin  1905,  soii3  la 
presidence  do  M.  Tlnspecteur,  le  Rev.  J.  J.  Sullivan. 

1/  asiritancc  fut  fort  graude,  jdus  de  75  p.  c.  des  inembres  etant 
presents.  Parmi  d'autres  qui  ont  assiste  aux  stances  sont  le  E^. 
Pere  irarniltoin,  cure  de  Yannouth,  les  MM.  Kempton  et  Blackadar 
de  rAcadeniie  de  Yarmouth  et  les  eleves  de  cette  meme  Academic  qui 
etudient  la  laupie  fran(,*aise. 

rFeiidi  luatiu  a  Toverture  do  la  premiere  seance,  M.  le  President 
fit  un  discours  eloquent,  et  ^licita  les  membres  de  V  Institut  pour 
J^interet  qu'ils  portaient  onvers  Teducation  en  se  rendaut  en  aussi 
grand  nombrc  a  ceUe  cow\eTv\\oTv, 
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Ensuite  le  secretaire  lut  le  compte-reiulu  de  la  derniere  bunion 
de  I'Institut,  qui  fut  approuve  a  runaniraite. 

Le  premier  papier,  par  Mile.  Therese  D'Eon,  de  Upper  West 
Pubnico,  siir  "Le  style  de  calligraphie  en  usage  dans  nos  ecoles"  fut 
chaleureusement  reyu,  lui^  attira  des  cloges  et  engendra  une  vive 
discussion.  Des  discours  sur  Pimportanoe  et  la  necessite  de  se  former 
une  bonne  main  furent  prononces  par  le  Rev.  A.  F.  Amirault, 
Principal  de  TAcademie  de  Clare,  M.  Geo.  D.  Blackadar,  M.  Andr6 
G.  Pothier,  Principal  do  Meteghan  River,  et  autres.  Le  Principal 
Kempton  dit  que  personellment  il  n'aime  pas  Tecriture  verticale; 
que  beaucoup  d'ecriture  est  ainsi  appelee,  mais  bien  pen  qui  Test, 
car  presque  invariablement  elle  incline  en  arriere.  M.  Blackadar, 
parmi  d'autres  remarques  tres  appropriees,  montra  combien  peu 
r&riture  verticale  est  en  usatje  dans  le  nionde.  Le  Rev.  A.  F.  Amir- 
ault  se  laissa  aller  en  eloges  pour  M.  Blackadar  sur  la  maniero  facile 
dont  il  manie  la  langue  fran^aise  et  sur  le  vocabulaire  qu'il  tient  a 
sa  disposition.  Le  resultat  de  la  discussion  fut  que  les  meiubres  de 
rinstitut  Acadien,  reunis  en  Convention,  recominandereait  d'adopter 
exclusiveraent  dans  nos  ecoles  le  systemo  de  calligraphie  "  Royal 
Crown,"  connu  aussi  sous  le  mon  de  "  Civil  Service." 

t 

Ici  des  copies  nombreuses  d'ecriture  et  de  dessin  par  les  eleves 

des  differentes  sections  furent  exposees,  examines  avec  delice,  et 

per  se   6taint   des    preuves   incontostables    du   talent   des   enfants 

acadiens  et  de  I'attention  fidelel  que  portent  a  leur  egard  les  ijisti- 

tuteurs  et  les  institutrioes. 

L'exposition  des  desins  amena  tout  naturellement  une  discussion 
a  se  sujet,  qui  se  conduisit  avec  beaucoup  d'entrain  jusqu'au  midi  et 
a  laquelle  prirent  part:  Rev.  A.  F.  Amirault,  Mme.  Evang61itoe 
Boudreau,  Mile.  Angele  Richard,  Mlla  Emma  L.  McCarthy, 
Principal  de  Lower  East  Pubnico,  Mile  Catherine  Belliveau,  Prin- 
cipal de  Upper  East  Pubnico,  M.  Andre  G.  Pothier  et  M.  Edouard 
M.  Le  Blanc,  Principal  de  Upper  Tusket  Wedge. 

Jendi  apres-midi  on  continua  pendant  un  peu  de  temps  la  dip- 
cussion  sur  le  dessin.  Apres  quoi,  M,  Aindre  G.  Pothier  fit  lecture 
d'un  traits  sur  la  *'  P^dagogie."  Ce  traite  etait  tres  intcressant, 
rem[)le  de  philosophic  et  captiva  Tattention  entiere  de  I'assemble  pour 
pres  de  trois  quarts  d'heure.  M.  Pothier  dit  que  malgrc  tout  le  bad- 
inage qu'on  pent  faire  concernant  les  differentes  methods  d'enseigner, 
il  n'en  existe  recUcmeut  que  deux:  la  methode  inductive  et  k  meihode 
deductive.  11  expose  ensuite  les  principes  de  ccs  deux  methodes, 
leurs  avantages  et  desavantages,  et  moiitrc  elairement  que  renseigne- 
ment  inductif  est  le  plus  conforme  a  la  nature  et  qu'il  developi)e  mieux 
les  facult^s. 
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Ce  traite  fut  discute  par  le  Kev.  A,  F.  Aniirault  et  M.  Geo.  D. 
Blackadar,  qui  tons  deux  advoquerent  fortement  en  faveur  du  sys- 
teme  inductif  d'endcignement.  M.  Blackadar  ajouta  qu'il  est  beau- 
coup  a  regretter  que  dans  les  classes  academiques  on  est  dans  rimpos- 
sibilite  de  se  sen'ir  uniquement  de  Tinduetion,  vu  que  Ic  travail 
predcrit  pour  ees  classes  par  le  Conceil  d'lnstruction  Publique  est  si 
considerable,  mais  que,  afin  d'ariver  a  de  bons  resultats,  on  doit  se 
•ervir,  d'un  melange  des  deux  systemes. 

Ue  courtes  lemons,  pour  illustrer  la  maniere  de  proceder  dans 
I'enseignement  inductif,  f urent  donnes  par  le  Rev.  A.  F.  Amirault  en 
grammaire  ct  par  M.  Andre  G.  Pothier,  en  arithmetique, 

M.  Stilman  D'Eon,  Principal  de  Belliveaux  Cove,  ensuite  fit 
lecture  d'un  excellent  papier  intitule :  "  Le  travail  joumalier  de  Fin- 
stituteur."  L'un  dos  devoirs  les  plus  importants  de  rinstituteur, 
dit-il,  est  d^nculquer  dans  I'esprit  de  I'enfant  des  connaissances  qui 
lui  seront  utiles  dans  sa  carfiere  future.  II  importe  done  souve- 
rainenient  que  d'abord  il  poss^de  lui  meme  la  science  necessaire  et 
qu'emsuite  il  sache  en  faire  part^ge  d'une  maniere  permanente  a  celui 
qu'il  est  charge  d'instruire.  II  lui  faut  done  etudier  la  psychologie 
de  I'enfant,  connaitre  la  science  de  Teducation  et  d'en  mettre  les  prin- 
cipes  a  execution.  Si  le  sujet  traite  est  au  dela  des  forces  intellectii- 
elles  et  des  wmnaissances  .deja  acquises  do  Ten  faint,  il  nV  a  pa? 
d'instruction,  il  n'y  a  que  perte  de  temps,  d'energie  et  d'argent,  et  un 
frein  au  desir  de  s'instruire  de  la  part  de  Tenfaoit.  il.  D'Eon  ter- 
mini en  parlant  de  I'importance  de  la  culture  de  la  memoire  assimil- 
ativ(»,  de  laquollo  on  no  s'occupe  peut-otre  pas  sufKsamnient. 

Ce  travail  fut  discute  par  Mile.  Rose  Anne  Thibodeau,  Mllr. 
Emma  McCarthy,  M.  Edouard  M.  Le  Blanc,  M.  Andre  G.  Pothier, 
et  autres. 

M.  Blackadar  parla  aux  membres  de  Tlnstitut  concemant  la 
"Summer  Sch(K)l  of  Sc^ionce  "  pour  etre  t«  nue  a  Yai  mouth  cet  et*^ 
et  ensuite  a  5h.  l^mu     M.  lo  President  leva  la  seance. 

Vendredi  matin,  le  secretaire  hit  imc  lettre  du  Principal  Dr. 
Soloan,  de  I'tlcolo  Normale,  rcQue  la  vcille  et  exprimant  son  inabilite 
de  pouvoir  assistor  a  la  convention.  Mais  le  Professeur  J.  A.  Benoit 
se  trouvait  present  pour  le  rcprescnter.  Aprfes  etre  presents  &  Tlnsti- 
tut  par  M.  le  President,  M.  Benoit  se  leva  au  milieu  d'applaudisse^, 
ment,  oxprima  en  quelqmv*  mots  le  plaisir  qu'il  eprouvait  de  se  trouver 
au  miHoii  des  instituteurs  franQais  reunis  en  cette  occasion,  et  parla 
du  cours  biliiigue  qu'il  de\'ait  conduire  dans  leur  int^ret,  a  I'Ecole 
Nonnale  do  Truro,  pendant  les  vacances  prochaines. 

M.  Emile  Fontaine,  de  Montreal,  natif  de  France  et  autrefois 
professeur  de  Fran<^ais  a  rAcademie  do  Yarmouth,  adressa  alors  la 
parole.     II  anuonqa   (\\\\\  o\a\\.  \\\w  <\^^  ^^T^wu^rs   a    introduire  U 
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systeme  Berlitz  en  Ameriqiie;  que  ce  systeme  d'enseigner  une  langiie 
etrangere  aux  enfants  est  le  meilleur  qu'il  eonnaisse;  qu'il  a  ete  per- 
fectionne  considerablement  pendant  ces  demieres  annees,  mais  que 
ineme  a  present  on  ne  doit  pas  le  considerer  comme  un  systeme  par- 
fait,  et  que,  puisque  Tenseignement  est  une  profession  empirique,  il 
y  a  lieu  partout  pour  I'instituteur  d'exercer  son  bon  jugement. 

Le  premier  papier  lu  a  eette  seanoe  fut  celui  du  Rev.  A.  F.  Amir- 
ault  sur  "  Le  Frangais  a  I'ecole  et  a  la  maison."  Excellent  travail  et 
bien  pratique  dans  ses  suggestions.  Le  Fran^ais,  tel  qu'il  est  parle 
a  la  maison,  en  biein  des  cas  est  incorrect  en  prononciation  et  fait  re- 
marquer  une  intercalation  frequente  de  mots  anglais.  Le  Pere 
Amirault  suggere  la  lecture  attentive  et  serieuse  de  la  meilleure 
litterature  frangaise  et  I'usage  constant,  toujours  et  partout,  du  Fran- 
gaise  tel  qu'on  Feoiseigne  a  I'ecole,  comme  moyon  par  lequel,  apres, 
quelques  generations,  le  langage  des  Acadiens  de  cette  province  sera 
du  Frangais  vraiment  pur  et  idiomatique. 

La  discussion  fut  faite  par  le  Prof.  Benoit,  M.  Stilman  D'Eon  et 
M.  Andre  G.  Pothier.  Celui-ci  tint  Tassemble  en  eclats  de  rire  en 
parlant  de  la  fagon  dont  les  meres  parlent  a  leurs  petits  eoifants  et 
ensuite  en  passant  en  revue  les  differents  prononciations  de  certains 
mots  dans  differents  cantons. 

Mile.  Marthe  A.  Pothier,  Principal  de  Lower  Tusket  Wedgei^  fit 
lecture  d'lm  papier  sur  "  L'instituteur  comme  promoteur  de  la  saute 
des  enfants."  Ce  papier  etait  bien  digne  de  louanges.  Mile.  Pothier 
parla  hautement  en  faveur  des  exercices  gymnastiques  et  respiratoires 
et  aussi  dee  ravages  irremediablee  que  i)euvent  causer  h  la  sante  la 
poussiere  et  I'habitude  vile  d'expectorer  sure  les  planchers. 

Apres  la  discussion  qui  s'ensuivit  et  a  laquelle  prirent  part  le 
Principal  Kempton,  le  Rev.  J.  J.  Sullivan,  M.  J.  A.  Benoit,  et  autres, 
on  proceda  a  I'election  des  officiers. 

Furent  elus: — 

Pfcsident Rev.  J.  J.  Sullivan,  {ex-offido). 

Vice-president Rev.  A.  F.  Amirault. 

Secretairc-tresorier   .  .M.   ANDRi   G.    Pothier. 

(  Mlle.  Catherine  Bklliveau. 

Comiie  <  ^^^^^-  Adeline  C.  Pothier. 

j  Mlle.  Alma  Thibault. 
V  M.  Stillman  D'Eon. 

• 

Le  Rev.  Pere  Hamilton  et  le  Principal  Kempton  adresserent  la 
parole  aux  instituteurs,  ot  apres  quelques  remarques  de  felicitation 
par  M.  le  President,  oo.  chante  le  Chant  National  et  ra89emble6  fut 
ajournee  pour  se  rencontrer  Tannee  prochaine  dans  le  comtS  de 
Digby,  a  Weymouth  Bridge. 

ANDRife  G.   Pothier. 
Secretaire  de  VInsiitut  Acadtcu. 
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III.— PROVIXCIAL  EDUCATIONAL  ASSOCIATION. 


Held  at   Truro,  22nd  to  2Jfth  August,   1905. 

(  Sixteenth    Convention) . 

Officers   for   1905. 

President : 
A.  H.  MacKay,  LL,D.,  F.R.S.C.,  Superintendent    of    Education, 

Vice-President : 

D.  SoLOAN,  B.  A.,  Principal,  Normal  School,  Truro. 

Secretary-Treasurer : 
A.    McKay^   Supervisor,  JIalifax   Schools. 

Executive  Committee': 

Ex'officio — The  President  and  Vice-President. 

W.  T.  Kennedy,  Principal,  Halifax  Academy. 

B.  McKiTTRiCK,  B.  A.,  Principal,  Lunenburg  Academy. 

W.  F.  Kempton,  Principal,  Yarmouth  Academy. 

R.  F.  Morton,  B.  A.,  Principal,  Digby  Academy. 

Ernest  Robinson,  Principal,  Kings  Co.  Academy. 

A.  G.  Macdonald,  M.  A.,  Inspector  of  Schools,  Antigoni^. 

F.  I.  Stewart,  B.  A.,  Vice-Principal,  Sydney  Academy. 

E.  B.  Smith,  M.  A.,  Principal,  Inverness  Co  Academy. 
RoBT.  Maclellan,  Principal,  Pictou  Academy. 

I.  C.  Craig,  M.  A.,  Inspector  of  Schooh,  Amherst. 


Financial   Statement  for  1905. 

Receipts. 

Balance  oji  hand $286  06 

Government  grant 200  00 

Fees,  membership 202  00 

Cuts 22  50 

Advertisements    143  00 

$853  56 
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Expenditure, 

G.  TJ.  Hay,  printing $     1  50 

Educational  Review — Adv 16  25 

John  Brittain — Travelling  expenses 14  62 

J.  H.  Trefry,  Assistant  Secretary 10  00 

Ed.  Cummings,  Assistant  Secretary 10  00 

Janitor    5  00 

McAlpine  Pub.  Oo. — Report,  1904 160  00 

Presbyterian   Witness — Adv 2  80 

McAlpine  Pub.  Co. — Report,  1904 200  00 

Edw.   A.   Pace — Travelliing   expenses    10  00 

McAlpine  Pub.    Co. — Programmes    16  00 

F.  J.    Lindsay — Stenographer    50  00 

Messenger  and  Visitor — Adv 1  00 

Blackadar  Bros. — Adv 6  00 

Chronicle  Pub.  Co.— Adv 5  70 

Herald — ^Adv 8  55 

Express  ajid  Postage,  Reports,  1904 24  80 

T.  C.  Allen  Co.— Sundries 5  35 

W.  Macnab— Report,  1905   188  43 

W.  Macnab — Sundries 4  00 

Postage  on  Circulars    11  38 

Express — Reports 2  00 

Freight — ^Reports   59 

Postage  on  Circulars   23  76 

Secretary   50  00 

$827  83 

Balance  on  hand $25  73 

Correct. 

(Sgd.)       D.    A.    MUHRAY, 

L.  S.  Morse. 


ABSTRACT  OF  MINUTES  OF  THE  16th  CONVENTION. 

Normal   School,   Truro,   August,   22nd-24:th,    1905. 

First  Session,  Tuesday  22nd,  10  a.  m. 

The  enrolment  of  members  began  at  9  a.  m.  At  10  a.  m.  the 
President  called  the  meeting  to  order,  and  delivered  an  address  on 
'*  The  Course  of  Study — How  it  is  to  be  Understood  and  Utilized." 

Discussion  on  this  paper  was  deferred  for  a  full  attendance  of 
members. 
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On  motion  of  Inspector  Craig  the  appointment  of  a  Committ^ 
on  Kes^ilutions  was  deferred  until  the  afternoon  aedsion. 

On  motion  of  Inspector  Macintosh  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Scho<jl  Sup[x>rt  was  deferred  to  Wedneeday.  On  motion  of  the 
Secretary  it  was  decided  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions should  lie  considered  after  the  reading  of  Mr.  Morton's  paper  on 
Teachers'  Peiisions. 

Professor  C.  C.  Jones,  Ph.D.,  of  Acadia  College,  read  a  paper  on 
"  The  Teaching  of  Mathematics." 

Principal  E.  B.  Smith,  B.  A.,  of  Port  Hood,  read  a  paper  enti- 
tled, "  High  School  Continuation." 

Discusaion : — Principal  O'Heam,  Dr.  Soloan,  The  President,  Pr. 
D.  A.  Murray,  Principal  E.  B.  Smith,  and  Principal  McKittrick. 

Second  Session,  Tuesday    22nd,   2  p.  »w. 
The  President  in  the  chair. 

The  Committee  on  Resolutions  was  appointed,  consisting  of  the 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  eleven  members  elected  by 
the  Association,  viz., — Inspector  Morse,  Prof.  Jones,  Prof.  D.  A. 
Murray,  Principal  Lay,  J.  B.  Calkin,  M.  A.,  Chairman  of  the  Truro 
School  IJoard,  Mr.  Nelson,  Chairman  of  the  North  Colchester  School 
Board,  Inspector  Macintosh,  Miss  N.  A.  Burgoyne,  Miss  M.  L. 
H(K!kin,  Miss  I.  M.  Bowdon.,  and  Mr.  F.  G.  Matthews. 

Mrs.  May  B.  Sexton,  S.  B.,  of  Halifax,  read  a  paper  on  "  The 
Usefulness  of  Scientific  Training." 

Discussion: — Dr.  Soloan,  Miss  Burgoyne,  Prof.  D.  A.  Murray, 
Commissioner  Calkin,  and  the  Presidents 

Ira  A.  MacKay,  Ph.D.,  LL.B.,  of  Halifax,  delivered  an  addre^ 
on  "  Cori>oral  Punishment,  its  Moral  and  Legal  Aspects." 

Disctisshm: — The  Chairman  and  Principal  Kennedy. 

The  mooting  then  adjourned  to  visit  the  Agricultural  Coll^% 
under  the  guidance  of  Prof.  Cumming  and  his  staff. 

Third  Session,  Tuesday    22nd,  8  p.  m. 

Public  mooting  iin  the  Assembly  Hall  of  the  Academy.  The  Presi- 
dent in  the  chair.  Addn^ses  were  delivered  by  Judge  Cheslev,  Hon. 
Mr.  Justice  KussoU,  and  Hon.  lifr.  Justice  Longley. 
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Fourth  Session,   Wednesday   23rd,  9   a.  m. 
The  President  in  the  chair. 

Rev.  J.  J.  Sullivan,  Special  Visitor  Acadian  Schools,  read  a  paper 
on  "  How  to  Teach  Children  to  Think." 

The  Vice-President  took  the  chair. 

Miss  M.  Lavinia  Ilockin,  B.  A.,  of  Amherst  Academy,  read  a 
paper  on  "  The  Public  School  as  an  agency  for  the  Development  of 
Character." 

Vice-Principal  Morton,  of  Halifax  Academv,  read  a  paper  on 
"Teachers'  Pensions." 

Principal  Crombie  of  Bridgewater,  read  a  paper  on  "  Teachers' 
Salaries." 

Discussion: — The  Superintendent  and  Commissioner  Calkin. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Support  was  read  by  Inspector 
Macintosh,  as  follows : — 

The  report  of  your  Committee  at  the  Provincial  Educational 
Association  last  year,  a  summary  of 'which  appeared  in  the  October 
Joumai  of  Education,  dealt  exclusively  with  the  cost  of  schools  to 
the  ratepayer  and  the  salaries  paid  to  teachers.  The  average  cost  to 
the  ratepayer  was  found  to  be  surprisingly  small,  and  the  average 
salaries,  especially  in  the  rural  schools,  extremely  low. 

Your  Committee  was  asked  to  supplement  that  re|)ort  at  the  pre- 
sent meeting  of  the  Association  by  offering  suggestions  as  to  the  l)est 
way  of  remedying  this  condition  of  affairs,  and  have  ondeivored  to 
make  their  report  very  brief,  in  order  that  ample  time  may  be  had 
for  its  discussion. 

We  do  not  think  any  new  le^slation  desirable,  and  believe  that 
the  present  School  Act  provides  all  the  machinery  necessary — the  late 
amendments  and  extensions  of  the  Act  providing  for  the  consolidation 
and  classification  of  sections  assisting  very  materially  in  this  respect. 
We  are  convinced  that  a  well  directed  and  determined  educative  cam- 
paign, having  for  its  object  tlie  bringing  before  both  ratepayer  and 
teacher  more  clearly  and  forcibly  their  respective  duties  and  obliga- 
tions, will  have  a  most  beneficial  effect. 

It  is  scarcely  necessarv  to  here  mention  that  ratepavers  generally 
take  too  little  interest  in  the  Irind  of  school  they  have,  and  hence  are 
careless  as  to  the  quality  of  the  teacher  employed.    W^  wt^  <A  <^^\\vvs^ 
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that  this  is  lai^ely  due  to  not  having  the  many  advantages  of  good 
schools  and  the  vahie  of  good  teachers  brought  more  clearly  before 
them.  Were  the  ratepayers  convinced  of  these  advantages  and  fur- 
ther shoHTi  that  a  nuxlerate  increase  in  their  school  rates  would  give 
them  a  superior  instead  of  an  inferior  school,  we  believe  that  in  the 
majority  of  cases  they  would  gladly  accept  the  better  conditions. 
From  the  interest  aroused  by  tlie  publication  of  our  report  last  year, 
we  believe  that  an  educative  cmnpaign,  taken  part  in  by  the  whole 
educatic»nal  fabric,  tlu*.  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  Superintendent 
of  Education,  Normal  School,  insj)ector8  and  teachers  Avouia  have  a 
powerful  effect  in  op^^ning  the  eyes  of  the  ratepayers  to  the  fact  that 
go<xl  schools  and  good  teachers  and  fair  salaries  are  easily  within 
their  reach  and  of  n-ecessity  go  together. 

A  word  of  warning  to  those  who  declaim  against  the  low  rate  of 
salary  may  not  be  amiss.  We  have,  in  too  many  cases,  poorly  quali- 
fied teachers  to  oifer  the  ratepayer,  and  a  poor  article  of  any  sort 
never  should  command  a  good  price.  Last  year  (1904)  1,387 
teachers,  or  nearly  60  i)er  cent^  of  the  teaching  staff  of  the  Province, 
had  no  training.  Many  of  the^^e  are  good  teachers,  but  probably 
nearly  one^half  of  this  numl>er  was  made  up  of  what  is  commonly 
known  as  the  School  Girl  Teacher,  i.  e.,  the  girl  of  17  or  18  who» 
goes  keeping  school  without  knowing  anything  about  the  science  oi 
teaching,  or  the  duties  of  a  teacher.  We  should  not  expect  a  liberal 
salary  for  such.  We  must  remember  that  there  are  two  sides  to  the 
salary  question — many  teachers  deserve  far  more  than  they  get,  and 
not  a  few  get  more  Hian  they  deser\'e.  We  believe  the  time  has  come 
to  make  Xormal  Training  compulsorj'  for  a  permanent  license. 

Your  C'ommittc(^  wish  to  emphasize  one  most  discouraging  fea- 
ture in  connection  with  any  and  every  attempt  at  improvement  of 
salaries,  and  that  is  the  difficulty  of  getting  the  teachers  to  assist,  or 
rather,  to  prevent  them  from  hindering  the  movements  Inspectors 
and  others  who  have  been  using  every-  effort  to  bring  salaries  up  to 
the  minimTmi  of  $100,  $140,  $180,  as  suggested  some  two  years  ago, 
are  almost  daily  met  with  a  determinatiom  on  the  part  of  some  teachers 
to  take  less.  Unless  the  teachers  act  together  and  positively  refuse  to 
accept  any  salary  Mow  the  mininuun  for  his  or  her  class,  any  action 
tjiken  on  behalf  of  this  Asscxiiation  will  be  seriously  handicapped 
Teachers  mus<t  remember  that  they  have,  to  a  very  great  extent,  the 
salary  question  in  their  own  hands. 

Your  Committee  woTild  also  most  respectfully  submit  that  in  their 
opinion  the  revenue  of  the  Province  has  now  reached  such  a  mark 
that  in  the  interests  of  education,  and  in  justice  to  the  teachers,  the 
old  grants  of  $00,  $90,  $120  for  1),  C  and  B  res}K?ctively,  should  be 
restored,  and  that  there  should  be  a  difference  in  the  amounts  of 
grants  paid  to  tlio>  uotuyivI  trained  and  the  untrained  teacher  for  the 
first  vears  at  least. 
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We  believe  the  time  opportune  for  an  honest  effort  to  raise  the 
salary  of  the  deserving  teacher.  The  comparative  scarcity  of  teach- 
ers for  the  last  two  years  has  bettered  salaries  very  perceptibly.  This 
year,  the  supply  in  many  parts  of  the  Province  is  away  below  the  de- 
mand, and  the  readiness  with  which  trustees  offer  increased  salaries 
for  competent  teachers,  shows  both  the  ability  and  willingness  to  pay 
more  than  they  have  been  paying. 

We  therefore  suggest — 

I. — Educate  the  ratepayer  to  a  higher  appreciation  of  a  good 
school  and  a  willingness  to  pay  a  fair  salary  for  a  good  teacher. 

II. — Educate  the  teacher  to  the  mecessity  of  thoroughly  qualify- 
ing for  the  teaching  profession,  and  of  thinking  and  acting  together 
in  the  interests  of  the  profession. 

III. — Agitate,  agitate,  agitate. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  H.  Macintosh. 
A.    G.    Macdoxald. 
J.  B.  Calkin^ 
E.  J.  Lay. 

D.   A.   MURKAY. 

Discusaioji : — Rev.  II.  D.  deBlois,  Rt  v.  J.  J.  Sullivan,  Principal 
O'Heam,  Inspector  Macintosh,  Inspector  McKinnon,  Principal 
Campbell,  Dr.  Soloan,  Inspector  Armstrong. 

Fifth  f^ession,  Wcdnesdat/,  2'h'd,  2  p,  in. 
The  President  in  the  chair. 

Miss  Estelle  A.  (\x)k,  B.  A.,  Normal  Seh(M>l,  read  a  pajwr  on 
"  Music  as  a  Part  of  School  Lifo." 

Rev.  Fattier  O'Sullivan,  Halifax,  read  a  pai)er  ^-n  "  Why  and 
How  Singing  shouhl  l)e  t^iught  in  the  S(?hools."  This  \n\\yQr  was 
illustrated  by  the  singing  of  musical  exercises  and  selections  from  the 
Tonic  Sol-Fa  Notation  by  a  choir  of  boys  from  St.  Mary's  Boys' 
School,  Halifax. 

Miss  Annie  B.  Juniper,  of  ^Nliddleton  Consolidated  School,  read  a 
paper  on  ''The  Importance  of  Household  Science  as  a  School  Subject.^ 

Principal  Soloan  took  the  chair. 

Revd.  IL  D.  deBlois,  M.A.,  of  Annapolis  Royal,  read  a  paper  on 
"  Old  and  New  Methods  of  Education." 
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The  President  took  the  chair. 

Mr.  Morton  moved  the  following  resolutions: — 

Resqlved  (1) — That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Association  provision 
should  be  made  for  the  superaainuation  of  teachers. 

(2) — That  a  Committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  formulate  & 
satisfactory  pension  scheme. 

(3) — That  the  present  Convention  pass  judgment  on  the  scheme 
thus  presented. 

(4) — That  a  Committee  of  seveoi  be  appointed  to  present  the 
scheme  approved  by  this  Association  to  the  next  meerting  of  the  L^is- 
lature. 

After  discussion  by  Principal  O'Hearn,  Commissioner  Bamstead 
and  tlie  President,  the  resolutions  were  adopted,  and  a  Committee 
was  appointed  as  follows : — Judge  Chesley,  Commissioner  Bamstead, 
Principal  Lay,  Prilncipal  Smith,  Principal  James  McLeod,  Principal 
Campbell,  and  Vice-Principal  Morton. 

On  motion  of  Principal  CKHeam,  the  Committee  was  asked  to 
report  its  scheme  of  pensions  on  Thursday  afternoon. 

Sixth  Se^on,   Wednesday  2Srd,  8  p.  m. 

The  Sixth  Session  was  held  in  the  Assembly  Hall  of  the  Academy, 
the  President  in  the  chair. 

Judge  Chesley  of  Lunenburg,  read  a  paper  on  "  Civics,  and  tie 
Peace  and  Arbitration  Movements" 

Dr.  Eliza  Ritchie  of  Halifax,  read  a  paper  on  **  Art  in  the  School 
Room.''  The  paper  was  illustrated  by  a  fine  series  of  stereoptican 
views. 

The  President  invitexl  the  members  of  the  Association  and  a  large 
number  of  leading  citizens  of  Truro  to  spend  the  remainder  of  tho 
evening  at  a  (V>nversazione  in  the  same  halL 

Secenth  Sessio7i,  Thursday^  2Jfth,  9  a.  /i». 
The  President  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Loran  A.  DoWolfe,  B.Sc.,  of  Truro  Academy,  read  a  paper 

on  the  **  Advantages  of  Nature  Study." 

A  paper  on  **  School  Gardens,"  by  Miss  Winifred  Moses,  was  sub- 
mitted and  read\>\  t\\\c. 
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Principal  Ciimming,  of  the  Agricultural  College,  addressed  the 
members  of  the  Association  on  "  Agriculture  in  the  Schools  as  Rela- 
ted by  Nature  Study." 

Major  B.  R.  Ward,  R.  E.,  of  Halifax,  read  a  paper  on  "  The 
Parents'  National  Educational  Union, — ^Home  and  School  Training 
Harmonized." 

Discussion : — Principal  Smith,  Principal  O'Hearn,  the  Hon.  Mr, 
Justice  Longley,  Rev.  Dr.  Murray. 

Principal  Sawyer,  of  the  Horton  Collegiate  Institute,  read  a  paper 
on  "  The  Relation  of  our  High  Schools  to  our  Colleges." 

Discussion : — The  Superintendent  of  Education,  Dr.  D.  A.  Mur- 
ray, Commissioner  Calkin,  Principal  Smith,  Principal  Campbell, 
Principal  O'Heam,  Principal  Sawyer,  Prof.  Jones. 

A  paper  by  Miss  O.  A.  Smith,  of  the  Normal  School,  on  "  Tlve 
Cultivation  of  the  Sense  of  Beauty,"  was  read  by  title. 

Eighth   Session,  Thursday    2Jfth,  2  p,  m. 

The  President  in  the  chair. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  was  presented  by  Com- 
missioner Barnstead. 

It  was  discussed  cJause  by  clause,  and  adopted  as  a  vaolc. 

On  motion  of  Prof.  D.  A.  Murray,  it  was — 

Resolved,  that  a  Committee  of  seven  members  be  appointed  to 
present  the  Pension  Scheme,  endorsed  by  the  Association,  to  the 
Council  of  Public  Instruction,  with  a  view  of  legislation  at  the  earli- 
est possible  date. 

Further  Resolved^  that  the  President  of  the  Association  do  nomin- 
ate now  a  Committee  of  three  to  select  that  Committee  and  report  to 
the  Convention. 

The  President  appointed  Prof.  D.  A.  Murray,  A.  McKay,  and 
Inspector  Macintosh,  a  nominating  committee. 

This  Committee  nominated  to  the  Pension  Committee: — Vice- 
Principal  Morton,  Inspector  Macdonald,  Inspector  Macintosh,  Com- 
missioner Bamstead,  Principal  Soloan,  Miss  Burgoyne,  and  Princi- 
pal Kempton,  with  power  to  add  to  their  number.  The  recommenda- 
tion was  adopted. 

Dr.  DeWitt,  of  Wolfville,  read  a  paper  on  "  How  Schools  can  be 
Utilized  in  promoting  Public  Health." 
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Mr.  J.  E.  ilcVicar,  of  Amherst,  read  a  paper  entitled,  ^'Thougbts 
on  Modern  Educational  Conditions  in  Xova  Scotia/' 

Prof.  13.  A.  ^lurray  presented  the  rei>ort  of  the  Committee  on 
Resolutions,  as  follows: — 

1.  Resolved,  that  we  eaxlorse  the  following  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  National  Educational  Association  of  the  United  States,  at  its 
meeting  in  July,  1905,  modified  to  suit  the  conditions  in  Xova  Scotia: 

(a)  The  National  Educational  Association  notes  with  appr«>val 
that  the  qualifications  demanded  of  teachers  in  the  public  schools,  and 
especially  in  city  public  schools,  are  increasing  annually,  an<l  particu- 
larly that  in  many  localities  8i>ecial  preparation  is  demanded  of  teach- 
ers. The  idea  that  anv  one  with  a  fair  education  can  teach  school  is 
gradually  giving  away  to  the  correct  notion  that  teachers  must  make 
special  preparation  for  the  V(X?ation  of  teaching.  The  higlier  stand- 
ard demanded  of  teachers  must  lead  logically  to  higher  salaries  for 
teachers,  and  constant  efforts  should  be  made  by  all  persons  interested 
in  education  to  secure  for  teachers  adequate  compensation  for  thteir 
work. 

[b)  The  <establishmont  of  consolidated  or  enlarged  section;*  is 
one  of  the  most  gratifying  evidences  of  the  progress  of  education.  We 
Iwliove  that  this  movement  should  be  encourageil  until  tli^e  children 
of  rural  coiuniuniities  enjoy  the  benefits  of  public  education  to  an  ex- 
tent apj)roximating  as  nearly  as  practicable  the  education  furnished 
in  urbfln  communities. 

{(')  It  is  the  duty  of  the  state  to  T>rovide  for  the  education  of 
every  child  within  its  borders,  and  to  see  that  all  children  obtain  the 
rudiments  of  an  education.  The  cimstttutional  provision  that  all 
persons  must  contribute  to  the  support  of  the  public  schools  logicallv 
carries  with  it  the  iiii])lie(l  provision  that  no  persons  should  Ix*  |)er- 
mitt(*(l  U>  defeat  tlu^  purposes  of  the  ])ublic  school  law  by  forcing  th'Ar 
children  at  an  early  age  to  bcvome  bread-winners,  or  by  refusing  to 
make  adcipiate  ])rovision  for  the  maintenance  of  effective  schools. 

{(I)  The  Ass(K'iati(»n  r(»gn»ts  the  revival  in  some  quarters  of  the 
idea  tliat  the  eoiinn<wn  seh<M)l  is  a  place  for  teaching  nothing  but  read- 
ing, sj)olli]ig,  writing  an<l  ei])hering,  and  takes  this  occasion  to  declare 
that  the  ultimate  objei^t  of  ]>opular  education  is  to  teach  the  children 
how  to  live  righteously,  healthily  and  happily,  and  to  accomplish  this 
object  it  is  essenitial  that  every  school  should  inculcate  the  love  of 
truth,  justice,  purity,  and  beauty,  through  the  study  of  biognipliv, 
history,  ethics,  natural  history,  music,  drawing,  and  manual  arts.' 

(r)     The  Xtttional  Kducati<mal  Association  wishesi  to  record  its 
approval  of  t\ie  lucre^^mv:,  ^YYW.d\\\V^\v  ^\v\ca\^  educators  of  the  fact 
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that  the  building  of  character  is  the  real  aim  of  the  schools,  and  the 
ultimate  reason  for  the  expenditure  of  thousands  for  their  mainten- 
ance. There  is  in  tlie  minds  of  the  children  and  youth  of  to-day  a 
tendency  toward  a  disregard  for  constituted  authority;  a  lack  of 
respect  for  age  and  superior  wisdom ;  a  weak  appreciation  of  the  de- 
mands of  duty;  a  disposition  to  follow  pleasure  and  interest  rather 
than  obligation  and  order.  This  condition  demands  the  earnest 
thought  and  aotion  of  our  leaders  of  opinion,  and  places  important 
obligations  upon  school  authorities. 

(fy     We  canmiot  too  often  repeat  that  close  intelligent  judicious 
8ui)er\'ision  is  necessary  for  all  grades  of  schools. 

2.  Resolved,  that  this  Associatioti  reaffirm  the  following  resolu- 
tion adopted  by  it  at  its  190^  meeting,  viz. :- — This  Associiation  greatly 
deplores  the  injury  done  to  our  schools  by  having  teachers  underbid- 
ding each  other  for  positions,  and  by  having  trustees  (Tndeavorihg  to 
secure  teachers  at  the  lowest  possible  salaries.  This  Association 
believes  that  the  salary  oflFered  should  be  a  definite  sum  adequate  for 
the  proper  support  of  a  teacher  in  good  working  condition — a  living 
wage,  that  will  enable  a  prudent  teacher  to  make  some  provision  for 
•the  future,  and  that  for  this  sum  the  trustees  should  endeavor  to 
secure  the  l>est  teacher  possible.  The  Association  would  therefore 
recomiuend  tha.t  in  advertising  for  teachers,  trustees  should  always 
•state  the  qua liticat ions  required  and  th^  salary  offered,  so  that  teachers 
may  not  be  placed  in  the  undignified  position  of  bidding  against  each 
otlier. 

3.'  ■  Resolved,  that  the  foregr)ing  resolutions  be  printed  for  distri- 
bution to  boards. of  school  trustees  and  to  the  press  of  tlu»  Province. 

•M*        ■ 

4.  Resolved,  that  a  Committee  of  at  least  seven  members  l>e 
appointed  to  present  the  ]>ension  scheme  endorsed  bv  the  As-ioeiarion 
to  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction,  with  a  view  to  legislation  nt  the 
earliest  possible  date. 

r 

And  Fiirlhev  Uesolved,  that  the  President  do  nominate, now  a 
Committee  of  three  to  select  iIk.*  above  Committee,  and  report  to  this 
Convention. 

5.  Resolved^  that  the  matters  dealt  with  in  Principal  Smith's 
paper  on  ''  High  S<'hool  (Continuation/'  Ik?  referred  to  a  C-ommittiee  of 
high  school  ])rineipals,  to  report  at  the  next  nKVting  of  the  Associu- 
tion, — this  Committee  to  be  a]»pointed  by  the  lixeeutivo. 

6.  Resolved,  that  the  matter  of  teacher's  salaries,  discuss  -d  in 
Priiu^ipal  Crombie's  ])a]H'r,  be  brought  to  the  attention  of  local  Teach- 
ers' Institutes,  an<l  also  Im*  referriMl  to  the  Association  Comjnittee  <vn 

14 
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School  Support,  consisting  of  Inspector  Macintosh,  Inspector  Mac- 
Donald,  Principal  Lay,  Commissioner  Calkin  and  Prof.  D.  A. 
Murray. 

7.  Resolved,  that  the  Committee  on  School  Supi>ort  be 
continued. 

8.  Resolved,  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  relations  between  high  schools  and  colleges  of  thf^ 
Province,  with  a  view  to  the  better  adjustment  of  these  relations. 

Further  Resolved,  that  this  Committee  be  composed  of  the 
Superintendent  of  Education  and  six  teachers  from  the  Academies  or 
High  Schools,  to  be  appointed  bv  this  Association. 

Further  Resolved,  that  the  Secretary  of  this  Association  be  itt- 
structed  forthwith  to  request  the  faculty  of  each  deirreeKM>nferriiig 
college  in  this  Province  to  appoint  two  representatives,  each  to  confer 
with  the  Committee  of  this  Association. 

9.  Recx)mmended  that  the  next  meeting  of  this  Association  be 
held  in  Halifax,  August,  1907. 

10.  Ilecommendeil  that  the  District  Institutes  be  held  in  all  dis- 
tricts during  the  year  in  which  the  Provincial  Association  does  not 
meet. 

11.  Resolved,  that  the  thanks  of  the  Association  be  extended  to 
all  railway  and  steamboat  ^*oinpanies,  to  the  press,  to  the  town  of 
Truro,  and  to  all  who  have  contributed  papers,  given  addresses,  or 
aided  in  the  work  of  the  Association. 

The  Report  was  adopted  unanimously. 

The  Connnittoe  on  High  School  and  Coil^je  Relations  was  ap- 
})ointed  as  follows: — 

Tho  Su]K^rinton(lent  of  Education ;  Principal  Sarvyer,  of  Hortoo 
ColleiLriato  Aeadoniy;  J.  W.  I^>gan,  Halifax  Academy;  Principal 
Maclellan,  Pictou  Academy;  Principal  McKittrick,  Lunenburg  Aca- 
(l<MTiv;  Principal  Campbell,  Truro  Academy;  Rev.  Father  Amirault, 
Cluireh  Point  Academy. 

Tt  was  ap:ree(l,  on  motion  of  Principal  Campbell  and  Bamstead, 
that  in  view  of  the  Peiusion  Sehe^ue  bcin^  ready  next  year,  it  might 
be  well  for  the  Execiitive  ( -oinmittw  to  have  a  meeting  of  the  Asso- 
ciMtion  in  Halifax  \t\  \00(k 
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The  Executive  Committee  was  appointed  as  follows : — 

1.  Principal  O'Heam,  Halifax. 

2.  Principal  McKittrick,  Lunenburg. 

3.  Principal  Kempton,  Yarmouth. 

4.  Principal  Magee,  Annapolis  BoyaL 

6.  Principal  Sawyer,  Horton  Collegiate  Academy. 

6.  Inspector  MacDonald^  Antigoni^. 

7.  Principal  Smith,  Port  Hood  Academy. 

8.  Inspector  McKinnon,  Whycocomagh. 

9.  Principal  Campbell,  Truro  Academy. 

10.  Principal  Lay,  Amherst  Academy. 

11.  Inspector  Phelan,  North  Sydney. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

A.  McKat^  Secretary. 


MEMBERSHIP  OF  THE  PROVINCIAL  EDUCATIONAL  ASSOCIATION,  1005. 
ORDINARY  MEMBERS:^ 

Superintendent  of  Eduoation — ^A.  H.  MaeKay.  LL.D. 

yorwuU  School — Dr.  Soloaa. 

/si«f>eotor»-nE.  L.  ArmstToni^,  I.  C.  Craig,  M.  J.  T.  Macnetl,  John  McKinnon, 
H.  H.  Maelntoah,  A.  G.  MacDonald,  L.  8.  Morae,  T.  M.  PheUoi,  Rev.  J. 
J.  SuUivan. 

School  Board9 — C.  R.  B.  Bryan,  Pictou;  A.  8.  Bamatead,  Halifax;  J.  B. 
Callcin,  Truro;  8.  A.  Cliesley,  Lunenlmrg. 

College* — Dr.  Jonea,  E.  Kaulbacic,  Dr.  D.  A.  Murray,  £.  W.  Sawyer. 

Societies — Wm.  MeKerron,  A.  McKay. 

( ttepreetnta tivee  from  Teaehere*  Inetitutes.) 

Antigoniah — ^Mary  Gillis. 

Cape  Breton — J.  A.  Armstrong,  H.  W.  ChurchfU,  L.  A.  DeWolfe,  H.  E.  Eng- 
land, Jeanette  Mclieod,  Anna  B.  MacKintosh,  Edith  Patterson,  f. 
Stewart. 

Colchester — Janet  Archibald,  Ckira  £.  Davidson,  F.  G.  Matthews,  Lenora 
Mclnnis,  Walter  Putnam,  Loie  Richardson,  Chas.  G.  Titus,  Ruth  Peppard. 

CumberUmd — ^M.  Lavinia  Hoclcin,  E.  J.  Lay,  Franlc  I.  Lent,  J.  E.  Mc Vicar. 

Digby—Elnie  Bent 

Oiiy«boro— Nellie  Chiaholm,  Eva  Dillon. 

Halifax — Helen  W.  BeU,  I.  M.  Bowden,  Edw.  Cummings,  Carrie  Chambers, 
Ella  Henry,  W.  T.  Kennedy,  S.  A.  Morton,  Annie  McNutt,  Peter  O'Heam, 
J.  H.   Trefry. 
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Hanta — Laura  O'Brien. 

Inveme89 — E.  B.  Smith. 

King9 — W.  A.  Creelman,  R.  W.  Ford. 

Lunenburg— ^l.  Crombie,  W.  H.  Longley,  B.  McKittrick,  Alice  VeinoUe, 
Emma  Warner. 

Pictou — Angus  McLeod,  Lucy  A.  Lowe. 

ASSOCIATE    MEMBERS:— 

Annapolis — W.  Gerard  Cheese,  Annie  S.  Gould,  Annie  B.  Juniper,  Winifred 
Moees,  Charles  Parker,  Alice  Spurr. 

Antiganish — W.  H.  Powell. 

Cape  Breton — Harriet  Bruce,  N.  L.  Cooke,  Annie  E.  Canavan,  C-ecilia  J.  M. 
Doyle,  Lina  Grant,  Kate  A.  McKenzie,  Robert  H.  McLeod,  Tina  Mclican, 
Alice  Phoran,  Hattie  L.  Robinson,  Anna  Vogel. 

Colchester — Olive  L.  Archibald,  Jennie  Benvie,  Evelyn  Bool,  Louise  Beck, 
Geo.  W.  Beck,  Mary  J.  Bell,  Annie  L.  Chisholm.  Lena  Corbett,  liarriet 
Carter,  (Huthia  Chishol^m,  Alice  Creighton,  Nellie  Cox,  Laura  Croelman, 
May  Chisholm,  Susan  Coulter,  Nellie  Cox,  Ethel  Dickson,  Edith  Decfa- 
man,  Klsie  Dechman.  Martha  UewLs,  L.  F.  Davidson,  Hattie  Dickson, 
Elizabeth  Edwards,  Annie  M.  Fulton,  Edna  M.  Fultcxi,  Minnie  £.  Fulton, 
Lulu  Fraser,  Effie  Fleming,  Marion  Fulton,  Alice  Gladwin,  Grace 
Uutcheson.  A.  E.  Hamilton,  K.  A.  Hamilton,  Emma  Henderson,  Lena 
Johnson,  Jjennio  Lynes,  Lillian  Lockhart,  Albert  Langille,  Adelaide 
Lynds,  Sadie  Lo^n.  Mary  Loughead,  Bessie  J.  Lynds.  Minnie  McKenzie, 
Bella  Morcash,  Jean  McLeod,  Ruth  McCurdy,  Margaret  AicPherson,  Tina 
McKim,  Agnes  MoKini,  Martha  Murray,  Florence  McLellan,  JeiiJsie  ^ici*i^y, 
Edith  Morgan,  Greta  F.  O  Brien,  MiflegeOuKon,  Bertha  G.  Oxner,  S.B. 
Patterson,  Lena  Pratt,  Julia  Purdy,  Marion  Spencer,  ^lary  Spencer,  Mary 
Sutherland,  Marj'  K.  Sibley,  Eva  Soley,  Agnes  Spencer,  Emma  F.  Smiib. 
Christine  Turner,  Mabel  Thompson,  Lena  Vance,  S.  C  Vance,  Jennie 
Urquhart. 

Cumhrrland — Daniel  S.  lirennan.  Annie  L.  Bigney.  Ethel  Chisholm,  J.  *^Towe, 
Christina  CoiiHer.  Jean  Creelman,  R.  \V.  Elliott,  Jas.  II.  Elliot,  3iar- 
garet  FowUt,  Sadie  (iordon,  Lillian  Gammell,  Ruth  Grereice,  Winifred 
.Jenks,  Fannio  Kent,  .Ft^an  Ia\}\  Agnes  ^IcCart,  Mary  MeCully,  Viola  Mc- 
lean, Jfnnie  MeLi'nnan.  Jenni(i  McAleese,  Lucy  McLellan,  Lillian 
McCulloch,  Margaret  O'Brion,  Irene  Roode.  Antoinette  Reed.  Jean  Rus- 
sell, Alice  Smith.  Mamie  McK.  Smith,  Alice  Thompson,  Wedderburne 
Watt. 

Ouyshoro — Alex.  R,  McBain,  Emily  Fultz,  Ida  Graham,  Norman  Robson, 
Gertrude  Tobin. 

Ualifnx — .lean  Arehibald.  Emma  M.  Brown,  H.  H.  Blois,  E.  H.  Blois,  ^-idilh 
K,  Brown.  H.  I).  Brunt.  Elizabeth  Cameron,  Georgia  Cook,  Eva  F.  v,roc- 
kett.  Je>sie  Cliisholni.  Margaret  De Wolfe.  Mabel  Grant,  Nelson  H.  Gard- 
ner, 11.  W.  Hewitt,  Harriet  Hamilton,  Daisy  Hartling,  Harriet  Johnson, 
Florence  Keirstead.  Mrs.  Kanlbach,  J.  W.  Ix)gan.  G.  R  Marshall,  Dr.  Ira 
A.  Mnckny,  Marion  Onthit,  Dr.  Eliza  Ritchie,  Ellen  D.  Ross,  Hattie  M. 
Sibl(\y.  (Jertrude  Smith,  ^Marj-  Goy,  Robert  Schurman,  Dwight  S. 
VVickwire. 
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HanU — John  Ashbury,  Minnie  Bowlby,  Alice  Bligh,  Maud  Brennan,  M.  L* 
Cook,  Jane  R.  Cox,  D.  Dill,  Mona  Demmons,  Jamesiva  Etter,  Annie  Fel- 
lows, Julia  Graham,  Vema  Gow,  Jennie  A.  Hunter,  Mabel  Uolefiworth, 
Alice  Lawrence,  Emma  L.  Lynch,  Jeeeie  McWilliam,  Blanche  Miller,  Eda 
Nelson,  £th«l  Parker,  Helen  G.  Parker,  Clara  Putnam,  Willa  Ruther- 
ford, G.  A.  ShepherdBon,  D.  L.  Shortliffe,  Grace  Sutherland. 

Inveme9a — Susie  Fraser,  Mary  Farrell,  Annie  McKinnon,  Mrs.  McKinnon, 
Donald  J.  Matheson,  M.  Vv.  McKay. 

Kings — Josephine  Burbidge,  Ella  Best,  Annie  Borden,  Nella  Crowe,  Caasie 
Hird,  Estella  liOomer,  Elizabeth  Moore,  Eva  McCulljr,  Gertrude  Mackin- 
tosh, Abbie  J.  Marchant,  Jean  O'Brien,  Lizzie  Titus,  Charlotte  Walker. 

Lunenburg — Florence  Crawford,  Blanch  Countway,  Ella  Hirtle,  Mabel  Hennl- 
gar,  Florence  Kinley,  Margaret  McMillan,  Lily  Parker,  H.  L.  Wentzell, 
Ida  H.  WentzelK 

Ptc(ou— Oertrude  Brunt,  Mabel  Fraser,  Louise  Fraser,  Winifred  Fraser,  Ella 
Grant,  Blanche  Hicks,  Elizabeth  Laurie,  Helena  McTavish,  Ella  McTav- 
ish,  J.  T.  McLeod,  J.  D.  McLeod,  Jennie  McBean,  Lola  Miller,  Mrs.  J.  T. 
McLeod,  Ella  McBean,  Lily  Munro,  Ca«sie  E.  McLean,  Bertha  Putnam, 
F.  B.  Roy,  Annie  Reeves,  W.  C.  Stopletoh,  Isabel  t).  Weir,  Mildred 
Williams. 

Yarmouth — Susie  Archibcdd. 
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APPENDIX    F. 


SCHOOL  GARDEN  AND  OTHER  DEMONSTRATIONS  OF 
THE  SIR  WILLIAM  MACDONALD  FUND  IN  NOVA 
SCOTIA. 


L 

Bepobt  on  School  Gardens  fob  1904-5,  by  Peecy  J.  Skaw,  6.A., 

Director  of  the  Macdonald  Nature  Study  DepartrnenJ  in  the  five 
following  schools  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Provincial  Normal 
School  at  Truro : — Bible  Hill,  Brookfield,  Old  Bams,  Belmont, 
and  Great  Village. 

A  more  favorable  season  and  soil  in  better  tiltli  gave  somewhat 
better  outward  results  with  th(>  gardens  this  year  than/  last.  The 
very  dry  siunnier  and  autumn,  however,  and  frost  at  some  places  in 
August,  prevented  the  maturing  of  some  crops.  Cut  worms  at  one 
garden  destroyed  the  vegetation-  to  such  an  extent  that  it  never  fully 
recovered,  but  thev  were  turned  to  educational  use  in  the  studv  of 
the  life  historv^  of  a  common  injurious  insect. 

The  gardens  varied  in  size  from  one-half  an  acre  at  the  largest 
school  to  a  (juart/er  of  an  acre  at  the  smallest:  the  children's  plots  be- 
ing 5  feet  by  16^  feet  for  vegetables,  and  5  feet  by  0  feet  for 
flowers.  Th(*  hnid  was  prepared  in  the  fall  by  plowing,  manuring, 
and  grading  up  into  plotn^,  witli  a  plow,  tlie  object  of  the  latter  being* 
U)  make  it  possible  to  ap]>ly  the  manure  to  the  plots  without  wasting 
it  on  the  walks. 

In  market  gardening,  the  s<*leeti()n  of  a  proper  quality  of  soil  is 
consi<lere(l  alvsohitely  (essential  to  su('cess.  Peter  Henderson,  in  his 
^'  Gar(l(Miing  for  Profit,''  says: — "  Thousands  are  every  year  ruined 
l)v  a  1)jh1  selcx'tion  of  soil.'*  Hut  in  school  gardening  there  is  rarelv 
a  elianee  for  a  clioico  of  soil,  as  the  jcrarden  must  be  placed  as  near  to 
the  s(*liool  as  ])ossible.  Th(^  first  thing,  then,  is  to  prepare  the  soil  as 
thoroughly  as  possible,  and  this  usually  tidces  time.  If  the  land  is  in 
sod,  the  ])racti(M*  among  market  gardeners  is  to  plow  in  the  fall  man- 
ure h(^avily,  and  p\ai\t  \\\e  -fvAlowiu^  year  with  a  preparatory  crop. 
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such  as  potatoes,  com,  or  late  cabbage.  By  the  second  year  it  is  ready 
for  ordinary  garden  crops.  Henderson  says,  *'  It  rarely  happens 
that  any  amount  of  labor  or  manuring  can  so  prepare  the  ground  the 
first  season^  as  to  bring  it  to  that  high  degree  of  tilth  necessary  fod 
growing  garden  vegetables  as  they  should  be  grown,  and  any  attempt 
to  do  so  will  result  in  a  meagre  crop  which  Avill  not  pay."  This  is 
mentioned  merely  to  show  that  in  school  gardening  we  must  not  ex- 
pect our  best  crops  the  first  year,  but  the  garden  may  bo  quite  as  use- 
ful from  am  educational  point  of  view  in  growing  the  preparatory 
crop. 

For  the  improvement  of  most  soils,  stable  manure  is  the  besti 
material  to  apply,  as  it  not  only  adds  plant  food  to  the  soil,  but  humus 
w^iich  improves  the  texture,  and  makes  the  soil  more  retentive  of 
moisture.  But  in  most  rural  communities  stable  manure  is  acareelv 
a  purchasable  article.  Those  who  have  it  would  u-5\ially  prefer  to 
buy  more  rather  than  sell  any  of  what  they  have.  Sometimes,  how- 
ever, a  public-spirited  man  will  part  with  a  load  or  two  either  as  a 
donation,  or  for  a  consideration.  But  generally,  a  supply  of  stable 
manure  is  not  available,  and  recourse  has  to  be  ma<le  to  cominorcial 
fertilizers,  green  manures,  wood  ashes,  b(me  meal,  and  composts  of 
various  substances. 

A  convenient  method  of  maintaining  the  fertility  of  the  soil  is  by 
means  of  commercial  fertilizer  and  green  manures.  In  this  system 
the  garden  might  be  divided  into  three  parts,  and  a  three  years'  rota- 
tion carried  out,  in  which  garden  crops  occupy  two  parts  each  year 
and  clover  one  part.  The  whole  garden  would  reciMve  an  a])plic«tion 
of  fertilizer  each  year  to  supply  plant  food,  and  a  cro])  of  clover 
would  l>e  turned  under  on  each  part  every  third  year  for  humus. 

It  is  a  good  plan  to  n»serve  one  corner  of  the  garden  for  a  compost 
where  may  be  thrown  weeds,,  roots,  leaves,  sods,  and  other  refuse 
raked  from  the  beds  and  walks.  ^fixed  with  soil,  and  if  poi^sible  a 
small  quantity  of  manure,  these  soon  decay  and  fonn  excellent  ma- 
terial to  apply  to  the  garden. 

The  leaves  of  deciduous  trei^s  are  ofteir  plentiful  around  schools 
in  the  autumn.  Raked  u])  and  coni])osted  with  soil,. they  illustrate 
the  formaftion  of  vegetable  mould  of  the  fore^^t,  and  furnish  good 
material  for  the  soil.  They  require  nearly  three  years  for  decom- 
position, however. 

Gardeners  ])re])are  a  soil  for  pots  and  boxes  by  com])Ostiing  sods 
and  UKUiuro  in  alternate  layers,  the  sods  being  placed  grass 
side  down.  After  decomposition,  it  is  mixed  with  a  small  quanVty 
of  sand,  and  is  then  ready  for  use.  The  edgings  of  biwns  mixed  with 
manure  soon  decay  and  form  good  soil  fiir  boxes  and  A<.'<iA  Vn^^vV^. 
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AVliile  it  is  well  to  have  in  some  part  of  the  garden  as  large  a  variety 
of  plants  as  possible,  it  is  not  wise  to  attempt  to  grow  every  kind  jiit 
the  individual  plots.  Some  plants  are  better  suited  for  children's 
plots  in  a  school  garden  than  others.  Prof.  L.  C.  Corbett,  of  the 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  Washington,  says,  *'  The  limited  area 
usually  available  for  school  garden  work  makes  it^  imperative  that  for 
individual  gardens,  at  least,  plants  with  a  compact  bush  form  or  habit 
of  growth  are  to  be  preferred.  Tall  growing,  broad  leaved,  as  well 
as  climbing  plants,  must  be  excluded,  except  in  community  gardens, 
or  in  general  decorative  plantings." 

The  most  satisfactory  vegetables  with  us  tliis  year  were  beets, 
parsnips,  lettuce,  cabbage,  and  tomatoes.  Raddish,  though  liable  to 
be  eaten  when  half-grown,  is  a  good  crop  to  gn>w  because  it  can  be 
planted  early,  grows  quickly,  and  may  be  replaced  by  plants  from 
the  hot-bed  or  window-box  in  June.  Carrots,  j)eas,  and  onions,  are 
apt  to  be  destrr>yed  by  thoughtless  pupils  and  visitors,  and  are  not 
recommended  fc>r  individual  plot^.  Still,  it  is  well  to  have  each  of 
these  represented  somewhere  in  the  garden  if  possible. 

The  following  is  a  })lan  for  the  planting  of  a  vegetable  plot  4  ft 
by  10  ft.  Half  the  plot,  or  4  rows  14  inches  apart,  of  beets  or  par- 
sni})s;  two  rows  10  inches  apart,  lettuce;  four  row\s  10  inches  apart, 
radish,  the  lettuce  and  radish  to  be  replaced  in  the  latter  part  of  June 
by  either  cabbage  or  tomatoes.  If  tliey  are  not  mature  at  that  time, 
the  cabbage  and  tomato  plants  may  be  set  between  the  rows  and  occupy 
all  the  space  later. 

The  flowers  which  gave  the  best  results  were  dwarf  mastiirtium, 
shirley  p<>p]>y,  pansy,  phlox  drunnnondi,  stocks,  candytuft,  sweet 
alyssum  and  aster.  Several  of  these,  as  well  as  cabbage  and  tomatoes, 
should  l)e  started  in  a  hotl)ed,  or  in  boxes  'n  the  house.  If  there  is 
no  hotted  at  school,  it  is  a  good  plan  to  give  a  package  of  seed  to  each 
of  a  few  careful  ])upils  to  start  in  boxes  at  home  on  shares.  \Vhen 
\\w  ])lants  are  ready  U>  set  out,  half  of  them  may  be  brought  to  the 
garden.  For  general  display  and  certainty  of  result,  dwarf  nastur- 
tium and  shirley  poppy  are  recommended. 

A  border  of  hardy  perennials,  such  as  phlox,  golden  glow,  iris  and 
hollyh<x*k,  makes  a  tine  addition  to  the  garden.  Prof.  Bailey  says, 
''  A  border  or  fr('<*  mass  of  pei-ennial  herbs  is  one  of  the  charms  of 
any  place.  It  is  informal,  easy  of  care,  and  self-sustaining.  The 
lar«i:e  part  of  the  mass  should  l>e  composed  of  common  and  hardy 
things — wild  or  from  gardens — and  incidental  features  may  be  made 
of  The  choi(*(T  and  raivr  exotics.  In  most  cases,  plants  look  better 
when  judiciously  mixed  than  when  planted  one  kind  in  a  bed/' 
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Every  country  school  should  have  a  garden  with  flowers,  and  trees 
and  shrubs  as  a  setting  for  the  school.  The  conscious  effort  of  teacher 
and  children  for  the  improvement  of  the  grounds  i-it  this  way  will 
result,  in  time,  in  two  things, — a  more  beautiful,  more  inviting 
school,  and  an  awakened  sense  of  tlio  beautiful  in  the  minds  of  the 
children.  The  beautifying  of  the  grounds  of  a  school  with  trees, 
shrubs  and  flowers,  takes  time,  and  it  is  well  that  it  does,  for  it  allows 
more  pupils  to  take  part  in  the  work  and  to  have  presented,  and  held 
before  them,  the  ideal  grounds  which  thoy  are  striving  to  secure.  The 
A  B  C  of  landscape  gardening  might  bo  taught  in  this  connection :  A. 
— Keep  open  centres.  ]i. — Plant  in  masses.  C — Avoid  straight 
lines. 

To  be  of  value,  nature  study  must  be  a  study  of  things,  not  of 
books  or  notes.  The  school  garden  brings  to  the  school  an  abundance 
of  material  for  study.  It  enlists  in  the  pupil  the  interest  of  a  gar- 
dener in  the  things  he  has  plan/ted  and  cares  for.  The  child  co-oper- 
ates with  nature  for  a  given  result.  He  has  a  feeling  of  ])ower,  the 
garden  is  partly  what  he  makes  it.  His  natural  desire  for  physical 
activity,  for  doing,  is  gratified.  His  feeling  of  ownership  in  part  of 
tlie  garden,  and  the  fact  that  the  product  has  a  value  in  his  eyes,  add 
to  the  interest. 

An  educator  says : — ^*  A  system  of  observation  to  bear  the  beet 
fruit  must  go  hand  in  hand  with  doing — that  doing  that  has  for  its 
purpose  the  conquering  of  local  environment  to  human  well-being. 
For  instance,  the  observation  of  insect  life  is  all  the  better  if  it  have 
in  view  the  extermination  of  injurious  insects.  The  ol>servation  of 
plant  life  is  much  more  effective  if  it  be  associated  wth  the  cultiva- 
tion of  plants.  The  boy  who  stTidies  carefTilly  the  insects*  injurious 
to  chickens,  and  solves  the  problem  of  extcTminatins:  tliem  at  his 
home,  has  received  a  valuable  training.  The  study  and  ob^r^'ation 
of  mosquito(*s  is  a  niTich  more  valuable  lesson  if  it  go  liand  in  hand 
with  the  extermination  of  mosquitoes.  In  fact,  doing  and  observing 
are  so  intimately  associated  as  to  lx>  practicallv  one.  The  one  is 
reading  the  great  book  of  nature,  which  is  always  open  before  us,  and 
the  other  is  conquering  our  physical  and  social  environment  to  our 
well-being.  It  goes  Avithout  saying  that  observation  sh<nild  not  \ye 
confined  to  the  sense  of  sight  or  to  the  utilitarian."  [L.  E.  Wolfe 
in  Educational  Foundations.'] 

An  encouraging  result  of  the  school  garden  work  is  the  increased 
interest  which  the  children  show  in  their  gardens  at  home.  A  large 
majority  of  the  children  plant  home  gardens.  Ninety-five  per  cent, 
of  the  pupils  of  one  school  were  going  to  plant  gardens  at  home. 
Through  the  influence  of  the  school  garden  the  children  have  l>ecome 
acquainted  with  flowers  and  vegetables  Tuiknown  to  them  before,  and 
one  little  lx)v  has  opened  a  corre^|)ondence  with  Dr.  Fletcher,  of 
Ottawa,  the  Dominion  Entomologist,  on  iuRects. 


218  SCHOOL    GARDEN    AND    OTHER    DEMONSTRATIONS. 


By  bringing  a  phase  of  farm  life  to  the  school,  the  garden  forms 
a  connecting  link  Ix^tween  school  an<l  home.  The  many  operations 
of  the  garden  performed  by  the  child,  the  things  which  he  sees  and 
takes  an  interest  in,  his  discoveries  in  the  garden,  all  tend  to  stimu- 
late thought,  and  thus  furnish  valuable  material  for  much  of  the  ex- 
pression work  of  the  school.  Ijcssons  in  langincre,  arithmetic  and 
drawing,  are  more  effectively  taught  where  the  :»ubjpct  matter  i<  of 
intriuisic  interest  and  clearly  comprehended  bv  the  child.  Work  of 
this  kind  has  been  tried  ^^^tll  good  success  in  the  schools  of  this 
group. 

"  Up  to  the  present  time,  the  chief  aim  in  the  rural  schools 
has  boon  to  acquirer  knowledge  from  b<x)ks,  and  to  secure  ment.il  train- 
ing thnmerh  the  acquisition  of  that  knowledge.  The  doing  demandeil 
of  the  child  has  l)een  almost  entirely  in  the  field  of  mental  pccpii-si- 
tion  resulting  chiefly  from  a  study  of  what  others  have  said  an«l 
done,  the  use  of  th?'  pencil  and  T>en  furnishing  alxuit  tho  only  illustra- 
tions of  doinir  requiring  the  iu*e  of  the  hand.  It  will  be  se^n  rhat 
industrial  education  involves  a  line  of  training  in  doinn  wlnHi  shall 
employ  the  han<l  much  more  fully  tlia.n»  it  is  now  emploved  bv  the 
demands  of  the  public  school;  the  acnuisition  of  a  bodv  of  knowle.lce 
relating  to  the  things  about  the  ])upil  not  heretofore  required;  and  a 
mental  training,  if  not  different,  at  least  an  enlarfiremont  of  that  now 
demanded,  because  it  requires  the  mind  to  deal  with  things  and  i)hv- 
sical  processes  as  well  as  with  words;  and  further,  because  of  its 
dealing  with  thinirs  and  processes  characteristic  of  the  environment 
of  the  individual,  it  will  result  in  tlu^  development  of  interests  not 
awakened  throucrh  tin*  work  of  tli-<*  public  school  as  at  present  adminisr 
tered.  These  interests  will  be  of  value  to  the  individual  l>ecause  of 
their  vital  connection  with  the  thincrs  which  are  likelv  to  activelv  con- 
cern bini  wli(»n  \\\^  work  of  the  school  room  is  finished."  [Rc^p'^'^ 
of  roniTuittet*  rii.  Industrial  Education  in  Rural  Communities.  X. 
E.  A.] 

Xo  general  rule  can  be  laid  down  for  the  manageinent  of  a  school 
garden.  Whether  a  school  will  have  one  or  not  will  depend  largely 
on  the  te-ielHT.  If  the  teacher  is  intere<^ted  and  earnest,  he,  or  she, 
can  n^nally  find  a  wav  for  starting  at  least,  somo  kind  of  a  gsinlf*ii. 
A  small  iiar<len  when*  th(»  work  has  1)'(mi  done  wholly  by  th^  teacher 
an«I  pupils  may  Ik*  of  inon»  vahif  to  the  school  than  a  large  one,  the 
gift  (»f  an  individual.  It  will  mean  extra  work  and  thouG:ht  for  the 
teacher,  but  tlu»  t»-n'at.^'r  intt'rest  of  the  chihlren  for  schofd,  the  lv»tter 
un<h»rstanding  which  will  arise  between  pupils  and  te*icber,  and  thp 
])lcjjsure  frr»ni  thi<  diversion  from  the  routine  work  of  school  will 
manv  times  re])av  the  cost. 

In  order  that  teachers  may  be  able  to  make  the  best  use  of  the  gar- 
den an(l  ibe  survo\\i\A\w^*?.  ^A  \\\^  v\uUl  for  its  education,  they  should 
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.  be  given  more  training  than  many  now  have.  This  training  should 
include  some  practice  in  horticultural  operations,  a  study  of  the 
science  of  common  things,  and  some  instruction  in  how  to  make  use 
of  these  things  in  the  work  of  the  school. 

That  the  province  might  learn  what  is  the  most  desirable  and 
effective  form  of  school  gardens,  would  it  not  be  well  to  provide  for 
•  the  carrying  on  of  some  garden  through  a  number  of  years  with  a 
definite  plan  in  view,  to  demonstrate  such  points  as  rotation  of  crops 
in  a  school  garden;  maintenance  of  fertility  by  use  of  clover  and 
fertilizers;  relative  meriU  of  annuals,  biennials  and  j^erennials  in  a 
garden ;  advisability  of  starting  nurseries  of  native  trees  from  seed ; 
value  of  composts  from  leaves  and  other  available  material ;  and  other 
questions  of  this  kind  which  take  time  to  answer  by  experiment  ? 

Unless  provision  is  made  for  some  such  garden,  our  school  gar- 
dens throughout  the  province  are  likely  to  Ix?,  even  when  planted  year 
after  year,  gardens  of  annuals  with  no  definite  plan  followed  out  year 
after  year.  I  would  suggest  the  Bible  Hill  garden  for  such  a  pur- 
pose, on  account  of  its  position  with  reference  to  the  educational  in- 
stitutions here,  and  its  central  position  w-ith  reference  to  the  province. 
I  have  alpt^ady  had  the  pleasure  of  taking  a  numl)er  of  farmers  attend- 
ing the  '  short  course  ''  through  the  school  buildijwg,  and  they  take 
a  great  interest  in  what  is  l)eing  done.  The  school  has  the  good 
wishes  of  Principal  Cunmiing  and  his  staff,  menil>or8  of  which  have 
promised  to  give  aid  \Xdien  called  upon  to  do  so.  The  trustee.^  favor 
such  co-operation,  and,  1  think,  would  l>e  glad  to  allow  the  use  of 
their  ganlen  as  a  model  to  students  here. 


From  a  reply  to  a  communication  asking  Mr.  Shaw  for  his  views 
on  the  diaracter  and  cost  of  tool-sheds  and  tool-«  for  school  ganlens  of 
the  different  grades  suggested,  the  following  })aragra])hs  are  quoted: 

We  have  at  three  of  the  schools  here,  a  building  10x15  ft.  with 
7  ft.  posts,  shingled  roof,  walls  without  boards  but  cla])boarded  on  the 
studding,  two  windows,  two  doors,  ono  leading  into  ailjoininii:  ])lant-* 
house,  and  board  floor.  Cost,  about  »$<iO.  With  ea<'h  of  these  wc 
have  a  small  jdant-honse  as  a  **lean  to,"  5  ft.  wide,  and  the  length  of 
the  building,  15  ft.     C<»st  of  ])lant-liouse,  $14. 

At  a  fourth  schocd.  Old  Bonus,  oar  building  is  a  c«>mbined  ])lant 
and  tool-hous<%  10x15  ft.,  5i  ft.  ]>osts  in  rear,  :i  ft.  or  I5.J  ft.  ])osts  in 
front,  rafters  about  S  ft.  on  sonth  side,  about  oi  ft.  on  north  side, 
south  side  (►f  nv)f  glass,  north  side  shingled,  walls  lx\irded  and  bat^ 
tened,  one  window,  one  door,  no  floor.      Cost,  $45. 
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At  the  fifth  school,  Bible  Hill,  we  have  a  glass  house  lOxlS  fe«tv 
as  a  ''  lean  to  "  to  the  school-house.  It  also  serves  as  a  tool-house. 
Cost,  with  water  brought  in,  $93.37. 

If  a  shed  i«i  wanted  for  tools  morolv,  I  would  sav  one  10x15  feet, 
7  ft^  posts,  shingled  roof,  board  and  battened  walls,  (not  claplK>arded 
as  ours  are),  one  window,  one  door,  floor  of  Iwards  would  l)e  ample 
for  any  countrv  school.  For  a  smaller  school,  a  *'  lean  to  "  might  be 
placed  against  the  school  house,  or  a  {wrtion  of  the  wood-shed  might 
be  partitioned  off,  or  some  other  arrangemeiD.t  made  according  to  the 
conditions  of  the  nlace. 

If  a  tool  shed  is  wanted,  which  will  serve  as  a  plant-house  as  well. 
then  the  one  at  Old  Bams  would  ho  the  best  of  those  we  have  tried. 
In  the  case  of  the  first  type  mentioned  al)0ve,  the  plants  are  subjei^t 
to  too  great  extremes  to  thrive  well.  At  any  rate,  they  have  not  done 
as  well  as  at  Old  liarns ;  and  we  attribute  it  to  the  fact  that  there  i^ 
a  smaller  body  of  air  heated  by  the  smi's  rays,  and  consoipiently  a 
quicker  cooling  off  of  the  house  at  night.  If  plant  work  at  s(»hool5 
18  to  be  made  as  full  as  possible,  and  if  the  garden  is  to  l>e  supplied 
with  certain  kinds,  at  least,  there  must  be  some  way  of  starting  the 
plants  before  it  is  time  to  plant  in  the  garden  in  May,  whether  it  W 
in  a  glass-house  hot-l>ed,  or  window-l)ox  at  home.  One  thing  is  cer- 
tain, the  conditions  of  the  school-room  are  not  favorable  for  the 
growth  of  many  of  our  most  im]X)rtant  planti^.  There  are  a  few 
recommended  in  school  garden  bulletins — mostly  ornament^il — which 
are  better  able  to  grow  in  a  school-rof)m  than  others ;  but  dust^  drought, 
extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  seem  to  l)e  the  obstacles  Jto  growing  many 
of  those  wanted  for  the  garden.  Whether  or  not  plant-houses  and 
hot-be<ls  wouhl  Ik»  a  success  at  the  ordinarv  school  I  am  unable  to 
say  at  present.  We  have  been  carrying  on  ours  as  an  ex{)erimeut 
up  to  the  present,  and  while  one  has  done  well,  has  added  to  the  value 
of  the  garden,  ])erhap8  50  per  cent.,  some  of  the  others  havo  not  done 
as  well,  chiefly  through  lack  of  care,  want  of  water  at  the  right  time, 
etc.  A  hot-lK"!d  or  glass-house  needs  pretty  close  attention  thn^ngh 
April  and  Mav,  and  this  they  are  not  always  likely  to  get  at  the  or- 
dinarv school. 
*.• 

Tool  Shki)  fok  ^Ikdiim  ok  Lakok  School  Section. 

10x15  ft.  7  ft.  ])osts. 

Shingled  roof. 

J^oard  and  battened  walls. 

One  <UM»r,  one  or  two  windows. 

Flf»or  of  boards. 

Two  coats  of  paint. 
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Combined  Tool  and  Plant-House.     (Old  Barns  Type.) 

10x15  ft,  5^  ft  posts  in  rear. 

3|  ft.  posts  in  front 

Rafters  on  sovi'th  side  (about)  8  ft.;    north  side  (about) 

3i  f  t 
Glass  roof  on  south  side. 
Shingled  roof  on  north  side. 
Board  and  battened  walls. 
One  window,  one  door. 
No  floor ;    one  green-house   bench ;    hot-bed   on  ground   in 

plant-house.       Planted  April  5th,  1906.       Good  result^. 

P.  S. — Two  coats  paint.     Should  be  a  scroll  or  some  projection 
to  relievo  monotony. 

List  of  Garden  Toots. 

1  spade.  12  rakes. 

1  shovel.  2  garden  lines. 

1  fork.  1  transplanting  trowel. 

12  hoes.  1  wheelbarrow. 

1  hatchet 


II. 

EXAMPLES    OF     PUPILS'     EXERCIbESS 
/n  The  MacDonaxd  Consoudated  School  at  Middleton,  Annapolis  Co.,  N.  S. 

the   staff. 

The  teaching  stafT  in  the  Macdonald  Consolida'ted  School  at  present  is  as 
follows: — 

Principal   Mb.  G.  B.  McGill. 

Vice-Principal    Mb.  F.  E.  VVheelock,  B.  A. 

Grade  IX Mr.  B.  S.  Banks. 

Mechanic  Science Mb.  R.  W.  Bent. 

Domestic  Science AliHS  Annie  B,  Junipeb. 

Grade  VIN Miss  Etta  M.  Elliott. 

Grades  VI  and  VII Miss  Josephine  H.  Stevens. 

Grades  IV  and  V  Miss  Eva  M.  Graves. 

Gravies  III  and  IV Miss  Carrie  M.  Hall. 

Grade  II Miss  Ell.v  M.  Ciiipman. 

Grade  I Miss  Winifred  Moses. 

School  Garden   ExtTRCiSES. 

Our  School  Gardens. — Our  school  garden  has  been  worked  by  the  pupils  of  the 
school  for  two  years.  In  this  I  jntend  to  tell  simply  what  has  been  done  this  year, 
the  way  it  has  been  worked  with  a  few  of  the  results. 

In  the  early  spring,  the  aero  of  land  of  which  our  garden  con^^^ists,  was  ploughed 
and  made  ready  for  the  pupils  -to  work.  The  pupils  were  required  to  stake  off, 
make  paths  between  the  plots,  and  also  level  and  snwoth  them. 

These  plats,  which  are  twelve  feet  by  four  feet,  are  in  five  rows,  and  twenty- 
two  in  each  row.  Between  each  row  is  a  path,  four  feet  broad;  and  crosswise  to 
these  are  paths  two  feet  wide,  between  each  individual  \k\Qi. 
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In  these  small  gardens,  we  were  permitted  to  plant  anything  we  chose.  Some 
sowed  beet  seeds,  some  cucumbers,  radishes,  carrotM,  turnips,  sage,  summer  savory, 
etc.     Othem  planted  cabbttge«i,  potatoes,  tomatoes,  etc. 

This  acre  of  gvden.  which  belongs  to  the  school,  is  enclosed  by  a  fence.  On 
the  inner  side  of  the-  lioice,  nearest  Ihe  school-house,  there  is  a  border  of  flowers 
two  feet  wad«.  This  was  planted  by  some  of  the  teachers  and  children  of  the  lower 
grades.  Pansiea,  nasturttuma,  holly-hoci^,  sweet  peas,  balsams,  canary-bird  flow- 
ers, morning  glories,  candy-tufts,  ete.,  were  grown.  Besides  adding  greatly  to 
the  beauty  of  the  garden,  these  flowers  we  very  useful  for  lessons  in  botany. 

Aside  from  these  small  farma  which  the  pii|»ila  had,  there  are  ei^t  experimen- 
tal plots,  each  ten  feet  and  five  inches  wide  by  twenty  feet  and  ten  inches  long, 
and  which  thus  contain  one  two-hundredth  of  an  acrak 

Two  of  these  experimental  p!ots  were  sowed  with  Mammoth  Red  Clover  seed. 
It  grew  very  nuiK,  blossomed,  and  even  ripened  the  seed. 

Potatoes  were  planted  in  two  others,  o2f  which  one  was  sprayed  with  Bordeaux 
mixture  and  Paris  green.  The  other  was  sprayed  with.  Paris  green  only,  and  in 
every  other  way  they  were  treated  precisely  alike,  but  the  difference  in  tin  crop 
was  very  remarkable.  That  producd  from  the  plot  which  wan  ^rta^jped  with  Mb 
Bordeaux  mixture  and  Paris  green  was  very  much  greater.  Both  yields  u-ere  ea^^ 
fully  weighed,  and  the  one  which  had  been  sprayed  with  Bordeaux  mixture  guve 
eighty-two  pounds.  The  crop  from  tae  other  weighed  fifty-four  pounda.  ThviM 
spraying  with  Bordeaux  mixture  in  connection  with  Paris  green,  increated  the 
yield  at  the  rate  of  ninety-three  bushels  per  acre.  It  is  worthy  of  note  thai  the 
plants  in  the  plot  sprayed  with  both  Bordeaux  mixture  and  Paris  green  remaiacd 
green  longer  than  the  other.  Evidently,  Bordeaux  mixture  is  a  preventatift 
against  fimgus  growths  which  injure  the  foliage  of  vegetables  and  fruit  trees. 

Our  wheat  experiments  were  not  so  sucessful,  owing  to  the  English  sparrowe, 
which  stole  most  of  the  seed  before  it  grew.  But  the  plot  sown  with  good  seed,, 
produced  a  purer  and  better  quality  of  grain,  which  also  rfpenev.  earlier  and  mon 
evenly  than  tne  one  sown  with  the  unselected  seed. 

We  also  experimented  with  seed  com.  The  varieties  planted  were  \^liite  Cap, 
Yellow  and  Ck)nipton*8  Early,  of  which  the  latter  proved  to  be  decideuty  superior, 
especially  in  its  early  maturing.  VVe  think  that  in  a  favorable  season  it  would 
ripen  well  in  this  valley. 

Next  year  these  experimental  plots  will  be  planted  in  a  different  order  from 
what  they  were  the  year  previous,  and  so  the  rotation  of  crops  wiU  be  brougat 
into  the  experiments. 

Aiong  with  t>ur  gardens  each  pupil  was  supposed  to  have  a  garden  t<ook,  is 
which  he  kept  an  account  of  all  he  did  in  his  garden,  together  witu  the  revenue. 

Our  principal,  Mr.  McCrill,  who  did  his  best  to  encourage  thl^  garden  witfk. 
offered  several  prizes  for  tue  best  kept  garden,  the  best  kept  book,  and  the  beii 
written  (vutay  on  garden  work.  These  prizes  will  be  awaided  at  the  entertain- 
ment given  by  the  school  at  the  cIohc  of  our  work  previous  to  tiie  Christmtf 
holiday  season. 

School  garden  work,  in  addition  to  the  giving  of  valuable  inatruetion  relating 
to  general  agriculture,  and  thus  training  girls  and  boys  to  better  appreciat$>  coqb- 
try  /ife,  U  alno  correlated  with  drawing,  arithmci^c,  composition,  botany,  vtd 
other  general  school  work.  Thus  it  is  made  one  of  the  most  valuable  accompaai- 
mcnts  to  <Hir  general  sciiool  work. 

Ethel  A.  Boqgb. 
C;ra<lc  IX. 


Thk  flowor  gar<Ion,  eight^^on  rod>*  long  and  two  feet  wide,  is  on  the  nortn  side  of 
tht"  sfho(»l  garden,  one-fifth  of  it  bein<;  ours.  Early  in  the  spring  we  prepared 
the  pround  and  each  p^pil  planted  sunie  seeds.  We  had  tulips,  candy-tuft,  htl* 
Hams,  cunary-bird  flowers,  sweet  peas,  morning  glories,  nasturtiums,  and  imay 
oth<*r  flowers  growing.  The  nas<turtiumH  and  morning  gkvries  covering  the  f««« 
made  a  protty  background  for  the  other  flowers.  The  flowers  were  very  pretty  till 
.Jack  Fnwt  came  and  kiil^wl  them,  but  next  spring  we  shall  plant  some  more  seeds 
and  h(>j)e  thqy  wlil  do  better  than  this  year. 

Mau»lic    F.  Elliott. 

Grade  IV. 
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We  want  to  tell  you  about  our  school  garden.  Our  plot  was  twelve  feet  long 
and  four  feet  wide,  with  a  walk  two  feet  wide  all  around. 

In  the  early  spring,  when  the  earth  was  warm  and  moiet,  we  planted  the  little 
leeds.  They  all /had  little  coats  of  either  white,  brown,  yellow  or  green,  to  keep 
them  warm.     We  had  cucumber,  rauish,  parsnips,  com,  beet  and  carrot  seeds. 

Mother  Nature  sent  the  warm  rain  and  sun  to  burst  the  jackets  and  make 
th^  little  plants  to  grow.  We  watched  them  as  they  pushed  their  leaves  above 
the  ground,  and  saw  they  were  different.  Th^' roots  were  not  the  same,  some 
large,  and  others  like  threads. 

In  the  autumn  we  gathered  and  took  them  home. 

Grade  U. 


Mt  Garden  Book. 


On  May  5th,  1905,  Grade  VIII  went  out  to  the  school  garden  to  do  some  work. 
We  were  taken  by  Principal  McGill  tot  a  part  of  the  garden,  where  he  thought  it 
best  to  have  the  individual  plots.  About  half  of  the  plots  in  the  first  row  were 
marked  off  the  day  before  ify  Grade  IV. 

First  we  levelled  off  the  walks  between  each  row  of  beds ;  then  we  levelled  off 
the  amall  walks  between  each  plot.    After  that,  we  levelled  off  plots  with  a  rake. 

The  rows  were  lined  off  twelve  feet  wide,  with  a  walk^  four  feet  wide  between 
each  row  of  plots.  This  was  done  by  a  strong  cord.  The  plots  were  lined  off, 
twelve  feet  long  Ly  four  feet  wide,  with  a  walk  between  each  plot  two  feet  wide. 

The  length  of  a  plot=12  ft. 

'Hhe  width  of  a  plot=4  ft. 

The  area  of  a  plot=12X4=48  sq.  ft. 

or  48-^0=5^  sq.  yards. 
4840  sq.  yards=:l  acre 

1 

1  sq.  yard= acre 

4840 
lX5i      2 

5i  sq.  ydsj= <= acre. 

44840     1815 

On  May  8th  we  were  taken  by  our  Mechanic  Science  teacher,  Mr.  Bent,  to  finish 
another  row  under  the  same  directions  as  May  llth. 

On  May  15th,  Mr.  McGill  took  ua  out  to  sow  seeds.  Each  one  had  the  choice 
of  the  kind  of  seeds  he  wished  to  sow.  I  sowed  beets,  as  I  liked  them  uest.  I 
was  told  to  make  four  rows  the  same  distance  apart;  then  I  sowed  the  seeds  about 
one-half  inch  apart;  then  I  covered  them  over  with  the  blade  of  the  hoe,  and  left 
them  to  grow. 

On  June  1st  I  went  out  to  the  school  garden  to  take  an  observation  of  the 
seeds  germinating  in  my  plot.  I  found  that  the  seed  of  the  beet  had  grown  about 
one  inch,  with  two  Feed'  leaves,  one  opposite  the  other. 

Then  I  was  careful  to  take  all  the  weeds  out  of  my  plot  and  throw  them  upon 
the  walk. 

On  the  night  of  June  5th  we  had  a  very  heavy  frost.  It  did  not  hurt  beets, 
carrots,  turnips  cv  radish,  hut  it  hurt  corn,  tomatoes  and  beans;  so  I  learned  that 
oeets  are  not  much  affected  by  frosts. 

On  June  13th,  I  went  out  to  look  at  my  garden.  I  lound  that  my  beets  had 
grown  about  one  inch  mbre,  with  three  leaves  of  vegetation.  I  also  found  that  a 
kind  of  worm  had  been  eating  my  beet^  up. 

On  the  10th  of  June  I  went  out  to  my  garden  and  I  found  that  I  would  have 
to  sow  my  seeds  over  again,  on  account  of  the  cut  worms  getting  at  the  rooits  and 
eating  them.  I  Howed  one  and  one-half  row8  in  carrots,  and  two  and  one-half 
TOWS  in  l)eet8,  the  name  as  before. 

Julv  5th. — This  is  the  first  day  of  summer  school  for  me.  The  first  thing  I 
was  instructed  to  do  was  to  get  two  boys  and  mow  the  lawn.  Ihen  I  went  to  my 
plot.  I  wee<led  and  thinned  the  carrots.  After  that  I  weedwi  the  beets.  When  I 
had  finisheu,  Mr.  Mc(Jill  wantci  me  to  weed  two  more  gardens  for  him.  After  I 
had  taken  dinner,  myself  and  another  bopr  borrowed  a  cultvva.lox  %  \.Vvwi  \  n»«A. 
with  another  boy  and  clipped  the  edges  of  t\\e  ficwex  ^t^«v. 
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On  Xovembcr  Ut  1  went  out  to  gather  my  crop.  I  pulled,  and  took  the  leaws 
off  the  beets  and  carrots,  and  took  the  rootn  home.  I  mea:^ured  tiiem  when  I  >:ot 
ttiem  home,  and  I  found  I  had  three  pi>cks  altogether.  Half  of  them  were  Ixret^ 
and  half  were  carrots.  ' 

The.  beets  and  carrots  toother  mace  an  average  of  about  680  bushels,  2  pecks, 
4  quarts^  to  an  acre. 

5i  sq.  yds.  jield  |  of  a  bushel 

i 

1     sq.  vd.  yield of  a  bushel 

5i 

J  X  4840       3X3X4840 

4840  sq.  yds.  vield = 

5i  4X10 

=080  busiicU,  2  pecks  ,4  quarts 

I  wish  to  add  here  a  d^^ription  of  Uie  experimental  plots: — 
Plots  1  and. 2  were  2>own  to  JViaminoth  Red  Clover  on  May   18th.     Early  in 
September  we  find  a  good  stand  of  clover  in  stage  of  maturity  for  good  hay. 

P.ots  3  and  4  were  planted  with  potatoes  of  the  rose  variety.  There  were 
seventy  hills  planttnl  each  alike,  but  they  were  not  sprayed  alike.  No.  3  was 
sprayed  with  Bordeaux  mixture  and  Paris  green:  No.  4  wha  sprayed  wiui  I'sris 
green  and  plaster,  to  kill  tlie  larvae  of  tho  potato  beetle.-  On  No.  3  the  foliagf 
leaves  kept  green  the  longer,  and  on  digging  a  much  larger  crop  was  found.  Tlie 
extra  yield  over  No.  4  was  at  the  rate  of  ninety-three  busliels  |H?r  «cre. 

Reach    Phinney. 


An  Experimental  Plot. — On  a  plot  of  land  360  square  feet,  we  planted  pota- 
toes. The  land,  being  a  very  heavy  clay  soil,  was  not  suitable  Aor  growing  \wu- 
toes,  since  }>otatoes  rec|uire  a  light  sandy  soil  to  grow  well.  We  spread  manure 
on  the  plot  and  spaded  it  over.  Tlie  seed  potatoes  were  planted  on  Alay  3 1st,,  and 
the  plants  were  about  two  weeks  in  conning  up. 

The  vines  were  spraytnl  three  times  with  Bordeaux  mixture.  This  mixture 
is  the  Lest  fungicide  known.  It  is  made  of  lime  and  sulphate  of  copjier.  This 
not  only  di^stroys  thw  fuii«j:i.  but  adheres  long  to  the  plant.  Th«»  lime  preventa 
the  sulphate  of  copper  from  burning  the  leaves.  Paris  green  is  added,  when 
ne<*ded,  to  kill  the  larvae  of  tlie  potaito  bt«tUi. 

To  mak<>  forty  gallons  of  this  mixture,  take  four  |>oimds  of  copper  sulphate 
(blue  vitrol),  put  it  in  a  bag7 suspend  the  bag  in  a  bucket  of  wat^r,  and  leave  to 
dissolve.  iSIake  four  pounds  i)f  liuM'.  Pirt  the  .solution  of  copper  sulphate  in  ^« 
spray  pump  and  add  water  until  you  get  a  weak  solution.  Theii  add  the  lime, 
(ami  if  necessary  J  four  ouncts  Paris  giv.vn.  Then  add  enough  wat«r  to  makeii^ 
gallons. 

The  potatwd  wen'  hoed  three  times  during  the  summer.  Our  yield  was  1^4 
lbs.,  of  salcabU*  potatoi-^,  which  is  at  the  rate  of  371  bushels  to  the  aei"«. 

\Vc  owe  this  good  cn)]»  pirtly  to  the  spr.iying  with  liordtaux  mixture.  »ince  in  two 
expcriuicntiil  plot.'*,  propi-r,  one  was  sprayed  with  Paris  green  and  the  other  with 
Paris  gre»Mi  and  Honeaux  mixture.  The  one  sprayed  with  Bordeaux  mixtui!e 
yieldcti  at  the  rate  of  03  bushels  per  acre  more.  The  tops  of  those  sprayed  witli 
the  Bi/rdeaiix  mixture  a!.>o  remained  green  longer,  «thua  giviiig  ttie  p<itatoe»  4 
h»ngi'r  >>«'asnn  to  ;rrow. 

Bi'Iow  i>  the  financial  account  of  the  plot: — . 
l'.M)r>. 

Ma\    ;jl.     To  Fcrtiii/cr    , $0.00 

S-ed    Potato-s 0.08 

8    hours  work    0 .  40 

Spraying  mixture   0.12 

Srpt.  By  1S4    lbs.    IN.tato.s    |lti*^ 


r'' 


Nft  i:ain    iOAO 

Ross   Miller. 
Lester   Axdrews. 
John  Tate. 
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^Iechanic    SciENce.   .. 


Essay  by  a  Grade  VII  Boy.— In  our  Macdonald  School  at  i^uddleton,  one  of 
the  most  important  departments  in  the  mechanic  science.  The  mechanic  science 
rocbn  is  about  forty  feet  by  twenty,  containing  twenty  benches,  eaca  bench  being 
supplied  with  a  plane,  three  chisels,  try  square,  marking  knife,  saw  and  drawing 
outfit. 

All  the  boys  from  the  sixth  to  the  tenth  grade  (take  mechanic  science,  and  I  am 
sure  we  find  it  very  interesting  and  helpful,  though  the  different  grades  work 
only  half  a  day  per  week. 

When  we  went  to  mechanic  science,  the  first  thing  taught  us  by  our  insliructor, 
Mr.  Bent,  was  the  names  of  the  different  tools  and  how  to  use  them  properly, 
afterwards  practising  wiiat  we  had  learned. 

Before  making  any  model  we  draw  the  plan,  then  make  the  model  from  the 
drawing.  The  first  thing  to  do  when  making  a  model  is  to  cut  out  the  Apiece  of 
wood  a  little  larger  than  th|e  model,  because  we  have  to  allow  some  waste  in  gcti- 
ting  the  wood  planed  up.  After  planing  the  wood  to  get  what  we  call  the  "  face 
side  "  and  "  face  edge,"  we  plane  it  to  width  and  thickness,  then  finish  tne  model. 

We  have  used  thus  far  in  our  work  three  kinds  of  wood,  namely,  pine,  white- 
wood  and  sweet  gum. 

Mechanic  science  teaches  us  in  both  the  drawing  and  woodwork  to  be  exact 
and  square  in  all  oiur  ;Work,  thus  teaching  us  to  be  honest  and  square  in  all  the 
dealings  of  life.  But  the  advantages  of  mechanic  science  will  appear  more  fully 
when  we  take  our  places  in  the  world  as  men. 

Mechanic  science  is  not  only  useful  to  boys  who  expect  to  be  carpenters,  but 
in  any  profession  we  ma|y  follow.  I  am  sure  we  shall  find  the  training  received 
here  very  helpful  indeed.  But  the  best  way  for  any  one  to  discover  the  good  that 
comes  from  mechanic  science  is  to  come  and  see  for  themselves. 

Charles    Havebstock. 


Domestic  Science. 

How  to  ^ya8h  and  Iron  Prints, — Prints  should  be  washed  with  care.  The 
water  used  should  not  be  hot,  but  warm.     Hot  water  is  apt  to  make  colors  fade. 

The  materials  used  in  washing  prints  are  warm  water,  soap  jelly,  which  is 
amde  by  dissolving  odds  and  ends  of  yellow  soap  in  waiter,  salt  to  set  colors,  vine- 
gar or  ammonia  to  revive  colors. 

First  wash  in  warm  water  with  soap  on  the  right  side.  Then  with  warm  water 
and  soap  jelly  on  the  wrong  side.  Then  rinse  in  clear  warm  water  until  all  soap 
is  removed.  After  that  rinse  in  cold  water  with  one  tablespoon  of  salt  to  two 
quarts  of  water  to  revive  reds,  bluen,  pinks  and  greens.  One  tablespoon  of  vine- 
gar to  revive  mauves. 

Next  starch  in  cooled  boiled  starch.  Then  dry  quickly  in  tne  shade.  Do  not 
dry  in  the  sun,  as  it  is  apt  to  fade  them.  Iran  when  about  half  dry,  or  if  allowed 
to  dry  they  must  be  sprinkled,  rolled  up  and  laid  aside  an  hour  before  ironed.  In 
ironing  prints  do  not  use  too  hot  an  iron,  as  this  causes  the  color  to  faae. 

Iron  all  trimming  on  the  A\Tong  siderHSHars,  cuffs,  yokes  and  all  double  parts 
aing  witn  the  neck  at  the  ironer*s  left  hand,  so  that  the  work  when  ironed  may  be 
c^  both  sides,  and  lastly  iron  on  the  right  side  the  body  part  of  the  waist,  b^n- 
pushed  awa|>'  from  the  ironer  and  not  creased. 

The  recipe  for  hot  starch  is  one  tablespoon  of  starch,  which  is  used  to  stitlen, 
twd  tablespoons  of  water,  which  is  used  to  mix  and  dissolve  the  ingredients,  one- 
half  teaspoon  of  powdered  borax,  which  is  used  to  give  a  gloss.  A  few  shreds  of 
white  wax,  which  is  uesd  to  prevent  the  iron  from  sticking.  Boiling  water  suffi- 
cient to  render  the  starch  semi-transparent.     This  cooks  and  thickens  the  starch. 

IklAROUERITE     YOUNO. 

Orade  VIII. 

15 
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Pastry. —  (.1  Paper  from  a  Leasoa  in  Domestic  Science). — For  both  short  and 
flaky  paltry  um»  half  the  ({uantity  of  shortening  as  of  flour,  ami  wat^rr  enough  la 
mix. 

For  short  paMr}',  piu  the  flour  ami  nhortenin^  into  a  mixing  bowl  ami  chop 
with  a  knife  until  quite  flne;  tnen  rub  it  in  with  the  fingerrt,  add  ^^radiully  the 
water,  and  dtir  wiih  a  knife  mi  as  to  ket^p  it  cool.  Roll  out  onee.  and  use  a^^  little 
flour  as  possible.  

For  flaky  ^mntry  mix  the  flour  and  water  together,  roll  out  and  spread  on  it 
one-third  of  the  shorten ing,  tnen  roll  ag<iin.  Do  this  five  timi*»(,  ever>'  other  time 
adding  the  lard. 

The  oven  nhould  be  very  hot  for  pastry  so  as  to  burwt  the  starch  graim«  in  the 
flour,  and  thas  absorb  the  shortening.  If  the  oven  is  (*old  the  p:u<tnk*  wilt  not  ri^. 
and  the  shortening  will  melt  and  run  out. 

Pastry  is  much  bett4*r  if  allowed  to  «tand  awhile  before  baking. 

The  best  flour  for  making  pastry  is  that  made  out  of  soft  wheat  and  contain- 
ing the  moe»t  starch. 

There  are  various  kinds  of  shortening — lard,  butti'r,  dripping  ami  margarine. 
Margarine  is  lx*ef  fat  which  has  lK.H.'n  clarified,  churned  with  milk  tu  flavor  it,  and 
colored  with  annatto.     It  is  i)erfc<'tly  wholt^some  and  makes  goo<l  pastry. 

Annii:  K.    Baltzeb. 
Grade  IX. 


1»HYSUAL     EXERt'I.SKS. 

The  Ififlucncrs  of  Athletics  in  a  High  School, — Are  athletics  a  brnefit  lo  a 
high  sch<x>l?  This  question  iias  n'ceive<l  much  attention  from  many  minds^  and 
still  opinions  tliffer  M'idely.  Even  high  school  principals  do  not  agree  on  thi» 
hubj«»C't.  The  c«dlege  brini  teac*her  takes  the  aflirmjitive;  and  with  etpial  force  and 
insistence  the  principal,  who  has  already  given  the  In-st  years  of  his  life  to  x-hool 
work  sees  in  athletic-^  the  ruin  of  his  school.  Some  teachers  give  the  matter  no 
attention  what«^vcr.  but  their  indifl'erence  is  more  than  offset  by  the  enthusias'tie' 
spirit  of  the  students,  who  are  unanimously  in  favor  of  high  school  athletics.  It 
is  projH'r,  then,  that  we  should  take  as  broad  a  view  of  Ihe  subject  as  we  can. 

True  education  hits  a  thret>-fold  pur|M)s/;5:  —  (1)  the  development  of  the  In- 
tel Ici-tuil  aptitudes  of  the  individual;  (2)  of  the  moral  personality;  (:<)  of  the 
physical  i)Owers.  We  shall  endeavor  in  brief  to  show  how  tne  physical  ]HT«rers 
may  Ik?  developed. 

A  ccrtiun  amount  of  drill  has  be«»n  given  in  the  pubHc  school,  which  is  evi- 
dently bringing  forth  goo<l  results,  but  organized  games,  which  stand  for  at  least 
a>s  milch  as  drill.  hav«*  had  less  development.  One  ma^y  ask,  what  are  these  games? 
We  \\onUl  mention  f«K)tUill,  base-bill,  basket-b-ill,  cricket  and  tt^nnis,  which  the 
bulk  of  I  he  school  j)r»pulation  oi  this  country  have  never  had  the  advantage  of.  In 
higlhr  cliis-^  mI'OoIs,  the  posit icm  of  games  has  reached  a  pi^'h,  which  some  peo- 
])ir  regards  as  dangerous;  there  is  little  fear  that  this  will  wer  bo  the  case  incur 
elenuMitaiy  sclux)ls. 

l<Mt  vlio  i^  l«»  irive  this  physical  education  in  the  schools?  In  the  end,  we 
hope  the  ordiiiiu y  -^cho()l  teacher,  but  in  the  meantime,  with  the  coimtrj'  so  full 
of  cricketers,  |(»orb:iIl  pulyers  and  athletic  experts  ol  all  kinds,  surely  there 
.'-hould  n(»t  be  imuh  <i:<'ciilty  in  securing  such  amateur  help  us  would  set  our 
uthleti<s  on  a   livni   f<M)ting   throughout  «nir  public  schools. 

It  is  tiiken  for  granted  that  l)eeiius«»  boys  and  girls  live  in  the  country,  their 
l»liy.sical  education  is  ^ure  to  l)e  up  to  fthe  mark,  but  in  many  of  our  country  vil- 
lages and  t^hwii-  tliis  physical  eiiltur-  is  sadly  neglected.  There  is  no  half-holi- 
dav  in  the  tir>t  live  days  of  the  school  week;  and  On  Saturdays  the  scholars  do 
not  come  to  scikh)!  at  ail.  Here  and  tliere  we  lind  a  ieacher  who  will  iMtrifioe 
part  of  his  Saturtlay  toi  athletics,  ami  in  every  case  the  resultA  are  beneficial. 

The  1(hm1  edu<Mtional  authorities  forget  that  "all  work  and  no  play  may  make 
Jack  a  dull  lx>y  and  lUll  a  dull  girl." 

G.  K-H. 
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.  •'■  r   [  Macdonau)   Grets. 

«la/f :—ln:«tructor,  Lieut.  K.  W.  Bt-nt;  Cndet  Capt..  P.  S.  Andrews;  Cadet 
^r.LM»ut.:  L.  deV.  C'hipmaii;  Cadet  Jr.  J.ifut.,  A.  T.  Croft.  On  the  retired  list, 
I-ieiit.  Ct.  K.  Haverstcx'K. 

On  the  lu8t  day  of  May,  1904,  a  nunil)er  of  boys  of  the  Maedonald  ConHolida- 
ted  School  met  in  their  asaemWy  hall  with  Capt*  Outhit,  of  the  Um  K.  C.  H.,- 
then  the  schoorH  gymnastic  inst motor,  for  the  purupse  of  forming  a  cadet  eoiiw.. 
('apt.  OUthit,  acting  in  conjunction  with  Lt.-Col.  J.  A.  JSponagle,  M.  D.,  obtained 
the  necessarj'  authority  fn>in  the  ^lilitia  l)ep:U'tment.  The  officers  were  elected 
and  duly  gazetted,  and  the  corps  attached  to  the  (iOth  Royal  Annapoli^i  Regiment. 
The  offlcerH  were: — C-Apt.  P.  S.  Andrews,  Sr.  Lieut.  C^hipraan,  and  Jr.  Lieut. 
Haverstock. 

Tlie  instructor.  Cajit.  Outhit,  left  at  the  end  of  the  school  year,  and  until 
February,  1905,  the  officers  did  their  own  instructing  in  the  Dundonald  drill  a» 
then  used.  In  February.  1005,  Lieut.  Pknt  bei*nine  instructor,  since  which  time 
the  corpB  ha«  made  good  showing.  During  the  winter  and  «ipring  of  1005,  instruc- 
tion in  physical  drill  was  given.  Ah  sjkwi  nn  it  wa'^  possible.  no\\-ever,  to  get 
t>utside,  the  new  militia  drill  wa^s  taken  up  anci  sijuad  drill  comnienctHl. 

During  May.  1005,  the  corps  was  reviewed  by  Capt.  Outhit,  father  of  the  corps, 
who  expressed  himself  a**  s'ltistied  with  results  attained.  Again  in  Septenilnfr;  the 
corps 'was  reviewei!  by  Sir  Win.  C.  Maedonald.  Dr.  Rol>ertson.  C.NLCI.,  and  Lieut. 
Colonel  J.  A.  Sponagle,  M.  D. 

In  June.  1005,  Lieut.  Haverstock.  being  about  to  leave  the  sehool  t<»  enter 
college,  resigned,  and  Master  Ainsley  T.  Croft,  who  had  serve<l  two  years  in  the 
Halifax  County  Cadets,  and  one  year  in  the  Dartmouth  Rearer  Corps,  was  elected 
Lieut.  Haverstock's  successor.  In  tiie  meantime,  the  eori>8  had  advamvd  "to  con»- 
pany  drill. 

Ry  the  permission  of  CoJ.  Drury,  D.S.O.,  and  the  kindness  of  Major  J.  L.  Phin- 
ney,  the  corjM*  is  to  bi»  allowed  to  use  the  00th  Regimental  armory  in  Middleton 
during  the  winter  months  for  drill  pur|[M>sts. 

L.     HEV.    ClllPMAX. 


Xatire  Study  Comi'ositioxs. 

A  yest. —  (A  Compwution  hi/  iiradv  I  an  Fonnvd  into  a  Jicadinii  JjCMon.)-—- 
A  eaterpillar  made  this  nc»Mt.  A  brown  caterpillar  made  it.  It  is  made  of  hair 
web  and  grass.  He  took  hair  from  his  U^\y.  He  spun  the  web  with  his  mouth- 
Thifl  ncftt  wa,s  built  in  the  fall.  We  call  it  a  cm-ocm.  l\v  and  by  a  moth  will 
<*onie  out  of  the  cocoon. 

A  moth  hm  four  wings.  It  has  horns  like  featliers.  It  has  six  legs.  We  call 
it  an  insect  l)ecauiK»  it  ha**  six  U»gs.  The  moth  flies  at  night.  It  lays  eWP*-  The 
eggs  hatch  into  caterpillars.  The  caterpillar  builds  a  cocoon  and  turns  into  a 
nwth. 

A  butterfly  has  four  wings.  It  has  two  horns.  The  horns  have  knobs  on  tlie 
ends.  The  butterfly  holds  its  wingf>  up  in  the  air.  A  butterfly  has  six  legs.  It 
flies  in  the  day.  The  butterfly  has  a  l<»ng  tongue  to  suck  honey.  The  caterpillar 
of  a  butterfly  does  not  build  a  nei»t.  It  turns  to  a  chrvsalis.  Tne  chQ'salis-tumft 
to  a  butterfly. 

Home  of  our  LittU-  Frwiid/t.-^Some  of  our  little  friends  are  ver>'  shy,  yet  we 
see  them  getting  rea<ly  for  wintc^r.  The  squirrel  nmki^  his  house  out  of  warm 
things  like  wool,  feathers  and  hair. 

The  red  wjuirrel  eats  nuts,  berries,  and  eggs ;  but  in  winter  he  eata  pine  cones. 
He  doe«  not  store  up  apples,  for  they  would  d<H.ay,  but  the  pine  cones  will  not^ 
foir  they  have  turi)entine  on  them  to  protect  them. 

The*  chipmunk  very  seldom  climbs  trees,  but  burrow^;  a  hole  in  the  ground. 
The  chipmunk  ke<'ps  iiis  UunX  iK'side  him.     He  stort»s  away  barley,  rye  and  oats 

for  his  winter  supply. 

Some  people  think  the .salamandei-  is  a  lizard,  and  say  it  is  poisonous,  but  it 
is  not.  It  is  a»  harmh'ss  as  a  kitten,  and  dot»s  more  grxwl  tnan  harm.  It  eats  in- 
sects in  the  garden.  The  silaman<!er  is  much  like  a  frog.  lie  sleeps  in  the 
ground,  where  the  frogs  sle<»p.  and  does  not  wake  till  spring. 

The  swallow  goes  to  the  south  in  winter.       People  sa{>'  he  goes  because  it  i 
cold,  but  he  cannot  gH  food,  as  he  lives  on  insects  wAucVv  >\<t  qa\.^<»  \\^.VNnr  -s^vt. 
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The  EnfrliHh  Nparrow  doe:^  not  go,    for  he  caU  crumlM    and  seedfl.       Ha  hai 
strong  \vfpi  and  \v(*ak  win|^,  and  th**  "icwallow  has  strong  wings  and  weaL  l«g». 

OuaA  Sponaole. 


Our  Evrrgrrrn. —  (Written  hy  Addir  Haltzer,  aged  11  roars). — Our  evergreens 
oonniHt  of  black  spruce,  white  jqiruco.  hemlock  spruce,  balsam  fir,  red  pine,  white 
pine  and  cedar.      They  all  belong  to  the  eoniferae  family,  and  are  moncecious. 

Black  spruce  (abies  nigra)  cime^i  are  persistent,  and  take  two  years  to  ripen. 
Its  Heeds  are  winged  and  nakinl ;  the  conea  are  borne  near  the  end  of  the  branchn 
and  on  the  lower  tiido,  m>  that  they  hang  down,  llie  leaves  are  four-sided  and 
aharp,  and  grow  all  around  Ihe  stem.  Pasture  spuce  have  larger  and  more  limbs 
than  fur€«t  spruce. 

BaLwm  fir  (ab|(>>  balsamea)  i«>  c«)vered  vrith  a  stick)',  clear  subatanoe.  The 
bark  is  darker  and  smoother  tlian  the  black  spruce,  and  the  leaves  are  flat  and 
blunt,  and  grow  from  all  sides  but  the  lower.  The  under  side  of  the  leaves  are 
light  green,  and  lighter  than  thoiie  of  the  black  spruce.  The  cones  of  fir  grow 
«reet;  they  are  purple  in  color  and  medium  in  size.  The  new  limba  grow  out  in 
whorls. 

Cedar  (arbor  vitac)  i.s  yory  rare.  It  grows  quite  small  and  is  u^ed  for  orna- 
mental trees  and  heilges.     The  tlowers  are  in  catkins  and  the  fruit  as  a  cone. 

Red  pine  (pmus  resinosa),  commonly  called  yellow  |>ine,  has  its  leaves  in 
dubters  of  twos,  and  has  short  cones. 

Wnite  pine  (pinus  strobus)  haM  its  leaves  in  fives. 

In  white  spruce  ( al>i<*s  allm )  the  cones  are  deciduous  and  the  seeds  are  winged 
and  nnkcMl. 


A  Fine  Tree's  Age. — When  you  want  to  find  the  age  of  trees  you  should  not 
gucHs,  for  guessing  is  unsatisfactory.  For  instance,  setting  trees  of  the  aame  siie 
is  not  saying  the  y  are  of  the  same  age.  The  ones  that  are  straight  and  amootk 
grow  quickly,  and  are  young,  while  those  that  are  crooked  and  rough  grow  slowly 
and  are  old.'  Asking  i.M  sausfactory.  Trees  cannot  talk,  but  there  are  many  ways 
just  as  plain  as  words  in  which  they  can  tell  their  age. 

You  can  tell  the  age  of  all  kinds  ol  trees  biy  the  number  of  anniml  rings,  but 
this  way  would  nnjiiire  the  tnHi  to  l)e  cut  down  so  that  the  rings  could  be  countsd 
from  the  heart  to  the  out**ide.  Kach  ring  represents  a  years'  growth.  You  can 
also  tell  the  age  of  a  few  without  destroying  them  by  looking  at  the  spaces  be- 
twec'U  each  whorl  of  branches.  Lei  us  see  which  trees  can  answer  in  the  second 
way.  I^ook  at  the  maple, — it^  trunk  is  lost  at  the  branches,  but  the  pine  trunk 
goes  to  the  top  of  the  trw?,  owing  Xo  the  yearly  developroen  of  its  terminal  bud. 
This  trunk  bears  clusters  on  branches  all  aroiuid  it,  perhaps  five  or  six  oppoSiie 
one  another  called  whorls.  Everj-  year  there  is  a  whorl,  and  so  you  can  tell  the 
age  from  the  trunk  by  hunting  'nie  number  of  spaces  between  the  whorls  from 
the  bottom  to  the  top  of  the  trw;  and  if  the  top  is  broken  off,  count  the  spaces 
up  the  trunk  to  any  limb  and  then  out  to  the  end  of  the  limbw 

You  oin  toll  the  age  of  any  branch  (or  any  piece  of  a  branch)  by  counting  the 
spaces  l)etween  its  whorls.     Kach  counts  for  one  yar. 

The  age  of  the  leaves  can  l)o  told  from  the  branch.  If  they  are  on  the  end 
space  they  are  one  y«ir  old.  If  on  the  second  space  they  are  two  years  old. 
There  are  no  huivew  /hi  the  third  space  from  the  end  because  the  leaves  last  but 
two  ywirs.  HO  they  <'ould  not  l>e  on  the  third  year  space,  ite  find  the  age  of  the 
cont^H  )\M  the  Haiin»  as  \v<»  did  that  of  the  leaves,  by  counting  the  spaces  to  see  how 
many  ycjirs  th«*y  stay  on. 

lliis  is  what  the  W  hite  Tine  told  as  about  itself. 

^Paragraphs  ftoh!(t4'<l  fnnn  the  IXsays  of  Winnie  Newhook,  Faye  Marshall, 
Elsie  Ch«^ley,  Parker  X«'ily  and  (tordon  Parlec,  Grades  VI  and  VII.) 

The  Potato.— 'V\w  \H>t\io  woji  first  found  "in  America.  When  Sir  Walter 
RaleiLrh  visiteil  t\\\^  couulTy  m  1583,  he  found  it  growing  wild  in  Virginia.  On 
hiH  return  to  V:ntt\aT\i\,  \vvi  W>V.  ftom<i  ol  N-V^i  ^\wAa  ^tK  him.  H  vnm  soon  recog- 
ni^  by  the  POopW,  iVat,  U  v^-V^xXn  ^^x\^:^N^y^\AV^^^^^^^^^^v^  t«^ 
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ful  labor,  we  have  the  wholettom?,  palatable^  food  of  to-day.  Later  on  it  was 
taken  to  Ireland  and  other  countrie**  in  Europe,  where  it  ha<»  bfen  extensively 
grown  ever  since. 

The  potato  is  much  use<l  a.s  a  fooi  by  the  humun  race,  i-wpecially  the  Iri^h,  also 
by  domestic  animals,  and  starch  is  manufactured  from  it.  Tliere  are  several 
large  starch  factories  in  Prince  Kdward  Island,  where  this  vegetable  ia  raised  in 
large  quantities.  It  has  also  been  found  to  be  usefiil  in  many  other  ways.  It 
has  been  learned  that  a  raw  potato  a{pplicd  to  a  scald  or  burn  is  a  good  and  sim- 
ple remedy.  Itfi  imporince  as  a  useful  and  nutritious  food  may  be  proved  by  the 
potato  famine  in  Ireland  in  1847.  The  potato  crop  failed,  and  on  account  of 
this,  m&ny  people  died,  many  emigrated  to  Canada  and  other  foreign  countries. 
So  by  emigration  and  starvation'  the  populaition  was  decreased  nearly  two 
million. 

The  potato  ranks  high  in  the  vegetgable  kingdom.  It  belongs  t<>  a  family  of 
plants  know  as  the  night-shade  family,  and  the  botaniciil  name  for  it  is  solaAiura 
tuberosum.  Very  many  of  the  plants  of  this  family  are  poisonous;  the  potato, 
however,  is  well  known  to  be  vei^'  wholcHome.  It  is  valued  for  its  large  tubers 
or  underground  stems. 

We  know  it  is  an  underground  stem,  for  stems  have  buds,  and  roots  have 
not.  The  buds,  commonly  called  eyes,  send  out  little  stems,  and  from  them  grow 
the  branches  of  the  plants.     Therefore,  the  potato  must  be  a  stem. 

The  potato  reproduces  itself  in  twot  ways,  by  underground  stems  and  by  the 
seed.  The  farmer  saves  the  underground  stem  and  plants  it  tho  next  year.  This 
is  the  most  common  way  of  reproducing  this  vegetable.  Tlie  seecls  are  the  fruit 
of.  the  potato.  There  are  little  white  balls  witli  seeds  inside.  The  farmer  sow* 
these,  and  by  so  doing,  can  ootain  new  varieties  of  the  potato. 

In"  1904  we  planted  in  our  school  garden  some  potato  seeds  which  we  obtained 
from  a  seed  merchant.  The  plants  from  this  seed  grew  very  well,  and  in  the  falj 
we  found  quite  a  number  of  small  potatoes  under  the  plants.  W  e  saved  some  of 
the  beet  potatoes,  and  this  year,  1906,  we  planted  them  again,  and  have  saved 
thvee  of  the  most  protnising,  distinct  varieti<«s.  We  will  plant  these  in  1906,  and  if 
ih&y  oontinue  to  be  a  success,  vre  hope  to  give  to  the  world  three  new  varieties  4>f 

the  potato. 

Louis  Bebxaro  Schaffneb, 

South  FarmingUm, 
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SPKCIAL  REPORTS  OF  INSPECTORS  ON  THE  CHARAC- 
TER OF  THE  SECTIONS  WITHOUT  SCHOOLS  DURING 
THE   SCHOOL   YEAR   ENDED   JULY,  1905. 


Gkaiiam    CuEKiiiTON,   B.  A.,   InspcctoT. 

Halifax,   West, 

N"o.  12 — Peggy's  Cove,  2x1  miles;  fishing  village;  valuation, 
$2,500;  17  families  anil  2o  children;  school  house,  good;  without 
school  two  years.     Cause, — widiflFerence. 

No.  20 — Greenhead,  5x3  miles;  rugged;  valuation,  $2,000;  10 
fajnilies  and  5  children ;  school  house,  fair;  without  seliool  four  years. 
Cause, — small  numb(»r  of  children. 

No.  38 — Kemptown,  4x2  miles;  rugged  and  barren;  valuatipB, 
$1,800;  ()  families,  1  child;  school  house,  fair;  without  school  two 
years.     Cause, — no  children. 

No.  42 — North  Beaver  Bank,  5x3  miles;  20  families  and  23 
children;  school  house,  fair;  without  school  1  year.  Cause, — unable 
to  si»cure  teacher. 

Halifax,    East. 

No.  3 — r])per  Lakeville,  3x2  miles;  valuation,  $2,500;  14  famil- 
ies, 4  children;  sc1kx>1  house,  fair;  without  school  four  years.    Cause, 
jmall  number  of  children. 

No.  31 — DuflFeriai  Klines,  4x4  miles;  mining  district,  valwtion, 
4  families,  children;    without  school  three  years. 


Cause, — c<«sation  of  minin;^  operations  and  consequent  desertion  by 
mining  population. 


H.   H.   MacIxtosu,  Inspector. 

Lwienhurg   and  New  Dublin. 

No.  106 — Bush's  Island,  2xi  mile;  poor  and  rocky;  valuation, 
$6,950;   20  famiUe?.  awd  30  children;    school  house,  fair;     without 
Jchool  1  year.     Cawao, — eo\\\iV  tvo\.  \Bi\.  \«w3w5t. 


SPECIilL    REPORTS    OF    INSPECTORS.  231 


Chester. 

'So.  6 — Sherwood,  5x2  miles;  poor;  valuation,  $2,500;  8  famil- 
ies and  10  children;  school  house,  fair;  without  school  2  years. 
Cause, — failed  to  secure  teacher. 

No.  9 — Germantown,  5x2  miles;  poor;  valuation,  $2,900;  7 
families  and  5  children;  school  house,  poor;  without  school  3  years. 
Cause, — few  children. 

No.  25— Beech  Hill,  5x2  miles;  fair;  valuation,  $3,000;  7 
families  and  15  children;  school  house^  fair;  without  school  2  years. 
Cause, — ca  relessness. 

Ko.  26 — Ilarriston,  5x2  miles;  poor;  valuatioai,  $3,070;  5 
families  and  5  children;  school  house,  fair;  without  school  1  year: 
Cause, — chil(lr(»n  attend  Section  No.  10. 

NoHh    Q livens. 

No.  4 — Alhany  New,  5x2  miles ;  fair,  valuation,  $5,000 ;  8  fam- 
ilies and  7  chihlren ;  school  house,  fair ;  without  school  1  year.  Cause, 
— few  children. 

Smith   Qveens. 

No.  J7 — Port  Mouton  Island,  8x2  miles;  fair;  valuation.,  $2000; 
€  families  and  10  children;  school  house,  fair;  without  school  2 
years.     Cause, — could  not  get  a  teacher. 

Dock  Cove  and  Denmark  were  vacant  largely  through  indifference. 


jAMt:H  II.  MuxKo,  Inspector. 

Barrington. 

Every  section  has  its  school  except  Hamilton,  No.  2,  which  has 
no  children  to  make  school. 

Argyle. 

Two  sections  were  without  school — South  Bclville,  which  has  a 
fine  school  house — and  Morris  Island,  which  has  no  school  house  yet 

L.   S.  MoBSK.  M.  A.,   Inspector. 

Six  sections  only,  four  in  Annapolis  and  two  in  Di|gby,  were 
without  schools  during  any  portion  of  the  year.  One  of  these  had 
no  children  of  school  age;  one  did  not  want  a  school,  and  the  others 
could  not  get  teachers.  These  sections  were  all  "  poor  sections  "  with 
very  few  pupils.  The  whole  of  them  combined  could  not  funais^ 
pupils  for  more  tlian  one  good  school 
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Colin  W.   Roscok,  Inspector, 

Kings, 

No.  50 — Soots  Bay  Koad,  4x4  miles;  moimt^iTi  land  and  wood 
laud;  valuation,  $0()()0;  40  families  and  fifty  children;  school  home, 
fair;  without  si'hool  1  year.     Cause, — repairing  house. 

Xo.  78 — Pino  \y(M)<l,  3x1  mile;  farmbig:  district;  valuation, 
$4,000;  30  familie.^  and  50  childn^n;  without  seho<d  2  years.  Cau:», 
— no  scluxd  house; — colored  people,  cannot  work  tog(»ther. 

Xo.  87 — Xorth  Kiver,  5x*^3  miles;  mountain  land  poor;  valua- 
tion, $4,000;  10  families  and  15  children;  without  school  3  years. 
Cause, — no  school  house,  people  not  united. 

Xo.  88 — Pleasaait  Viiew,  4x2  miles;  poor  mountain  land;  valua- 
tion, $0,000;  20  families  and  20  children;  school  house,  i>oor;  with- 
out school  1  year.     Cause, — could  not  get  a  teacher. 

Xo.  94 — Mount  Horn,  3x3  miles;  poor  mountain  land;  valua- 
tion, $3,000;  5  families  and  3  children;  without  school  7  eaa«. 
Cause, — mo  school  house  and  no  children. 

Xo.  107 — Dalliousie  Road,  4x4  miles ;  woods ;  valuation,  $2000 ; 
6  familicd  and  4  children;  school  house,  poor;  without  achool  G 
years.     Causjc\ — few  children. 

^yest   Hants. 

Xo.  43 — Crystal  Wave,  3x2  miles;  fair;  valuation,  $3,000;  10 
families  and  15  children;  without  school  15  years.  Cause, — ^no 
school  house,  iXM>ple  poor. 

East  Hants. 

Xo.  54 — East  Tennecape,  3x3  miles;  fair;  valuation,  $9,000; 
20  familijc^s  and  20  children;  good  school  house;  without  achool  i 
year.     Cause, — could  not  get  a  teacher. 


Inglis  C.   Craig,  M.  A.,  Inspector. 

Cumberland. 

Xo.  12 — Lower  Wentworth,  3x1  mile;  intervale  and  upland; 
valuation,  $10,150;  7  families  and  3  children;  school  house,  'fair; 
without  school  5  years.     Cause, — not  sufficient  pupils. 

X^'o.  21 — South  Wallace  Bay,  3x2  miles;  fine  tillage  land;  valua- 
tion, $20,700;  19  families  and  21  children;  school  house  condemned; 
without  school  2  vears.  Cause — disaffected  towards  oonsolidation 
with  Wallace  Bay. 
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No.  25 — Wallace  Bridge,  3x2  miles;  fine  tillage  land;  valuation, 
$27,300;  25  fjuuiies  and  33  children;  school  house  c-ondemned; 
without  school  2  years.     C-ausc, — contentiion  over  school  site. 

No.  28 — Hansford,  3x1  J  miles;  good  farming  land;  valuation, 
$10,800;  12  families  and  10  children;  school  house^  poor;  without 
school  1  year.  Cause, — coidd  not  engage  a  teacher  for  partiri 
term. 

Xo.  47 — Lower  Kiver  Ilebert,  3x2  miles;  dike  and  upland;  valu- 
ation, $27,0000;  23  families,  28  children;  school  house  condemned; 
without  school  2  years.     Cause, — indiffen»nce. 

Xo.  08 — Clairmont,  3  miles  long;  hilly;  valuaticm,  $9,500;  7 
families  and  3  children;  school  lumse,  fair;  without  school  5  years. 
Cause, — not  sufficient  children. 

Xo,  84 — Westchester  Mountain,  3x2 J  miles;  fair  tillage  land; 
valuation,  $8,800;  10  families  and  11  children;  school  house  con- 
demned ;  without  school  2  years.     Cause, — Ux)  poor  to  build  again. 

Xo.  85 — Westchester  Lake,  3^  miles  lojig;  rocky  an<l  ix>or;  valu- 
ation, $3,500;  7  families  and  12  children;  school  houst*,  jjoor;  with- 
out school  6  years,     (yause, — poverty  and  carek^sness. 

Xo.  90 — Farmington,  3  miles  long;  fair  tillage  land;  valuation, 
$7,800;  5  families  and  7  children;  school  house,  fair;  without  school 
2  years.     Cause, — private  school. 

No.  96 — East  Hansford,  2x2  miles;  broken;  valuation,  $11,500; 
11  families  and  21  children;  school  house,  p<K>r;  without  school  1 
year.     Cause, — disaffected  t«)wards  consolidation  with  Birch  Kidge. 

Xo.  100 — Greenville  Cross  Roads,  3i  miles  in  length;  poor 
mountain  land;  valuation,  $3,500;  7  families  and  10  children; 
school  house   very  }KX)r;  without  s<»hool  3  years.     Cause, — poverty. 

Xo.  103 — Killarney,  2Jxl  mile;  exc<?llent  laud;  valuation, 
$1.1,000;  6  families  ajid  2  children;  school  house,  fair;  withont 
school  3  vears.       Cause, — no  children. 

Xo.  105 — Little  Forks,  2  miles  in  lengtli;  forest;  valuation, 
$0,500;  10  faniHies  and  13  childn*n;  no  school  house;  without 
school  1  year.     Cause, — opi)osed  to  union  with  Athol. 

N'o.  114 — ^Little  River,  2x1  mile;  good  bind;  valuation,  $1*3,- 
350;  13  families  and  15  children;  school  house,  good;  without 
school  1  year.       Cause, — ratepayers  refused  to  vote  money. 
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Parrsboro. 

No.  22 — Now  Yarmouth,  1  mile  in  length;  forest;  valuation, 
$^3,000;  3  families  and  5  children;  school  house  good;  without  schwl 
2  years.     (.'aus<\ — not  enough  ratepayers  to  support  school. 

Xo.  26 — Harrison  S(»ttlement,  2  miles  in  length;  intervale  and 
upland;  vahiation,  $7,500;  <5  familie.s  and  7  children;  scluxd  hou'^e, 
good;  without  sch(M)l  3  years,     (^ause, — f»o  interest  in  education. 

West  ColcheMer. 

No.  27 — Beaver  Meadows,  2.]  miles  long;  fair  tillage  land;  valu- 
ation, $J3,750;  5  families  and  .*»  children;  scIkh)!  h«)usc*  very  p<x>r; 
witliout  school  2  vears.       (^au**e, — not  sutficient  children. 


E.   L.  AuMSTRoNo,  Inspecior, 

North   Picioxi, 

No.  17 — College  Grant,  Z\\\\  miles;  fairly  giMxl;  valuation, 
$7,400;  18  familirs  and  9  childn^n;  school  h<nH(»,  g(X>d;  without 
school  a  year.  Cause, — trustees  and  some  ratepayers  have  no  interest. 

No.  45 — Lower  Green  Hill,  '^x^rmiles;  fair  to  good  land;  valua- 
tion, $9,400;  15  famili(»s  and  5  children;  schcwl  house,  p(K>r^  with- 
out school  2  vojirs.     (\iuse, — small  number  of  chihlren. 

No.  59 — UpjMT  Tuney  River,  2x2  miles;  fair;  valuation,  $3,600; 
10  families  and  3  children;  school  house  very  })oor;  without  school 
1  year,     (.^lusc*, — small  number  of  pupils. 

South   PictoH, 

No.  54 — Broadway,  4x3  miles;  ]>oor;  valuation,  $7,200;  15  fam- 
rJie«  and  7  childnn;  school  house,  p(K>r;  witliout  school  2  year?. 
(5aus<\ — car(dessn(»ss  and  desire  to  sav(»  expenses. 

So u th    Colch ester. 

No.  10 — Springmont,  3x2  miles;  jHwr;  valuation,  $1,700;  8 
families  and  3  children;  school  hous<»,  |)oor;  witliout  school  3  ye«rv 
t/aui^,— iiot  sufficient  pupils  and  inability  to  support  school. 

Xo.  19 — Upi)er  Kemptown,  3x2  miles;  poor;  valuation,  $2,800; 
6  families  and  3  children;  scJiool  house,  poor;  witliout  school  3 
years.     Cause, — not  able  to  maintain  school. 
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No.  31 — Green's  Creek,  3x3  miles;  poor;  vjiluation,  $5,740;  18 
families  and  10  children;  school  house,  fair;  witliout  school  1  year. 
Cause, — did  not  succeed  in  getting  a  teacher. 

Xu.  37 — Forest  Glen,  3x2  miles;  fair;  vahiatiom,  $10,000;  15 
families  and  5  children;  school  house,  gtjod;  without  school  2  years. 
Cause, — lack  of  pupils. 


M.    J.   T.    -Mac.xeil,   1>.  a..   Inspector, 

Ikirhmou^L 

No.  7 — Lochside,  2x1  i  miles;  fair;  vahiation,  $4,300;  21  chil- 
dren; school  house,  fair;  without  school  2  years. 

No.  11 — Rocky  Bay,  2x1^  miles;  ro(»ky  coast  region;  valuation, 
$6,500;  22  children;  school  house,  |)oor;  without  school  1  year. 

Xo.  27 — Ilureauville,  3x1  i  miles;  good  farming  land;  valuation, 
$4,220;  11)  children;  without  school  1  year.  Cause, — mew  sch(X)l 
house  heiiig  built. 

Xo.  34 — Dundee;  good;  no  school  hoTis4>:  sc^etion  disorganized. 

Xo.  51 — Loch  Lomond,  N.,  4  mih^s  in  length;  good  land;  no 
(sch<K)l  house:  section  disor^ranized. 

Xo.  54 — Loch  Lomond,  3.1  miles  in  lengtli ;  good  farming  land; 
valuati«)n,  $3,270;  13  chil<ln*n;  school  house,  good;  without  school 
1  y(»ar.     Cause, — no  teacher  available  for  salary  offv^rcd. 

South    Invemcsfi. 

The  following  sections  were  without  school:— 

Xo.  10,  Hillsdale;  17,  ]\Iillan;  21,  Ikden ;  25,  X.  E.  Mabou; 
33,  Scotch  Ilill;  38,  S.  \V.  Ridge;  31>,  Deimistown;  43,  Quecms- 
ville;  44,  Lake  Hortoai;  45,  llfur  Long  Point;  4t>,  Kingsville;  50, 
Skve  Mt.;  57,  Judson;  58,  (^aribou;  01,  Alba;  04,  Seal  Cove;  05, 
Vallev  Milk. 


John    Mackin^tox.    Inspector. 

North    Ifiverncisfi. 

No.  2 — Pleasant  Bay,  3x1  mile;  poor  and  rocky;  valuation, 
$4,000;  10  families  and  17  children;  school  house,  fair;  without 
school  2  vears.     Cause, — trustees  made  no  effort  to  secure*  t€acV\«>^- 
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Xo.  71 — IVmbroke,  3x2  milca;  poor  and  rocky;  valuation, 
$;i,5()0;  12  families  aiui  20  children;  school  house,  poor;  without 
school  1  yoiiv.     C'ausi*, — tnistees  made  no  efTort  to  secure  teacher. 

No.  o7 — Si^ht  Point,  3xJ  a  mile;  poor  and  rocky;  valuation, 
$4,500;  14  families  and  30  children;  school  house,  fair;  without 
scliool  1  year.       Cause, — trustees  made  no  effort  to  secure  a  teacher. 

No.  iU) — McLellan's  Mt.,  2.Jx2  miles;  poor  and  hilly;  valuation, 
$4,000;  10  families  and  14  children;  school  house,  poor;  without 
school  2  yi^ar*^.     CaiLse, — financial  weidvuess. 

No.  ()5 — (-ampbeltcm,  3x2  miloij;  fair  and  hilly;  valuation, 
$4,200;  12  families  luul  15  children;  school  house,  |>oor;  without 
sch(x>l  2  years.       Cause,  financial  weakness. 

No.  23 — Marsh  Brook,  4x1  J  miles;  fair  and  hilly;  valuation, 
$3,800;  12  families  and  13  children;  school  house,  fair;  without 
school  2  years.     Cause, — financial  weakness. 

No.  24 — Ingraliani's  Brook,  3x2  miles ;  good  Lmd ;  valuation^ 
$8,500;  16  families  and  20  children ;  without  school  2  years.  Cause, 
school  house  de-stroyed  by  fire  aaul  new  one  being  erected. 

Vktoria. 

No.  06 — Meat  Cove,  2x1  mile;  poor  and  rocky;  valuation^ 
$4,000;  14  families  and  22  children;  without  school  2  years.  Cause. 
— teachers  unwilling  to  go  to  Vii\^  North  . 

No.  4S — Bay  St.  Lawrence,  4x1  mile;  fair  in  part;  valuation^ 
$6,000;  16  families  and  30  children;  school  house  good;  without 
school  2  years.     Cause, — teachers  unwilling  to  go  to  Cape  North. 

No.  47 — Sugar  Loaf,  4x1^  miles;  fair  in  part,  valuation,  $S,000: 
26  familias  and  28  children;  school  house.,  superior;  without  dchoor 
2  years.     Canst*, — teachers  unwilling  to  go  to  Cape  North. 

No.  46 — Dingwall,  4xli  mile;  good  in  part;  valuation,  $6,400: 
20  families  and  25  ehildren;  school  house^  fair;  without  sdiool  1 
year.     Cause, — ti'achers  unwilling  to  go  to  Capo  North. 

No.  15 — North  Harbour,  3x1  J  miles;  good  in  part;  valuation, 
$5,000;  10  families  and  10  children;  school  house,  fair;  without 
school  2  years.     C'ause, — inadequate  salary  oflFered. 

No.  42 — South  IlarlKHir,  3x1  J  miles;  poor  in  part;  valuatiosi, 
$4,500;  14  families  and  18  children;  school  house,  poor;  without 
school  1  year.       Cvxuse, — iiiadiM:(uate  salary  oflFerikl. 
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No.  49 — Tarbert,  4x2  miles;  poor  in  part;  valuation,  $5,000; 
20  families  and  30  children.     Section  united  to  Tarbert,  East. 

No.  50 — North  River,  3x1  mile;  g»X)d,  valuation,  $7,000;  14 
families  and  15  children;  school  house,  poor;  without  school  1  year. 
Cause, — insufficient  salary  offered. 

No.  31 — Eel  Cove,  3Jxl  mile;  good;  valuation,  $6,000;  15  fam- 
ilies and  12  children ;  school  house,  gooil ;  without  sc»hool  2  years. 
Cause, — insufficient  salary  ofTered. 

No.  33 — Plaister,  4x1^  miles;  good;  valuation,  $7,200;  22  fam- 
ilies amd  30  chiklren;  without  school  2  years.  Cause, — building  a 
new  school  house. 

No.  35 — Wreck  Cove,  4^x1  mile;  poor  and  rocky;  valuation, 
$3,200;  13  families  and  17  children;  s(?hool  house,  poor;  without 
school  2  years.  Cause, — trustees  unable  to  get  teacher  for  salary 
offered. 

No.  36 — North  Smoky,  3x1  mile;  i)oor  and  rocky;  valuation, 
$3,000;  16  families  and  28  children;  school  house,  fair;  without 
school  2  years.     Cause, — unable  to  get  a  teacher  for  salary  offered. 

No.  60 — Island  Point,  4x1^  miles;  goo<l;  valuation,  $6,000;  16 
families  and  14  children;  school  house,  fair;  without  school  1  year. 
Cause, — unable  to  obtain  a  teacher  for  salary  offered. 

No.  7 — Upper  Baddeck,  3^x1^  miles;  good;  valuation,  $5,000; 
20  families  and  25  children;  school  house,  poor;  without  school  1 
year.     Cause, — unable  to  obtaiu  a  teacher  for  salary  offered. 

No.  12 — Upper  Middle  River,  4x3  miles;  good;  valuation, 
$4,500;  15  families  and  18  children;  school  house,  i)oor;  without 
school  1  year.     Cause, — unable  to  obtain  a  teacJier  for  salary  offered. 

jfo.  18— Upper  Washabuck,  ^\li  miles;  goo<l;  valuation, 
$5,200;  14  families  and  16  children;  school  house,  i)oor;  without 
school  1  year.     Cause, — unable  to  obtain  a  teacher  for  salary  offered. 


A.   G.    Macdoxald^   M.  A.,   Inspector, 

Guyshoro. 

jfo,  0 — Gloncoe,  4x2  miles;  elevated  and  fair  land;  valuation, 
$4,000;  13  families  and  5  children;  school  house,  \XHyr]  without 
school  4  vears.       Cause, — fe^vness  of  pupils    and    indiffex^x^ftvi    v>5l 

patents. 
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No.  7 — Aider  Rivor,  4x»5  mile?*;  iiidifferent  soil;  valuatioiu 
$.'^,500;  12  familic-^  and  S  rliildrtMi;  sclu>ol  house,  poor:  without 
wh^H)!  :*)  voars.     ('auwo, — ]M>vfrtv,  insufficieiit  funds. 

•  ■  .  ■• 

s 

So.  .*>rj — S.  Merhmd,  4x1  niih*;  elevated  and  roekv;  valuation, 
$0,000;  10  famili**^  and  r»  childn»n;  seh(»ol  house,  iv>or;  withont 
sfhool   1 1   vears.      Caune, — <*annot  offer  sufficient  salarv. 

Xo.  55 — Yankee  (^)ve,  Hx-1  mile;  rocky  fishing  coast;  valu- 
ati<m,  $1,000;  7  faniilits  and  8  ebildrt^n;  school  house,  jx)or;  with- 
out s<*h«H)l  :i  vears,     (/ausr. — cannot  offer  sufficient  salarv. 

No.  i}2 — Larry's  River,  \V.,  2x1  mile;  r<x'ky,  fishing  \'iUage; 
valuation,  $12,000;  50  families  and  45  children;  schoid  house  go<xl; 
without  school  1  veav.     <\uise, — faiUnl  to  oht^iin  a  teacher. 

Xo.  <>;* — Larry's  River,  E.,  3x1  mile;  rocky,  fishing  village;  valu- 
ation, $10,000;  40  families  and  *]5  children;  school  house  good; 
without  school  1  vcar.     (.\ausr, — failed  to  ohtain  a  t<?acher. 

!Xo.  ()4 — Gamm<»n<rs  Point,  3x1  mile;  farming  and  fishing; 
valuation,  $10,000;  20  families  and  15  children;  Si*hool  house,  fair; 

without  school  1  vear.     Cause, — ctjnld  not  ohtain  a  teacher  for  3al- 

« 

arv  offered. 

>7.    Marys. 

No.  4 — Smithfiehi,  5x2  miles;  fair  land;  valuation,  $4,000;  19 
families  and  15  children;  school  house,  fair;  without  schcxd  1  voar. 
(^mse, — failed  t()  obt^iin  a  ti^acher. 

No.  7 — (^imeron's  Sittlement,  4x2  miles;  fair  land;  valuation, 
$5,000;  17  families  an<l  10  children;  school  house,  fair;  without 
s<'hool  1   vear.     Cause, — failed  to  obtain  a  teacher. 

No.  12 — GrfH>ntield,  .Sx2  miles;  fair  land;  valuation,  $5,000;  15 
families  and  1  child;  school  house,  fair;  without  school  10  years. 

(■ause, —  not  sufficii^nt   jnijiils. 

No.  2J) — West  Liscomb,  4x2  miles;  fishing  community;  valua- 
tion, $4,oO();  10  families  and  15  children;  school  house,  fair;  with- 
out scho(»]  ;)  years,      (^luse, — povertv  and  indifference. 

No.  :]\ — llollin's  Harbor,  5x2  miles;  principally  fishing;  valu- 
ation, $.1,500;  17  families  and  12  children;  school  house,  fair;  witli- 
out  seh<M)l  2  vears.  Cause, — conM  not  obtain  a  teacher  for  salarv 
offered. 

Aniiyojyish. 

No.  14— Dujimagh^s,  3x2  miles;  lan<l  gooil;  valuation,  $4,000; 
15  families  and  6  children;  sch(K)l  house  out  of  repair;  without 
school  5  years.     C'A\\«>e, — wot  sufficient  pupils. 
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No.  15 — Brown's  ilountaiii,  3x2  miles;  an  elovated  range  of 
hills;  valuation,  $;j,000;  9  families  and  7  oliildron;  school  house  out 
of  repair;  without  school  4  yoars.       Clause, — not  sufficient  imi)ils. 

Xiv  IG-^Maple  J{idg(%  4x'2  miles;  very  elevate<l  range;  valua- 
tion, $4,000;  16  families  and  10  children;  school  house,  oM;  wiUi- 
out  school  5  years.     Cause, — cannot  offer  sufficient  salary. 

No  19 — Wiliams'  Point,  2x2  miles;  land  good;  valuation;^ 
$9,000;  15  families  and  5  children;  school  house,  old;  without  school 
6  years.     Cause, — childnn.!  attending  town  schools. 

No.  49 — Lower  W.  Itiver,  3x2  mih»s;  land  good;  valuation, 
$9,000;  12  families  and  5  children;  scIkkjI  house,  old;  with  >ut 
school  6  y^'ars.     Clause, — not  sufficient  pupils. 

No.  53 — Stewart's  Mills,  4x1  J  miles;  hilly,  land  fair;  valuati<in, 
$5,000;  10  families  and  S  chihlren;  school  hou.s<*,  i>oor;  without 
school  2  years,  (\iuse, — un])r<»gressive  in  education,  many  of  the 
children  atte!n<ling  school  in  neighbouring  secticms. 

No.  54 — Mayfield,  3x2  niil(»s;  quit:^  el<»vated;  valuation,  $3,500; 
12  families  and  8  children;  school  hous(»,  ])oor;  without  school  2 
years.     Cause, — unable  to  offer  sufficient  salary. 

No.  57 — Lower  ]>riorly  l>rook,  3x2  miles;  excellent  land;  valu- 
ation, $12,000;  17  families  and  5  children;  s<*1hk>1  house  partly  <le- 
cayed:  without  school  3  years.     Cause, — insufficient  pui)ils. 

No.  58 — Beech  Hill,  3x2  miles;  average*  land;  valuation,  $4,000; 
12  families  and  7  children;  school  house,  poor;  without  school  2 
years.     Cause, — poverty  and  insufficient  })ui)il>*. 

No.  69 — Pinedale,  3x2  miles;  land  fairly  g^xxl;  valuation, 
$5,000;  11  families;  si'hool  house,  old;  witliout  school  0  years. 
Cause, — no  pupils. 

No.  04 — Big  Marsh,  3x2  miles;  land  fairly  g^wul ;  valuation, 
$10,000;  18  familic^s  and  10  children;  school  iiouse,  old;  without? 
school  2  years.     Cause*, — lacking  im  educational  spirit. 

;ffo.  09 — Tracadie,  *M\)b»red,"  3x3  miles;  p.>or  <lry  land;  valu- 
ation, $3,500;  20  famili/s  and  25  children;  school  housei,  fair; 
without  school  1  year.  Cause, — unable  to  obtain  a  tcach(»r  for 
salary  offered. 

No.  71 — MiddlcU.n,  3x2  miles;  elevatcHl  but  good  land;  valua- 
tion, $7,000;  12  families  and  5  childmi ;  s<'hool  lumse  very  ^^>^^ 
-without  school  3  years.     Cause, — insufficient  vu\nls. 
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No.  7 — Aider  Kivor,  4x.*^  mile?«;  iii(liffcrcnt  soil;  vaiiiatioiu 
$.'^,500;  12  familie.-^  and  S  children;  school  house,  poor;  without 
w^hool  :{  years.     Cause, — iwn'ertv,  insufficient  funds. 

■  ■  > 

No.  X] — S.  Merland,  4x1  mile;  elevated  and  rocky;  valuatioiu 
$0,000;  10  fainili<»s  an<l  0  children;  schfK)l  hous<»,  poor ;  without 
school  1 1   years.     Cauw>, — i-annot  offer  sufficient  salary. 

Xo.  55 — Yankee  Cove,  3x1  mile;  rockv  fishing  coast;  valu- 
ation, $1,000;  7  families  and  S  children;  scIukJ  house,  poor;  with- 
oui  sch<H)l  ;i  years.     Cause. — cannot  offer  sufficient  salarv. 

No.  02 — LarryV  IJivcr,  W.,  2x1  mile;  n»eky,  fishing  village; 
valuation,  $12,000;  50  families  and  45  children;  school  house  goo*J; 
without  school  1  year.     <  ^luse, — failed  to  i^btAiii  a  teacher. 

No.  <>•* — Larry's  River,  K.,  3x1  mile;  rocky,  fishing  village;  valu- 
ation, $10,000;    40  families  and  35  children;     school  house  good; 

without  si*ho4jl  1  year,      (/ausc, — failed  to  obtain  a  t^^acher. 

*' 

No.  (54 — Gammon<rs  P<anr,  3x1  mile;  farming  and  fishing; 
valuation,  $10,000;  20  families  and  15  children;  sc*h(X)l  house,  fair; 
without  school  1  vear.  Cau^^e. — conld  not  obtain  a  teacher  for  sal- 
arv  offcHMJ. 

*S/.    Marys. 

No.  4 — Smithtield,  5x2  mile-^;  fair  land;  valuation,  $4,000;  ID 
faniili(»s  and  15  children;  school  luuise,  fair;  without  school  1  year, 
(•ause, — failed  to  obtain  a  teacher. 

No.  7 — Cameron's  SettlcmcJit,  4x2  miles;  fair  land;  valuation, 
$5,000;     17  families  and  10  children;  school  house,  fair;  without 

s(»hool   1   year.     Cause, — failed  to  obtain  a  teacher. 

« 

No.  12 — Gr(»enHeld,  3x2  miles;  fair  land;  valuation,  $5,000;  15 
families  and  1  child;  school  house,  fair;  without  school  10  year?. 
(■aus(», —  not  sufficient  j>U]»ils. 

No.  2!) — West  Liscomb,  4x2  miles;  fishing  community;  valua- 
tion, $4,000;  If)  families  an<l  15  children.;  school  house,  fair;  with- 
out sclioul  3  vears.      ('ause, — ])overty  and  indifference. 

No.  ;{1 — llollin's  Harbor,  5x2  miles;  principally  fishing;  valu- 
ation, $:*i,500;  17  families  and  12  children;  school  house,  fair;  with- 
oiit  school  2  years.  Cau^^e, — could  not  obtain  a  teacher  for  salary 
offorctl. 

Autifjonish, 

Xo.  11 — Diuimagh'ss,  3x2  miles;  land  good;  valuation,  $4,000; 
15  families  and  (>  childr<*n :  s<'h(K)l  house  out  of  repair;  without 
school  5  years.     C<u\^i\ — wot  sufficient  pupils. 
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No.  15 — Brown's  Mountain,  ;]x2  miles;  an  elevated  range  of 
hills;  valuation,  $y,000;  1)  families  and  7  eluldren;  school  house  out 
of  repair;  without  sehool  4  years.       Cause, — not  suflicient  pupilj^. 

No;  10---Maple  Kidge,  4x2  miles;  very  elevated  range;  valua- 
tion, $4,000;  16  families  and  10  children;  school  house,  old;  wilii- 
out  scJiool  5  years,     (-ausc, — cannot  offer  sufficient  J^alary. 

No  19 — Wiliams'  Point,  2x2  miles;  land  good;  valuation, 
$9,000;  15  families  and  5  children;  school  house,  old;  without  school 
(>  years.     Cause, — childres^i  attending  town  schools. 

No.  49 — Lower  W.  Kiver,  3x2  miles ;  land  good  ;  valuation, 
$9,000;  12  families  and  5  children;  schoolhouse,  old;  without 
school  6  years;     Cause, — not  sufficient  pupils. 

No.  53 — Stewart's  Mills,  4x1^  miles;  hilly,  land  fair;  valuati<m, 
$5,000;  10  families  and  8  children;  s(?hool  hous<^,  jxxir;  without 
.school  2  years,  (^ause, — un})rogre8sive  in  education,  many  of  the 
children  attend ing  school  in  neigh l)ouring  sections. 

No.  54 — Mayfield,  3x2  miles;  (piite  elevated;  valuation,  $3,500; 
12  families  and  8  children;  school  house,  ])oor;  without  school  2 
years.     Cause, — unahle  to  offer  sufficient  salary. 

No.  57 — Lower  Bricrly  Brook,  3x2  miles;  excellent  land;  valu- 
ation, $12,000;  17  families  and  5  children;  school  himse  partly  de- 
cayed ;  without  school  3  years.     Cause, — insufficient  puj)ils. 

No.  58 — Boech  Hill,  3x2  miles ;  averag<'i  land ;  valuation,  $4,000 ; 
12  families  and  7  children;  school  house,  poor;  without  school  2 
Yoars.     Cause, — poverty  and  insufficient  jmpils. 

No.  59 — Pinedalc,  3x2  miles;  land  fairly  good;  valuation, 
$5,000;  11  families;  s<'hool  house,  old;  without  school  G  years. 
Cause, — no  pupils. 

No.  64 — Big  Marsh,  3x2  miles;  lan<l  fairly  g(Kjd;  valuation, 
$10,000;  18  families  and  10  children;  school  liouse,  old;  without? 
school  2  years.     Cause, — lacking  ijn  educational  spirit. 

No.  09 — Tracadie,  **  Colored,"  3x3  miles;  piwr  dry  land;  valu- 
ation, $3,500;  20  families  and  25  childnni ;  school  house,  fair; 
without  school  1  year.  Cause, — unable  to  obtain  a  teacher  for 
salary  offered. 

No.  71 — Middleton,  3x2  miles;  elevated  but  good  lav\\\  n^^^- 
tion,  $7,000;  12  families  and  5  children;  school  houso  ^^^^  \^>«^N 
without  school  3  years.     Cause, — insufficiewt  \v\x\^\\'^. 
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No.  79 — Morion,  3x2  miles;  very  elovated  and  dry  land;  valu- 
ation, $4,000;  12  families  and  7  children;  school  house  very  i)oor; 
without  school  4  years.     Cause, — insufRcieut  pupils  and  poverty. 

No.  82 — College  Grant,  3x1^  miles;  elevated,  very  good  soil; 
valuation,  $4,000;  14  families  and  10  children;  school  house  very 
poor;  without  school  f)  yeai-s.  (^ause, — insufficient  pupils  and 
poverty. 


T.    M.    PuKLA.v,    M.  A.,   LL.H.,   Itispector. 

Cape  Breton. 

No.  4 — Lingan  Jiarachoi:^,  5x1  mile;  \HXir  farming  land;  valu- 
ation, $3,550;  12  families  and  22  children;  sclnxd  house  very  poor; 
without  schcK)!  3  years.     Cause, — could  not  pay  a  teacher. 

M 

No.  0 — Lingan  Itoad  ani4l  Xo.  7,  and  Kilkenny  Lake,  ct>uld  be 
united  to  Lingan. 


No.  8. — Lake  vale. 

No.  15 — I^ak<»  Vjew,  3xU  miles;  barn*n  and  swampy;  valu- 
ation, $2,000;  i\  families  and  14  childi'en ;  sc*h<X)l  house  very  pocT; 
without  8clnM)l  2  years.       Clause, — cannot  supiHU't  a  st^hool. 

No.  21 — False  ]>ay  Ikwch,  4x1  mile;  mostly  forest  ground;  val- 
uation, $3,500;  14  families  and  12  children;  scIuh)!  house,  iXK>r; 
without  school  4  y(?ars.     Cause, — crannot  sup|>ort  a  school. 

No.  2:» — Kound  Islaml,  3x1  mile;  rough  and  rocky;  valuation, 
$4,000;  15  families  and  (>  children;  s<*hool  house,  p<x>r;  without 
5cho<:)l  3  years.     Cause, — cannot  sup^wrt  a  school. 

No.  25 — Homes  Road,  4x1  mile;  inland  and  hilly;  valuatSon, 
$9,548;  19  families  i\ind  1»  children;  school  house,  fair;  without 
school  4  years.     (*inise, — rnily  five  children  of  school  age. 

Xo.  2<j — llilFs  Koad,  2ix2  miles:  somewhat  rough;  8  families 
and  9  cliiMivn;  seliool  house,  fair;  without  school  7  years.  CaU!«o, 
— could  not  ])rocure  a  teacher. 

Xo.  27 — Mira  luuid,  m^ar  S\"<lney,  where  some  of  tlic  children 
atteaid. 

Xo.  34 — \Vo<»<ll)ine,  now  part  of  ''  The  Meadows." 
No.  45 — Upper  Leitche's  Creek. 
No.  46 — ^¥ore^\. 
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No.  54 — George's  River,  4xJ  of  a  mile;  fairly  good;  valuation, 

$ ;  32  familiies  and  40  children;  school  house,  good;  without 

school  1  year.     Cause, — did  not  get  a  teacher. 

No.  63 — Onion,  4x3  mile^ ;  fairly  good ;  valuation,  $12,020 ; 
20  families  and  16  children;  school  house,  none;  section  formed 
from  parts  of  others.     Could  not  agree  on  a  site. 

No.  69 — Scatarie,  7x2  miles;  fair;  valuation,  $2,000;  16  famil- 
ies and  30  children;  school  house,  poor;  without  school  2  years. 
Cause, — few  teachers  care  to  live  on  this  island  . 

No.  70 — Balieue,  1x1  mile;  rocky;  valuation,  $3,000;  13  fam- 
ilies and  25  children;  no  school  house;  without  school  5  years. 
Cause, — poverty  and  carelessness. 

No.  75 — Kennington  Cove. 

No.  76 — New  Boston,.  4^x1  mile;  hilly  and  rocky;  valuation, 
$6,000;  21  families  and  25  children;  school  house,  fair;  without 
school  2  years.     Cause, — lack  of  eflFort  to  keep  school  open. 

No.  80 — Ocean  View,  3x2  miles ;  fair  and  umdulating ;  valuation, 
$3850;  12  families  and  6  children;  school  house  very  poor;  without 
school  5  years.     Cause, — cannot  keep  up  a  school. 

No.  84 — Oabarus  Lake. 

No.  85 — Beef ry,  6x2  miles ;  level,  fairly  good ;  valuation,  $3,043 ; 
20  families  and  35  children;  school  house,  good;  without  school  4 
vears.     Cause, — Could  not  obtain  a  teacher. 

No.  90 — Gr.  Mira,  North,  4x2^  miles;  level,  fairly  good;  valu- 
ation, $7,000;  16  families  and  4  children;  school,  house  fair;  with- 
out school  1  year.     Cause, — could  not  get  a  teacher. 

No.  92 — Salmon  River,  5x3  miles;  fairly  good;  valuation,  $12,- 
080;  16  families  and  12  children;  school  house,  fair;  witliout  school 
1  year.     Cause, — could  not  obtain  a  teacher. 

No.  93 — Huntington  Mountain,  3x2 J  miles;  hilly;  valuation, 
$4,414;  9  families  and  16  children;  school  house  very  poor;  witli- 
out school  3  years.     Cause, — cannot  pay  a  teacher. 

No.  95 — Ben  Eoip,  3x2 J  miles;  hilly;  valuation,  $ ;  10 

children;  no  school  house;  without  a  school  20  years.        Caur*e, — 
cannot  support  a  school. 
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Xo.  W — (Jlonpirrv,  :»\1\  miW;  niirvcn :  valuation,  $;},700;  11 

faiiiirns  an<l  <»  c'liildroii ;  rH»h(>ol  honso,  fair:  wit.lnmr  school  5  vean. 

■ 

CaiHO,  - -Coiild  ii<»t  iTC't-  a  t-eacher. 

No.  101  KiKHi,  4x11  inilos;  iiplaii<l;  valuatidii,  iSr».772:  13  fam*  I 
ilirs  aihl  10  cliiMn'ii :  school  houw,  fair:  withoni  schrK>I  1  yr^t  * 
('au<i\ — <*nulil  not  obtain  a   teacher.  - 

X...  10l>,  i;iir(;i('n:  lo:»,,  jrarA.hnnV  Lake:   lOS,  Kskastmi. 

Xo.   110-   IJin^lilands,  ix2i  niilo<:  ini«l<llc  swtion  nx*ky,  euds  dF 
it  are  fairly  «roo(l ;  valuation,  $4j)0i»;   li»  families  and  25  ohilflT0B| 
**c'ho<»l  hoU'^\   t'air:      without   S(»honl     -2   years.        ('aiis<\ — i*(>uhl  ao^ 
obtain  a  t<»aclier. 

Xo.  IK)-  iJeaver's  (.'uve,  4x1  j  iiiihs;  fairly  ^mkI;  vulnatioily  ^ 
.*s.7L>;l ;  17  faniilic'-«  ami  20  ehiMr<Mi :  srh^Kil  house,  fair:  without.- 
-(•hoi»l  1  y<*ar.      ('ausp — school  house  hciiii!:  reiiioilelled.  A 

Xn.  117-     Urar  t>f  lioaver's  (Vvo,  Hx^i  mile-:  n»u^li  ami  hilly }^y 
valuation,  $*J,70."» ;  s   fauiih'es  and  11   rhihln-n  :  M'lwMd  ln»ii>«o,  poor;'"" 
without  sch<K»|  \  years.       ( 'ause,-— cannot  su|)|M»rt  a  teaclior. 

Xo.    \'20-     Krenclivale,  4x1  mile:  very  fair:  '2'2  faniilii^-«  and  20 
children:  M'hf>ol  hou<e,  old  and  |M)or:  witho\it  scln^ol  :^>  voht?.   (''aiifl^ 

— con  Id  not  iLix't  a  teacher. 

X»».  1-1      iM-^chniont. :  fairly  ir*""!:  -ii-li.iol  h'»u-o,  very  small  anC 
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